HAT the Court of Direétors of the aft India Company, from ajuft Senfe of the Danger 

and Odium incident to the Extenfion of their Conquefts in the Eaft Indies, and from 

an Experience of the Difordets and cOrrupt Practices, which Intrigues and Negociations to 

bring about Revolutions among the Country Powers had produced, did pofitively and 

repeatedly dire&t their Servants in Bengal not to engage in any offenfive War whatfoever == 

That the faid Court laid it down as an invariable Maxim, which ought ever to be maintained, 

that they were to avoid taking Part in the Political Schemes of any of the Country Princes; and 

did, in particular, order and direct, that they fhould not engage with a certain Prince 

called Sujah ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, in any Operations, 
beyond certain Limits in the faid Orders {pecially defcribed, 


That Warren Haftings, Efquire, then Governor of Fort William in Bengal, did, with 
other Members of the Council, declare his clear Underftanding of the true Intent and 
Meaning of the faid pofitive and repeated Orders and Injunctions ;-did exprefs to the 
Court of Direétors his Approbation of the Policy thereof ;—did declare, that he adopted 
the fame with Sincerity and Satisfaction, and that he was too well aware of the ruinous Ten- 
dency of all Schemes of Conqueft, ever to adopt them, or ever to depart from the abfolute Line 
of Self-Defence, unle/s impelled to it by the moft obvious Necefity ;—did fignify to the Nabob 
of Oude the faid Orders, and his Obligation to yield punctual Obedience thereto; and did 
folemnly engage and promife to the Court of Directors, with the unanimous Concurrence of 
the whole Council, * That no Object or Confideration fhould either tempt or compel him 
‘© to pdfs the Political Line, which they i Directors) had laid down for his Operations 
«« with the Vizier ;” affuring the Court of Directors, that he « fcarce faw a poffible Ad- 
* vantage, which could compenfate the a and Expence to be incurred by a contrary 
« Conduct :"—That he did frequently repeat the fame Declarations, or Declarations to the 
fame Effect, particularly in a Letter to the Nabob himfelf of the 22d of November 1773, 
in the following Words: “ The Commands of my Superiors are, as I have repeatedly 
« informed you, peremptory, that I fhall not fuffer their Arms to be carried beyond the 
« Line of their own Boundaries, and thofe of your Excellency their Ally.” 


That the faid Warren Haftings, in direct Contradiction to the faid Orders, and to his 
own Senfe of their Propriety and coercive Authority, and in Breach of his exprefs Pro- 
mifes and Engagements, did, in September 1773, enter into a private Engagement with 
the faid Nabob of Oude, who was the fpecial Object of the Prohibition, to furnifh him, 
for a ftipulated Sum of Money, to be paid to the Eaft India Company, with a Body of 
Troops, for the declared Purpofe of « thoroughly extirpating the Nation of the Rohil- 
“¢ Jag ;”=-a Nation, from whom the Company had never received, or pretended to receive 
or apprehend, any Injury whatfoever ; whofe Country, in the Month of February 1773, 
by an unanimous .Refolution of the faid Warren Haftings and his Council, was included 
in the Line of Defence againft the Marattas, and from whom the Nabob never complained 
of an Agereffion or A&t of Hoftility, nor pretended a diftinét Caufe of Quarrel, other 
than the Non-payment of a Sum of Money in Difpute between him and that People. 


That fuppofing the Sum of Money in Queftion to have been ftriftly due to the faid 
Nabob, by virtue of any Engagement between him and the Rohilla Chiefs, the Eaft India 
Company, or their Reprefentatives, were not Parties to that Engagement, or Guarantees 
thereof, nor boynd by any Obligation whatever to enforce the Execution of it, 


‘That, previous to the faid Warren Haftings’s entering into the Agreement or Bargain 
aforefaid, to extirpate the faid Nation, he did not make, or caufe to be made, a due En- 
quiry into the Valicity of the fole Pretext ufed by the faid Nabob; nor did he give 
Notice of the faid Claims of Debt to the Nation of the Rohillas, in order to receive an 
Explanation on their Part of the Matter in Litigation, nor did he offer any Mediation, nor 
propofe, nor afford an Opportunity of propofing, an Agreement or Submiffion, by which. 
the Calamities of War might be avoided ; as, by the high State in which the Eaft India 
Company ftood as a Sovereign Power in the Eaft, and the Honour and Charatter it 
ought to maintain, as well as by the Principles of Equity and Humanity, and by the 
true and obvious Policy of uniting the Power of the Mahometan Princes againft the 
Marattas, hewas Bound to do:—-That, inftead of fuch previous Enquiry,or Tender of good 
ay the faid Warren Hastings did ftimulate the Ambition and Ferocity of the 7 
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of Oudeto.the full Completion-of the inhuman End of the faid unjaftifiable Enterprize, 
by informing him, ‘ that it would’ be abfolutely neceffary to perfeverg in it until it 
« fhould be accomplifhed ;” pretending, that a Fear of the Company’s Difpleafure was 
his Motive for annexing the Accomplifhment of the Enterprize as a Condition of his 
Affiftance, and afferting “ that he could not hazard or anfwer for the Difpleafure of the 
« Company, his Mafters, if they fhould find themfelves involved in a fruitle/s War, or 
« in an Expence for profecuting it ;”—a Pretence tending to the high Difhonour of the 
Eaft India Company, as if the Gain to be acquired was to reconcile that Body to the 
Breach of their own Orders, prohibiting all fuch Enterprizes.—And in order further to 
involve the faid Nabob beyond the Power of retreating, he did, in the Courfe of the Pro- 
ceeding, purpofely put the faid Nabob under Difficulties in cafe he fhould decline that 
War, and did oblige him to accept even the Permiffion to relinquifh the Execution of 
this unjuft Projeét as a Favour, and to make Concefions for it; thereby acting as if the. 
Company were Principals in the Hoftility ; and employing for this Purpofe much double 
Dealing, and divers unworthy Artifices, to entangle and perplex the faid Nabob, but by 
Means of which he found himfelf (as he has entered it on Record) hampered, and embare 
raffed in a particular Manner, 


That the faid Compact for Offenfive Alliance in Favour of a great Prince, againft 
a confiderable Nation, was not carried on by Projects and Counter-projects in Writ- 
ing; nor were the Articles and Conditions thereof formed into any regular written 
Inftrument, figned and fealed by the Parties; but the Whole (both the Negocia- 
tion and the Compact of Offenfive Alliance againft the Rohillas) was a mere verbal En- 
gagement, the Purport and Conventions whereof no where appeared, except in fub- 
fequent Correfpondence, in which certain of the Articles, as they were {tated by the 
feveral Partics, did materially differ ;—a Proceeding new and unprecedented, and 
directly leading to mutual Mifconftruction, Fvafion, and ill Faith, and tending to 
encourage and protect every Species of corrupt, clandefline Practice:—That, at the 
Time when this private verbal Agrecment was made by the faid Warren Hattings 
with the Nabob of Oude, a public oftenfible Treaty was concluded by him with the 
faid Nabob, in which there is no Mention whatever of fuch Agreement, or Reference 
whatever to it; in Defence of which Omiffion, it is afferted by the faid Warren 
Haftings, that the Multiplication of Treaties weakens their Efficacy, and therefore they 
foould be referved only for very important and permanent Obligations; notwithftanding he 
had previoufly declared to the faid Nabob, “ that the Points, which he had pro- 
« nofed, required much Confideration, and the previous Ratification of a formal Agree- 
«ment before he could confent to them.’—That the Whole of the faid verbal Agree- 
ment with the Nabob of Oude in his own Perfon, without any Affiftance on his Part, 
was carried on and concluded by the faid Warren Haftings alone, without any Per- 
fon who might witnels the fame; without the Intervention even of an Interpreter, 
though he confefles that he {poke the Hindoftan Language imperfedly, and although 
he had with him at that Time and Place, feveral Perfons high in the Company’s 
Service and Confidence ; namely, the Commander in Chicf of their Forces, Two Mem- 
bers of their Council, and the Secretary to the Council, who were not otherwife ac- 
quainted with the Proceedings between him and the faid Nabob, than by fuch Com- 
munications as he thought fic to make to them, 


That the Objet avowed by the faid Warren Haftings, and the Motives urged by 
him, for employing the Britifh Arms in the utter l’xtirpation of the Rohilla Nation, 
are flated by himfelf in the following Terms: “ The Acquifition of Forty Lacks of 
© Rupecs to the Company, and of fo much Specie added to the exhaufted Currency of our 
« Provinces ;—that it would give Wealth to the Nabob of Oude, of which we fhould par- 
ticipate ;—-that the faid Warren Haftings fhould always be ready to profefs that he did 
«reckon the probable Acquiftion of Wealth among his Reafons for taking up Arms 
 avaintt his Neighdours ;—that it would eafe the Company of a confiderable Part of their 
« Military Expence, and preferve their Troops from Inaétion and Relaxation of Difcipline;— 
« that the weak State of the Rohillas promifed an eafy Conqucft of them; and, finally, 
“« that fuch was his Idea of the Company’s Diftrefs at Home, added to his Knowledge of 
« their Wants Abroad, that he fhould have been glad of any Occafion to employ their 
« Forces, which faved fo much of their Pay and Expences.” 


That, in the private verbal Agreement aforefaid for offenfive War, the fuid Warren 
Hatlings did tranferefs the Bounds of the Authority given him by his Inftructions from 
the Council of Fort William, which had limited his Powers to fuch Compacts * as were 
“ confiftent with the Spirit of the Company’s Orders;” which Council he afterwards per- 
fuaded, and with Difficulty drew into an Acqutefcence in what he had done, 


1} That 


[3] 


That the Agreement, to the Effect aforefaid, was fettled in the faid fecret Conferences, 
before the roth of September 1773; but the faid Wagren Haftings, concealing from the 
Court of Direétors a Matter of which it was his Duty to afford them the earlieft and fullett 
Information, did, on the faid roth of September 1773, write to the Directors, and dif- 

“patched his Letter over Land, giving them an Account of the public Treaty, but taking 
not the leaft Notice of his Agreement for a mercenary War againft the Nation of the Ro- 
hilas. 


That, in order to conceal the true Purport of the {aid clandeftine Agreement the more 
effectually, and until he fhould find Means of gaining over the reft of the Council to a Con- 
currence in his Difobedience of Orders, he entered a Minute in the Council Books, giving 
a falfe Account of the Tranfaction ; in which Minute he reprefented, that the Nabob had 
indeed propofed the Delign aforefaid, and that he (the faid Warren Fatlings) was pleafed 
that be urged the Scheme of this Expedition no farther ; when, in Reality and Truth, he had ab- 
folutely confented to the faid Enterprize, and had engaged to affift him in it (which he af- 
terwards admitted) and confeffed that he did act in Confequence of the fame. 


That the faid Warren Haftings and his Council were fenfible of the true Nature of the 
Enterprize in which they had engaged the Company’s Arms, and of the heavy Refponfi- 
bility to which it would fubject himfelf and the Council, ‘ the perfonal Hazard they, ‘the 
« Council, run, in undertaking fo ancommon a Meafure, without paftive Inftructions, at 
‘ their own Rifk, with the Eyes of the whole Nation on the Affairs of the Company, and 
“* the Paffions and Prejudices of almoft every Man in England inflamed againft the Con- 
« duct of the Company, and the Character of its Servants;”—yet they engaged in the 
very Practice, which had brought fuch Odium on the Company, and on the Character of its 
Servants, though they further fay, that they had continually before their Eyes, the Dread of 
forfeiting the Favour of their Employers, and becoming the ‘“ Objects of popular Invettives.” 
The faid Warren Haftings himfelf fays, at the very Time when he propofed the Meafure, 
« I muft confefs, I entertain fome Doubts as to its Expediency at this Time, from the Cir- 
« cumftances of the Company at Home, expofed to popular Clamour, and all its Meafures 
«¢ liable to be canvaffed in Parliaments their Charter drawing to a Clofe, and His Ma- 
 jefty’s Minifters unqueftionably ready to take oe of every unfavourable Circum.- 
« ftance in the Negotiations of its Renewal.” All thefe Confiderations did not prevent 
the faid Warren Haftings from making and carrying into Execution the faid mercenary 
Agreement for a Sum of Money, the Payment of which, the Nabob endeavoured to evade 
on a Conftruétion of the verbal Treaty ; and was fo far from being infifted on, as it ought to 
have been, by the faid Warren Haftings, that when, after the Cocspietion of the Service, 
the Commander in Chief was directed to make a Demand of the Money, the Agent of the 
faid Warren Haftings at the fame Time affured the Nabob, ‘* that the Demand was no- 
«« thing more than Matter of Form, common, and even neceffary in all public Tranfac- 
s¢ tions; and that, although the Board confidered the Claim of the Government literally 
s¢ due, it was not the Intention of Adminiftration to prefcribe to his Excellency she Mode, 
“¢ or even Limits of Payment. Nor was any Part of the Money recovered until the Eftab- 
lifhment of the Governor General and Council by A&t of Parliament, and their Determi- 
nation to withdraw the Brigade from the Nabob’s Service; the Refident at his Court, ap- 
pointed by the faid Warren Haftings, having written that be bad experienced much Duplicity 
and Deceit in maf of bis Tranfadtions with bis Excellency; and the faid Nabob and his Suc- 
ceflors falling back in other Payments in the fame or greater Proportion, as he advanced in 
the Payment of this Debt; the Confideration of Lucre to the Company, the declared Mos 
tive to this fhameful Tranfaction, totally failed, and no Money in Effect and Subftance (as 
far as by any Account to be depended on appears) has been obtained. 


That the faid Nabob of Oude did, in confequence of the faid Agreement, and with the 
Affiftance of Britifh Troops, which were ordered to march, and fubjected to his Difpofal 
by the faid Warren Haftings and the Council, unjuftly enter into and invade the Country 
of the Rohillas, and did there make War in a barbarous and inhuman Manner, “ by an 
“ Abufe of Victory ;” “ by the unneceflary Deftruction of the Country ;” ‘ by a wanton 
.  Difplay of Violence and Oppreffion, of Inhumanity and Cruelty ;” and by the fudden 
‘© Expulfion and cafting down of an whole Race of People, to whom the flighteft Be- 
‘ nevolence was denied.” When Prayer was made not to difhonour the Begum (a 
Princefs of great Rank, whofe Hufband had been killed in Battle) and other Women, 
by dragging them about the Country, to be loaded with the Scoffs of the Nabob’s Rabble, and 
otherwife frill worfe ufed ; the Nabob refufed to liften to the Intreaties of a Britifh Com- 
mander in Chief in their Favour; and the faid Women of high Rank were expofed riot 
only to the vileft perfonal [ndignities, but even to abfolute Want; and thefe Tranfactions 
being by Colonel Champion communicated to the faid Warren Haftings, inftead of Com- 
mendations for his Intelligence, and Oxders to redrefs the faid. Evils, and to prevent the 
like in future, by Means which were luggelted, and which appear to have been proper 

an 


N° fo. 


4th Oober 


1773 


N° 19, 


r7th Odtober NO18, 


1774: 


0 


f Drd App®: 


26 Nov 13740 N* 24, 
17 June 1774. Dros. 14% 
20th Sept's774, = De 2. 147, 
Vide Col Champion's Letters 

10 May Dré {. 132. 
Band tS 1774. «= 2. Bas, 

June 244, 
a%4) 


sel Mik 
Dita, 969. {1 July 2944, 
2. 280. 21Anguits774. 
8th Rep. p. ro. 
Vide Rep. Sel. Com. made in 
6 781, 1 BC £0. 
N°a 
N?’ 46. 
Ne 45. 26 O' 1974, 


1. 156s 


rDec™ 1996 
@ Dew’ 1775. 


[ 4 ] 


and feafible, he received a Reprimand from the faid Warren Haftings, who declared that 
we had no Authority to controul the Conduct of the Vizier in the ‘Treatment of his Sub- 
jects: And that Colonel Champion defifted from making further Reprefentations on this 
Subje&@ to the faid Warren Haftings, being apprehenfive of having already run fome 
Rifque of ae by perhaps a too free Communication of Sentiments.—-That in 
confequence of the faid Proceedings, not only the eminent Families of the Chiefs of the 
Rohilla Nation were either cut off or banifhed, and their Wives and Offspring reduced 
to utter Ruin, but the Country itfelf, heretofore diftinguifhed above all others for the 
Extent of its Cultivation, as a Garden, not having one Spot ia it of uncultivated Ground, 
and from being in the mo flourifbing State that a Country could be, was, by the inhuman 
Mode of carrying on the War, and the ill Government during the confequent Ufurpation, 
reduced to a State of great Decay and Depopulation, in which it ftill remains. 


That the Faft India Company, having had Reafon to conceive that, for the Purpofe 
of concealing corrupt Tranfactions, their Servants in India had made unfair, mutilated, 
and garbled Communications of Correfpondence, and fometimes had wholly withheld 
the fame, made an Order in their Letter of the 23d of March 1770, in the following 
Tenor:— The Governor fingly thall correfpond with the Country Powers; but a// Let- 
‘ ters, before they fhall be by him fent, muft be communicated to the other Members of 
the Select Coimmitrce, and receive their Approbation ; and alfo a// Letters what/cever 
‘ which may be received by the Governor, in Anfwer to or in Courfe of Correfpondence, 
« fhall likewife be laid before the faid Selec Committee, for their Information and Confi- 
‘ deration.’—- And that in their Inftruétions to their Governor General and Council, 
dated goth March 1774, they did repeat their Orders to the fame Purpofe and Effect. 


~ 


That the faid Warren Haftings did not obey, as in Duty he was bound to do, the 
fuid Standing Orders; nor did communicate all his Correfpondence with Mr. Middleton, 
the Company's Agent at the Court of the Soubah of Oude, or with Colonel Champion, 
the Commander in Chief of the Company’s Forces in the Rohilla War, to the’ Select 
Committee: And when afterwards, that is to fay, on the 2gth of October 1774, he was 
required by the Majority of the Council appointed by the A& of Parliament of 1773, 
whofe Opinion was by the faid Ad diretted to be taken as the Adt of the whole Council, 
to produce al? his Correfpondence with Mr. Middleton and Colonel Champion, for the 
Direction of their future Proceedings, relative to the obfcure, intricate, and critical Tranf- 
action aforefaid, he did pofitively and pertinacioufly refufe to deliver any other than fuch 
Parts of the faid Correfpondence as he thought convenient; covering his faid illegal Re- 
fufal under general vague Pretences of Secrecy, and Danger from the Communication ; 
although the faid Order and Inftrudtion of the Court of Directors above-mentioned 
was urged to him, and although it was reprefented to him by the faid Council, that they, 
as well as he, were bound by an Oath of Secrecy: Which Refufal to obey the Orders 
of the Court of Directors (Orders {pecially and on weighty Grounds of Experience pointed 
to Cafes of this very Nature) gave rife to much Jealouly, and excited great Sufpicions 
relative to the Motives and Grounds on which the Rohilla War had been undertaken. 


That the faid Warren Haftings, in the Grounds alledged in his Juftification, of his 
Refufal to communicate to his Colleagues in the Superior Council, his Correfpondence 
with Mr. Middleton, the Company’s Refident at Oude, was guilty of a new Offence; 
arrogating to himfelf unprecedented and dangerous Powers, on Principles utterly fubver- 
five of all Order and Difcipline in Service, and introductory to corrupt Confederacies 
and Difobedience among the Company’s Servants; the faid Warren Haftings infifting, 
that Mr. Middleton, the Company’s covenanted Servant, the public Refident for tranf- 
acting the Company's Affairs at the Court of the Soubah of Oude, and as fuch receiving 
from the Company a Salary for his Service, was no other than the offeial Agent of him 
the faid Warren EHaftings, and that, being fuch, he was not obliged to communicate his 
Correfpondence. 


That the Court of Directors, and afterwards a General Court of the Proprietors of the 
Eaft India Company, although the latter fhewed favourable Difpofitions towards the faid 
Warren Haftings, and expreffed (but without affigning any Ground or Reafon) the high- 
eft Opinion of his Services and Integrity, did unanimoufly condemn (along with his Con- 
duct relative to the Rohilla Treaty and War) his Refufal to communicate his whole Cor- 
refpondence with Mr, Middleton to the Superior Council; yet the faid Warren Haftings, 
in Defiance of the Opinion of the Directors, and the unanimous Opinion of the General 
Court of the faid Eaft India Company, as well as the precedent pofitive Orders of the 
Court of Direétors, and the Injunétions of an Act of Parliament, has, from that Time to 
the prefent, never made any Communication of the Whole of his Correfpondence to the 
Governor General and Council, or to the Court of Directors. 
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HAT, ina folemn Treaty of Peace, concluded the 16th of Augtft 1765, between the 
Eaft India Company and the late Nabob of Oude, Shuja ul Dowla, and highly 
approved of, confirmed, and ratified by the faid Company, it is agreed, “ That the King 
‘© Shaw Allum fhall remain in full Poffefion of Cora, and fuch Part of the Province of 
« T}liabad as he now poffeffes, which are ceded to his Majefty as a Royal Demefne, for 
‘© the Support of his Dignity and Expences.”—That, in a feparate Agreement, concluded 
at the fame Time, between the King Shaw Allum and the then Subadar of Bengal, under 
the immediate Security and Guaranty of the Englifh Company, the Faith of the Company 
was pledged to the faid King for the Annual Payment of Twenty-fix Lack of Rupees, for 
his Support, out of the Revenues of Bengal; and that the faid Company did then receive 
from the faid King a Grant of the Dewanny of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
on the exprefs Condition of their being Security for the Annual Payment abovemen- 
tioned ;==That the Eaft India Company have held, and continue to hold the Dewanny fo 
granted, and, for fome Years, have complied with the Conditions, on which they accepted 
of the Grant thereof; and have at all Times acknowledged that they held the Dewanny 
in virtue of the Mogul's Grants.—That the faid Court of Dire¢tors, in their Letter of the 
3oth June 1769, to Bengal, declared, * that they efteemed themfelves bound by Treaty 
‘€ to protect the King’s Perfon, and to fecure him the Poffeffion of the Corah and Il laha- 
“ bad Diftricts;” and, fuppofing an Agreement fhould be made, refpecting thefe Provinces, 
between the King and shuja ul Dowla, the Directors then faid, “ that they fhould be 
s¢ fubject to no further Claim or Requifition from the King, excepting for the ftipu- 
« lated Tribute for Bengal, which they (the Governor and Council) were to pay to his 
« Agent, or remit to him in fuch Manner as he inight direct.” 


That, in the Year 1772, the King Shaw Allum, who had hitherto refided at Allahabad, 
trufting to Engagements which he had entered into with the Marattas, quitted that Place 
and removed to Delhi; but, having foon quarrelled with thofe People, and afterwards 
being taken Prifoner, had been treated by them with very great Difrefpedt and Cruelty :—— 
That, among other Inftances of their Abufe of their immediate Power over him, the Go- 
vernor and Council of Bengal, in their Letter of the 16th of Auguft 1773, inform the 
Court of Directors, that he had been compelled, while a Prifoner in their Hands, to grant 
Sunnuds for the Surrender of Corab and Ilitabad to them; andit appears, from fundry other 
Minutes of their own, that the faid Governor and Council did at all Times confider the 
Surrender abovementioned as extorted from the King, and ungqueftionably an AG of Violence, 
which could not alienate, or impair his Right to thofe Provinces; and that, when they 
took Poffeffion thereof, it was at the Requeft of the King’s Naib, or Viceroy, who put 
them under the Council’s Protection ; that, on this Footing they were accepted by the faid 
Warren Haftings and his Council, and for fome Time confidered by them as a Depofit 
committed to their Care by a Prince, to whom the Poffeffion thereof was particularly gua- 
rantied by the Eaft India Company.—In their Letter of the ift of March 1773, they 
(the faid Warren Haftings and his Council) fay, “ In no Shape can this compulfatory Cef- 
 fion by the King releafe us from the Obligation we are under to defend the Provinces, 
‘which we have fo particularly guarantied to himw? But it appears that they foon 
adopted other Ideas, and affumed other Principles concerning this Objeét. In the Ins 
ftructions, dated the 23d of June 1773, which the Council of Fort William gave to the 
faid Warren Haftings, previous to his Interview with the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla at Be- 
nares, they fay, that, while the King continued at Delhi, whither he proceeded in Oppo- 
“ fition to their moft ftrenuous Remonftrances, they fhould certainly confider the En- 
« gagements between him and the Company as diffolved, by his Alienation from them 
and their Intercft ;—that the Poffeffion of fo remote a Country could never be expected 
« to yield any Profit to the Company, and the Defence of it mutt require a perpetual 
« Aid of their Forces;” yet, in the fame Inftructions, they declare their Opinion, that, 
“if the King fhould make Overtures to renew his former Connection, Ais Right to re- 
© claim the Diftriéts of Corah and Illiabad could not with Propriety be difputed;” and they 
authorize the faid Warren Haftings to reftore them to him, oe Comdstion that be fhould 
renounce bis Claim to the Annual Tribute of Twenty-fix Lack of Kupces, heresnbefore men- 
tioned, and to the Arrears which might be due ;—thereby acknowledping the Jufuce of a 
Claim, which they detesmined not to comply with, but in Return tor the Surrender of 
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another equally valid:—That, neverthelefs, in the Treaty concluded by the faid Warten 
Haftings with Shuja ul Dowla, on the 7th of September 1773, it is afferted, that his Ma- 
jefty (meaning the King Shaw Allum) “ having abandoned the Diftriéts of Corah and 
‘¢ []liabad, and given a Sunnud for Corah and Curtah to the Marattas, had thereby 
* forfeited his Right’ to the faid Diftricts;” although it was well known to the faid 
Warren Haftings, and had been fo ftated by him to the Court of Dire€tors, that this 
Surrender, on the Part of the King, had been extorted from him by Violence, while he 
was a Prifoner in the Hands of the Marattas; and although it was equally well known to 
the faid Warren Haftings, that there was nothing in the sen Treaty of 1765, which 
could reftrain the King from changing the Place of his Refidence, coafequently that his 
Removal to Delhi could not occafion a Forfeiture of his Right to the Provinces fecured 
to him by that Treaty. 


That the faid Warren Haftings, in the Report which he made of his Interview and 
Negociations with Sujah ul Dowla, dated the 4th of October 1773, declared « that the 
‘© Adminiftration would have been culpable, in the higheft Degree, in retaining Poffeffion 
‘ of Corah and IIliabad for any otber Purpofe than that of making an Advantage by the 
“© Difpofal of them,” and therefore he had ceded them to the Vizier for Fifty Lack of 
Rupees; a Meafure for which he had no Authority whatever from the King Shaw Allum, 
and in the Execution of which no Referve whatever was made in Favour of the Rights 
of that Prince, nor any Care taken of his Interetts. 


That, the Sale of thefe Provinces to Suja Dowla involved the Eaft India Company in a 
triple Breach of Juftice, fince, by the fame Act, they violated a Treaty, they fold the 
Property of another, and they alienated a Depofit committed to their Friendfhip and good 
Faith, and as fuch accepted by them :—That a Meafure of this Nature is not to be de- 
fended on Motives of Policy and Convenience, fuppofing fuch Motives to have exifted, 
without a total Lofs of public Honour, and fhaking all Security in the Faith of Treaties ; 
but that, in reality, the Pretences urged by the faid Warren Hatftings, for felling the King’s 
Country to Suja Dowla, were falfe and invalid.—It could not ftrengthen our Alliance with 
Sujah ul Dowla; fince, paying a Price for a Purchafe, he received no Favour, and incurred 
no Obligation. It did not free the Company from all the Dangers attending either a re- 
mote Property or a remote Connexion ; fince, the Moment the Country in queftion became 
Part of Suja Dowla’s Dominions, jt was included in the Company’s former Guaranty of 
thofe Dominions, and in cafe of Invafion, the Company were obliged to fend Part of 
their Army to defend it, at the Requifition of the faid Suja Dowla: And if the remote Si- 
tuation of thofe Provinces made the Defence of them difficult and dangerous, much more 
was it a difficult and dangerous Enterprize to engage the Company's Force in an Attack and 
Invafion of the Rohillas, whofe Country lay at a much greater Diftance from the Company’s 
Frontier : Which, neverthelefs, the faid Warren Haftings agreed to, and undertook at the 
very Time when, under Pretence of the Difficulty of defending Cora and IIliabad, he fold 
thofe Provinces to Suja Dowla, It did not relieve the Company from the Expence of 
defending the Country, fince the Revenues thereof far exceeded the Subfidy to be paid by 
Suja Dowla, and thefe Revenues jultly belonged to the Company as long as the Country 
continued under their Protection, and would have anfwered the Expence of defending it. 
—Finallv, that the Sum of Fifty Lack of Rupees, ftipulated with the faid Suja Dowla 
was inadequate to the Value of the Country, the Annual Revenues of which were ftated 
at Twenty-five Lack of Rupees, which General Sir Robert Barker, then Commander in 
a of the Company’s Forces, affirms, was certain, and too generally known to admit of 
a Doubt. 


That the King Shaw Allum received, for fome Years, the Annual Tribute of Twenty- 
fix Lack of Rupees abovementioned, and was entitled to continue to receive it, by 
virtue of an Engagement deliberately, and for an adequate Confideration, entered into 
with him by the Company’s Servants, and approved of and ratified by the Company 
themfelves ;—that this Engagement was abfolute and unconditional, and did neither ex« 
prefs, nor fuppofe, any Cafe, in which the faid King fhould forfeit, or the Company fhould 
have a Right to refume, the Tribute ;—that, neverthelefs, the faid Warren Haftings and 
his Council, immediately after felling the King’s Country to Suja Dowla, refolved to 
withhold, and actually withheld, the Payment of the faid Tribute, of which the Kin 
Shaw Allum has never fince received any Part ;—that this Refolution of the Council f 
not juftified, even by themfelves, on Principles of Right and Juftice, but by Arguments 
of Policy and Convenience, by which the beft-founded Claims of Right and Juftice may 
at all Times be fet afide and defeated. « They judged it highly impolitic and unfafe to 
‘¢ anfwer the Drafts of the King until they were fatisfied of his amicable Intentions and 
‘¢ thofe of his new Allies.” But neither had they any Reafon to queftion the Kin "5 
amicable Intentions, nor was he pledged to anfwer for thofe of the Marattas; his cru. 
ing to the good Faith of that People, and relying on their Affiftance, to reinftate him in, 
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the Poffeffion of his Capital, might have been imprudent and impolitic; but thefe Meas 
fures, however ruinous to himfelf, indicated no Enmity to the Englith, nor were they 
productive of any Effects injurious to the Englith Interefts, And it is plain, that the faid 
Warren Haftings and his Council were perfectly aware that their Motives or Pretences 
for withholding the Tribute were too weak to juftify their Conduct, having principally 
infifted on the reduced State of their Treafury, which, as they faid, rendered it impratti- 
cable to comply with thofe Payments, The Right of a Creditor does not depend on the Cir- 
cumftances of the Debtor ; on the contrary, the Plea of Inability includes a virtual Ace 
knowledgement of the Debt, fince, if the Creditor’s Right were denied, the Plea would 
be fuperfluous. 


That the Eaft India Company, having on their Part violated the Engagements, and 
renounced the Conditions, on which they recelved, and have hitherto held and enjoyed, the 
Dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, from the King Shaw Allum, have thereby forfeited 
all Right and Title to the faid Dewanny, arifing from the faid Grant, and that it is free 
and open to the faid King to refume fuch Grant; and to transfer it to any other Prince 
or State:—That, notwithftanding any Diftrefs or Weaknefs, to which he may be actually 
reduced, his lawful Authority, as Sovereign of the Mogul Empire, is {till acknowledged 
in India, and that his Grant of the Dewanny would fufficiently authorize, and materially 
affift any Prince or State that might attempt to difpoffefs the Eaft India Company 
thereof, fince it would convey a Right, which could not be difputed, and to which 
nothing but Force could be oppofed. Nor can thefe Opinions be more ftrongly Ex- 
preffed, than they have been lately by the faid Warren Haltings himfelf, who, in a Minute 
recorded the rft of December 1784, has declared that, * fallen as the Houfe of Timur 
« js, it is yet the Relick of the moft illuftrious Line of the Eaftern World ;—that ss 
 Scverelgnty is untverfally acknowledged, though the Subftance of it no longer exitts ; 
. “and that the Company itfelf derives its Conttitutional Dominion from its oftenfible 
« Bounty.” 


That the faid Warren Haftings, by this Declaration, has renounced and condemned the 
Principle on which he avowedly acted towards the Mogul in the Year 1773, when he de- 
nied that the Sunnuds or Grants of the Mogul, if they were in the Hands of another 
Nation, would avail them any thing; and when he declared, ‘ that the Sword, which gave 
‘ys the Dominion of Bengal, mutt be the Inftrument of its Prefervation, and that, if it 
© fhould ever ceafe to be ours, the next Proprietor would derive his Right and Poffeffion 
« from the fame natural Charter.” That the faid Warren Haftings, to anfwer any imme- 
diate Purpofe, adopts any Principle of Policy, however falfe or aon without any 
Regard to former Declarations made, or to Principles avowed on other Occafions by him- 
felf; and particularly that, in his Conduct to Shaw Allum, he firft maintained, that the 
Grants of that Prince were of no Avail, that we held the Dominion of Bengal by the 
Sword, which he has falfely declared the Source of Right, and the natural Charter of Do- 
minion ; whereas, at a later Period, he has declared, that the Sovereignty of the Family of 
Sha Allum is univerfally acknowledged, and that the Company fel derives its Conftiru. 
tional Dominion from their oftenfible Bounty. 
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PART I 


Rights and Titles of the Rajah of Benares. 





I. 

HAT the Territory of Benares is a fruitful, and has been, not Jong fince, an orderly, well 

cultivated, and improved Province; of great Extent ; and its capital City, as Warren Haftings, 
Efq. has informed the Court of Direétors in his Letter of the 21ft of November 1781, “* is highly 
** revered by the Natives of the Hindi Perfuafion, fo that many, who have acquired independent 
“* Fortunes, retire to clofe their Days in a Place fo eminently diftinguifhed for its Sanétity :” and he 
further acquaints the Directors, “* that it may rather be eonudered as the Seat of the Hindé Rell- 
** gion, than as the Capital of a Province. But as its Inhabitants are not compofed of Hindds 
** only, the former Wealth which flowed into it from the Offerings of Pilgrims, as well as from the 
* Trapfactions of Exchange, for which its central Situation is adapted, has attracted Numbers of 
** Mahomedans, who ftill continue to refide in it with their Families.” And cthefe Circumftances 
of the City of Benares, which nog only attracted the Attention of all the different Defcriptions of 
Men who inhabit Indoftan, but interefted them warmly in whatever ic might fuffer, did, in a pecu- 
Jiar Manner, require, that the Governor General and Council of Calcutta fhould conduct themfelves 
with regard to its Rulers and Inhabitants, when it became dependant on the Company, on the 
moft diltinguifhed Principles of good Faith, Equity, Moderation, and Mildnefs. 


IT. 

That the Rajah Bulwant Sing, late Prince or Zemindar of the Province aforefaid, was a great 
Lord of the M§gtil Empire, dependant on the fame, through the Vizier of the Empire, the late 
Sujah Ul Dow.a, Nabob of Oude; and the faid Bulwant Sing, in the Commencement of the 
Engiifh Power, ‘did attach himfelf to the Caufe of the Englifh Company ; and the Court of Di- 
reCtors of the faid Company did acknowledge, in their tae of the 26th of May 1768, that 
** Bulwant Sing’s joining us, at the Time he did, was of final Service, and the Stipulation in his 
“* Favour was what.he was juftly entitled to”:-and they did commend “ the Care that had been 
** taken (by the then Prefidency) of thofe that had fhewn their Attachment to them (the Company) 
“ during the War;” and they did finally exprefs their Hope and Expeétation in the Words follow- 
ing: “* The Moderation and Attention paid to thofe who have efpoufed our Interefts in this War, 
** will refore our Reputation in Hindoftan, and that the Indian Powers will be convinced NO 
u* Breach of Treaty will ever have our Santtion.” 


¢ 


Il, 

That the Rajah Bulwant Sing died on the 23d of Auguft 1770, and his Son, Cheit Sing, fuc- 
ceeding to his Rights and Preterfions, the Prefidency of Calcutta (John Cartier, Efquire, being 
then Prefident) did inftruét Captain Gabriel Harper, to procure a Confirmation of the Succeffion to 
his Son Cheit Sing, “ as it was of the utmoft Political Import to the Company’s Affairs; and that 
** the young Man ought not to confider the Price to be paid to fatisfy the Vizier’s Fealoufy and Ava- 
** rice.” And they did further declare as follows: “ The ftrong and inviolable Attachment which 
" fublifted betwixt the Company and the Father, makes us moft readily interpofe our good Offices 
“ for the Son.” And the young Rajah aforefaid having agreed, under the Mediation of Captain 
Harper, to pay near Two hundred thoufand Pounds as a Gift to the faid Vizier, and to increafe 
his Tribute by near Thirty thoufand Pounds Annually, a Deed of Confirmation was paffed by the 
faid Vizier to the faid Rajah, and his Heirs, by which he became a Purchafer for valuable Confi- 
derations of his Right and Inheritance in the Zemindary aforefaid. In confequence of this Grant, 
fo by him purchafed, the Rajah was folemnly invefted with the Government in the City of Benares, 


** amidft the Acclamations of a numerous People, and to the great Satisfaction of all Parties.” - 
N* PFI. A And 


E 2 ] 

And the faid Harper, in his Letter of the 8ch O&ober ¥770, giving an Account of the Invef- 
titure afotefaid, did exprefs himfelf in thefe Words: “ I will leave the young Rajah, and others, to 
’ acquaint you how I have conducted myfelf: only thus much let.me fay, that 1 have kept a ftrié 
“ Eye not to diminifh cur Watictial Hofott, Dilntetettednefs, and Juftice;- which: F will conclude 
* has had a greater Effect in fecuring to the Company their vatt Poffeffions, than even the Force of 
‘“S Atms, however formidable, could do.” The Prefident of Calcutta teftified his Approbation of 
the faid Harper's Condué in the ftrongeft Terms, that is in the following: “ Your Difinterefted- 
nefs has been equally diftinguifhable as your Abilities, and both do you the greateft Ho- 
_* nour,” 


IV. 

That the Agreemient between the Rajah and Nabob aforefaid continued on both Sides without 
dny Violation, under the Sanétion and Guarantee of the Eaft India Company, for Three Years ; when 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, being then Prefident, did propofe a further Confirmation of the faid 
Grant; and did, on the 12th of Odtober 1773, obtain a Delegation for himfelf to be the Perfon 
to negociate the fame: it being his Opinion, as expreffed in his Report of Odtabér 4th, 1773, that 
the Rajah was not ofily entitled to the Inheritance of his Zeminddry by the Grants through 
Captain Harper, but that the preceding Treaty of Iilabad, though literally expreffing no more than 
a Security perfonal to Bulwant Sing, did notwithftanding, in the true Senfe and Import thereof, 
extend to his Pofterity; “* and chat it had been differently underftoed (that is not literally) by the 
“* Company, and by this Adminiftration; and the Vizier had Jefore put it out of all Difpute, by 
“* che folemn Aé& paffed in the Rajah’s Favour on his Succeffion to the Zemindary.” 


Vv. 

That the Council, in their Inftruétions to the faid Govertior Haftings; did impower him “ to 
** yenew, in Behalf of the Rajah Cheit Sing, thé Stipulation which was formerly made with the 
“* Vizier, in Confideration of his Sérvices in £764 ;” and the Government was atcordingly fettled 
on the Rajah and his Poffterity, or to his Airs, on the fame Footing on which it was granted to his 
faid Father, excepting the Addition aforefaid to the Tribute; with an expzefs Provifion, “* that- xo 
** Encreafe fhall ever hereafter be demanded.” And the Grant and Stipulation aforefaid was further 
confirmed by the faid Sujah U! Dowla, under thé Company’s Guarantee, by the moft folemn and 
awful Form of Oath known in the Mahomedan Religion, inferted in the Body of the Deed or 
Grant; and the faid Warren Haftings, prone imprefied with the Opinion of the Propriety of 

rotecting the Rajah, and of the Injuftice, Malice, and Avarice of the faid Sujah Dowla, and the 
nown Family Enmity fubfifting between him and the Rajah, did dectare, in his Report to the 
Council, as follows: “ I am well convinced that the Rajah’s Inheritance, and perhaps his Life, 
** are no longer fafe than while he enjoys the Company’s Protection, which is his Due by the 
“ Ties of Juftice, and the Obligations of public Faith,” 


VI. 

That fome Time after the new Confirmation aforefaid, that is to fay, in the Year 1774, the Go- 
vernor General and Council, whith had been formed, and the Members thereof appointed, by A@ 
of Parliament, did obtain the Affignment of the Sovereignty Paramount of the faid Government by 
Treaty with the Nabob of Oude; by which, gp the fupreme Dominion was changed, the 
Terms and the Conditions of the Tenure of the Rajah of Benares remained; as the faid Nabob of 
Oude could transfer to the Eaft India Company no other or greater Eftate than he himfelf pof- 
feffed in or over the faid Zemindary. But, to obviate any Mifconftruétion on the Subjett, the faid 
Warren Haftings did propofe to the Board, that whatever Provifion might in the faid Treaty be 
made for the Intereft of the Company, the fame fhould be ‘* without an Encroachment on the juk 
** Rights of the Rajah, or the Engagements affually fub/ifting with him.” 


VII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings then having, or pretending to have, an extraordinary Care of the 
Intereft of the Rajah of Benares, did, on his Transfer of the Sovereignty, propofe a new Grant to 
be conveyed in new Inftruments to the faid Rajah, conferring upon him further Privileges; namely 
the Addition of the Sovereign Rights of the Mint, and of the Right of Criminal Juftice of Life and 
Death : and he the faid Warren Haftings, as Govérnor General, did himfelf propofe the Refolutioh 
for that Purpofe in Council, in the following Words, with Remarks explanatory of the Principles 
upon which the Grants aforefaid were made: namély, 


Minute. 
Vint. 

“ That the perpetual and independent Pofieffion of the Zemindary of Benares, and its Dependencies, 
“be confirmed and guarantied to the Rajah Cheit Sing and his Heirs for ever, /ubjed? only to the Annual Pay. 
“* ment of the Revenues bitherte pee to the late Vizier, amounting Bénates S™ Ru ees, 23,71,656,12, to 
** be dilpofed of as is exprefed in the following Article: bat no other Demand be made on him, either 
“! by the Nabob of Oude, or this Government , nor any Kind of Authority or Furifdittion be exercifed by 
“* either within the Diftrifts afigned him.” To which Minute he, the faid Warren Hattings, did 
fubjoin the following Obfervation in Writing, and récorded thesewith in the Council Books, shat is 
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to fay: “ Lhe Rajab. of Benares,. from the Situation of bis Country, wabich.is a. Frontier. ta the, Rrovinces 
“© of Oude and. Babar, may be made a ferviceable Ally te the Compam, udenever their Affairs foall require 
“* is, He bas akways been confidered in this Light both by the Gompamy and. the fuccefsve Members of the 
“© Jase Council ,. but, to infure bis Attachment to thk Company, . his. Inteveft meuft be conuetied with it, which 
** cannot be better effetted than by freeing bim totally from the REMAINS of bis prefent Vaffalage, under 
** the Guarantee and Proteétion of the Company ; and at the fame Time guarding te againft any Appre- 
“* benfions from this Government, by thus pledging tts Faith that no Encroachment fhall ever be made on bit 
“ Rights bp the Company.” Abd the faid Warren Haftings, op the Fifth of July 1775, did himfelf 
propole, among other Articles of the Treaty relative to this Obyeét, One of the following Tenor : 
* That whilft che Rajah fhall concinue faitliful to thefe Engagements, and punctual in his Pay- 
“* ments, and fhall pay due Obedience to the Authority of this Government, no more Demands thall 
“* be made upon him by the Honourable Company, of ANY KIND; ar, on any Fretence whatfoever, 
“fall any Perfon be allowed to interfere with his Authority, or to difturb the Peace of his Coun 
** cry.” And the faid Article was by the other Members. of the Council aflented to without Debate. 


1X. 

On transferring the Rajah’s Tribute from the Nabab to the Company, the Stipulation with the 
Nabob was renewed on the Propolition of the faid Warren Haftings himfelf, and expreffed ina yet 
more diftiné&t Manner; namely, “‘ That no more Demands fhall be made upon him, by the Honou- 
** rable Company, of any Kind :” and the faid Warren Haltings, in Juftification of his Propofal of 
giving the Rajah “ g complete and uncontrolled Authority over his Zemindary,” did enter on the 

ouncil Book the following Reafons for invefting him with the fame, ftrongly indicating the Situa- 
tion in which he muft be lefc under any other Circumftances, whether under the Nabob of Oude, or 
under the Englith, or under the double Influence of both: “* That the Security of his Perfon and 
** Peffeffions, from the Company’s Protection, may be rated equal to many Lacks of Rupees; 
** which, though faved to bins, are no Lo/s to the Government on which be depends, being all Articles of invt- 
** fible Expence ; in Fees to the Minifters and Officers of the Nabob; in the Charges of a double 
** Eftablifhment of Vackeels to both Governments; in Prefents and Charges of Accommodation to 
** the Nabob, during his Refidence at any Place within the Boundaries of his Zemindary; in se 
** Frauds, Embexzlements, and Opprefions exercifed in the Mint and Cutwally ; befides the allowed Pro- 
** fits of thofe Officers, and the Advantages which every Man in occafonal Power, or in the Credit of 
“¢ it, might make of the Rajak's known Weakne/s, and the Dread he ftood in both of the Difpleafure 
* of the Nabob, and the ci Will of Individuals the Englifo, who were all confidered, either in their 
. prefent Stations or ConneBions, or the Right of Succefion, as Members of the State of Bengal. \t would 
** be fcarce poffible to enumerate all the Inconveniences to which the Rajah was liable in d7s former 
“* Situation, or to eftimate the precife Effect which they produced on his Revenue, and on the gtofs 
“* Amount of his Expence; but it may be ealily conceived, that both were enormous and of a 
** Nature the moft likely to leffen the Profits of Government, inftead of adding to them.” And in 
Juftification of his Propofal of giving the Rajah the Symbols of Sovereignty in the Power of Life 
and Death, and in the Coining of Money, as Pledges of his Independence, he {tates the deplorable 
Situation of Princes reduced to Dependance on the Vizier, or the Company, and obliged to enter- 
tain an Englifh* Refident at their Court, in the following Words: “ It is propofed to receive the 
** Payment of his (the Rajah’s) Rents at Patna, becaufe that is the neareft Provincial Station, and 
* becaufe it would not fruftrate the Intention of rendering the Rajab independent. If a Refident was 
** appointed to receive the Money, as it became due, at Benares, fuch a Refidext would unavoidably 
*S acquire an Influence over the Rajah, and over his Country, which would in Effect render bim the 
** Mafter of both. This iene leh might not perhaps be brought completely to pafs without 4 
** Struggle, and many Appeals to Councsi, which, in a Government conftituted like this, cannot fail te 
“* terminate againft the Rajah, and, by the Conftrudtion to which bis Oppofition to the Agent would be 
** Kable, might eventually craw on bim fevere RefiriGtions, and in reducing bim to the mean and deprawed 
“ State of @ mere Zemindar.” 


Xx. 

That in order to fatisfy the faid Rajah of the Intentions of the Company towards him, and of the 
true Senfe and Conftruction of the Grants to him, the faid Rajah, to be made, the Governor General 
(he the faid Warren Haftiags) and Council did, on the ath Auguft 1775, inftru& Mr, Fowke, 
the Refident at the Rajah’s Court, in che following Words: “ It is proper to affure che Rajah we 
* do not mean to encreafe his Tribute, but to require from him an exact Sum. That, under the 
“* Sovereignty of the Company, we are determined to leave him the free and uncontrolled Ma- 
** nagement of the internal Government of his Country, and the Colleftion and Regulation of the 
“* Revenwes, fo long as he adheres to the Terms of his Engagement ; and will never demand ony 
£* Augmentation of the Annual Tribute which may be fixed.” 


. kw. 

That the faid Warren Heftings and the Council General, not being fatisfied with having inftru&ted 
the Refident to make the Reprefentation aforefaid, to remove all Sufpicion that by the new Grants 
any Attempt fhould infidioufly be made to change his former Tenure, did refolve, that a Letter 
fhould be written by the Governor General himfelf to the Rajah of Benares, to be delivered to 
Mr. Fowke the Refident, together with his Credentials , in which Letter they declare “ the ae 

.. Willing 
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*t willing to continue the Grant of the Zemindary to him, in as /ull and ample a Manuer as be poffefed 

** it frm ormer Sovereigns ; and on his paying the Annual Tribute, &c.” And in explaining the 

Reafons for granting to him the Mint and Criminal Juftice, they inform him, that this is done in 

at “ thar he may poffefs an gxcontrolled and free Autbority in the Regulation and Government of his 
emindary.” 


XH. 

That, on the 26th February 1776, the Board and Council did order that the proper Inftruments 
fhould be prepared for conveying to the Rajah aforefaid the Government and Criminal Julftice and 
Mint of Benares, with its Dependencies, ‘‘ in the ufual Form; exprefing the Conditions already refolved 
** on in the feveral Proceedings of the Board.” And on the fame Day a Letter was written to the 
Refident at Benares, fignifying chat they had ordered the proper Inftruments to be prepared, fpeci- 
fying the Terms concerning the Remittance of the Rajah’s Tribute to Calcutta, as well as ~ be 
“* feveral other Conditions which bad been already agreed to; and that they fhould forward it to him, to 
“be delivered to the Rajah.” And on the 20th of March following the Board did again explain 
the Terms of the faid Tribute in a Letter to the Court of Directors ; and did add, “* that a Sannud 
“* (Grant or Patent) for his (Cheit Sing’s) Zemindary fhould be furnifhed him, on the/e, and the 
= Gonditions before agreed on.” 


XII. 

That during the Courfe of the Tranfactions aforefaid in Council, and the various Affur- 
ances given to the Rajah and the Court of Directors, certain improper and fraudulent Practices 
were ufed with regard to the Symbols of Inveftiture which ought to have been given, and the 
Form of the Deeds by which the faid Zemindary ought to have been granted : for it appears that the 
original Deeds were figned by the Board on the 4th September 1775, and tranfmitted to Mr. Fowke, 
the Refident at the Rayah’s Court ; and that, on the 20th of November following, {the Court of Di- .; 
rectors were acquainted, by the faid Warren Haftings and the Council, that Rajah Cheit Sing had 
been invefted with the Sannud (Charters or Patents) for his Zemindary, and the Kellaut (or Robes 
of Inveftiture) in all the proper Forms. But, on the 1ft of October 1775, the Rajah did complain 
to the Governor General and Council, that the Kellaut (or Robes) with which he was to be invett- 
ed, according to their Order, “ is not 4 the fame Kind as that which he received from the late Vi« 
“* zier on the like Occafion.” In Confequence of the faid Complaint, the Board did, in their Let- 
ter to the Refident of the 11th of the fame Month, defire him “ to make Inquiry refpecting the 
** Nature of the Kellaut, and inveft him with One of the fame Sort, on the Part of this Government, 
** inftead of that which they formerly defcribed to him.” And it appears highly probable, that 
the Inftruments which accompanied the faid Robes of Inveftiture were made in a Manner conform- 
able to the Orders and Directions of the Board, and the Conditions by them agreed to; as the 
Rajah, who complained of the Infufficiency of the Robes, did make no Complaint of the Infuffici- 
ency of the Inftruments, or of any Deviation in them from thofe he had formerly received from 
the Vizier. But a Copy or Duplicate of the faid Deeds or Inftruments were in fome Manner farreptitioufly 
Apefed of, and withheld from the Records of the Company, ana never were tran/mitted to the Court of 

sreciors, ; 


XIV, 

That feveral Months after the faid Settlement and Inveftiture, namely, on the 15th of April 1776, 
the Secretary informed the Court that he had prepared a Sannud, Cabbolut, and Pottah (that is, 
a Patent, an Agreement, and a Rent Roll) for Cheit Sing’s Zemindary ; and the Board ordered the 
fame to be executed. Butthe Refident, on receiving the fame, did tran{mic the feveral Objections 
made by the Rajah thereto, and particularly to a Claufe in the Patent, made in direét Contradic- 
tion to the Engagements of the Council fo folemnly and repeatedly given; by which Claufe the 
former Patents are declared to be aull. That on the Reprefentation aforelaid, on the 2gth July, the 
Secretary was ordered to prepare new and proper Inftruments, omitting the Claufe declaring the former 
Patents to.be null, and the faid new Patents were delivered to the Rajah; and the others which he 
objected to, as well as thofe {which had been delivered to him originally, were returned to the Pre- 
fidency. But neither the Firft Set of Deeds, nor the fraudulent Patent aforefaid, nor the new 
Inftruments made out on the Compl@nt of the Rajah, omitting the exceptionable Words, have 
been inferted in the Recosdspalthough'it was the particular Duty of the faid Warren Hattings that all 
Tranfactions with the Country Powers fhould be faithfully entered; as well as to take care that all 
Inftruments tranfmitted to them, on the Faith of the Company, thould be honeftly, candidly, and 
fairly executed, according to the true Intent and Meaning of the Engagements entered into on the 
Part of the Company ; giving, by the faid complicated, artificial, and fraudulent Management, as 
well as by his faid omitting to record the faid material Document, {trong Reafon to prefume that 
he did even then meditate to make fome evil Ufe of the Deeds which he thus withheld from the 
Company, and which he did afterwards in Reality make, when he found Means and Opportunity to 
effect his evil Purpofe, 3 
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P A R T IT’. 


Defigns of Mr. Haftings to ruin the Rajah of Benares. 





I. 

HA T the Tribute transferred to the Company, by the Treaty with the Nabob of Oude, 
being 4.250,000a Year Sterings and upwards, without any Deductions whatfoever, was paid 
Monthly, with fuch punétual Exaétnefs, as had no Parallel in the Company’s Dealings with any of 
the native Princes, or with any fubjeét Zemindar, being the only’ one who never was in Arrears ; 
and, according to all Appearance, a perfect Harmony did prevail between the Supreme Council at 
Calcutta and the Rajah. But though the Rajah of Benares furnifhed no Occafion of Difpleafare 
to the Board, yet it fince appears that the faid Warren Haftings did, at fome Time in the Year 
1777, coficeive Difpleafure againft him, In that Year, he, the faid Warren Hattings, retraéted 
his own Act of Refignation of his Office, made to the Court of Directors through his Agent Mr. 
Macleane ; and, calling in the Aid of the Military to fupport him in his Authority, brought the 
Divifions of the Government, accotding to his own face ““ to an Extremity bordering on 
“ Civil Violence.” This Extremity he attributes, in a Narrative by him tranfmitted to the Court 
of Directors, and printed, not to his own Fraud and Prevarication, but to what he calls ‘‘ an At- 
** tempt to wreft from him his Authority ;” and in the faid Narrative he pretends that the Rajah 
of Benares had deputed an Agent, with an exprefs Commiffion, to his Opponent Sir John Clavering. 
This Fatt, if it had been true (which is not proved) was in no fort criminal or offenfive to the 
Cornpany’s Government ; but was at firft Sight nothing more than a proper Mark of Duty and 
Refped&t to the fuppofed Succeffion of Office. Nor is it poffible to conceive in what Manner it 
could offend the faid Haftings, if he did not Sa that the exprefs Commiffion, to which in the 
faid Narrative he refers, might relate to the Difcovery to Sir Jon Clavering of fome Practice 
which he might wifh to conceal; the faid Clavering, whom he ftyles “ dis Opponent,” having 
been engaged, in Obedience to the Company’s exprefs Orders, in the Difcovery of fundry Pecula- 
tions, and other evil Praétices, charged upon the faid Hattings. But although, at the Time of 
the faid pretended Deputation, he diffembled his Refentment, it appears to have rankled in hie 
Mind, and that he never forgave it, of whatever Nature it might have been (the fame never having 
been by him explained) ; and fome Years after he recorded it in his Juftification of his oppreffive 
Conduét towards the Rajah, urging the fame, with great Virulence and Afperity, ‘as a Proof or Pte- 
fumption of his the faid Rajah’s DifaffeCtion to the Company’s Government , and, by his fubfequent 
Acts, he feems from the firft to haye refolved, when Opportunity fhould occur, ona fevere Re- 

venge. 


II. 

That having obtained, in his cafting Vote, a Majority in Council, on the Death of Sir John Clu- 
verinpe and Mr. Monfon, he did fuddenly, and without any previous general Communication with 
the Members of the Board, by a Minute of Confultation of the gth of July 1778, make an ex- 
ttdordinary Demand, namely, “ that the Rajah of Benares fhould confent to the Eftablifhment of 
“* Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed and maintained at bis own Expence ;” and the faid 
Expence was eftimated at between Fifty and Sixty thoufand Pounds Sterling. 


Il. 

That the faid Requifition did fuppofe the Con/ent of the Rajah, the very Word being inferted in 
the Body of his, the faid Warren Faftings’s, Minute; and the {ame was agreed to, though with fome 
Doubts on the Parts of Two of his CoHeagues, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, concerning the Right 
of making the fame, even worded as it was. But Mr, Francis and Mr. Wheler foon after finding 
that the‘Rajah was much alarmed by this Departure from the Treaty, the Requifition aforefaid was 
ftrenuoufly iy Usa by them. The faid Haftings did, notwithftanding this Oppofition, perfevere ; 
and by his cafting Vote alone did carry the faid unjuft and oppreffive Demand. The Rajah fubmitted, 


after fome Murmuring and Remonftrance, to pay oo required; but an the exprefs Condition 
No, III. 
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(as has been frequently afferted by him to the faid Warren Hattings, without any Contradiction) 
that the Exaction fhould continue dus for One Year, and fhould not be drawn into Precedent. He alfo 
requefted that the extraordinary Demand fhould be paid along with the Inftalments of his Monthly 
Tribute: but alchough the faid Warren Haftings did not fo much as pretend that the Inftant Pay- 
ment was at all neceffary, and though he was urged by his before-mentioned Colleagues to moderate 
his Proceedings, he did infift upon erage Payment of the Whale; and did deliver his Demand in 
proud and tale anguage, wholly unfit for g Governor of'a,civilized Nation to ufe towards 
eminent Perfons in Alliance with, and in honourable and free Dependence upon, its Government ; and 
did fupport the fame with Arguments full of unwarrantable Paffion, and with References to 
Reports affecting merely his own perfonal Power and Confideration, which Reports were not proved, 
nor attempted to be proved; and, if proved, furnifhing Reafons infufficient for his Purpofe, and 
indecent in any public-Proceedingse That the faid Haftings did caufe the faid Sums of Money to 
be $igoroully exaétel, although.no fuch regular Battalions, as he pretended to eftablifh, as-a Colour 
for his Demand on the Rajah, were then raifed, or any Steps taken towards raifing them. And 
when the faid Rajah pleaded hig Inability to pay the whole Sum at once, he, the faid Haftings, per- 
fevering in his faid outrageous and violent Demeanour, did order the Refident to wait on the Rajah 
forthwith, and “‘ demand of him in Perfon, and by Writing, the full Payment in Specie to be 
“made to him within Five Days of fuch Demand; and to declare to’ him, in the Name of this 
“* Government, that his evading or negleéting to accomplifh the Payment thereof within that 
** Space of Time, fhould be deemed equivalent to an abfolute Refufal, and in cafe of Non-compliance 
** with this (the Refident’s) Demand, we peremptorily enjoin you to refrain from all further Intercourfe 
** with bim :” the faid Haftings appearing, by all his Proceedings, to be more difpofed to bring on a 
Quarrel with the Prince of Benares, than to provide Money for any Public Service. , 


| - IV, 

That the faid Demand was complied with, and the Whole thereof paid on the roth of Odtober, 
that Year. And the faid Rajah did write to the faid Haftings a Letter, in order to mitigate and 
mollify him, declaring to the faid Haftings, that his fole Reliance was on him, “ and that in every 
*S Inftance he depended on his Faith, Religion, Promifes, and Aétions.” But he, the faid Warren 
Hattings, as if Ais being reminded of his Faith and Promifes were an incentive to him to violate 
the fame, although he had agreed that his Demand fhould not be drawh into Precedent, and the 
Payment of the 4.50,000 aforefaid fhould continue only for One Year, did, the very Day after he 
had received the Letter aforefaid, renew a Demand of the fame Nature, and on the fame Pre- 
tence, this Year, even lefs plaufible than the former of Three Battalions #o de railed. The faid 
Rajah, on being informed of this Requifition, did remind the faid Warren Haftings that he engaged, 
in the laft Year, that but One Payment fhould be made, and that he fhould not be called upon in 
future; and pleading Inability to difcharge the new Demand, declared himfelf in the following 
Words to the faid Warren ey: I am therefore hopeful you will be kindly pleafed to 
‘“ excufe me the Five Lacks now demanded, and that nothing may be demanded of me beyond 
< the Amount expreffed in the Pottah.” ' 


Vee 
That on the Day after the Receipt of this Letter, that is, on the 28th Auguft 1779, he, the faid 
Warren Haftings, made a Reply to the faid Letter ; and, without any Reinark whatfoever on the Al- 
legation of the Rajah, ftating to him his Engagement that he, the faid Rajah, fhould not be called 
wpon in future, he fays, “*] now repeat my Demand, that you do, on the Receipt of this, without 
“* Evafion or Delay, pay the Five Lack of Rupees into the Hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, who 
“* has Orders to receive it from you; and, in cafe of your Refufal, to f{ummon the Two Battalions 
** of Sepoys, under the Command of Major Camac, to Benares, that Meafures may be taken to 
** oblige you to a Compliance: and, in this Cafe, the whole Expence of the Corps, from the Time of 
£* its March, will fall on you.” ° 


VI. 

That the faid Rajah did a Second and Third Time reprefent to the faid Warren Haftings, that he 
had broke his Promife, and the faid Haftings did in no Manner deny the fame; but aid. in Con- 
tempt thereof, as well as of the original Treaty between the Company and the Rajah, order Two 
Battalions of Troops to march into his Territories, and in a Manner the mpft harth, infulting, and 
defpotic, as if to provoke that Prince to fome Aé& of Refiftance, did combel him to the Payment of 
the faid Second unjuft Demand; and did extort alfo the Sum of £. 2,000, on Pretence of the Charge 
of the Troops employed to coerce him. Ble 


VII. , 

That the Third Year, that is to fay, in the Year 1780, the fame Demagd. was, with the fame Me- 
naces, renewed; and did, as before, produce feveral humble Remonttrances and fubmiffive Com- 
plaints, which the faid Haftings did always treat as Crimes and Offences of the higheft Order: and al- 
though in the regular Subfidy or Tribute, which was Monthly payable by Treaty, Fifty Days of Grace 
were allowed on each Payment, and after the Expiration of the faid Fifty Days One one per 
Cent. only was provided as a Penalty, he, the faid Warren Haftings, on fome fhart Delay of Pay- 
meat of his Third penny and illegal! Demand, did prefume, of his own Authority, to impofe a 
Fine 


Sas oe 


Fine or Mulé of £. 10,000 on the faid Rajah: and though it does not appear whether or no the 
fame was actually levied, the faid Threat was foon after tallowed' by an Order, from the faid Hatt- 
ings, for the March of Troops into the Country of Benares, as in the preceding Year. 


VIN. 

That thefe violent and infulting Meafures failing to provoke thé Rajah, and he havitig paid up 
.the whole Demand, the faid Warren Haftings being refotved to drive him to Extremities, did make 
on the faid Rajah a fudden Demand, over and above the ordinary Fribute or Subfidy of £.260,000 

er Annum, and over and above the £. 50,@00 extraordinary, to provide a Body of Cavalry for the 
Eervice of the Bengal Government. 


IX. " 

The Demand, as expreffed in the Minute of Confulration, and in the public Inftrudtions of thé 
Board to the Refident, to make the Requifition, is ““ for fuch Part,of the Cavalry entertained in his 
-*© Service as he can fpare;”” and the Demand is in this, and in no other Manner, defcribed by the 
Governor General and Council in their Letter to the Court of Dire&tors. But in a Narrative of the 
faid Warren Haftings’s, addreffed to Edward Wheler, Efquire, it appears, that upon the Rajah’s 
making Difficulties, according to the Reprefentation of the faid Haftings, relative to the faid Re- 
quifition, the Correfpondence concerning which the faid Haftings hath fraudulently fuppreffed, he, 
ithe faid Haftings, inftead of adhering to the Requifition of fuch Cavalry as the Rajah could /pares 
cand which was all that by the Order of Council he was authorized to make, did, of his own private 
and arbitrary Authority, in fome Letter which he hath fuppreffed, inftruét the Refident Markham 
to make a peremptory Demand for 2000 Cavalry, which he well knew to be more than the Rajah’s 
Finances could fupport, eftimating the Provifion for py fame at £.96,000 a Year at the loweft, though 
the Expence of the fame would probably have been much more: which extravagant Demand the 
faid Haftings could only have made in hopes of provoking the Rajah to fome imprudent Meafure; 
or paffionate Remontftrance. And this arbitrary Demand oF Cavalry was made, and peremptorily in- 
fifted on, although in the original Treaty with the faid Rajah it was left entirely optional whether 
or not he fhould keep up any Cavalry at all and in the Minute of Confultation it was exprefsly 
mentioned to be thus optional; and that for whatfoever Cavalry he, the faid Rajah, fhould furnifh, he 
fhould be paid 15 Rupees per Month for each Private, and fo in Proportion for Officers: yet the 
Demand aforefaid was made without any Offer whatfoever of providing the faid Payment atcording 
to Treaty. 


x, 

That the faid Haftings did foon after, but upon what Grounds does fot appear by any Minute 
of Council, or from any Correfpondence contained in his Narrative, reduce che Demand to Fifteen 
Thoufand, and afterwards to One Thoufand ; by which he fhewed himfelf to be fenfible of the Ex- 
travagance of his firft Requifition. 


XI, 

That in conYequence of thefe Requifitions, as he aflerts in his Narfative aforefaid, the Rajah 
*© did offer Two hundred and Fifty Horfe, but fent none.” But the faid Haftings doth not accom- 
pany his faid Narrative with any Voucher or Document whatever; and therefore the Account given 

y the Rajah, and delivered to the faid Warren Haftings himfelf, inferted by the faid Warren Haf- 
tings himfelf in his Narrative, and in no Part thereof attempted to be impeached, is more worthy of 
Credit; that is to fay, 

“© With refpeé&t to the Horfe, you defired me in your Letter to inform you of what Number I 
could afford to ftation with you. I fent you a particular Account of all that werd in my Service, 

* amounting to One thoufand Three hundred Horfe, of which feveral were ftationed at diftane 
“ Places ; but I received no Anfwer to this, Mr. Markham delivered me an Order to prepare a 
“© Thoufand Horfe. In compliance with your Wifhes, I collected Five hundred Hore, and a 
“* Subftitute for the Remainder, Five hundred Burkundaffes [Matchlock Men], of which I fen 
** you Information; and I told Mr. Markham that they were ready to go ta whatever Place they 
‘© fhould be fent. No Anfwer, however, came from you on this Head, and I remained aftonifhed 
“* at the Caufe of it, Repeatedly I afked Mr. Markham about an Anfwer to my Letter about the 
*© Horfe; but he told me that he did not know the Reafon of no Anfwer having been fent. I re# 
** mained aftonifhed.” 


e¢ 


XII. 

That the faid Haftings is guilty of an high Offence, in not giving an Anfwer to Letters of fuch 
Importance, and in concealing the faid Letters from the Court of Directors, as well as tuch of his 
Correfpondence with the Refidents , and more particularly in not dire€ting to what Place the Ca- 
valry and Matchlock Men‘ aforefaid fhould be fent, when the Rajah had declared they were ready 
to go to whatever Service fhould be deftined for them, and afterwards in malicioufly accufing thé 
Rajah for not having fenc the fame. 


XIII, That 
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XIII. 

That, on the 3d of February 1781, anew Demand for the Support of the Three fictitious Bat: 
talions of Sepoys aforefaid was made by the faid Warren Haftings : but, whilft the Rajah was pay- 
ing by Inftalments the faid arbitrary Demand, the faid Rajah was alarmed with fome Jntelligence o 
fecret Projeéts on Foot for his Ruin; and being well apprized of the malicious and reven eful 
Temper of the faid Haftings, in order to pacify him, if poffible, offered to redeem himfelf by a 
large Ranfom, to the Amount of Two hundred thoufand Pounds Sterling, to be paid for the Ufe 
of the Company. And it appears that the faid Alarm was far from Saar for Major Palmer, 
One of the fecret and confidential Agents of the faid Haftings, hath fworn, on the 4th of December 
1781, at the Defire of the faid Warren Haftings, before Sir Elijah Impey, to the following Effect, 
that is to fay, “* That the faid Warren Haftings had told him, the faid Palmer, that he, the {aid 
“* Haftings, had rejected the Offer of Two hundred thoufand Pounds made by the Rajah of Benares 
“ for the Public Service; and that he was refolved to convert the Faults committed by the Rajab inte 
“* @ Public Benefit, and would exaét the Sum of £. 500,006 as a Punifhment for his Breach of En- 

gagements with the Government of Bengal, and A@s of Mifconduct in his Zemindary ; and, if 
“* the Rajah fhould abfolutely refufe the Demand, that he would deprive him of his Zemindary, dr 
~ transfer the Sovereignty thereof to the Nabob of Oude.” 


XIV. 

And Mr. Anderfon, in his Declaration from Scindia’s Camp, of the 4th of January 1782, did 
alfo, at the Defire of Mr. Haftings, depofe (though not on Oath concerning a Converfation between 
him and the faid Haftings (but mentioning neither the Time nor Place where the fame was held) ; 
in which Converfation, after reciting the Allegations of the faid Haftings relative to feveral Parti- 
culars of the Delay and Backwardnefs of the Rajah in paying the aforefaid extra Demand, and his 
Refolution to exact from the Rajah “‘ a confiderable Sum of Roney to the Relief of the Company's 
“ Exigences,” he proceeds in the following words: ‘“‘ That if he (the Rajah) confented, you 
* (the faid Warren Haftings) were defirous of efablijbing bis Pofefions on the moft permanent and eligt- 
** dle footing ; but, if he refufed, you had it in your Power to raife a Jarge Sum tor the Company, by 
** accepting an Offer which had been made for his Diftriéts by the Vizier.” And the faid Ander- 
fon, in the Declaration aforefaid, made at the Requett of the faid Haftings, and addreffed to him, 
exprefied himfelf as follows: ‘* That you told me you had communicated our Defigns to Mr. Wheler 
** (his only remaining Colleague); and I believe, but I do not pofitively recollect, you faid he 
** concurred in them.” But no Trace of any fuch Communication or Concurrence did, at the 
Time referred to, or at any Time ever after, appear on the Confultations, as it ought to have done; 
and the faid Haftings is criminal, for having omitted to enter and record the Proceeding, That the 
{aid Wheler did alfo declare, but a confiderable Time after the Date of the Converfations aforefaid, 
that “ on the Eve of the Governor General’s Departure, the faid Haftings had told him, that the 
“* Rajah’s Offences (not ftating what Offences, he having paid up all the Demands, ordinary and 
** extraordinary) were declared to require early Punifhment , and as his Wealth was great, and the Com- 
“* pany’s Exigences breffing. it was thought a Meafure of Policy and of Juftice, to cxaét from him a 
“* large pecuniary Mulct for their Relief. The Sum to which the Governor declared his Refolution 
“* to extend the Fine, was Forty or Fifty Lacks; his Ability to pay it, was ftated as a Fa@ thge 
“° could not admit of a Doubt; and the Two Alternatives, on which the Governor declared himfelf 
** to have refolved, were, to the beft of my Recollection, either a Removal from his Zemindary 
** entirely ; or, by taking immediate Poffeffion of all his Forts, to‘obtain out of the Treafure depo- 
** fited in them the above Sum for the Company.” 


XV, 

That, in the Declaration of the faid Wheler, the Time of the Converfation aforefaid is ftated to 
be on the Eve of the Governor’s Departure, and then faid to be Confidential; nor is it faid or infi- 
nuated that he knew or ever heard thereof at a more early Period; though it appears by Major Pal- 
mer’s Affidavit, that the Defign of taking not Four or Five, but abfolutely Five hundred thoufand 
Pounds from the Rajah, was communicated to him as early as the Month of June. And it does 
not appear, by the Declarations of the faid Wheler, he did ever cafually or officially approve of the 
Meafure; which long Concealment and late Communication, Time not being allowed to his Col- 
league to confider the Nature and Confequences of fuch a Project, or to advife any Precaution 
concerning the fame, is a high Mifdemeanour. 


That the faid Haftings, having formed a Refolution to execute One of the Three violent and arbi- 
trary Refolutions aforefaid, namely, to fell the Company’s Sovereignty over Benares to the Nabob 
of Oude; or to difpoffefs the Rajah of his Territories ; or to feize upon his Forts, and to plunder 
them of the Treafure therein contained, to the Amount of Four or Five hundred thoufand Pounds; 
did reject the Offer of Two hundred thoufand Pounds, tendered by the faid Rajah for his Redemp- 
tion from the Injuries which he had difcovered that the faid Haftings had clandeftinely meditated 
agamft him, although the Sum aforefaid would have been a confiderable and feafonable Acquificion 
at that Time; the faid Haftings being determined, at a critical Period, to rifk the Exiftence of the 
Britith Empire, rather than fail in the Gratification of his Revenge againft the faid Rajah. 


’ 


i XVII. That 
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That the Firft of his Three inftituted Projets, namely, the depriving the Rajah of his Terrt. 
tories, was by himfelf confidered as a Meafure likely to be productive of much Odium to the Britith 
Government; he having declared, whatever Opinions he might entertain of its Juftice, “‘ That it 
“ would have an Appearance of Severity; and might furnifh Grounds unfavourable to the Credit of 
“ our Government, and to bis own Reputation, from the natural Influence which every 44 of Rigour, 
© exercifed in the Perfons of Men in elevated Situations, is apt to wmprefs on thofe who are too remote 
“ trom the Scene of Action to judge, by any Evidence of the Facts themfelves, of their Motives or 
* Propriety.” And the Second Attempt, the Sum of Money which he aimed at by attacking the 
Fortreffes of the Rajah, and plundering them of the Treafure fuppofed to be there fecured, befides 
the obvious Uncertainty of acquiring what was thus fought, would be liable to the fame Imputa- 
tions with the former. And with regard to the Third Project, namely the Sale of the Company’s 
Sovereignty to the Nabob of Oude, and his having actually received Propofals for the fame, 1t was 
an hich Offence to the Company, as prefuming, without their Authority or Confent, to put up to 
Sale their Sovereign Rights; and particularly to put them up to Sale to that very Perfon, againft whom 
the Independence of the faid Province had been declared by the Governor General and Council to 
be neceffary, as a Barrier for the Security of the other Provinces, in cafe.of a future Rupture with 
him, It was an heinous Injury to the faid Rajah, to attempt to change his Relation without his 
Confent, efpecially on Account of the Perfon to whom he was to be made over for Money, by reafon 
of the known Enmuity fubfifting between his Family and that of the Nabob, who was to be the Pur- 
chafer; and it was a grievous Outrage on the innocent Inhabitants of the Zemindary of Benares, to 
propofe putting them under a Perfon long before defcribed by himfelf, to the Court of Direétors, 
** co wane the Qualities of the Head and Heart requifite for his Station,” and in a Letter from the 
Britifh Refident at Oude, tranfmitted to the faid Court, reprefents him “ to have wholly loft, by 
** his Oppreffons, the Confidence and Affections of his own Subjects,” and whofe Diftreffes, and 
the known Diforders in his Government, he, the faid Haftings, did attribute folely to his own bad 
Conduct and evil Character: admitting alfo in a Letter written to Edward Wheler, Efq. and 
tran{mitted to the Court of Directors, “ that many Circumftances did favour Sufpicion of his (the 
“ faid Nabob’s) Fidelity co the Englifh Intereft, the Nabob being furrounded by Men bafe in 
‘* their Characters, and improvident in their Underftandings, his Favourites and his Companions of 
“ his loofer Hours. Thefe had every caufe to dread the Effect of my Influence on theirs; and both 
“ thefe, and the Relations of the Family, whofe Views of Confequence and Power were intercepted 
“* by our Participation in the Adminiftration of his Affairs, entertained a mortal Hatred to our 
‘* Nation, and openly avowed it.” And the faid Haftings was well aware, that in cafe the Nabob, 
by him defcribed in the Manner aforefaid, on making {uch Purchafe, fhould continue to obferve 
the Terms of his Father’s original Covenants and Engagements with the Rajah, and should pay the 
Company the only Tribute which -he could lawfully exact from the faid Rajah; it was impoffible 
that he could, for the mere naked and unprofitable Rights of a Sovereignty Paramount, afford to 
offer fo great a Sum as the Rajah did offer to the faid Haftings, for his Redemption from Oppref- 
fion, Such an Acquifition to the Nabob (while he kept his Faith) could not poffibly be of any 
Advantage whatever to him; and that therefore, if a great Sum was to be paid by the Nabob of 
Oude, it muft be for the Purpofe of Oppreffion, and Violation of Public Faith, to be perpetrated 
in the Perfon of the faid Nabob, to an Extent and in a Manner which the faid Haftings was then 
apprehenfive he could not juftify to the Court of Directors, as his own perfonal A&t. 


END of PART II’, 
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P A R VT IP. 


Fxpulfion of the Rajah of Benares. 





I, 

THAT the faid Warren Haftings, being refolved on the Ruin of the Rajah aforefaid, as a preli- 

minary Step thereto did, again{t the exprefs Orders of the Court of Directors, remove Francis 
Fowke, Efguire, the Company’s Refident at the City of Benares, without any Complaint, or Pretence 
of Complaint whatfoever, but merely on his own Declaration, that he muft have, as a Refident at 
Benares, a Perfon of his own {pecial and perfonal Nomination and Confidence, and not a Man of the 
Company’s Nomination; and in the Place of the faid Francis Fowke, thus illegally divefted of his 
Office, did appoint thereto another Servant of the Company of his own Choice. 


If. 

That foon after he had removed the Company’s Refident, he prepared for a Journey to the Upper 
Provinces, and particularly to Benares, in order to execute the wicked and perfidious Defigns by him 
before meditated and contrived; and although he did communicate his Purpofe privately to fuch 
Perfons as he thought fit to entruft therewith, he did not enter any Thing on the Contultations to that 
Purpofe, or record the Principles, real or pretended, on which he had refolved to att, nor did he 
ftate any Guilt in the Rajah which he intended to punifh, or charge him, the faid Rajah, with en- 
tertaining any hoftile Intentions, the Effects of which were to be prevented by any {trong Meafure ; 
but on tne contrary, he did induftrioufly conceal his real Defigns from the Court of Directors, and 
did fallacioufly enter on the Confultations a Minute declaratory of Purpofes wholly different there. 
from, and which fuppofed nothing more than an amicable Adjuftment, founded on the Treaties be- 
tween the Company and the Rajah, invefting himfelf by his faid Minute with “ full Power and Au- 
“ thority to form /uch Arrangements with the Rajah of Benares, for the detter Government and 
** Management of his Zemindary, and to perform fuch Acts for the Improvement of the Intereft 
‘which the Company poffeffes in it, as he fhall think fit and confonant to the mutual Engagements fub- 
“* fifing between the Company and the Rajah ;” and for this and other Purpofes he did inveft himéelf 
with the whole Power of the Council, giving to himfelf an Authority, as if his Aéts had been the 
Aéts of the Council ifelf; which, though a Power of a dangerous, unwarrantable, and illegal Ex- 
tent, yet does plainly imply the following Limits, namely, that the Adts done fhould be arranged 
with the Rajah, that is, with bis Confent,; and, Secondly, That they fhould be confonant to the 
actual Engagements between the Parties; and nothing appears in the Minute conferring the faid 
Power, which did exprefs or imply any Authority for depriving the Rajah of his Government, or 
felling the Sovereignty thereof to his hereditary Enemy, or for the Plunder of his Fort Treafures. 


Il. 

That the faid Warren Haftings having formed the Plans aforefaid for the Ruin of the Rajah, did 
fet out on a Journey to the City of Benares with a great Train, but with a very fmall Force, not 
much exceeding Six Companies of regular Black Soldiers, to perpetrate fome of the unjuft and violent 
A&ts by him meditated and refolved on: And the faid Haftings was met, according to the Ufage of 
diftinguifhed Perfons in that Country, by theRajah of Benares with a very great Attendance, both i Bouts 
and on Shore, which Attendance he did apparently intend as a Mark of Honour and Obfervance to 
the Place and Perfon of the faid Haftings, but which the faid Haftings did afterwards groundlefsly 
and malicioufly reprefent as an Indication of a Defign upon his Life; and the faid Rajah came into 
the Pinnace in which the faid Haftings was carried, and in a lowly and fuppliant Manner, alone, and 
without any Guard or Attendance whatfoever, entreated his Favour; and being received with 
great Sternnefs and Arrogance, he did put his Turban in the Lap of the faid Haftings, thereby fig- 
nifying, that he abandoned his Life and Fortuné to his Difpofal, and then departed; the faid Halt- 
ings not apprehending, nor having any Reafon to apprehend, any Violence whatfoever to his Perfon, 
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IV. 

That the faid Haftings, in the utmoft Security, and Freedom from Apprehenfion, did purfue 
his Journey, and did arrive at the City of Benares on the 14th of Augult 1781, tome Hours before 
the Rajah, who, foon after his Arrival, intended to pay him a Vific of Honour and Retpect at his 
Quarters, but was by the faid Haftings rudely and infolently forbid, until he thould receive lis Per- 
miffion. And the faid Haftings, although he had previoufly determined on the Ruin of the faid 
Rajah, in order to afford fome Colour of Regularity and Juftice to his Proceedings, did, on the Day 
after his Arrival, that is, on the 15th Day of Auguft 1781, fend to tre Rajah a Charge in Writing, 
which, though informal and irregular, may be reduced to Four Articles, Two general, and Two 
more particular. The Firft of the general being, “* That he (the Rajah) had, by the Means of his 
** fecret Agents, endeavoured to excite Diforders in the Government on which he depended ;”” the 
Second, “* That he had fuffered the daily Perpetration of Robberies and Murders, even in the Streets 
‘* of Benares, to the great and public Scandal of the Englifh Name.” 


Vv. 

That it appears, that the faid Warren Haftings is guilty of an high Offence, contrary to the fun- 
damental Principles of Juttice, in the faid Mode of charging Miidemeanors, without any Specifi- 
cation of Perfon, or Place, or ‘Time, or Act, or any Offer of Specification or Proofs by which the 
Party charged may be enabled to refute the fame, in order to unjuflly load his Reputation, and to 
prejudice him with regard to the Articles more clearly fpecified. 


| VI. 

That the Two fpecified Articles relate to certain Delays: The Firft, with regard to the Payment 
of the Sums of Money unjuftly extorted as aforefaid; and the Second, the Non-compliance with a 
Requifition of Cavalry ; which Non-compliance the faid Haftings (even if the faid Charges had been 
founded) did tallely, and in Contradiction to all Law, affirm and maintain (in his Accufation againft 
the Rajah, and addreffing himfelf to him) “* to amount to a dire? Charge of Difaffection and Infide- 
“* Jity to the Government on which you depend.” And further proceeded as follows: “ I therefore 
“judged it proper to tate them (the faid Charges) thus fully to you in Writing, and to require your 
“Antwer; and this 1 expect immediately.” That the faid Haflings, ftating his pretended Facts to 
amount to a Charge of the Nature (as he would have it underftood) of [igh Treafon, and therefore 
calling for an immediate Antwer, did wilfully act againft the Rules of natural Juftice, which requires 
that a convenient Time fhould be given to anfwer, proportioned cto the Greatnefs of the Offence al- 
Jedged, andthe heavy Penalties which attend it; and when he did arrogate to himfelf a Right both to 
charge and to judge in his own Perfon, he ought to have allowed the Rajah full Opportumity for con- 
ferring with his Minifters, his Doctors of Law, and his Accountants, on the Faéts charged, and on 
the Criminality inferred in the faid Accufation of Difloyalty and Difaffection, or Offences of that 


Quality, 


VII. 

That the faid Rajah did, under the Preffure of the Difadvantages aforefaid, deliver in, upon the very 
Evening of the Day of the Charge, a full, complete, and {pecific Anfwer to the Two Articles 
therein ipecified ; and did alledge, and offer Proof, that the Whole of the extraordinary Demands of 
the faid Hattings had been actually long before paid and difcharged ; and did ftate a proper Defence 
with regard to the Cavalry, even fuppofing him bound (when he was not bound) to furnifh any. 
And the faid Rajah did makea direét Denial of the Truth of the Two general Articles, and did explain 
himfelf on the fame in as fatisfactory a Manner, and as fully, as their Nature could permit; offering 
to enter into immediate Trial of the Points in Iffue between him and the faid Haftings, in the re- 
markable Words following: ““ My Enemies, with a View to my Ruin, have made falfe Reprefent- 
** ations to you. Now that, bappily for me, you have yourfelf arrived at this Place, you will be able 
“to afcertain all the Circumftances; Firft, relative to the Horfe, Secondly, To my People going 
“to Calcutta; and, Thirdly, The Dates of the Receipts of the particular Sums above mentioned. You 
“will chen know whether ] have amused you with a talfe Reprefentation, or made a juft Report to 
“you.” And inthe faid Anfwer the faid Rajah complained, but in the moft modeft Terms, of an 
Injury to him of the moft dangerous and criminal Nature in Tranfactions of fuch Moment, namely, 
his not receiving any Anfwer to his Letters and Petitions; and concluded in the following Words: 
** T have never fwerved in the fmalleft Degree from my Duty to you. It remains with you to decide 
“on all thefe Matters. Iam in every Cafe your Slave. What is juft 1 have repretented to you. 
“* May your Profperity Increafe !” 


VIIT. 

That the faid Warren Haftings was bound, by the effential Principles of natural Juftice, to attend 
to the Claim made by the Rajah to a fair and impartial Trial and Enquiry into the Matter of Accu- 
fation brought againft him by the faid Haftings, at a Time and Place which furnifhed all proper 
Materials, and the Prefence of all neceflary Witneffes ; bue the faid Haftings, inftead of infticuting 
the faid Enquiry, and granting Trial, did receive an humble Requeft for Juftice from a great Prince ag 
a.frefh Offence, and as a pertonal Infult to himfelf ; and did conceive a violent Paffion ot Anger, and 
a ftrong Refentmene thereat, declaring, that he did confider the faid Anfwer as not only unfatis- 
factory in Subftance, but offenfive in Style; ‘* This Aniwer you will perceive to be not only urtatis- 
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“€ faétory in Subftance, but offenfive in Style; and lefs a Vindication of himfelf, than a Recrimina- 
‘tion on me. It expreffes no Concern for the Caufes of Complaint contained in my Letter, or De- 

fire to atone for them, nor the {malleft Intention to purfue a different Line of Conduct: An Anfwer 
‘ couched nearly in Terms of Defiance to Requifitions of (0 ferious a Nature, I could not but confider 
‘ as a ftreng Indicacion of that Spirit of Independency which the Rajah has for fome Years paft affumed, 
“* and of which indeed | had early obferved other manifeft Symptoms, both before and from the Inftant 
“* of my Arrival.*—Which Reprefentation is altogether, and in all Parts thereof, groundlefs and inju- 
rious; as the Subftance of the Anfwer is a JuttiBcation proper to be pleaded, and the Style, if in 
any Thing exceptionaLie, it is in its extreme Humility, refulting rather from an unmanly and abject 
Spirit, than from any Thing of an offenfive Liberty ; but being received as difrefpecttul by the faid 
Haftings, it abundantly indicates the Tyrannical Arrogance of the faid Haftings, and the Depreffion 
into which the Natives are funk under the Britifh Government. 


IX. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, pretending to have been much alarmed at the offenfive Language 
of the faid Rajah’s Defence, and at certain Appearances of Independency which he had obferved, not 
only on former Occafions, but fince his Arrival at Benares (where he had been but little more than 
One Day) and which Appearances he never has fpecified in any One Inftance, did affert that he con- 
ceived himfelf indifpenfably obliged to adopt fome decifive Plan; and without any further Enquiry or 
Contultation (which appears) with any Perfon, did, at Ten o’Clock of the very Night on which he 
received the before-mentioned full and fatisfactory, as well as fubmiffive Anfwer, fend an Order to 
the Britith Refident (then being a public Minifter reprefenting the Britifh Government at the Court of 
the faid Rajah, and as fuch bound by the Law of Nations to refpect the Prince at whofe Court he was 
Refident, and not to attempt any Thing againft his Perfon or State; and who ought not therefore to 
have been chofen by the faid Haftings, and compelled to ferve in that Bufinefs) that he fhould on the 
next Morning arreft the faid Prince in his Palace, and keep him in his Cuftody until further Orders; 
which faid Order being conceived in the moft peremptory Terms, the Rajah was put under Arrett, 
with a Guard of about 30 orderly Sepoys, with their Swords drawn: And the Particulars thereof were 
reported to him as follows. 


a a & nr 


** Honourable Sir, | 

“ I this Morning, in Obedience to your Orders of laft Night, proceeded with a few of my Order- 
** lies, accompanied by Lieutenant Stalker, to Shewalla Ghaut, the prefent Refidence of Rajah Cheit 
“* Sing, and acquainted him, it was your Pleafure he fhould confider himfelf in Arreft, that he 
** fhould order his People to behave in a quiet and orderly Manner, for that any Attempt fo refcue 
“* bim would be attended with bis own Deftruttion, The Rajab fubmitted quietly to the Arref, and affured me, 
“© that whatever were your Orders, he was ready implicitly to obey : He hoped that you would allow 
“him a Subjftence ; but as for bis Zemindary, his Forts, and bis Treafure, be was ready to lay them at 
“* your Feet, and bis Life if required. We expreffed himfelf much hurt at the Ignominy which he 
** affirmed muft be the Confequence of his Confinemient ; and intreated me to return to you with the 
“* foregoing Submiffion, hoping that you would make Allowances for his Youth and Inexperience, 
** and in Confideration of his Father’s Name releafe him from his Confinement, as foon as he fhould 
“ prove the Sincerity of his Offers, and himfelf deferving of your Compaffion and Forgivenefs,” 


That a further Order was given, that every Servant of the Rajah’s fhowld be difarmed, and a certain 
Number only left to attend him, under a ftri&t Watch. Ina Quarter of an Hour after this Conver- 
fation, Two Companies of Grenadier Sepoys were fent to the Rajah’s Palace by the faid Haftings; and 
the Rajah being difmayed by this unexpected and unprovoked Treatment, wrote Iwo fhort Letters 
or Petitions to the faid Haftings, under the greateft apparent Dejection at the Outrage and Difhonour 
he had fuffered in the Eyes of his Subjects, all Imprifonment of Perfons of Rank being held in that’ 
Country as a Mark of indelible Infamy, and. he alfo in all Probability confidering his Imprifonment 
as a Prelude to the taking away his Life; and in the Firft of the faid Petitions he did exprefs himfelf 
inthis Manner: ‘© Whatever may be your Pleafure, do it with your own Hands, I am your Slave, 
“* ‘What Occafion can there be for a Guard?” And inthe other, °° My Honour was beftowed upon 
““ me by your Highnefs. It depends on you alone to take away, or not to take away the Country 
* out of my Hands. In cafe my Honour is not left to me, how fhall I be equal to the Bufinefs of 
*" the Government # whoever, with his Hands in a fupplicating Pofture, is ready with his Life and 
“* Property, what Neceffity can there be for him to be dealt with in this Way ?” 


XI. 

That according to the faid Ffaftings’s Narrative of this Tranfattion, he (the faid Haftings) on Ace 
count of the apparent Defpondency in which thefe Letters were written, “‘ thought it ani to give 
** him fome Encouragement ;” and therefore wrote him a Note of a few Lines, carelefsly and haugh+ 
tily expreffed, and little calculated to relieve him from his Uneafinefs, promifing to fend to him a 
Perfon to explain Particulars; and defiring him “to fet his Mind at reft, and not to conceive 
“any ce or Apprehenfion.”) To which an Anfwer of great Humility and Dejection was 
received, 
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XII. | e8 

That the Report of the Rajah’s Arreft did caufe a great Alarm in the City, in the Suburbs of 
which the Rajah’s Palace is fituated, and in the adjacent Country. The People were filled with 
Difmay and Anger at the Outrage and Indignity offered to a Prince under whofe Government they 
enjoyed much Eafe and Happinels. Under thefe Circumftances the Rajah delired Leave to perform 
his Ablytions ; which was refufed, unlefs he fent for Water, and performed that Ceremony on the 
Spot. This he did. And foon after fome of the People, who now began to furround the Palace in 
confiderable Numbers, attempting to force their Way into the Palace, a Britifh Officer commanding 
the Guard upon the Rajah ftruck One of them with his Sword. The People grew more and more 
irritated ; but a Meffage being fent from the Rajah to appeafe them, they continued, on this Interpo- 
fition, for awhile quiet. Then the Rajah retired to a Sort of Stone Pavilion or Baftion, to perform his 
Devotions, the Guard of Sepoys attending him in this A&t of Religion. In the mean Time a Perfon 
of the meaneft Station, called a Chubdar, at beft anfwering to our common Beadle or Tipttaff, was 
fent with a Meffage (of what Nature does not appear) from Mr. Haftings or the Refident, to the 
Prince under Arreft; and this bafe Perfon, without Regard to the Rank of the Prifoner, or to his 
then Occupation, addreffed him ina rude, boifterous Manner, “ paffionately and infultingly,” (as 
the faid Rajah has without Contradidtion afferted) “ and reviling him with a loud Voice, gave both 
** him and his People the vileft Abufe ;” and the Manner and Matter being obfervable and audible 
to the Multitude, divided only by an open Stone Lattice from the Scene within; and a Fising com- 
menced from without the Palace; on which the Rajah again interpofed, and did what in him lay to 
fupprefs the Tumult, until an Englith Officer, ftriking him with a Sword, and wounding him on the 
Hand, the People no longer kept any Meafures, but broke through the Inclofure of the Palace. 
The infolent Tipftaff was firft cut down, and the Multitude falling upon the Sepoys and the Englifh 
Officers, the Whole, or nearly the Whole, were cut to Pieces; the Soldiers having been ordered 
to that Service without any Charges for their Pieces. And in this Tumult the Rajah, being juftly 
fearful of falling into the Hands of the faid Haftings, did make his Efcape over the Walls of his 
Palace, by Means of a Rope, formed of his Turban tied together, into a Boat upon the River, and 
from thence into a Place of Security ; abandoning many of his Family to the Difcretion of the faid 
es who did caufe the faid Palace to be occupied by a Company of Soldiers, after the Flight of 
the Rajah. 


XIII. 

That the Rajah, as foon as he had atrived ata Place of Refuge, did, on the very Day of his 
Flight, fend a fuppliant Letter to the faid Haftings, filled with Expreffions of Concern (affirmed by 
the faid Haftings to be flight Expreffions) for what had happened, and Profeffions ({aid by the faid 
Haftings to be indefinite and unapplied) of Fidelity: But the faid Warren Haftings, though bound 
by his Duty tohearthe faid Rajah, and to prevent Extremities if poffible, being filled with Infolence 
and Malice, did not think it “ becoming of him to make any Reply to it; and that he shought he ordered 
* the Bearer of the Letter to be told that it required none.” 


XIV. 

That this Letter of Submiffion having been received, the faid Rajah, not difcouraged of provoked 
from ufing every Attempt towards Peace and Reconciliation, did again apply, on the very Morning 
following, to Richard Johnfon, Efquire, for his Interpofition, but to no Purpofe; and did likewife, 
with as litele Effect, fend a Meffage to Cant Babf, native Steward and confidential Agent of the 
faid Haftings, which was afterwards reduced into Writing, “to exculpate himlelf from any Con- 
“" cern in what had paffed, and to profefs his Obedience to his Will (Hallings’s) in whatever Way he 
“" fhould dictate.” But the faid Haftings, for feveral falfe and contradictory Reafons by him affign- 
ed, did not take any Advantage of the faid Opening, attributing the fame to Artifice, in order to 
gain Time; but inftead of accepting the faid Submiffions, he did refolve upon Flight from the City 
of Benares, and did fuddenly fly therefrom in great Confufion, 


XV. 

That the faid Haftings did perfevere in his Refolutions not to liften to any Submiffion, or Offer of 
Accommodation whatfoever, though feveral were afterwards made, through almoft every Perfon who 
might be fuppofed to have Influence with him, but did caufe the Rajah’s Troops to be attacked and 
fallen upon, though they only aéted on the Defenfive (as the Rajah has without Contradiction affert- 
ed) and thereby, and by his preceding Refufal of Propofitions of the fame Nature, and by other his 
perfidious, unjuft, and tyrannical Aéts, by him perpetrated and done, and by his total Improvidence 
in not taking any One rational Security whatfoever againft the inevitable Confequences of thofe Acts, 
did make himfelf guilty of all the mutual Slaughter and Devaftation which enfued, as well as, in his 
Opinion, of the imminent Danger of the total Subverfion of the Britifh Power in India, by the Rifque 
of his own Perfon, which he afferts that it did run; as alfo, “* that ir ought not to be thought that he 
“* attributed too much Confequence to his Perfonal Safety, when he fuppofed he Fate of the Britifo 
“* Empire in India connefied with it; and chat, mean as its Subftance may be, its accidental Qualities 
“* were equivalent to thofe, which, like the Charaéters of a Talifman in the Arabian Mythology, 
* formed the Eifence of the State itfelf, Reprefentation, Title, and the Effimate of the public Opinion. 
“* That had he fallen, fuch a Stroke would be univerfally confidered as decifive of the National Fates 
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Every State round it would have ftarted into Arms againft it; and every Subyeét of sts own Dominion; 
“* would, according to their feveral Abilities, bave become its Enemy.” And that he knew, and has declared, 
that though the {aid Stroke was not ftruck, that great Convulfions did actually enfue from his Pro. 
ceedings. “* That Half the Province of Oude was in a State of as complete Rebellion as that of 
‘+ Benares 5” and that Invafions, Tumults and Infurreétions, were occafioned thereby in various 
other Parts. 


XVI. 

That the {aid Watren Haftings, after he had colleéted his Forces from all Parts, did, with little 
Difficulty or Bloodthed, fubfequent to that Time, on the Part of his Troops, and ina few Days, en- 
tirely reduce the faid Province of Benares; and did, after the faid fhort; and little-refifted Hoflility, 
in cold Blood, iffue an Order for burning a certain Town, in which he accufed the People at large 
of having killed, ‘‘ upon what Provocation he knows not,” certain wounded Sepoys who were 
Prifoners; which Orders, being generally given, when it was his Duty to have made fome Enquiry 
concerning the particular Offenders, but which he did never make or caufe to be made, was cruel, 
inhuman, and tended to the Deftruétion of the Revenues of the Company ; and that this, and other 
Acts of Devaftation, did caufe the Lofs of Two Months of the Collectionss 


XVII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did not only refufe the Submiffions of the faid Rajah, which 
were frequently repeated through various Perfons after he had left Benares, and even after the Defeat 
of certain of the Company’s Forces, but did profcribe and except him from the Pardons which he 
iffued after he had fatisfied his Vengeance on the Province of Benares. 


XVIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did fend to a certain Caftle called Bidgigur, the Refidence of a 
Perfon of high Rank, called Pauna, the Mother of the Rajah of Benares, with whom his Wife, @ 
Woman deteribed by the faid Haftings “to be of an amiable Character ;” and all the other 
Women of the Rajah’s Family, and the Survivors of the Family of his Father Bulwant Sing, a Body 
of Troops to difpoflefs them of her faid Refidence, and to feize upon her Money and Effects, al- 
though fhe did not ftand, even by himfelf, accufed of any Offence whatfoever , pretending, but not 
proving, and not attempting to prove, then nor fince, that the Treafures therein contained were the 
Property of the Rajah, and not her own; and did, in order to ftimulate the Britith Soldiery to Rapine 
and Outrage, iffue to them feveral barbarous Orders, contrary to the Practice of civilized Nations, 
relative to their Property, moveable and immoveable, attended with unworthy and unbecoming Me- 
naces, highly offenfive to the Manners of the Eaft, and the particular Refpect there paid to the 
Female Sex; which Letters and Orders, as well as the Letters which he had received from the Off- 
cers concerned, the faid Hattings did unlawfully fupprefs, uncil forced, by the Difputes between him 
and the {aid Officers, to difcover the fame; and the faid Orders are as follow: 

** I am this Inftant favoured with yours of Yefterday. Mine of the fame Date (22d O@ober 
1781) has before this Time acquainted you with my Refolutions and Sentiments refpecting the 
** Rannee (the Mother of the Rajah Cheyt Sing) ] think every Demand fhe has made to you, except 
* that of Safety and Refpect for her Perfon, 1s unreafonable. If the Reports brought to me are 
true, your rejecting ber Offers, or any Negociations with ber, would foon obtain you Poffeffion of the 
Fort upon your own Terms. J apprehend that fhe will contrive to defraud the Captors of a confi 
derable Part of the Booty, by being fuffered to retire without Examination. But this is your Confideration, 
and not mine. I foould be very forry that your Officers and Soldiers lot ANY PART of the Reward 
to which they are fo well entitled, but I cannot make any Objection, as you mutt be the beft Judge 
of the Expediency of the promifed Indulgence to the Rannee. What you have engaged for, I will 
certainly ratify; but as to permitting the Rannee to hold the Purgunnah of Hurluk, or any other 
in the Zemindary, without being fubyect to the Authority of the Zemindar, or any Lands what- 
ever, or indeed making any Conditions with ber for a Provifion, I will never confent to it.” And in 
another Letter to the fame Perfon, dated Benares 3d of November 1781, in which he the faid Haftings 
confents that the faid Woman of Diftinétion fhould be allowed to evacuate the Place, and to receive 
Protection, he did exprefs himfelf as follows: “I am willing to grant her now the fame Conditions 
“* to which I at firft confented; provided that the delivers into your Poffeffion, within Twenty- 
“ four Hours from the Time of receiving your Meffage, the Fort of Bidzigurr, with the Treafure 
** and Effects a therein by Cheit Sing, or any of his Adherents, with the Referve only, as above- 
“" mentioned, of fuch Articles as you /ball think neceflary to ber Sex and Condition, or as you fhall be dif- 
** pofed of yourfelf to indulge ber with. If fhe complies, as I expeé the will, ict will be your Part to 
“* fecure the Fort, and the Property it contains, for the Benefit of yourfelf and Detachment. 1 have only 
“* further to requeft that you will grant an Efcort, if Panna fhould require it, to conduét her here, 
or wherever fhe may choofe to retire to. But fhould fhe refufe to execute the Promife fhe has 
made, or delay it beyond the Term of 24 Hours, it is my poftive Injunction that you immediately put 
a Stop to any further Intercourfe or Negociation with her, and on no Pretext renew it. If the dif- 
appoints or érifies with me, after I have fubjected my Duan to the Difgrace of returning ineffectual. 
ly, and of courfe myfelf to Difcredit, I thal confider it as a wanton Affront and Indignity which I can 

. never forgive, nor will I grant her any Conditions whatever, but leave her expofed to thofe Dangers 
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% which the has chofen to rifque, rather than troft to the Clemency and Generofity of our Govern? 

“ment. I think fhe cannot be ignorant of thefe Confequences, and will not venture to incur them; and it 

7 is for this Reafon I place a Dependence on her Offers, and have confented to fend my Duan to 
her.” 


XIX. 

That the Caftle aforefaid being furrendered upon Terms of Safety, and on exprefs Condition of not 
attempting to fearch their Perfons, the Woman of Rank aforefaid, her Female Relations, and Female 
Dependants, to the Number of Three hundred, befides Children, evacuated the faid Caftle, but the 
Spirit of Rapacity being excited by the Letters and other Proceedings of the faid Haftings, the Ca- 
pitulation was fhamefully and eurag ont] broken, and in Defpite of the Endeavours of the Com- 
manding Officer, the faid Woman of high Condition, and her Female Dependants, Friends, and Ser- 
vants, were plundered of the Effects they carried with thems and which were referved to them in the 
Capitulation of their Fortrefs, and in their Perfons were otherwife rudely and inhumanly dealt with, by 
the licentious Followers of the Camp ; for which Outrages, reprefented tothe faid Haftings with great 
Concein by the Commanding Officer, Major Popham, he, the faid Haftings, did afterwards recom- 
mend a late and fruitlefs Redrefs. 


XX, 

That the Governor General, Warren Hatftings, in exciting the Hopes of the Military, by declaring 
them well entitled to the Plunder of the Fortrets aforefaid, the Refidence of the Mother and other 
Women of the Rajah of Benares, and by withing the Troops to fecure the fame for their own Be- 
nefit, did advife and act in dire&t Contradiction to the Orders of the Court of Direétors, and to his 
own Opinion of his public Duty, as well as to the Truth and Reality thereof; he having fome Years 
before entered in Writing the Declaration which follows: ““ The very Idea of Prize Money fuggefts 
“* to my Remembrance the former Diforders which arofe in our Army from this Source, and bad almojt proved 
“* fatal toit. Ofthis Circumftance you muft be fufficiently apprized, and of the Neceffity for difcou- 
* raping every Expectation of this Kind amongft the Troops—it is to be avoided like Poifon. The bad 
““ Effects of a fimilar Meafure were but too plainly felt in a former Period, and our Honourable 
** Matters did not fail on that Occafion to reprobate with their Cérfure, in the moft fevere Terms, a 
** Practice which they regarded as the Source of infinite Evils; and which, if eftablifhed, would in 
“their Judgment neceffarily bring Corruption and Ruin on their Army.” 


XXI. 

That the faid Haftings, after he had given the Licence aforefaid, and that in Confequence thereof 
the Booty found in the Caftle, to the Amount of 23,27,813 Current Rupees, was diftributed among 
the Soldiers employed in its Reduction, the faid Haftings did retract his Declaration of Right, and 
his Permiffion to the Soldiers to appropriate to themfelves the Plunder, and endeavoured by various 
Devices and Artifices to explain the fame away, and to recover the Spoil aforefaid for the Ufe of the 
Company ; and wholly failing in his Attempts to refume, by a Breach of Faith with the Soldiers, 
what he had unlawfully difpofed of by a Breach of Duty to his Conftituents, he attempted to obtain 
the fame as a Loan, in which Attempt he alfo failed; and the aforefaid Money being the only Part of 
the Treafures belonging tothe Rajah, or any of his Family, that had been found, he was altogether 
fruftrated in the Acquifition of every Part of that difhonourable Object, which alone he pretended 
to and purfued through a long Series of Acts of Injuftice, Inhumanity, Oppreffion, Violence, and 
Bloodfhed, at the Hazard of his Perfon and Reputation, and, in his own Opinion, at the Rifk of the 
total Subverfion of the Britifh Empire. 


XII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, after the Commiffion of the Offences aforefaid, being well aware 
that he fhould be called to an Account for the fame, did, by the evil Counfel and Agency of Sir 
Elijah Impey, Knight, His Majefty’s Chief Juftice, who was then out of the Limits of his Juriididtion, 
caufe to be taken at Benares, before or by the faid Sir Elijah Impey, and through the Intervention, 
not of the Company’s Interpreter, but of a certain private Interpreter of his, the faid Haftings’s, own 
Appointment, and a Dependant on him, called Major Davy, feveral Declarations and Depolitions by 
Natives of Hindoftan, and did alfo caufe to be taken before the faid Sir Elijah Impey, fevera] Artef- 
tations in Englifh, made by Britifh Subjects, and which were afterwatds tranfmitted to Calcutta, and 
Jaid before the Council General, fome of which Depofitions were upon Oath, fome upon Honour, 
and others neither upon Oath nor Honour, but all or moft of which were of an irregular and irre- 
levant Nature, and not fit or decent to be taken by a Britifh Magiftrate, or to be tranfmitted to a 
Britith Government. 


XXIIL. 

That One of the faid Atteftations (but not on Oath) was made by a principal Miniter of the 
Nabob of Oude, to whom the faid Haftings had fome Time before propofed to {ell the Sovereignty 
of that very Territory of Benares; and that one other Atteftation (not upon Oath) was made by a 
native Woman of Diftinction, whofe Son he, the faid Haftings, did actually promote to the Go- 
vernment of Benares, vacated by the unjuft Expulfion of the Rajah aforefaid, and who in her 

Depofition 
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Depofition did declare, that the confidered the expelled Rajah as her Enemy ; and that he never did 
confer with her, or fuffer her to be acquainted with any of his Defigns. 


XXIV. 
That befides the Depofitions of Perfons interefted in the Ruin of the Rajah, others were made by 
Perfons who then received Penfions from him the faid Haftings,; and feveral of the Affidavits were 
made by Perfons of mean Condition, and fo wholly illiterate as not to be able to write their Names. 


XXV. 

That he, the faid Haftings, did alfo caufe to be examined, by various Proofs and Effays, the Refule 
Of which was delivered in upon Honour, the Quality of certain Military Stores, taken by the Britifh 
Troops from the faid Rajah of Benares ; and upon the Report that the fame were of a good Quality, 
and executed by Perfons converfant in the making of good Military Stores, although che Cannon 
was ftated by the fame Authority to be bad, he, the faid Warren Haftings, from the Report aforefaid, 
did malicioufly, and contrary to the Principles of natural and legal Reafon, infer that the Infurrec- 
tion which had been raifed by his own Violence and Oppreffion, and rendered for a Time fuccefsful 
by his own Improvidence, was the Confequence of a premeditated Defign to overturn the Britifh 
Empire in India, and to exterminate therefrom the Britifh Nation; which Delfign, if it had been 
true, the faid Haftings might have known, or rationally conjectured, and ought to have provided 
acainft. And if the faid Haftings had received any credible Information of fuch Defign, it was his 
Duty to Jay the fame before the Council Board, and to ftate the fame to the Rajah when he was in 
a Condition to have given an Anfwer thereto, or to obferve thereon ; and not, after he had profcribed 
and driven him from his Dominions, to have enquired into Offences to juftify the previous Infiiction 
of Punifhment, 

XXVI. 


That it does not appear that in taking the faid Depofitions there was any Perfon prefent on the 
Part of the Rajah to object to the Competence or Credibility, or Relevancy of any of the faid Af- 
fidavits, or other Atteftatiogs, or to account, otherwife than as the faid Deponents did account, for 
any of the Fats therein ftated; nor were any Copies thereof fent to the faid Rajah, although the 
Company had a Minifter at the Place of his Refidence, namely, in the Camp of the Mahrarta Chief 
Scindia, fo as to enable him to tranfmit to the Company any Matters which might induce or enable 
them to do Juftice to the injured Prince aforefaid. And it does not appear that the faid Haftings has 
ever produced any Witnefs, Letter, or other Document, tending to prove that the faid Rajah ever did 
carry on any hoftile Negociation whatever with any of thofe Powers with whom he was charged with 
a Confpiracy againft the Company, previous to the Period of the faid Haftings’s having arrefted him in 
his Palace, although he the faid Haftings had various Agents at the Courts of all thofe Princes ; and 
that a late principal Agent and near Relation of a Minifter of One of them, the Rajah of Berar, called 
Benaram Pundit, was, at the Time of the Tumult at Benares, actually with the faid Haftings, and 
the faid Benaram Pundit was by him highly applauded for his Zeal and Fidelity, and was therefore 
by him rewarded with a large Penfion on thofe very Revenues which he had taken from the Rajah 
Cheyt Sings and if fuch a Confpiracy had previoufly exifted, the Mahratta Minifter aforefaid mutt 
have known, and would have attefted it. 


XXVHL, 

That it appears that the faid Warren Haftings, at the Time that he formed his Defign of feizing 
npon the Treafures of the Rajah of Benares, and of depofing him, did not believe him guilty of that 
premeditated Project for driving the Englith out of India, with which he afterwards thought fit to 
charge him, or that he was really guilty of any other great Offence ; becaufe he has caufed it to be de- 

ofed, that if the faid Rajah fhould pay the Sum A Money by him exacted, “ he would fettle his 
* Zemindary upon him on the molt eligible Footing :” Whereas, if he had conceived him to have 
entertained traiterous Defigns againft the Company, from whom he held his tributary Eftate, or had 
been otherwife guilty of {uch enormous Offences as to make it neceffary to take extraordinary Me- 
thods for coercing him, it would not have been proper for him to fettle upon fuch a Traitor and Cri- 
minal the Zemindary of Benares, or any other Territory, upon the moft eligible, or upon any other 
Footing whatever; whereby the faid Haftings has"by his own ftating demontftrated, that the Money in- 
tended to have been exacted was not as a Punifhment for Crimes, but that the Crimes were pretended, 
for the Purpofe of exacting Money, 


XXVIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in order to juftify the Adts of Violence aforefaid to the Court of 
Directors, did affert certain falfe Facts, known by him to be fuch, and did draw from them certain 
falfe and dangerous Inferences, utterly fubverfive of the Rights of the Princes and Subjects dependent 
on the Britifh Nation in India, contrary to the Principles of all juft Government, and highly difho- 
nourable to that of Great Britain, namely, that the “ Rajah of Benares was not a Vaffal or Tribu. 
_, taty Prince; and that the Deeds which paffed between him and the Board upon the Transfer of the 
. Zemindary in 1775, were not to be underftood to bear the Quality and Force of a Treaty upon 
: optional Conditions between equal States; that the Payments to be made by him were not a 
~ Tribute, but a Rent; and that the Inftruments by which his Territories were conveyed to him 
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““ did not differ from common Grants to Zemindars, who were merely Subjects ; but that being no- 
“* thing more than a common Zemindar and mere Subjeét, and the Company holding the acknow- 
“* ledged Rights of his former Sovereign, held an abfolute Authority over him; that in the known 
“* Relations of Zemindar to the Sovereign Authority or Power delegated by it, he owed a perfonal 
“* Allegiance, and an implicit and unreferved Obedience to that Authority, at the Forfeiture of his 
““ Zemindary, and even of his Life and Property.” Whereas the faid Haftings did well know, that 
whether the Payments from the Rajah were called Rent or Tribute, having been frequently by himéelf 
called the One and the other, and that of whatever Nature the Inftruments by which he held might 
have been, he did not confider him as acommon Zemindar or Landholder, but as far independent as 
a tributary Prince could be; for he did affign as a Reafon for receiving his Rent rather within the 
Company’s Province than in his own Capital, that it would not “ fruftrate the Intention of rendering 
“ the Rajah independent ; that if a Refident was appointed to receive the Money as it became due at 
“ Benares, fuch a Refident would unavoidably aequire an Influence over the Rajah and over his 
* Country, which would in Effect render him the Matter of both ; that this Confequence might not 
** perhaps be brought completely to pafs without a Struggle, and many Appeals to the Council, 
“* which, in a Government conftituted like this, cannot fail to terminate againft the Rajah, and by 
* the Conftruction to which his Oppofition to the Agent would be liable, might eventually draw on 
<. him fevere Reftrictions, and end in reducing bim to the mean and depraved State of a Zemindar. 


XXIX. 

And the faid Haftings, in the faid Minute of Confultation, having enumerated the Frauds, Em- 
bezzlements, and Oppreffions which would enfue from the Rajah’s being in thedependent State afore- 
faid ; and having obviated all Apprehenfions from giving to him the implied Symbols of Dominion, 
did affert, “ that without fuch Appearance, he would expect from every Change of Government 
* additional Demands to be made upon him; and would of courfe defcend to all the Arts of Intrigue 
* and Concealment practifed by other dependent Rajahs, which would keep him indigent and weak, 

and eventually prove hurtful to the Company. But that by proper Encouragement and Protection. 
* he might prove a profitable Dependant, an ufeful Barrier, and even a powerful Ally to the Com- 
: pany but that he would be neither, if the Conditions of his Connection with the Company were 
left open to future Variations.” 
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XXX. 

That if the Fact had been true, that the Rajah of Benares was merely an eminent Landholder, or 
any other Subject, the wicked and dangerous Dottrine aforefaid, namely, that he owed a Perfonal 
Allegiance, and an implicit and unreferved Obedience to the Sovereign Authority, at the Forfeiture 
of his Zemindary, and even of his Life and Property, at the Difcretion of thofe who held, or fully 
reprefented, theSovereign Authority, doth leave Security neither for Life nor Property to any Perfons 
refiding under the Company’s Protection, and that no fuch Powers, nor any Powers of that Na- 
ture, had been delegated to the faid Warren Hattings, by any Provifions of the Act of Parliament ape 
pointing a Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, 


XXXII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did alfo advance another dangerous and pernicious Principle, in 
Juftificagion of his violent, arbitrary, and iniquitous Actings aforefaid ; namely, ‘* chat if he had acted 
** with an unwarrantable Rigour, and even Injuftice towards Cheyt Sing, yet, Firft, if he did deheve 
“* that extraordinary Means were neceffary, and thofe exerted with a ftrong Hand, to preferve the 
“ Company’s Interefts from finking under the accumulated Weight chat opprefied them; or, Se- 
“ condly, if he faw a Political Necefity for curbing the overgrown Power of a great Member of their 
“* Dominion, and to make it contribute to the Relief of their preffing Exigencies; that his Error 
“ would be excufable, as prompted by an Excefs of Zeal for their (the Company’s) Intereft, ope- 
“' rating with too ftrong a Bias on his Judgment ;—but that much ftronger is the Prefumption that fuch 
"Acts are founded on juft Principles, than that they are the Refult of a mifguided Judgment.” That 
the faid Doétrines are, in both the Members thereof, fubverfive of all the Principles of juft Govern- 
ment, by empowering a Governor with delegated Authority in the firft Cafe, on his own private Be- 
hef concerning the Neceffities of the State, not to levy an impartial and equal Rate of Taxation fuits 
able to the Circumftances of the feveral Members of the Community, but to feleét any Individual 
from the fame as an Object of Arbitrary and unmeafured Impofition ; and, in the Second Cafe, ena- 
bling.the fame Governor, on the fame Arbitrary Principles, to determine whofe Property fhould be 
confidered as overgrown, and ta reduce the fame at his Pleafure, 


END OF PART It 
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Second Revolution in Benares. | 





H AT the faid Warren’ Haftings, after he had, in the Manner aforefaid, unjuftly and violently 

expelled the Rajah Cheyt Sing, the Lord or Zemindar of Benares, from his faid Lordfhip 
or Zemindary, did, of his own mere ufurped Authority, and without any Communication with the 
other Members of the Council of Calcutta, appoint another Perfon, of the Name of Mehip Nar- 
rain, a Defcendant by the Mother from the late Rajah Bulwant Sing, to the Government of Be- 
nares; and, on Account or Pretence of his Youth and Inexperience (the faid Mehip Narrain not 
being above Twenty Years old) did appoint his Father Durbege Sing to act as his Reprefentative 
or Adminiftrator of his Affairs; but did give a controlling Authority to the Britifh Refident over 
both, notwithftanding his Declarations before-mentioned of the Mifchiefs likely to happen to the 
faid Country from the Eftablifhment of a Refident, and his Opinion fnce declared, in a Letter to 
the Court of Dire&tors, dated from this very Place (Benares) the 1ft of October 1784, to the fame 
or ftronger Effect, in cafe “ en are fent into the Country, and armed with Authority for the 
“* Purpofes of Vengeance and Corruption, for to no other will they be applied.” 


That the faid Warren Haftings did, by the fame ufurped Authority, entirely fet afide all the 
Agreements made between the late Rajah and the Company (which were real Agreements with the 
State of Benares, in the Perfon of the Lord or Prince thereof, and his Heirs); and without any 
Form of Trial, Inquifition, or other legal Procefs, for Forfeiture of the Privileges of the People 
to be governed by Magiftrates of their own, and according to their natural Laws, Cuftoms, and 
. Ufages, did, contrary to the faid Agreement, feparate the Mint and the Criminal Juftice from the 

faid Government, and did veft the Mint in the Britifh Refident, and the Criminal Juftice in a Mahome 
medan Native of his own Appointment; and did enhance the Tribute to be paid from the Province: 
from 4, 250,000 Annually, limited by Treaty, or thereabouts, to Three hundred and Thirty thou- 
fand Pounds for the Firft Year, and to Four hundred thoufand for every Year after; and did com-- 
pel the Adminiftrator aforefaid (Father to the Rajah) to agree to the fame; and did, by the fame 
ufurped Authority, illegally impofe, and caufe to be levied, fundry injudicious and oppreffive Du- 
ties on Goods and Merchandize, which did greatly impair the Trade of the Province, and threaten the 
utter Ruin thereof; and did charge feveral Penfions on the faid Revenues, of his own mere Authority ; : 
and did fend and keep up various Bodies of the Company’s Troops in the faid Country; and did 
perform fundry other Acts, with regard to the faid Territory, in total Subverfion of the Rights of 
the Sovereign and the People, and in Violation of the Treaties and Agreements aforefaid. 


That the faid Warren Haftings being abfent, on Account of ill Health, from the Prefidency of 
Calcutta, at a Place called Nia Serai, about Forty Miles diftant therefrom, did carry on a fecret 
Correfpondence with the Refident at Benares, and, under Colour that the Inftalments for the new 
Rent or Tribute were in Arrear, did, of his own Authority, make, in about One Year, a Second 
Revolution in the Government of the Territory aforefaid,; and did order and direét that Durbege 
Sing aforefaid, Father of the Rajah, and Adminiftrator of his Authority, fhould be deprived of his 
Office and of his Lands, and thrown into Prifon; and did threaten him with Death, although he, the 
faid Warren Haftings, had, at the Time of the making his new Arrangement, declared himfelf 
fenfible that the Rent aforefaid might require Abatement ; although he was well apprized that the 
Adminiftrator had been for Two Months of his Adminiftration in a weak and languid State of 
Body, and wholly incapable of attending to the Bufinefs of the Collections ; though a confiderable 
Drought had prevailed in the faid Province, and did confequently affect the Regularity and Produce 


of the Collections; and though he had other fufficient Reafon to believe that the faid Admis 
mitrator 
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niftrator had not himéelf received from the Collectors of Government, and the Cultivators of the 
Soil, the Rent in Arrear; yet he, the faid Warren Haftings, without any known Procefs, or 
recording any Anfwer, Defence, Plea, Exculpation, or Apology from the Party, or ftcording 
any other Grounds of Rigour aug him, except the following Paragraph of a Letter from the 
Refident, not only gave the Order as aforefaid, but did afterwards, without laying any other or 
better Ground before the Council General, perfuade them to, and did procure from them, a _ 
Confirmation of the aforefaid cruel and illegal Proceedings, the Correfpondence concerning which 
had not been before communicated: he pleading his [llnefs for not communicating the fame, 
though chat Ilinefs did not prevent him from carrying on Correfpondence concerning the Depofition 
of the faid Adminiftrator, and other important Affairs in various Places. 


That in the Letter to the Council, requiring the Confirmation of his Adts aforefaid, the faid 
Warren Haftings did not only propofe the Confinement of the faid Adminiftrator at Benares, 
although by his Imprifonment he muft have been in a great Meafure difabled from recover- 
ing the Balances due to him, and for the-Non-payment of which he was thus Imprifoned, but 
did propofe as an Alternative his Imprifonment at a remote Fortrefs, out of the faid Territory, 
and in the Company’s Provinces, called Chunar; defiring them to direct the Refident at Benares 
** to exact from Baboo Dubbitzee Sing every Rupee of the Collections which it fhall appear that 
“* he has made, and not brought to Account; and either to confine him at Benares, or to fend him a 
** Prifoner to Chunar, and to keep him in Confinement until he fhall have difcharged the Whole 
** of the Amount due from him.” And the faid Warren Haftings did affign Motives of Paffion 
and perfonal Refentment for the faid unjuft and rigorous Proceedings, as follows: “I feel myfelf, 
‘* and may be allowed on fuch an Occafion to acknowledge it, Perfonally hurt at the Ingratitude of 
** this Man, and at the Difcredit which his il] Conduct has thrown on my Appointment of him. 
‘ He has deceived me; he has offended againft the Government which J then reprefented.” And, 
as a further Reafon for depriving him of his Jaghire (or Salary out of Land) he did infinuate 
in the faid Letter, but without giving or offering any Proof, “ that the faid Rajah had been 
** puilty of little and mean Peculations, although the Appointments affigned to him had been fufficient 
** to free him from the Temptations thereto.” 


That it appears, as it might naturally have been expected, that the Wife of the faid Adminiftrator, 
the gene of Bulwant Sing the late Rajah of Benares, and her Son the reigning Rajah, did op- 
pofe to the beft of their Power, but by what Remonftrances, or upon what Plea, the faid Warren 
Hattings did never inform the Court of Directors, the Depofition, Imprifonment, and Confifcation 
of the Eftates of the Hufband of the one, and the Father of the other; but that the faid Haftings, 
perfitting in his Malice, did declare to the faid Council as follows: “* The Oppofition made by the 
‘ Rajah and the old Rannee, both equally incapable of judging for ps I do certainly origi- 
nate from fome fecret Influence, which ought to be checked by a decided and peremptory Declara- 


tion of the Authority of the Board, and a Denunciation of their Difpleafure at their Prefump- 
tion,” 
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That the faid Warren Haftings, not fatisied with the Injuries done, and the Infults and Dif- 
graces offered, to the Family aforefaid, did, in a Manner unparalleled, except by an A& of his own 
on another Occafion, fraudulently and inhumanly endeavour to make the Wife and Son of the faid 
Adminiftrator, contrary to the Sentiments and the Law of Nature, the Inftruments of his Oppreffions ; 
directing, “ thatifthey (the Mother and Son aforefaid) could be induced to yield the Appearance of 
** @ cheerful Acqutefcence in the new Arrangements, and to adopt it as a Mea/ure formed with their 


** Participation, it would be better than that it fhould be done by a declared Act of Compulfion, 
“© but that at all Events it ought to be done.” 


That, in confequence of the preffing Declarations aforefaid, the faid Warren Haftings did on his 
{pecial Recommendation appoint, in Oppofition to the Wifhes and Defires of the Rajah and his 
Mother, another Perfon to the Adminiftration of his Affairs, called Jagher Deo Seo. 


That the Company having fent apes Orders for the fending the Refident by them before ap- 
pointed to Benares, the faid Warren Hatftings did ftropgly oppofe Fimfelf to the fame; and did throw 
upon the Perfon appointed by the Company (Francis Fowke, Efquire) feveral {trong but unfpecified 


Reflections and Aiperfions, contrary to the Duty he owed to the Company, and to the Juftice he 
owed to all its Servants, 


That the faid Refident being appointed by the Votes of the reft of the Council, in Obedience to 
the reiterated Orders of the Company, and in Defpite of the Oppofition of the faid Haftings, did 
proceed to Benares ; and on the Reprefentation of the Parties, aad the Submiffion of the Accounts 
of the aforefaid Durbitzee Sing to an Arbitrator, did find him, the faid Durbitzee Sing, in Debt to the 
Company for a Sum not confiderable enough to juftify the fevere Treatment of the faid Durbitzee 
Sing : his Wife and Son complaining, at or about the fame Time, that the Balances due to him from 
the Aumils, or Sub-collectors, had been received by the new Adminiftrator, and carried to his own 
Credit, in Prejudice and Wrong to the faid Durbitzee Sing; which Reprefentation, the only one 
that has been tran{mieted on the Part of the faid Sufferers, has hot been contradicted. 


I That 
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That it appears that the faid Durbitzee Sing did afterwards go to Calcutta, for the Redrefs of his 
Grievances; and that it does aot appear that the fame were redreffed, or even his Complaints 
heard, but he received Two peremptory Orders from the Supreme Council to leave the faid 
City, and to return to Benares: that on his Return to Benares, and being there met by Warren 
Haftings aforefaid, he, the faid Warren Haftings, although he had Reafon to be well affured thar _ 
the faid Durbitzee Sing was in Poffeflion of {mall or no Subftance, did again cruelly and in- 
humanly, and without any legal Authority, order the faid Durbitzee Sing to be ftrictly imprifoned : 
and the faid Durbitzee Sing, in confequence of the Vexations, Hardthips, and Oppreffions 
aforefaid, died in 32 fhort Tine after Infolyent ; but whether in Prifon or not, does not 


appear. 


END OF PART. Iv", 
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P A R TF Vv". 


Third Revolution in Benares. 


H AT the faid Warren Haftings having, in the Manner before recited, divefted Durbege Sing 

of the Adminiftration of the Province of Benares, did, of his own arbitrary Will and Plea- 
fure, and againft the Remonftrances of the Rajah and his Mother (in whofe Name and in whofe 
Right the faid Durbege Sing, Father of the one and Hufband of the other, had adminiftered 
the Affairs of the Government) appoint a Perfon, called Jagher Deo Sheo, to adminifter the 
fame. 


That the new Adminiftrator, warned by the fevere Example made of his Predeceffor, is repre- 
fented by the faid Warren Haftings as having made it his “avowed Principle (as ic might be ex- 
pected it fhould be) “ chat the Sum fixed for the Revenue mujt be collected.” And he did, upon 
the Principle aforefaid, and by the Means fuggefted by a Principle of that Sort, accordingly levy 
from the Country, and did regularly difcharge to the Britifh Refident at Benares, by Monthly Pay- 
ments, the Sums impofed by the faid Warren Haftings, as it is afferted by the Refident Fowke; 
but the faid Warren Haftings did affert, that his Annual Collections did not amount to more than 
Lack 37,37,600, or thereabouts, which he fays is much fhort of the Revenues of the Province, and 
is by about Twenty-four thoufand Pounds fhort of his Agreement. 


That it further appears, that notwithftanding the new Adminiftrator aforefaid was appointed 
Two Months, or thereabouts, after the Beginning of the Fufeli Year, that is to fay, about the 
Middle of November 1782, and the former Adminiftrator had collected a certain Portion of the 
Revenues of that Year, ee to 4.17,000, and upwards, yet he, the faid new Adminiftrator, 
upon the unjuft and deftructive Principle aforefaid, fuggefted by the cruel and violent Proceed- 
ings of the faid Warren Haftings towards his Predeceffor, did levy on the Province, within the faid 
Year, the whole Amount of the Revenues to be collected, in Addition to the Sum collected by 
his Predeceffor aforefaid. 


That, on account of a great Drought which prevailed in the Province aforefaid, a Remiffion 
of certain Duties in Grain was propofed by the Chief Criminal Judge [at Benares, but the Admini- 
{trator aforefaid, being fearful that the Revenue fhould fall fhort in his Hands, did ftrenuowfly op- 
pofe himfelf to the neceffary Relief to the Inhabitants of the faid City. 


That notwithftanding the Cantonment of feveral Bodies of the Company’s Troops within the 
Province, fince the Abolition of the Native Government, it became fubject in a particular Manner 
to the Depredations of the Rajahs upon the Borders; infomuch that in One Quarter no fewer than 
Thirty Villages had been facked and burned, and the Inhabitants reduced to the moft extreme Dif- 
trefs, 


That the Refident, in his Letter to the Board at Calcutta, did reprefent that the Collection of the 


Revenue was become very difficult; and, befides the extreme Drought, did affign for a Caufe of 
that Difficulty the following : : 


“* That there is alfo One Fund which, in former Years, was often applied in this Country to remedy 

temporary Inconveniences in the Revenue, and which in the prefent Year does notexift. This was 

the private Fortunes of Merchants and Shroffs (Bankers) refident in Benares, from whom Aumils 

(Collectors) of Credit could obtain temporary Loans, to fatisfy the immediate Calls of the Rajah. 

Thefe Sums, which ufed tocirculate between the Aumii and the Merchant, have been turned into 

“ . ane Channel, by Bills of Exchange to defray the Expences of Government, both a 
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** ‘Welt Coaft of India, and alfo at Madrafs.” To which Reprefentation it does not appear that 
any Anfwer was given, or that any Mode of Redrefs was adopted in confequence thereof. 


That the faid Warren Haftings, having paffed through the Province of Benares (Gauzipore) in his 
Progrefs towards Oude, did, in a Letter dated from the City of Lucknow the 2d of April 1784 
give to the Council Board at Calcutta an Account (highly difhonourable to the Britith Government) 
of the Effect of the Arrangements made by himfelf in the Years 1781 and 1782, in the Words 
following: “‘ Having contrived, by making forced Stages, while the Troops of my Efcort marched 
*“* at the ordinary Rate, to make a Stay of Five Days at Benares, I was thereby furnifhed with the 
“‘ Means of acquiring fome Knowledge of the State of the Province, which I am anxious to com- 
** municate to you. Indeed the Enquiry, which was in a great Degree obtruded upon me, affected me 
“* with very mortifying Reflections on my Inability to apply it to any ufeful Purpofe. From the 
“* Confines of Buxar to Benares, I was followed and fatigued by the Clamours of the difcontented 
** Inhabitants. Jt was what I expected in a Degree, becaufe it is rare that the Exercife of Authority 
** fhould prove fatisfactory to all who are the Objects of it. The Diftreffes which were produced by 
** the long continued Drought unavoidably tended to heighten the general Difcontent; yet I have 
“* Reajfon ta fear that the Caufe exifted principally in a defeétive, if not a corrupt and opprefive, Admi- 
** niftration.”’? “* Of a Multitude of Petitions which were prefented to me, and of which I took 
** Minutes, every one, that did not relate to a perfonal Grievance, contained the Reprefentation 
“* of one and the fame Species of Oppreffion, which is in its Nature of an Influence moft fatal to the 
“* future Cultivation. The Praétice to which I allude is this: It is affirmed that the Aumils and 
“* Renters exact, from the Proprietors of the aétual Harveft, a large Increafe in Kind on their 
** ftipulated Rent; that is, from thofe, who hold their Potta by the Tenure of paying One Half of 
the Produce of their Crops, either she Whole, without Subterfuge, or a /arge Proportion of it by a 
“* falfe Meafurement, or other Pretexts,; and from thofe, whofe Engagements are for a fixed Rent in 
** “Money, the Half, or a greater Porportion, is taken in Kind. This is in Effect a Tax upon the 
Induftry of the Inhabitants; fince there is fcarce a Field of Grain in the Province, I might fay not 
** One, which has not been preferved by the inceffant Labour of the Cultivator, by digging Wells 
*¢ for their Supply, or watering them from the Wells of Mafonry with which their Country abounds, 
“ or from the neighbouring Tanks, Rivers, and Nullahs, The People who impofed on themfelves 
** this voluntary and extraordinary Labour, and not unattended with Expence, did it on the 
** Expectation of reaping the Profits of it; and it is certain they would not have done it, if they had 
‘© known that their Rulers, from whom they were entitled to an Indemnification, would take from 
*© them what they had fo hardly earned. If the fame Adminiftration continues, and the Country, 
“© fhal] again labour under a Want of Rain, every Field will be abandoned, the Revenue fail, and 
“ Thoufands perifo through Want of Subjiftence ; for who will labour for the /ole Benefit of others, and 
to make himfelf the Subject of Exaction? Thefe Practices are to be imputed to the Naib him- 
“© felf : [the Adminiftrator forced by the faid Warren Haftings on the prefent Rajah of Benares]. The 
“© avowed Principle on which he acts, and which he acknowledged to myfelf, is, that the whole Sum 
“* fixed for the Revenue of the Province mujt be collected; and that, for this Purpofe, the Deficiency 
‘ artfing in Places where the Crops have failed, or which have been left uncultivated, muft be fup- 
** plied from the Refources of others, where the Soil has been better fuited to the Seafon, or the In- 
“ duftry of the Cultivators hath been more fuccefsfully exerted: a Principle which, however {pe- 
“ cious and plaufible it may at firft appear, certainly tends to the moft pernicious and defiructive Confe- 
“* quences. lf this Declaration of the Naib had been made only to myfelf, I might have doubted 
* my Conftruction of it; but it was repeated by him to Mr, Anderfon, who underftood it exactly 
* in the fame Senfe. In the Management of the Cuftoms, the Conduét of the Naib or of the 
‘© Officer under him, was forced alio upon my Attention, The exorbitant Rates exatted by an arbi- 
“* trary Valuation of the Goods, the Practice of exacting Duties twice on the fame Goods, firft from 
“© the Seller, and afterwards from the Buyer; and the Vexations, Difputes and Delays, drawn on 
“ the Merchants by thefe Oppreffions, were loudly complained of: and fome Inftances of this Kind 
* were faid to exift at the very Time I was at Benares. Under fuch Circumftances, we are not to 
© wonder if the Merchants of ie Countries are difcouraged from reforting to Benares, and if 
* the Commerce of that Province fhould Annually decay, Osher Evils, or imputed Evils, have 
© accidentally come to my Knowledge, which I will not now particularize; as I hope that, with 
“the Affiftance of the Relident, they may be i Part corrected. One Evil I muft mention, be- 
© caufe it has been verifiec by ty own Obfervation, and is of that Kind which reflects an un- 
‘© merited Reproach on our general and National Character, When I was at Buxar, the Refident, 
‘at my Defire, enjoined the Naib to appoint creditable People to every Town, through which our 
Route lay, to perfuade and encourage the Inhabitants to remain in their Houfes, promifing to 
“ sive them Guards as | approached, and they se late it for their Proteétion; and that he might 
* perceive how earneft I was for his Obfervation of this Precaution, I repeated it to him in Perion, . 
* and difmiffed him, that he might precede me for that Purpofe. But, to my great Difappointment, 
‘* I found every Place, through which I paffed, abandoned, nor bad there been a Maw left in any of them 
“ for their Protettion. 1am forry to add, that, from Buxar to the oppofite Boundary, I bave feen nothing. 
“ “but Traces of complete Devaftation in every Village, whether caufed by the Followers of the Troops, whicd 
“© Lave lately paffed, for their natural Relief, and I know not whether my own may not bave had their Share, 
“* or from the Apprehenfions of the Inhabitants left to themfelves, and of them{elves deferting their 
“¢ Houfes. 1 with to acquit my own Countrymen of the Blame of thefe unfavourable Appear- 
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* ances, and in my own Heart I do acquit them; for at one Encampment a Crowd of People came 
“tq me, complaining that their new Aumil (Collefor) on the Approach of any Miktary Detachment, 
* bimfelf firft fled from the Place, and the Inbabitants, having no one to wham they could apply for Redre/s, 
* or for the Roprefentation of their Grievances, and being thus remedilefs, fled alfo, fo thet their Houfes 
* and Effedts became a Prey to any Perjon who chofe to plunder them. The general Conclufion 1 naa 
* to me an inevitable Confequence from fuch a State of Faéts; and my own Senfes bore Teltimony 
“to it in this fpecific Inftance: nor do I know how ic is poffible for any Officer commanding 
“a Military Party, how attentive foever he may be to the Difcipline and Forbearance of his 
People, to prevent Diforders, when there is neither Oppofition to binder, nor Evidence to detect them, 
“ Thefe, and many other Irregularities, 1 impute /olely to the Naib, and recommend his Inftant 
“* Removal. | 

** T cannot help remarking, that, except the City of Benares, she Province is in Effect without a 
“© Government. The Adminiftration of the Province is mifcondutted, and the People opprefed, Trade 
“* difcouraged, and the Revenue in Danger of a rapid Decline, from the violent Appropriation of sts 
3 Means.” 
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That the faid Warren Haftings did recommend to the Council, for a Remedy of the Diforders and 
Calamities which had arifen from his own Aas, Difpofitions, and Appointments, that the Admini- 
ftrator aforefaid fhould be Inftantly removed from his Office ; attributing the aforefaid “* Irregularities, 
‘* and many others, folely to him ;” ‘although on his own Reprefentation, it does appear that he was 
the fole Caufe of the Irregularities therein defcribed : neither does it appear that the Adminiftrator, fo 
by the faid Haftings nominated and removed, was properly charged and called to anfwer for the 
faid recited Irregularities, or for the many others not recited, but attributed folely to him; nor has 
any Plea or Excufe from him been erantmitted to the Board, or to the Court of Direlors: but he 
was, at the Inftance of the faid Haftings, deprived of his faid Office, contrary to the Principles of 
natural Juftice, in a violent and arbitrary Manner; which Proceeding, combined with the Example 
made of his Predeceffor, mutt neceffarily leave to the Perfon, who fhould fucceed to the faid Office, 
no diftiné& Principle upon which he might aét with Safety. But, in comparing the Confequences of 
the Two Delinquencies charged, the Failure of the Payment of the Revenues (from whatever Caufe 
it may arife) is more likely to be avoided than any fevere Courfe towards the Inhabitants ; as the 
former Fault was, befides the Deprivation of Office, attended with Two Imprifonments, with a 
Menace of Death, and an aétual Death, in Difgrace, Poverty, and Infolvency ; whereas the latter, 
namely, the Oppreffion and thereby the total Ruin of the Country, charged on the Second Admi- 
niftrator, was only followed by a Lofs of Office; although he, the faid Warren Haftings, did 
further affert (but with what Truth does not appear) that the Collection of the laft Adminiftrator 
had fallen much fhort of the Revenue of the Province. 


That the faid Warren Haftings himfelf was fenfible that the frequent Changes by him made would 

much diforder the Management of the Revenues, and feemed defirous of concealing his Intentions 
concerning the laft Change until the Time of its Execution. Yet it appears by a Letter from the 
Britith Refident, dated the 23d of June 1784, “that a very ftrong Report prevailed at Benares of 
“his (the faid Haftings’s) Intentions of appointing a new Naib for the approaching Year; and 
** that the Effect, which the Prevalence of {uch an Idea amongft the Aumils would probably have 
onthe Cultivation at this particular Time. The heavy Mofuffil Kilts (Harvett Taftalmente) have 
now been collected by the Aumils; the Seafon of Tillage is arrived ; the Ryots (Country Farmers) 
muft be indulged, and even affilted by Advances; and the Aumil mult look for his Returns in 
the Abundance of the Crop, the Con/eguence of this early Attention to the Cultivation, The Effect is 
evident which the Report of a Change in the Firft Officer of the Revenue muft have on the Minds of the 
Aumils, by leaving thens at an Uncertainty of what they have in future to expec? , and, in Proportion to 
the Degree of this Uncertainty, their Eflurts and Expences in promoting the Cultivation will be 
languid and {paring. 
“© In Compliance with the Naib’s Requeft, I have written to all the Aumils, encouraging and 
ordering them to attend to the Cultivation of their refpeClive Diftriéts, But I conceive I fhould 
be able to promote this very defirable Intention much more effectually, if you will honour me 
with the Communication of your Intentions on this Subject. At the fame Time I cannot help 
jut remarking, that, if a Change is intended, the fooner it takes place, the more the bad Effedts | 
** have defcribed will be obyiated.” ) 


n~,lUlUCUM 


& 
& 
$6 
€6 


« 
% 
¢ 


rv fa elu 


¢ 


wr 


< 


“ 


€¢ 


That the Council, having received the Propofitign for the Removal of the Adminiftrator aforefaid, 
did alfo in a Letter to him (the faid Haftings) condemn the frequent Changes by him made in the 
Adminiftration of the Collections of Benares,; but did confent to fuch Alterations as might be made 
without encroaching on the Rights eftablifhed by his (the faid Haftings’s) Agreement in the Year 
1781, and did defire him to tran{mit to them his Plan for a new Adminiftration. 


That the faid Haftings did tranfmit a Plan, which, notwithftanding the Evils which had happened - 
from the former frequent Changes, he did propofe as a temporary Expedient for the Adminiftration of the 
Revenues of the faid Province; in which no Provifion was made for the Reduétion or Remiffion of Re- 
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venue, te Exigences might require; or for the Extraction of the circulating Specie from the faid 

rovinee, or for the Supply of the neceflary Advances for Cultivation; nor for the Removal or 

revention of any of the Grievances by him before complained of, other than an Inipection by the 
ReGident and the Chief Criminal Magiftrate of Benares, and other Regulations equally void of Effect 
and Authority: and which Plan Mr. Stables, One of the Supreme Council, did al her rejett , 
but the fame was approved of, as a temporary Expedient, with fome Exceptions, by Two other Members 
of the Board, Mr. Wheler and Mr. Macpherfon, declaring the faid Warren Hapings refponfible for the 


temporary Expediency of the fame. 


That the faid Warren Haftings, in the Plan aforefaid, having ftrongly objected to the Appoint. 
ment of any European Colleétors, that is to fay, of any European Servants of the Company bein 
concerned in the fame, declaring that there had been fufficient Experience of the ill Effects of their 
being fo employed in the Province of Bengal, by which the {aid Haltings did either, in loofe and 

eneral Terms, convey a falfe Jmputation upon the Conduct of the Company’s Servants employed 
in the Colleétion of the Revenues of Bengal ; or he was guilty of a criminal Neglec&t of Duty, 
in not bringing to Punifhment the particular Perfons, whofe evil Practices had given Rife to fuch a 
general Imputation on Britifh Subjects and Servants af the Company, as to render them unfit for 
Service in other Places. 


That the faid Warren Haftings having, in the Courfe of Three Years, made Three complete Re- 
volutions in the State of Benares, by expelling, in the Firft Inftance, the lawful and rightful Gover- 
nor of the fame, under whofe Care and Superintendance a large and certain Revenue, {uitable to the 
Abilities of the Country, and confiftent with its Profperity, was paid with the greateft Pun@tuality , 
and by afterwards difplacing two effective Governors or Adminiftrators of the Province, appointed 
in Succeffion by himfelf, and, in confequence of the faid Appointments, and violent and arbitrary 
Removals, the faid Province “‘ being left in Effect without a Government,” except in one City only; 
and having, after all, fettled no more than a temporary Arrangement ; is guilty of an high Crime and 
Mifdemeanor, in the Deftruction of the Coyntry aforefaid. 


ARTICLES 


OF 


Charge of High Crimes and 
Mifdemeanors, 


WARREN HASTINGS, Efquire, 
Late Governor General of Bengal, 


Prefented to the Houfe of Commons upon the 4th 
Day of April 1786. 
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PRINCESSES or OUDE, 


I. 

H AT the reigning Nabob of Oude, commonly called Afoph ul Dowla (Son and Succeffor to 
Shuja ul Dowla) by taking into, or continuing in his Pay, certain Bodies of Regular Britith 
Troops, and by having afterwards admitted che Britifh Refident at his Court into the Management 
of all his Affairs, foreign and domeftic, and particularly into the Adminiftration of his Finances, 
did gradually become, in Subftance and Effect, as well as in general Repute and Eftimation, a 
Dependent on, or Vaffal of, the Eaft-India Company ; and was, and is, fo much under the Controul 
of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, that, in the Opinion of all the Native Powers, the 

Englifh Name and Charaéter is concerned in every Act of his Government. 


II, 

That Warren Haftings, Efquire, contrary to Law, and to his Duty, and in Difobedienice to the 
Orders of the Eaft-India Company, arrogating to himfelf the Nomination of the Refident at the 
Court of Ouge, as his particular Agent and Reprefentative, and rejecting the Refident appointed 
by the Company, and obtruding upon them a Perfon of his own Choice, did, from that Time, 
render himfelf in a particular Manner refponfible for the good Government of the Provinces, 
compofing the Dominions of the Nabob of Oude. 


Il. 

That the Provinces aforefaid having been, at the Time of their Firft Connection with the Com- 
pany, in an improved and flourifhing Condition, and yielding a Revenue of more than Three Mil- 
lions of Pounds Sterling, or thereabouts, didy foon after that Period, begin fenfibly to decline; and 
the Subfidy of the Britifh Troops ftationed in that Province, as well as other Sums of Money due to 
the Company by Treaty, ran confiderably in Arrear; although the Prince of the Country, during 
the Time thefe Arrears accrued, was otherwife in Diftrefs, and had been obliged to reduce all his 
Eftablifhments, 


IV. 

That the Prince aforefaid, or Nabob of Oude, did, in humble and fubmiffive Terms, fupplicate 
the faid Warren Haftings, to be relieved from a Body of Troops, whofe licentious Behaviour he 
complained of, and who were flationed in his Country without any Obligation by Treaty to main- 
tain them ; pleading the Failure of Harveft and the Prevalence of Famine in his Country ;—a Com- 
pliance with which Requett, by the faid Warren Haftings, was refufed in unbecoming, offenfive, 
and infulting Language. 


That the faid Nabob, labouring under the aforefaid and other Burthens, and being continually 
urged for Payment, was advifed to extort, and did extort from his Mother and Grandmother, un- 
der the Pretext of Loans (and fometimes without that Appearance) various great Sums of Money, 
amounting in the Whole to {..630,000 Sterling, or thereabouts ; alledging in Excufe the rigorous 
Demands of the Eaft India Company, for whofe Ufe the faid extorted Money had been demanded, 
and to which a confiderable Part of it had been applied. 


VI. 

That the Two Female Parents of the Nabob aforefaid, were among the Women of the gteateft 
Rank, Family, and Diftinction in Afia; and were left by the deceafed Nabob, the Son of the one, 
and the Husband of the other, in Charge of certain confiderable Part of his Treafures in Money, 
and other valuable Moveables, as well as certain Landed Eftates, called Jaghires, in order to the 
Support of their own Dignity, and the honourable Maintenance of his Women, and a numerous 
Offspring and their Dependents ; the faid Family amounting in the Whole to Two thoufand Per- 
fons, who were by the faid Nabob, at his Death, recommended in a particular Manner to the Care 
and Protection of the faid Warren Haftings, 


VII. 

~That on the Demand of the Nabob of Oude on his Parents for the laft of the Sums, which com- 

soot the Six hundred and Thirty thoufaad Pounds aforefaid, they the faid Parents did pofitively 
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refufe to pay any Part of the fame to their Son, for the Ufe of the Company, until he fhould agree 
to certain Terms, to be ftipulated in a regular Treaty ; and, among other Particulars, to fecure 
them in the Remainder of their Poffeffions, and alfo on no Account or Pretence to make any fur 
ther Demands or Claims on them; and, well knowing from whence all his Claims and Exactions had 
arifen, they demanded that the faid Treaty, or Family Compact, fhould be guaranteed by the Go- 
vernor General and Council of Bengal: And a Treaty was accordingly agreed to, executed by the 
Nabob, and guaranteed by John Briftow, Efquire, the Refident at Oude, under the Authority 
and with the exprefs Confent of the faid Warren Haftings and the Council General, and, in confe- 
quence thereof, the Sum laft required was paid, and Difcharges given to the Nabob for all the 
Money which he had borrowed from his own Mother and the Mother of his Father. 

That the Diftreffes and Diforders in the Nabob’s Government, and his Debt to the Company 
continuing to increafe, notwithftanding the violent Methods before mentioned taken to augment his 
Refources, the faid Warren Haftings, on the arft of May and onthe j1ft July 1781 (he and 
Mr. Wheler being the only remaining Members of the Council General, and he having the conclu- 
five and cafting Voice, and thereby being in Effect the whole Council) did, in the Name and under 
the Authority of the Board, refolve on a Journey to the Upper Provinces, in order to a perfonal 
Interview with the Nabob of Oude, towards the Settlement of his diftreffed Affairs ; and did give 
to himfelf a Delegation of the Powers of the faid Council, in direct Violation of the Company's 
Orders, forbidding fuch Delegation. 


Vill. 

That the faid Warren THaftings, having by his Appointment met the Nabob of Oude near a 
Place called Chunar, and poffeffing an entire and abfolute Command over the faid Prince, he did, 
contrary to Juftice and Fquity and the Security of Property, as well as to Public Faith and the 
Sanction of the Company’s Guarantce, under the Colour of a Treaty, which Treaty was conducted 
fecretly without a written Document of any Part of the Proceeding (except the pretended Treaty 
itfelf) authorize the faid Nabob to feize upon, and confifcate to his own Profit, the Landed Eftates, 
called Jaghires, of his Parents, Kindred, and principal Nobility ; only ftipulating a Penfion to the 
Net Amount of the Rent of the faid Lands as an Equivalent, and that Equivalent to fuch only 
whofe T.ands had been guaranteed to them by the Company: But provided, neither in the faid pre- 
tended Treaty, nor in any fubfequent Adt, the leaft Security for the Payment of the faid Penfion ta - 
thofe for whom fuch Penfion was oftenfibly referved ; and, for the others, not fo much as a Shew 
of Indemnity ;—to the extreme Scandal of the Britifh Government, which, valuing itfelf upon a 
{trict Regard to Property, did exprefsly authorize, if it did not command, an Attack upon that 
Right, unprecedented in the defpotic Governments of India, 


IX. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in order to cover the violent and unjuft Proceedings aforefaid, 
did affert a Claim of Right in the fame Nabob to all the Poffeffions of his faid Mother and Grand- 
mother, as belonging to him by the Mahommedan Law ; and this pretended Claim was fet up by 
the faid Warren Haftings, after the Nabob had, by a regular Treaty, ratified and guaranteed by the 
faid Haftings as Governor General, renounced and releafed all Demands on them. And this falfe 
Pretence of a legal Demand, was taken up and acted upon by the faid Warren Haftings, without 
laying the faid Queftien on Record before the Council General, or giving Notice to the Perfons 
to be affected thereby, to fupport their Rights before any of the principal Magiftrates and Ex- 
pounders of the Mahommedan Law, or taking publicly the Opinions of any Perfon converfant 


therein. 


That, in order to give farther Colour to the Acts of ill Faith and Violence aforefaid, the faid 
Warren Haftings did caufe to be taken at Lucknow, and other Places, before divers Perfons, and 
particularly before Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, His Majefty’s Chief Juftice, acting extrajudicially, 
and not within the Limits of his Jurifdiction, feveral paffionate, carelcfs, irrelevant, and irregular 
Affidavits, confifting of Matter not fit to be depofed on Oath; of Reports, Conjectures, and Hear- 
fays; fome of the Perfons, fwearing to the faid Hearfays, having declined to declare from whom 
they heard the Accounts at Second Hand fworn to: The faid Affidavits in general tending to fup- 
port the calumnious Charge of the faid Warren Haftings; namely, that the aged Women before 
meationed had formed, or engaged in, a Plan for the Depofition of their Son and Sovereign, and 
the utter Extirpation of the Englifh Nation: And neither the faid Charge againft Perfons, whofe 
Dependence was principally, if not wholly, on the good Faith of this Nation, and highly affeCting 
the Honour, Property, and even Lives of Women of the higheft Condition; nor the Affidavits in- 
tended to fupport the fame, extrajudicially raken ex parte, and without Notice, by the faid Sir 
Flijah Impey, and others, were at any Time communicated to the Parties charged, or to any 
Agent for them ; nor were they called upon to anfwer, nor any Explanation demanded of them. 


X]. 
That the Article, affecting private Property fecured by public Aéts, in the faid pretended 


Treaty, contains nothing more than a general Permiffion, given by the faid Warren Haftings, for 
4 ‘ confifcating 
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tonfifcating fuch Jaghires or Landed Eftates, with the Modifications therein contained, « as he 
«© {the Nabob] may find neceffary ;”” but does not direétly point at, or exprefs by Name, any of 
the Landed Poffeffions of the Nabob’s Mother: But foon after the Signing of the faid pretended 
Treaty (that js, on the 29th November 1781) it did appear, that a principal Object thereof, was to 
enable the Nabob to feize up6n the Eftates of his Female Parents aforefaid, which had been gua- 
ranteed to them by the Eaft India Company. And although in the Treaty, or pretended Treaty, 
aforefaid, nothing more is purported than to give a fimple Permiflion to the Nabob to feize upon 
and confifcate the Eftates, leaving the Execution or Non-execution of the fame wholly to his Dif- 
cretion; yet it appears by feveral Letters from Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, the Refident at the 
Court of Oude, of the 6th, 7th, and gth of December 1781, that no fuch Difcretion, as expreffed 
in the Treaty, was left, or intended to be Jeft with him the faid Nabob; but that the faid Article 
ought practically to have a Conftruction of a direétly contrary Tendency; that, inftead of confi- 
dering the Article as originating from the Nabob, and containing a Power provided in his Favour, 
which he did not poffefs before, the Confifcation of the Jaghires aforefaid, was to be confidered as 
a Meafure originating from the Englifh; and to be intended for their Benefit; and as fuch, that 
the Execution was to be forced upon him ; and the Execution thereof was accordingly forced upon 
him. And the Refident, Middleton, on the Nabob’s Refufal to act in Contradiction to his fworn 
Engagement, guaranteed by the Eaft India Company, and in the undutiful and unnatural Manner 
required, did totally fupercede his Authority in his own Dominions, confidering himfelf as im- 
powered {fo to act by the Inflructions of the faid Haftings, alchough he had Reafon to apprehend a 
general Infurreclion in Confequence thereof, and that he found it neceffary to remove his Family, 
« which he did not with to retain there, in Cafe of a Rupture with the Nabob, or the Neceffity of 
“ employing the Britifh Forces in the Reduétion of fis Aumils and Troops;” and he did 
accordingly, as Sovereign, iffue his own Edi¢ts and Warrants, in Defiance of the Refiftance of the 
Nabob, in the Manner by him defcribed in the Letters aforefaid, in a Letter of 6th December 
1781, that is to fay, “ Finding the Nabob wavering in his Determination about the Refumption of the 
«< Faghters, 1 this Day, in Prefence of and with the Minifter’s Concurrence, ordered the 
* neceffary Perwannahs to be written to the feveral Aumils for that Purpofe ; and it was my 
firm Refolution to have difpatched them this Evening, with proper People to fee them punc+ 
© tually and implicitly carried into Execution; but before they werc all tranfcribed, I re- 
* ceived a Meffage from the Nabob, who had been informed by the Minifter of the Refolution I 
“ had taken, intreating that I would withhold the Perwannahs until ‘lo-morrow Morning, when 
«© he would attend me, and afford me Satisfa€tion on this Point. As the Lofs of a few Hours in 
© the Difpatch of the Perwannahs appeared of little Moment, and as it is poffible the Nabob, 
«© feeing that the Bufine/s will at all Events be done, may make it an AG of bis own, I have confented 
to indulge him in bis Requeft; but, be the Kefult of our Interview whatever it may, nothing foall 
“© prevent the Orders being iffued To-morrow, either by him or myfelf, with the Concurrence of the Mi- 
“ niffers. Your Pleafure refpecting the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah; and the Meafure 
“< heretofore propofed, will foon follow the Refuinption of the Jaghiers. From both, or indeed 
‘¢ from the former alone, I have no Doubt of the complete Liquidation of the Company’s Balance.” 
—And alfo in another Letter of the 7th December 1781,—** J had the Honour to addrefs you 
¢ Yefterday, informing you of the Steps I had taken in Regard to the Refumption of the Faghiers, 
“This Morning the Vizier came to me according to bts Agreement, but Jeemingly without any Intention 
© or Defire to yield me Satisfaction on the Subject under Difcuffion ; for, after a great deal of Converfa- 
*© tion, confifling, on bis Part, of trifling Evaftow and puerile Excufes for withbolding bis Affent to the 
“© Meafure, though at the fame Time profefing the moft implicit Submffion to your Wifhes, 1 found my- 
&¢ felf without any other Refource, than the One of employing that exclufive Authority with which I con- 
te fider your Infirutions to vet mes I therefore declared to the Nabob, in Prefence of the Minifter and 
“ Mr. Fobnfon, who | defired might bear Witne/s of the Converfation, That I conftrued bis Rejeétion of 
‘ the Meafure propofed, as a Breach of bis folemn Promt/e to you, and an Unwillingne/s to yield that 
Afiftance, which was evidently in his Power, towards liquidating bis heavy accumulating Debt to the 
Company ; and that I muft in Confequence determine, in my own Juftification, fo i/fue immediately 
the Perwannabs, which had only been withheld in the fanguine Hope, that he would be pre- 
vailed upon to make that bis own Ad, which nothing but the moft urgent Neceffity could force 
« me to make mine.—Le left me without any Reply ; but afterwards fent for his Minifter, and au- 
*¢ thorized him to give me Hopes, that my Requifition would be complied with; on which I ex- 
preffed my Satisfaction, but declared, that I could admit of no further Delays; and unlefs I re- 
ceived his Excellency’s formal Acquiefcence before the Evening, I fhould then moft affuredly 
iffue my Perwannahs; which J bave accordingly done, not having had any Affurances from his Ex- 
*« cellency, that could juftify a further Sufpenfion. I fhall, as foon as poffible, inform you of the 
“Effect of the Perwannahs, which, in many Parts, I am apprehenfive it will be found neceffary 
** to enforce with Military Aid. 1 am not, however, entirely without Hopes that the Nabob, when 
© be fees the Ineficacy of further Oppofition, may alter his Conduct, and prevent the Confufion and 
** difagreeable Confequences which would be too likely to refult from the Profecution of a Meafure of fuch 
<< Importance, without bis Concurrence. His Excellency talks of going to Fyzabad, for the Purpofe 
heretofore mentioned, in Three or Four Days; J wih be may be ferious in bis Intention, and you 
« may reft affured, J shall fpare no Pains to keep bim to it,’ —---And further, in a Letter of the gth 
December 178t—e°* I had the Honour to addrefs you on the 7th Inftant, informing you of the 
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¢¢ Converfation which had pafied between the Nabob and me, on the Subject of refuming the Jag- 
«* hiers, and the Step I had taken in Confequence. J/is Imacelleney appeared to be very much hut 
© and incenfed at the Meafure; and loudly complains of the Treachery of bic Minifters, binft, in yue- 
“* ing you any Hopes that fuch a Meafare would be adopted, and, Secondly, in their promifirg me thetr 
© whole Support in carrying it through: But, as Tapprebended, rather than fuffer it to eppear that the 
« Point had been carried in Oppofition to bts Will, be at length yielded a nominal Acquicfeence, and 
«¢ has this Day iffued his own Perwannahs to that Effect; declaring, however, et the fame Time, both 
‘© to me and bis Minifters, that it is an Ad of Compulfion. I hope to be able, in afew Days, in Con- 
«* fequence of this Meafure, to tran{mit you an Account of the actual Walue and Produce of the 
‘© Jaghiers, oppofed to the nominal Amount at which they ftand rated on the Bouks of the 
ec Sircar.” 
XI] 


That the faid Warren Haftings, inftead of expreffing any Difapprobation of the Procecdings 
aforefaid, in Violation of the Rights fecured by Treaty with the Mother and Grandmother of the 
reigning Prince of Oude, and not lefs in Violation of the Sovereign Rights of the Nabob himfelf, 
did, by frequent Meflages, ftimulate the faid Middleton to a Perfeverance in, and to a rigorous I xe- 
cution of the fame: And inhis Letter from Benares of the 25th December 1781, did ‘* exprefs Doubts 
¢ of his Firmnefs and A¢tivity, and, above all, of his Recolleétion of his Tnftructions, and their 
«* Importance ; and that, if he could not rely on his own [Power] and the Means he poffeiied 
“ for performing thole Services, he would free him [the faid Middleton] fiom the Charges, and 
© would proceed bim/elf to Lucknow, and would dim/e/f undertake them.” 


XII. 

That very doubtful Credit is to be given to any Letters written by the faid Middleton to the faid 
Warren Haftings, when they anfwer the Purpofes which the faid Warren Haftings had evidently 
in View, the faid Middleton having written to him in the following Manner from Lucknow, joth 
December 1781: 


ny 


nr 


XIV. 
«¢ My dear Sir, 

«© ] have this Day anfwered your Pud/ic Letter in the Form you feem to expecé?. J hope there 
<< 1s nothing in it that may appear to you too pointed. Jf you wifh the Matter to be otherwi/e un- 
«<< derftood than I bave taken up and ftated it, I need not fay I fhall be ready to conform to whatever you 
‘© may prefcribe, and to take upon myfelf any Share of the Blame of the (hitherto) Non-performance of 
«© the Stipulations made on Bebalf of the Nabob. Though I do affure you, I myfelf reprefented to 
«« his Excellency and the Minifters, conceiving it to be your Defire, that the apparent dffumption 
“© of the Reins of bis Government (for in that Light he undoubtedly confidered it at the Firft View) 
¢ as fpecified in the Agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully and /iteradly enforced, 
« but that it was neceflary you fhould have fomething to foew on your Side, as the Company were de- 
“¢ prived of a Benefit without a Requital; and upon the Faith of this Affurance alone, \ believe I may 
«© fafely affirm his Excellency’s Objections to figning the Treaty were given up. If I have un- 
«« derftood the Matter wrong, or mifconceived your Defign, I am truly forry for it; however, 
“it is not too late to correct the Error; and I am ready to undertake, and, God willing, to carry 
“* through, whatever you may, on Receipt of my public Letter, tell me is your final Refolve,” 


XV. 

That it appears, but on his the faid Middicton’s fole Authority, in a Letter from the faid 
Middleton, dated Lucknow, 2d December 1781, that the Nabob of Oude, wifhing to evade the 
Meafure of refuming the Jaghires aforefaid, did fend a Meffage to him, purporting, « that if the 
«¢ Meafure propofed was intended to procure the Payment of the Balance due to the Company, he 
“* could better and more expeditioufly effect that Object, by taking from his Mother the Trea- 
«¢ fures of his Father, which he did affert to be in her Hands, and to which he did claim a 
‘ Right; and that it would be fufficient that he the faid Haftings would bint bis Opinion upon it, 
‘ without giving a formal Santtion to the Meafure propofed ; and that whatever his Refolution upon 
« the Subject fhould be, it would be expedient to keep it fecret;” adding “ the Refumption of 
“ the Faghires it ts neceffary to fupend till I have your Anfwer to this Letter.” 


XVI. 

That it does not appear that the faid Haftings did write any Letter in Anfwer to the Propofal of 
the faid Middleton, but he, the faid Haftings, did communicate his Pleafure thereon to Sir 
Elijah Impey, being then at Lucknow, for his the faid Middleton’s Information ; and it does ap~ 
pear, that the Seizing of the Treafures of the Mother of the Nabob, faid to have been propofed 
as an Alternative by the {aid Nabob, to prevent the Refumption of the Jaghire, was determined 
upon and ordered by the faid Haftings; and that the Refumption of the faid Jaghires, for the 
Ranfom of which the Seizing of the Treafures was propofed was alfo directed; not one only, but 
both Sides of the Alternative being enforced upon the Female Parents of the Nabob aforefaid, 
although both the one and the other had been fecured to them by a Treaty with the Eaft India 


Company, 
4, XVIII. That 
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That Sir Elijah Impey, Koight, His Majefty’s Chief Jufticé at Fort William, did undertake a 
Journey of Nine hundred Miles, from Calcutta to Lucknow, on Pretence of Health and Pleafure ; 
but was in Reality in the Secret of thefe and other irregular Tranfactions, and employed as 
a Channel of confidential Communication therein. And the faid Warren Haftings, by prefuming 
to employ the faid Chief Juftice, a Perfon particularly unfit for an Agent, in the Tranfaction of 
Affairs, prima facie at leaft unjuft, violent, and oppreffive, contrary te public Faith, and to the 
Sentiments and Law of Nature, and which he the faid Haftings was fenftble ** could not fail to 
*¢ draw Obloquy on himfelf by his Participation,” did difgrace the King’s Commiffion, and ren- 
der odious to the Natives of Hindoftan the Juftice of the Crown of Great Britain. 


XIX. 

That although the faid Warren Haftings was from the beginting duly informed of the Violence 
offered to the Perfonal Inclinations of the Nabob, and the “ apparent Affumption of the Reins 
‘ of his Government,” for the Purpofes aforefaid ; yet,’miore than Two Years after, he did writc 
to his private Agent, Major Palmer, that is to fay, in his Letter of the 6th of May 1783, ° that 
*¢ it has been a Matter of equal Surprife and Concern to him, to learn from the Letters of tHe 
‘© Refident, that the Nabob Vizier was with Difficulty, and almoft unconquerable Reluétance, 
induced to give his Confent to the Attachmentof the Treafure depofited by his Father, under 
«¢ the Charge of the Begum his Mother, and to the Refumption of her Jaghire, and the other 
«« Jaghires of the Individuals of his Family ;’’ which Pretenee of Ignorance of the Nabob’s Incli- 
nations, is fictitious and groundlefs. But whatever Deception he might pretend to be in concerrf- 
ing the original Intention of the Nabob, he was not, nor did he pretend to be, ignorant of his, 
the Nabob’s, Reluctance to proceed in the faid Meafures ; but did admit his Knowledge of the 
Nabob’s Reluctance to their full Execution, and yet did juftify the fame as follows : 


XX, 

‘¢ I defire that you will inform him (the Nabob) that in thefe and the other Meafures which 
“© were either propofed by him, or received his Concurrence in the Agreement paffed between us 
“at Chunar, I neither had nor could have any Object dur bis Relief, and the Strengthening of bis 
“ Connection with the Company; and that I fhould not on any other Ground have expofed myfelf 
“* to the perfonal Obloguy which they could not fail to draw upon me by my Participation in them, but 
© left him to regulate, by his own Difcretion, and by his own Means, the Oeconomy of his own 
“© Finances, and with much more Cau/e, the Affertion of bis domeftic Right. In thefe, be bad no regu- 
4¢ lar Claim to my Interference; nor had J, in my public Character, any Claim upon him, but for 
«¢ the Payment of the Debt then due from him to the Company, although I was under the 
«© ftrongeft Obligations to require it for the Relief of the preffing Exigences of their Affairs. — 
¢¢ Efe will well remember the Manner in which, at a Vifit to him in his own Tent, I declared 
f° my Acquiefcence freely and without Hefitation to each Propofition, which afterwards formed 
« the Subftance of a written Agreement, as he feverally made them; and he can want no other 
«© Evidence of my Motives for /o chearful a Confent, nor for the Requefts which I added as 
«© the Means of fulfilling his Purpofes in them. Had he not made thefe Meafures his own Option, 
*¢ I fhould not have propofed them ; but baving once adopted them, and made them the Conditions of a 
«© formal and facred Agreement, I bad no longer an Option to difpenfe with them, but was bound fo 
<* the complete Performance and Execution of them, as Points of public Duty and of National Faith, 
“© for which 1 was refponfible to my King, and the Company my immediate Supertors ; and this was 
‘© the Reafon for my infifting on their Performance and Execution, when I was told that the Nabob 
“ bimfelf bad relaxed from bis original Purpofe, and expreffed @ Reluctance to proceed in it.” 


XXI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings does admit, that the Nabob ded otiginally no regular Claim 
upon him for his Interference, or he any Claim on the Nabob, which might entitle him to 
interfere in the Nabob’s domeftic Concerns; yet, in order to juftify his fo mvidious an Interfer- 
ence, he‘did, in the Letter aforefaid, give a falfe Account of the faid Treaty, which (as before- 
mentioned) did nothing more than give a Permiffion to the Nabob to refume the Jaghires, if 
HE foould judge the fame to be neceffary; and did therefore leave the Right of difpenfing with the 
Whole, or any Part thereof, as much in his Option after the Treaty, as it was before; the declared 
Intent of the Article being only to remove the Reftraint of the Company’s Guarantee forbidding 
fuch Refumption, but furnifhing nothing which could authorize putting that Refumption into 
the Hands and Power of the Company, to be enforced at their Difcretion. And with Regard to 
the other Part of the Spoil made by Order of the faid Haftings, and by him, in the Letter afore- 
faid, ftated to be made equally againft the Will of the Nabob, namely, that which was commit- 
ted on the perfonal and moveable Property of the Female Parents of the Nabob, nothing what- 
foever in Relation to the fame is ftipulated in the {aid pretended Treaty, 


stent XXII. 

That go brome an in afferting that he was bound to the Acts aforefaid by public Duty, and 
i by National Faith, :in -the.very Inftance in Seen Nationak Faith was by him —asie A 
° he ; violated ; 
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violated ; and in juftifying himfelf, by alledging that he was bound to the complete Exe- 
cution, by a Refponfibiliry te the Company which he immediately ferved; and by 
afferting, that thefe violent and rapacious Proceedings, fubjeCting all Perfons concerned in 
them to Obloguy, would be the Means of ftrengthening the Connection of the Nabob 
with the Britith United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies; did difgrace the Au- 
thority‘under which he immediately acted. And that the faid Haftings, in juftifying his Obliga- 
tions to the faid Adts by a Refponfibility to the King, namely to the King of Great Britain, did 
endeavour to throw upon His Majefty, his lawful Sovereign (whofe Name and Character he was 
bound to refpeét, and to preferve in Eftimation with all Perfons, and particularly with the 


- Sovereign Princes, the Allies of his ey the Difgrace and Odium of the aforefaid Acts, 
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in which a Sovereign Prince was by him the faid Haftings made an Inftrument of Perfidy, 
Wrong, and Outrage, to Two Mothers and Wives of Sovereign Princes; and in which he did 
exhibit to all Afia (a Country remarkable for the utmoft Devotion to parental Authority) the 
Spectacle of a Chriftian Governor reprefenting a Chriftian Sovereign, compelling a Son to be- 
come the Inftrument of fuch Violence and Extortion againft his own Mother. 

That the faid Warren Hattings, by repeated Meffages and Injunétions, and under Menaces of 
«a dreadful Refponfibility,” did urge the Refident to a Completion of this barbarous Act; and 
well knowing that fuch an Aét would probably be refifted, did order him the faid Refident to ufe 
the Britith Troops under his Direction for that Purpofe, and did offer the Afiftance of further 
Forces, urging the Execution in the following peremptory Tetms: “ You your/elf muft be. Per- 
« fonally present, you mutt not allow any Negociation or Forbearance ; but muit profecute both 
“ Services, until the Begums (Princeffes) are at the entire Mercy of the Nabob.” 


XXII. 

That in conformiay to the faid peremptory Orders, a Party of Britith and other Troops, with 
the Nabob in the oftenfible, and the Britifh Refident in the real Command, were drawn towards 
the City of Fyzabad, in the Caftle of which City the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob had 
their Refidence ; and after expending Two Days in Negociation (the Particulars of which do 
not appear) the Refident not receiving the Satisfaction he looked for, the Town was firft ftormed, 
and afterwards the Caftle; and little or no Refiftante being made, and no Blood being fhed on 
cither Side, the Britifh Troops occupied all the outer Inclofure of the Palace of One of the 
Princeffes, and blocked up the other. 


XXIV. 

That this violent Affault and forcible Occupation of their Houfes, and the further Extremities 
they had to apprehend, did not Veibey on the Female Parents of the Nabob to confent to any 
Submiffion, until the Refident fent in unto them a Letter from the faid Warren Haftings (no 
Copy of which appears) declaring himfelf no longer bound by the Guaranty, and coataining 
{ oh other Matter as tended to remove all their Hopes, which feemed to be centered in Britifh 
Faith, 


XXV. 

That the Chief Officers of their Houfhold, who were their Treafurers and confidential Agents, 
the Eunuchs Jewar Ali Khan and Behar Ali Khan, Perfons of great Eminence, Rank, and Di- 
ftinétion, who had been in high Truft and Favour with the late Nabob, were ignominioufly put 
into Confinement under an inferior Officer, in order to extort the Difcovery of the Treafures and 
Effects committed to their Care and Fidelity. And the faid Middleton did foon after, that is to 
fay, on the 12th of January 1782, deliver them over for the fame Purpofe into the Cuftody of 
Captain Neal Stuart, commanding the 8th Regiment, by his Order given in the following 
Words: ‘“ To be kept in clofe and fecure Confinement, admitting of no Intercourfe with them, 
«* excepting by their Four menial Servants, who are authorized to attend them until further 
«¢ Orders. You will allow them to have any Neceffary and Convenience which may be con- 
* fiftent with a ftrict Guard over them,” 


XXVI. 

That in Confequence of thefe Severities upon herfelf, and on thofe whom fhe moft regarded 
and trufted, the Mother of the faid Nabob did at length confent to the delivering up of her 
Treafures, and the fame were paid to the Refident, to the Amount of the Bond given by the 
Nabob to the Company for his Balance of the Year 1779-80, and the faid Treafure “« was taken 
“ from the moft fecret Receffes in the Houfes of the Two Eunuchs.” 


XXVII. 

That the Nabob continuing ftill under the Preflure of a further pretended Debt to the Com. 
pany for his Balance of the Year 1780-81, the Refident, not fatished with che Seizure of the 
Eftates and Treafures of his Parents aforefaid, although he the faid Refident did confefs that the 
Princefs Mother “ had declared, with apparent Truth, that fhe had delivered up the Whole of the 
“< Property in ber Hands, excepting Goods, which from the Experience which he the Refident 
* had of the fall Produce of the Sales of a former Payment made by her in that Mode, he: 

; « did 


¢ 
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.« did refufe, and that, in his Opinion, it certainly would have amounted to hittle or hothing,” 
did proceed to extort another great Sum of Money, that is to fay, the Sum of £.120,000 Ster- 
ling, on Account of the laft pretended Balance aforefaid. In arder therefore to compel the faid 
Minifters and Treafurers either to diftrefs their Principals, by extorting whatever valuable Sub. 
ftance might, by any Poffibility, remain concealed, or to furnifla the {aid Sum from their own 
Eftates, or from their Credit with their Friends, did order their Imprifonment to be aggtavated 
with Circumftances of great Cruelty, giving an Order to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge; deed goth 
Jan’ 1782, in the following Words : 


XXVIII. 
ce Sir, 
«© When this Note is delivered to you by Hoolas Roy, I have to defire, that you order the 
*¢ Two Prifoners to be: put én Jrons, keeping them from all Food, c. agreeable to my Inftruftions 


of Leherday. . . 
| (Signed) NATH" MIDDLETON.” 


XXIX. 

That by the faid unjuft and rigorous Proceeding, the faid Eunuchs were compelled to give 
their Engagement for the Payment of £.120,000 Sterling aforefaid, to be completed within the 
Period of One Month: But after they had entered into the faid compulfory Engagement, they 
were ftill kept in clofe Imprifonment, and the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob were 
themfelves held under a flri&t Guard ; although at the fame Time, the confifcated Eftates were 
actually in the Company’s Poffeffion, and found to exceed the Amount of what they were rated 
at in the general Lift of confifcated Eftates; and although the Affiftant Refident Johnfon did 
confefs « that the Object of diftreffing the Bhow Berum was merely to obtain a ready Money 
¥¢ inftead of a dilatory Payment, and that this ready Money Payment, if not paid, was recoverable 
«in the Courfe of a few Months upon the Jaghiers in his Poffeffion ; and that therefore it was 
“© not worth proceeding to any Extremities beyond the one defcribed (namely the Confinement 
« of the Princeffes, and the Imprifonment and fettering of their Minifters) upon fo refpectable 
© a Family.” 


XXX. 

That after the Surrender of the Treafure, and the paffing the Bonds and Obligations given as 
aforefaid, the Refident having been ftrictly ordered by the faid Warren Haftings not to make 
any Settlement whatfoever with the faid Women of high Rank, the Nabob was induced to leave 
the City of Fyzabad, without taking Leave of hts Mother, or fhewing her any Mark of Duty or 
Civility. And on the fame Day the Refident left the City aforefaid; and after his Return to 
Lucknow, in order to pacify the faid Haftings, who appeared to refent that the Nabob was not 
urged to greater Degrees of Rigour than thofe hitherto ufed towards his Mother, he the faid 
Refident did, in his Letter of the 6th February, give him an Affurance in the following 
Words :—* I fhall, as you direct, ufe my Influence to diffuade his Excellency from concluding 
« any Settlement until I have your further Commands.” 


XXXI. 

That the Payment of the Bond laft extorted from the Eunuchs was foon after commenced, 
and the Grandmother, as well as the Mother, were now compelled to deliver what they declared: 
was the Extent of the Whole of both their Poffeffions, including down to their Table Utenfils ; 
which, as the Refident admitted, ‘* they had been, and were ftill delivering, and that no Proof 
*¢ had yet been obtained of their having more.” 


XXXII. ! 

That Bullion, Jewels, and Goods, to the Amount of Five hundred thoufand Pounds and 
upwards, were actually received by the Refident, for the Ufe of the Company, before the 23d of 
February 1782; and there remained, on the faid extorted Bond, no more than about £.25,000, 
according to the Statement of the Eunuchs, and not above Fifty thoufand according to that made 
by the Refident. 


XXXIII. 

That in this advanced State of the Delivery of the extorted Treafure, the Minifters of Women 
aforefaid of the reigning Family, did apply to Captain Leonard Jaques, under whofe Cuftody 
they were confined, to be informed of the Deficiency with which they ftood charged, that they 
might endeavour, with the Affiftance of their Friends, to provide for the fame, and praying that 
they might, through his Mediation, be freed from the Hardfhips they fuffered under their Con- 
finement; to which Application they received an infolent Anfwer from the faid Richard Johnfon, 
dated February 27th 1782, declaring, that Part.of what he had received in Payment was in 
Jewels and Bullion; and that more than a Month, the Time -fixed for the final Payment, would 


them, 


elapfe before he could difpofe of the fame; infifting upon a ready Money Payment, and affuring. 
2 


Letter ftom Mr, 
Middleton, ad 
Feb. 1782, 


Lucknow, 924 


July 1782. 
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them, ‘ that thé Day on which their Agreement expired, he fhould te indifpenfibly obliged to 
‘¢ recommence Severities upon them, until the Jaft Farthing was fully paid.” And in order to 
add to their Terrors and Hardfhips, as well as to find fome Pretext for the further crue] and in- 
human Acts intended, an apparently groundlefs and injurious Charge was fuggefted to the im- 
prifoned Minifters aforefaid, in the following Words:—«* You may alfo mentioa to them, that I 
“* have Reafon to _/ufpeé? that the Commotions raifed by Bulbudder, has not been without their 
*¢ Suggeftion and Abltment, which, if proved upon them, in Addition to the probable Breach of 
“ their Agreement, will make their Situation very defperate.”’ | 


SXXIV, 

That on the Receipt of the faid Letter, that is, on the 2d March, the Minifter aforefaid did 
aver, that they were not able to obtain Cath in lieu of the Jewels and other Effetts ; but that if 
the Goods were fold, and they releafed from their Confinement, and permitted (as they have 
before requefted) to go Abroad among their Friends, they could foon make good the Deficiency; 
and they did abfolutely deny « that they had any Hand in the Commotions raifed by Bulbudder, 
“or any Kind of Correfpondence with him or his Adherents.” 


XXXV. 

That the Prifoners aforefaid did fhortly after, that is to fay, on the 13th March, a Third 
Time renew their Application to Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, the Refidenty and did requeft 
that the Jewels remaining in his the faid Refident’s Hands, towards the Payment of the Balance 
remaining, ‘ might be valued by Four or Five eminent Merchants, Muffulmen and Hindus, 
“upon Oath,”’ and that if any Balance fhould afterwards appear, joel would upon their Re- 
leafe get their Friends to advance the fame: And they did again reprefent the Hardfhip of their 
Imprifonment, and pray for Relief; and did again affert, that the Imputations thrown upon them 
by the faid Richard Johnfon were falfe and groundlefs ; ‘* that they had no Kind of Intercourfe, 
‘¢ either directly or indireétly, with the Authors of the Commotions alluded to, and that they 
‘¢ did ftake their Lives upon the fmalleft Proof thereof being brought.” 


XXXVI. 

That, inftead of their receiving any Anfwer to any of the aforefaid reafonable Propofitions, 
concerning either the Account ftated, or the Crimes imputed to them, or any Relief from the 
Hardfhips they fuffered, he, the Refident Middleton, did, on the 18th of the faid Month, give 
to the Officer who had fupplicated in Favour of the faid Prifoners, an Order, in which he de- 
clared himfelf « under the difagreeable Neceffity of recurring ta Severities, to enforce the faid 
« Payment; and that this is therefore to defire that you immediately caufe them to be put in 
‘© Irons, and keep them fo until | fhall arrive at Fyzabad to take further Meafures as may be 
* neceffary.” Which Order being received at Fyzabad the Day after it was given, the faid Eu- 
nuchs were a Second Time thrown into Irons. And it appears that (probably in Refentment for 
the humane Reprefentations of the faid Captain Jaques) the Refident did refufe to pay for the 
Fetters, and other contingent Charges of the Imprifonment of the faid Minifters of the Nabob’s 
Mother, when at the fame Time very liberal contingent Allowances were made to other Officers ; 
and the faid Jaques did ftrongly remonftrate againft the fame as follows :—=* You have alfo 
«< ordered me to put the Prifoners in Irons—This I have done: Yet, as I have no Bufinefs to 
« purchafe Fetters, or fupply them any other Way, itis but reafonable that you fhould order 
“me to be reimburfed. And why fhould I add any Thing more? A late Commander at this 
« Place, I am told, draws near as many Thoufands Monthly Contingencies, as my trifling 
Letter for Hundreds. However, if you cannot get my Bill paid, be fo obliging as co return 
«it; and give me an Opportunity of declaring to the World, that I believe I am the firft Offices 
‘in the Company’s Service who has fuffered in his Property by an independant Command.” 


XXXVII. 

That, 1. about Two Months after the faid Prifoners had continued in Irons in the Manner afore- 
faid, the Officer on Guard, in a Letter of the 18th May, did reprefent to the Refident as fol- 
lows :—‘¢ The Prifoners, Baher and Jewar Ally Khan, who feem to be very fickly, have requeftec 
‘© their Irons might be taken off for a few Days, that they might take Medicine, and walk about 
«* the Garden of the Place where they are confined. Now, as I am fure shey will be equally fecure 
© without their Irons as with them, J think it my Duty to inform you of this Requeft: 1 defire 
«* to know your Pleafure concerning it.” To which Letter the faid Officer did receive a direét 
Refufal, dated 22d May 1782, in the following Words :—* I am forry it is not in my Power to 
«« comply with your Propofal of cafing the Prifoners for a few Days of their Fetters. Much as 
‘ my Humanity may be touched by their Sufferings; I fhould think it inexpedient to afford 
¢ them any Alleviation, while they perfift in a Breach of their Contract with me; and indeed, 
“© no Indulgence can be fhewn them without the Authority of the Nabob, who, inftead of con- 
‘¢ fenting to moderate the Rigours of their Situation, would be moft willing to multiply them.” 
Endeavouring to join the Nabob, whom he well knew to be reluctant in the whole Proceed. 
ing, asa Party in the Cruelties, by which, through the Medium of her Servants, it was in- 
tended to coerce his Mother. 

2 z XXXVIN. 
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XXXVITI. 

That the faid Refident, in a few Days after, that is to fay, on the 1ft June 1782, in a Letter 
to Major Gilpin, in Command at Fyzabad, did order the Account, as by himfelf ftated, to be 
read to the Prifoners; and, without taking any Notice of their Propofal concerning the Valua- 
tion of the Effects, or their Denial of the Offences imputed to them, to demand a pofitive An- 
fwer relative to the Payment; and “ upon receiving from them a negative or unfatisfactory Re- 
‘¢ ply, to inform them that all further Negociation being at an End, they muft prepare for their 
«© Removal to Lucknow, where they would be called upon to anfwer, not only their recent 
«¢ Breach of Faith and folemn Engagement, but alfo to atone for other heavy Offences ; the 
¢¢ Punifhment of which, as had frequently been fignified to them, it was in their Power to have 
¢¢ mitigated, by a proper Acquittal of themfelves in this Tranfaction.” By which Infinuations, 
concerning the pretended Offences of the faid unhappy Perfons, and the Manner by which they 
were to atone for the fame, and by their never having been fpecifically and directly made, it doth 
appear, that the faid Crimes and Offences were charged for the Purpofe of extorting Money, and 
not upon Principles or for the Ends of Juftice.” 


| XXXIX. 

That after fome ineffectual Negociations to make the Prifoners pay the Money, which it does 
not appear to have been in their Power to pay, they were again threatened by the Refident, in a 
Letter to Major Gilpin, dated gth June 1782, in the following Terms :—* I wifh you to ex- 
«© plain once more to the Prifoners, the Imprudence and Folly of their Conduct, in forcing me 
toa Meafure which muft be attended with Confequences fo very ferious to them; and that, 
«© when once they are removed to Lucknow, it will not be in my Power to fhew them Mercy, 
‘ or to ftand between them and the Vengeance of the Nabob. Advife them to reflect ferioufly 
«¢ upen the unkappy Situation in which they will be involved in one Cafe, and the Relief it will 
© be in my Power to procure them in the other; and let them make their Option.” 


Aa 


XL. 

That he, the faid Refident, did alfo, at the fame Time, receive a Letter from the Princefs 
Mother, which Letter does not appear, but to which only the following infolent Return was 
made; that is to fay, «* The Letter from the Bhow Begum 1s no Ways fatisfa€tory, and I cannot 
«¢ think of returning an Anfwer to it. Indeed, all Correfpondence between the Begum and me 
« has long been ftopped; and I requeft you will be pleafed to inform her, that I by no Means 
« wifh to refume it, or to maintain any friendly Jntercourfc with her, until fhe has made good 
¢¢ my Claim upon her for the Balance due.” 


XLI. 

That in confequence of thefe Threats, and to prevent a Separation of the Minifters from their 
Miftreffes, feveral Plans for the Payment of the Balanee were offered, both by the Mother of 
the Nabob, and the Prifoners, to which no other Objection appears to have been made, than 
the Length of Time required by the Parties to difcharge the comparatively fmall Remainder of 
the extorted Bond; the Officer on Command declaring, that, conformable to his Inftruétions, 
he could not receive the fame. 


XLII. 

That the Prifoners were actually removed from the City of their Refidence to the City of 
Lucknow, where they arrived on the 24th of June 1782, and were, on the next Day, threat- 
ened with Severities, “* to make them difcover where the Balance might be procurable.” And 
on the 28th, it fhould feem, that the Severities, for the Purpofe aforefaid, were inflicted, at leaft 
upon One of them; for the affiftant Refident, Johnfon, did, on that Day, write to Captain 
Waugh, the Officer commanding the Guard, the Letter following, full of Difgrace to the Ho- 
nour, Juftice, and Humanity of the Britifh Nation. 


XLII. 
ce Sir, 

‘¢ The Nabob having determined to infi? Corporal Punifoment upon the Prifoners under your 
‘© Guard, this is to defire, that his Officers, when they fhall come, may have free Accefs to the 
«© Prifoners, and be permitted to do with them as they fhall fee proper, only taking Care, that they 
“¢ Jeave them always under your Charge.” 


XLIV. 

That the faid Richard Johnfon did, further to terrify the Prifoners, and to extort by all Ways 
the Remainder of the faid unjuft, oppreffive, and rapacious Demand, threaten to remove them 
out of the Nabob’s Dominions into the Caftle of Churnagur, in order for ever to feperate 
them from their Principals, and deprive both of their reciprocal Proteétion and Services, and 
did order a further Guard to be put on the Palace of the Grandmother of the Nabob, an Ally 
of the Company, and to prevent the Entrance of the Provifions to her (which Order relative to 
the Guard only was execured) and did ufe fundry unworthy and infulting Menaces, both with 
Regard to herfelf and to her principal Minitfters. 

N° 4. C XLV. That 
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XLV. 

That a Propofal was foon after made by the faid Princefs and her Daughter-in-Law, pray- 
ing that their Minifters aforefaid fhould be returned to Fyzabad, and offering to raife a Sum o 
Money on that Condition ; as alfo that they would remove from one of their Palaces, whilft the 
Englith wereto be permitted to fearch the other. But the Affiftant Refident Johnfon did, in- 
ftead of a Compliance with the former of thefe Propofitions, fend the following Orders, dated 
23d July 1782, to the Officer commanding the Guard on the Minilters aforefaid: ‘ Some violent 
*© Demands having been made for the Releafe of the Prifoners, it is neceffary that every oo 
« Precaution be taken for their Security; You will therefore be pleafed to be very {trict in 
*€ guarding them; and I herewith fend another Pair of Fetters to be added to thofe now upon 
© the Prifoners.” And in Anfwer to the Second Propofition, the faid Refident did reply in the 
following Terms: ‘ The Propofal of evacuating One Palace, that it may be fearched, and then 
“* evacuating the next, upon the fame Principle, is apparently fair: But it is well known in 
“ the Firft Place, that fuch bricked up, or otherwife hidden Treafure, is not to be hit upon 
‘in a Day, without a Guide. I have therefore informed the Nabob of this Propofal, and if 
‘© the Matter is to be reduced to a Search, he will go himfclf with fuch People as he may poffefs, 
‘© for Information, together with the Prifoners; and when in Poffeffion of the Ground, by 
‘ punifbing the Prifoners, or by fuch other Means as be may find moft effetiual to forward a fuccefs- 
‘ ful Search upon the Spot, he will avail himfelf of the Propofal made by the Bhow Begum.” 


mm 


Fal 


XLVI. 

That, probably from the Nabob’s known and avowed Reluctance to lend himfelf to the Perpe- 
tration of the oppreffive and iniquitous Proceedings of the Repreientative of the Britifh Govern- 
ment, the fcandalous Plan aforefaid was not carried into Execution: And all the Rigours practifed 
upon the Chief Minifters of the Ladies aforefaid at Lucknow, being found ineffedlual, and the 
Princefs Mother having declared herfelf ready to deliver up every Thing valuable in her Pof- 
feffion, which Baher Ally Khan, One of her confidential Minifters aforefaid, only could come at, 
the faid Change of Prifon was agreed to;—but not until the Nabob’s Mother aforefaid, had 
engaged to pay, for the faid Change of Prifon, a Sum of Ten TVhoufand Pounds (One Half of 
which was paid on the Return of the Eunuchs) and that * fhe would ranfack the Zenana (Women’s 
Apartments) ‘ for Kincobs, Muflins, Cloaths, &c. &c. &c. and that fhe would even allow a 
« Deduétion from the Annual Allowance, made to her for her Subfiftence in licu of her 


sc Jaghire.” 


XLVIE. 

That foon after the Return of the aforefaid Minifters to the Place of their Imprifonment at 
Fyzabad, Bonds for the Five Thoufand Pounds aforeiuid, and Goods, eflimated, according to 
the Valuation of a Merchant appointed to. value the faine, at the Sum of Forty Thoufand Pounds, 
even allowing them to fell greatly under their Value, were delivered to the Commanding Officer 
at Fyzabad ; and the faid Commanding Officer did promufe to the Begum to vifit Lucknow with 
fuch Propofals as he hoped would fecure the /mal/ Balance of Fifteen Thoufand Pounds remain- 
ing of the unjuft Exaction aforefaid. Burt the faid Refident Middleton did, in his Letter of the 
17th of the faid Month, pofitively refufe to liften to any Terms, before the final Difcharge of the 
Whole of the Demand; and did pofitively forbid the Commanding Officer to come to {Lucknow 
to make the Propofal aforefaid, in the Terms following : ‘ As it is not poffible to liften to any 
‘¢ Terms from the Begums, before the final Diucharge of their conditional Agreement for Fifty- 
« five Lacks, your coming here upon fuch an Agency can only Le Lofs of Time in completing 
“© the Recovery of the Balance of 6,55,000.; for which your Regiment was fent to Fyzabad, 
« J muft therefore defire you will leave no Efforts, gentle or barfh, unattempted, to complete this, 
«« before you move from Fyzabad ; and J am very anxious that this fhould be as foon as poMible, 
“ as I want to employ your Regiment upon other emergent Service, now Juffering by every Delay.” 


XLVIII. 

That the Goods aforefaid were fent to Lucknow, and difpofed of in a Manner unknown; anc 
the harfh and oppreffive Meafures aforefaid being ftill continued, the Begum did, about the 
Middle of O&ober 1782, caufe to be reprefented to the faid Middleton as follows: “ That her 
«¢ Situation was truly pitiable; her Eiftate fequeftered; her Treafury ranfacked;, her Cojahs 
‘© Prifoners; and her Servants deferting daily from Want of Subfiftence. That the had fo- 
«© licited the Loan of Money, to fatisfy the Demands of the Company, from every Perfon that 
«© fhe imagined would or could affift her with any ; but that the Opulent would not liften to her 
‘¢ Adverfity.—She had hoped that the Wardrobe fent to Lucknow might have fold for at leaft 
«© One Half of the Company’s Demands on her; but even Jewellery and Goods, fhe finds from 
‘¢‘woeful Experience, lofe their Value the Moment it is known they come from her. That fhe 
‘¢ had now folicited the Loan of Cafh from Almas Ally Cawn, and if the failed in that Application, 
‘¢ fhe had no Hopes of ever borrowing aSum equal to the Demand.”——An Hope not likely to 
be realized, as the faid Almas Ali was then engaged for a Sum of Money to be ruiled tor the 
Company's Ufe on the Security of their confifcated Lands; the Reltoration of which could form 


the only apparent Security for a Loan. 
XLIX. That 
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XLIX. 

‘That this Remonftrance produced no Effect on the Mind of the aforefaid Refident; who being 
about this Time removed from his Refidency, did, in a Letter to his Succeffor Mr. Briftow, dated 
23d October 1782, in Effect recommend a Perfeverance in the cruel and oppreffive Reftraints 
aforefaid, as a certain Means of recovering the Remainder of the extorted Bond; and thar 
the Lands with which the Princeffes aforefaid had been endowed, fhould not be reftored to 
them. 


That the faid Warren Haftings was duly apprized of all the material Circumftances in the 
unjuft Proceedings aforefaid; but did nothing to ftop the Courfe they were in, or to prevent, 
relieve, or mitigate the Sufferings of the Parties affected by them; on the contrary, he did, in 
his Letter of the 25th of January 1782, to the Refident Middleton, declare, that the Nabob 
having confented to the ‘* Refumption of the Jaghires held by the Begums, and to the Confifca- 
*¢ tion of their Treafures, and thereby involved my own Name and the Credit of the Company 
“in a Participation of both Meaftres, I have a Right to require and infift on the complete Execu- 
‘© tion of them; and I look to you for their Execution, declaring, that I fhall hold you account- 
¢¢ able for it.” And it appears, that he did write to the Nabob a Letter in the fame peremptory 
Manner ; but the faid Letter has been fupprefied. 


LI. 

That he the faid Haftings further did manifeft the Concern he took in, and the Encouragement 
which he gave to the Proceedings aforefaid, by conferring Honours and Diftinétions upon the 
Minifters of the Nabob, whom he, the Nabob, did confider as having in the faid Proceedings 
difobeyed him and betrayed him, and as Inftruments in the Difhonour of his Family, and thé 
Ufurpation of his Authority.x—That the faid Minifters did make Addreffes to the faid Haftings 
for that Purpofe (which Addreffes the faid Haftings hath fuppreffed) ; and the Refident Middle- 
ton did, with his Letter of the rrth of February 1782, tranfmit the fame; and did, in the faid 
Letter, acquaint the faid Haftings, ‘* that the Minifters of the Nabob had incurred much Odium 
*© on account of their Participation in his Meafures, and that they were not only confidered by 
«¢ the Party of the difpoffeffed Jaghiredars, and the Mother and Uncle of the Nabob, but dy the 
© Nabob himfelf, as the Dependents of the Englifo Government, which they certainly are, and it is 
© by its declared and moft obvious Support alone that they can maintain the Authority and Influence 
‘© which is indifpenfably neceffary.”. And the faid Middleton did therefore recominend, <« that 
« they fhould be honoured with fome Teftimony of his (the faid Haitines’s) Apprubation and 
« Favour.” And he the faid Warren Haftings did fend Kellauts or Robes of Honour (the mott 
public and diftinguifhed Mode of acknowledging Merit known in India) to the faid Minitters, 
in Teftimony of his Approbation of their late Services. 


A“ 
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LIT. 

That the faid Haftings did not only give the aforefaid public Encouragement to the Minifters 
of the Nabob to betray and infult their Mafter and his Family, in the Manner aforefaid, but when 
the faid Nabob did write feveral Letters to him the faid Hattings, expreffive of his Diflike of 
being ufed as an Inftrument in the difhonourable Acts aforefaid, and refufing to be further con- 
cerned therein, he the faid Warren Haftings did not only fupprefs and hide the faid Letters from 
the View of the Court of Directors; but in his Inf{trudtions to the Refident Briftow, did attribute 
them to Hyder Beg Khan, Minifter to the Nabob (whom in other Refpects he did before and ever 
fince fupport againft his Mafter) and did exprefs himfelf with great Scorn and Contempt of the 
{aid Nabob, and with much Afperity againft the faid Minifters; affirming, in proud and infolent 
Terms, that he had, “ by an Abufe of his Influence over the Nabob, he, the Nabob himfelf, 
« being (as be ever muft be in the Hands of fome Perfon) a mere Cypher in bis (the faid Minifter’s ) 
‘© dared to make him (the Nabob) affume avery unbecoming Tone of Refufal, Reproach, and 
« Refentment, in Oppofition to Meafures recommended by ME, and even to és done by MY 
«© Authority ;” the faid Haftings, in the Inftruction aforefaid, particularizing the Refumption 
of the Jaghires, and the Confifcation of the Treafures that had been fo long fuffered to remain in 
the Hands of his (the Nabob’s) Mother. But the Letters of the Nabob, which in the faid In- 
ftructions he refers ta, as containing an Oppofition to the Meafures recommended by him, and 
which he afferts was conveyed in a very unbecoming Tone of Refufal, Reproach, and Refentment, 
he the faid Haftings hath criminally withheld from the Company, contrary to their Orders, and 
to his Duty; and the more, as the faid Letters muft tend to fhew in what Manner the faid Nabob 
did feel the Indignities offered to his Mother, and the Manner in which the fatd Minifters, not- 
withftanding their known Dependence on the Englifh Government, did exprefs their Senfe of the 
Part which their Sovereign was compelled to act in the faid difgraceful Meafures, And in further 
Inftructions to him the fcid new Refident, he did declare his Approbation.of the evil Adts afore- 
faid, as well as his Refolution of compelling the Nabob to thofe rigorous Proceeditigs againtt his 
Parent, from which he had long fhewn himfelf fo very averfe, in the following Words: “ The 
“© Severities whith have been encreafed towards the Begums were molt .juftly merited, by the 
« Advantage which they took of the Troubles in which I was perfonally involved Jaft Year, to 

‘* create 
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** create a Rebellion in the Nabob’s Government, and to complete the Ruin which they thought 
“© was impending on ours.” ‘If it is the Nabob’s Defire to forget and to forgive their paft 
“© Offences, I have no Cbjedtion to his allowing them, in Penfion, the nominal Amount of their 
“© Jaghiers; but if he fhall ever offer to reftore their Jaghiers co them, or to give them any 
‘¢ Property in Land, after the Warning which they have given him by the dangerous Abufe 
‘¢ which they formerly made of his Indulgence, you muft remonftrate in the ftrongeft Terms 
‘ againft it; you muff not permit fuch an Event to take Place, until this Government fhall have 
* received Information of it, and fhall have had Time to interpofe its Influence for the Pre- 
«< vention of it.” And the faid Warren Haftings, who did, in the Manner aforefaid, pofitively 
refufe to admit the Nabob to reftore to his Mother and Grandmother any Part of their landed 
Eftates for their Maintenance, did well know that the Revenues of the faid Nabob were at that 
Time fo far applied to the Demands of the Company (by him the faid Warren Haftings aggra- 
vated beyond the Whole of what they did produce) or were otherwife fo far applied to the 
Purpofes of feveral of the Servants of the Company and others, the Dependants of him the faid 
Haftings, that none of the Penfions or Allowances affigned by the faid Nabob, in lieu of the 
Eftates confifcated, were paid, or were likely to be difcharged with that Punctuality which was 
neceffary even to the f{canty Subfiftence of the Perfons, to which they were in Name and Appear- 
ance applied. For, 
LHI. 


That fo early asthe 6th March 1782, Captain Leonard Jaques, who commanded the Forces on 
Duty for the Purpofe of diftrefing the feveral Women in the Palaces at Fyzabad, did complain 
to the Refident, Richard Johnfon, in the following Words: «* The Women belonging to the 
‘© Khord Mohul (or leffer Palace) complain of their being in Want of every Neceffary of Life, 
‘¢ and are at laft driven to that Defperation, that they at Night get on the Top of the Zenanah, 
“¢ make a great Difturbance, and laft Night not only alarmed the Centinels pofted in the Garden, 
«¢ but threw dirt at them; they threaten to throw themfelves from the Walls of the Zenanah, 
© and alfo to break out of it. Humanity obliges me to acquaint you of this Matter, and to re- 
«© queft to know if you have any Directions to give me concerning it. I alfo beg Leave to ac- 
“© quaint you I fent for Letafit Ally Khan, the Coyah, who has the Charge of them, and who informs 
«. me itis well grounded, that they bave /old every Thing they had, even to the Cloaths from their 
“¢ Backs, and now bave no Means of fubfifting.” 


LIV. 

That the Diftreffes of the faid Women grew fo urgent on the Night of the faid 6th of March, 
the Day when the Letter above recited was written, that Captain Leonard Jaques aforefaid did 
think it neceffary to write again, on the Day following, to the Britifh Refident, in the following 
Words: ‘ I beg Leave to addrefs you again concerning the Women in the Khord Mohul, 
“© [the leffer Palace.] Their Behaviour laft Night was fo furious, that there feemed the greateft 
« Probability of their proceeding to the uttermoft Extremities, and that they would either throw 
« themfelves from the Walls, or force open the Doors of the Zenanab. 1 have made every Enquiry 
«© concerning the Caufe of their Complaints, and find from Lattafit Ally Khan, that they are ina 
“ farving Condition, having fold all their Cloaths and Neceffaries, and now have not wherewithal to 
se fupport Nature; and as my Inftructions are quite filent on this Head, I fhould be glad to know 
«« how to proceed in Cafe they were to force the Doors of the Zenanah, as I fufpect it will hap- 
« pen, fhould no Subfiftence be very quickly fent to them.” 


LV. 
That in Confequence of thefe Reprefentations, it appears that the faid Refident, Richard 
Johnfon, did promife, that an Application fhould be made to certain of the Servants of the Nabob 
Vizier, to provide for their Subfiftence. 


~ ff 


LVI. 

That Captain Jaques being relieved from the Duty of imprifoning the Women of Suja al 
Dowla, the late Sovereign of Qude, an Ally of the Company, who dwelt in the faid leffer Pa- 
lace, and Major Gilpin being appointed to fucceed, the fame malicious Defign of deftroying the 
faid Women, or the fame fcandalous Neglect of their Prefervation and Subfiftence, did ftill con- 
tinue; and Major Gilpin found it neceffary to apply to the new Refident Briftow, in a Letter of 
‘the 30th of October 1782, as follows : 


? 


LVII. 
« Sir, laft Night about 8 o’Clock the Women inthe Khord Mohul {leffer Palace] or Zenanah, 
« taal Apartment] under the Charge of Latafut Ally Khan, affembled on the Tops of the 
« Buildings, erying in a moft lamentable Manner for Food, that for the laft Four Days they bad got bus 
“ a very fcanty Allowance, and that Yefterday they bad got none. 


LVIII. 
<¢ The melancholy Cries of Famine are more eafily imagined than deferibed; and from their Repre- 
 fentatton, I fear the Nabob’s Agents for that Bufinefs are very inattentive; I therefore chink 
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“ it requifite to make you acquainted with the Circumftance, that his Excellency the Nabob 
*« may caufe his Agents to be more circumfpect in their Conduct towards thefe poor unhappy 
ss Women.” 


LIX. 

That, although the Refident Briftow did not then think himfelf authorized to remove the Guard, 
he did apply to the Minifter of the Nabob, who did promife fome Relief to the Women of the 
late Nabob, confined in the Leffer Palace; but apprehending, with Reafon, that the Minifter afore- 
faid might not be more ready or active in making the neceflary Provifion for them than on former 
Occafions, he did render himfelf perfonally refponfible to Major Gilpin for the Re-payment of 
any Sum equal to One thoufand Pounds Sterling, which he might hata for the Subfittence of 
the Sufferers. But whatever Relief was given (the Amount thereof not appearing) the fame was 
foon exhaufted ; and the Number of Perfons to be maintained in the faid Leffer Palace being 
Eight hundred Women, the Women of the late Sovereign, Sujah ul Dowla, and feveral of the 
younger Children of the faid Sovereign Prince, befides their Attendants, Major Gilpin was 
obliged, on the Fifteenth of November following, again to addrefs the Refident by a Reprefen- 
tation, of this Tenor: ‘ Sir, the repeated Cries of the Women in the Khord Mohul Zenanah 
‘¢ for Subfiftence has been truly melancholy. 


LX. 
« They beg moft piteoufly for Liberty, that they may earn their Daily Bread by laborious Servitude, 
“* or to be relieved from their Mifery by immediate Death. 


LXI. 
‘© In Confequence of their unhappy Situation, I have this Day taken the Liberty of drawing on 
« you in Favour of Ramnarian, at Ten Days Sight, for Twenty Son Kerah Rupees, Ten thou- 
« fand of which I have paid to Coyah Latafut Ally Cawn, under whofe Charge that Zena- 
‘© nah 1s.” 


LXII. 

That, notwithftanding all the Promifes and re-iterated Engagements of the Minifter Hyder 
Beg Khan, the Ladies of the Palace aforefaid fell again into extreme Diftrefs; and the Refident 
did again complain to the faid Minifter, who was confidered to be, and really and fubftancially 
was, the Minifter of the Governor General Warren Haftings aforefaid, and not of the Nabob (the 
faid Nabob being, according to the faid Haftings’s own Account, ‘a Cypher in his [the faid Mini- 
é¢ fter’s] Hands)” that the Funds allowed for their Subfiftence, were not applied to their Support. 
But notwithftanding all thefe repeated Complaints and Remonftrances, and the conftant Promife of 
Amendment on the Part of his, the faid Haftings’sMinifter, the Supply was not more plentiful or 
more regular than before, 


LXIII. 
’ ‘That the faid Refident Briftow, finding by Experience the Inefficacy of the Courfes which had 
been purfued with regard to the Mother and Grandmother of the reigning Prince of Oude; and, Major Gitpin's 
having received a Report from Major Gilpin, informing him, that all which could be done by apa 
Force, had been done; and that the only Hope which remained, for realizing the Remainder of one 
the Money unjuftly exacted as aforefaid, lay in more lenient Methods; he, the faid Refident, did, y,. Britow's 
of his own Authority, order the Removal of the Guard from the Palaces, the Troops being long Letter ad Dee! 
and much wanted for the Defente of the Frontier, and other material Services; and did Beate pom 
the faid Minifters of the faid Women of Rank, who had been confined and put in Irons, and va- _ 
rioufly diftreffed and perfecuted, as aforerecited, for near Twelve Months, 


LXIV. > 
That the Manner in which the faid inhuman Acts of Rapacity and Violence were felt, both by 
the Women of high Rank concerned, and by all the People, ftrongly appears in the Joy expreffed 
on their Releafe, which took Place on the sth of December 1782; and 1s ftated, in Two Letters of 
that Date from Major Gilpin to the Refident, in the Words following: 


LXV. 
« T have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 2d Inftant, and in confequence im- 
«¢ mediately enlarged the Prifoners Behar Ally Khan and Jewar Ally Khan, from their Confine- 
¢¢ .ment ; : Circumftance that gave the Begums, and the City of Fyzabad in general, the greateft 
‘¢ Satisfaction. , 


LXVI. 
“* In Tears of Joy Beharand Jewar Ally Khan expreffed their fincere Acknowledgments to the 
« Governor General, his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, and to you, Sir, for reftoring them to that 
«* invaluable Bleffing, Liberty, for which they would ever retain the moft grateful Remembrance ; 
‘¢ and at their Requeft I tranimit you the enclofed Letters, 
N° 4, D LXVII. «1 


Mr. Briftow's 
Letter, 12 Dec® 
17332. 
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LXVII. ; 
¢¢ I with yow had been prefent at the Enlargement of the Prifoners. The quivering Lips, with 
‘«¢ the Tears of Joy ftealing down the poor Men’s Cheeks, was aScene truly affecting. 


LXVIII. 
« If the Prayers of thefe a ae) Men will avail, you will, at the rast Trump! be tranflated to 
«« the happieft Regions in Heaven.” 


LXIX. 

And the Refident Briftow, knowing how acceptable the faid Proceeding would be to aff the 
People of Oude, and the neighbouring independent Countries, did generoufly and political 
(though nog truly) in his Letter to the Princefs Mother, attribute the faid Relief given to herfelt, 
and the Releafe of her Minifters, to the Humanity of the faid Warren Haftings, agreeably to 
whofe Orders he pretended to a; afferting, that he the faid Haftings ‘* was the Spring from 
«c whence the was reftored to her Dignity and Confequence.” And the Account of the Proceed- 
ings aforefaid were regularly tranfmitted to the faid Warren Haftings on the 3oth of December 
1782, with the Reafons and Motives thereto, and a Copy of the Report of the Officer ernie 
the Inutilicy of further Force, attended with fundry Documents concerning the famifhing an 
other Treatment of the Women and Children of the late Sovereign ; but the fame appear to have 
made no proper Impreffion on the Mind of the faid Warren Haftings ; for no Anfwer whatfoever 
was given to the faid Letter until the 3d of March 1783, when the faid Haftings, writing in his 
own Character and that of the Council, did entirely pafs by all the Circumftances before recited, 
but did give Direétions for the Renewal of Meafures of the like Nature and Tendency with thofe 
which (for feveral of the laft Months at leaft of the faid Proceeding) had been employed with fo 
little Advantage to the Intereft, and with fo much Injury to the Reputation of the Company, his 
Matters, in whofe Name he acted ; expreffing himfelf in the faid Letter of the 3d-of March 1783, 
as follows: “« We defire you will inform us what Means have been taken for recovering the Ba- 
s* lance [the pretended Balance of the extorted Money] due from the Begums [Princeffes] at 
«© Fyzabad; and, if neceflary, you mult recommend it to the Vizier ‘to enforce the moft eft@ual 
“© Means for that Purpofe.” And the Refident did, in his Anfwer to the Board dated 31ft March 
1783, on this peremptory Order, again detail-the Particulars aforefaid to the faid Warren Haft- 
ings, referring him to his former Correfpondence, ftating the utter Impoffibility of proceedin 
further by Force, and mentioning certain other difgraceful and oppreffive Circumftances ; a 
in particular, That the Company did not, in plundering the Mother of the reigning Prince of her 
Wearing Apparel and Beafts of Carriage, receive a Value in the leaft equal to the Lofs the fuf- 
fered; the Elephants having no Buyer but the Nabob, and the Cloaths, which had Jaft been deli- 
vered to Middleton ata Valuation of Thirty thoufand Pounds, were fo damaged by ill keeping, in 
Warehoufes, that they could not be fold, even for Six Months Credit, at much more than about 
Eight thoufand Pounds, by which a Lofs in a fingle Article was incurred of Twenty-two thoufand 
Pounds out of the Fifty, for the Recovery of which (fuppofing it had been a juft Debt) fuch 
rigorous Means had been employed, after having actually received upwards of Five hundred thou- 
fand Pounds, in Value to the Company ; and extorted much ovore, in Lofs to the fuffering Indi- 
viduals. And the faid Briftow being well acquainted with the unmerciful Temper of the faid. 
Haftings, in order to leave no Means untried to appeafe him, not contented with the Letter to the 
Governor General and Council, did on the fame Day write another Letter fo bim particularly, in 
which he did urge feveral Arguments, the Neceffity of ufing of which to the faid Haftings did 
reflect great Difhonour on this Nation, and on the Chriftian Religion therein profeffed ; viz. 
«« That he had experienced great Embarraffment in treating with her [the Mother of the reigning 
«« Prince] for, as the Mother of the Vizier, the People look up to her with Refpect ; and any hard 
‘t Meafures practifed againft Women of her high Rank, create Difcontent, and affect our National 
«© Character.” And the faid Refident, after condemning very unjuftly her Conduét, added, * Still 
«« fhe is the Mother of the Prince of the Country, and the religious Prejudices of Mu/ulmen pres 
<* vail too ftrongly in their Minds to forget her Situation.” 


LXX. 

' That the faid Warren Haftings did not make any Anfwer to the faid Letter. But the Mother 
of the Prince aforefaid, as well as the Mother of his Father, being, in confequence of his the 
faid Haftings’s Directions, inceffantly and rudely preffed by their Defcendant, in the Name of 
the Company, to pay to the laft Farthing of the Demand, they did both pofitively refufe té pay 
any Part of the pretended Balances aforefaid, until their Landed Eftates were reftored to them ; 
on the Security of which alone, they alledged themfelves to be in a Condition to borrow any 
Money, or eyea to provide for the Subfiftence of themfelves and their numerous Dependants. 
And, in order to put fome End to thefe Differences, the Vizier did himfelf, about the beginning 
of Auguft 1783, go to Fyzabad, and did hold divers Conferences with his Parents, and did 
confent and engage to reftore to them their Landed Eftates aforefaid ; and did iffue an Order 
that they fhould be reftored accordingly: But his Minifter aforefaid, having before his Eyes the 
peremptory Orders of him the faid Warren Haftings, did perfuade his Matter to difhonour him- 
lelf, in breaking his Faith and: Engagement with his Mother and the Mother of his F ache, Dy 
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firt evading the Execution, and afterwards totally revoking his faid public and folemn Ad, on 
Pretence that he had agreed to the Grant “ from Shame, being in their Prefence [the Prefence of 
<¢ his Mother and Grandmother] and that it was unavoidable at the Time ;”—«the faid Miniftet 
declaring to him, that ic would be fufficient if he allowed them ‘* Money for their mecefery Ex- 
‘© pences, and that would be doing enough.” 


LXXI. 

That the Faith given for the Reftoration of their Landed Eftates being thus violated, and the 
Money for neceffary Expences being as ill fupplied as before, the Women and Children of the 
late Sovereign, Father of the reigning Prince, continued expofed to frequent Want of the com- 
mon Neceffaries of Life; and, being forely prefled by Famine, they were compelled to break 
through all the Principles of local Decorum and Referve, which conftitute the Dignity of the 
Femake Sex in that Part of the World, and after great Clamour and violent Attempts, for One 
whole Day, to break the Inclofure of the Palace, and to force their Way into the public Marker, 
in order to move the Compaffion of the People, and to beg their Bread; and they did, on the 
next Day, actually proceed to the Extremity of expofing themfelves to public Viewm-an Extre- 
mity, implying the loweft State of Difgrace and Degradation; to avoid which, many Women 
in India have laid violent Hands upon themfelves—and they did proceed to the public Market 
Place, with the ftarving Children of the late Sovereign, and the Brothers and Sifters of the 
reigning Prince!——A minute Account of the Tranfaction aforefaid was written to the Britifh 
Refident at Lucknow, by the Perfon appointed to convey Intelligence to him from Fyzabad, in 
the following Particulars, highly difgraceful to the Honour, Juftice, and Humanity ofthis 


, Nation: 


LXXII. 

«¢ The Ladies, their Attendants, and Servants, were {till as clamorous as laft Night. Letafut, 
the Daroga, went to them, and remonftrated with them on the Impropriety of their Condu&, 
at the fame Time affuring them, that in a few Days all their Allowances would be paid; and, 
fhould not that be the Cafe, he would advance them Ten Days Subfiftence, upon Condition 
‘* chat they returned to their Habitation. None of them, however, confented to his Propofals ; 
but were ftill intent upon making their Efcape through the Bazar (Market Place) and in 
confequence formed themfelves into a Line, and arranging themfelves in the following Orders 
The Children in the Front; behind them the Ladies of the Seraglio; and behind them again 
their Attendants: But their Intentions were fruftrated by the Oppofition which they met from 
Letafut’s Sepoys. 
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LXXIII. 
The next Day Letafut went Twice to the Women, and ufed his Endeavours to make. 
them return into the Zenanah, promifing to advance them 10,0:0 Rupees; which, upon 
the Money being paid down, they agreed to comply with. but Night coming on, nothing 
tranfpired. 
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LXXIV. 
«* On the Day following, their Clamours were more violent than ufual. Letafut went to con- 
fer with them upon the Bufinefs of Yefterday, offering the fame Terms. Depending upon 
the Fidelity of his Promifes, they confented to return to their Apartments; which they ac- 
cordingly did, except Two or Three of the Ladies, and moft of their Attendants. Letafut 
then went to Hofimund Ally Cawn, to confult with him upon what Means they fhould take. 
‘¢ They came to a Refolution of driving them in by Force; and gave Orders to their Sepoys, to 
«¢ beat any one of the Women who fhould attempt to move forward. The Sepoys confequently 
«¢ affembled ; and, each on being provided with a Bludgeon, they drove them by Dint of Beat- 
‘‘ ing into the Zenanah. The Women, feeing the Treachery of Letafut, proceeded to throw 
«¢ Stones and Bricks at the Sepoys, and again attempted to get out; but finding that impof- 
“ fible, from the Gates being fhut, they kept up a continual Difcharge of Stones and 
‘* Bricks till about Ten; when, finding their Situation defperate, they retired into the 
«Kung Mohul, and forced their Way from thence into the Palace, and difperfed them- 
“¢ felves about the Houfe and Garden; after this they were defirous of getting into the Be- 
‘© gum’s Apartment, but the being apprized of their Intention, ordered her Doors to be fhut. In 
‘¢ the mean Time, Letafur and Hufhmund Ally Cawn pofted Sentries to fecure the Gates of 
« the Jeffer Mahal. During the Whole of this Confli€, all the Ladies and Women remained 
“< expofed to the View of the Sepoys. The Begum then fent for Letafut and Hufhmund Ally 
«© Cawn, whom fhe feverely reprimanded, and infifted upon knowing the Caufes of this infamous 
‘© Behaviour. They pleaded in their Defence the Impoffibility of helping it, as the Treatment 
“© the Women had met with had been conformable to his Excellency the Vizier’s Orders. The 
‘© Begum alledged, that even acmitting that the Nabob had given thofe Orders, they were by no 
** Means authorized in this Manner to difgrace the Family of Shuja Dowla; and fhould they 
‘* not receive their Allowance for a Day or Two, it could be of no great Moment: What was 
‘ pafied was now at an End, but that the Vizier fhould certainly be acquainted with the bil scoes 
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« of the Affair, and that whatever he defired the fhould implicicly comply with. The Begum 
“* then fent for Five of the Children who were wounded in the Affray of laft Night, and after en- 
‘* deavouring to footh them, fhe fent again for Latafut and Hufhmund Ally Cawn, and in the 
‘ Prefence of the Children expreffed her Difapprobation of their Conduét, and the Improbability 
“© of Afuf ul Dowla’s fuffering the Ladies and Children of Shuja Dowla to be difgraced by being 
‘ expofed to the View of the Rabble. Upon which Latafut produced the Letter from the Nabob, 
€ at the fame Time reprefenting that he was amenable only to the Orders of his Excellency, and 
* that whatever he ordered it was his Duty to obey ; and that had the Ladies thought proper co 
** have retired into their Apartments quiethy, he would not have ufed the Means he had taken to 
** compel them. The Begum again obferved, that what had happened was now over. She then 
‘ gave the Children 400 Rupees, and difmiffed them, and fent Word by Jumrud and the other 
«* Eunuchs, that if the Ladies would peaceably retire to their Apartments, Latafut would fupply 
‘« them with 3 or 4,000 Rupees for their perfonal Expences, and recommended to them not to 
«¢ incur any further Difgrace, and that if they did not think proper to act agreeable to her Di- 
‘* retions, they would do wrong. The Ladies followed her Advice, and about Ten at Night 
«© went back into the Zenanah. The next Morning the Begum waited upon the Mother of Shuja 
‘© Dowla, and related to her all the Circumftances of the Difturbances. The Mother of Shuja 
"* Dowla returned for Anfwer, that after there being no Accounts kept of Crores of Revenues, 
© fhe was not furprized that the Family of Shuja Dowla, in their Endeavours to procure a Sub- 
“© fiftence, fhould be obliged to expofc themfelves to the meaneft of the People. After bewailing 
- ad Misfortunes, and fhedding many Tears, the Begum took her Leave, and returned 
«¢ Home.” 

That the faid affecting Narrative, being fent, with others of the fame Nature, on the-2gth of 
January 1784, to the faid Warren Haftings, he did not order any Relief in confequence thereof, 
or take any fort of Notice whatfoever of the faid Intelligence. 


LXXV. 

That the Court of Direétors did exprefs ftrong Doubts of the Propriety of feizing the Eftates 
aforefaid, and did declare to him the faid Haftings, «« that the only Confolation they felt on the 
“ Occafion is, that the Amount of thofe Jaghires for which the Company were Guarantees, is to be 
“© paid through oar Refident at the Court of the Vizier ; and it very materially concerns the Credit of 
“‘ your Governor, on no Account to fuffer fuch Payments to be evaded.” But the faid Warren 
Haftings did never make the Arrangement fuppofed in the faid Letter to be actually made, nor 
oe he caufe the Refident to pay them the Amount of their Jaghires, or to make any Payment to 
them. 

And the faid Haftings being exprefsly ordered by the Court of Direétors to reftore to them their 
Eftates, in cafe the Charges made upon them fhould not be found true; he, the faid Haftings, 
did contumacioufly and cruelly decline any Compliance with the faid Orders, until his Journey to 
Lucknow, in when he did, as he fays, ‘* conformably to the Orders of the 
“<* Court of Directors, and more to the Inclination of the Nabob Vizier, reftore to them their 
«© Jaghires, buc with the Defalcatien, according to his own Account, of a Jarge Portion of 
“their refpective Shares;’’ pretending, without the leaft Probability, that the faid Defalcation 
was a ‘* voluntary Conceffion on their Part.” But what he has left to them for their Support, or 
in what Proportion to that which he has taken away, he has no where ftated to the Court of Di- 
rectors, whofe Faith he has broken, and whofe Orders he has thus eluded, whilft he pretended to 
yield fome Obedience to them. 
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LXXVI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings having made a malicious, loofe, and ill fupported Charge, backed 
by certain unfatisfactory Affidavits, as a Ground for his feizing on the Jaghires and the Treafures 
of the Vizier’s Mother, folemnly guaranteed to them; the Court of Directors did, in their Let- 
ter of the 14th of February 1783, exprefs themfelves as follows concerning that Meafure ;—-~ 
«¢ which the Governor General (he the id Warren Flaftings) in his Letter to your Board the 
«¢ 3d of January 1782, has declared be frrenuoufly encouraged and fupported ; we hope and truft for 
«¢ the Honour of the Britifh Nation, that che Meafure appeared fully juftified in the Eyes of all 
s¢ Flindoftan. The Governor General has informed us, that it can be well attefted that the 
‘© Begums (the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob aforefaid) principally excited and fup- 
‘¢ ported the late Commotions; and that they carried their Invcteracy to the Englifh Nation fo 
°¢ far, as to aim at our utter Extirpation,” And the Court of Directors did further declare as fol- 
lows :—‘* That it no where appears from the Papers at prefent in our Poffeffion, that they 
«¢ (the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob of Oude) excited any Commotions previous to the 
‘¢ Imprifonment of Rajah Cheit Sing, and only armed themfelves in confequence of that Tranf- 
‘«¢ action; and as it is probable, that fuch a Conduét proceeded from Motives of Self Defence, 
‘© under an Apprehenfion that they themfelves might likewife be laid under unwarrantable Con- 
« tributions.” —And the faid Court of Direétors, in giving their Orders for the Reftoration of 
the Jaghires, or for the Payment of an Equivalent through the Refident, did give this Order for 
the Reftoration of their Eftates as aforefaid, on Condition that it fhould appear from Enquiry, 
that they were not guilty of the Practices charged upon them by the faid Haftings. a 
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Stables, One of the Council General, did, in Exegution of the faid conditional Order, propofe ati 
Enquiry, leading to the Afcertainment of the Condition, and did enter a Minute as follows: 
‘¢ That the Cours of Directors, by their Letters of the 14th of February 1783, feem not to be 
_ © fatisfied that the DifaffeCtion of the Begums to this Government is fufficiently proved by the 
«© Fividence before them; I therefore think, that the late and prefent Refident, and Command- 
‘© ing Officer in the Vizier’s Country at the Time, fhould be called on to collect what further 
‘© Information they can on this Subject in which the Honour and Dignity of this Government 
“is fo materially concerned ; and that fuch Information may be tranfinitted to the Court of Di- 
« rectors.” And he did further propofe Heads and Modes of Enquiry, fuitable to the Doubts 
expreffed by the Court of Directors. But the faid Warren Haftings, who ought long before, on 
Principles of natural Juftice, to have inftituted a diligent Enquiry in Support of his fo im- 
probable a Charge, and was bound, even for his own Honour, as well as for the Satisfaction of the 
Court of Directors, to take a ftrong Part in the faid Enquiry, did fet himfelf in Oppofition to 
the fame, and did carry with him a Majority of Council againft the faid Enquiry into the Juf- 
tice of the Caufe, or any Propofition for the Relief of the Sufferers, afferting, that the 
«¢ Reafons of the Court of Directors, if tranfmitted with the Orders for the Enquiry, will prove 
‘© in effect an Order for collecting Evidence to the Fuftification and Acquittal of the Begums, and not 
© for the Inveftigation of the Truth of the Charges which have been preferred againft them.” That 
Mr. Stables did not propofe, (asin the faid Haftings’s Minute is groundlefslv fuppofed) that the 
Reafons of the Court of Directors fhould be tran{mitted with the Orders for an Enquiry. But the 
Apprehenfion of the faid Warren Haftings, of the probable Refult of the Enquiry propofed, did 
ftrongly indicate his Senfe of his own Guilt, and the Innocence of the Parties accufed by him; 
and if, by his Conftruétion, Mr. Stables*s Minute did indicate an Enquiry merely for the Jutti- 
fication of the Parties by him accufed, (which Conftruétion the Motion did not bear) it was no 
more than what the obvious Rules of Juftice would well fupport; his own Proceedings having 
been ex parte; he having employed Sir Elijah Impey to take Affidavits againft the Women of 
h gh Rank aforefaid, not only without any Enquiry made on their Part, but without any Com- 
munication to them, of his Practice and Proceeding againft them; and Equity did at leaft re- 

uire that they, with his own Knowledge, and by the Subordinates of his own Government, 
thould be allowed a pubiic Enquiry to acquit themfelves of the heavy Offences with which they 
had been by him clandeftinely charged. 


LXXVII. 

That he the faid Haftings, in order to effectually ftifle the faid Enquiry, did enter on Record 
a further Minute, afferting, that the faid Enquiry would be productive « of Evils greater than 
«© any which exift in the Confequences which have already taken Place, and which Time bas almoft 
«: obliterated,” as alfo the following—« If I am rightly informed, the Nabob Vizier and the 
‘¢ Be yums are on Terms of mutual Good-Will. It would ill become this Government to inter- 
© pofe its I..fluence, by any Act which might tend to revive their Animofities, and a very flight 
“€ Occafion would be fufficient to effect it. They will inftantly take Fire on fuch a Declaration, 
proclaim the Judgment of the Company in their Favour, demand a Reparation of the Acts, 
which they will conftrue Wrongs, with fuch a Sentence warranting that Conftruétion, and either 
accept the Invitation, to the proclaimed Scandal of the Nabol Vizier, which will not add to 
the Credit of our Government ; or remain in his Dominions, but not under his Authority, to add 
to his Vexations, and the Diforders of the Country, by continual Intrigues and Seditions. 
Enough already exifts to affect his Peace and the Quiet of his People. If we cannot heal, let 
us not inflame the Wounds which bave been inflitted.-- -** If the Begums think themfelves 
agerieved to fuch a Degree as to juftify them in an Appeal to a Foreign furifdiftion ; to appeal 
to it againft a Man ftanding in the Relation of Son and Grandfon to them; to appeal to the 
Fuftice of thofe who have been the Abettors and Inftruments of their imputed Wrongs ; \et us at leaft 
permit them to be the Judges of their own Feelings, and prefer their Complaints, before we 
offer to redrefs them. They will not need to be prompted. I hope I fhall not depart from 
the Simplicity of Official Language, in faying, the Majefty of Juftice ought to be approached 
with Solicitation, not defcend to provoke or invite it, much lefs to debafe itfelf by the Sug- 
“© geftion of Wrongs, and the Promife of Redrefs, with the Denunciation of Punifhments before 
<¢ Trial, and even before Accufation.”’ 
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LXXVIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in attempting to pafs an Act of Indemnity for his own Crimes, 
and of Oblivion for the Sufferings of others, fuppofing the latter almof? obliterated by Time, did 
not only mock and infult over the Sufferings of the Allies of the ee 4 but did fhew an in- 
decent Contempt of the Underftandings of the Court of Directors ; becaufe his violent Attempts 
on the Property and Liberty of the Mother and Grandmother of the Ally aforefaid, had not their 
firft{ Commencement much above Two Years before that Time, and had been continued, without 
Abatement or Relaxation on his Part, to the very Time of his Minute : The Nabob having, by 
the Inftigation of his the faid Haftings’s Inftrument Hyder Beg Khan, not Two Months before 
the Date of the Confultation, been obliged a Second Time to break his Faith with relation to 
the Eftates of his Mother, in the Manner a recited, And the faid Haftings did an 
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and could not conceive that the clearing the Mother could revive any Animofity between her and 
her Son, by whom fhe never had been accyfed. The faid Haftings was alfo fenfible, chat the 
Reftoration of her landed Eftates, recommended by the Court of Directors, could not produce 
any ill Effeét on the Mind of the faid Son, as it was « with almoft unconquerable Reluctance 
«¢ he had been perfuaded to deprive her of them.” And at the Time of his fubmitting to be« 
come an Inftrument in this Injuftice, did “ declare” both to the Refident and his Minifters, 
se that it was an Act of Compulfion.” 


LXXIX. 

That the faid Haftings further, by infinuating thar the Women in queftion would aét amifs in 
appealing to a foreign Furi/diftion againit a Som and Grandfon, could not forget that he himfelf, 
being that foreign Turliaidtion (if any Jurifdicion there was) did himfelf direct and order the 
Injuries; did himfelf urge the Calumnies; and did himfelf caufe to be taken and produced the 
unfatisfactory Evidence, by which the Women in queftion had fuffered; and that it was againit 
him the faid Haftings, and not againft their Son, that they had Reafon to appeal. But the Truth 
is, that the Enquiry was moved for by Mr. Stables, not on the Prayer or Appeal of the Suf- 
ferers, but upon the ill Impreffion which the faid Haftings’s own Conduct, merely and folely on 
his own State of it, and on his own Evidence in fupport of it, had made on the Court of Di- 
rectors, who were his lawful Mafters, and not Suitors in his Court. And his arrogating to him- 
felf and his Colleagues to be a Tribunal, and a Tribunal, not for the Purpofe of doing Juftice, 
but of refufing Enquiry, was an high Offence and Mifdemeanor (particularly as the due Obe- 
dience to the Company’s Orders was eluded on the infolent Pretence, That the Majefty of 
« Juftice ought to be approached with Solicitation, and that it would debafe icfelf by the Sug- 
ee geftion of Wrongs, and the Promife of Redrefs,”) in a Governor, whofe Bufinefs it 1s, even 
of himfelf and unfolicited, not only to promife, but to afford Redrefs to all thofe who fhould 
fuffer under the Power of the Company, even if their Ignorance, or Want of Protection, or the 
Imbecility of their Sex, or the Fear of trritating Perfons tn Rank and Station, fhould prevent 
them from feeking it by formal Solicitation. 


LXXX. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, at the Time when he pretended Ignorance of all Solicitation 
for Juftice on the Part of the Women aforefaid, and on that Pretence did refufe the Enquiry 
moved by his Colleague Mr. Stables, had in all Probability received from the Refident Middleton, 
or if he had made the flighteft Enquiry from the faid Middleton, then at Calcutta, might imme- 
diately receive an Account, that they did aftually folicit the {aid Refident, through Major Gilpin, 
for Redrefs againft his the faid Haftings’s calumnious Accufation, and the falfe Teftimony by 
which it was fupported ; and did fend the faid Complaint to the Refident Middleton, by the faid 
Gilpin, to be tranfmitted to him the faid Haftings and the Council, fo early as the rgth of Oc- 
tober 1732; and that fhe, the Mother of the Nabob, did afterwards fend the fame to the Reftdent 
Briftow, afferting their Innocence, and accompanying the fame with the Copies of Letters (she 
Originals of which they afferted were in their Hands) from the chief Witneffes againft them, 
Hannay and Gordon, which Letters did directly overturn the Charges or Infinuations in the 
Affidavits made by them ; and that inftead of any Accufation of an Attempt upon them and their 
Patties, by the Inftigation of the Mother of the Nabob, or by her Minifters, they the faid 
Hannay and Gordon did attribute their Prefervation to them, and to their Services; and did, 
with ftrong Expreffions of Gratitude both to the Mother of the Nabob and to her Minifters, 
fully acknowledge the fame. Which Remonftrance of the Mother of the Nabob, and the Let- 
ters of the faid Hannay and Gordon, are annexed to this Charge; and the faid Haflings is highly 
criminal for not having examined into the Facts alledged in the faid Remonftrance. 


LXXXJ. 

That the violent Proceedings of the faid Warren Haftings did tend to imprefs all the neigh- 
bouring Princes, fome of whom were allied in Blood to the oppreffed Women of Rank aforefaid, 
with an ill Opinion of the Faith, Honour, and Decency of the Britifh Nation; and accordingly, 
on the Journey aforefaid, made by the Nabob from Lucknow to Fyzabad, in which the {aid 
Nabob did reftore, in the Manner before-mentioned, the confifcated Eftates of his Mother and 
Grandmother, and did afterwards revoke his faid Grant, it appears that the faid Journey did 
caufe a general Alarm (the worft Motives obtaining the moft eafy Credir with Regard to any 
future Proceeding, on Account of the foregone Acts) and excited great Indignation among the 
ruling Perfons of the adjacent Country; infomuch that Major Brown, Agent to the faid Warren 
Haftings at the Court of the King Shaw Allum at Delhi, did write a Remontflrance therein to Mr. 
Briftow, Refident at Oude, as follows :—«« The Evening of the 7th, at a Conference I had with 
‘© Mirza Shaffee Cawn, he introduced a Subject refpecting the Nabob Vizier, which, however it 
« may be difagreeable for you to know, and conftquently for me to communicate, T am under 
‘© a Neceffity of laying before you. He told me had received Information from Lucknow, that, 
t by the Advice of Hyder Beg Cawn, the Vizier had determined to bring his Grandmother, the 
™ Widow of Sufdar Jung, from Fyzabad to Lucknow, with a View of getting a further Sum of 
‘© Money from her, by feizing on her Eunuchs, digging up the Apartments of her Houfe at 
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s¢ Fyzabad, and putting her own Perfon under Reftraint. This, he faid he knew, was not an Act of 
«© our Government, but the mere Advice of Hyder Beg Cawn, to which the Vizier had been 
«* induced to attend. He added, that the Old Begum had refolved rather to put herfelf to Death 
«© than fubmit to the Difgrace intended to be put upon her; that if {uch a Circumftance fhould 
sc happen, there is not ¢ Man in Hindoftan who will attribute the Att to the Vizier | Nabob of Oude} 
«< but every one will fix the Odium on the Englifo, who might eafily, by the Influence they fo largely 
<¢ exercise in their own Concerns there, have prevented fuch unnatural Conduct in the Vizier. He 
‘© therefore called upon me, as the Englifh Reprefentative in this Quarter, to inform you of this, 
«© that you may prevent a Step, which will deftroy all Confidence in the Englifh Nation 
«© throughout Hindoftan, and excite the bittereft Refentment in all thofe, who by Blood are 
«¢ connected with the Houfe of Sufdar Jung.” He concluded by faying, ‘‘that if the Vizier fo 
e¢ little regarded his Family and perfonal Honour, or his natural Duty, as to wifh to difgrace 
«* his Father’s Mother for a Sum of Money, let him plunder her of all fhe has, but let him fend 
‘¢ her fafe up to Delhi, or Agra, and, poor as I am, [| will furnifh Subfiftence for her, which fhe 
«© fhall poffefs with Safety and Honour, though it cannot be adequate to her Rank.—This, 
«¢ Sir, is a moft exact Detail of the Converfation (as far as related to that Affair) on the Part of 
*¢ Mirza Shuffee Cawn. On my Part I could only fay, that I imagined the Affair was mifrepre- 
« fented, and that I fhould write as he requefted. Let me therefore requeft that you will en- 
«« able me to anfwer, in a more effectual Manner, any further Queftions on this Subject, 


LXXXII. 

«¢ As Mirza Shuffee’s Grandfather was Brother to Sufdar Jung, there can be no Doubt of 
*¢ what his Declaration means, and if this Meafure of difmiffing the Old Begum, fhould be 
‘¢ perfifted in, I fhould not, from the State of Affairs and the Character of the Amir ul Omrah, 
‘¢ be furprized at fome immediate and violent Refolution being adopted by him.” 


LXXXIII. 

That Mirza Shaffee, mentioned in this Correfpondence (who has fince been murdered) was of 
near Kindred to the Lady in queftion (Grandmother to the Nabob) was refident in a Province 
immediately adjoining to the Province of Oude, and from Proximity of Situation and Nearnefs 
of Connection, was likely to have any Intelligence concerning his Female Relations from the 
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That the Refident Briftow, on receiving this Letter, did apply to the faid Hyder Beg Cawn 
for an Explanation of the Nabob’s Intentions, who dented that the Nabob intended more than a 
Vifit of Duty and Ceremony ; which, whatever his Difpofitions might have been, and probably 
were, towards his own Mother, was not altogether probable, as it was well known that he was 
on very bad Terms with the Mother of his Father; and it appears, that Intentions of a fimilar 
Nature had been before manifefted, even with regard to his own Mother, and therefore obtained 
the more eafy Credit concerning the other Woman of high Rank aforefaid, efpecially as the evil, 
Defigns of the faid Hyder Beg were abundantly known ; and that the faid Haftings, upon whom 
he did wholly depend, continued to recommend ‘ the moft effectual, that, is the moft violent 
«¢ Means for the Recovery of the {mall Remains of his extorted Demand.” But although it does 
not appear that the Refident did give Credit to the faid Report, yet the Effect of the fame on the 
Minds of the neighbouring Princes, did make it proper and neceffary to direct a ftri€t Enquiry into 
the fame, which was not done; and it does not appear that any further Enquiry was made into 
the true Motives for this projected Journey to Fyzabad, .nor into the Proceedings of Hyder Beg 
Cawn, although the faid Warren Haftings well knew, that all the Acts of the Nabob and his prin- 
cipal Minifters, were conftantly attributed to him, and that it was known that fecret Agents, as 
well as the Company’s regular Agent, were employed by him at Lucknow and other Places. 


LXXXV. 

That the faid Haftings, who did, on Pretence of the Majefty of Juftice, refufe to enquire into 
the Charges made upon the female Parents of the Nabob of Oude, in Juftification of the Violence 
offered to them, did voluntarily and of his own Accord make himfelf an Accufer of the Refident 
Middleton, for the Want of a literal Execution of his Orders, in the Plans of Extortion and Ra- 
pine aforefaid, the criminal Nature, Spirit, and Tendency of the faid Proceedings, for the defective 
Execution of which he brought the faid Charge, appearing in the Defence or Apology made by 
Mr, Middleton the Refident, for his temporary and fhort Forbearances. 


LXXXVI. 

¢ Tt could not, I flatter myfelf, be termed a long or unwarrantable Delay (Two Days) when 

« the Importance of the Bufinefs, and the peculiar Embarraffments attending the Profecution of 
¢ it to its defired End, are confidered. The Nabob was Son to the Begum, whom we were to 
“© proceed againft ; a Son againft a Mother muft at leaft fave Appearances in bis Mode of Proceed- 
<< ing.—The Produce of his Negociation was to be received by the Company. Receiving a Be- 
“¢ nefit, accompanying the Nabob, withdrawing their Protection, were Circumftances fufficient to 
‘ mark the Exglib as the principal Movers in this Bujfinefs, Ata Court where no Opportunity is 
* loft 
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‘ loft to throw Odium on us, fo favourable an Occafion was not miffed to perfuade the Nabob 
‘ that we inftigated him to difhonour his Family for our Benefit. The Impreffions made by thefe 
. a aan conftantly retarded the Progrefs, and more than once actually broke off the Bufi- 
“ nefs; which rendered the utmoft Caution on my Part neceffary, efpecially as I had no Affiftance 
** to expect from the Minifters who could not openly move in the Bufinefs. In the Eaft, it is 
¢ well known, that no Man, either by himfelf or his Troops, can enter the Walls of a Zenana, 
*¢ fcarcely in the Cafe of acting againft an open Enemy, much lefs of an Ally ;—an Ally acting againft 
“ bis own Mother, The outer Walls, and the Begum’s Agents, were all that were liable to im- 
«< mediate Attack ; they were dealt with, and fuccefsfully, as the Event proved.”—He had before 
obferved to Mr. Hattings, in his Correfpondence, what Mr. Haftings well knew tobe true, « that 
‘no farther Rigour than that he had exerted, could be ufed againft Females in that Country ; 
‘“¢ where Force could be employed, it was not fpared.=-That the Place of Concealment was only 
« known to the chief Eunuchs, who could not be drawn out of the Women’s Apartments, where 
*« they had taken Refuge, and from which, if an Attempt had been made to ftorm them, they 
‘© might efcape ; and the Secret of the Money being known only to them, it was neceffary to get 
their Perfons into his Hands, which could be obtained by Negociation only.”—The Refident 
concluded his Defence by declaring his ** Hope, that if the rain Object of his Orders was ful- 
‘© filled, he fhould be no longer held criminal for a Deviation from the precife Letter of them.” 


LXXXVII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did enter a Reply to this Anfwer, in fupport of his criminal 
Charge, continuing to infift, «© That his Orders ought to have been literally obeyed,” although 
he did not deny that the above Difficulties occurred, and the above Cogfequences muft have been 
the Refult; and though the Reports of the Military Officers, charged with the Execution of his 
Commiffion, confirmed the moral Impoffibilty, as well as Inutility in point of Profit, of forcing 
a Son to greater Violence and Rigour againft his Mother. 


og 


LXXXVIII. 

That the faid Haftings, after all the Acts aforefaid, did prefume to declare on Record, in his 
Minute of the 23d September 1783, ‘© That whatever may happen of the Events which he dreads 
« in the Train of Affairs now fubfifting, he fhall at leaft receive this Confolation under them, that 
« he ufed his utmoft Exertions to prevent them; and that in the Annals of the Nations of India 
«© which have been fubjected to the Britifh Dominions, HE jhall not be remembered among their 
“ Oppreffors.” And, fpeaking of certain alledged Indignities offered to the Nabob of Oude, and 
certain alledged Sufpicions of his Authority, with Regard to the Management of his Houfhold, he 
the faid Haftings did, in the faid Minute, endeavour to excite the Spirit of the Britifh Nation, fe- 
verely animadverting on fuch Offences, making ufe of the following Terms: “ If there be a 
«¢ Spark of generous Virtue in the Breafts of any of my Countrymen, who fhall be the Readers of 
‘¢ this Compilation, this Letter {a Letter of Complaint from the Nabob] fhall ftand for an Inftru- 
«© ment to awaken it to the Call of Vengeance againft fo Aagitious an Abufe of Authority, and Re- 
«¢ proach to the Britifh Name.” 


From 
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From ber Excellency the Bhow Begum to Mr. Briftow, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


T HERE is no Neceffity to write to you by way of Information. A Detail of my Sufferings 
from common Report, and the Intelligence of thofe who are about you, the Account of them 
wil] have reached your Ears; I will here relate a Part of them. 

After the Death of Suja Dowla, moft of his ungrateful Servants were conftantly labouring to 
gratify their Enmity; but finding, from the firm and fincere Friendfhip which fubfifted between 
me and the Englifh, that the Accomplifhment of their Purpofes was fruftrated, they formed the 
Defign of occafioning a Breach in that Alliance, to infure their own Succefs. I muft acquaint you, 
that my Son Afuf ul Dowla had formerly threatened to feize my Jaghire; but upon producing the 
Treaty figned by you, and fhewing it to Mr. Middleton, he interfered, and prevented the im- 
pending Evil.—The Confpiration now framed an Accufation againft me, of a Conduct which I 
never had conceived even in Idea, of rendering Affiftance to Rajah Cheit Sing. The Particulars 
are as follow:—My Son Afof ul Dowla and his Minifters, with Troops and a Train of Artil- 
Jery, accompanied by Mr. Middleton, on the 16th of the Month of Mohurum, arrived at Fyza- 
bad, and made a Demand of a Crore of Rupees. As my Inability to pay fo vaft a Sum was mani- 
feft, 1 produced the Treaty you figned and gave me; but to no Effect, their Hearts were deter- 
mined upon Violence. I offered my Son Afuf ul Dowla, whofe Will is dearer to me than all 
my Kiches, or even Life itfclf, whatever Money and Goods I was poffeffed of ; but an amicable 
Adjuftinent feemed not worth accepting; he demanded the delivering up the Fort, and the Re- 
call of the Troops that were ftationed for the preferving the Peace of the City. ‘To me, Tumult 
and Difcord appeared unnecefflary. I gave up thefe Points, upon which they feized my head 
Funuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn and Behar Ally Cawn, and fent them to Mr. Middleton, after having 
obliged them to fign a Bond for Sixty Lacks of Rupees: They were thrown into Prifon with Fet- 
ters about their Feet, and denied Food and Water. J, who had never even inmy Dreams experi- 
enced fuch an Oppreffion, gave up all I had, to preferve my Honour and Dignity: But this 
would not fatisfy their Demands ; they charged me with a Rupee and a Efalf Batta upon each 
Mohur, and on this Account laid Claims upon me to the Amount of Six Lacks fome Thoufand 
Rupees, and fent Major Gilpin to exact the Payment. Major Gilpin, according to Orders, at 
firft was importunate; but being a Man of Experience, and of a benevolent Difpofition, when he 
was convinced of my Want cf Means, he changed his Conduct, and was willing to apply to the 
Shroffs and Bankers to lend me the Money. But with the Lofs of my Jaghires, my Credit was 
funk, I could not raife the Sum; at laft, feeling my helplefs Situation, I collected my Wardrobe 
and Furniture, to the Amount of about Three Lacks of Rupees, befides Fifty thoufand Rupees 
which I borrowed from one Place or other, and {ent Major Gilpin with it to Lucknow. My Suf- 
ferings did not terminate here. The Difturbances of Colonel Hannay and Mr. Gordon were 
made a Pretence for feizing my Jaghire. The State of the Matter is this: When Colonel Hannay 
was by Mr. Haftings ordered to march to Benares during the Troubles of Chiet Sing, the Colo- 
nel, who had plundered the whole Country, was incapable of proceeding, from the Union of Thoufands of 
Lemindars, who had feized this favourabl: Opportunity; they harraffed Mr. Gordon near Junivard, 
and the Zemindars of that Place and Acberpore oppofed his March from thence, till he arrived 
near Sanda. As the Sanda Nutta, from its overflowing, was difficult to crofs without a Boat, 
Mr. Gordon fent to the Fouzdar to fupply him: He replied, the Boats were all in the River, but 
would, according to Orders, aft him as foon as poffible. Mr. Gordon's Situation would not 
adinit of his waiting ; he forded the Nutta upon his Elephant, and was hofpitably entertained and 
protected by the Fouzdar for Six Days. In the mean ‘Time a Letter was received by me from 
Colonel Hannay, defiring me to efcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad. As my Friendfhip for the En- 
glifh was always fincere, I readily complied, and fent fome Companies of Nejeebs to efcort Mr, 
Gordon, and all his Effects, to Fyzabad ; where having provided for his Entertainment, I effeéted 
his Junétion with Colonel Hannay. The Letters of Thanks I received from both thefe Gentle- 
men, upon this Occafion, are ftill in my Poffeffion ; Copies of which I gave in Charge to Ma- 
jor Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr. Middleton, that he might forward them to the Governor Gene- 
yal. To be brief, thofe who have loaded me with Accufations, are now clearly convicted of 
Falfehood. But is it not extraordinary, that notwithftanding the Juftnefs of my Caufe, that 
Nobody relieves my Misfortunes? Why did Major Gilpin return without Effect ? 

My Prayers have been conftantly offered to Heaven for your Arrival; Report has announced 
it; for which Reafon I have taken up the Pen, and requeft you will not place implicit Confidence 
in my Accufers, but, weighing in the Scale of Juftice ae Falfehoods and my Reprefentations, 
you will exert your Influence in putting a Period to the Misfortunes with which I am over- 
whelinea. 
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Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Fewar Ally Cawn and Babar Ally Caton. 


I had the Pleafure to receive your friendly Letter, fraught with Benevolence; and whatever 
Favours you, my Friends, have been pleafed to confer refpectng Mr. Gordon, afforded me the 
greateft Pleafure, 

Placing a firm Reliance on your Friendfhip, I am in Expeétation that the aforefaid Gentleman, 
with his Baggage, will arrive at Fyzabad in Safety, that the fame may oblige and afford Satisfac- 
tion to me. 

A Letter from Mr. Gordon ts inclofed to youm={ am in Expetation of its being inclofed in a 
Cover to the Aumil of Saunda, to the End that the Aumil may forward it to the abovementioned 
Gentleman, and procure his Reply. Whenever the Anfwer arrives, let it be delivered to Hoolas 


Roy, who will forward it to me. 
Always rejoice me by a few Lines refpecting your Health (Continue to Honour me‘ with your 


Correfpondence. ) 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Fewar and Babar Ally Cawn. 


Cawn Saib, my indulgent Friends, remain under the Protection of God. 

Your friendly Wetter, fraught with Kindnefs, accompanied by an honorary Letter from the 
Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity, and enclofing a Letter from Mr. Gordon, fent through your 
Hircarahs, obliged and rejoiced me. | 

With refpect to what you communicate regarding your not having received an Anfwer to your 
friendly Epiftle, I became perfectly aftonifhed, as a Reply was written from Mohadree; it may be 
owing to the Danger of the Road that it never arrived; not to the fmalleft Neglect on my Side 
(or of mine.) 

I now fend Two Letters to you; one by the Dawk People, and the Second by one of my 
Hircarahs (who will prefent them to you) which you certainly will receive. 

I am extremely well contented and pleafed with the Friendfhip you have fhewn. 

You wrote me, to remain perfectly eafy concerning Mr. Gordon.—Verily, from the Kindnefs of 
you, my indulgent Friends, my Heart is quite eafy. You alfo obferved and mentioned, that as 
Mr. Gordon’s coming with thofe attached to him (probably his Sepoys and others) might be at- 
tended with Difficulty, if I] approved, he fhould be invited alone to Fyzabad.—My Friends, I 
place my Expeétation entirely upon your Friendfhips, and leave it to you to adopt the Manner in 
which the faid Gentleman may arrive in Security, without Moleflation at Fyzabad; burt at the 
fame Time, let the Plan be fo managed that it may not come to the Knowledge of any Zemin- 
dars; in this Cafe, you are Men of Difcernment. However, he is to come to Fyzabad; extend 
your Affiftance and Endeavours. . 

It is probable that the Begum Saih, of high Dignity, has received authentic Intelligence from 
the Camp at Benares. Favour me with the Contents or Purport, 

From Mr. Gordon's Letter, I underftand that Mirza Imaum Bakfh, whom you difpatched 
thither (Saunda) has, and {till continues to pay, great Attention to that Gentleman; which affords 


me great Pleafure. . 
An Anfwer to the Begum’s Letter is to be prefented. I alfo fend a Letter for Mr. Gordon, 


which pleafe to forward. 


An Addrefs from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. 


Becum Suaib, of exalted Dignity and Generofity, &c. whom God preferve. 

Your exalting Letter, fraught with Grace and Benevolence, that through your unbounded Ge- 
nerofity and Goodnefs was fent through Grace and Favour, | had the Honour to receive in a for- 
tunate Moment; and whatever you were pleafed to write refpecting Mr. Gordon, “ that at this 
« Time the fhort-fighted and deluded Ryots had carried their Difturbances and Ravages beyond 
« all Bounds, Mr, Gordon’s coming with his whole People (or Adherents) might be attended 
e¢ with Difficulty; and therefore, if I chofe, he fhould be invited to come alone.” Now, as 
your Highnefs is the beft Judge, your faithful Servant repofeth his moft unbounded Hopes and 
kxpectation upon your Highnefs, that the aforefaid Mr. Gordon may arrive at Fyzabad without 
any Apprchenfion or Danger. I fhall be then extremelyhonovred and obliged. 

Confidering me in the Light of a firm and faithful Servant, ¢ontinue to honour and exalt me 


by your I ctters. 
What further can I fay? 


To: 
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A Copy of an Addrefs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 


Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity and Generofity, whom God preferve. 

After prefenting the ufual Profeffions of Servitude, &c. in the cuftomary Manner, my Ad- 
drefs is prefented. 

Your gracious Letter, in Anfwer to the Petition of your Servant from Goondah, exalted me. 
From the Contents, I became unfpeakably impreffed with the Honour it conferred. May 
the Almighty protect that Royal Purity, and beftow Happinefs, Increafe of Wealth, - and 
Profperity. 

The Welfare of your Servant is entirely owing to your Favour and Benevolence. A few Days 
have elapfed fince J arrived at Goondah with the Colonel Saib. 

This 1s prefented for your Highnefs’s Information. I cherifh Hopes from your Generofity, 
that confidering me in the Light of One of your Servants, always continue to exalt and honour 
me with your gracious Letters. 


May the Sun of Profperity continually fhine. 


Copy of a Letter to Mabumed Jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn, from Mr. Gordon. 


Sirs, my indulgent Friends, 
Remain under, &c. &c. 

After Compliments. I have the Pleafure to acquaint you, that Yeflerday, having taken Leave 
of you, I paffed the Night at Noorgunge, and next Morning about Ten or Eleven o’Clock, 
through your Favour and Benevolence, arrived fafe at Goondah. Mur Aboo Bukth, Zemindar, 
and Mur Ruftum Ally, accompanied ie. 

To what I*xtent can I prolong the Praifes of you, my beneficent Friends ? May the Supreme 
Being, for this benign, compaffionate, humane Aétion, have you in his Keeping, and increafe your 
Profperity, and fpeedily grant me the Pleafure of an Interview. Until which Time continue to 
favour me with friendly Letters, and oblige me by any Commands in my Power to execute. 

May your Wifhes be ever crowned with Succefs ! 

My Compliments, &c. &c. &c. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Fewar Ally Cawn and Babar Ally Cawn, 


Cawn Saib, my indulgent Friends, 
Remain under the Protection of the Supreme Being. 

After Compliments and fignifying my earneft Defire of an Interview, I addrefs you. 

Your friendly Letter, fraught with Kindnefs, I had the Pleafure to receive in a propitious 
Hour, and your inexpreMble Kindnefs in fending for Mur Naffar Ally with a Force to Taunda for 
the Purpofe of conducting Mr. Gordon with all his Baggage, who is now arrived at F'yzabad. 

This Event has afforded me the moft exceflive Pleafure and Satisfaétion. May the Omni- 
potence preferve you, my fleadfaft firm Friends. The Pen of Friendfhip itfelf cannot fufficiently 
exprefs your Generofity and Benevolence, and that of the Begum of high Dignity, who fo graci- 
oufly has interefted herfelf in this Matter. Inclofed is an Addrefs for her, which pleafe to forward. 
I hope from your Friendfhip until we meet, you will continue to honour me with an Account 
of your Health and Welfare. What further can I write? 


ARTICLES 


p} 


Charge of High Crimes and 


Mifdemeanors, 


AGAINST 


WARREN HASTINGS, Efquire, 


Late Governor General of Bengal; 


Presented to the Toufe of Commons, upon the ath 
Day of April 1786. 


N° 4, 








REVOLUTIONS IN FARRUCKABAD, 


~~ etter 


~ 


I. 

jee a Prince called Ahmed Khan was a Family arhongft the thoft diftinguithed in 

Hindoltan, and of a Nation famous through that Empire for ies Valour in acquiring, and its 
Policy and Prudence in well governing the Territories it had acquired, called the Pataus or 
Afghauns, of which the Rohillas wete a Branch. The faid Ahmed Khan had fixed his Refidence in 
the City of Farruckabad, and in the firft Wars of this Nation in India, the faid Ahmed Khan 
attached himfelf to the Company againft Sujah Dowla, then an Enemy, now a Dependent on that 
Company. Ahmed Khan, towards the Clofe of his Life, was difpoffeffed of a large Part of his 
Dominions by the Prevalence of the Maratta Power ; but his Son, a Minor, fucceeded to his Pre- 
tenfions, and to the Remainder of his Dominions. The Marattas were expelled by Sujah Ul Dowlah, 
the late Vizier, who, finding a Want of the Services of the Son and Succeffor of Ahmed Khan, 
called Mouzaffer Jung, did not only guarantee him in the Poffeffion of what he then aCtually held, 
but engaged to reftore all the other Territories which had been occupied by the Marattas: and this 
was confirmed by repeated Treaties and folemn Oaths, by the late Vizier and by the prefent; buc 
neither the late nor the prefent Vizier fulfilled their Engagements, or obferved cheir Oaths; the 
former having withheld what he had ftipulated to reftore, and the latter, not only fubjeCting him 
to a Tribute, inftead of reftoring him to what his Father had unjuftly withheld, and having made 
a further Invafion by depriving him of Fifteen of his Diftri¢ts, levying the Tribute of the Whole 
on the Little that remained, and did put the fmall Remains of his Territory under a Sequeftrator 
or Collector appointed by Almas Ali Khan, who did grievoufly afflict and opprefs the Prince and 
Territory aforefaid. 

That the Hardfhips of his Cafe being frequently reprefented to Warten Haftings, Efquire, he 
did fuggeft a Doubt, whether * chac Little ought to be ftill fubje& to Tribute,” indicating thae the 
faid THbute might be hard and inequitable; but whatever its Jultice might have been, that “* from 
** the earlie# Period of our Connection with the prefent Nabob of Oude, it had invariably continued a 
‘« Part of the Funds affigned by his Excellency as a Provifion for the Liquidation of the feveral 
© public Demands of this Government (Calcutta) upon him; and in confequence of the Powers the 
*¢ Board deemed it expedient to veft in the Refident at his Court, for the Collection of the Compa- 
“ny’s Affignments, a Sezauwil (a Sequeftrator) has always been ftationed to enfotce by every 
“* Means in his Power the Payment of the Tribute.” And the faid Tribute was; in Confequence 
of this Arrangement, not paid to the Nabob, but to the Britifh Refident at Oude ; and the fame 
being therefore under the Direction, and for the fole Ufe of the Company, and indeed the 
Prince himfelf wholly dependent, the Reprefentatives of the faid Company were refponfible for che 
Protection of the Prince, and for the good Government of the Country, 


Il. 

THAT the faid Warren Haftings did, on the 22d of May 1980, reprefent to the Board 

of Calcutta the Condition of the faid Country in the following Manner : 
“* The total Want of all Order, Regularity, or Authority in his Government (the Farruckabad 
** Government) to which, among other obvious Caufes, it may, no Doubt, be owing, that the Country 
“ of Farruckabad is become an almoft entire Wafte, without Cultivation or Inhabitants ; that the Ca- 
** pital, which, but a very fhort Time ago, was diftinguifhed as Qne of the mott pepalous and cpn- 
** Jent Commercial Cities in Hindoftan, at prefenc exhibits nothing dut Scenes of the moft wretched 
“© Poverty, Defolation, and Mifery ; and that the Nabob himfelf, though in Poffeffion of a Traét of 
** Country, which, with only common Care, is notorioufly capable of yielding an Annual Revenue 
“S of between Thirty and Forty Lacks (Three or Four hundred Thoufand Pounds) with so Military 
** Eftablifoment to maintain, fcarcely commanding the Means of bare Subfiftence.” And the faid Warren 
Maftings, taking into Confideration the faid State of the Country and its Prince; and that the latter 
had ‘* preferred frequent Complaints (which Complaints the faid Haftings to that Time did not lay befote 
the Board, as his Duty required) ‘* of the Hardfhips and Indignities to which he is fubjeéted by the 
“ oo of the Sezauwil (Sequeftrator) ftationed in the Country for she Purpofe of levying the 
eV. A ‘© Annual 
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“ Annual Tribute, which he is bound by Treaty to pay to the Soubah of Oude ;” he, the faid 

Warren Haftings, did declare himfelf ‘ extremely defirous, as well from Motives of common j uftice 
S* as due Regard to the Rank which that Chief holds among the Princes of Hindoftan, of affording him 

© Relief.” And he, the faid Warren Haftings, as the Means of the faid Relief, dids with the Con- 

fent of the Board, order the faid Native Sequeftrator to be removed, and an Englith Refident, a. 
Servant of the Company, to be appointed in his Room, declaring ‘‘ he underftood a local Interfe- 

** rence to be indifpenfably neceffary for realizing the Vizier’s juft Demands.” 


Il. 

THAT the faid Native Sequeftrator being withdrawn, and a Refident appointed, no Complaint 
whatever, concerning the Collection of the Revenue, or of any Indignities offered to the Prince 0 
the Country, or Oppreffion of his Subjects by the faid Refident, was made to the Superior Council 
at Calcutta; yet the faid Warren Haftings did, neverthelefs, in a certain Paper, purporting to be 
a Treaty made at Chunar with the Nabob of Oude on the rgth of September 1781, at the Requeft 
of the faid Nabob, confent to an Article therein, ‘* That no Englith Refident be appointed to 
‘ Farruckabad, and that the prefent be recalled ;” and the faid Warren Haftings, knowing that the 
Nabob of Oude was ill affeted towards the faid Nabob of Farruckabad, and that he was already 
fuppofed to have oppreffed him, did juftify his Conduét on the Principles, and in the Words follow- 
ing; ‘* That if the Nabob Mozaffer Jung muff endure Oppreffion, (and I dare not at this Time pro- 
“* pofe bis total Relief) it concerns the Reputation of our Government to remove our Participation 
init’ And the faid Warren Haftings making, recording, and acting upon the Firft of the faid 
falfe and inhuman Suppofitions, moft fcandalous to this Nation, namely, that Princes paying Money 
wholly for the Ufe of the Company, and dire@tly to its Agent, for the Maintenance of Britifh 
Troops, by whofe Force and Power the faid Revenve was in Effet collected, muft of Neceffity en- 
dure Oppreffion, and that our Government at any Time darz not propofe their ¢ota/ Relief, was an 
High Offence and Mifdemeanor in the faid Warren Haltings, and the rather, becaufe in the faid 
Treaty, as well as before and after, the faid [daftings, who pretended not to dare to relieve thofe 
oppreffed by the Nabob of Oude, did affume a complete Authority over the faid Nabob himfelf, 
and did dare to opprefs him. 


IV. 

THAT the Second Principle, affumed by the faid Warren Haftings, as Ground for voluntarily 
abandoning the Protection of thofe, whom he had before undertaken to relieve, on the fole Strength of 
bis own Authority, and in full Confidence of the lawful Foundation thereof, and for delivering over 
the Perfon fo taken into Protection, under falfe Names and pretended Delcriptions, to known Op- 
preffion, afferting, that the Reputation of the Company was faved by removing this apparent Parti- 
cipation, when the new, as well as the old Arrangements, were truly and fubftantially, Acts of the 
Britifh Government, was difingenuous, deceitful, and ufed to cover unjultifiable Defigns, fince the 
faid Warren Haftings well knew, that all Oppreffions exercifed by the Nabob of Oude, were folely, 
and in this Inftance particularly, upheld by Britith Force, and were imputed to this Nation; and be- 
caufe he himfelf, in not more than three Days after the Execution of this Treaty, and in virtue 
thereof, direct the Britifh Refident at Oude, in Orders, to which be required bis moft implicit Obsdience, 
“© That the Minifters (the Nabob of Oude’s Minifters) are to choofe a// Aumis and Collectors of 
** Revenue with your Concurrence,” And the Difhonour to the Company, in thus deceitfully 
concurring in Oppreffion, which they were able and were bound to prevent, is much aggravated by 
the faid Warren Haftings’s receiving from the Perfon, to whofe Oppreffion he had delivered the 
faid Prince, as a private Gift or Donation, to himfelf and for his own Ufe, a Sum of Money, 
amounting to One hundred thoufand Pounds and upwards, which might give juft Ground of Sufpi- 
cion, that the faid Gift from the Oppreffor, to the Perfon furrendering the Perfon injured, to his 
Mercy, might have had fome Share in the faid criminal Tranfaction. 


_ Vv. 

THAT the faid Warren Haftings did (in the Paper juftifying the faid furrender of the Prince, put 
by himfelf under the Protection of the Eaft India Company) affert, “ That it was a Fact, that the 
“* Nabob Muzzattor Jung (the Nabob of Farruckabad) is equally urgent with the Nabob Vizier 
** for the removal of a Refident,” without producing, as he ought to have done, any Document 
to prove his improbable Affertion, namely, his Affertion that the oppreffed Prince did apply to his 
known Enemy and Oppieffor, the Nabob of Oude (who, if he would, was not able to relieve him 
againft the Will of the Englifh Government) rather than to that Englifh Government, which he muft 
have conceived to be more impartial, to which he had made his former Complaint, and which was alone 
able to relieve him. 


. VI. 

THAT the faid Warren Haftings, in the faid Writing, did further convey an Infinuation of an 
ambiguous, but, on any Conftruction, of a fufpicious and dangerous Import; viz. “ It is a Fada, 
“that Mr. Shee’s (the Refident’s) Authority over the Territory of Farruckabad, is in itfelf as 
** much fubverfive of that (of the lawful Rulers) as that of the Vizier’s Aumil (Colleétor) ever 
** -was 
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*« was, and is the more opprefive, as the Power from whence it is derived is greater.’ The faid 
A@ertion proceeds upon a Suppofition of the Illegality, both of the Nabob’s and the Company’s 
Government; all Confideration of the 7i#le to Authority being therefore on that Suppofition put 
out of the Queftion, and the whole turning only upon the Exercife of Authority, the faid Haftings’s 
Suggeftion, that the Oppreffion of Government muft be in Proportion to its Power, is the refult of 
a falfe and dangerous Principle, and fuch as it is criminal for any Perfon, enctrufted with the Lives 
and Fortunes of Men to entertain, much more publicly to profefs as a Rule of Aétion, as the 
fane hath a direct Tendency to make the new and powerful Government of this Kingdom in India, 
dreadful to the Natives, and odious to the World. But if the faid Warren Haftings, did mean 
thereby indirectly to infinuate, that Oppreffions had been actually exercifed under the Britifh Au- 
thority, he was bound to enquire into thefe Oppreffions, and to animadvert on the Perfon guilty of 
the fame, if Proof thereof could be had; and the more, as the Authority was given by bim/élf, 
and the Perfon, exercifing it, was by himfelf alfo named. And the faid Warren Haftings did, on 
another Occafion, affert that ‘* whether they were well or ill founded, he never had an Opportunity 
‘¢ to afcertain.” But it is not true, that the faid Haftings did, or could want fuch Opportunity; the 
Fact being, that the faid Warren Flaftings did never caufe any Enquiry to be- made into any fup- 
pofed Abufes, during the faid Refidency, but did give a Penfion of Fifteen hundred Pounds a Year 
to the faid late Refident, as a Compenfation to him for an Injury received, and did afterwards pro- 
mote the Refident, as a faithful Servant of the Company, (and nothing appears to thew him other- 
wife) to a judicial Office of high Truft; thereby taking away all Credit from any Grounds afferted 
or infinuated by the faid Haftings, for delivering the faid Nabob of Farruckabad, to the Hand of a 
known Enemy and Oppreffor, who had already, contrary to repeated Treaties, deprived him of a 
large Part of his Territories. 


VII. 

THAT on the faid Warren Haftings’s Reprefentation of the Tranfaction aforefaid to the 
Court of Directors, they did heavily and juftly Cenfure the faid Warren Haftings for the fame, 
and did convey their Cenfure to him, recommending Relief to the fuffering Prince, bur withour 
any Order tor fending a new Refident ; being, as it may be fuppoled, prevented from taking thac 
Step by the Faith of the Treaty made at Chunar. 


VI. | 
THAT all the Oppreffions, forefeen by him the faid Warren Haftings, when he made the Ar- 
ticle aforefaid in the Treaty of Chunar, did actually happen; for immediately on the removal of 
the Britifh Refident, the Country of Farruckabad was fubjected to the Difcretion of a certain Native 
Manager of Revenue, called Almas Ali Khan, who did impoverifh and opprefs the Country, and 
infult the Prince, and did deprive him of all Subfiftence from his own Eftates; taking from him 
even his Gardens and the Tombs of his Anceftors, and the Fundsv¥or maintaining the fame. 


IX. 

THAT on Complaint of thofe Proceedings, the faid Haftings did, of his own Authority, and 
without communicating with his Council, direct the Native Collector aforefaid to be removed, and 
the Territory of Farruckabad to be left to the fole Management of its natural Prince. But in a 
fhort Time, the faid Haftings, pretending to receive many Complaints, purporting that the Tribure 
to the Nabob remained wholly unpaid, and the Agent to the Prince of Farruckabad at the Prefi- 
dency, and afterwards chief Manager to the Prince aforefaid, having, as the faid Warren Haftings 
faith, ‘* had the Infolence to propagate a Report, that the Jaterference to which his Mafter owed the - 
“© Power he then enjoyed, was purcha/ed through him,” he the faid Haftings did apain (but as be- 
“ fore without the Council) withdraw his Protection and Interference altogether” on or about the 
Month of Auguft 1782, and did fignify his Refolution, through the Refident Middleton, to the 
Nabob Vizier. But the faid Haftings afferts, that ‘* the Confequence of this his own fecond Deri- 
“ liGion of the Prince of Farruckabad, was an aggravated renewal of the Severities exercifed againft 
«© his Government, and the re-appointment of a Sezawall, with Powers delegated or affumed, to the 
“© aster extindtion of the Rights of Muzuffer Jung, and actually depriving him of the Means of Sub- 
“ Gftence.’ And the faid Haftings did receive, on the 16th of February 1783, from the Prince 
aforefaid, a bitter Complaint of the fame, to the following Tenor: 

“ The Miferies which have fallen upon my Country, and the Poverty and Diftrefs which have been 
“heaped upon me, by the Re-appointment of the Sizzawaul, are fuch, that a relation of them © 
“© would, .I am convinced, excite the ftrongeft Feelings of Compaffion in your Breaft. But it is im- 
** poffible to relate them : On one Side, my Country ruined and uncultivated to a Degree of Defola- 
“¢ sion which exceéds all Defcription ; on the other, my domeftic Concerns and Connexions in- 
“ volved in fuch a State of Diftrefs and Horrer, that even the Relations, the Children, and the Wives of 
“* my Father are flarving, in Want of daily Bread, and are on the Point of flying voluntary Exiles from 
“* heir Country, and from each other.” | . | 

But although the fdid Haftings did, on the 16th of February, receive and admit the Juftice of the 
faid Complaint, and did not deny the urgent Neceffiry of Redrefs, the faid Letter containing the 
fullowing fentence: “ If there fhould be any Delay in your Acceptance of this Propofal, my ee 
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** and the Exifeme of my Family will become difficult and doubtful." And although he did admit the 
Interference to be the more urgently demanded, ‘‘ as the Services of the Enplith Troops have been 
‘© added to enforce the Authority of the Sezawall,” and although he admirs alfo, that even before 
that Time, fimilar Complaints and Applications had been made, yet he did with-hold the faid Let- 
ter of Complaint, a Minute of which he afferts be had, at or about that Time, prepared for the Relief 
of the Sufferer, from the Board of Council, and did not fo much as propofe any Thing relative-to the 
fame for Seven Months after, viz. until the 6th of October, 1783. The faid Letter and Minute be- 
ing, as he afferts, “‘ withheld from Caufes wot neceffary to mention, from Prefentation.” By which 
Means, the faid Country and Prince did fuffer a long Continuance of unneceflary Hardfhip, for 
which the faid Haftings confeffed it was his Duty to relieve chem, and that a Britifh Refident was 
neceffary at Farruckabad, ‘* from a Senfe of Submiffion to the implied Orders of the Court of 
** Direétors, in their Letter of 1783, lately received, added to the Convidtion I bave LONG SINCE 
** entertained of the Necefity of fuch an arte for the Prefervation of our National Credit, and 
*€ the Means of refcuing an ancient and refpeGtable Family frem Ruin”. | 
And the faid Warren Haftings did at length perform what he thought had Jog Ance been neceffary, 
and in Contradiction to his Ehgagements with the Nabob, in the Treaty of Chunar, and againft his 
ftrong Remonftrances, urging his Humiliation from this Meafure, and the Faith of the Agreement, 
and againft his own former Beclifation: that it concerned the Reputation of our Government to 
remove our Participation in the Oppreflions which he, the faid Haftings, fuppofed the Prince of 
Farruckabad muft undergo, did once more recommend to the Council a Britifh Refident at 
Farruckabad, and the withdrawing the Native Sezawall ; no Courfe being left to the faid Haftings 
to take, which was not a Violation of fome Engagement, and a Contradiétion to fome Princi- 
ple of Juftice and Policy by him deliberately advanced and entered on Record. 
That Mr. Willes being appointed Refident, and having arrived at Farruckabad on the 25th 
of February 1784, with Inftruétions to enquire minutely into the State of the Country and 
the Ruling Family, he, the faid Refident Willes, in Obedience thereto, did fully explain to him 
the Governor General, the faid Warren Haftings, (he being then out of the Company’s Pro- 
vinces, at Lucknow, on a Delegation which refpected this very Country as Part of the De- 
pendencies of Oude) the Situation of the Province of Farruckabad ; but the faid Warren Hatt- 
ings did not take or recommend any Meafure whatfoever for the Relief thereof, in confequence 
of the faid Reprefentation; nor even communicate to the Council General the faid Repre- 
fentation ; and it was not until the 28th of June 1783, that is Sixteen Months from the 
Arrival of the Refident at his Station, that any Thing was laid before the Board relative to the 
Regulation or Relief of the diftreffed Country aforefaid, and that, not from the faid Warren 
Haftings, but from other Members of the Council; which purpofed Negleét of Duty, joined 
to the preceding wilful Delay of Seven Months in propofing the faid Relief originally, caufed 
near Two Years Delay. And the faid Warren Haftings is further culpable in not communicating 
to the Council Board the Order which he had, of his own Authority, and without any Powers from 
them, given to the faid Refident Willes, and thereby prevented them, and did thereby prevent 
them from taking fuch Steps as might counteract the ill Effects of the faid Order ; which 
Order purported that the faid Willes was not to interfere with the Nabob of Farruckabad’s 
Government, for the Regulation of which he was in Effect appointed to the Refidency ; declaring 
as foJlows: *‘ I rely much of your Moderation and good Judgment, which I hope will enable you 
‘“* to regulate your Conduct towards the Nabob and his Servants in fuch a Manner, that, 
** without interfering in the executive Part of bis Government, you may render him effential Service 
“by your Council and Advice.” And this Reftriction, the faid Haftings did impofe, which totally 
fruftrated the Purpofe of the Refident’s Miffion, though he well knew, and had frequently ftated 
the extreme Imbecility and Weaknefs of the: faid Nabob of Farruckabad, and his Subjection to 
unworthy Servants. And in the Minute of Confultation, upon which he founded the Appointment, 
did ftate the Nabob of Farruckabad “as a weak and unexperienced young Man, who had aban- 
‘© doned himfclf entirely to the Difcretion of his Servants; and the Reftoration of his Independence 
‘* was followed by a total Breach of the Engagements he had promifed to fulfil, attended by 
“* pointed Inftances of Contumacy and Difrefpect.” And in the faid Minute the faid Haftings adds 
(as before mentioned) his principal Servant and Manager had propagated a Report, that the 
“* Interference (namely his the faid Haftings’s Interference) to which his Mafter awed the Power he 
“* then enjoyed, was purchafed by him,” the principal Servant aforefaid : yet he, the faid Haftings, 
who had affigned on Record the Chara&er of the faid Nabob, and the Conduét of his Servants, 
and the aforefaid Report of his principal Servant, fo highly difhonourable to him the faid Haftings, 
as Reafons for taking away the Independency of the Nabob of Farruckabad, and the fubjecting 
him to the Oppreffion of the Nabob of Oude’s Officer Almar Ali, did again himfelf eftablith 
the pretended Independence of the faid Prince of Farruckabad, and the real Independence of his 
corrupt and perfdious Servants, not againft the Nabob of Oude, but againft a Britith Refident 
appointed by himfelf (‘‘ as a Character eminently qualified for fuch a Charge”) for the Correétion 
of thofe Evils, and for rendering the Prince aforefaid an ufeful Ally to the Company, an deftaring 
his Dominions to Order and Plenty. | 
That the faid Haftings did not only difable the Refident at Farruckabad by his faid prohibitory 
Letter, but did render his very remaining at all in that Station perfectly precarigus, by a fubfequent 


Letter 
! 
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Letter rendering him liable to Difmiffion by the Vizicr—thereby changing the Tenure of the 
Refident’s Office, and changing him from a Minifter of the Company, dependent on the Governor 
General and Council, to a Dependent upon an unrefponfible Power ; in this alio acting withour 
the Council, and by his own ufurped Authority: And accordingly the faid Refident did declare 
in his Letter of the 24th of April 1785, “ that the Situation of the Country was more diftrefsful 
** than when he (the Prince of Farruckabad) addrefled himfelf for Relief in 1783, and that he 
“ was forry to fay that his Appointment at Farruckabad was of no Ufe.” That though the 
old Tribute could not be paid, owing to Famine and other Caufes, it was increafed by a new 
Impofition, making the Whole equal the entire grofs Produce of the Revenue ; that therefore 
there will not be “* any Thing for. she Subfiftence of the Nabob and Family.” And the Uncles of 
the faid Nabob of Farruckabad, the Brethren of the late Ahmed Khan (who had rendered im- 
portant Services to the Company) and their Children, in a Petition to the Refident, reprefented, 
that foon after the Succeffion of Mouzaffer Jung, “ their Mifery commenced. The Jaghires (Lands 
‘t and Eftates) on which they fubfifled were difallowed. Our Diftrefs is great, we have neither 
** Cloths nor Food. Though we felt hurt at the Idea of explaining our Situation, yet, could 
‘© we have found a Mode of Conveyance, we would have proceeded to Calcutta for Redrefs. 
“© The Scarcity of Grain this Seafon is an additional Misfortune. With Difficulty we fupport 
* Tife. From your Prefence without the Provinces we expect Relief. It is not the Cuftom of 
** the Company to deprive the Zemindgrs and Jaghurdars of the Means of Subfiftence. To your 
© Juftice we look up.” 

This being the Situation of the Perfon and Family of the Nabob of Farruckabad and his neareft 
Relations, the State of the Country and its Capital prevented from all Relief by the faid Warren 
Hattings, is defcribed, in the following Words, by the Refident Willes. 

‘ Almas Ali has taken the Purgunnah of Marara at a very inadequate Rent, and his Aumils 
“fave feized many adjacent Villages : the Purgunnahs of Cocutmow and Souje are conttantly 
“ .' ndered by his People. The Collection of the Gauts near Futty Ghur have been feized 
“© - ne Vizier’s Cutwal, and the Zemindars in 4 Purgunnahs, are fo refractory as to have 
“«- Sed themfelves in their Gurries, and to refufe all Payments of Revenue. This is the State 
“ of the Purgunnahs; and Farruckabad, which was once the Seat of great Opulence and Trade, is 
now datly deferted by its Inhabitants. Its Walls mouldering away, without Police, without Protection, 
expofed to the Depredations of a Banditti of Two or three bundred Robbers, who, Night after 
“ Night enter it for Plunder, murdering all who oppofe them. The Ruin that has overtaken this 
“ Country, is not to be wondered at, when it is confidered that there bas been no State, no ftable 
Government for many Years, There has been the Nabob Vizier’s Authority, his Minifters, the 
Refidents at Lucknow, the Sezawalls, the Camp Authority, the Nabob Muzuffer Jung’s, and 
“© that of Twenty Dewans or Advifers. No Authority fufficiently predominant to eftablifh any 
Regulations for the Benefit of the Country, whilft each Authority has been exerted as Opportu- 
nity offered for temporary Purpofes.” 

“* Such being the prefent deplorable State of Farruckabad and its Diftrifts, in the enfuing 
Year it will be in vain to look for Revenue, if fome Regulations, equal to the Exigency, 
be not adopted. The whole Country will be divided between the neighbouring powertul 
Aumils, the refratory Zemindars, and Banditti of Robbers; and the Patans, who mighr be 
made ufeful Subjects, will fly from the Scene of Anarchy. The Crifis appears now come, that 
either fome Plan of Government fhould be refolved on, fo as to form faithful Subjects on the 
Frontier, or the Country be given up to its Fate; and if it be abandoned, there can be 
little doubt but that the Mahrattas will gladly feize on a Station fo favourable to Incurfions 
into the Vizier’s Dominions, will attach to their Interefts the Hindoo Zemindars and poffels 
themfelves of Forts, which with little Expence being made formidable, would give Employment 
perhaps to the whole of our Force, fhould it be ever neceffary to recover them.” 

That the Council at Calcutta, on the Reprefentation aforefaid, made by the Refident at Far- 
ruckabad, did propofe and record a Plan for the better Government of the faid Country, but 
did delay the Execution of the fame, until the Arrangements made by the faid Haftings, with the 
Nabob Vizier fhould be known; but the faid Haftings, as far as in him lay, did entirely fet afide 
any Plan that could be formed for that Purpofe, upon the Bafis of a Britifh Refident at Farrucka- 
bad, by engaging with the faid Nabob Vizier, that no Britifh Influence fhall be employed within 
his Dominions, and he has engaged to that Prince, not to abandon him to any other Mode of 
Relation; and he has informed the Court of Direétors that the Territories of the Nabob of Oude 
will be ruined, if Refidents are fent into them, obferving, that ** Refidents never will be fent for any 
** other Purpofes, than thofe of Vengeance and Corruption.” 

That the faid Warren Haftings did declare to the Court of Directors, that in his Opinion the 
Mode of Relief moft effectual, and moft Jenient with Regard to Farruckabad, would be to nomi- 
nate One of the Family of the Prince to fuperintend his Affairs, and to fecure the Payments ; but 
this Plan, which appears to be moft conneéted with the Rights of the ruling Family, whilft it 
provides againft the Imbecility of the natural Lord, and is free from his Objection to a Refi- 
dent, is the only one which the faid J4aitings never has executed, or even propofed to exc: 
cute. 
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That the faid Haftings, by the Agreements aforefaid, has left the Company in fuch an Alter- 
native, that they can neither relieve the faid Prince of Farruckabad from Oppreffion, without a 
Breach of the Engagements entered into by him the faid Haftings, with the Nabob Vizier, in the 
Name of the Company, nor fuffer him to remain under the faid Oppreffion without violating all 
Faith, and all the Rules of Juftice with regard to him. And the faid Haftings hath directly 
made, or authorifed no lefs than Six Revolutions in lefs than five Years, in the aforefaid harraffed 
Province; by which frequent and rapid Changes of Government, all of them made in contradiction 
to all his Gwn declared Motives and Reafons, for the feveral Acts fucceffively done and undone 
in this Tranfaction, the Dittreffes of the Country, and the Diforders in its Adminiftration, have been 
highly aggravated; and in the faid irregular Proceedings, and in the grofs and complicated 
Violations of Faith with all Parties, the faid Haftings is guilty of High Crimes and Milde» 
meanours, 3 
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I. 

OBS EBA Tothe date‘Nabob of Oude, -Suja,Ul] Dowla, did (on what Reafons of Policy, or Pre- 
tences of Juftice, is unknown) difpoffefs a certain native Perfon of Diftinétion, or eminent 
Rajah, ra in the Country of Sahlone, “* the lineal Defcendent of the moft powerful Hindoo 
** Family in that Part of Hindoftan,” of his Patrimonial Eftate; and conferred the fame, or Part of 
the fame, on his (the-Nabob’s) Mother, as a Jaghire {or Eftate] for the Term of her Life: and the 
Mother of the Nabob, in order to quiet the Country, and to fatisfy in fome Meafure the principal 
and other Inhabitants, did allow and pay a certain Penfion to the faid Rajah; which Penfion, on the 
general Confifcation of Jaghires (made at the Infligation of the faid Warren Haftings) and by the 
letting the Lands fo Confifcated to Farmers at Rack-rents, was difcontinued, and refufed to be paid ; 
and the Difcontinuance of the faid Penfion, “‘ on account of the perfonal Refpeét borne to the Rajah 
- (“as Conneétions with him are fought for, and thought to confer Honour,”) did caufe an unwerfal 
Difcontent, aad violent Commotions, in the Diftniét of Sahlone, and other Parts of the Province of 
Oude, with great confequent Effufion of Blood, and Interruption, if not total Difcontinuance, to the 
Collection of the Revenues in thofe Parts, other than as the fame was irregularly, and with great 

Damage to the Country, enforced by Britifh Troops, 


HT. 

That Mr. Lumfdaine, the Officer employed to reduce thofe ‘difordered Pares of the Province to 
Submiffion, after feveral Advantages gained over the Rajah and his Adherents, and expelling dim 
from the Country, did reprefent the utter Impoffibility of bringing it to a permanent Settlement 
"** merely by forcible Methods ; as in any of his (the Rajah’s) Incurfions, it would not be neceffary 
to bring even a*Force with him, as the Zemindars [landed Proprietors and Freeholders] are much 
attached to the Rayah, whom they confider as their Hereditary Prince, and never fail to affift him, 
and that his. Rebellion againft Government is not looked on as a Crime: and Mr. Lumfdaine 
declared it “ as his clear Opinion, that the allowing the faid Rajah a Penfion, fuitable to his Rank 
** and Influence in the Country, to be the moft certain Mode of obtaining a permasent Peace ,” 
alleging, among other cogent Reafons, “* that the Expence of the Force neceffary to be employed to 
“* fubdue the Country might be fpared, and employed elfewhere; and that the People would return 
** to their Villages with her Cattle and Effects, and of courfe Government have fome Security for 
“© the Revenue, whereas at prefent they have none:” and the Reprefentation containing that pru- 
dent and temperate Counfel, given by a Military Man of undoubted Information, and perfect Ex- 
sangees in the local Circumftances of the Country, was tranfmitted by the Refident Briltow to the 
aid Warren. Haftings, .who did-wilfully and criminally omit to order any Relief to the faid Rajah, 
in Conformity to the general Senfe and ‘Wifhes of the Inhabitants; a-Compliance with whole fo rea- 
fonable.an Expectation, his. Duty in reftoring the Tranquillity of the Country, and in retrieving tle 
Honour of the Englifh Government, did abfolutely require. But, inftead of making fuch Provifion, 
a Price was fet upwa his Head ; and feveral Bodies of :B:itith Troops being employed to purfue him, 
after many Skirmifhes and much Bloodfhed, and mutual Watte of the Country, the faid Rojas. 

honoured and refpected by the Natives, was.hunted down, and at length killed in.a Thicket, 
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HAT the Court of Directors of the Eaft India Company had laid down the following funda- 

mental Rules, for the Conduct of fuch of the Company’s Bufinefs in Bengal, as could be 
performed by Contract ; and had repeatedly and ftrictly ordered the Governor and Council of Fort 
William to obferve thofe Rules: viz. That all Contraéts fhould be publicly advertifed, and the moft 
reafonable Propofals accepted ; that the Contracts of Provifions and for furnifhing Draught and 
Carriage Bullocks for the Army, fhould be Annual: and, that they fhould not fail to advertife for 
and receive Propofals for thofe Contracts every Year. 


That the faid Warren Haftings, in direét Difobedience to the faid pofitive Orders, ahd, as the 
Yirectors themfelves fay, bya moft dekberate Breach of bis Duty, did, in September 1977, accept of 
Propofals offered by Erneft Alexander Johnfon, for providing Draught and Carriage Bullocks, and 
for victualling the Europeans, without advertifing for Propofals, as he was exprefsly commanded 
to do, and extended the Contract for Three Years, which was pofitively ordered to be Annual; and, 
notwith{tanding that Extenfion of the Period, which ought at leaft to have been compenfated by 
fome Advantage to the Company in the Conditions, did conclude the faid Contract upon Terms le/s 
advantageous than the preceding Contract, and therefore not on the loweft Terms procurablet——That the faid 
Warren Haftings, in Defiance of the Judgment and lawful Orders of his Superiors, which in this Cafe 
left him no Opuon, declared, that be difapproved of publifoing for Propofals, and that the Contra was 
reduced too low already; thereby avowing himfelf the Advocate of the Contractor, againft whom, as Re- 
prelentative of the Company, and Guardian of their Interefts, he properly was Party, and preferring 
the Advantage of the Contractor to thofe of his own Conftituents and Employers :+That the 
Court of Directors of the Eaft India Company, having carefully confidered the Circumftances and 
Tendency of this Tranfaction, condemned it in the ftrongeft Terms, declaring, that they would zor 
permit the Contraét to be continued, and that, “ if the Contrator fhould think himfelf aporieved, 
** and take Meafures in Confequence, by which the Company became involved in Lofs or Damage, 
** they fhould certainly hold the Majority of the Council refponfible for fuch Lofs or Damage, and 
** proceed againft them accordingly.”==That the faid Warren Haftings, in Defiance of Orders, 
which, the Directors fay, were plain and unequivocal, did, in January 1777, receive from George 
Templer, a Propofal, effentially different from the Advertifement publifhed by the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council for receiving Propofals for feeding the Company’s Elephants, and did accept 
thereof, not only without having Recourfe to the proper Means for afcertaining whether the faid 
Propofal was the loweft that would be offered, but with another actually before the Board, nearly 
30 per Cent. lower than that made by the faid George Templer, to whom the faid Warren Haftings 
granted a Contract, in the Terms propofed by the faid Templer, for Three Years, and did after- 
wards extend the fame to Five Years, with new and diftinct Conditions, accepted by the faid Warren 
Haftings,without advertifing for frefh Propofals, by which the Company were very confiderable Lofers : 
——On all which the Court of Dire¢tors declared, “* That this Waite of their Property could not be per- 
mitted; that he the faid Warren Haftings, had difregarded their Authority, and difobeyed their Orders, 
** in not taking the loweft Offers ,”” and they ordered that the Contract for Elephants fhould be an- 
nulled: And the faid Directors further declared, that “ if the Contractor fhould recover Damages 
“* of the Company for Breach of Engagement, they were determined, in fuch Cafe, to inftitute a 
“* Suit at Law againft thofe Members of the Board who had prefumed, in direé&t Breach of their 
“* Orders to prefer the Intereft of an Individual to that of the Company.”—-—That the faid Warren 
Hattings did, in the Year 1777, conclude with -------- Forde, a Contract for an armed 
Veffel tor the Pilotage of the Chittigong River, and for the Defence of the Coaft and River againtt 
the Incurfions of Robbers, for the ‘Term of Five Years, in further Difobedience of the Company’s 
Orders refpecting the Mode and Duration of Contracts, and with a confiderable Encreafe of Ex- 
pence to the Company :=That the farming out the Defence of a Country to a Contraétor, be- 
ing wholly unprecedented, and evidently abfurd, could have no real Object but to enrich the 
Contractor at the Company’s Expence; fince, either the Service was not dangerous, and then the 
Eftablifhment was totally unneceffary, or, if it was a dangerous Service, it was evidently the In- 
tereft of the Contractor to avoid fuch Danger, and not to hazard the Lofs of his Ship or Men, 
which muft be replaced at his own Expence, and therefore that an active and faithful Difcharge 
of the Contraclor’s Duty, was incompatible with his Interett. 


That the faid Warren Haftings, in further Defiance of the Company’s Orders, and in Breach of the 
eftablifhed Rule of their Service, did, in the Year 1777, conclude a Contract with the Mafter and Deputy 
Mafter Attendant of the Company's Marine or Pilot Service, for {upplying the faid Marine with Naval 
Stores, and executing the faid Service forthe Term of Two Years, and without advertifing for Propofals : 
That the Ufe and Expenditure of fuich Stores, and the Direétion of the Pilot Veffels, is under the Ma- 
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of the faid Contraétor, the Contraé for viétualling the Europeans ferving at the Prefidency was 
added to and united with that for furnifhing Bullocks, and fixed for the fame Period: That 
this Extenfion of the Periods of the faid Contracts was not compenfated by a Diminution in 
the Charge to be incurred by the Company on that Account, as it ought to have been; but, on the 
contrary, the Charge was immoderately increafed by the new Contracts ; infomuch, that it was proved, 
by Statements and Computations produced at the Board, that the Increafe on the victualling Contract 
would, in Five Years, amount to £,.40,000 ; and that the Increafe on the Bullock Contract, in the fame 
Period, would amount to above Four hundred thoufand Pounds: That when this, and many other 
weighty Objections againft the Terms of the faid Contracts were urged in Council to the faid Warren 
Hattings, he declared, that be fhould dekver a Reply thereto; but it does not appear that he did ever de- 
liver fuch Reply, or ever enter into a Juftification of any Part of his Conduét in this Tranfaction. 
That the Act of Parliament of 1773, by which the Firft Governor General and Council were appointed, 
did exprefsly limit the Duration of their Office to the Term of Five Years, which expired in 
Oétober 1779, and fhat the feveral Contracts, hereinbefore mentioned, were granted in September 
1779, and were made to continue Five Years after the Expiration of the Government by which they 
were granted; that by this Anticipation, the Difcretion and Judgment of the fucceeding Government, 
re{pecting the fubject Matter of fuch Contraéts, was taken away, and any Correction or Improve- 
ment therein, rendered impracticable-—-That the faid Warren Haftings might have been juftihed by 
the Rules and Practice, or by the Neceffity of the Public Service, in binding the Government by 
Engagements to endure One Year after the Expiration of his own Office; but on no Principles could 
he be juftified in extending fuch Engagements beyond the Term of One Year, much lefs on the 
Principles he has avowed, namely, “* that it was only an Act of common Juftice in him to fecure 
“* every Man connetied with bim, as far as he legally could, from the Apprehenfion of future Op- 
“© preffion,”==That the Oppreffion, to which fuch Apprehenfion, if real, muft allude, could only 
confift in and arife out of the Obedience, which he feared a future Government might pay to the 
Orders of the Court of Directors, by making all Contracts Annual, and advertifing for Propofals 
publicly and indifferently, from all Perfons whatever, by which it might mepeee that fuch beneficial 
Contraéts would not be conftantly held by Men conneéed with bim, the faid Warren Haftings:— That 
this Declaration made by the faid Warren Haftings, combined with all the Circumftances belonging 
to thefe Tranfaétions, leaves no Room to doubt that, in difobeying the Company’s Orders, and 
betraying the Truft repofed in him as Guardian of the Company’s Property, his Object was to 


purchafe the Attachment of a Number of Individuals, and to form a Party capable of fupporting and 
protecting him in Return. 


That with the fame View, and on the fame Principles, it appears that exceffive Salaries and Emo- 
Juments, at the Eaft India Company’s Charge and Expence, have been lavifhed by the faid Warren 
Haftings, to fundry Individuals, contrary to the general Principles of his Duty, and in direét 
Contradiction to the pofitive Orders of the Court of Directors: Particularly, that whereas by a 
Refolunion of the Court of Proprietors of the Eaft India Company, and by an Inftruction of the 
Court of Directors, it was provided and exprefsly ordered, That there fhould be paid to the late 
Sir John Clavering “ the Sum of Six thoufand Pounds Sterling per Annum, in full for his Services 
** as Commander in Chief, in lieu of Travelling Charges, and of all other Advantages and Emo- 
“ luments whatever; and whereas the Court of Directors pofitively ordered that the late “* Sir 
** Eyre Coote fhould receive the fame Pay, as Commander in Chief of their Forces in India, as was 
** received by Lieutenant General Sir John Clavering ;”=the faid Warren Haftings, neverthelefs, 
within a very fhort Time after Sir Eyre Coote’s Arrival in Bengal, did propofe and carry it in 
Council, that a new Eftablifhment fhould be created for Sir Eyre Coote, bi which an Encreafe of 
Expence would be incurred by the India Company to the Amount of Eighteen thoufand Pounds a 
Year and upwards, exclufive of and in Addition to his Salary of Ten thoufand Pounds a Year, 
provided for him by Act of Parliament as a Member of the Supreme Council, and exclufive of and 
in Addition to his Salary of Six thoufand Pounds a Year as Commander in Chief, appointed for him 
by the Company, and exprefsly fixed to that Amount. 


That the Difobedience and Breach of Truft of which the faid Warren Haftings was guilty in this 
Tranfaction, is highly ageravated by the following Circumftances connected with it: That from 
the Death of Sir John Clavering to the Arrival of Sir Eyre Coote in Bengal, the provifional Com- 
mand of the Army had devolved to, and been vefted in, Brigadier General Giles Stibbert, the eldeft 
Officer on that Eftablifhment; that in this Capacity, and, as the faid Warren Haftings has declared, 
** ftanding no way diftinguifhed from the other Officers in the Army, but by his accidental Succeffion 
to the Firft Place on the Lift,” he, the faid Giles Stibbert, had, by the Recommendation and 
Procurement of the faid Warren Haftings, received and enjoyed a Salary and other Allowances to 
the Amount of Thirteen thoufand Eight hundred and Fifty-four Pounds Twelve Shillings 
per Annum.—-That Sir Eyre Coote, {oon after his Arrival, reprefented to the Board, that a confiderable 
Part of thofe Allowancee, amounting to £.8,220. 10. per Annum, ought to devolve to himfelf, as 
Commander in Chief of the Company’s Forces in India; and ftating, that the faid Giles Stibbert 
could no longer be confidered as Commander in Chief under the Prefidency of Fort William, 
made a formal Demand of the fame=That the faid Warren Haftings, inftead of reducing the 
Allowances of the faid Giles Stibbert to the Eftablifhment at which they ftood during General 
Clavering’s Command, aad for the Continuance of which, after Sir Eyre Coote’s Arrival, there could 
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be no Pretence, continued the Allowances of Thirteen thoufand Bight hundred and F ifty-four 
Pounds Twelve Shillings per Annum to the faid Giles Stibbert; and, at the fame Time, in order 
to appeafe and fatisfy the Demand of the faid Sir Eyre Coote, did create for him that new 
Eftablifhment, hereinbefore fpecified, of Eighteen thoufand Pounds per Annum; infomuch, that 
inftead of the Allowance of Six thoufand Pounds a Year, in liew of Travelling Charges and of all Emolx- 
ments and Allowances whatfoever, to which the Pay and Allowances of Commander in Chief were 
exprefsly limited by the united Act of the Legiflative and Executive Powers of the Company, 
the Annual Charge to be borne by the Company on that Account was encreafed by the faid Warren 
Haftings to the enormous Sum of Thirty-eight thoufand Two hundred and Seventeen Pounds 
Ten Shillings Sterling. 


That on the Firft of November 1779, the faid Warren Haftings did move and carry it in Council, 
** thatthe Refident at the Vizier’s Court fhould be farnifhed with an Account of all the Extra-Allow- 
“* ances and Charges of the Commander in Chief when in the Field, with Orders to add the fame to 
* the Debit of the Vizier’s Account, as a Part of his general Subfidy ; the Charge to commence 
** from the Day on which the General fhall pafs the Carumnaffa, and to continue till his Return to 
“* the fame Line.”—=That this additional Expence, impofed by the faid Warren Haftings on the 
Vizier, was unjuft in itfelf, and a Breach of Treaty with that Prince, the fpecific Amount of the 
Subfidy to be paid by him having been fixed by a Treaty, to which no Addition could juftly be made, 
but at the previous Requifition of the Vizier:—-That the Court of Directors, in their Letter of the 
18th of October 1780, did condemn and prohibit the Continuation of the Allowances above men- 
tioned to Sir Eyre Coote, in the following Words : “‘ Thefe Allowances appear to us in a Light fo very 
‘* extraordinary, and fo repugnant to the Spirit of a Refolution of the General Court of Proprie- 
“* tors, refpecting the Allowance made to General Clavering, that we pofitively direct that they be 
** difcontinued immediately, and no Part thereof paid after the Receipt of this Letter.”—-That on the 
a7th of April 1781, the Governor General and Council, in Obedience to the Orders of the Direc- 
tors, did fignify the fame to the Commiffary General, as an Inftruction to him, that the extraordinary 
Allowances to Sir Eyre Coote /hould be difcontinued, and no Part thereof paid after that Day: That it 
appears, neverthelefs, that the jaid Excra Allowances (amounting to above Twenty thoufand Pounds 
Sterling a Year) were continued to be charged to the Vizier, and paid to Sir Eyre Coote, in Defiance 
of the Orders of the Court of Directors; in Defiance of the confequent Refolution of the Governor 
General and Council; and in Contradiction to the Terms of the original Motion, made by the faid 
Warren Haftings, for adding thofe Allowances to the Debit of the Vizier, viz. “* that they fhould 
* continue tll Sir Eyre Coote’s Return to the Carumnaffa."—That Sir Eyre Coote arrived at 
Calcutta about the End of Auguft 1780, and muft have croffed the Carumnaffa, in his Return from 
Oude, fome Weeks before, when the Charge on the Vizier, if at any Time proper, ought to have 
ceafed:—That it appears that the faid Allowances were continued to be charged againft the Vizier, 
and paid to Sir Eyre Coote, for Three Years after, even while he was ferving in the Carnatic, and 
that this was done by the fole Authority and private Command of the faid Warren Hatftings. 


“a 


That the Eaft India Company, having thought proper to create the Office of Advocate General 
in Bengal, and to appoint Sir John Day to that Office, it was refolved, by a General Court of Pro- 
prietors, that a Salary of £. 3000 a Year fhould be allowed to the faid Sir John Day, in full Confidera- 
tion of all Demands and Allowances whatfoever for bis Services to the Company at the Prefidency of Fort 
William :—T hat the faid Warren Haftings, neverthelefs, fhortly after Sir John Day’s Arrival in Bengal, 
did encreafe the faid Sir John Day’s Salary and Allowances to Six thoufand Pounds a Year, in direct 
Difobedience of the Refolution of the Court of Proprietors, and of the Order of the Court of Direc. 
tors :—-That the Directors, as foon as they were informed of this Proceeding, declared, ‘* that they 
“held sbem/elves bound by the Refolution of the General Court, and that they could not allow it to 
** be difregarded by the Company’s Servants in India;” and ordered that the encreafed Allowances 
fhould be forthwith difcontinued. 


That the faid Warren Haftings, after having firft thought it neceffary, in Obedience to the Orders 
of the Court of Direétors, to ftop the extraordinary Allowance which he had eranted to Sir John 
Day, did afterwards refolve that the Allowance, which had been ftruck off, fhould be repaid to him, 
upon his figning an Obligation to refund the Amount which he might receive, in cafe the Directors 
fhould confirm their former Orders, already Twice given:—=That in this Tranfaction the faid Warren 
Haftings trifled with the Authority of the Company, eluded the repeated Orders of the Direétors, 
and expoled the Company to the Rifk and Uncertainty of recovering, at a diftant Period, and per- 
haps by a Procefs of Law, a Sum of Money which they had pofitively ordered him not to pay. , 


That, in the latter Part of the Year 1776, by the Death of Colonel Monfon, the whole Power of 
the Government of Fort William devolved to the Governor and One Member of the Council ; and 
that from that Time, the Governor General and Council has generally confifted of an even Num- 
ber of Perfons, in Confequence of which the cafting Voice of the faid Warren Haftings has - 
ulually prevailed in the Decilion of all Queftions :—That about the End of the Year 1776, the whole 
Civil Eftablifhment of the faid Government did not exceed £. 205,399 per Annum; that in the 
Year 1783, the faid Civil Eftablifhment had been encreafed to the enormous Annual Sum of 

-92759495.—=That fuch Encreafe in the Civil Eflabtifhment could not have taken place, if the faid 
9 Warren 
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Warren Haftings, who was at the Head of the Government, with the Power annexed to thé 
cafting Voice, had not actively promoted the faid Encreafe, which he had Power to prevent, and 
which it was his Duty to have prevented:—That by fuch immoderate Wafte of the Property of 
his Employers, and by fuch fcandalous Breach of his Fidelity to them, it was the Intention of the 
faid Warren Haftings to gain and fecure the Attachment and Support of a Multitude of Individuals, 
by whofe united Intereft, Influence, and Tk net he hoped to be protected againft any future 
Inquiry into his Conduét :==That it was of itfelf highly criminal in the faid Warren Hattings, to have 
{o wafted the Property of the Eaft India Company, and that the Purpofe, to be obtained by fuch 
Watte, was a great Aggravation of that Crime.——That among the various Inftances of Profufion, 
by which the Civil ftablifhment of Fort William was encreafed to the enormous Annual Sum 
herein before mentioned, it appears that a Salt Office was createds of Six Commiffioners, whofe 
Annual Emoluments were as follows: viz. 


Prefident, or Comptroller, per Annun — — £, 18,480 





1{t Member _ — 13,100 
ad D" ute — — 11,480 
d D* “~ ~ — 13,183 
4th D one on — 6,257 
gth D* ~ — ~— 10,307 

£. 72,807 


Gam enh pe, EE 


That a Board of Revenue was created by the faid Warren Haftings, confifting of Five Commif- 
fioners, whofe annual Emoluments were as follows : viz. 





ift Member, per Annum _ —  £.10,950 
2d D° — ous _— 9,100 
d D° we ome — 9,100 
4th D® _ — — 9,100 
5th D° a eoba wosin 9,100 

£. 475350 


Ciipiea 


That David Anderfon, Efq; Firft Member of the faid Board, did not execute the Duties though 
he received the Emoluments of the faid Office; having aéteds for the greateft Part of the Times 
as Ambaffador to Madajee Scindia, with a further Salary of £. 4,280 a Year, making in all 
£. 15,230 a Year. 


That the faid Warren Haftings did create an Office of Agent Victualler to the Garrifon of 
Fort William ; whofe Profits, on an Average of Three Years, were £. 15,970 per Annum :—That 
this Agency was held by the Poftmafter General, who, in that Capacity received {2,200 a Year 
from the Cais any, and who was actually no higher than a Writer in the Service :—That the 
Perfon who held thefe lucrative Offices, viz. John Belli, was private Secretary to the faid 
Warren Hatftings. 


That the faid Warren Haftings created a nominal Office of Refident at Goa, where the Com- 
pany never had a Refident, nor Bufinefs of any Kind to tranfact, and gave the faid nominal 
Office to a Perfon who was not a Covenanted Servant of the Company, with an Allowance of 
£. 49280 a Year. 


That thefe Inftances are Proofs of a criminal Profufion and high Breach of Truft to the India 
Company in the faid Warren Haftings, under whofe Government, and by Means of whofe 
fpecial Power, derived from the Effect of his cafting Voice, all the faid Wafte and Profufion did take 
Place, 


That at the End of the Year 1780, when, as the Court of Directors affirm, she Company were 
in the utmoft Diftrefs for Money, and almoft every Department in Arrear, and when it appears, that there 
was a preat Scarcity and urgent Want of Grain at Fort St. George, the faid Warren Hatftings 
did accept of a Propofal ae tohim by James Peter Auriol, then Secretary to the Council, to 
fupply the Prefidency of Fort St, George with Rice and other Articles, and did appoint the faid 
Auriol to be the Agent for fupplying al] the other Prefidencies with thofe Articles :—-That the 
faid Warren Haftings declared, that the Intention of the Appointment “ was moft likely to be 
** fulfilled by a liberal Confideration of it,” and therefore allowed the faid Auriol a Com- 
miffion of 15 per Cent. on the Whole of his Difourfements; thereby rendering it the direct 
Intereft of the faid Auriol to make his Difburfements as great as poffible :-—-That the Chance of 
Capture by the Enemy, or Danger of the Sea, was to be at the Rifque of the India Company, and 
ee of the faid Auriol That the faid Warren Haftings declared perfonally to the faid sal, 
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“' that this Poft was mtended as a Reward for his long and faithful Services."—-That the Prefident and 
Council of Bombay did remonftrate againft what they called the enormous Amount of the Charges of 
the Rice with which they were fupplied, which they ftate td be Nine Rupees a Bag at Cal- 
cutta, when they themfelves could haye contracted far its Delivery at Bombay, free of all — and 
Charges, at Five Rupees and Three Sixteenths per Bag; and that even at Madras, where the Diftrefs 
and Demand was greatelt, the Supplies of Grain by private Traders charged to the Company, were, 
Nineteen per Cent, cheaper than that fupplied by the bid Auriol, exclufive of the Rifque of the Sea 
and of Capture by the nemy.—That ‘ ‘is tated by the Court of Diredtors, that the Agent’s Com. 
tiffion on a Supply of @ jingle Year (the faid Commiffion being not only charged on ‘the Prime Coft 
of the Rice, but alfo on thé Freight and all other Charges) would amount to Pounds Sterling 
Twenty-fix thouland Eight handed and ‘Seventy-three, and by the faid Auriol himfelf is admitted to 
amount to £.18,292 :—-That William Larkins, the Accomptant General at Fort William, having 
been ordered to examine the Accounts of the faid Agent, did report ta the Governor General and’ 
Council, that he found them to be corre in the Additions and Calculations ; and that then the faid Lar- 
kins adds the following Declaration: “ The Agent deing ypon Honour with Refpect to the Sums 
** charged in his Accounts for the Coft of the Articles fupplied, I did not think myfelf authorized 
“to require any Voucher of the Sums charged for the Demurrage of Sloops, either as to the Timeof 
“© Detention, or the Rate of the Charge, or of thofe for the Articles loft in going down the River ; 
** and on that Ground I thought myfelf equally bound to admit the Sums acknowledged as received 
** for the Sales of Goads returned, without requiring Vouchers of the Rates at which they were 
< fold.”—That, in this Tranfaction, the faid Warren Haftings has been guilty of a high Breach of 
Truft and Duty, in the unneceffary Expenditure of the Company’s Money, and in fubjecting the 
Company to a Profufion of Expence, at all Times whally unjuftifiable, but particularly at the Time 
When that Expence was incurret.——That the faid Warren Haftings was guilty of Breach of Orders, 
as well as Bieach of Truft, in not Advertifing generally for Propofals ; in not Contraéting indifferently 
for the Supplies with fuch Merchants as might offer to furnith them on the lowelt Terms ; in giving 
an eno1mous Commiffion to an Agent, and that Commiffion not confined to the Prime Coft of the Ar- 
ticles, but to be computed on the Whole of his Charges; in accepting of the Honour of the faid Agent 
as a fufficient Voucher for the Coft of the Articles {upplied, and for all Charges whatever, on which 
his Commiuffion was to be computed; and finally, in giving a lucrative Agency for the Supply of a 
diftreffed and ftarving Province, as a Reward to a Secretary of State, whofe Labours in that apacity 
ought to have been rewarded by an avowed Public Salary, and not otherwifee=-That, after the Firft 
Year of the faid Agency was expired, the faid Warren ‘Haftings did agree, that for the future the 
Commiffion to be drawn by the faid Agent, fhould be reduced to Five per Cent. which the Gover- 
nor General and Council then declared to be the cuftomary Amount drawn by Merchants, but that, 
even in this Reduction of the Conimiffion, the faid Warten Haltings was guilty of a Deception, and 
did not in Fact reduce the Commiffion from 15 to 5 per Cent. having immediately after refolved 
that he, the Agent, fhould be allowed the current Intereft of Caleutta upon all his Drafts on the 
Treafury from the Day of their Dates, until they fhould be completely liquidated: That the legal 
ape of Money in Bengal is Twelve per Cent, per Annum, and the current Intereft from 8 tg Tq 
per Cent, in See as 
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T HAT, before the Appointment of the Governor General and Council of Fort William by 
A& of Parliament, the Allowances made by the Eaft India Company to the Prefidents of that 
Government were abundantly fufficient; and that the faid Prefidents in general, and the faid Warren 
Haftings particularly, was reftrained by a {pecific Covenant and Indenture, which he entered into 
with the Company, from accepting any Gifts, Rewards, or Gratuities whatfoever, on any Account 
or Pretence whatfoever :—That, in the regulating Act paffed in the Year 1773, which appointed 
the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, a Salary of 
{. 25,000 a Year was eftablifhed for him, to which the Court of Directors added, ‘that he fhould 
* enjoy their principal Houfes, with the Plate and Furniture, both in Town and Country, Rent- 
“* free.” That the fame Law, which created the Office, and provided the Salary of the faid Warren 
Haftings, did exprefsly, and in the cleareft and moft comprehenfive Terms that could be devifed, 
prohibit him from receiving any Prefent, Gift, or Donationy in any Manner, or on any Account 
whatfoever ; and that the faid Warren Haftings perfetly underftood the Meaning, and acknow- 
ledged the binding Force of this Prohibition, before he accepted of the Office to which it was annexed. 
He knew, and had declared, that she Probibition was pofitive and decifive; that it admitted neither 
of Refinement or Mifconftruction, and that, in bis Opinion, an Oppofition would be to incur the Penalty. 


That, notwithftanding the Covenants and Engagements above-mentioned, it appears in the recorded 
Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Fort William, that fundry Charges have been 
brought againft the faid Warren Haftings for Gifts or Prefents corruptly taken by him before the 
Promulgation of the Act of 1773 in India, and that thefe Charges were produced at the Council 
Board, in the Prefence of the faid Warren Haftings: That, in March 1775, the late Rajah Nuncomar, 
a Native Hindoo, of the higheft Caft in his Religion, and of the higheft Rank in Society, by the 
Offices which he had held under the Country Government, did lay before the Council an Account 
of various Sums of Money paid by him to the faid Warren Haftings, amounting to £. 40,000 and 
upwards, for Offices and Employments corruptly difpofed of by the faid Warren Haftings, and did 
offer and engage to prove and eftablifh the fame by fufficient Evidence.—that this Account is ftated 
with a minute Particularity and Precifion; the Date of cach Payment, down to that of {mall Sums, 
is fpecified ; the various Coins in which fuch Payments were feverally made, are diftinguifhed ; 
and the different Perfons through whofe Hands the Money paffed into thofe of the faid Warren 
Haftings are named ;—That fuch Particularity on the Face of fuch a Charge, fuppofing it falfe, 
is favourable to the Party wrongfully accufed, and expofes the Accufer to an Inftant and ealy De- 
tection ; for though, as the faid Warren Haftings himfelf has obferved on another Occafion, 
“© Papers may be forged, and Evidences may appear in Numbers, to atteft them, yet it mutt 


* always be an eafy Matter to detect the I’alfity of any forged Paper produced, by examining pat 


© the Witneffes feparately, and fubyecting them to a fub{equent Crofs xamination, in which Cafe, 
“if falfe, they will not be able to perfevere in One regular confiftent Story.” 


Whereas, if no Advantage be taken of fuch Particularity in the Charge, to deteé&t the Falfehood 
thereof, and if no Attempt to difprove it, and no Defence whatever be made, a Prefumption 
juftly and reafonably arifes in Favour of the Truth of fuch Charge.—That the faid Warren Haftings, 
inftead of offering any Thing in his Defence, declared, that be would not fuffer Nuncomar to appear 
before the Board as bis Accufer—That he attempted to indict his faid Accufer for a Confpiracy, in 
which he failed; and that the faid Raja Nuncomar was foon after, and while his Charge againft the 
faid Warren Haftings was depending before the Council, indicted upon an Englifh penal Statute, 
which does not extend even to Scotland*, before the Supreme Court of Judicature, for an Offence 
faid to have been committed feveral Years before, and not Capital by the Laws of India, and was 
condemned and executed.—That the Evidence of this Man, not having been encountered at the 
Time, when it might and ought to have been, by the faid Warren Haftings, remains juftly in 
Force againft him, and is not abated by the Capital Punifhment of the faid Nuncomar, but rather 
confirmed by the Time and Circumftances in which the Accufer of the faid Warren Hattings fuf- 
fered Death.—-That one of the Offices, for which a Part of the Money above-mentioned is ftated 
to have been paid to the faid Warren Haftings, was given by him to Munny Begum, the Widow of 
the late Myr fatter Nabob of Bengal, whofe Son, by another Woman, holds that Title at prefent. 
That the faid Warren Haftings had been inftructed by the Court of Directors of the Eaft 
India Company to appoint “ @ Minifer to tranfact the Political Affairs of the Government, and to 
“6 felec for that Purpofe fome Perfon well qualified for the Affairs of Government, to be the 
‘* Minifter and Guardian of the Nabob’s Minority.”—-That, for thefe Offices, and for the Execu- 
~~ ea feveral Duties belonging to them, the oe Hattings {elected and appointed the 
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. faid Munny Begum, a Woman evidently unqualified for, and incapable of fuch Offices, and reftrains 
ed from aéting in fuch Capacities, by her neceffary Seclufion fom the World, and Retirernent 
De. p.ié, in a Seraglio—That a confiderable Deficiency or Embezzlement appearing in this Woman's 
Account of the young Nabob’s Stipend, fhe voluntarily declared, by a Writing under her Seal, 
that fhe had given £. 15,000 to the faid Warren Haftings, for an Entertainment; which De- 
claration correfponds with, and confirms that Part of the Charge produced by Raja Nuncomar, to 
which it relates.—-That neither this, nor any other Part of the hid Charge, has been at any Time 
D°, P.ig.sth directly denied or difputed by the faid Warren Haftings, though made to his Face, and though 
May 1775 he was repeatedly accufed by his Colleagues, who were appointed by Parliament at the fame Time 
with himéfelf, of Peculation of every Sort.—-That, inftead of promoting a {trict Enquiry into his 
Conduct for the Clearance of his Innocence and Honour, he did repeatedly endeavour to elude and 
ftifle all Enquiry, by attempting to diffolve the Meetings of the Council at which fuch Charges 
were produced, and by other Means, and has not fince taken any Steps to difprove or refute the 
iithRep. Pear fame—That the faid Warren Haftings, fo long ago as September 1775, affured the Court of 
Directors, “ That it was his fixed Determination moft fully and liberally to explain every Circum- 
** ftance of his Conduét on the Points on which he had been injurioufly arraigned, and to afford 
“* them the cleareft Convicton of his own Integrity, and of the Propriety of his Motives for de- 
** clining a prefent Defence of it;” and having never fince given to the Court of Directors any 
Explanation whatever, much lefs the full and liberal Explanation he had promifed fo répeatedly, 
has thereby abandoned even that late and protracted Defence, which he himfelf muft have thought nes 
ceffary to be made at fome Time or other; and which he would be thought to have deferred to a 
Period more fuitable and convenient than that in which the Facts were recent, and the Impreffion 
of thefe, and other Charges of the fame Nature againft him, was frefh and unimpaired in the Minds 
of Men. 


Apendixtorth = =That on the 30th of March 1775 a Member of the Council produced and laid before the 
Repieh Board a Petition from Mir Zein Abul Dheen, (formerly Farmer of a Diftri€t, and who had beea 

in creditable Stations) fetting forth, that Khan Jehan Cawn, then Phoufdar of Houghly, had ob- 

tained that Office from the faid Warren Haftings, with a Salary of Seventy-two thoufand Sicca Ru- 

pees a Year, and that the faid Phoufdar had given a Receipt of Bribe to the Patron of the City, mean- 

ing Warren Haftings, to pay him Annually Thirty-Gx thoufand Rupees a Year, and alfo to his Ban- 

yan, Cantoo Baboo, Four thoufand Rupees a Year, out of the Salary above mentioned.—Thae by 

the 35th Article of the Inftructions given to the Governor General and Council, they are directed 

** immediately to caufe the ftricteft Enquiry to be made into all Oppreffions, which might have been 
* committed either againft the Natives or Europeans, and into all Abufes that might have pre. 
** vailed in the Collection of the Revenues, or any Part of the Civil Government of the Prefidency, 
© and to communicate to the Directors all Information which they might be able to obtain relative 
“ thereto, or to any Diffipation or Embezzlement of the Company’s Money.”— That the above Pe- 
tition and Initru€tion having been read in Council, it was moved that the Petitioner fhould be ordered 
to attend the next Day to make good his Charge-—That the faid Warren Haltings declared, “ that 
‘*it appeared to him to be the Purpofe of the Majority to make him the fole Objeét of their Per- 
** fonal Accacks—That they had taken their Line, and might purfue it.—That he fhould hve other 
“* Remarks to make upon this Tranfaction, but as they would be equally applicable to many others, 
“ which in the Courle of this Bufinefs were likely to be brought before the Board, he fhould fay 
‘“ no more on the Subject ;"=-and he objected to the Motion.—-That by the preceding Declaration, 
the faid Warren Haftings did admit, that many other Charges were likely to be brought againft him, 
and that fuch Charges would be of a fimilar Nature to the Firft, viz. a corrupt bargaining for the 
Difpofal of a great Office, fince he declared that his Remarks on that Tranfaction would be equally 
applicable to the reft; and that, by objecting to the Motion for the Perfonal Attendance of the Ac- 
culer, he refifted and difobeyed the Company’s Inftru€tions; and did, as far as depended on his 
Power, endeavour to obftruét and prevent all Enquiry into the Charge. That in fo doing, he failed in 
his Duty to the Company ; he difobeyed their exprefs Orders, and did leave the Charge againit himfelf 
without 4 Reply, and even without a Denials and with that unavoidable Prefumption againtt his 
Innocence, which lies againft every Perfon accufed, who not only refufes to plead, but, as far as his Vote 
goes, endeavours to prevent an Examination of the Charge, and to ftifle all Inquify into the Truth of 
it—That the Motion having been neverthelefs carried, the faid Warren Haftings did, on the Day 
following, declare, ‘* that he could not fit to be confronted with fuch Accufers, nor fuffer a Judi- 
* cial Inquiry into his Conduct, at the Board of which he was Prefident ; and declared the Meeting of 
*¢ the Board diffolved.”"—T hat the Board continued to fit and examine Witneffes, Servants of the Phout 
dar, on Oath and written Evidence, being Letters under the Hand and Seal of the Phoufdar, all direélly 
tending to prove the Charge; viz. that out of the Salary of Seventy-two thoufand Rupees a Year 
paid by the Company, the laid Phoufdar received but Thirty-two thoufand, and that the Remainder 
was received by the faid Warren Haftings and his Banyan.—That the Phoufdar, though repeatedly 
ordered to attend the Board, did, under various Pretences, decline attending, until the 19th of May, 
when the Letters ftated to be his, that is, under his Hand and Seal, being thewn to him, it was. pro- 
pofed by a Member of the Board, that he fhould be afked, whether he had any Objection to {wear to 
the Truth of fuch Anfwers as he might make to the Queftions propofed by the Board.—-That the faid 
Warren Haftings objected to his being put to his Oath.—That the Queftion was neverthelefs put to 


him, 


ea 
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him, in Confequence of a Refolution of the Board.—That he firft declined to {wear, under Prétenice 
that it was a Matter of ferious Confequence to bis Charaéier to take an Oath; and, when it was finally 
left to his Option, he declared, “ Mean People might fwear, but that his Character would not 
“ allow him; that he could not fwear, and had rather fubjeét himfelf to a Lofs.”—-That the Evi- 
dence in Support of the Charge being on Oath, was in this Mahner left uncontradicted ; that 
it was admitted by the faid Warren Haftings, that neither Muffulmen or Hindoos are forbid- 
den by the Precepts of their Religion to fwear. That it is not true, as the faid Warren Haftings 
afferted, that it was repugnant to the Manners either of Hindoos or Muffulmen; and that if, under 
fuch Pretences, the Natives were to be exempted from taking an Oath, when examined by the Go- 
vernor and Council, all the Inquiries pointed out to them by the Company’s Inftructions might 
ftop-or be defeated—That no valid Reafon was, or could be affigned, why the faid Phoufdar fhould 
not be examined on Oath, that the Charge was not againft himfelf; and thar, if any Queftions 
had been put to hitn, tending to make him accufe himfelf, he might have declined to anfwer them. 
—That, if he could have fafely fworn to the Innocence of the faid Warren Haftings, from whom he 
received his Employment, he was bound in Gratitude, as well as Juttice, to the faid Warren Hatt. 
ings, to have confented to be examined on Oath.—That not having done fo, and having been fup- 
ported and abetted in his Refufal, by the faid Warren Haftings himfelf, whofe Character and Honour 
were immediately at Stake, the Whole of the Evidence for the Truth of the Charge remains unan- 
fwered, and in full Force againft the faid Warren Haflings, who on this Occafion recurred to the 
Declaration he had before made to the Directors, viz. ‘‘ That he would moft fully and liberally ex- 
“ plain every Circumftance of his Conduct,” but has never fince that Time given the Directors any 
Explanation whatfoever of his faid Conduét.—And finally, that when the Court of Direétors, in 
January 1776, referred the Queftion (concerning the Legality of the Power affumed, and repeat- 
edly exercifed by the faid Warren Haftings, of diffolving the Council at his Pleafure) to the late 
Charles Sayer, then Standing Council of the Eaft India Company, the faid Charles Sayer declared 
his Opinion in Favour of the Power; but concerning the Ule and I-xercife of it, in the Cafes ftated, 
did declare his Opinion in the following Words: ‘* I believe he, Warren Haftings, is the firft Go- 
“ vernor that ever diffolved a Council inquiring into his Behaviour, when he was innocent.” Before 
he could fummon Three Councils, and diffolve them, he had Time fully to confider what would be 
the Refult of fuch Conduct, to convince every Body beyond a Doubt of bis confcious Guilt. 


That by a Refolution of a Majority of the Council, conftituting a lawful A@ of the Governor 
General and Council, the faid Khan Jehan Khan was difmiffed from the Office of Phoufdar of 
Hughly, for a Contempt of the Authority of the Board.—That, within a few Weeks after the 
Death of the late Colonel Monfon, the Number of the Council being then even, and all Queftions 
being then determined by the Governor General's cafting Voice, the faid Warren Haftings did move, 
and carry it in Council, that the faid Khan Jehan Khan fhould be reftored to his Office ;—and 
that Reftoration not having been preceded, accompanied, or followed by any Explanation or Defence 
whatfoever, or even by a Denial of the fpecific and circumflantial Charge of Collufion with the faid 
Khan Jehan Khan, has confirmed the Truth of the faid Charge. 


That, befides the Sums charged to have been paid to the faid Warren Haftings by the faid Nun- 
comar, and Munny Begum, and Khan Jehan Khan, and befides the Sum of £. 110,000, already 
mentioned to have been accepted without Hefitation by him as a Prefent on the Part of the Nabob 
of Oude and that of his Minifters, the Circumftances of which have been particularly reported to 
the Houfe of Commons, it appears by the Confeffion of the faid Warren Haftings, that he has, 
at different Times fince the Promulgation of the A&t of 1773, received various other Sums, 
contrary to the exprefs Prohibition of the faid Act, and his own declared Senfe of the evident Intent 
and Obligation thereof—That in the Month of June 1780, the faid Warren Haftings made to the 
Council, what he called ‘* a very unufual Tender, by offering to exonerate the Company from the 
‘* Expence of a particular Meafure, and to take st upon bim/elf; declaring that he had already depo- 
** fied Two Lacks of Rupees (or Twenty-three thoufand Pounds) in the Hands of the Com- 
*° pany’s Sub-Treafurer for that Service.” That in a fubfequent Letter, dated the 29th of No- 
vember 1780, he informed the Court of Direétors, that ‘* this Money, by whatever Means it 
“© came into their Poffeffion, was not bis own ;” but he did not then, nor has he at any Time fince 
made known to the Court of Directors from whom, or on what Account, he received that 
Money, as it was his Duty to have dane in the firft Inftance; and, notwithftanding the faid Directors 
fignified to him their Expectation that he fhould communicate to them “ immediate Information 
“ of the Channel by which this Money came into his Poffeffion, with a compleat IIluftration of the 
** Caufe,or Caufes of fo extraordinary an Event :”—But, from Evidence examined in England, 
it has been difcovered that this Money was received by the faid Warren Haftings from Cheyt Sing, 
the Rajah of Benares, who was foon after difpoffeffed of all his Property, and driven from his Country 
and Government by the faid Warren Haftings. 


That notwiftanding the Declaration made by the faid Warren Haftings, that he had adtually depo- 
fited the Sum above-mentioned in the Hands of the Company’s Sub-Treafurer for their Service, 
does not appear, that ‘* any Entry whatfoever of that, or any other Payment by the Governor 
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** General, was made in the Treafury Accounts, at or about the Time,” nor is there any Trace, 
in the Company’s Books, of its being actually paid into their Treafury. 


It appears then, by the Confeffion of the faid Warren Haftings, that this Money was re- 
sakes by him; but it does not appear that he has converted it to the Property and Ufe of the 
ompany. 


That in a Letter from the faid Warren Haftings to the faid Court of Directors, dated the 
22d of May 1782, but not difpatched, as it might and ought to have been at that Time, but de 
tained and kept back by the faid Warren Haftings till the 16th of December following, he has con- 
feffed the Receipt of various other Sums, amounting (with that which he accepted from the Nabob 
of Oude) to nearly £. 200,000, which Sums he affirmed had been converted to the Company’s 
Property through his Means, but without difcovering from: whom, or on what Account he received 
the fame.—That, inftead of converting this Money to the Company’s Property, as he affirmed he 
had done, it appears that he had lent the greater Part of it to the Company upon Bonds bearing 
Intereft, which Bonds were demanded and received by him, and, for aught that yet appears, have 
never been given up or cancelled.<=That for another confiderable Part of the above-mentioned Sum 
he has taken Credit to himfelf, as for a Depofit of his own Property, and therefore demandable by 
him out of the Company’s Treafury, at his Difcretion—That all Sums fo lent or depofited are not 
alienated from the Perfon who lends or depofits the fame, confequently, that the Declaration made by 
the faid Warren Haftings, that he had converted the Whole of thefe Sums to the Company's Property, 
was not true; nor would fuch a Transfer, if it had really been made, have juftified the faid Warren 
Haftings in originally receiving the Money ; which being, in the firft Inftance, contrary to Law, 
could not be rendered lepal by any fubfequent Difpofition or Application thereof; much lefs would 
it have juftified the faid Warren Haftings in delaying to make a Difcovery of thefe Tranfactions to 
the Court of Dire¢tors, until he had heard of the Enquiries then begun, and proceeding in Parlia- 
ment, in finally making a Difcovery, fuch as it is, in Terms the moft intricate, obfcure, and contra- 
diftory. That, inftead of that full and clear Explanation of his Conduct, which the Court of Di- 
rectors demanded, and which the faid Warren Haftings was bound to give them, he has contented 
himfelf with telling the faid Dire@ors, that ‘* if this Matter was to be expofed to the View of the 
** Public, his Reafons for acting as he had done might furnifh a Variety of Conjectures, to which 
* it would be of little Ufe to reply. That he either chofe to conceal the firft Receipts from 
“© Public Curiofity, by receiving Bonds for the Amount, or poffibly aéted without any ftudied Defign 
“© which his Memory could at that Diftance of Time verify; and that he could have concealed them 
** from their Eye, and that of the Public, for ever.” That the Difcovery, as far as it goes, eftablifhes 
the Guilt of the faid Warren Haftings, in taking Money againft Law, but does not warrant a 
Conclufion that he has difcovered a/? that he may have taken. That, on the contrary, fuch 
Difcovery not being made in proper Time, and, when made, being imperfeét, perplexed, and wholly 
unfatisfactory, leads to a juft and reafonable Prefumption, thafother Faéts of the fame Nature have 
been concealed, fince thofe which he has confefled might have been for ever; and that this partial 
Confeffion was either extorted from the faid Warren Haftings by the Dread of Detection, or made 
with a View of removing Sufpicion, and preventing any further Inquiry into his Conduct, 


That the faid Warren Haftings, ina Letter to the Court of Directors, dated 21fl of February 
1784, has confeffed his having privately recetved another Sum of Money, the Amount of which he 
has not declared, but which, from the Application he fays he has made of it, could not be lefs than 
Thirty-four thoufand Pounds Sterling. —That he has not informed the Directors from whom he re- 
ceived this Money, at what Time, nor on what Account; but, on the contrary, has attempted to 
juttify the Receipt of it, which was illegal, by the Application of it, which was unauthorized and 
unwarrantable, and which, if admitted as a Reafon for receiving Money privately, would conftitute a 
Precedent of the moft dangerous Nature to the Company’s Service.—That in attempting to juftify 
the Receipt and Application of the faid Money, he has endeavoured to eftablifh Principles of Con- 
du& in a Governor, which tend to fubvert all Order and Regularity in the Conduct of Public Bufi- 
nefs, to encourage and facilitate Fraud and Corruption in all Offices of peeuniary Truft, and to defeat 
all Enquiry into the Mifconduét of any Perfon in whom pecuniary Truft is repofed.—That the faid 
Warren Haftings, in his Letter above mentioned, has made a Declaration to the Court of Directors, 
in the following Terms :-‘* Having had Occafion to difburfe from my own Cafh many Sums, which 
‘© though required to enable me to execute the Duties of my Station, I have hitherto omitted to 
* enter in my public Accounts, and my own Fortune being unequal to fo heavy a Charge, I have 
* refolved to reimburfe myfelf in a Mode the moft fuitable to the Situation of your Affairs, by 
* charging the fame in my Barbar Accounts of the prefent Year, and crediting them by a Sum 
“* privately received, and appropriated to your Service in the fame Manner with other Sums received 
© on Account of the Honourable Company, and already carried to their Account.”—That, at the 
Time of writing this Letter the faid Warren Haftings had been in Poffeffion of the Govern- 
ment of Fort William about Twelve Years, with a clear Salary, or avowed Emoluments, at no 
Time lefs than Twenty-five thoufand Pounds Sterling a Year, exclufive of which all the principal 
Expences of his Refidence were paid for by the Company.—That if the Services mentioned by 
him were required to enable him to execute the Duties of his Station, he ought not to a 
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omitted to enter them in his public Accounts, at the Times when the Expences were incurreds 
That if ic was true, as he affirtns, that when he firft engaged in thefe Iixpences he had no Intention 
to carry them to the Account of the Company, there was no fubfequent Change in his Situation 
which could juftify his departing from that Intentlon.—That if his own Fortune, in the Year 1784, 
was unequal to fo heavy a Charge, the State of his Fortune, at any earlier Period, mult have been 
ftill more unequal to fo heavy a Charge.—=-That the Fact fo alferted by the faid Warren Haflings 
leads direétly to an Inference palpably falfe and abfurd, viz. That the longer a Governor General 
holds that lucrative Office, the poorer he muft become.—That neither would the Affertion, if it were 
true, nor the Inference, if ir were admitted, juftify the Conduct avowed by the faid Warren Laftings, 
in refolving to reimburfe himfelf out of the Company’s Property, without their Confent or Know- 
Jedge.—That the Account tran{mitted in this Letter is ftiled by himfelf an Aggregate of @ contingent 
Account of Twelve Years.—That all contingent Accounts fhould be fubmitted to thofe who ought to have 
an Official Controul over them, at Annual or other fhorter Periods, in order that the Expence already 
incurred may be checked and examined, and fimilar Expences, if difapproved of, may be prohibited 
in Time; that, after a very long Period is elapfed, all Check and Controul over fuch Expences 1s 
impracticable; and, if ic were practicable in the prefent Inftance, would be compleatly ufelefs, fince 
the faid Warren Haftings, without waiting for the Confent of the Directors, did refolve to reimbur fe 
bimfelf.—That the Conduct of the faid Warren Haftings, in withholding thefe Accounts for Twelve 
Years together, and then refolving to reimburfe himfelf without the Confent of his Employers, has 
been fraudulent in the Firft Inftance, and in the Second amounts to a Denial and Mockery of the Au- 
thority placed over him by Law; and that he has thereby fet a dangerous Example to his Suc- 
ceffors, and to every Man in Truft or Office under him.—That the Mode in which he has reim- 
burfed himfelf, is a Crime of a much higher Order, and greatly aggravates whatever was already 
Criminal in the other Parts of this Tranfaction. That the faid Warren Haftings, in declaring that he 
fhould reimburfe himfelf, by crediting the Company by a Sum privately received, has acknowledged 
himfelf guilty of an illegal Act, in receiving Money privately.——That he has fuppreffed or withheld 
every Particular which could throw any Light on a Conduct fo fufpicious in a Governor, as the private 
Receipt of Money. —That the general Confeffion of the private Receipt of a large Sum in Grofs, in 
which no Circumftance of Time, Place, Occafion, or Perfon, nor even the Amount is fpecified, 
tends to cover or protect any Act of the fame Nature (as far as a general Confeffion can protect fuch 
Aéts) which may be detected hereafter, and which in Faé& may not make Partof the grofs Sum fo 
confeffed, and that it tends to perplex and defeat all Enquiry into fuch Pradctices.—That the faid 
Warren Hattings, in ftating to the Directors that he has refolved to reimburfe himfelf in @ Mode 
the moft fuitable to the Situation of their Affairs, viz. by receiving Money privately againft Law, has 
{tated a Prefumption highly injurious to the Integrity of the faid Directors; viz. that they will not 
object to, or even inquire into any extraordinary Expences, incurred and charged by their Governors in 
India, provided fuch Expences are reimburfed by Money privately and illegally received.—That he 
has not explained what that Situation of their Affairs was or could be, to which fo dangerous and 
corrupt a Principle was or might be applied.—That no Evidence has been produced to prove that it 
_-was true, nor any Ground of Argument ftated to fhew that it might be credible, that any Native of 
India had voluntarily and gratuitoufly given Money privately to the faid Warren Haftings, that is, 
without fome Profpect of a Benefit in Return, or fome Dread of his Refentment, if he refufed.— 
That it is not a Thing to be believed, that any Native would give large Sums privately to a Go- 
vernor, which he refuled to give or lend publicly to Government, unlefs it were to derive fome 
adequate fecret Advantage from the Favour, or to avoid fome Mifthief from the Enmity of fuch 
Governor. That the late Confeffions made by the faid Warren Haftings, of Money received againft 
Law, are no Proof that he did not originally intend to appropriate the fame to his own Ufe, fuch 
Confeffions having been made at a fufpicious Mgment, when, and not before, he was apprized of the 
Inquiries commenced in the Houfe of Commons, and when a Dread of the Confequence of thofe 
Inquiries might aét upon his Mind ; that fuch Confeffions, from the obfcure, intricate, and contra- 
dictory Manner in which they are made, imply Guilt in the faid Warren Haftings, as far as they gos 
that they do not furnifh any Colour of Reafon to conclude that he has confeffed all the Money which he 
may have corruptly received ; but that, on the contrary, they warrant a juft and reafonable Pre- 


fumption, that in difcovering fome Part of the Bribes he had received, he hoped to lull Sufpicion, 
and thereby conceal and fecure the reft. 


That the Court of Directors, when the former Accounts of thefe Tranfaétions came before them, 
did thew an evident Difpofition not to cenfure the faid Warren Haftings, but to give the moft fa- 
vourable Conftruction to his Conduct; that neverthelefs they found themfelves obliged * to confefs 
** that the Statement of thofe Tranfactions appeared to them in many Parts fo unintelligible, that they 


** felt themfelves under the Neceffity of calling on the Governor General for an Explanation, agree- 
“ ably to his Promife voluntarily made to them.” 


That their Letter, containing this Requifition, was received in Bengal, in the Month of Auguit 
1784, and that the faid Warren Haftings did not embark for England until the 2d of February 
1785, but made no Reply to that Letter before his Departure, owing, as he has fince faid, to « 
Variety of other more important Occupations.—=That, under Pretence of {uch Occupations, he neglected 


to tranfmit to the Court of Directors a Copy of a Paper, which, he fays, contained the on/y Account 
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he ever kept of the Tranfaction. That fuch a Paper, or a Copy of it, might have been tranfmit- 
ted, without interrupting other important Occupations, if any could be more important than that of 
giving a clear and fatisfaflory Anfwer to the Requifition of the Direé&tors. That, fince his Arrival 
in England, he has written a Letter to the Chairman of that Court, profeffedly in Anfwer to their 
Letter above-mentioned, but in Fact giving no Explanation or Satisfaction whatfoever on the Points 
which they had declared to be unintelligible. That the Terms of his Letter are ambiguous and 
obfcure, fuch as a guilry Man might have Recourfe to, in order to cover his Guilt, but fuch as no in- 
nocent Man, from whom nothing was required but to clear his Innocence, by giving plain An- 
{wers to plain Queftions, could poffibly have made Ufe of. That in his Letter of the sith of July 
1785 he fays, “* That he has been kindly apprized, that the Information required as above was 
** yet expected from bim: That the Submiffion, which his Refpect would have enjoined him to pay to 
** the Command impofed on him was /of to bis Recollection, perhaps, from the ftronger Impreffion, 
*¢ which the firft and diftant Perufal of it had left on his Mind, that it was rather intended as a Re- 
‘¢ prehenfion for fomething which had given Offence in his Report of the original Tranfaction, than 
** as expreffive of any Want of a further Elucidation of it.” 


That the faid Warren Haftings, in affecting to doubt whether the Information exprefsly required 
of him by his Employers, was expected or not, has endeavoured to juftify a criminal Delay and Eva- 
fion in giving it-That, confidering the Importance of the Subject, and the recent Date of the 
Command, it is not poffible that s¢ could be loft to bis Recollefion, much lefs is it poffible that he 
could have underftood the fpecific Demand of an Anfwer to fpecific Queftions to be intended only 
as a Reprehenfion for a former Offence ; viz. the Offence of withholding from the Directors that very 
Explanation which he ought to have given in the Firft Inftance.—-That the faid Warren Hattings, in his 
Anf{wer to the faid Queftions, cautioufly avoids affirming or dehying any Thing, in clear pofitive Terms, 
and profeffes to recolleét nothing with abfolute Certainty.—That he has not, even now, informed the 
Directors of the Name of any one Perfon from whom any Part of the Money in Queftion was received, 
nor what was the Motive of any one Perfon for giving the fame.—That he has, indeed, declared that 
his Motive for lending to the Company, or depofiting in their Treafury, in his own Name, Money 
which he has, in other Places, declared to be their Property, was to avoid Oftentation, and that 
lending the Money was the leaft liable to Reflection; yet, when he has ftated thefe and other conjectural 
Motives for bis own Conduct, he declares be will not affirm, though be is firmly perfuaded, that thofe were 
bis Sentiments on the Occafion. That of one Thing only the faid Warren Hattings declares he is cer- 
tain; viz. “* That it was his Defign originally to have concealed the Receipt of all the Sums, except 
** the Second, even from the Knowledge of the Court of Direétors ; but that when Fortune threwa — 
“ Sum in his Way of a Magnitude which could not be concealed, and the peculiar Delicacy of his Si- 
“ tuation, at the Time in which he received it, made him more circumfpect of Appearances, he 
* chofe to apprize his Employers of it.’—That the faid Warren Haftings informs the Direétors that’ 
he had indorfed the Bonds taken by him for Money belonging to the Company, and lent by him 
to the Company, in order to guard againft their becoming a Claim on the Company, as Part of bis 
Eftate in the Event of bis Death; but he has not affirmed, nor does it any where appear, that he 
has furrendered the faid Bonds, as he ought to have done. That the faid Warren Haftings, in affirm. 
ing that he had not Time to anfwer the Queftions put to him by the Dire¢tors, while he was in Bengalmy 
in not bringing with him to England the Documents neceffary to enable him to anfwer thofe Queftions, 
or in pretending that he has not brought them—in referring the Directors back again to Bengal for 
thofe Documents, and for any further Information on a Subjeé& on which he has given them no In- 
formation, and particularly in referring them back to a Perfon in Bengal for a Paper, which he fays 
contained the only Account he ever:kept of the Tranfaction, while he himfelf profeffes to doubt whe- 
ther that Paper be fill in being, whether st be in tbe Hands of that Perfon, or whether that Perfon cas 
recollec any Thing diftinétly concerning iti—has been guilty of grofs Evafions, and of palpable Preva- 
rication and Deceit, as well as of Contumacy and Difobedience to the lawful Orders of the Court of 
Dire¢tors ; and thereby confirmed all the former Evidence of his having conftantly ufed the Influence 
of his Station for the moft fcandalous, illegal, and corrupt Purpofes. 3 
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H AT Warren Haftings having, by his Agent Lauchlin Macleane, Efquire, on the roth Day 

of Odtober, in the Year 1776, ‘ fignified to the Court of Directors his Defire to refign his 
“¢ Office of Governor General of Bengal, and requefted their Nomination of a Succeffor to the Va- 
* cancy which would be thereby occafioned in the Supreme Council,” the Court of Directors did 
thereupon defire the faid Lauchlin Macleane * to inform them of the Authority under which he att- 
“ed in a Point of fuch very great Importance ;” and the faid Lauchlin Macleane “ fignifying 
“ thereupon his Readinefs to give the Court every poffible Satisfaction on that Subject, but the 
¢ Powers with which he was entrufted by the Papers in his Cuftody being mixed with other Mat- 
“ ters of a Nature extremely Confidential, he would fubmit the fame to the Infpection of any 
¢ Three of the Members of the Court,” the faid Court of Directors empowered the Chairman, De- 
puty Chairman, and Richard Beecher, Efquire, to infpect the Authorities, Powers, and Direc. 
tions with which Mr, Macleane was furnifhed by Mr. Haftings, to make the Propofitions contain. 
ed in his Letter of the roth Odtober 1776, and to report their Opinion thereon. And the faid 
Committee did accordingly, on the 23d ot the fad Month, report, ** That, having conferred with 
“ Mr, Macleane on the Subject of lus Letter prefented to the Court the rith Inilant, they found 
that, from the Purport of Mr. Haftings’s In{truétions, contained in a Paper in his own Hand 
“ Writing given to Mr. Macleane, and produced by him to them, Mr. Elatlings declared he would 
not continue in the Government of Bengal, unlefs certain Conditions, thercin fpecified, could be 
 obrained, of which they faw no Probability; and Mr. George Vanfittart had declared to them, 
that Ire was prefent when thefe Inflructions were given to Mr. Macleane, and when Mr. Hattings 
“ empowered Mr. Macleane to declare his Refienation to the faid Court: That Mr, Stewart had 
 Jikewile confirmed to them, that Mr. Haftings declared to him, that he had given DireCtions to 
‘© the above Purpole by Mr. Macleane,” 


tad 


“ 


And the Court of Diredlors, having received from the faid Report due Satisfaction refpecting the 
Authority vetted in the faid auchlin Macleane, to propole the faid Refignation of the Office of Go- 
vernor General of Bengal, did Unanimoufly telolve to accept the fame; and did allo, under Powers 
vefted in the faid Court by the Act of the rath Year of His prefent Majelty, ‘ nominate and ap- 
* point Edward Wheler, Kiguire, to facceed to the Office in the Council of Fort Wilham in Ben- 
“gal, which will become vacant by the faid Refignation, if fuch Nomination {hall be approved 
“ by His Majcfly :” which Nomination and Appoiitnent was afterwards, in due Form, approved 
and confirmed by His Majelty. 


That the Court of Directors did, by a Poftfeript to their General Letter, dated 25th October 
1776, acquaint the Governor General and Council at Calcurta, of their Acceptance of the faid Re- 
fignation, of their Appointment of Kdward Wheler, Leiquire, to fill the daid Vacancy, and of Lis 
Mayjefty’s Approbation of the faid Appointment, together with the Grounds of their faid Procecd- 
ings: and did tranfinit to the faid Governor General and Council Copies of the faid Toftruments of 
Appointment and Confirmation. ; 


That the faid Difpatches from the Court of Directors were received at Calcutta, and were read in 
Council on the 1gth Day of June, in the Year 1777; and that Warren Haftings, Efquire, having 
taken no Steps to yield the Government to his Succeflor, General Clavering, and having obferved a 
protound Silence on the Subject of the faid Dilpatches, he, the faid General Clavering, did, on the 
next Day, being the 20th of June, by a Letter addrefled to the faid Warren Haftings, require him 
tu furrender the Keys of Fort William and of the Company’s Treafuries: But the faid Warren 
Haftings did pofitively refufle to comply with the faid Requifition, «* denying that his Office was 
“© vacated, and declaring his Refolution to aflert and maintain his Authority by every legal 
“© Means,” : 


That the faid General Clavering, conceiving that the Office of Governor General was vacated, by 
the Arrival of the faid Difpatches, which acquainted the Council General of the Refignation of the 
faid Warren Haftings, and the Appointment of the faid Edward Wheler, Itquire, and that he, 
the faid General Clavering, had, in confequence thereof, legally fucceeded, under the Provifions of 
the Act of the 13th Year of His prefent Mayefty’s Reign, to the faid Office of Governor General, be- 
come vacant in the Manner aforefaid, did, in virtue thereof, iffue, in his own Name, Summonies to 
Richard Barwell, Efguire, and Philp Francis, Efquire, Members of the Council, to attend the fame; 
and in the Prefence of the faid Philip Francis, Efguire, who obeyed the faid Summons, did take 
the Oaths as Governor General, and did fit and prefide in Council as Governor General, end pre- 
pared feveral Acts and Refolutions in the faid Capacity of Governor General ; and did, amonoft 
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other Things, prepare a Proclamation to be made of his faid Succefiion to the Government, and of 
ts commencing from the Date cf the faid Provlamation; but did not carry any of the Acts or Refo- 
lutions Jo prepared into Execution. 


That the faid Warren Haftings did, notwithftanding thereof, and in purfuance of his Refolution 
to affert and maintain his Authority, illegally and unjuftifiably fummon the Council to meet in an- 
other Department, and did fit and prefide therein, apart from the faid Gencral Clavering and his 
Council; and in Conjunétion with Richard Barwell, Ff{guire, who concurred therein, iffued fundry 
Orders, and did fundry A&s of Government belonging to the Oifice of Governor General , and, 
amongtt others, did order feveral Letters to be written in the Name of the Governor General and 
Council, and did fubfcribe the fame, to the Commandant of the Garrifon of Fort William, and to 
the Commanding Officer at Barrackpore, and to the Commanding Officers at the other Stations, and 
allo to the Provincial Councils and Collectors in the Provinces, enjoining them feverally ‘to obey 
“ no ae excepting fuch as fhould be figned by the faid Warren Haftings, or a Majority of his 
“6 Council.” 


That the faid Warren Haftings did by the faid Proceedings, which were contrary both to Law 
and to good Faith, conftitute a double Government, thereby deftroying and annihilating all Go- 
vernment whatever; and, by his faid Orders to the Military Officers, did prepare for open Refift- 
ance by Arms, expofing thereby the Settlement and all che Inhabitants, Subjects of or dependant 
on the Brith Government, whether Native or European, not only to Political Dittractions, but to 
the rforrors of Civil War; and did, by expofing the Divifions and Weaknels of the Supreme 
Government, and thereby loofening the Obedience of the Provinces, fhake the whole Foundation 
of Britifh Authority, and imminently endanger the Exiftence of the Britith Nation in India, 


That the faid Evils were averted only by the Moderation of the faid General Clavering, and 
Philip Francis, Efg; in confenting to a Reference, and fubmitting to the Decifion of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature, although they entertained no Doubts the: delves on the Legality 
of their Procecdinys, and the Validity of General Clavering’s inftant Right to the Chair; and although 
they were not in any Way bound by Law to confule the faid Judges, who had no legal or judicial 
Authority therein, in virtue of their Offices, or as a Court of Jultice, but were confulted, and inter- 
poted their Advice, only as Individuals, by the voluntary Reference of the Parties in the faid Difpute. 
And the faid Warren Hattings, by his Declaration, entered in Minutes of Council, “ that it was 
his Determination to abide by the Opinion of the Judges,” and by the Meafures he had previ- 
oufly taken as aforelaid, to enforce the fame by Arms, did rifque all the dangerous Confequences 
above mentioned; which muft have taken place, if the faid General Clavering and Philip Francis, 
Efg, had not been more tender of the Public Interefts, and lefs tenacious of their own Rights, and 
had perfifted in their Claim, as they were by Law entitled todo, the extr.judicial Interpofition of 
the Judges notwith{tanding ; and from which Claim they receded only from their Defire to preterve 
the Peace of the Settlement, and to prevent the Milchiefs which the illegal Refiflance of the faid 
Warren Hattings would otherwife infallibly have occafioned, 


That after the faid Judges had delivered their Opinion, “ That the Place and Office of Governor 
«© General of this Prefidency had not yet been vacated by Warren Haflings, and that the actual 
« Affumption of the Government by the Member of the Council next in Succeffion to Mr. Haftings, 
«in confequence of any Deduction which could be made from the Papers communicated to them, 
“ would be ablolutely illegal ;” and after the faid General Clavering and Philip Francis, Efg; had 
fignificd to the faid Warren Haftings, by a Letter dated the a1ft of June, ‘ their Intention to ac~ 
«« quiefce in the faid Opinion of the Judges ;” and when the Differences in the Supreme Council 
were by thefe Means compofed, and the Calamitics confequent thereon were avonled; the faid 
Warren Haflings and Richard Barwell, Efq; did once more endanger the public Peace and Security 
by other illegal, unwarrantable, and unprovoked Acts of Violence; having omutted to fummon 
either the faid General Clavering, or the faid Philip Francis, F'41g; to Council; and having, in a 
Council held thus privately and clandeftinely, and contrary to Law, on the 2211 Day of June, come 
to the following Refolutions, viz. 

“ Refolved, That by the faid Acts, Orders, and Declarations of Lieutenant General John 
Clavering, recited in the foregotng Papers [meaning the Proceedings of General Clavering in his 
feparate Council on the 20th of June] he has actually ufurped and aflumed, and taken Poffeffion 
of, the Place and Office of Governor General of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, graated 
by the Act of the 13th of His prefent Majefty to Warren Hattings, EQ, 

 Refolved, That Lieutenant General John Clavering has thereby relinguifhed, refined, furren- 
dered, and vacated, the Office of Sentor Counfellor of Kort William in Bengal. 

“ Refolved, That Lieutenant General John Clavering has thereby relinquifae, refigned, fur 
rendered, and vacated, his Place of Commander in Chief of the Company’s } 0.ces in India, 

“© Reiolved, That Richard Barwell, Hig, by virtue of the faid Act of Parhament, and by the 
Death of the Honourable George Monion, Efg; is promoted to the Offie of Senior Counfellor of 
the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in confequence of the Jaid Relinquifhment, Refignation, 
Surrender, and Vacation of General Clavering, 

“ Refolved, 
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 Refolved, That the Office of Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in tndia, by the 
Relinquithment, Refignation, Surrender, and Vacation of General Clavering, and by the Death of 
the Honourable George Monion, Efq; does no longer exift. 

“ Refolved, That, for the Prefervation of the Legality of our Proceedings, Lieutenant General 
John Clavering be not in future fummoned or admitted as a Member of the Governor General and 
Council.” 

And the faid Warren Haftings and Richard Barwell, Efg. did again fit in Council on the 
next Day, being the 23d of June, without fummoning either General Clavering, or Philip Francis, 
Efquire ; and did come to feveral other Refolutions, and make feveral Orders, contrary to Law or 
Juftice, and inconfiftent with the Tranquillity and the Security of the Settlement; that is to fay, they 
ordered their Secretary “ to notify to General Clavering that the Board had declared his Offices of 
© Senior Counfellor and Commander in Chief to be vacant; and to furnith him with a Copy of thee 
“© Proceedings, containing the Grounds of the Board for the aforefaid Declaration.” 

And they ordered Extracts of the faid Proceedings * to be iffued in General Orders, with Letters to 
s¢ all the Provincial Councils and Military Stations, directing them to publifh the fame in General 
* Orders:” And they relolved, ** That all Military Returns be made to the Governor General and 
“ Council, in their Military Department, until a Commander in Chief thall be appointed by the 
«© Company.” 


That on the Day following, that is to fay, on the 24th of June, the faid Warren Haftings did again 
omit to fummon General Clavering to Council, and did again, together with Richard Barwell, Efquire, 
who concurred therein, adhere to and confirm the faid illegal Refolutions come to on the Two for- 
mer Days, declaring ‘ that they could not be retracted but by the prefent Authority of the Law, 
“ or by future Orders from Home ,” and aggravating the Guilt of the faid unjuftifiable A@s, by de- 
claring, as the faid Warren Haftings did, “that they were not the precipitate Lffects of an inftant 
‘© and paffionate Impulle, but the Fruits of leng and moft temperate Deliberations, of inevitable Ne- 
‘ ceffity, of the ftridteft Senfe of Public Duty, and of a Conviction equal in its Impreffion on his 
© Mind to abfolute Certainty.” 


That the faid Warren Haflings was the lefs excufable in this obftinate Adherence to his former un- 
juft Proceedings, as the faid Declarations were made in Antwer to a Motion made by Philip Francis, 
Ejquire, for the Reverfal of the faid Proceedings, and to a Minute introducing the faid Motion ; 
in which Mr, Francis fet forth, in a clear and forcible Manner, and in Terms with which the Court 
of Directors have fince declared their entire Concurrence, both the extreme Danger and the Illegality 
and Invalidity of the faid Proceedings of Warren Haftings and Richard Barwell, Efq. concluding 
the faid Minute by the following conciliatory Declaration: * And, that this falutary Motion may not 
‘© be impeded by any Idea or Sufpicion that General Clavering may do any Act inconfiftent with the 

cquiefcence which both he and I have avowed in the Decifion of the Judges, I will undertake to 
awer for bim in this Refpect ; or that, if he fhould depart from the true Spirit and Meaning of 
chat Acquiefcence, I will not be a Party with him in fuch Proceedings.” 


That the faid Warren Haftings could not plead Ignorance of the Law in excufe for the faid illegal 
Adts, as it appears, from the Proceedings of the Four preceding Days, that he was well acquainted 
with the Tenure by which the Members of the Council held their Offices under the Act of the 13th 
of His prefent Majefty, and had ftated the fame as a Ground for retaining his own Office, contrary to 
an exprels Declaration of the Court of Directors, and an Inftrument under the Sign Manual of His 
Majefty :s And the Judges of the Supreme Court, in their Reafons for their Decifion in his Favour, 
had ftated the Provifions in the faid At, fo far as they related to the Matter in Difpute ; from which 


it appeared, that there were but Four Grounds on which the Office of any Member of the Council « 


could be vacated; namely, Death, Removal, Refignation, or Promotion. And as the Act confined 
the Power of Removal to “ His Majelty, His Heirs and Succeffors, upon Reprefentation made by 
«© the Court of Directors of the faid United Company for the Time being ;” and conferred no fuch 
Power on the Governor General, or a Majority of the Council, to remove, on any Ground, or for 


any Caufe whatever, One of their Colleagues, fo, granting the Claim of General Clavering to the’ 


Chair, and his A€ts done in furtherance thereof, to have been illegal and criminal in whatever De- 
gree, yet it did not furnifh to the reft of the Council any Ground to remove him from his (ffice of 
Countellor, under the Provifions of the faid Act; and there could therefore remain only his Refgna- 
tion, or Promotion, as a poffible Means of vacating his faid Office. But with regard to the Promo- 
tion of General Clavering to the Office of Governor General, although he claimed it himfelf, yet, as 
Mr. Haftings did not admit it, and as in Fact it was even receded from by General Clavering, it 
could not be confidered, at leaft by Mr. Haftings, as a valid Ground for vacating his Office of Senior 
Counfellor, fince the Act requires for that Purpofe, not a rejected Claim, bue an actual and effectual 
Promotion ; and General Clavering’s Of{ce of Counfellor could no more be vacated by fuch a naked 
Claim, unfupported and difallowed, than the Seat of a Member of the Houfe of Commons could be 
vacated, and anew Writ iffued to fupply the Vacancy, by his Claim to the Office of Steward of the 
Chiltern Hundreds, when His Majeity has refufed to appoint him to the faid Office. And with re- 
gard to Refignation, although the faid Warren Haftings, as a Colour to his illegal Refolutions, had 
alfectedly introduced the word “ Refigned,” amongit thote of * relinquifhed, furrendered, and vacated,” 
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yet he well knew that General Clavering had made no Offer’nor Declaration of his Refignation of his 
Offices of Senior Countellor and Commander in Chief; and that he did not claim the Office of Go- 
vernor General on the Ground of any fuch Refignation made by himfelf, but on the Ground of 
a Refignation made by the jaid Warren Iaftings ; which Refignation the faid Warren Haftings did 
not admit ; and the Uie of the Term Refened, on that Occafion, was therefore a manifelt and wilful 
Mifconftruction and Milapplication of the Words of the Act of His prefent Majefty. And fuch 
Mifinterpretation and falle Extention of the Term of Refignation was the more indecent in the 
faid Warren Haftings, as he was at the fame Moment dilavowing and refufing to give Effect 
to his own clear and exprefs Refignation, according to the true Intent and Meaning of the Word, as 
ul d in the faid Act, made by his Agent, duly:authorized and inftructed by himiclf fo to do, to an 
Authority competent to receive and accept the fame, 


That although the faid Warren Hallings did afterwards recede from the faid illegal Meafures, 
in compliance with the Opinion and Advice of the Judges acain interpofed, and did thereby avoid 
the Guilt of fuch turcher Acts, and the Blame of tuch further Evils, as mult have been confequent on 
a Perfiftance therein ; yet he was, neveitheleds, (till guilty of the illegal Acts above defcribed , and 
the Jame are great Cranes and Mifiemeanors, 


That, although the Judges did decide that the Office of Governor General, held by the fatd Warren 
Haftings, was not ip/a fatfo, and anilanter, vacated by the Ariival of the taid Difpatches and Docu- 
ments, tranimitted by the Court of Directors; and did confider the teid Confequences of the 
Refiynation as awaiting fome future sAct or vent for its complete and effectual Operation; yet the 
faid Judges did not declare any Gpimion on the ultimate Invalidity of the faid Acts of Lauchlin 
Macleave, Lig; as not being binding on bis Principal, Warren [latlines, Elq; nor did they declare 
any Opimon, that the Obligation of the faid Relignation was not from the Beginning conclufive 
and effectual, although its Operation was, from the Neceffity of the Cafe, on account of the Diltance 
between England and India, to tuke place only in future; or that the faid Kefignation made by 
Lauchlin Macleane, Mig, was only an Offer or Propolal of a Refignation to be made at fome future 
and indefinite Period, or a mere Intimation of the Defire of Warren Flatuings, Fig; to rcfien at fome 
furvie and indefinite Period, and that the faid Refignation, notwithftanding the Acceptance thereof 
by the Court of Diredclors, and the regular Appoinunent and Confirmation of a Succeffor, was  ftill 
to remain optional in the faid Warren Hattings, to be satified or departed from at his future 
Choice or Pleafure: Nor did the faid Jucges pronounce, nor do any of their Reafonings which ac- 
companied their Decifion tend to eftablifh it as their Opinion, that even the Time tor ratifying and 
completing the faid Pranfaction was to be at the fole Dilcretion of the faid Warren Haftings ; bue 
they only delivered their Opimion, as aforefuid, that his fa:d Office * has not yet been vacated, and 
«© (thererore) that the afa/ Affumption of the Government by the M mlxr of che Council next 
“© in Succeflion was (in the actual Cucumftances, and redus fic flantibas) illeral,” 


That the fad Warren Haftings does no where himfelf contend, that the faid Refionation was not 
ablolure, but optional, according to the true Meaning and Undertlanding of the Parties in Fngland, 
and fo far as the Acls of Lauchlin Macleane, E.tg,; and the Court of Directors, were binding on him, 
but, on the contrary, he grourds his Refatal to complete the fame, not on any Interpretation of the 
Words in which the fad Refignation, and the other Inftruments aforefaid, were conceived, burt. ra- 
ther on a Dilavowal (not direct indeed, but implied) of his faid Agent, and of the Powers under 
which the fad Agent had ciaimed to act in his Behali. Neither did the faid Warren Haflings giound 
his daid Refufal on any Objection to the particular Day, or Period, or Circumilances, in which the 
Requifition of General Clavering was made; nor accompany the faid Refulal with any Qualification in 
thac Refpect, or with any Intimation that he would, at any future or more convenient Seaton, com- 
ply with the tame; although fuch an Iztimation might probably have induced General Cluvering to 
wave an Ii.flant and immediate Claim to the Chair, and might, therefore, have prevented the Dif 
tractions which happened, and the greater Evils which impended, in contequence of the faid Claim 
of General Clavering, and the faid Retufal of Warren Hattings, Efg; Bur the faid Warien Hattings 
did, on the contrary, exprefs his faid Refufal in duch general and unqualified Terms, as intimated an 
Intention to refilt ablolutely and altogether, both then and at any future Time, the fad Requifition 
of General Clavering, And the fudfequent Proceedings of the faid Warren [aftings do all con- 
cur in proving that fuch was his Intention; for he did afverwards, in contormity to the Advice of 
the Judees, move a Relolution in Council, “ ‘J hat all Parties be placed in the fame Situation in which 
“ they ftood before the Receipt of the laft Advices trom England; referving and fubmituing to a 
“ Decifion in England, the refpective Claims that eich Party may conceive they have a Right to 
“ make, but not acting upon thole Claims tll fuch Decifion fhall arrive in Bengal ;” thereby clearly 
and explicitly declarng, <Fat it was not Ins Intentivn to furrender the Goverpment until fuch 
Decifion fhould arrive in Bengal, which could not be expected in lels Time than a Year and a Half 
atter the Date of the faid Keiolution ; and thereby clearly and explicitly declaring, that he did not 
confider his Refignation as binding for the pretent. And the faid Intention was manilefted, if poffi- 
ble, {till more direétly and expreisly, in a Letter written by the faid Warren Waflines to the Court 
of Directors, dated the 15th of Augult 1777, being almoft Two Months after the Receipt of the faid 
Dilpatches ; in which the faid Warren Elaftings declares, that “ he did not hold himfelf bound by 
* the Notification made by Mr. Macleane, nov by any of the Acts confequent of it,” 
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That, fuch appearing to have been the Intention of the faid Warren Haftings, General Clavering 
was juflified in immediately affuming the Government, without waiting for any future Act of the faid 
Warren Haftings, for the actual Surrender of the faid Government, none fuch being likely to happen ; 
and Philip Francis, Efquire, was jultified in fupporting General Clavering in the fame, on the foundeft 
Principles of Juftice, and on a Maxim received in Courts of Equity, namely, That no one fhall avail 
himfelf of his own Wrong; and that, ifany one refufe or neglect to perform that which he is bound to 
do, the Rights of others fhall not be prejudiced thereby, but fuch Acts fhall be deemed and reputed 
to have been actually performed, and all the Confequences fhall be enforced, which would have fol- 
lowed from fuch adtual Performance. And therefore the Refolutions moved and voted in Council by 
the faid Warren Haftings, declaring the Offices of General Clavering to be vacant, were not only 
illegal, in as much as the faid Warren Haftings had no Authority to warrant fuch a Declaration, even 
on the Suppofition of the A&ts of General Clavering being contrary to Law; but the faid Refolutions 
were further highly culpable and criminal, in as much as the faid Acts done by General Clavering, 
which were made the Pretence of that Proceeding, were (tri¢tly regular and legal. 


That the Refufal of the faid Warren Haftings to ratify the faid Refignation, and his Difavowal of 
the faid Lauchlin Macleane, his Agent, is not juftified by any Thing contained in his faid Letter to 
the Court of Directors, dated on the 16th of Auguft 1777; the faid Warren Haftings no where di- 
rectly and pofitively afferting that the faid Lauchlin Macleane was not his Agent, and had not both 
full and general Powers, and even particular Inftructions, for this very Act; alchough the faid Warren 
Haftings ufes many indirect and circuitous, but infufficient and inapplicable, Infinuations to that Effect, 
And the faid Letter does on the contrary contain a clear and expreis Avowal that the faid Lauchlin 
Macleane was his Confidential Agent, and that in that Capacity he acted throughout, and particularly 
in this fpecial Matter, with Zeal and Fidelity. And the faid Letter does further admit in Effect the 
Inftruélions produced by the faid Lauchlin Macleane, Efquire, confirmed by Mr, Vanfittart and Mr. 
Stewart, and relied on, and confided in by the Court of Directors, by which the faid Lauchlin Mac- 
leane appeared to be fpecially empowered to declare the faid Refignation; the Words of the faid 
Inftrudction being as follows: “© That he (Mr Haftings) wall not continue in the Government of Bengal,” 
 unlefs certain Conditions therein fpecified can be obtained :” And the Words of the faid Letter 
being as follows. ** What 1 mytelf know with Certainty or can recollect at this Diftance of Time, 
«© concerning the Powers and Inftruétions which were given to Meffieurs Macleane and Graham, when 
‘+ they undertook to be my Agents in England, 1 will circumftantially relate. 

‘© Tam in Poffeffion of Two Papers which were prefented to thofe Gentlemen at the Time of their 
«© Departure from Bengal, one of which comprizes Four fhort Propofitions, which I required as the 
“¢ Conditions of my being confirmed in this Government.” 

And although the faid Warren Haftings does here artfully fomewhat change the Words of his writ- 
ten Inftruétions (and which, having in his Poffeffion, he might as eafily have given verbatim) to other 
Words which may appear lefs explicit, yet they are in Fact capable of only the fame Meaning; for 
as, atthe Time of giving the faid Inftructions to his Agents, he was in full Poffeffion of his Office, 
he could want no Confirmation therein, except drs own ; and, in fuch Circumftances, ** to require cer- 
‘© tain Things, as the Condition of bis being confirmed in bis Government,” 1s tantamount to a Declara- 
tion, ** that be will not continue in bis Government, unlefs thofe Conditions can be obtained.” And the 
faid Attempt at Prevarication can ferve its Author the lefs, as either both Sentences have one and 
the fame Meaning; or, if their Meaning be different, the original Inftructions in his own Hand 
Writing, or in other Words, the Thing itfelf, muft be preferred as Evidence of its Contents, to a 
wh Statement of its Purport, founded perhaps on a loofe Recollection of it at a great Diftance 
of Time. 


That the faid Refufal of Warren Haftings, Efq, was a Breach of Faith with the Court of Di- 
rectors, and His Majefty’s Minifters in England, as the faid Relignation was not merely a voluntary 
Offer, without any Confideration, and therefore fubjeét to be recalled or retracted at the Pleafure of 
the {aid Warren Haftings, but ought rather to be confidered as having been the Refult of a Nego- 
Ciation carried on between Mr. Macleane, for the Benefit of Warren Haftings, Efg; on the one 
Hand, and by the Court of Directors, for the Interefts of the Company, on the other: which 
View of the Tranfaction will appear the more probable, when itis confidered that, at the Time of the 
faid Refignation, a ftriét Enquiry had been carrying on, by the Court of Directors, into the Conduct 
of the faid Warren Haftings; and the Solicitor and Counfel to the Company, and other eminent 
Counlel, had given it as their Opinions, on Cafes ftated to them, that there were Grounds for fuing 
the {aid Warren Haftings, in the Courts of Law and Equity, and that the Company would be en- 
titled to recover in the faid Suits againft Warren Haftings, Efq; feveral very large Sums of Money, 
taken by him in his Office of Governor General, contrary to Law, and in breach of his Covenants, 
and of his Duty to the Company and the Public; and the Coure of Directors had alfo come to 
various fevere Refolutions of Cenfure againft the faid Warren Haftings, and amongft others to a 
Refolution to recall the faid Warren Haftings, and remove him from his Office of Governor 
hale to anfwer for fundry great Crimes and Delinquencies by him committed in his faid 

ce. 

And on thefe Accounts it appears probable, that the faid Refignation was tendered and accepted, 
as a Confideration for fome beneficial Conceffions made in confequence thereof to the faid Warren 
eee in his faid dangerous and defperate Condition. ‘ A 
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And the faid Refufal was alfo an A& of great Difrefpect to the Court of Direttors, and to His 
Majefty ; and, by rendering abortive their faid Meafures folemnly and deliberately taken, and ratified 
and confirmed by His Majefty, tended to bring the Authority of the Court of Directors, and of 
His Majefty, into Contempt. 

And the faid Refufal was an Injury to General Clavering, 

And was alfo, or might haye been, a great Injury to Edward Wheler, Efquire, 

And was an Act of fignal Treachery to Lauchlin Macleane, Efq; as alfo to Mr. Vanfittart and 
et Stewart, whofe Honours and Veracity were thereby brought into Queftion, Doubt, and 
Sufpicion. 

And the faid Refufal was prejudicial to the Affairs of the Servants of the Company in India, 
by thaking the Confidence to be placed in their Agents by thofe Perfons, with whom it might be 
for their Interefts to negotiate on any Matter of Importance, and by thus fubyecting the Com- 
munication of Perfons abroad with thofe at home to Difficulties not known before, 
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aid Warren Haftings, in the Year 1977, did grant to the Surgeon General a 
"| eee "Three Years, for fefiayia every Kind of Hofpital and Medicinal Expence== 
not only in Breach of the General Orders of the Court of Directors with refpect to the Duration 
of Contracts but in direct Oppofition to a particular Order of the Court of Directors, of the goth 
of March 1774, when they direted, “ that the Surgeon fhould not be permitted to enjoy any 
“* Emolument arifing from his being concerned in dieting the Patients ; and that the ee ot 
** Surgeon and Contractor fhould be forthwith feparated.”—That the faid Contraét was in itlel high- 
ly improper, and inconliftent with the Good of the Service ; as it afforded the greateit Temptation to 
Abufe, and eftablifhed # pecuniary Intereft in the Surgeon General, contrary to the Duties of his 


Station and Profeffion. 
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HAT the Governor General and Council at Fort William did, on the Motion and Recom- 

_ mendation of Warren Haflings, Efquire, enter into a Contract with Archibald Frazer, Efquire, 

on the 16th of April 1778, for the Repairs of the Pools and Banks in the Province of Burdwan, 

for Two Years, at the Rate of 120,000 Sicca Rupees for the Firlt Year, and 80,000 Rupees for the 
Second Year. 


THAT on the rgth of December 1778, the faid Warren Flaftings did further perfuade the Supreme 
Council to prolong the Term of the above Contract with Archibald Frazer for the Space of Three 
Years more, on the fame Conditions; namely, the Payment of 80,000 Sicca Rupees for each Year. 
To which was added a Permiffion to Mr. Frazer to make Dodunds, or fpecial Repairs, whenever he 
fhould judge them necefiary, at the Charge of Government, 


THAT the faid Contracts, both in the Manner of their Acceptance by the Supreme Council, 
without having previoufly advertifed for Propofals, and in the Extent of their Duration, were 
made in direét Violation of the Special Orders of the Court of Directors. 


THAT {0 far from any Advantage having ‘been obtained for the Company in the Terms of 
thefe Contracts, in Confideration of the Length of Time for which they were to continue, the 
Expence of Government upon this Article was encrealed by thele Engagements to a very great 
Amount, 


THAT it appears that this Contract had been held for fome Years before by the Rajah of 
Burdwan, at the Rate of 25,000 Rupees per Annum, 


THAT the Superintendant of Poolbundy Repairs, after an-accurate and diligent Survey of the 
Bunds and Pools, and the Provincial Council of Burdwan, upon the beft Information they could 
procure, had delivered it as their Opinion to the Governor General and Council, before the faid 
Agreement was entered into, That after the heavy Expence (ftated in Mr. Kinlock’s Eftimate, 
viz. 119,405 Sicca Rupees) if difburfed as they recommended, the Charge in future Seafons would 
be greatly reduced, and after one thorough and effetiual Repair, they conceived a fmall Annual Expence 
would be fuficient to keep the Bunds up, and prevent their going to Decay. 


THAT whatever extraordinary and unufual Damages the Pools and Bunds might have fuftained, 
either from the Neglect of the Rajah’s Officers, or from the Violence of the then late Rains, and 
the Torrents thereby occafioned, to juftify the Expence of the Firft Year, yet as they were all con- 
fidered and included in the Eftimate for that Year, there could be no Pretence for allowing and 
continuing fo large and burthenfome a Payment as 80,000 Rupees per Annum, for the Four 
fucceeding Years. 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings did, in his Minutes of the 13th of February 1778, himfelf 
fupport that Opinion, in the Comparifon to be made between Mr. Thomfon’s Propofals of under- 
taking the fame Service for 60,000 Rupees a Year, for Nine Years, and the Terms of Mr. Frazer’s 
Contracts; preferring the latter, becaufe thefe were “ to effect a complete Repair, which could hardly 
“ be concluded in One Seafon, and the fubfequent Expence would be but trifling.” 


Notwithftanding which, the faid Warren Haftings urged and prevailed upon the Council to 
allow in the Firft Year the full Amount propofed by Mr. Kinlock in his Eftimate of the neceffary 
Repairs, and did burthen the Company with what he muft have deemed to be for the greater Part 
an unneceffary Expence of 80,000 Rupees per Annum, for Four Years, 


THAT the Permiffion granted to Mr, Frazer to make Dobunds, or new and additional Em- 
bankments in of the old ones, whenever he fhould judge them neceffary, at the Charge of Govern- 
ment (the faid Charge to be verified by the Oath of the faid Frazer, without any Voucher) was 
a Power very much to be fufpected, and very improper to be entrufted to a Contractor, who had 
already covenanted to keep the old Pools in perfect Repair, and to conftruét new ones wherever the 
old Pools had been broken down and wathed away, or where the Courfe of the Rivers might have 
Saathan new ones neceflary, in Confideration of the great Sums ftipulated to be paid to him by the 

overament. 


THAT the Grant of the foregoing Contracts, and the Permiffion afterwards annexed to the Second 
of the faid Grants, become much more reprehenfible from a Confideration of the Circumftances of 
the Perfon to whom fuch a Grant was made. 


THAT the due Performance of the Service required local Knowledge and Experience, which 
he _ Archibald Frazer, being an Officer in the Supreme Court of Juftice, could not have pof- 
effed, 
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aL HAT it appears that che Opium produced in Bengal and Bahar is a confiderable and lucrative 

Article in the Export Trade of thofe Provinces ; that the whole Produce has been for many Years 
monopolized, either by Individuals or by the Government; that the Court of Directors of the Eaft 
India Company, in confideration of the Hardthip impofed on the Native Owners and Cultivators of the 
Lands, who were deprived of their natural Right of dealing with many Competitors, and compelled 
to fell the Produce of their Labour to a fingle Monopolift, did authorize the Governor General and 
Council to give up that Commodity as an Article of Commerce. 

THAT while the faid Commodity continued to be a Monopoly for the Benefit of Government, 
and managed by a Contractor, the Contracts for providing it were fubjeét to the Company’s fundamen- 
tal Regulation, namely, to be put up to Auction, and difpofed of to the beft Bidder; and that the 
Company particularly ordered, that the Commodity, when provided, fhould ebe configned to the 
Board of Trade, who were directed to difpofe thereof by public Auction. 


THAT, in May 1777, the faid Warren Haftings granted to John Mackenzie a Contraét for the 
Provifion of Opium, to continue Three Years, and without advertifing for Propofals ; that this Tranf- 
action was condemned by the Court of Directors, notwithftanding a Claufe had been inferted in that 


Contract, by which it was left open to the Court of Directors to annul the fame at the Expiration of N 


the Firft or Second Year. 


THAT, about the End of the Year 1780, the faid Warren Haflings, in Contradiction to the 
Order above mentioned, did take away the Sale of the Opium from the Board of Trade, though he 
difclaimed, at the fame Time, any Intention of implying a Cenfure on their Management. 


THAT, in March 1781, the faid Warren Haftings did grant to Stephen Sulivan, Son of Lawrence 
Sulivan, Chairman of the Court of Directors of the Eaft India Company, a Contraét for the Pro- 
vifion of Opium, without advertifing for Propofals, and without even receiving any written Propofals 
from him the faid Sulivan; that he granted this Contract for Four Years, and, at the Requefl of the 
faid Sulivan, did omit that Claufe which was inferted in the preceding Contract, and by which it 
was rendered liable to be determined by Orders from the Company ; the faid Warren Haftings de- 
claring, contrary to Truth, that fuch Claufe was now unneceffary, as the Directors bad approved the 


Contract. 


THAT the faid Sulivan had been but a few Months in Bengal, when the above Contract was given 
to him; that he was a Stranger to the Country, and to all the local Commerce thereof, and therefore 
unqualified for the Management of fuch a Concern; and that the faid Sulivan, inftead of executing 
the Contract himfelf, did, fhortly after obtaining the fame, affign it over to John Benn and others ; 
and, in confideration of fuch Aflignment, did receive from the faid Benn a great Sum of Money. 


THAT, from the preceding Faéts, as well as from fundry other Circumftances of Reftrictions taken 
off (particularly by abolifhing the Office of Infpeétor into the Quality of the Opium) and of beneficial 
Claules introduced, it appears that the faid Warren Haftings gave this Contract to the faid Stephen 
Sulivan, in contradiction to the Orders of the Court of Directors, and without any Regard to the 
Interefts of the India Company, for the fole Purpofe of creating an inftant Fortune for the faid Sulivan 
at the Expence of the India Company, without any Claim of Service or Pretence of Merit on his Part, 
and without any apparent Motive whatever, except that of fecuring or rewarding the Attachment and 
Support of his Father, Lawrence Sulivan, a Perfon of great Authority and Influence in the 


Direction of the Company’s Affairs, and notorioufly attached co and connected with the faid Warren 
Hattings. 


THAT the faid Stephen Sulivan neither poffeffed, nor pretended to poffefs, any Skill in the Bufi- 
nefs of his Contraét; tnat he exerted no Induftry, nor fhewed, or could fhew, any Exactnefs in the 
Performance of it, fince he immediately fold the Contract for a Sum of Money to another Perfon 
(for the fole Purpofe of which Sale, it mult be prefumed; the fame was given); by which Perfon ano- 


ther Profit was to be nade ; and by that Perfon the fame was again fold to a Third, by whoma Third 
Profit was to be made. 


THAT the laid Warren Haftings, at the very Time when he engaged the Company in a Contract 
for engrofling the Whole of the Opium produced in Bengal and Bahar in the enfuing Four Years, 
on Terms of fuch exorbitant Profit to the Contractor, affirmed, that ‘* there was. little Profpect of 
** felling the Opium in Bengal at a reafonable Price; and that it was but natural to fuppofe that the 
a of Opium would fall, from the Demand being leffened :’-—That, in a Letter dated the 5th of eed 
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1781, he informed the Directors, “* That, owing to the indifferent State of the Markets laft Seafon to 
“* the Ea(tward, and the very enhanced Rates of Infurance which the War had occafioned, they had 
“not been able to difpofe of the Opium of the prefent Year to fo great an Advantage as they ex- 
“6 pefted; and that mote than One Half of it remained. ftill in their Warehoufes."—That the faid 
Warren Haftings was guilty of a manifeft Breach of Truft to his Conftituents and his Employers, in 
monopolizing for their pretended Ufe an Article of Commerce, for which he declared no Purchajfers 
bad offered, and that there was little Profpect of any offering 5 and the Price of which, he faid, it was but na- 
tural to fuppofe would fall. That the {aid Warren Haftings having, by his own Aét, loaded the Compa- 
ny with a Commodity, for which, either in the ordinary and regular Courfe of public Auction, or 
even by private Contract, there was, as he affirmed, no Sale, did, under Pretence of finding a 
Market for the fame, engage the Company in an Enterprize of great and certain Expence, fubject to 
a manifeft Rifque, and full of Difgrace to the Eaft India Company ; not only in their Political Charac- 
ter, as a great Sovereign Power in India; but in their Commercial Character, as an eminent and refpec- 
table Body of Merchants: and that the Execution of this Enterprize was accompanied with fundry 
other Engagements with other Perfons, in all of which the Company’s Intereft was conftantly facri- 
ficed to that of Individuals favoured by the faid Warren Haftings. - 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings firt engaged in a Scheme to export One thoufand Four 
hundred and Sixty Chefts of Opium, on the Company's Account, on board a Ship belonging to 
Cudbert Thornhill ; Half of which was to be difpofed of in a Coafting voyseS and the Remainder in 
Canton.—That, befides the Freight and Commiffion payable to the faid Thornhill, on this Adven- 
ture, Twelve Peites of Cannon belonging to the Company were lent for arming the Ship ; though 
his original Propofal was, that the Ship fhould be armed at his Expence.—That this Part of the Ad- 
venture depending for its Succefs on a prudent and fortunate Management of various Sales and Re- 
Sales, in the Courle of a circuitous Voyage; and being expofed ta fuch Rifque both of Sea and Enemy, 
that all private Traders had declined to be concerned in it; was particularly unfit for a great Trading 
Company, and could not be undertaken on their Account with any rational Profpect of Advantage. 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings foon after engaged in another Scheme for exporting Two thoufand 
Chefts of Opium direétly to China, on the Company’s Account, and for that Purpofe accepted of an 
Offer made by Henry Watfon, the Company’s Chief Engineer, to convey the fame in a Veffel of his 
own, and to deliver it to the Company’s Supra Cargoes.— That, after the Offer of the faid Henry 
Watfon had been accepted, a Letter from him was produced at the Board, in which he declared that 
he was unable to equip the Ship with a proper Number of Cannon, and requefted that he might be 
furnifhed with Thirty-fix Guns from the Company’s Stores at Madras ; with which Requeft the Board 
complied.—That it appears, that George Williamfon, the Company’s Auctioneer at Calcutta, having 
complained that, by this Mode of exporting the Opium, which ufed to be fold by public Auction, he 
loft his Commiffion as Auctioneer, the Board allowed him to draw a Commiffion of One per Cent. on 
all the Opium which had been or was to be exported.—That it appears that the Contractor for Opium 
(whofe proper Duties and Emoluments, as Contractor, ended with the Delivery of the Opium) 
was alfo allowed to draw a Commiffion on the Opium then fhipping on the Company’s Account ; but 
for what Reafon, or on what Pretence, does not appear. 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings, in order to pay the faid Stephen Sulivan in Advance for the 
Opium furnifhed, or to be furnifhed, by him in the Firft Year of his Contraét, did borrow the Sum of 
Twenty Lacks of Rupees, at Eight per Cent. or Two hundred thoufand Pounds Sterling, to be 
repaid by Drafts to be drawn on the Company by their Supra Cargoes in China, provided the Opium 
configned to them fhould arrive fafe; but that if the Adventure failed, whether by the Lofs of the 
Ships or otherwife, the Subfcribers to the above Loan were to be repaid their Capital and Intereft 
out of the Company’s Treafury in Bengai. 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings, having in this Manner purchafed a Commodity for which he 
faid there was no Sale, and paid for it with Money which he was obliged to borrow at a high Inte- 
re{t, was ftill more criminal in his Attempt, or pretended Plan, to introduce it clandeftinely into China, 
That the Importation of Opium into China is forbidden by the Chinefe Government ; that the Opium, 
on Seizure, is burnt; the Vefiel, that imports it, confifcated ; and the Chinefe, in whofe Poffeffion it 
may be found for Sale, punifhed with Death. 


THAT the Governor General and Council were well aware of the Exiftence of thefe Prohibitions and 
Penalties; and did therefore inform the Supra Cargoes in China, that the Ship, belonging tothe faid Hen- 
ry Watfon, would enter the River at China as an armed Ship, and would not be reported as bearing a Carge of 
Opium, that being a contraband Trade.—That of the above Two Ships, the Firft, belonging to Cudbert 
Thornhill, was taken by the French; and that the Second, arriving in China, did occafion much Em- 
barraffment and Diftrefs to the Company’s Supra Cargoes there, who had not been previoufly confulted 
on the Formation of the Plan, and were expofed to great Difficulty and Hazard in the Execution of their 
Part of it. That the Ship was delayed, at a Demurrage of an Hundred Dollars a Day, for upwards of 
Three Months, waiting in vain for a better Market.—The Factory eftimate the Lo/s to the Company, 
including Port Charges, Demurrage, and Factory Charges allowed the Captain, at Sixty-nine thou- 
fand Nine hundred and Ninety-three Dollars, or about Twenty thoefand Pounds Sterling. 

9 THAT 
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THAT the Company’s Factory at China, after ftating the foregoing Facts to the Court of Direc- 
tors, conclude with the following general Obfervation thereon: —** On a Review of thefe Circumftan. 
“‘ ces, with the extravagant and unufual Terms of the Freight, Demurrage, Factory Charges, &c. &c. 
«© we cannot help being of Opinion, that private Confiderations have been fuffered to interfere too 
“ much, for any Benefit that may have been intended to the Honourable Company. We hope for 
«© che Honourable Court’s Approbation of our Conduét in this Affair. The Novelty and Nature of the 
“© Confignments have been the Source of much Trouble and Anxiety ; and, though we withed to have 
‘© had it in our Power to do more, we may truly fay we have exceeded our Expectations.” 


THAT every Part of this Tranfaftion, from the Monopoly with which it commenced to the con- 
traband Dealing with which it concluded, criminates the faid Warren Haftings with wilful Difobedi- 
ence of Orders, and a continued Breach of Truft: that every Step taken in it was attended with heavy 
Lofs to the Company, and with a Sacrifice of their Intereft to that of Individuals: and that, if finally 
a Profit had refulted to the Company from fuch a Tranfaction, no Profit attending it could compenfate 
for the probable Rifque to which their Trade in China was thereby expofed ; or for the certain Dif- 
honour, and confequent Diftruft, which the Eaft India Company muft incur in the Eyes of the Chinefe 
Government, by being engaged in a low, clandeftine Traffic, prohibited by the Laws of the Country, 
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H AT, in the Month of February 1781, Mr. Richard Jofeph Sullivan, Secretary to the Se- 

lect Committee at Fort St. George, applied to them for Leave to proceed to Calcutta on his 
privave Affairs. That, being the Confidential Secretary to the Sele&t Committee at Fort St. George, 
and confequently poffeffed of all the Views and Secrets of the Company, as far as they related to 
that Government, he went privately into the Service of the Nabob of Arcot; and, under the Pre- 
tence of proceeding to Calcutta on his private Bufinefs, undertook a Commiffion from the faid 
Nabob to the Governor General and Council, to negociate with them in favour of certain Pro- 
jects of the faid Nabob, which had been reprobated by the Company. 


THAT the faid Sullivan was foon after appointed back again, by the faid Warren Haftings, to 
the Office of Refident at the Durbar of the faid Nabob of Arcot. That it was a High Crime 
and Mifdemeanor, in the faid Haftings, to encourage fo dangerous an Example in the Company’s 
Service, and to interfere unneceffarily with the Government of Madras, in the Difcharge of the 
Duties peculiarly afcribed to them by the Practice and Orders of the Company, for the Purpofe 


of appointing to a great and confidential Situation a Man who had io recently committed a 
Breach of Truft to his Employers. 


THAT the Court of Directors, in their Letter to Bengal, dated the rath of July 1782, and 
received there on the 18th of February 1783, did condemn and revoke the faid Appointment, 
That the faid Direétors, in theirs to Fort St. George, dated the 28th of Auguft 1782, and received 
there the 31ft of January 1783, did highly condemn the Conduct of the faid Sullivan; and, in 
order to deter their Servants from Practices of the fame Kind, did di/mi/s bin from their Service. 


THAT the faid Haftings, knowing that the faid Sullivan’s Appointment had been condemned 
and revoked by the Court of Directors, and pretending that, on the 15th of March 1783, he 
did not know that the faid Sullivan was dimiffed from the Company’s Service, though that Fact 
was known at Madras on the 31ft of the preceding January, did recommend the faid Sullivan 
to be Embaffador at the Court of Nizam Ally Cawn, Subahdar of the Deccan, in defiance of the 
Authority and Orders of the Court of Directors. 


THAT even admitting, what is highly improbable, that the Di/miffon of the faid Sullivan 
from the Service of the faid Company was not known at Calcutta in: Forty-three Days from 
Madras, the laft-mentioned Nomination of the faid Sullivan was made at leaft in Contempt of 
the Cenfure already expreffed by the Court of Directors, at his former Appointment to the Durbar 
of the Nabob of Arcot, and which was certainly known to the faid Flaftings. 3 
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HAT on the 2d of December 1779, the Governor General and Council of Fort William, at 

the fpecial Recommendation and Inftance of Warren Haftings, Efquire, then Governor Ge- 
neral, and contrary to the declared Opinion and Proteft of Three of the Members of the Council ; 
(vizt.) Philip Francis and Edward Wheeler, Efquires, who were prefent; and of Sir Eye Coote, 
who was abfent (by whofe Abfence the Cafting Voice of the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, pre- 
vailed) ; did conclude a Treaty of perpetual Friendfhip and Alliance, Offenfive and Defenfive, with 
a Hindoo Prince, called the Ranna of Gohud, for the exprefs Purpofe of ufing the Forces of the 

faid Ranna in Oppofition to the Mahrattas. 


- THAT, among other Articles, it was ftipulated with the faid Ranna, by the faid Warren Hattings, 
‘6 That whenever Peace fhould be concluded between the Company and the Mahratta State, the 
“© Maha Raja fhould be included as a Party in the Treaty which fhould be made for that Purpole, 
“© and his prefent Poffeffions, together with the Fort of Gualior, which of old belonged to the Family 
‘* of the Maha Rajah, if it fhould be then in his Poffeffion, and fuch Countries as he fhould have 
* acquired in the Courfe of War, and which it fhould then be ftipulated to leave in his Hands, 
“° fhould be guaranteed to him by fuch Treaty.” 


THAT inthe late War againft the Mahrattas, the faid Ranna of Gohud did actually join the 
Britifh Army, under the Command of Colonel Muir, with Two Battalions of Infantry, and 1,200 Ca- 
valry, and did then ferve in Perfon againft the Mahrattas, thereby affording material Affiftance, and 
rendering effential Service to the Company. 


THAT, in Conformity to the above-mentioned Treaty, in the Fourth Article of the Treaty of 
Peace, concluded on the 13th of October 1781, between Colonel Muir on the Part of the Englihh 
Company, and Madajee Scindia the Mahratta General, the faid Ranna of Gohud was exprefsly in- 
cluded. 


THAT, notwithftanding the faid exprefs Provifion and Agreement, Madajee Scindia pro- 
ceeded to attack the Forts, and lay wafte the Territories of the faid Ranna, and did undertake and pro- 
fecute a War againft him for the Space of Two Years; in the Courfe of which, the Ranna and his 
Family were reduced to extreme Diftrefs, and in the End he was deprived of his Forts, and the 
Whole not only of his acquired Poffeffions, but of his original Dominions, fo {pecially guaranteed to 
him by the Britifh Government in both the above-mentioned Treaties. 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings was duly and regularly informed of the Progrefs of the War 
apainft the Ranna, and of every Event thereof ; notwithftanding which, he not only neglected in any 
Manner to interfere therein in Favour of the faid Ranna, or to ufe any Endeavours to prevent the 
Infraction of the Treaty, but gave confiderable Countenance and Encouragement to Madajee Scindia 
in his Violation of it, both by the Refidence of the Britifh Minifter in the Mahratta Camp, and by 
the Approbation fhewn by the faid Warren Haftings to the Promifes made by his Agent of ob- 
ferving the ftri€teft Neutrality, notwithftanding he was in Juftice bound, and ftood pledged by the 
moft folemn and facred Engagements, to protect and preferve the faid Ranna from thofe Enemies, 
whofe Refentment he had provoked only by his Adherence to the Interefts of the Britifh Nation. 


THAT, in the only Attempt made to found the Difpofition of Madajee Scindia, relative to a 
Pacification between him and the Ranna of Gohud, on the 14th of May 1783, Mr. Anderfon, in 
Obedience to the Orders he had received, did clearly and explicitly declare to Bhow Buckfcy, the 
Minifter of Madajee Scindia, the Sentiments of the faid Warren Haftings, in the Words following :— 
““ That it was fo far from your (the faid Haftings’s) Meaning, to intercede in his (the 
© faid Ranna’s) Favour, that I only defired him to found Scindia’s Sentiments, and in cafe he 
“* was defirous of Peace, to mention what I had faid; but, if he feemed to prefer carrying on the 
“" War, I begged that he would not mention a Syllable of what had paffed, but let che Matter diop 
** entirely.” 


T-HAT it afterwards appeared, in a Minute of the faid Haftings, in Council at Fort William, on 
the 22d of September 1783, that he promifed, at the Inftance of a Member of the Council, to 
file to oo James Anderfon in Favour of the Ranna of Gohud, and lay his Letter before 
the Board. 


THAT neverthélefs the faid Haftings, profefling not to recalled his faid Promife, did nepletl 10 


ait : re Letter to Lieutenant Anderfon, in Favour of the faid Ranna of Gobud, and that the pri- 
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vate Letter, the Extract of which the faid Haftings did lay before the Board on the 21ft of October 
1783, fo far from directing any effectual Interference in Favour of the faid Ranna, or commanding 
his Agent, the faid James Anderfon, to interpofe the Mediation of the Britifh Government to pro- 
cure “ Fonourable Terms” for the faid Ranna, or even “ Safety to bis Perfon and Family,” contains 
the bittereft Invedctives againft him, and is expreffive of the Satisfaction which the faid Haftings ac- 
knowledges himfelf to have enjoyed in the Diftreffes of the faid Ranna, the Ally of the Company. 


T HAT the Meafures therein recommended, appear rather to have been defigned to fatisfy Madajee 
Scindia, and to juftify the Conduct of the Britifh Government, in not having taken a more active 
and a more hoftile Part againft the faid Ranna, than an Interceffion on his Behalf. 


T H A T though no Confideration of good Faith, or Obfervance of Treaties, could induce the faid 
Haflings to incur the Hazard of any hottile -Exertion of the Britifh Force for the Defence or the 
Rehiet of the Allies of the Company, yet in che faid private Letter he directed that, in Cafe his 
Mediation fhould be accepted, it fhould be made a /pecifie Condition, that, if the faid Ranna fbould 
take Advantage ef Scindia's Abfence to renew bis Lloftslities, we ought in that Cafe, on Requifttion, to 
anvade the Domimons of the Ranna. 


TEIAT no beneficial Effe€ts could have been procured to the faid Ranna by an Offer of Media- 
tion delayed till Scindia no Jonger wanted ‘* cur Affiftance to crujb fo fallen an Enemy ;” at the fame 
Time that no Reafon was given to Scindia to apprehend the Danger of drawing upon himfelf the 
Refentment of the Britifh Government, by a Difregard of their Propofal and the Deftruétion of 
their Ally. 


THAT it was a grofs and fcandalous Mockery in the faid Haftings to defer an Application 
to obtain Honourable Terms for the Rinna, and Safety for his Perfon and Family, till he had been 
deprived of his Principal Fort, in Defence of which his Uncle loft his Life, and on the Capture of 
which his Wife, to avoid the Difhonour confequent upon falling into the Hands of her Enemies, 
had defiroyed berfelf by an Explofion of Gunpowder. 


TELAT however, it does not appear that any Offer of Mediation was ever actually made, or 

any Influence exerted, either for the Safety of the Ranna’s Perfon and Family, or in Mitigation of 

#29 February 1784. the rigorous Intentions iuppofed by Lieutenant Anderfon * to have been entertained againft him by 
Madajee Scindia after his Surrender. 


Dated Benares, gthof TIA T the faid Haftings, in the Inftrudtions given by him to Mr. David Anderfon for his 

November 1781+ — Conduét in negociating the Treaty of Peace with the Mahratcas, expreffed his Determination to 
defert the Ranna of Gohud, in the following Words: ‘* You will of Courfe be attentive to any 
* Enoagements fubfifting between us and other Powers, in fettling the Terms of Peace and Alli- 
“ ance with the Mahrattas ; I except from this the Ranna of Gohud."—=" Leave him to fettle his 
* gwn Affairs with the Mahrattas.” 


THAT the faid Anderfon appears very affiduoufly to have fought for Grounds to juftify the 
Execution of this Part of his Inflructions, to which, however, he was at all Events obliged to conform. 


T HAT, even after his Application for that Purpofe to the Mahrattas, whofe Teftimony was 
much to be fufpected, becaufe it was their Intereft to accufe, and their determined Objet to deftroy 
the faid Ranna, no fatisfactory Proof was obtained of his Defection from the Engagements he had 
entered into with the Company. 


THIAT morever, if all the Charges, which have been pretended againft the Ranna, and have 
been alledved by the faid Hatinys in Juflification of his Conduét, had been well founded, and 
proved to be true, the Subj dt Matter of thofe Accufations, and the Proofs by which they were to 
be fupported, were known to Colonel Muir before the Conclufion of the Treaty he entered into with 
Madajee Scindia; and therefore, whatever Suflpictons may have been entertained, or whatever Dee 
etee of Criminality may have been proved againft the faid Ranna, previous to the faid Treaty, from 
the Time he was fo provided for and included in the fad Treaty, he was fully and juftly entitled to 
the Security flipuliced for hin by the Company, and had a Right to demand and receive the Protec- 
tion of the Briulh Government. 


THAT thele Confiderations were urged by Mr. Anderfon to the faid Warren Haftings, in 
his Letter of the 24th of June 1781, and were enforced by this additional Argument, ‘ That in 
* Point of Policy, T believe, it ought not to be our Wilh that the Mahrattas fhould ever recover the 
** Fortrefs of Guahor; it forms an important Barrier to our own Poftffions. In the Hands of the 
“ Ranna it can be of no Prejudice to us; and notwithftanding the prefent Profpect of a permanent 
Peace betwixt us and the Mal.rattas, it feems highly expedient that there fhould always remain fome 
** flrong Barrier to feparate us, on this Side of India, from that warlike and powerful Nation.” 


° 


} THAT 


[3 ] 


THAT the faid Warren Haftings was highly culpable in abandoning the faid Ranna to the 
Fury of his Enemies, thereby forfeiting the Honour and inpring the Credit of the Britifh Nation 
in India, notwithftanding the faid Haftings was fully convinzed, and had profeffed, ‘* that the moft 
 facred Obfervance of Treaties, Juftice, and Good Faith, vere neceffary to the Fxiftence of the 
“© National Interefts in that Country.”—-And though the faic Elaftings has complained of the Infuf- 
ficiency of the Laws of this Kingdom to enforce this Dodirne, “* by the Punifhment of Perfons in 
** the Poffeffion of Power, who may be ithpelled by the Provocation of Ambition, Avarice, or 


““ Vengeance, ftronger than the Reftrictions of Integrity and Honour, to the Violation of this juft 
“© and wife Maxim,” 


¢ 


iT HAT the faid Haftings, in thus departing from thefe his own Principles, with a full and 
juft Senfe of the Guilt he would thereby incur, and in facrificing the Allies of this Country “* ta 
“© the Provocations of Ambition, Avarice, or Vengeance,” in Violation of the National Faith and Jul- 


tice, did commit a grofs and wilful Breach of his Duty, and was thereby guilty of an High Crime and 
Mildenweanour. 
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H AT the Property of the Lands of Bengal is, according to the Laws and Cuftoms of that ‘th Rep. Sel, Com 
Country, an inheritable Property, and that it ts, with few Exceptions, vefted in certain Natives, per 

called Zemindars, or Landholders, under whom other Natives, called Talookdars and Ryots, hold pada ee 
certain fubordinate Rights of Property, or Occupancy, in the faid Lands:—That the faid Natives are committer of sae 
Hindoos, and that their Rights and Privileges are grounded upon the Poffefion of regular Grants, a in 377% 
long Series of Family Succefion, and fair Purchafe :—That it appears that Bengal has been under the 7 (3 Jere! aaniees 
Dominion of the Mogul, and fubject to a Mahommedan Government, for above Two hundred Years :— Etuirey and Council 
That, while the Mogul Government was in its Vigour, the Property of Zemindars was held facred, %** 3¢Now 177% 
and that either by voluntary Grant from the faid Mogul, or by Compofition with him, the native 
Hindoos were left in the free, quiet, and undifturbed Poffeffion of their Lands, on the fingle Condi- 
tion of paying a fixed, certain, and unalterable Revenue, or Quit-Rent, to the Mogul Government :— pe 
That this Revenue, or Quit-Rent, was called the 4ujsl Jumma, or original Ground Rent, of the Pro- yx App to 6th Reps 
vinces, and was not increafed from the Time when it was firft fettled, in 1573, to 1740, when the of Seed Commie 
regular and effective Mogul Government ended :—That, from that Time to 1766, Invafions, Ufur- “°™ 
pations, and various Revolutions took place in the Government of Bengal, in confequence of which 
the Country was confiderably reduced and impoverifhed, when the Eaft India Company received from 
the prefent Mogul Emperor, Sha Alum, a Grant of the Dewanny, or Collection of the Revenues :— 
That, about the Year 1770, the Provinces of Bengal and Bahar were vifited with a dreadful Famine 
and Mortality, by which at leaft One Third of the Inhabitants perifhed :—That Warren Hattings, 
Efquire, has declared, ‘ that he had always heard the Lofs of Inhabitants reckoned at a Third, Vide bit Minute of aad 
«© and in many Places near One Half, of che Whole; and that he knew not by what Means fuch a MAIS 
 Lofs could be recruited in Four or Five Years, and believed it impoffible.? That neverthelefs the 
Revenue was violently kept up to its former Standard, that is, in the Two Years immediately preced- 
ing the Appointment of the faid Warren Haftings to the Government of Fort William; in confe- 
quence of which, the remaining Two Thirds of the Inbabitants were obliged to pay for the Lands now 
left without Cultivation, and that, from the Year 1770 to the Year 1775, the Country bad languifbed, 
and the Evil continued enbancing every Day:—That the faid Warren Haftings, in a Letter to the setter from Samuel 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated ift September 1772, declared, ‘© That the Lands Middleton, E1q. to the 
« had fuffered unheard-of Depopulation by the Famine and Mortality of 1769 ;—that the Collec- Codied sih Feb rps 
“tions, violently kept up to their former Standard, had added to the Diftrefs of the Country, and 
threatened a general Decay of the Revenue, unlefs immediate Remedies were applied to prevent 
it.” That the faid Warren Haftings has declared, ** That, by intrufting the ColleGtions to the Gent L', 34Nov.1772. 
hereditary Zemindars, the People would be treated with more Tenderne/s, the Rents more improved, 
and Cultivation more likely to be encouraged ; that sbey have a perpetual Intereft in the Country ; 
that sbeir Inheritance cannot be removed ; that they are the Proprietors ; that the Lands are heir 
Eftates, and their Inheritance ; that, from a long Continuance of the Lands in their Families, it is 
to be concluded they have rivetted an Authority in the Diftriét, acquired an Afcendancy over the 
«¢ Minds of the Ryots, and sngratiated their Affedtions. That, from continuing the Lands under the 
4 Management of thole, who have a natural and perpetual Intereft in their Profperity, folid Advan- 
“4 tages might be expected to accrue ; that the Zemindar would be lefs liable to Failure or Defi- 
* ciencies than the Farmer, from the perpetual Intereft which the former hath in the Country, and 
“ becaufe his Inheritance cannot be removed; and it would be improbable that he fhould rifque the 
“ Lofs of it by eloping from his Diftrict, which is too frequently practifed by a Farmer, when he is 
*¢ hard prefled for the Payment of his Balances, and as frequently predetermined when he receives 
* his Farm :"—-That notwithflanding all the preceding Declarations, made by the faid Warren Hatft- 
ings of the Lofs of One Third of the Inhabitants, and general Decline of the Country, he did, imme- 
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uiately after his Appointment to the Government, in the Year 1772, make an arbitrary Settlement 
of the Revenues for Five Years, at a higher Rate than had ever been received before, ana with 
@ progreffive and accumulating Increafe on each of the Four laft Years of the faid Sectlement. 

That notwithftanding the Right of Property and Inheritance, repeatedly acknowledged by the faid 
Warren Hattings to be in the Zemindars, and other Native Landholders ; and notwithttanding he had 
declared ‘¢ that the Security of private Property is the greateft Encouragement to Induftry, on which 
‘s the Wealth of every State depends ;” the faid Warren Haftings, neverthelefs, in direct Violation of 
thofe acknowledged Rights afi Pririciples, Gi univerfally let the Lands of Bengal ix Harm for Five 
Years ; thereby deftroying all'the Rights of Private Property of the Zemindars ; thereby delivering the 
Management of their Eftates to Farmers, and transferring, by a moft arbitrary and unjuft A& of 
Power, the whole Landed Property of Bengal from the Owners to Strangers :-That, to accomplifh 
this iniquitous Purpofe, he, the faid Warren Haftings, did put the Lands of Bengal up to a pretended 
public Auction, anf invited all Perfons to make Propofals for farming the fame, thereby encouraging 
Strangers to bid agalnft the Proprietors; in confequence of which, not only the faid Proprietors were 
oufted of the Poffeffion and Management of their Eftates, but a great Part of the Lands fell into the 
Hands of the Banyans, or principal Black Servants, of Britith Subjects, connected with and protected 
by the Government: and that the faid Warren Haftings himfelf has fince declared, that, dy this Way, 
the Lands too generally fell into the Hands of defperate or knavifo Adventurers :—That, before the 
Meafure herein before defcribed was carried into Execution, the faid Warren Haftings did eftablifh 
certain fundamental Regulations in Council, to be obferved in executing the fame:—That, among 
thefe Regulations, it was {pecially and ftrictly ordered, that no Farm fhould exceed the Annual 
Amount of One Lack of Rupees; and * that no Pefhcar, Banyan, or other Servant of whatever De- 
** nomination, of the Collector, or Relation or Dependant of any fuch Servant, fhould be allowed to 
‘* farm Lands, nor directly or indire@tly to hold a Concern in any Farm, nor to be Security for any Far~ 
© mert”——-T hat, in direét Violation of thefe his own Regulations, andin Breach of the public Truft repofed 
in him, and fufficiently declared by the manifeft Duty of his Station, if it had not been expreffed and 
inforced by any pofitive Inftitution, he, the faid Warren Haftings, did permit and fuffer his own Banyan, 
or principal Black Steward, named Canto Baboo, to hold Farms in different Pergunnas, or Diftricts, 
or to be Security for Farms, to the Amount of Thirteen Lack of Rupees [/£. 130,000, or upwards] per 
Annum, and that, after enjoying the Whole of thofe Farms for Two Years, he was permitted by the 
faid Warren Haftings to relinquifh Two of them:—That, on the Subjeét of the Farms held by Canto 
Baboo, the faid Warren Haftings has made the following Declaration: “ Many of his Farms were 
“¢ taken without my Knowledge, and almoft all againft my Advice. I had no Right to ufe Compul- 
** fion, or Authority; nor could I with Juftice exclude him, because he was my Servant, from a 
“¢ Liberty allowed to all other Perfoas in the.Country.—The Farms which he quitted, he quitted by 
ss my Advice, becaufe I thought that he might engage himfelf beyond his Abilities, and be involved 
* in Difputes, which I did not chufe to have come before me as Judge of them.”—That the faid De- 
claration contains fundry falfe and contradictory Affertions:—That, if a/mof ail the faid Farms were 
taken againft his Advice, it cannot be true that many of them were taken without his Knowledge: —That, 
whether Canto Baboo had been his Servant or not, the faid Warren Haftings was bound by his own 
Regulations to prevent his holding any Farms to a greater Amount than One Lack of Rupees per An- 
num ; and that the faid Canto Baboo, being the Servant of the Governor General, was excluded by the 
faid Regulations from holding any Farms whatever: —That if (as the Directors obferve) it was thought 
dangerous to permit the Banyan of a Collector to be concerned in Farms, the fame or ftronger Objec- 
tions would always lie againit the Governor’s Banyan being fo concerned :—TVhat the faid Warren 
Haftings had a Right, and was bound by his Duty, to prevent his Servant from holding the fame :— 
That, in advifing the faid Canto Baboo to relinguifh fome of the faid Farms, for which he was ac- 
tually engaged, he has acknowledged an Influence over his Servant, and has ufed that Influence for a 
Purpofe inconfiltent with his Duty to the India Company, namely, to deprive them of the Security 
of the faid Canto Baboo’s Engagement for Farms, which on Trial he had found not beneficial, or 
not likely to continue beneficial, to himfelf; and chat if it was improper that he, the faid Warren Haf- 
tines, fhould be the Judge of any Difputes in which his Servant might be involved on Account of his 
Farms, that Reafon ought to have obliged him to prevent his Servant from being engaged in any 
Farms whatever, or to have advifed his {aid Servant to relinquifh the Remainder of his Farms, as well 
as thofe which the faid Warren Haltings affirms he quitted by his Advice :—-That, on the Subje& 
of the faid Charge, the Court of Directors of the Ealt India Company have come to the follwing 
Relolucion: ‘* Refolved, That it appears that the Conduct of the late Prefidene and Council 
‘¢ of Fort William in Bengal, in fuffering Canto Baboo, the prefent Governor Gencral’s Banyan, to 
‘© hold Farms in different Pergunnes to a large Amount, or to be Security for fuch Farms, contrary 
* to the Tenor and Spirit of the 17th Regulation of the Commitee of Revenue at Fort William, 
* of the 14th May 1772, and afterwards relinquifling.that Security without Satisfaction made to 
«© the Company, was highly improper, and has been attended with confiderable Lofs to the Com- 
“* pany:”—and that, in the Whole of this Tranfaction, the faid Warren Haftings has beén guilty 
of grofs Collufion with his Servant, and maniteft Breach of Truft to his Employers :— That, 
whereas it was acknowledged, by the faid Warren Elaftings, that the Country, in the Year 1770 and 
1771, had fuffered great Depopulation and Decay ;—and, that the Collections of thof: Years, having been 
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violently kept up to their former Standard, had added to the Diftrefs of the Country,—the Settle- 
ment of the Revenues made by him for Five Years, commencing the 1{t May 1772, inftead of offer. 
ing any Abatement or Relief to the Inhabitants who had furvived the Famine, held out to the Eatt 
India Gompany a Promife of great Jnereafe of Revenue, to be exacted from the Country by the Means 
hererein-before defcribed :——T hat this Settlement was not realized, but fell confiderably i fie evenin the 
Firft of the Five Years, when the Demand was the lighteft ; and that, on the Whole of the Five Years, 
the real Collections fell fhort of the Settlement, to the enormous Amount of Two Millions and a Half 
Sterling, and upwards :—That fuch a Settlement, if it had been, or could have been, rigoroufly ex- 
acted from a Country already fo diftreffed, and from a Population fo impaired, that, in the Belief 
of the faid Warren Haftings, it was impoffible fuch Lofs could be recruited in Four or Five Years, 
would have been in Fact, what it appeared to be in Form, an Aét of the moft cruel and tyrannical 
Oppreffion; but that the real Ufe made of that unjuft Demand upon the Natives of Bengal was, 
to oblige them to compound privately with the Perfons who formed the Settlement, and who threat- 
ened to enforce it :——That the enormous Balances and Remiffions, on that Settlement, arofe from a 
general Collufion between the Farmers and Collectors, and from a general Peculation and Embezzle- 
ment of the Revenues, by which the Eaft India Company was grofsly impofed on, in the Firft In- 
ftance, by a promifed Increafe of Revenue ; and defrauded, im the Second, not only by the Failure of 
that Jncreafe, but by the Revenues falling fhort of what they were in the Two Years preceding the 
{aid Settlement, to a great Amount.—That the faid Warren Haftings, being then at the Head of 
the Government of Bengal, was a Party to all the faid Impofition, Fraud, Peculation, and Embezzle- 
ment, and is principally and {pecially anfwerable for the fame; and that whereas fundry Proofs of 
the faid Peculation and Embezzlement were brought before the Court of Directors, the faid Directors 
(in a Letter dated the 4th of March 1778, and figned by William Devaynes and Nathaniel Smith, 
Efquires, now Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the faid Court, and Members of this Houfe) did 
declare that, ‘* although it was rather their With to prevent future Evils, than to enter into a fevere 
«« Retrofpection of paft Abufes, yet, as in fome of the Cafes then before them they conceived there 
‘¢ had been flagrant Corruption, and in others great Oppreffions committed on the Native Inhabi- 
“* tants, they thought it unjuft to fuffer the Delinquents to pafs wholly unpunifhed; and therefore 
*¢ they directed the Governor General and Council forthwith to commence a Profecution againft the 
«¢ Perfons who compofed the Committee of Circuit, and their Reprefentatives, and againft all other 
*¢ proper Parties :”—but that the Profecutions fo ordered by the Court of Directors, in the Year 
1778, have never been brought to Trial; and that the faid Warren Haftings did, on the e3d of 
December 1783, propofe and carry it in Council, that Orders fhould be given for withdrawing the‘faid 
Profecutions ; declaring that he was clearly of Opinion that there was no Ground to maintain them, 
and that they would only be produciive of Expence to the Company, and unmerited Vexation to the 
Parties. 
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H AT the faid Warren Haftings has, on fundry Occafions, declared his deliberate Opinion 
generally againft all Innovations, and particularly in the Collection and Management of the 
Revenues of Bengal; that ‘* he was well aware of the Expence and Inconvenience which ever attends 
“© Innovations of all Kinds, on their Firft Inftitution—That Innovations are always attended with 
© Difficulties and Inconveniencies, and Innovations in the Revenue with a Sufpenfion of the Col- 


‘© Jections :—-That the continual Variations in the Mode of collecting the Revenue, and the con- 


“ tinual Ufurpation on the Rights of the People, have fixed in the Minds of the Ryots a rooted 
« Diftruft of the Ordinances of Government :”—That the Court of Directors have repeatedly declared 
their Apprehenfions, ‘* that a fudden Tranfition from one Mode to another, in the Inveftigation and 
© Collection of their Revenue, might have alarmed the Inhabitants, leffened their Confidence in the 
«© Company’s Proceedings, and been attended with other Evils :’"—~That the faid Warren Haftings, 
immediately after his Appointment to the Government of Fort William, in April 1772, did abolifh 
the Office of Naib Duan, or Native Collector of the Revenues, then exifting :-That he did, at the 
fame Time, appoint a Committee of the Board to go on a Circuit through the Provinces, and to 
form a Settlement of the Revenues for Five Years:—That he did then appoint fundry of the Com- 
pany’s Scrvants to have the Management of the Collections, viz, One in each Diftrict, under the 
Title of Colleéfor :——That he did then abolifh the General Board of Revenue or Council at Muxadavad, 
for the following Reafons: ‘* That while the controlling and executive Part of the Revenue, and the 
“© Correfpondence with the Collectors, was carried: on by a Council at Muxadavad, the Members of 
© the Adminiftration at Calcutta had no Opportunity of acquiring that thorough and comprehenfive 
«© Knowledge, which could only refult from practical Experience: That the Orders of the Court of 
¢ Directors, which eftablifhed a new Syftem, which enjoined many new Regulations and Enquiries, 
“© could not properly be delegated to a fubordinate Council, and it became abfolutely neceffary, that 
* the Bufinels of the Revenue fhould be conducted under the immediate Obfervation and Direftion of 
“ the Board,” —~That, in November 1773, the faid Warren Haftings abolifhed the Office of Collefor, 
and transferred the Collection and Management of the Revenues to feveral Councils of Revenue, 
commonly called Provincial Councils ;—That, on the 24th of October 1774, the faid Warren Hattings 
carneftly offered bis Advice (to the Governor General and Council then newly appointed by Aé& of Par- 
liament) for the Continuation of the fatd Syftem of Provincial Councils in all its Parts:—That the faid 
Warren Haftings did, on the 22d of April 1775, tran{mit to the Dire&tors a formal Plan for the future 
Settlement of the Revenues, and did therein declare that, “* with refpeét to the Mode of managing 
* the Collection of the Revenue, and the Adotiniftration of Juftice, none occurred to him fo good as 
“ the Sy{flem, which was already eflablifhed, of Provincial Councils:"—=That, on the 18th of 
January 1776, the faid Warren Hattings did tran{mit to the Court of Direétors a Plan for the better 
Adminiftration of Juftice: That, in this Plan, the Eftablifhmenc of the faid Provincial Councils was 
{pecially provided for and confirmed; and that Warren Haftings did recommend it to the Directors 
to obtain the Sanction of Parliament for a Confirmation of the faid Plan :—~That, on the 30th of April 
1776, the faid Warren Mailings did tranimit to the Court of Dire@ors the Draught or Scheme of an 
Act of Parliament for the better Adminiftration of Juflice in the Provinces, in which the faid 
Eftablifhment of Provincial Councils is again {pecially fincluded, and fpecial Jurifdi€tion affigned 
to the faid Councils. That the Court of Directors, in a Letter dated sth of February 1777, did 
give the following Inftruction to the Governor General and Council, a Majority of whom, viz. Sir 
John Clavering, Colonel Monion, and Mr. Francis, had difapproved of the Plan of Provincial 
Councils.—“* If you are fully convinced that the Eftablifhmenc of Provincial Councils has not 
“« anfwered, nor is not capable of aniwering, the Purpofes intended by fuch Inititutions, we hereby 
s direct you to form a new Plan for the Collection of the Revenues, and to tranfmit the fame to us 
‘© for our Confideration.”’—That the faid Warren Hattings, in contradiction to his own Sentiments 
repeatedly declared, and to his own Advice repeatedly and deliberately given, and in defiance of the 
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Orders 
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Orders of the Directors, to whom he tranfmitted no previous Communication whatever of his fn. 
tention to abolifh che faid Provincial Councils, did, in the Beginning of the Year 1781, again change 
the whole Syftem of the Collections of the public Revenue of Bengal, as alfo the Adminiftration of 
Civil and Criminal Juftice throughout the Provinces.—That the faid Warren Haftings, in a Letter 
dated sth of May 1781, advifing the Court of Directors of the faid Changes, has falfely affirmed 
«© that the Plan of fuperintending and collecting the public Revenue of the Provinces, through the 
ss Agency of Provincial Councils, had been inftituted for the temporary and declared Purpole of in- 
“© troducing another more permanent Mode dy an ¢a/y and gradual Change:”—That, on the contrary, 
the faid Warren Haftings, from the Year 1773 to the Year 1781, has conftantly and uniformly 
infifted on the Wifdom of that Inftitution, and on the Neceffity of never departing from it:—That he 
has, in that Time, repeatedly advifed that the faid Infticution fhould be confirmed tn Perpetuity by 
an Act of Parliament :—That the faid total Diffolution of the Provincial Councils was not introduced 


by any eafy aod gradual Change, nor by any Gradations whatever ; but was fudden and unprepared, . 


and inftantly accomplifhed by a fingle Act of Power: and that the faid Warren Haftings, in the Place of 
the faid Councils, has fubfticuted a Committee of Revenue, confifting of Four covenanted Servants, on 
Principles oppofite to thofe which he had himfelf profeffed , and with exclufive Powers, teuding to de- 
prive the Members of the Supreme Council of a due Knowledge of, and Infpection into, the Ma- 
nagemenc of the Territorial Revenues, {pecially and unalienably vetted by the Legiflature in the 
Governor General and Council, and to veft the fame folely and entirely in the faid Warren Haftings. 
—That the Reafons affigned, by the faid Warren Haftmgs, for conftituting the faid Committee of Re- 
venue, are incompatible with thofe which he profeffed, when he abolifhed the fubordinate Council 
of Revenue at Muxadavad :—That he has invefted the faid Committee, in she fulleft Manner, with all the 


Powers and Authority of the Governor General and Council :—That he has thereby contracted the ; 


whole Power and Office of the Provincial Councils into a fmall Compafs, and vetted the fame in 
Four Perfons appointed by himfelf:—That he has thereby taken the general Tranfaction and Cogni- 
zance of Revenue Bulinefs out of the Supreme Council:—-That the faid Committee are impowcred 
to. conduct the current Bufinefs of the Revenue Department, without Reference to the Supreme 
Council, and only report to the Board fuch extraordinary Occurrences, Claims, and Propofals, as may re- 


quire the fpecial Orders of the Board :—-That even the Inftruction to report to the Board, in extraor- % 


dinary Cafes, is nugatory and fallacious, being accompanied with Limitations which make it impof- 
fible for the faid Board to decide on any Queftions whatfoever : fince it is exprefsly provided by the 
faid Warren Haftings, that, if the Members of the Committee differ in Opinion, it is mot expetied that 
every diffentient Opinion foould be recorded ; confequently the Supreme Council, on any Reference to their 
Board, can fee nothing but the Refolutions or Reafons of the Majority of the Commitree, without the 
Arguments on which the diffentient Opinions might be founded : and fince it is alfoexprefsly provided 
by the faid Warren Haftings, that the Determination of the Majority of the Committee foould not therefore 
be flayed, unlefs it foould be fo agreed by the Majority; that is, that, notwithftanding the Reference to the 
Supreme Council, the Meafure fhall be executed without waiting for their Decifion—That the faid 
Warren Hatftings has delivered his Opinion, with many Arguments to fupport the fame, in Favour of long 
Leafes of the Lands, in Preference to Annual Settlements; that he has particularly declared, ‘ that the 
«© Farmer,who holds his Farm for One Year only, having no Intereft in the next, takes what he can with 
«© the Hand of Rigour, which, even in the Execution of legal Claims, is often equivalent to Violence. 
“© He is under the Neceffity of being rigid, and even cruel, for what is left in Arrear, after the Ex- 
‘© piration of his Power, is at beft a doubtful Debt, if ever recoverable. He will be tempted to ex- 
‘< ceed the Bounds of Right, and to augment his Income by irregular Exa€tions, and by racking the 
« Tenants, for which Pretences will not be wanting, where the Farms pafs Annually from one Hand 
“to another, That the Difcouragements which the Tenants feel, from being transferred every Year 
“‘ to new Landlords, are a great Objection to fuch fhort Leafes ; that they contribute to injure the 
** Cultivation, and difpeople the Lands. That, on the contrary, from long Farms, the Farmer 
“© acquires a permanent Intereft in his Lands: he will, for his own Sake, lay out Money in affifting 
“ his Tenants, in improving Lands already cultivated, and in clearing and cultivating wafte Lands.” — 
That neverthelefs the faid Warren Haftings, having left it to the Difcretion of the Committee of 
Revenue, appointed by him in 1781, to fx the Time for which the enfuing Settlement fhould be 
made ; and the faid Committee having declared, that, with refpec? to the Period of the Leases in genc- 
ral, it appeared to the Committee, that to limit them to One Year would be the beft Period, he, the 
faid Warren Haftings, approved of that Limitation, in manifeft Contradiction to all his own Argu- 
ments, Profeffiom, and Declarations, concerning the fatal Confequences of Annual Lealcs of the 
Lands :—That, in fo doing, the faid Warren Hattings did not hold himfelf bound or reftrained by 
the Orders of the Court of Direétors, bur aéted upon his own Difcretion ; and that he has, for partial 
and interefted Purpofes, exercifed that Difcretion, in particular Inftances, againft his own general Set- 
tlement for One Year, by granting perpetual Leafes of Farms and Zemindafies to Perfons {pecially 
favoured By him; and particularly by granting a perpetual Leafe of the Zemindary of Baharbund to his 
Servant Canto Baboo, on very low Terms :—That, in all the preceding Tranfactions, the faid Warren 
Haftings did act contrary to his Duty, as Governor of Fort William, contrary to the Orders ot his Em- 
ployer, and contrary to his own declared Senfe of Expediency, Confiftency, and Juftice; and thereby 
did hatrafs and afflict the Inhabitants of the Provinces with perpetual Changes in the Sy {tem and Ei xecu- 
tion of the Government placed over them, and with continued Innovations and Exactions againft the 
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Rights of the faid Inhabitants; thereby deftroying all Security to private Property, and all Confidence 
jn the good Faith, Principles, and Juftice of the Britith Government: and that the faid Warren 
Hattings, having fubftituted his own Inftruments to be the Managers and Collectors of the public 
Revenue, in che Manner hereinbefore mentioned, did aét in manifelt Breach and Defiance of an A& 
of the 13th of His prefent Majefty, by which the Ordering and Management and Government of all tbe 
Territorial Revenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Babar, ang Orifa were velted in the Governor General 
and Council, without any Power of delegating the faid Truft and Duty to any other Perfons,; and 
that by fuch unlawful Delegation of the Powers of the Council to afubordinate Board appointed by 
himfelf, he, the faid Warren Haftings, did in Effe& unite and veft in his own Perfon the Ordering, 
Government, and Management of all the faid Territorial Revenues :—And that, for the faid illegal 
Act, he, the faid Warren Hatftings, is folely anfwerable, the fame having been propofed and refolved 
in Council when the Governor General and Council confifted but of Two Perions prefent; namely, 
the faid Warren Haftings, and the late Edward Wheler, Efquire; and when confequently the Go- 
vernor General, by virtue of the cafting Voice, poffeffed the whole Power of the Government.—-That, 
in all the Changes and Innovations hereinbefore defcribed, the Pretence ufed by the faid Warren 
Haftings, to recommend and juftify the fame to the Court of Dire€tors, has been, that fuch Changes 
and Innovations would be attended with Increafe of Revenue, or Diminution of Expence to the 
Eaft India Company :—That fuch Pretence, if true, would not have been a Juftification of fuch Ads 5 
but that fuch Pretence is falfe and groundlefs.—That, during the Adminiftration of the faid Warren 
Flaftings, the Territorial Revenues have declined ; that the Charges of collecting the fame have greatly 
increafed ; and that the faid Warren Haltings, by his Neglect, Mifmanagement, and by a direct and 
intended Wafte of the Company’s Property, is chargeable with and an{werable for all the faid Decline 
of Revenue, and all the faid Increafe of Expence. ) 
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N° 15. 


MISDEMEANORS in OUDE 


and Subordination to the Company, in a flourifhing Condition with regard to Culture, 
merce, and Population, and their Rulers and principal Nobility maintained themfelves in 
a State of Affluence and Splendour; but very fhortly after the Period aforefaid the Profperity, 
both of the Country and its Chiefs, began fenfibly and rapidly to decline; infomuch that the 
Revenue of the faid Province, which on the loweft Eftimation had been found, in the Commence- 
ment of the Britifh Influence, at upwatds of Three Millions Sterling Annually (and that ample 
Revenue raifed without Detriment to the Country) did not, in the Year 1779, exceed the Sum of 
£.1,500,000, and in the fubfequent Years did fall much fhort of that Sum, although the Rents 
were generally advanced, and the Country grievoufly oppreffed in order to raife it. 


I. 
T: AT the Province of Oude, and its Dependencies, were, before their Connection with 
om 


II. 

That in the aforefaid Year 1779, the Demands of the Eaft India Company on the Nabob of 
Oude are ftated by Mr. Purling, their Refident at the Court of Oude, to amount to the Sum of 
£. 1,360,000 Sterling and upwards, leaving (upon the Suppofition that the whole Revenue fhould 
amount to the Sum of £. 1,500,000 Sterling, to which it did not amount) no more than 
{£. 140,000 Sterling for the Support of the Dignity of the Houfehold and Family of the Nabob, 
and for the Maintenance of his Government, as well as for the Payment of the public Debts due 


within the Province, 


I]. 

That by the Treaty of Fyzabad, a regular Brigade of the Company’s Troops, to be ftationed 
in the Dominions of the Nabob of Oude, were kept up at the Expence of the faid Nabob; in 
Addition to which, a temporary Brigade of the fame Troops was added to his Eftablifhmentr, 
together with feveral detached Corps in the Company’s Service, and a great Part of his own 
Native Troops were put under the Command of Britifh Officers. 


IV. 

That the Expence of the Company’s temporary Brigade increafed in the fame Year (the Year 
of 1779) upwards of £. 80.000 Sterling above the Eftimate; and the Expence of the Country 
Troops under Britifh Officers, in the fame Period, increafed upwards of £. 40,000 Sterling ; and 
in Addition to the aforefaid ruinous Expences a latge Civil Eftablifhment was gradually, fecretly, 
and without any Authority from the Court of Directors, or Record in the Books of the Council 
General concerning the fame, formed for the Refident, and another, under Mr. Wombwell, an 
Agent for the Company; as alfo feveral Penfions and Allowances, in the fame fecret and clandef- 
tine Manner, were charged on the Revenues of the faid Nabob, for the Benefit of Britifh Sub- 
jects, befides large occafional Gifts to Perfons in the Company’s Service. 


V. 

That in the Month of November 1779, the faid Nabob did reprefent to Mr. Purling, the 
Company’s Refident aforefaid, the diftreffed State of his Revenues, in the following Terms: 
‘«¢ During Three Years paft, the Expence occafioned by the Troops in Brigade, and others com- 
«© manded by European Officers, has much diftreffed the Support of my Houfehold, infomuch 
« thac the Allowances made to the Seraglio and Children of the deceafed Nabob have been re- 
* duced to Owe Fourth of what it had been, upon which they have fubfifted in a very diftreffed 
‘© Manner for Two Years paft. The Attendants, Writers, and Servants, &c. of my Court have 
‘received no Pay for Two Years paft; and there is at prefent no Part of the Country that can 
“« be allotted to the Payment of my Father’s private Creditors, whofe Applications are daily 
‘‘ prefling upon me, All thefe Difficulties I have for thefe Three Years paft ftruggled through, 
and found this Confolation therein, that it was complying with the Pleafure of the Honourable 
«Company, and in the Hope that the Supreme Council would make Enquiry from impartial 
‘ Perfons into my diftreffed Situation; but I am now forced to a Reprefentation. From the 


« preat Increase of Expence, the Revenues were neceffarily farmed out af @ bigh Rate; and Defi- 
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¢¢ ciencies followed Yearly. The Country and Cultivation is abandoned, and this Year in par- 
“ ticular, from the exceffive Drought, Deductions of many Lacks” [ftated by the Refident, in. his 
Letter to the Board of the 13th of the Month following, to amount to 25 Lack, or £. 250,000 
Sterling} «* have been allowed the Farmers, who were ftill left unfatisfied.——I have received 
* but jaft fufficient to fupport my abfolute Neceffities, the Revenues being deficient to the 
« Amount of 15 Lack [ £.150,000 Sterling] and for this Reafon, many of the old Chieftains, with 
“ their Troops, and the Sell Attendants of the Court, were forced to leave it, and there 1s now 
€ only a few Foot and Horfe for the Collection of my Revenues; and fhould the Zemindars 
' be refractory, there is not left a fufficient Number to reduce them to Obedience,” And the 
faid Nabob did therefore pray, that the Afignments for the new Brigade, the Corps of Horfe, 
and the other detached Bodies of the Company’s Troops, might not be required from him ; al- 
ledging, “ That the former was not only quite ufelefs to his Government, but moreover the Caufe 
©* of much Lofs both in the Revenues and Cuftoms ; and that the detached Bodies of Troops, under 
“ their European Officers, brought nothing but Confufion into the Affairs of his Government, 
‘* and were entirely their own Matters.” 


VI. 

That it appears that the faid Nabob was not bound by any Treaty to the Maintenance, without 
his Confent, even of the old Brigade; the Court of Directors having, in dheir Letter of the 1sth 
December 1775, approved of keeping the fame in his Service, “ provided tt was done with the 
«« free Confent of the Soubab, and by no Means without it.” And the new Brigade, and temporary 
Corps, were raifed on the exprefs Condition that the Expence thereof fhould be charged on the 
Nabob only ¢ for fo long a Time as he foould require the Corps for his Service.” And the Court of 
Directors exprefs to the Governor General and Council their Senfe of the faid Agreement in the 
_ following Terms: “ But if you intend to exert your Influence, firft to induce the Vizier to ac- 
 guiefce in your Propofal, and afterwards to compel him to keep the Troops tu his Pay during your 
« Pleafure, your Intents are unjuft; and a correfpondent Condud? would refiett great Difbonour on the 
“© Company.” 


VI. 

That in Anfwer to the decent and humble Reprefentation aforefaid of the Nabob of Oude, 
the Allegations of which, fo far as they relate to the diftreffed State of the Nabob’s Finances, 
and his total Inability to difcharge the Demands made on him, were confirmed by the Teflimony 
of the Englifh Refident at Oude, and which the faid Haftings did not deny, in the Whole or in 
any Part thereof, he, the faid Warren Haftings did, on Pretence of certain political Dangers, 
declare the Relief defired, to be ‘* without Hefitation fota//y inadmiffible ;’’ and did falfely and 
malicioufly infinuate, ‘¢ that the Joxe in which the Demands of the Nabob were afferted, and 
‘© the Seafon in which they were made, did give Caufe for the moft alarming Su/picions.” And the 
faid Warren Haftings did, in a Letter to the Nabob aforefaid, written in haughty and infolent 
Language ; and without taking any Notice of the Diftreffes of the faid Nabob, alledged and 
verified as before recited, “require and infift upon your [the Nabob’s] granting Tuncaws 
« [Affignments] for the full Amount of their [the Company’s] Demands upon you for the cur- 
“rent Year, and on yourreferving Funds fufficient to anfwer them, even fhould the Deficiencies of 
“ your Revenues compel you to leave your own Troops unprovided for, or to difband a Part of them, to 
“ enable you to effed? it.” 


VOI. 

That in a Letter, written at the fame Time to the Refident Purling, and intended for his 
Directions in enforcing on the Nabob the unjuft Demands aforefaid, the faid Warren Hattings 
hath afferted, in direct Contradiction to the Treaties fubfifting between the faid Nabob and the 
Company, ‘ that he [the Nabob] ftands engaged to our Government to maintain the Englith 
« Armies, which, at his own Requeft, have been formed for the Protection of his Dominions ; 
“and that it is our Part, and not bis, to judge and determine in what Manner and at what Time 
“© thefe foall be reduced and withdrawn.” And ina Minute af Confultation, when the aforefaid 
Meafure was propofed by the faid Haftings to the Supreme Council, he did affirm and main- 
tain, that the Troops aforefaid “ had now no /eparate or diftinct Exiftence from ours, and 
“© may be properly faid to confift of our whole Military Eftablifhment, with the Exception 
‘© only of our European Infantry ; and that they could not be withdrawn without impofing on 
«the Company the additional Burthen of them, or difbanding Nine Battalions of difciplined 
«© Sepoys, and Three Regiments of Horfe.” 


IX. 

That in the Minute of Confultation aforefaid he [the faid Warren Haftings] hath further, 
in Juftification of the violent and arbitrary Proceedings aforefaid, afferted, «that the Arrange- 
“* ment of Meafures between the Britifh Government and their Allies, the Native Powers of 
** India, muft, in cafe of Difagreement about the Neceffity thereof, de decided by the ftrongef ;” 
and hath thereby advanced a dangerous and moft indecently-expreffed Pofition, fubverfive of 
the Rights of Allies, and tending to breed War and Confufion, inftead of Cordiality and Co- 
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operation amongft them, and to deftroy all Confidence of the Princes of India in the Faith 
and Juftice of the Englifh Nation: And the faid Haftings having further, in the Minute 
aforefaid, prefumed to threaten to * bring to Punifhment, if my Influence [his the faid 
¢ Haftings’s Influence] can produce that Effect, thofe Incendiaries who have endeavoured to 
«© make themfelves the Inftruments of Divifion between us,” hath, as far as in him lay, ob- 
ftructed the Performance of One of the moft effential Duties of a Prince, engaged in an unequal 
Alliance with a prefiding State—that of reprefenting the Grievances of his Subjects to that more 
powerful State, by whofe Acts they fuffer; leaving thereby the governing Power in total 
Ignorance of the Effects of its own Meafures, and to the oppreffed People no other Choice 
chan the Alternative of an unqualified Submiflion, or a Refiftance productive of Confequences 
more fatal. 


X. 

That all Relief being denied to the Nabob, in the Manner and on the Grounds aforefaid, the 
Demands of the Company on the faid Nabob in the Year following, that is to fay, in the Year 
1780, did amount to the enormous Sum of £. 1,400,000 Sterling, and the Diflrefs of the Pro- 
vince did rapidly increafe, 


XI. 

That the Nabob, on the 24th of February of the fame Year, did again write to the Governor 
General, the faid Warren Haftings, a Letter, in which he expreffed his conftant Friendfhip to 
the Company, and his Submiffion and Obedience to their Orders; and afferting, that he had not 
troubled them with any of his Difficulties, trufting they would learn them from other Quarters, 
and that he fhould be relieved by their Friendfhip: ** But (he fays) when the Anife bad pene- 
“¢ trated to the Bone, and J was furrounded with fuch heavy Diftreffes, that I could no longer 
‘¢ live in Expectations, I then wrote an Account of my Difficulties. The Anfwer I have re- 
ceived to it is fuch, that it has given me inexpreffible Grief and Affliction, I never had the 
leaft Idea or Expeéctation from you and the Council, that you would have given your Orders 
in fo afflicting a Manner, in which you never before wrote, and I could never bave imagined, 
I have delivered up all my private Papers to him [the Refident] that after examining my 
Receipts and Expenees, he may take whatever remains. That as I know it to be my Duty 
to fatisfy you [the Company and Council] I have not failed to obey in any Inftance ; but 
requefted of him that it might be done fo as not to diftrefs me in my neceffary Expences. 
There being no other Funds but thofe for the Expences of my Mutfeddies [Clerks and Accoun- 
tants] Houfehold Expences, and Servants, &c. he demanded thefe in fuch a Manner, thar, 
being remedilefs, I was obliged to comply with what he required. He has accordingly 
ftopned the Penfions of my old Servants for 30 Years, whether Sepoys [Soldiers] Mutfeddies [Se- 
cretaries and Accountants| or Houfebold Servants, and the Expences of my Femily and Kitchen, 
together with the Jaghires of my Grandmother, Mother, and Aunts, and of my Brothers aud 
“ Dependants, which were for their Support.” 7 


XII. 
That in Anfwer to the Letter aforefaid, the Refident received from the faid Warren Haftings 
and Council an Order to perfevere in the Demand to its fullefl Extent, that is to fay, to the 


Amount of £, 1,400,000 Sterling. 
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XIII. 

That on the 1sth of May the Nabob replied, complaining, in an humble and fuppliant Man- 
ner, of his diftreffed Situation, that he had at firft oppofed the afligning to the Ufe of the 
Company the Eftates of his Mother, of his Grandmother, of one of his Uncles, and of the 
Sons of another; but that, in Obedience to the Injunctions of the Gentlemen of the Council, 
it had been done, to the Amount, on the Whole, of £. 80,000 Sterling a Year, or thereabouts: 
That whatever Effects were in the Country, with even his Table, his Animals, and the Salaries 
of his Servants, were granted in Affignments: That befides thefe, if they were refolved again 
to compel him to give up the Eftates of his Parents and Relations, which were granted them 
for their Maintenance, they were at the Company’s Difpofal ; faying, “ If the Council have 
“« directed you to attach them, do it: In the Country no further Sources remain, I have 
“ no Means; for I have not a Subfiftence—How long fhall I dwell upon my Misfor- 
“© tunes ?” : 


XIV. 

That the Truth of the faid Remonftrances was not difputed, nor the Zone in which they were 
written complained of, the fame being fubmiffive, and even abject, though the Caufe (his Dif- 
treffes) was by the faid Haftings, in a great Degree, and in Terms the moft offenfive, attributed 
to the Nabob himfelf; but no Relief was given, and the fame unwarrantable Eftablifhments, 
maintained at the fame ruinous Expence were, kept up. 
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XV. 

That the faid Warren Haflings having confidered as Incendiaries thofe who advifed the Remon- 
ftrances aforefaid, and to prevent the fame in future having denounced Vengeance on thofe con- 
cerned therein, did, for the Purpofe of keeping in his own Power all Reprefentations of the State 
of the Court and Country aforefaid, and to fubjeét both the one and the other to his own 
arbitrary Will, and to draw to himfelf and to his Creatures the Management of the Nabob’s 
Revenues, in Defiance of the Orders of the Court of Directors, a Second Time recall Mr. 
Briftow, the Company’s Refident, from the Court of Oude; having once before recalled him, as 
the faid DireCtors exprefs themfelves, “ without the Shadow of a Charge being exhibited againft 
«him ;” and having, 6n the Occafion and Time now flated, produced no fpecific clare 
againft the faid Refident ;-and he the faid Haftings did appoint Nathaniel Middleton, Ffquite, 
to fucceed him, it being his declared Principle, that he muft have a Perfon of bis own Confi- 
dence in that Situation. 


XVI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, after he had refufed all Relief to the Diftreffes of the Nabob, 
in the Manner aforefaid, and had defcribed thofe who advifed the Reprefentation of the Grievances 
of Oude as Jncendiaries, did himfelf, in a Minute of the a1ft May 1781, deferibe that Province 
“as fallen into a State of great Diforder and Confufion, and its Refources in an extraordinary 
«© Degree diminifhed ;” and did ftate, that his Prefence in the faid Province was requefted by 
the Nabob; and that unlefs fome effectual Meafures were taken for his Relief, he [the Nabob} 
mutt be under the Neceffity of leaving his Country, and coming down to Calcutta, to reprefent 
the Situation of his Government. And Mr. Wheler did declare, that the Governor General’s 
Reprefentation of the State of that Province ‘ was but too well founded; and was convinced 
¢ that it would require his utmoft Abilities and Powers, applied and exercifed on the Spot, te 
“«¢ reftore it to its former good Order and Affluence.” 


XVII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in Confequence of the Minute aforefaid, did grant to himfelf, 
and did procure the Confent of his only Colleague, Edward Wheler, Efquire, to a Commiffion or 
Delegation, with Powers ‘ to affift the Nabob Vizier in forming fuch Regulations as may be 
«¢ neceffary for the Peace and good Order of his Government, the Improvement of his Revenue, 
« and the Adjuftment of the mutual Concerns fubfifting between him and the Company.”— 
And in the faid Commiffion or Delegation he, the faid Warren Haftings, did caufe to be inferted 
certain Powers and Provifions, of a new and dangerous Nature; (that is to fay) reciting the Bu- 
finefs before mentioned, he did convey to himfelf « fuch Authority to enforce the fame, as the 
«© Governor General and Council might or could exercife, on Occafons tx ich they could be warranted 
« to exercife the fame; and to form and conclude fuch feveral Eng..¢iments or Treaties with the 
“© Nabob Vizier, the Government of Barar, and with any Chiefs or Powers of Hindoftan, as be 
«¢ fhould judge expedient and neceffary.” Towards the Conclufion of the A& or Inftrument 
aforefaid are the Words following; viz. ‘It is hereby declared, thar all fuch Aé&ts, and all fuch 
¢¢ Engagements or Treaties aforefaid, fhall be binding on the Governor General and Council in 
«¢ the fame Manner, and as effeftually, as if they bad been done and paffed by the fpecific and imme- 
cc diate Concurrence and aftual Funétion of the Governor General and Council, in Council affembled.” 
And the faid Powers were, by the faid Warren Haftings, given by himifelf and the faid Wheler, 
under the Seal of the Company, on the jd July 1781. 


XVITI. 
That the faid Commiffion, delegating to him, the faid Warren Haftings, the whole Functions 
of the Council, is deftructive to the Confticution thereof; and is contrary to the Company’s 
Standing Orders; and is illegal. 


That in virtue of thofe Powers, and the illegal Delegation aforefaid, the faid Warren Haftings, 
after he had finifhed his Bufinefs at Benares, did procure a Meeting with the Nabob of Oude, at 
a Place called Chunar, upon the Confines of the Country of Benares, and did there enter into a 
Treaty, or pretended Treaty, with the faid Nabob; one Part of which the faid Warren Haftings 
did pee was drawn up from a Series of Requifitions prefented to him by the Nabob, but 
which Reguifitions, or any Copy thereof, or of any other material Document relative thereto, he 
did not at the Time tran{mit to the Prefidency ; the faid Warren Haftings informing Mr. Wheler, 
that the Refident, Middleton, had taken the authentic Papers relative to this Tranfaction with 
him to Lucknow: And it does not appear that the faid Warren Haftings did ever reclaim the faid 
Papers, in order to record them at the Prefidency, to be tran{mitted to the Court of Direétors, 
as it was his Duty to do, 


XX. 
That the Purport of certain Articles of the faid Treaty, on the Part of the Company, as, 
that in Confideration of the Nabob’s Jnadility (which Inability thereamble of the Treaty afferts 
4 to 
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to have been ‘ repeatedly and urgently reprefented”’) to fupport the Expences of the temporary 
Brigade, and of Three Regiments of Cavalry, and alfo of the Britifh Officers, with their Batta- 
lions, and of other Gentlemen, who were then paid by him, the feveral Corps aforefaid, and the 
other Gentlemen (with the Exception of the Refident’s Office, then on the Nabob’s Lif, and a 
Regiment of Sepoys for the Refident’s Guard) fhould, after a Term of Two and a Half Months, 
be no longer at his [the Nabob’s] Charge.—‘* The true Meaning of this being, that no more 
«¢ Troops than One Brigade, and the Pay and Allowances of a Regiment of Sepoys” (as afore- 
faid to the Refident) amounting in the Whole to £. 342,000 a Year, fhould be paid by the Na- 
bob. And that no Officers, Troops, or others, foould be put upon the Nabob’s Eftablifoment, exclu- 
five of thofe in the faid Treaty ftipulated. 


XXI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did defend and juftify the faid Articles, in which the Troops 
aforefaid were to be removed from the Nabob’s Eftablifhment, by declaring as follows: ‘ That 
« the afual Difburfements to thofe Troops had fallen upon our own Funds, and that we fupport 
‘© a Body of Troops, eftatlifhed /olely for the Defence of the Nabob’s Poffefions, at our own 
“© Expence. It is true, we charge the Nabob with this Expence; but the large Balance already 
‘ due from him fhews too juftly the little Profpect there was of difengaging ourfelves from a 
“© Burtben which was daily adding to our Diftreffes, and muft foon become infupportable, al- 
“ though it were granted that the Nabob’s Debt, then fuffered to accumulate,. might at fome 
“© future Period be liquidated ; and that this Meafure would fubftantially effect an safant Relief 
‘© to the pecuniary Diftreffes of the Company.” 


XXII. 

That Nathaniel Middleton, the Refident, did alfo declare, that he would at all Times teflify, 
' that upon the Plan of the foregoing Years, the Receipts from the Nabob were only a Deception, 
“and not an Advantage, but an Injury to the Company ;” and ‘ that a Remiffion to the Nabob, of 
this infufferable Burtben, was a Profit to the Company.” And the faid Haftings did affert, that 
the Force of the Company was not leffened by withdrawing the temporary Troops; although 
(when it fuited the Purpofe of the faid Haftings, in denying juft Relief to the Diftreffes of the faid 
Nabob of Oude) he had not fcrupled to affert the direét contrary of the Pofitions by him maintained 
in Juftification of the Treaty of Chunar, having, in his Minute aforefaid, of the 15th of December 
1779, afferted, < that thefe Troops” [the Troops maintained by the Nabob of Oude] ‘had no 
‘<< Jeparate or diftint? Exiftence, and may be properly faid to confift of our whole Military Efta- 
‘© blifhment, with the Exception only of our European Infantry; and that they could not be 
“ withdrawn, witheut impofing on the Company the additional Burthen of their Expence, or difbanding 
‘© Nine Battalions of difciplined Sepoys, and Three Regiments of Horfe.”’ 


XXII. 

That he, the faid Warren Haftings, in Juftification of his Agreement to withdraw the Troops 
aforefaid from the Territories and Pay of the Nabob of Oude, did further declare, ‘ that he had 
‘© been too much accuftomed to the Tales of hoftile Preparation, and impending Invafions, againft 
‘© all the-Evidence of political Probability, to regard them as any other than Phantoms, raifed 
‘¢ for the Purpofe of perpetuating or multiplying Commands ;” and he did truft * all Ideas of 
‘© Danger from the neighbouring Powers was altogether vifionary; and that, even if they had 
«¢ been better founded, this Mode of anticipating poffible Evils would be more mifchievous than 
« any thing they had Reafon to apprehend,” and that the internal State of the Nabob’s Domi- 
nions did not require the Continuance of the faid Troops; and that the Nabob, “ whofe Conceri 
“© 4t was, and not ours,” did affirm the fame, notwithftanding he the faid Haftings had before, in 
Anfwer to the humble Supplications of the Nabob, afferted, that ‘* it was our Part, and not his, 
« to judge and determine in what Manner, and at what Time, they fhould be reduced or with- 
« drawn.” 


XXIV. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in Support of his Meafure of withdrawing the faid Brigade, 
and other Troops, did alfo reprefent, that “the remote Stations of thofe Troops, placing the 
‘© Commanding Officers beyond the Notice and Controul of the Board, afforded too much 
‘¢ Opportunity and Temptation for unwarrantable Emoluments, and excited the Contagion of 
“ Peculation and Rapacity throughout the whole Army; and as an Inftance thereof, that a Court 
“@ Martial, compofed of Officers of Rank and refpectable Characters, unanimoufly and honour- 
« ably, “ moft honourably,” acquitted an Officer upon an acknowledged Fact, which in Times 
‘of ftriéter Difcipline would have been deemed a Crime deferving the fevereft Punifh- 
s ment.” 


AXV. 
. That-the faid Warren Haftings having in the Letter aforefaid contradicted all the Grounds 
and Reafons by him affigned for keeping up the aforefaid Eftablifhment, and having declared 
his own Conviction, that the Whole was a Fallacy and Jmpofition, and a Detriment to the Com- 
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{even of the principal Perfons of his Country, comprehending therein his own neareft Relations, 
and the ancient Friends and Dependants of his Family: The Annual Value of the faid Eftates 
thus confifcated, amounting to £.435,000 Sterling, or thereabouts, upon an old Valuation, but 
ftated by the Refident Middleton as being found to yield confiderably more. 


XXXV. 

_ That the violent and unjuft Meafure aforefaid, fubverfive of Property, utterly deftrudtive of 
feveral ancient and confiderable Families, and moft difhonourable to the -Britifh Government, 
did produce an univerfal Difcontent, and the greateft Confufion throughout the whole Country ; 
the faid confifcated Lands being on this Occafion put to Rack Rents, and the People grievoufly 
oppreffed. And to prevent a Poffibility of Redrefs, at leaft for a confiderable Time, the faid 
confifcated Eftates were mortgaged (it appearing otherwife impracticable to make an Approach 
towards fatisfying the exorbitant Demands of the faid Haftings) for a great Sum, to certain 
ufurious Bankers or Money Dealers at Benares. 


XXXVI. 

That befides thefe enormous Demands, which were in Part made for the Support of feveral 
Corps of Troops under Britith Officers, which, by the Treaty of Chunar, ought to have been 
removed, very large extra Charges, not belonging to the Military Lift of the faid Nabob, and 
feveral Civil Charges and Penfions were continued, and others newly put on, fince the Treaty 
of Chunar; namely, an Allowance to Sir Eyre Coote of 15,554 Rupees per Month (being up- 
wards of £.18,664 Sterling a Year) and an Allowance to Trevor Wheler, Efquire, of 5,000 
Rupees per Month (or £.6,000 Sterling, and upwards, a Year) and the Whole of the fettled 
Charges, not of a Military Nature, to Britifh Subjects, did amount to little lefs than £.140,000 
Yearly ; and if other Allowances, not included in the Fitimate, were added, would greatly ex- 
ceed that Sum, befides much more which may juftly be fufpected to have been paid, no Part 
whereof had at that Time been brought forward to any public Account. 


XXXVI. 

That the Commander of One of thefe Corps, of whofe Burthen the faid Nabob did complain, 
was Lieut. Colonel Alexander Hannay, who did farm the Revenues of certain Diftricts, called 
Baraitch and Gorachpore, which the faid Haftings, in the gth Article of his Inftructions to Mr. 
Briftow, did eflimate at 23 Lacks of Rupees, or £.230,000 per Ann. ; but under his, the faid 
Hannay’s Management, the Collections did very greatly decline ; Complaints were made that 
the Countries aforefaid were harraffed and oppreffed, and the fame did fall into Confufion—and, 
at aft, the Inhabitants broke out into a general Rebellion. 


XXXVIII, 

That the far greater Part of the faid heavy Lift was authorized or ordered, by him the faid 
Warren Haftings, for the Purpofe of extending his own corrupt Influence. For it doth ap- 
pear, that at the Time when he did pretend, in Conformity to the Treaty of Chunar aforefaid, to 
temove the Company’s Servants, ‘* Civi/ and Military, from the Court and Service of the Vizier,” 
he did affert, that he thereby did ‘ diminifh his own Influence, as well as that of his Colleagues, by 
‘© narrowing the Line of Patronage ;” which proves, that the Offices, Penfions, and other Emo- 
luments aforefaid, in Oude, were of 415 Patronage, as his Patronage could not be diminifhed by 
taking away the faid Offices, &c. unlefs the fame had been fubftantially of his Gift; and he 
did, atthe Time of the pretended Reformation aforefaid, exprefs both his Knowledge of the 
i:xiftence of the faid exceffive and abufive Eftablifhments, and his Senfe of his Duty in taking 
_them away; for in agreeing to the Article in the Treaty of Chunar, for abolifhing the faid Efta- 
blifhments, he did declare himfelf « actuated folely by Motives of uffice to the Nabob, and a 
« Regard to the Honour of our National Charaéer;” and, according to his own Reprefentation, 
the faid Servants of the Company, Civil and Military, ‘* by their Numbers, their Influence, and 
«¢ the enormous Amount of their Salaries, Penfions, and Emoluments, were an intolerable Burthen 
«on the Revenues and Authority of the Vizier; and expofed us to the Envy and Refentment of 
“© the whole Country, by excluding the native Servants and Adherents of the Vizier from the Re- 
«¢ wards of their Serviccs and Attachment.” 


XXXIX. ° 

That the Revenue of the Country being anticipated, mortgaged, and dilapidated by the Coun- 
fel, Concurrence, Connivance, and Influence, and often by the direét Order of the faid Warren 
Haftings, the whole Civil Government, Magiftracy, and Adminiftration of Juftice, gradually de- 
clined, and at Length totally ceafed, through the Whole of the vaft Provinces which compofe the 
Territory of Oude; and no Power was vifible therein, but that of the Farmers of the Revenue, 
attended by Bodies of Troops to enforce the Collections; infomuch that Robberies, Affaffina- 
tions, and Acts of every Defcription of Outrage and Violence, were perpetrated with Impunity ; 
and even in the capita] City of Lucknow, the Se1t of the Sovereign Power, there was no Court 
of Juftice whatever to take Cognizance of fuch Offences. 
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XL. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, when he did interfere in the Government of Oude, was 
obliged by his Duty to interfere for the good Purpofes of Government, and not merely for 
the Purpofe of extorting Money therefrom, and enriching his own Dependants, which latter 
Purpofe alone he did effeé&t in the Manner before mentioned, but not One of the former. For 
the faid Haftings having procured the extraordinary Powers given by and to himfelf by his 
Delegation of the 3d of July 1781, did declare the fame to be for the Purpofe, among many 
others, ‘ of aflifting the Nabob Vizier in forming fuch Regulations as may be neceffary for the 
‘¢ Peace and good Order of his Government, and the Improvement of his Revenue.” And in 
Confequence of the faid Powers the faid Warren Haftings did, in the Treaty of Chunar, obtain 
an Article from the Nabob, by which the faid Nabob did promife to attend to his Advice in the 
Reformation of his Civil Admiiniftration ; and he did give certain Inftructions to the Refident 
Middleton, to which he did require him to yield the mof implicit Obedience; and did in One 
Article thereof dire&t him to urge the Nabob to endeavour gradually, if ic could not be done 
at once, to eftablifh Courts of Adawlet [Juftice] and that the Darogas | Chief Criminal Ma- 

iftrates] Moulabies [Confulting or Affiftant Lawyers] and other Officers, fhou}d be felected 
Ey the Minifters, with his; the Refident’s, Concurrence: And afterwards, in his Initructions to 
the Refident Briftow, defiring hin to purfue the fame Object, he declared his Opinion, “ that 
«¢ the Want of fuch Courts, and the extreme Licentioufnefs occafioned thereby, is One of the 
«© moft difreputable Defeéts in his Highnefs the Nabob’s Government. And that while they 
«© do not exilt, every Man knows the Hazard which he incurs in lending his Money.” But 
he did give him the faid Refident no pofitive Inftruétion concerning the fame, fuppofing 
the Eftablifhment of fuch Courts a Matter of Difficulty; and did therefore leave him a Lati- 
tude in his Proceedings therein. 


XLI. 

That the faid Refident Briftow did, howeveér, in Conformity to the faid Inftructions, at laft 
given with fuch Latitude, endeavour to prevail on the faid Minifter gradually to introduce 
Courts of Juftice for the Cognizance of Crimes; by beginning to eftablifh a Criminal Coure 
under a native Judge, to judge according to the Mahomedan Law in the City of Lucknow. 
But Hyder Beg Khan, a Minifter of the faid Warren Haftings’s Nomination, and folely de- 
pendent upon him, did elude and obftruét; and in the End totally defeat the Eftablifhment of 
the fame. 

XLIf. | 

That the Obftruction aforefaid, and the evil Confequences thereof, were duly reprefented to 
the faid Haftings ; and though the faid Haftings had made it the Fourth Article of a Criminal 
Charge againft the Refident Middleton, “ that he did not report to the Governor General, or 
«* to the Board, the Progrefs which he had made from Time to Time in his Endeavours to 
“© comply with his Inftructions ; and that, if he met with any Impediments in the Execution 
«‘ of them, he had omitted to ftate thofe Impediments, and to apply for frefh Orders upon 
‘© them ;’""— yet he the faid Haftings did give no Manner of Support to the Refident Briftow 
againft the faid Hyder Beg Khan, and did not even anfwer feveral of his Letters, the faid Brif- 
tow’s*Zsetters, ftating the faid Impediments, or take any Notice of his Remonftrances ; but did 
at Length revoke his own Inftructions, declaring that he, the faid Refident, fhould not 
prefume to act upon the fame; and yet did not furnifh him with any others upon which he 
might act, but did uphold the faid Hyder Beg Khan in the Obftruction by him given to the 
Performance of the firft and fundamental Duty of all Government ; namcly, the Adminiftration 
2 Juftice, and the Protection of the Lives and Property of the Subject againft Wrong and 

iolence. 


XLII. 

That the faid Haftings did afterwards proceed to the Length of criminating the Refident, 
Briftow aforetaid, for his Endeavours to eftablifh the faid neceffary Court, as an Invafion of 
the Rights of the Nabob’s Government; when, if the Nabob, in his own proper Perfon and 
Character, and not the aforefaid Hyder Beg (who was a Creature of the faid Haftings) had op- 
pofed the Re-eftablifhment of Juftice in the faid Country, it was the Duty of the faid Haftings 
to have preffed the fame upon him by every Exertion of his Inflyence. And the faid Warren 
Haltings, in his pretended Attention to the Nabob’s Authority, when exercifed by his the faid 
Haftings’s Minifter, to prevent the Eftablifhment of Courts of Juftice for the Protection of Life 
and Property, at the fame Time that he did not hefirate, in the Cafe of the Confffcation of the 
Jaghires, and the Proceedings againft the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob, totally to 
fuperfede his Authority, and to force his Inclinations in Aéts which overturned all the Laws of 
Property, and offered Violence to all the Sentiments of natural Affection and Duty; and ac- 
cufing atthe fame Time his Inftruments for not going to the utmoft, Lengths in the Execue 
tion of his faid Orders, is guilty of an High Crime and Mifdemeanor, 
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That the faid Haftings did highly aggravate his Offence, in difcontinuing aad difcouragmg 
the Re-eftablifhment of Magiftracy, Law, and Order, in the Country of Oude, inafmuch as 
he did in the Eighth Article of his Inftructions to the Refident, order him to exercife Powers 
which ought to have been exercifed by lawful Magiftrates, and in a Manner agreeable to Law. 
And in he faid Article he did ftate the Prevalence of Rebellion in the faid Country of Oude, 
as if Rebellion could exift in a Country in which there was no Magiftracy, and no Protection 
for Life or Property, and in which the N ative Authority had no Force whatever; and in.which. 
he himfelf ftates the Exercife of Britifh Authority to be an abfolute Ufurpation: And he 
did accordingly direct a rigorous Profecution againft the Offence of Rebellion under fuch Cir- 
cumftances, but ‘ with a fair and impartial.Enquiry ;” when he did not permit the Eftablith- 
ment of thofe Courts of Juftice and Magiltracy, G which alone Rebellion could be prevented,’ 
or a fair and impartial Enquiry relative to the fame could be had. And particularly he did in- 
ftruét the faid Refident to obtain the Nabob’s Order for employing fome fure Means for appre- 
hending certain Zemindars, and particularly Three, in the Inftru€tion named, whom he the 
faid Haftings did caufe, upon what he calls good Information, founded upon fome Facts, to 
which he afferts he has the Teftimony of feveral Witneffes, ‘‘ that they had the Deftruction of 
*¢ Colonel Hannay, and the Officers under his Command, as’their immediate Object, and ulti- 
*« mately the Extirpation of the Englifh Influence and Power throughout all the Nabob’s Do- 
‘© minions ;”” and that they did ftill perfevere in their rebellious Conduct without Deviation, 
*¢ though the Nabob’s, and not our Government, was then the Object of it.” And he did direct 
the faid Refident, that if it fhould appear, ‘on a fair and regular Enquiry, that their Conduct 
© towards the Nabob had been fuch as it had been reported to be, to infift upon the Nabob’s 
“* punifhing them with Déath ; and to treat with the fame Rigour every Zemindar, and every 
*¢ Subject, who shall be the Leader in a Rebellion againft his Authority.” 


XLV. 

That the Crime of the faid Haftings, in his Procedure aforefaid, was further highly aggravated 
by his having received Information of feveral ftriking Circumftances, which ftrongly indicated 
the Neceflity of a regular Magiftracy and a legal Judicature, from the total Failure of Juftice, 
affecting not only the Subjects at large, but even the reigning Family itfelf; as alfo of the Caufes 
why no legal Magiftracy could exift, and why the Princes of the reigning Family were not only 
expofed to the Attacks of Affaffins, but even to a Want of the Protection which might be had 
from their Servants and Attendants, who were driven from their Mafters for Want of that 
Maintenance which the Princes their Mafters could not procure even for themfelves. And the 
Circumftances aforefaid were detailed to him the faid Haftings by the Refident Briftow, in a 
Letter from Lucknow, dated the 29th January 1784, to the Governor General the faid Warren 
Haftings, and the Council of Bengal, in the Terms following : 

«© The frequent Robberies and Murders perpetrated in bis Excellency’s the Vizier’s Domi- 
«© nions have been too often the Subject of my Reprefentations to your Honourable Board. 
«© From the total Want of Police, hardly a Day elapfes but I am informed of fome tragical 
sc Event, whereof the bare Recital is fhocking to Humanity. About Two Months fince an 
«* Attempt was made to affaffinate Rajah Ticket Roy, the Acting Minifter’s confidential Agent ; 
‘¢ but he happily efcaped unhurt, Nabob Behadre, bis Highne/s’s Brother, has not been fo for- 
‘* cunate, as will appear from Tranflations of Two of his Letters to me, N° 1, which I have the 
‘« Honour to enclofe for your Information. Although my Feelings are fenfibly hurt, and my 
« Compaffion ftrongly excited by the difgraceful and miferable State of Poverty to which bis Excel- 
‘© Jency’s Brothers are reduced, yet, fituated as I am, it 1s not in my Power to interfere with Effect. 
«< My Efforts on a former Occafion failed of Succefs, and my Interpoftion now would only excite the 
‘¢ Refentment of the Minifter towards the unhappy Sufferers, in Confequence of their Application to me, 
“* from whom aLone, however, they hope for Relief from their prefent Diftrefs; which, their near 
** Connection with the Vizier confidered, is both fhameful and unprecedented. That no regular 
“© Courts of Juftice have been eftablifhed in this Country is particularly pointed at in my In- 
© ftructions as the moft difreputable Defeé& in his Highnefs’s Government; yet the Minifter 
*€ feems determined on sbolithing even the Shadow of fo neceffary an Infticution. The Office of 
« Chief Juftice, as held by Molovy Morobine, was ever nugatory ; but now it is funk into the 
*« Joweft Contempt. The original Eftablifhment, inadequate as it was, is mouldering away, and. 
‘«¢ the Officers now attached to it are literally ftarving, as no Part of their Allowance has been 
‘© paid for above Six Months paft. He himfelf has propofed to refign his Appointment, being 
‘“¢ every Way precluded from a Poffibilicy of exercifing the Duties of it.” 


XLVI. 
That it appears by the faid Letter, and the Papers- therewith tranfmitted, as well as other Do- 
cuments in the faid Correfpondence, that in Confequence of the Diftrefs brought upon the 
Nabob’s Finances, certain of the Princes his Brethren, the Children of Sujah ul Dowla, the late 


Severcign of the Country, were put upon Penfions unfuitable to their Birth and Rank, and by the 
3 Mifmanagement 
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Mifmanagement of the Minifter aforefaid (appointed by the faid Warren Haftings) for Two 
Years together no confiderable Part of the faid inadequate Penfion was paid; and not being able 
to maintain-the Attendants neceffary for their Protection in a City in which all Magiftracy and 
Juftice was abolifhed, they were not only liable to fuffer the greateft Extremities of Penury, but 
their Lives were expofed to the Attempts of Affaffins. The Condition of One of the faid Princes, 
called the Nabob Bahadur, being by himfelf ftrongly exprefied in Thtee Letters to the faid 
Refident Briftow, the Firft dated the 28th of December 1783; the Second, the th of January 
1784; and the Third, the rth of January 1784; which Letters were duly tranfmitted in the 
Difpatch of the 29th of the fame Month, to Warren Haftings, Efquire; and are as follow : 


<¢ Your own Servant carried you the Account of what he himdfelf was an Eye Witnefs to, after 
‘¢ the Affair of laft Night. Thefe are the Particulars:— About Midnight my Aunt received 
#¢ Twelve Wounds from a Ruffian, of which fhe died. JI alfo ead Six fucceffive Stabs, 
«¢ which alarmed the People of the Houfe, who fet up a Shouting; whereupon the Affaffin run 
*‘ off. Befides being without Food, or the Means of providing any, this Misfortune has befallen 
«me. Jam defirous of fending the Coffin to your Door. It is your Duty, both for the Sake of God 
¢¢ and of Chrift, to execute Juftice, and to enquire what Harm I have done to the Murderer fufh- 
* cient to deferve Affaffination, or even Injury. You now fiand in the Place of bis Excellency the 
“* Vizier. J requeft you will do me Juftice. What more can I fay? 

P.S. ‘Iam alfo defirous to fhew you my Wounds.” 


From the fame, 29th January 1784. 


« ‘You have been duly informed of all the Circumftances relative both to the Murder of the 
tt Innocent, and of my being wounded, as well by my former Letter, as by the Meffenger whom 
“¢ you fent to enquire into the State of my Health; and I have every Reafon to hope, aa your 
a Coan Kindnefs, that you will not be deficient in feeking out the Affaffin. J am at this 
“© Moment overwhelmed in Misfortune. Whilft the Blood is flowing from my Wounds, neither I, nor 
© my Children, nor my Servants, have wherewithal to procure Subfifence ; nor have IJ it in my Power 
*¢ either to purchafe Remedies, or to reward the Phyfician—’sis for the Sake of God alone that be 
*¢ attends me. Thus loaded with Calamity upon Calamity, I am unable to fupport Life, for I 
‘¢ find no Relief from any Affiiction either Day or Night. Do you now ftand in the Place of my 
«* Father; grant me freth Life by fpeedy Ads of Benevolence. 

« For thefe Two laft Years his Excellency eftablifhed a Penfion for me of Twenty thoufand 
«© Rupees; but I never received the full Amount of it, either laft Year or the Year before. 
«¢ Should it, however, be paid me, though inadequate to my Defires, I fhall ftill be enabled to 
«« fupport myfelf. From the Beginning of this Year to the prefent Time I have not received a 
«¢ Farthing, nor do I expect any, though, if you afford Protection to the Oppreffed, all my Withes 
¢« will be accomplifhed. 1 was defirous of waiting on you with my Family, that you might be an 
« Eye Witnefs to their Condition ; but I was advifed not to ftir out on Account of my Wounds, 
«© What more can I fay ?” 


The following Extracts are made from the Third Letter from the fame Prince; dated 
January 15, 1784. 

«© The Particulars of the late and unforefeen Misfortune with which I have been overwhelmed, 
«¢ are not unknown unto you; that the innocent Blood of my Aunt, the Prop and Ruler of my 
«< Family, was fhed, and in the fame Manner I too was wounded. Until now I feel the Pain and 
ss Affliction of my Wounds; and no Perfon bas regarded my Solicitations for Redre/s, fought after the 
«© Affafin, and brought him to condign Punifoment, yourfelf excepted.” —‘ In like Manner, as the 
«© Honourable Governor General has adopted my Brother Saadut Ally Cawn for his Son, and 
* relieved him from the Vexation, Affliction, and Dependence of this Place, would it be extraor- 
«¢ dinary that you alfo fhould, in your Bounty and Favour, confent to adopt me, who do not 
« poffefs the Neceffaries of Life, and permit me to attend you to whatever Part of the World you 
«« may Travel, whereby I fhall at all Times derive Honour and Advantage ? Formerly us Three 
‘«¢ Brothers, Saadut Ally, Myrza Jungly, and J, the poor and oppreffed, were, in the Prefence of 
*¢ our bleffed Father, whofe Soul refts in Heaven, treated alike. Now the Minifters of this 
«¢ Government put me upon a Footing with our younger Brothers, who have lately left the 
«© Zennana, and whofe Expences are {mall. On this Scale, which is in every Refpect infufficient 
«¢ for my Maintenance, they pay the pitiful Allowance only when it ts their Pleafure to doit. My 
¢ Situation has for Years paft been increafing in Wretchednefs, to a Degree that J am in Want of 
« daily Bread, and my Servants and Animals are dying of Hunger, My Diftreffes are fo great that I 
« bave not been able to pay a Daum to the Surgeons for the Cure of my Wounds ; and they too aré 
“« dsfcouraged from affording me their Afiftance, or furnifbing me with Medicines. How then is it 
‘ poffible for me to exift ? Confidering you as my Patron, participating in my Afflictions, I have 
 reprefented the Circumftances concerning my Situation; and i hope, from your Friendhhip, 
'@ that you will honour me with a favourable Anfwer.” 


XLVII. The 
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he XLVI. 

. The Refident Briftow did alfo receive a ftrong Application from Three others of the Brethren 
‘of the reigning Sovereign, called Mirza Hyder Ali, Mirza Ennayut Ali, and Mirza Syef Ali, 
reprefenting their very pitiable Cafe, in a Letter of the gth of March 1783, in which, among 
Ve Particulars, are contained the following : 

‘© Our Situation is not fit to be reprefented. For Two Years we have not received a Hubba on 
« Account of our Tuncaw [Affignment on the Revenue] though the Minifters have Annually 
t¢ charged a Lack of Rupees, and never paid us any Thing. After all, we are the Sons of Suja Ul 
*¢ Dowla! It is furprifing, having fuch a Friend as you, our Situation is arrived at that Pafs, that 
**e we fhould .be in Diftrefs for dry Bread and Cloaths. Whereas you have done many generous 
te Acts, be pleafed fo to fhew us your Favour, that by fome Means we may receive our Allow- 
= a from the Company’s Treafury, and not be obliged to depend upon, and folicit, others 

© for it.” 


XLVIII. 

That One of the Princes aforefaid, called the Mirza Jungly, about the Beginning of the Year 
4783, was obliged to fly from the Dominions of the Nabob of Oude, and to leave his Country 
and Connections, and as the Refident Briftow, writing from Lucknow, hath obferved, « he went 
“< to try his Fortune at other Courts, in Preference to ftarving at Home, which might have been 
«« his Fate, by all Accounts, at this Place.” And the faid Prince fought for Succour at the 
Court of One of the neighbouring Mahomedan Princes ; but conceiving fome Difguft at the Treat- 
ment he met with there, he departed from thence, and on the 8th of February 1783 arrived at 
the Mahratta Camp, while David Anderfon, Efquire, was there in the Character of Minifter Plent- 

otentiary to the Company, with a View, if his Reception there fhould not prove anfwerable to his 
Withes, to pafs on to the Southward. And the faid Anderfon, probably confidering this Event 
as of very great Importance to the Honour of the Britifh Government, as well as to its Interet{t 
ion the One Hand, by exhibiting the Son and Brother of a Sovereign Prince, from whom the 
‘Company had received many Millions of Money, a Fugitive from his Country, and a Wanderer 
for Bread through the Courts of India; and on the other, the Confequences which might arife 
from the Mahrattas having in their Poffeffion, and under their Influence, a Son of the late Nabob 
of Oude, did without Delay advife Warren Haftings, Efquire, of the Event aforefaid; and he did 
alfo write to Mr. Briftow, the Refident at the Court of the Nabob Vizier, feveral Letters of the 
oth and 2oth of February, and of the 6th of March, and 6th of April 1783, in order that fome 
Steps fhould be taken for his Return, and Eftablifhment in his own Country. And the faid An- 
‘derfon did inform the Refident Briftow, in his Letter aforefaid, that on the Arrival of the fugitive 
Prince, Brother of the reigning Sovereign of Oude, at the Mahratra Camp, he did caufe his Tent 
‘to be pitched clofe to that of Mr. Anderfon; but finding this not agreeable to the Mahratta 
General, Scindia, he afterwards removed: And that he fhewed a ftrong Attachment to the Eng- 
Qith, and was inclined to throw himfelf upon their Generofity; that he was defirous of going to 
Calcutta, and declared, that if he, the faid Anderfon, ‘* would give him the finalleft Encourage- 
<© ment, he would quit all his Followers, and come alone, and would take up his Refidence under 
«t his Protection.” And the faid Anderfon did declare, that he thought it ** would be Policy, 
<‘ and much to the Credit of our Government, that fome Provifion fhould be made for Mirza 
«¢ Jungly in our Territories.” 


XLIX. 

That the faid Briftow did reprefent the aforefaid Circumftances to Hyder Beg Cawn, Minifter 
to the Nabob of Oude, declaring it his Opinion, “ that his Highnefs’s Brothers thus taking Re- 
<< fuge with a Foreign Prince isa Refleclion upon the Vizier, and it would be advifeable that an 
<< Allowance fhould be granted to him, upon the Footing of his Brothers, that he might remain 
<« inthe Prefence.” But the Nabob was induced to refufe to his Brother any Offer of any Al- 
Jowance beyond the Two hundred Pounds per Month, allowed, but not paid, to his other Bro- 
thers ; and which the faid Prince did obferve to Mr. Anderfon, ‘ that it was not only inadequate 
<< to his Expences, but infinitely lefs (as the Truth was) than what his Excellency has fettled 
«<< on many Perfons of inferior Rank, whe have not fo good a Claim to his Support; and that it 
«< would net be fufficient to enable him to live at Lucknow, where all his Friends and Relations 
<c were, and fo many of his Inferiors lived in a State of Affluence.” In cafe, therefore, it could not be 
increafed, he requefted Leave to le in the Company’s Provinces, or at Calcutta, for that in any 
of thefe Situations ‘ he could with lefs Difficulty regulate his Expences.” And he did declare, 
that if his Requeft was granted to him, he would immediately quit a}l his Profpeéts with Scindia. 
To thefe Propofitions he received a very difcouraging Anfwer from his Brother's Minifter, con- 
taining a pofitive and final Refufal of any Increafe of Allowance, obtaining only the Nabob’s 
Permiffion to retire into the Company’s Provinces: But Mr. Anderfon did not think himfelf 
authorized to take any Steps for the Prince’s Retreat into the faid Province, without Scindia’s 
Concurrence, who, he obferved, would ufe every Art to detain him; and accordingly did offer 
him the Command of a Battalion of Infantry to be paid directly from his own Treafury, and 
{£. 6,000 Sterling a Year for keeping up a Corps of Horle, and to fettle upon him a Landed macs 
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of £--4;000 a Year as a Provifion for his Wife and Children; which hohourable Offers it ap: 
pears he did accept, and did and doth remain in the Mahratta Service. 


L. 

' Thae duridg the whole Courfe of this Tranfaétion the faid Warren Haftings was duly advifed 
thereof, firt by a very early Letter from the faid Anderfon, and afterwards by the Refident Briftow, 
who, on the 23d of April 1783, tranfmitted to him his whole Correfpondence with Mr. Anderfon. 
But what Anfwer or Inftruétions the faid Warren Haftings did give to Mr. Anderfon, does not 
appear, he not having recorded any Thing upon that Subject. But it appears, that to the Reéfident 
Briftow, who required to be informed whether the Reception of the fugitive Prince aforefaid in 
the Company’s Provinces would meet his Approbation, fe gaye no Anfwer whatfoever ; by which 
criminal Neglect, or worfe, with regard to a Brother of an Ally of the Company, who fhewed a 
ftrong Artachment and Preference to the Englifh Nation, and by fuffering him, without any 
known Effort to prevent it, to attach himfelf to the Caufe and Fortunes of the Mahrattas, who he, 
the faid Haftings, well knew did keep up Claims upon feveral Parts of the Dominions of Oude, 
and had with Difficulty been perfuaded to include the Nabob in the Treaty of Peace, and fuf- 
fered him firft to languifh at Home in Poverty, and then to fy Abroad for Subfiftence, and after- 
terwards took no Step, and countenanced no Negotiations for his Return from his dangerous Place 
of Refuge, at the fame Time that feveral of his the faid Haftings’s Creatures, had each of ther 
Allowances much more confiderable than would have fufficed for the Satisfaction and Comfort of 
him the faid fugitive Prince—was guilty of a High Crime and Mifdemeanor. 


LI. 

That the indigent Condition before related of the other Brothers of the Nabob, was alfo duly 
tranfmitted to the faid Warren Haftings, but he did never order or direct any Steps whatfoever to 
be taken towards the Relief of the Family of a reigning Prince, who were daily in Danger of 
perifhing by Famine, through the Effect of his Meafures, and thofe of a Perfon whom he 
fupported in Power, againft the Will and Inclinations of the faid Prince and his Family. 


Lit. 

That the foregoing Inftances of the Penury, Diftrefs, Difperfion, and Exile of the reigning 
Family, as well as the general Diforder in all the Affairs of Oude, did ftrongly enforce the Ne- 
ceffity of a proper Ufe of the Britifh Influence (the only real Government then exifting) in the 
Province aforefaid, for a Regulation of the Oeconomy of the Vizier’s Court, as well as for the 
proper Adminiftration of the public Concerns, Civil and Military, which were in the greateft Dif- 
order; and the faid Warren Haftings was under Obligation to provide for the fame, and did him- 
felf underftand it to be his Duty fo todo; and that he was therein warranted by the Spirit of the 
Treaty of Chunar, as well as by other univerfal Powers of Controul, and even of Superceffion, 
fuppofed by him to exift in the Relation between the Britifh Government and that of Oude, and 
accordingly he did, in his Inftructions to the Refident Middleton, to which he required his moft 
implicit Obedience, direct him to an Interference in and Controul upon all the Affairs con- 
cerning the Revenues, the Military Arrangements, and all the other Branches of the Nabob’s 
Government. 


LIII. 

That upon his Recall of the faid Middleton, he, in his Inftructions to the Refident Briftow, 
dated 23d of October 1781, did at large fet forth the Situation of the Court and Government of 
Oude, the Situation and Character of the Nabob, of the aéting Minifter, and of the Britith Refi- 
dent at that Court; and did plainly, diftinétly, and without Referve, defcribe the Extent of the 
Authority to be exercifed by the laft of thefe Perfons, as well as the unqualified Compliance to 
be expected from the Two former. And he did accordingly declare that ‘from the Nature of 
© our Connefion with the Government of Oude, and from the Nabob’s Incapacity, @ Necefity will 
‘© for ever exif, while we have the Claim of a Subfidy upon the Refources of his Country, of exer 
«© cifing an Influence, and frequently fubfticuting 11 ENTIRELY, in the Place of an avowed and 
°¢ Conftitutional Authority in the Adminifiration of bis [the Nabob’s| Government ;” and he did fur- 
ther in the faid Inftructions, namely, in Inftruétion the Fourth, direct the faid Refident in the 
Words following :—-‘« I muft have Recourfe to you for the Introduction of a new Syftem in that 
‘© Government; nor can I omit, whilft I exprefs my Reliance on you for that Purpofe, to repeat 
© the Sentiments which I expreffed in the verbal Inftructions which I gave you at your De- 
‘¢ parture, that there can be no Medium in the Relation between the Refdent and the Minifter, but 
&¢ either the Refident muft be the Slave and Vaffal of the Minifter, or the Minifter at the abfolute 
“* Difpofal of rhe Refident.” And he the faid Haftings did fate, in the fame Article of the In- 
ftructrons: aforefaid, that though the Conduét of the faid Hyder Beg Khan had been highly re- 
prehenfible, and that he was much difpleafed thereat, he would prefer him to any other, on ac- 
count of his Ability and Knowledge of Bufinefs, with the following Provifo, ‘“ if he would fub« 
«© mit to hold his Office on fuch Conditions as I require. He exifts by his Dependence on the 
«< Influence of our Government. It muft be adyifeable to try him by the Mode of Conciliation j 
¢ at the Time that in your final Conversation with him i: will be neceffary to declare ¢o him, - 
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« insthe plaine? Terms, the Footing and Condition on which he thall be permitted to retain fits 
«¢ Place; with the Alternative of a Difmiffion, and a Scrutiny into his Condué, if he tefufes 
‘it. In the Firft Place, I will not receive from the Nabob, as bis, Letters dictated by the Spirit 
«< of Oppoftion ; but fhall confider every fuch Attempt os an Infult on our Government. In the 
< Second Place, I thall expect that sotbing is done in his Official Charaéter but with yourK now- 
“¢ ledge and Participation. 


LIV. 

That the faid Haftings having defcribed, in the Manner aforefaid, the relative Situation of the 
Refident and the Miniter, he did ftate alfo the relative Situation of the faid Minifter and his Matter 
the Nabob, declaring, ‘ that the Minifter did hold without Controu/ the unparticipated and entire 
“© Adminiftration, with all the Powers annexed to that Government ; the Nabod being, as be ever 
° muff be in the Hands of fome Perfon, a mere Cypher in bis” [the Minifter’s]. And aoe thus 
ftated the Subordination of the Minifter to the Refident, and the Subordination of the Nabob to 
the Minifter, he did naturally declare, ‘« that the Firft Share of the Refponfibility would reft upon 
«: the {aid Refident.” And he did further declare, ‘* thatthe other Conditions did follow diftina- 
« ly in their Places, becaufe he did confider the Refident as refponfible for them.” 

\ 


LV. 

That for the Direétion of the Refident in the Exercife of fo critical a Truft, wherein all the 
true and fubftantial Powers of Government were in an inverted Relation and Proportion to the 
Official and oftenfible Authorities, and which the faid Haftings did fuppofe the Neceffity conftantly 
exifting for exercifing an Influence, and frequently for fubfticuting entirely the Britifh Authority 
‘¢ in the Place of the avowed and conftitutional Government,” he, the faid Haftings, did pro- 
perly leave to the Refident a difcretionary Power for his Deviation from any Part of his Inftruc- 
tions ; interpofing a Caution for his Security and Direction, that as much as he could, he wauld 
leave the Subject free for his [the faid Haftings’s] Correction of it; and would inftantly inform 
him, or the Board, according to the Degree of its Importance, with his Reafons for it. 


LVI. 

That befides the Inftitution of the Courts of Juftice, as before recited, Four other principal Ob- 
jects in the Reformation of the Affairs of Oude, were exprefsly recommended to the Refidents 
Middleton and Briftew, and muft be underftood to be the Conditions upon which the faid 
Haftings muft have meant to have it underftood that the acting Minifter of Oude was to hold 
his Employment; namely, the Limitation of the Nabob’s Perfonal Expences ; the Reduction of 
the Nabob’s Troops in Number, and the Change in Arrangement; the Appointment of proper 
Collectors for the Revenues; and the Appointment of proper Officers for all Parts of the execu- 
tive Adminiftration. 


LVII. 

That the Firft Object, namely, that of the Limitation of the Nabob’s perfonal Expences, and 
feparating them from the public Eftablifhments, he the faid Haftings did ftate as the Firft and 
fundamental Part of his Regulation, and that upon which all the others would depend; and did 
declare, ‘* that in order to prevent the Vizier’s Alliance from being a Clog inftead of an Aid to 
‘© the Company, that the moft effential Part is to limit and feparate his perfonal Difburfements 
‘© from the Public Accounts: They muft not exceed what he has received in any of the laft Three 
«© Years.” And as tothe Public Treafury and Difburfements, he the faid Haftings did, in 
the faid Inftructions, wholly withdraw them from the perfonal Management or Interference of 
the Nabob, and did exprefsly order and direét, ‘ that they fhould be under the /ole Management 
© of the Minifters, with the Retident’s Concurrence.” And on the Appointment of the Refident 
Briftow, in October 1782, he the faid Haftings did order and direét him in every Point of the 
Inftruétions to Middleton, not revoked or qualified by his then Inftructions, his [the faid Refident 
Briftow’s] ‘ moft attentive and literal Obedience.” 


LVIII. 

That the faid Refident Briftow did, in Confequence of the Renewal to him of the faid Inftruc- 
‘tions as aforefaid, endeavour to limit and put in Order the Nabob’s Expences; but he was in 
that Rarticular traverfed and counteracted, and in the End wholly defeated, by the Minitter 
Hyder Beg Khan. And though the Obftructions aforefaid, agreeably to the Inftrugtions given 
to, Middleton, and to him the faid Briftow, were reprefented to the faid Warren Haftings, by the 
Refideat aforefaid, yet the faid Warren Haftings did give no Kind of Support to the faid Refi- 
deat, az take any Steps towards enabling him, the faid Refident, to effectuate the-faid neceffary 
Limpitetien and Diftribution of Expences, by himfelf the faid Haftings ordered and preferibed ; 
non, if -herdifapproved the Proceedings of the faid Refident, did he give him any Inflratioa’ for- 
the: Rorheavance of the fame, or for the exerting his Duty in any other Mode; nor did he calf 
for any: Ubaftration from him of any Thing doubtful in his Correfpondence, nor ftate to him any 
Complaint. made privately of his Conduct, m order to receive thereon an Explanation; but he 
did leave him to purfue, at bis Difcretion, the extenfive Powers before lefcribed, to effect the Re- 
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formation which he was direfted to accomplifh, under the Refponfibility denounced to him as 
aforefaid, if he fhould fail therein, as he was fuppofed to be fubftantially invefted with all the 
Powers of Government. 


| LIX. 

That inftead of the faid Support or Inftruétion, he the faid Haftings did countenance, ot 
more probably caufe or direct a Reprefentation to be made to him by the acting Minifter of the 
Nabob of Oude, complaining grievoufly of the Proceedings of the Refident aforefaid, as Ufurpa- 
tions on the Nabob’s Authority, and Indignities on his Perfon. And although he the faid Haft- 
ings did inftruét the Refident Briftow to inform the faid Hyder Beg Khan, that he would not re- 
ceive from the Nabob as dis, Letters directed by the Spirit of Oppofition, but fhould confider every 
fuch Attempt as his [the Minifter’s] as an Infult on our Government; yet he did receive, as bis, 
the Nabob’s own Letters, and as written from the Impreffions on his own Mind, and as the Sug- 
geftions of his own Judgment, Letters to the fame Effect as thofe written by the Minifter, al- 
though he had declared upon Record, that the faid «*« Nabob was a mere Cypher in his the 
“© {aid Minifter’s Hands,” and ‘ that he had dared to ufe both the Nabob’s Name, and even his 
«* Seal, affixed to Letters either directed to the Nabob, or written as from him without his 
‘¢ Knowledge ;” and although he did affert or record as aforefaid, that in a Letter which he had 
lately received from the Nabob, the Minifter had the Prefumption to make the Nabob declare 
that which was true to be fal/e; and that “ his making ufe of the Nabob in fuch a Manner, did 
«© fhew how thin the Veil was by which be covered bis own Adis; and that fuch Artifices would 
‘¢ only tend to make them the more criminal, from the Fal/ebood and Duplicity with which they 
“ were affoctated.”” 


LX. 

That the faid Haftings did act upon the Letters pretended to be written by the Nabob, as well 
as on thofe actually written by the Minifter, without previoufly communicating the Matter of the 
faid Complaint to the faid Refident, and did give Credit to the fame; and coming as aforefaid 
from a Perfon by himfelf (the faid Haftings) charged with Artifice, Falfehood, and Duplicity, and 
with abufing to his own evil Purpofes the Name and Seal of his Mafter, without his Knowledge, 
and without any previous Enquiry into the Facts and Circumftances ; and did thereon ground an 
Accufation againft the faid Refident, Briftow, before the Board at Calcutta, in which he did re- 
prefent the Conduct of the faid Briftow, in attempting to limit the Houfehold Expences of the 
Nabob, as an Indignity ‘ which no Man living, however mean his Rank in Life, or dependent 
‘© his Condition init, would permit to be exercifed by any other, with the Want or Forfeiture of 
“ every manly Principle.” And he did further accufe the faid Briftow, for that in his Proceed- 
ings in the Regulation of the Nabob’s Houfehold, ‘ he fhould receive to himfelf, or Mr. Cowper 
« for him, or a Treafurer for both (for the Arrangement has never been well defined) the Mo- 
‘¢ ney affigned for the Support of the Nabob’s Houfehold ; iffue them as he pleafed, not to the 
‘¢ Nabob, but to the menial Officers of his Houfehold ; difpofe of his fuperfluous Horfes, and 
« other Cattle; determine how many Elephants were neceffary to the State of the Vizier of the 
cc Empire; the Number of Domefties for his Attendance ; and pry into the Kitchen, for the Pur- 
“ pofe of afcertaining the Quantity of Victuals which ought to be dreffed in it ; controul the Ac- 
«¢ counts of thefe Difburfements ; and appropriate to his own Ufe (for that the Confequence was 
‘¢ inevitable, if he chofe it) the Refidue produced by thofe ceconomical Retrenchments.” 


LX]. 

That the faid Charge is malicious and infidious, becaufe the Attempt to introduce proper Off- 
cers for the Management of Houfehold Expences, fo confiderable that the faid Haftings has 
ftated the Allotment for the fame at £. 300,000 Sterling Yearly, and that other Accounts have 
carried it to £. 400,000 Sterling, and upwards, and to keep proper and regular Accounts thereof 
was a neceflary Regulation, and agreeable to the Dignity of the Nabob, and by no Means a De- 
gradation either of his Perfon or Authority, which was {pecially provided for in the Regulations, 
as no Expence could be incurred but by his own perfonal Warrant under his Sign Manual ; nor 
doth there appear therein any Thing but what is of abfolute Neceffity to prevent Embezzlement 
to his Prejudice. And the faid Haftings hath declared, in the sth Article of the Inftructions to 
the faid Refident, that so Adminiftration can be properly conducted without regular Offices ; and 
that in the whole Province of Oude, ‘ there avas not one, the Whole being engroffed by the Mi- 
‘© nifter ;” of which Minifter, in the 14th Article, he declares his Sufpicion, that the Nabob did 
not receive the Whole and punctual Payment of the Sum affigned for the Purpofe of the Houfe- 
hold, but that fome Part had been by him withheld from the Nabob; and that from private Infor- 
mation he had lately received, he had Reafon to believe that this was actually the Cafe. And the 
faid Haftings well knew that the Nabob’s Houfehold had been ill conducted; that the Allow- 
ances of his Servants had not been paid; that his Diftrefs was fcandalous ; and that his neafeft 
Relations were in a famifhing Condition: And the faid Haftings did alfo well know, that the 
Houfehold of the Nabob was provided for or neglected, not at his own Difcretion, but at that of 
the faid Hyder Beg Khan; and he did, in the 14th Article aforefaid, inftru€& the Refident, 
Briftow, to fhew every oftenfible and external Mark of Refpect to the Nabob, in order to induce 
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himso become himfelf the Mover of every AG neceMfary for the advancing of his own Interefts, 
.and.the Difchatge of his Debts to the Company, declaring, ‘ that they never could be effected 
te while the Minifter retained that Afcendancy over him which he at prefent holds by the Means 
«< of a nearer and more private Intercourfe, and by affecting to be the Mediator of his Rights 
‘¢ apainft the Claims of our Government.”—-And the faid Haftings did further well know, that 
there was no Way of afcertaining either the Payment of the Affignments for the Nabob’s Houfe- 
hold, for the general Purpofes of their Deftination, or to the particular Objects to which they ou he 
to be applied, without regular Offices of Receipt and of Account, which might prevent the faid 
Minifter Hyder Beg Khan, or the Britifh Refident, or any other, from embezzling or mifapplying 
the fame. But the total Want of Offices aforefaid in every Department of Governrhent, did fur- 
nith Occafion of concealing all Frauds, clandeftine Prefents, or Penfions to a Governor General, 
Commander in Chief, or other Servant of the Company. ” 


LXII. | 
That the faid Warren Haftings, who did pretend fo deep a Concern for the Indignities fup- 
pofed to be fuffered by the Nabob, merely in the Limitation and Regulation of unneceffary Ex- 
pences relative to his Kitchen, Domeftics, 8c. did fhew no Attention or Compaffion to the faid 
Nabob, when, in the Year 1779, the faid Nabob reprefented that the Penftons of his old Servants 
for 30 Years, the Expences of his Family and Kitchen, together with the Jaghiers of his Grand- 
mother, Mother, and Aunts, and of his Brothers and Dependants, given for their Support, were 
not regulated, but fopped. 
LXIII. 
That the other Articles of Regulation, namely, the Reform of the Troops in Namber and in 
Arrangement, the Appointment of proper Collectors for the Revenues, and the general Conftitu- 
tion of Offices for the executive Adminiftration, were in like Manner totally defeated by the faid 
Hyder Beg Khan. And the faid Haftings did receive a Charge from him, and did adopt it as his 
ewn, reprefenting the Endeavours of the Refident to act in the Regulations aforefaid agreeably to 
the Spirit of his Inftru€tions, and in Confidence of the Powers vefted in, and the Refponfibility 
impofed upon him the faid Refident, as Ufurpations of the Authority and Prerogative of the Na- 
bob; and he the faid Haftings did make criminal Charges thereon againft the faid Refident 
Briftow, of which Charges the Council Board did, on hearing the fame, and the Defence of the 
faid Briftow, fully acquit him. 


LXIV. 

That the faid Haftings, by abetting Hyder Beg Khan, a Perfon defcribed by him as aforefaid, 
in his Oppofition to all the Plans of neceflary Reformation propofed by the faid Haftings him- 
felf, and having fuggefted no other whatever in lieu thereof, to anfwer the Purpofes for which he 
had ftipulated in the Treaty of Chunar, the Interference of the Refident in every Branch of the 
Nabob’s Government did thereby fruftrate every one of the good Ends propofed by him in the 
faid Treaty of Chunar, and did grofsly abufe his Truft, in gtving the exorbitant Powers before 
* recited, and afferting them to exift in the Britifh Refident, without fuffering them, even in 
Appearance, to anfwer any of the proper and juftifiable Ends for which any Power or Influence 
can or ought to exift in any Government. 


LXV. 

That there is juft Ground to violently prefume that not only the Letters in the Name of the 
Nabob aforefaid, were dictated to him by his Minifter Hyder Beg Khan, in whofe Hands the 
faid Haftings has defcribed his Mafter to be «*a mere Cypher, &c.” but which Hyder Beg was the 
known Inftrument of the faid Haftings; but that the Conduct and Letters of Complaint of the faid 
Hyder Beg were, in Effect and Subftance, prefcribed and dictated to him by the faid Warren 
Hattings, or his fecret Agent, Palmer, by his Direction ; becaufe it is notorious, that the Powers of 
the faid Hyder Beg were folely fupported by him, the faid Haftings, who, according to the State of 
Favour or Difpleafure in which he ftood, hath frequently promifed him Support, or threatened 
him with Difmiffion and Punifhment; and therefore it is not to be thought that he would take 
{fo material a Step as to oppofe the Company’s Refident, acting under the Inftruétions of the 
Governor General and Council, and to accufe him with fo much Confidence, and in a Manner 
fo different from the ufual Style of Supplication on all other Occafions employed by that 
Court, if he had not been previoufly well affured that his writing in that Manner would be 
pleafing to the Perfon upon whom he folely depended for his Power, his Fortune, and perhaps 
for his Life. Secondly, becaufe, when it fuited the Purpofes of the faid Haftings on a former 
Occafion, that 1s, in the Year 5784, to remove the Refident Briftow aforefaid from his Office, 
a. Letter from the Nabob was laid before the Council Board at Calcutta, propofing, that in order 
to prevent the Effects of the faid Briftow’s Application to Europe for Redrefs, that the faid 
Haftings fhould fend him Draughts of Letters, which he the faid Nabob would write in his 
own Name and Character, to the King, to his Majefty’s Minitters, and to the Court of Directors, 
exprefling himfelf, m the Letter aforefaid, in the Words following: viz. ‘ Te, prevent his 
“¢ [Briftow’s] applying to Europe, fend me, if you think proper, the Draughts of Letters which 
“« J mav write to the King, the Vizier, and the Chiefs of the Company.” Thirdly, That though 
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the faid Haftings, and his Secret Agent Palmer, did pretend, and pofitively affert, chat they had 
no Share in the Letters aforefaid from the Nabob and his Minifter, there was an original Note to 
the Nabob’s Letters of Accufation, referring to diftin& Parts and fpecified Numbers of the Agent 


* Palmer’s Secret Correfpondence with the faid Warren Haftings ; and the faid Letter, with the faid 
Reference, was, through Inadvertence, laid before the Board. 


LXVI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, having thrown the Government of Oude into great Confufion 
and Diftrefs, thereby prevented the Difcharge of the Debt, or pretended Debt, to the Company, 
did, by all the faid Intrigues, Machinations, and Charges, aim at the filling the faid Office ot 
Refident at Oude with his own Dependents, or by himfelf Perfonally, as it appears that he did 
firft propofe to place in the faid Office his Secret Agent Palmer, and that afterwards, when he 
was not able to fucceed therein, he did propofe nominally, to abolifh the faid Office, but in 
Effect to fill it by himfelf; propofing to the Council, and rendering himfelf refponfible (but not 
in Fortune) for the Payment of the Company’s Debt within acertain given Time, if he were ee 
mitted and commiffioned by the Council to aét for the Board in that Province; and did inform 
them, that he was privately well affured, that in a few Days he fhould receive an Invitation to 
that Effect; and he did ftate (as in the Year 1781 he had ftated as a Reafon for his former Dele- 
gation) ** That the State of the Country was fo difordered in its Revenue and Adminiftration, 
«© and the Credit and Influence of the Nabob himfelf fo much fhook by the ate U/urpation of 
‘¢ his Authority, and the Contefts which attended it, as to require the Acceffion of an extraneous 
«¢ Aid to reftore the Powers, and to re-animate the Conftitution of his Government ;” although 
he, the faid Haftings, did for a long Time before attribute the Weaknefs of his Government to 
an extraneous Interference. And the faid Council, on his Engagement aforefaid, did confent 
thereto; and he did accordingly receive a Commiffion, enabling him to act in the Affairs of 
Oude, not only as the Refident might have done, but as largely as the Council General might 
legally delegate their own Powers. 


LXVII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in accepting the faid Commiffion, did fubjeét his Character, 
and the Reputation of his Office, to great Imputations and Sufpicions, by taking upon himfelf 
an inferior Office, out of which another had, upon his Intrigues, been removed, by a perpetual 
Obftruction, which rendered it impoffible for him to perform his Duty, or to obey his Inftruc- 
tions ; and he did increafe the faid grounded Sufpicions, by exercifing that Office in a Govern- 
ment from whence it was notorious he had himfelf received an unlawful Gift and Prefent from 
the Minifters, and in which he had notorioufly fuffered many, and had himfelf actually directed 
fome, Ads of Peculation, by granting various Penfions and Emoluments, to the Prejudice of 
the Revenue of a diftreffed Country, which he was not authorized to grant. 


LXVOl. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did proceed unto the faid Province of Oude, under Colour 
of providing a Remedy for the Diforders defcribed to be exifting in the fame, and for the Re- 
covery of the Company’s pretended Debt. And the faid Warren Haftings, who had thought 
fit to recall the Company’s Refident, appointed to that Office by the Court of Direétors, and to 
fufpend his Office, did notwithftanding, of his own Choice and Selection, and on his own 
mere Authority, take with him in his Progrefs a large Retinue, *¢ and a numerous Society of 
«¢ Englifh Gentlemen, to compofe his Family,” which he reprefents as neceffary ; although, in a 
Letter from that very Place to which he took that very numerous Society, he informs the 
Court of Directors, « that his own Confequence, and that of the Nation he reprefents, are in- 
«© dependent of Shew ;” and after his Arrival there, he the faid Warren Haftings did write 
from Lucknow, the.Capital of that Province, a Letter, dated the joth of April 1784, to the 
Court of Directors, in which are feveral Particulars to the following Purport or Tenor, and 
which he points out to the Directors * to be Circumftances of no trivial Information ;” namely, 
«¢ that he had found, that the Lands in that Province, as well as in fome Parts more imme- 
« diately under the Company, have fuffered in a grievous Manner, being completely exhaufted 
«¢ of their natural Moifture by the total Failure of One entire Seafon of the periodical Rains,” 
with a few Exceptions, which were produced only ‘‘ by the uncommon Labour of the Hufband- 
« man.” And ina Letter to Edward Wheler, Efquire, a Member of the Council General, 
from Benares, the 20th of September 1784, he fays, that « the Public Revenues had declined with 
«« the Failure of the Cultivation in Three fuccefive Years ; and all the Stores of Grain, which the 
“¢ Providence of the Hufbandman (as he was informed is their Cuftom) in Defiance of the /7- 
“© gilance of the Aumils [Collectors] clandeftinely referved for their own Ufe, were of courfe ex- 
‘« haufted, in which State no Perfon would accept of the Charge of the Collections on a pofi- 
‘* tive Engagement, nor did the Rain fall till the roth of July.”—And in another Letter, dated 
from Benares, the 1ft of Oétober following, he repeats the fame Accounts; and that the 
“ Country could not bear further Additions of Expence; that it had no In/ets of Trade to fup- 
** ply the Iffues that were made from it;” [the Exceptions ftated there being inconfiderable } 


« therefore every Rupee which is drawn into your Treafury [the Company’s] froma its Circula- 
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t tion, will accelerate the Period at which its Ability muft ceafe to pay even the ftipulated 
«© Subfidy.” Notwithftanding this State of the Country, of which he was well apprized 
before he left Calcutta, and the Poverty and Diftrefs of the Prince having been fre- 
quently but in vain reprefented to him, in order to induce him to forbear his oppreffive - 
Exactions, he did, in order to furnifh the Council with a Colour for permitting him to recall 
the Company’s Refident, and to exercife the whole Powers of the Company in his own Per- 
fon without any Check whatfoever, or Witnefs of his Proceedings, except the Perfons of 
his own private Choice, did make the exprefs and pofitive Engagement aforefaid, which, 
if underftood, of a real and fubftantial Difcharge of Debt for the Relief of the Total of 
the Company’s Finances, was grofsly fallacious; becaufe, at the very Time, he muft have 
been perfectly fenfible, that in the then State of the Revenues and Country of Oude (which 
are in Effect the Company’s Revenues, and the Company’s Country) the Debt, or pretended 
Debt aforefaid, afferted to be about Five hundred‘ thoufand Pounds, or thereabouts, could 
not be paid without contracting another Debt, at an ufurious Intereft, without encroaching 
on the neceffary Eftablifhments, or on private Property, or on the Pay of the Army, or without 
grievous Oppreffion of the Country, or all thefe together. And it doth appear that One hundred 
thoufand Pounds, towards the faid Payment of Debts, was borrowed at Calcutta, by the Nabob’s 
Agent there, but at what Intereft is not known. It appears alfo that other Surns were borrowed 
for Arrear of the Intereft on which £. 40,000 Sterling appears in the Company’s Claims for the 
Current Year, and that various Deductions were made from the Jaghires reftored to the Begums, 
as well as other Parts of the Nabob’s Family; and it did and doth appear, that an Arrear is {till 
due to the old and new Brigade, but whether the fame be growing or not, doth not appear; yet he 
hath not hefitated to affert, that he had ‘* provided for the complete Difcharge in One Year of a Debt 
“© contracted by the Accumulation of many, and from a Country, whofe Refources have been wafted 
‘© and diffipated by Three fucceffive Years of Drought, and One of Anarchy.” But the faid 
Haftings never did even realize the Payments to be made in the firft Year (as he confeffes in the 
faid Letter) except by an Anticipation of the Second; and though he ftates, in his Letter afore- 
faid, the following Faéts and Engagements, that is to fay, ** that a Recovery of fo large a Part of 
«© your Property [the Company’s] will afford a feafonable and fubftantial Relief to the Nece1/- 
‘¢ fities of your Government, and enable it (for fuch is my confident Hope) to begin on the Reduc- 
* tion of your Debt at Intereft before the Conclufion of this Year (I mean the Year of this Com- 
«© putation.)’”” Whereas the faid Warren Haftings did apply the whole Produce of the Revenue 
to the mere Pay of fome Part of the Britifa Army in Oude; and did not mention in his Correfpon- 
dence that he had remitted any Money whatfoever to Calcutta, nor to any other Place (except the 
Fifty thoufand Pounds taken from Almas Ali Khan, and faid to be remitted to Surat) for the faid 
«¢ fubftantial Relief,” in Confequence of the faid pretended * Recovery of Property,” admitting 
that ithad been fuggefted to him, and not by him denied, that he had « difappointed the popular 
<¢ Expectation, by not adopting the Policy which he had,° on the Conception of better Grounds, re- 
<c jected ; nor did he begin the Reduction of the Intereft Debt,” at the Time ftated, nor at any 
Time; but the Whole (he well knowing the State of the Country from whence the Refources 
aforefaid were by him promifed) was a premeditated Deceit and Impofition on the Board of 
Council, his Colleagues, and on the Court of Directors, his Mafters. 


LXIX. 

That no Traces of Regulation appear to have been adopted by the faid Warren Haftings during 
his Refidence at Lucknow, in Conformity to the Spirit and Intentions of the Treaty of Chunar, 
or of his Inftructions to Middleton and Briftow, or of the propofed Objects of his own Commitf- 
figh. But he did, in lieu thereof, pretend to free the Nabob’s Government from the Interference 
.of the Company’s Servants, and the Ufurpation (as he called it) of a Refident, and thereby to 
feftore it to its proper Tone and Energy ; whereas the Meafures he took were fuch as to leave no 
ufeful or refponfible Superintendence in the Britifh, and no Freedom in the Nabob’s Govern- 
ment; for he did confirm the fole, unparticipated, and entire Adminiftration, with all the 
Powers annexed to the Government, on the Minifter Hyder Beg Khan, to whom he prevailed on 
the Nabob Vizier to commit the entire Charge of bis Revenues, altho’ he knew that his Matter 
was a Cypher in his Hands; that he ‘had affixed his Seal to Letters written without his Know- 
« ledge, and fuch as evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg Khan’s Influence and Intereft ;” 
that his faid Mafter did not confider him as a Minifter of his Choice, but as an Inftrument of 
his Degradation ; that ** he exifts as a Minifter by his Dependence on the Calcutta Government, 
«¢ and that the Nabob himfelf had no other Opinion of him; that it is by its declared and moft 
« gbvious Support alone that he could maintain his Authority and Influence.” And in his In- 
ftructions to his Secret Agent, Major Palmer, dated 6th of May 1782, to eafe his Mind and 
remove his Jealoufy with regard to Britifh Interference, he did inftrué him * that much Deli- 
« cacy and Caution will be required in your Declarations on this Subject, left they fhould be 
<¢ conftrued to extend to an immediate Change in the Adminiftration of his Affairs, or the In- 
sc ftruments of it. Their Perfons muft be confidered as /acred, while they act with the Partici- 
‘¢ pation of our Influence,” This Diftinétion the Nabob underftands, nor will it be either neceffary 
or proper to allude to it, unlefs he himfelf fhould firft introduce the Subject. And the faid 
ss did affume, as to a Dependent of the loweft Order, to prefcribe to him the Conditions 
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on which he is to hold his Place, to threaten him with Scrutinies into his Conduét, with Dif 
miffion, with Punifhment; that he was guilty of Falfhood and Duplicity, and that he had made 
his Mafter affert what was true to be falfe; thar he fufpected he had withheld from his 
Matter what he ought to have paid to him—That the Event of his having prevailed on the Na- 
bob to entruft him as aforefaid, was, according to lis, the faid Haftings’s, own Letter, written to 
the faid Hyder Beg Khan himfelf, «* an Accumulation of Diftrefs, Debafement, and Diffatis- 
«¢ faction to the Nabob, and of Difappointment and Difgrace to me. Every Meafure which he 
«had himfelf propofed, and to which he had folicited my Affiftance, has been fo conducted, as 
“ to give him Caufe of Difpleafure; there are no Officers eftablifhed by which his Affairs could 
be regularly conducted; mean, incapable, and indigent Men have been appointed Aumils 
of the Diftriéts, without Authority, and without the Means of perfonal Protection; fore of 
them have been murdered by the Zemindars, and thofe Zemindars, inftead of Punifhment, 
have been permitted to retain their Zemindaries with independent Authority ; all che other 
Zemindars fuffered to rife up in Rebellion, and to infult the Authority of the Sircar, without 
any Attempt made to fupprefs them; and the Company’s Dekt, infteut of being difcharged 
by the Affignments and extraordinary Sources of Money provided for that Purpofe, is likely 
to exceed even the Amount at which it ftood at the Time in which the Arrangement with his 
Excellency was concluded. The Growth of thefe Evils was early made known to me, and their 
Effeéis foreboded in the fame Order and Manner as they have fince come to pafs. In fuch a State 
of Calamity and Difgrace, I can no longer remain a paffive Spectator; nor would it be be- 
« coming to conceal my Sentiments, or qualify the Expreffion of them. J now plainly tell 
«© you, that you are anfwerable for every Misfortune and Defect of the Nabob Vizier’s Govern- 
«© ment”’.—And after giving Orders, and expreffing fume Hopes of better Behaviour, he adds, 
If J am difappointed, you will impofe on me the painful and humiliating Neceffity of acknow- 
Jedging to him, that 1 have been deceived, and of recommending the I¢xamination of your 
Conduét to his Juftice, both for the Redrefs of his own and the Company’s Grievances, and 
for the Injury fuftained by both in their mutual Connection. Do not reply to me, that what I 
have written is from the Suggeftion of your Enemies ; nor imagine, that I have induced my- 
felf to write in fuch plain and declaratory Terms, without a clear Infight into all the Confe- 
“© quences of it, and a fixed Determination upon them.” 
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LXX. 

That the aforefaid being the Tenure of the Power of the faid Minifter, and fuch his Charac- 
ter, as given by the faid Warren Haltings himfelf, who did originally compel the Nabob to 
receive him, who did conftantly fupport him againfi the Nabob his Mafter, as well a> again{t 
the Company’s Refident ;—the delivering over to fuch a Perfon his Mafter, his Family, his 
Country, and the Care of the Britifh Interefts therein, without Controul or public Infpection, 
was an High Crime and Mifdemeanor. 


LXXI. 

That the next Perfon whom the faid Haftings did inveft with Power in the faid Country, 
was a certain opulent and powerful Native, Manager of Revenuc, called Almas Ali Khan, 
clofely connected with the faid Hyder Beg Khan; and to whom the faid Hyder Beg Khan, 
as the faid Haftinys has admitted, «© had entrufted the greatef Part of his Revenues, without 
“any Pledge or Security for his Fidelity.” And afterwards the faid Haltings charges the 
faid Almas Ali with an Intention of removing from the Nabob’s Dominions; he ftates, “as 
‘¢ taking with him,” and therefore being poffeffed “ of an immenfe Treafure, the Fruits of his 
‘¢ Embezzlements and Oppreffions, and an Army raifed for its Protection.” 


LXXII. . 

That the faid Warrén Haftings was, or pretended to be, impreffed with the evil Character, 
dangerous Defigns, and immoderate Power of the faid Almas Ali; that he did infert, among 
his Inftructions to the Refident Briftow, an Order of a dangerous and unwarrantable Nature, 
in which, upon his, the faid Haftings’s, fimple Allegation of Offences, not accurately defcribed 
or {pecified, with regard cither to the Fa¢t, the Nature of the Offence, or the Proof, to urge 
the Nabob to put him to Death, with many Qualifications in the faid Inftructions, full of Fraud 
and Duplicity, calculated to enfnare the faid Refident Briftow, and to throw upon him the 
‘Refponfibility of the Conduct of the faid Almas Ali Khan, if he fhould continue at large, con- 
trary to his Orders, or to fubject him, the faid Refident, to the Shame and Scandal of appre- 
hending and putting him to Death, by Means which, in the Circumftances, muft neceffarily be 
fuch as would be conftrued into Treachery ; and he the faid Almas Ali Khan, being from 
Nature and Situation fufpicious and watchful, and being at that very Time in the Collection, 
or Farmer of the moft important Part of the Revenues, with an extenfive Jurifdiction annexed, 
and at the Head of Fourteen thoufand of his own Troops; and having been recently accepted by 
the Refident Middleton as Security for large Sums of Money advanced by the Bankers of 
Benares to the Ufe of the Eaft India Company; which Orders (if the faid Refident would or 
could have executed them) muft have raifed an univerfal Alarm among all the confid-rable Men 
of the Country concerned in the Government, and would have been a Means of fubveriting the 
pyblic 
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ae Credit of the Company, by the Murder of a Perfon engaged for very great Sums of 
oney that had been advanced for their Ufe.—-And the {aid Inftructions is as followeth : 

« If any Engagement fhall actually fubfift between them at the Time you have Charge of the 
© Refidency, it muft, however exceptionable, be faithfully obferved; but if he has been guilty 
** of any criminal Offence to the Nabob, his Mafter, for which no Immunity is provided in 
& the Engagement, or he fhall break any one of che Conditions of it, 1 do moft ftri@ly enjoin you, 
* and it muft be your fpecial Care to endeavour, either by Force or Surprize, to fecure his Per- 
‘* fon, and bring him to Juftice : By bringing him to Juftice; 1 mean that you urge the Nabob, 
« on due Conviction, ¢o punifh bim with Death, as a neceffary Example to deter others from the 
«« Commiffion of the like Crimes; nor muft you defift till this is effected.—I cannot prefcribe 
“the Means; but to guard myfelf againft the Obloquy to which I may be expofed by a 
“© forced Mifconftruction of this Order, by thofe who may hereafter be employed in oe 
“* our Records for Cavils and Informations againft me, I think it proper to forbid, and prote 
againft the Ufe of any fraudulent Artifice or Treachery to accomplilh the End which I have 
prefcribed ; and as you alone are privy to the Order, you will of courfe obferve the greateft 
Secrecy that it may not tranfpire: But I repeat my Recommendation of it, as one of the firft 
and moft effential Duties of your Office,” 


LXXIII. 

That among the Reafons affigned for putting to Death the faid Almas Ali, which the faid 
Haftings did recommend direétly and repeatedly to the Refident, ** as one of the firft and moft 
« effential Duties of his Office,” was in Subftance, « that by his extenfive Truft with regard to 
‘¢ the Revenues, he had been permitted to acquire Independency ; that the Means thereof had 
«¢ been long feen, and the Effeéts thereof foretold by every Perfon acquainted with the State 
«¢ of Government, except thofe immediately interefted in it :’’ And he the faid Warren Haftings 
did alfo charge the faid Almas Ali with Embezzlement of the Revenues, and Oppreffion of the 
People, and nothing appears to difprove the fame, but much to give Ground to a Prefumption, 
that the faid Almas Ali did grievoufly abufe the Power committed to him, as Farmer and Col- 
le€tor of the Revenue, to the great Oppreffion of the Inhabitants of the Countries which had 
ay rented to him by Hyder Beg Khan, with the Knowledge and Confent of the faid Warren 

aftings. 
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LXXIV. 

That the Refident Briftow, declining the violent Attempt on the Life of Almas Ali, deceit- 
fully ordered by the faid Warren Haftings, did, on weighty Reafons, drawn from the Spirit of 
the faid Haftings’s own Inftructions, recommend that his the faid Almas Ali Khan's Farms of 
Revenue, or a great Part of them, fhould be, on the Expiration of his Leafe, taken out of his 
Hands, as being too extenfive, and fupplying the Means of a dangerous Power in the Country : 
But yet he the faid Warren Haftings did not only continue him in the Poffeffion of the faid 
Revenues, but did give to him a new Leafe thereof, for the Term of Five Years. And on this 
Renovation and Increafe of Truft the faid Warren Haftings did not confent or produce the In- 
former, upon whofe Credit he had made his Charge of capital Crimes on the faid Almas All, 
and had directed him to be put to Death, or call upon him to make good his Charges; but in- 
ftead of this, totally changing his Relation to the faid Almas Ali, and did himfelf labour to 
procure from all Parts, Atteftations to prove him not guilty of the Perfidy and Difloyalty of 
which the faid Haftings himfelf appears to have been to that very Time his fole Accufer, as he 
hath fince been his moft anxious Advocate; but though he did ufe many Endeavours to acquit 
Almas Ali of his intended Flight, yet concerning his Embezzlements and Oppreffions, the moft 
important of all Charges relative to that of the Revenue and Collection, he the faid Haftings 
hath made no Enquiry whatever, by which it might appear that he was not as fully guilty thereof 
as he had always reprefented him to be. But fome Time after he the faid Warren Haftings had 
arrived at Lucknow, in the Year 1784, he fuggefted to the faid Almas Ali Khan the Advance to 
the Company’s Ufe of a Sum of Money, amounting to Fifty thoufand Pounds, or thereabouts ; 
and the faid fuggefted Advance was (as the faid Warren Haftings afferts, no Witnefs or Docu- 
ment of the Tranfaction appearing) ‘* chearfully, and without Hefitation, complied with, con- 
<< fidering it as an Evidence feafonably offered for the general Refutation of the Charges of Perfidy 
«© and Difloyalty ;”—which Practice of charging wealthy Perfons with Treafon and Difloyalty, 
and afterwards acquitting them, on the Payment of a Sum of Money, is highly fcandalous to the 
Honour, Juftice, and Government of Great Britain; and the Offence is highly aggravated by the 
{aid Haftings’s Declaration to the Court of Directors, that the Charges againft Almas Ali Khan - 
have been too laborioufly urged againft him; and carried at one Time to fuch an Excefs, which 
had nearly driven him to abandon his Country, ‘* for the Prefervation of bis Life and Honour ;” 
and thus to give a * Colour to the Charges themfelves,” when he the faid Warren Haftings did 
‘well know, that he himfelf did confider as a Crime, and did make tt an Article in a formal Ac- 
cufation againft the Refident Middleton, that he did not inform him, the faid Haftings, of the 
fuppofed Treafons of Almas Ali Khan, and of his Defign to abandon the Country, when he him- 
felf did moft laborioufly urge the Charges againft him; and when no Attempt appears to a 
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beon made againft the Life of the faid Almas Ali Khan, except by the faid Warren Haftings 
himfelf, ° 
. ,. LXXv. oe | 

That the Sum of Fifty thoufand Pounds Stetling, or thereabouts; publicly taken by the faid 
Warren Hattings, as an Advance for the Ufe of the Company, if giveri as a Confideratidn or Fine, 
on Account of the Renewal for a long Term of Civil Authority and Military Command; and the 
Collection of the Revenues to ah immenfe Amount, the famie being at leaft Eight hundred thou- 
{and Pounds Sterling Yearly, was {0 totally inadequate co the Intereft granted, chat it may 
juftly be prefumed, it was not on that, of oh any public Grouhd or Condition, that the faid 
Haftings did delegate, out of all Reach of Refiimption or Correétion; a Leafe of bourdlefs Power 
and enormous Profit, for fo long a Term, to a known Oppreffor of the Country. 


| , | LXXVI. 

That Warren Haftings being at Lucknow in Confediterice of his Deputation aforefaid, did, 
in his Letter from that City, dated 30th of April 1784, recommend to the Court of Directors, 
«¢ as his /a/t and ultimate Hope, that their Wifdom would put a final Period to the rainous and dif- 
<< reputable Syfem of Interference, whether avowed or fecret, in the Affairs of the Nabob of 
« Oude; and withdraw for ever the Influence by which it is maintained ;” and that they ought to 
confine théir Views to the fole Maintenance of the old Btigade ftationed in Oude, by virtue of 
the Firft Treaty with the reigning Nabob; expreffing himfelf in the following Words to the 
Court of Directors: * If you tranfgrefs that Line, you may extend the Diftribution of Patron- 
‘¢ age, and add to the Fortunes of Individuals, and to the nominal Riches of Great Britain; but 
“¢ your owz Interefts will fuffer by it; and the Ruin of a great and once-floutifoing Nation will be 
«« recorded as the Work of your Adminiftration, anith an evetlafting Reproath to the Britifa Name. 
«¢ To this Reafoning I fhall join the Obligations of Fuftice and Good Faith, which cut off every Pre- 
te text for your exercifing any Power or Authority in this Country, as long as the Sovereign of it 
« fulfils the Engagements be has articled with you.” 


| LXXVII. 

That it appears, by the exttaortinary Recommendation aforefaid, afferted by him the faid 
Haftings to be enforced by the ‘* Obligations of Fuftice and Good Faith,’’ that the faid Warren 
Hattings, at the Time of writing the faid Lecter, had made an Agreement to withdraw the Bri- 
tifh Interference, reptefented by him ‘* as a ruinous and difreputable Syftem,” out of the Do- 
minions of the Nabob of Oude: But the Inftrument itfelf in which the faid Agteement is 
made (if at all exifting) does not appeat; nor hath the faid Haftings tranfmitted any Docu- 
ments relative to the faid Treaty; which is a Neglect highty cfiminal ; efpectally as he has in- 
formed the Company, in his Letter from Benares; * that he has promifed the Nabob that he 
«c will not abandon him td the Chance of any othet Mode of Relation; and moft confidently 
«© piven him Affurance of the Ratification and Confirmation of that which he [the faid Haftings] 
«had eftablifhed between his Government and the Company:” The fatd confident Affurance 
being given to an Agreement nevet produced, and made without day Sort of Authority 
from the Court of Directors; an Agreement precluding, on the one Hand, the Operation of 
the Difcretion of his Mafters in the Conduct of their Affairs; or, on the other, fubjecting chem 
to the Hazard of an lmputation on their Faith, by breaking an Engagement confidently made 
in their Name, though without their Confenr, by the Firft Officer of their Government. 

That the faid Haftings, further to preclude the Operation of fuch difcretionary Condué in 
the Adnmnniftration of this Kingdom, as Circumftances might call for, has informed the Direc- 
tors, that te has gone fo far as even to condition the Exiftence of the Revenue itfelf, with the 
Lxclufion of the Company, his Mafters, from all Interference whatfoever; for in his Letter fo 
Mr. Wheler, dated Benares, 20th September 1784, are the following Words: <« The Aumils 
« [Collectors] demanded that a Claufe fhould be inierted tn their Engagemtents, that they were 
« tobe in full Force for the compleat Term of their Leafes, provided that no foreign Authority was 
“ exercifed over them; or, in other Words, that their Engagements were to ceafe whenever they 
‘¢ fhould be interrupted in their Funftions by the Interference of an Englifo Agent. This Requifi- 
*< tion was Officially notified to me by the acting Mimifter, and referred to me in Form by the 
«¢ Nabob Vizier, for my previous Confent to ir: I encouraged it, and I gave my Confént to it.” 
And the faid Haftings has been guilty of the high Prefumption to inform his faid Matters, that 
he has taken that Courfe to compel them not to violate che Affurances given by him in theic 
Name :—* There is One Condition [namely, the above Condition} which efentially conneffs the 
“© Confirmation of the Settlement itfelf with the Interefts of the Company.” 


LXXVII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, who did shew an indecent Diftruft of the Company’s Faith, 
did endeavour, before that Time, at other Times, namely, in his Inftruétions co his Secret 
Agent, Major Palmer, dated the 6th of May 1782, to limit the Confidence to be repofed in the 
Britifh Government to the Duration of his own Power, in the following Words, in the sth 
Article : ‘It is very much my Defire to imprefs the Nabob with a rhoreugh Confidence in the 
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w Faith and Juttice of our Government; that is to fay, in my own, while I am at the Head of 
¢ it: I cannot be anfwerable for the Acts of others independent of me.” 


LXXIX. : 

That the faid Warten Haftings did, in his Letter, dated Benares, the 1ft of October 1784, to 
the Court of Directors, write, ‘that if they .[the Directors] manifefted no Symptoms of an 
“ intended Interference, the Objects of his Engagements will be obtained ; but if a different Policy 
t¢ fhall be adopted; *if new Agents are fent into the Country, and armed with Authority for the 
« Purpofes of Vengeance or Corruption (for to no other will they be applied); +if new Demands 
« are made on-the Nabob Vizier, + and Accounts overcharged on one Side, with a wide Latitude 
«* taken on the other, to fwell his Debt beyond the Means of Payment, °if Political Dangers are 
¢¢ portended, to ground on them the Plea of burthenitig his Country with unneceflary Defences 
‘© and enormous Subfidies ; ° or if, even abftaining from direc Encroachment on the Nabob’s Rights, 
‘© your Government fhall fhew but a Degree of perfonal Kindne/s to the Parttzans of the late Ufur- 
‘© pation, or by any conftructive Indication of Partialiry and Diffatisfaction, furaifo Grounds for 
‘the Expeétation of an approaching Change of Syftem ;—I am forry to fay that all my Labours 
<¢ will prove abortive.” 


— LXXX. | 
That all the Meafures deprecated in future by the faid Warren Haftings, with a Reference to 
former Conduét, in his feveral Letters aforefaid, being (fo far as the fame are intelligible) Six in 


Number, have been all of them the proper Aéts and Meafures of the faid Warren Haftiags him- 
felf; for he did himfelf firft of all introduce, and did afterwards continue and fupport, that Inter- 


ference (which he now informs the Court of Directors ‘¢ is ruinous and difreputable, and which 


« the very Symptoms of an Intention to renew, he confiders in the highelt Degree dangerous) he 
did direét, with a controlling and abfolure Authority, in every Department of Government, and 
in every Diftri& in the Dominions of the Nabob of Oude.—Secondly, The Appointment of 
Agents, which was eminently the Act of his own Adminiftration ; he not only retaining many 
Agents in the Country of Oude, both “ /ecret and avowed,” but alfo fending fome of them, in 
Defiance to the Orders of that very Court of Directors, to whom, in his faid Letter of the 1ft of 
October 1784, he afligns ‘* Vengeance and Corruption,” as the only Motives that can produce 
fuch Appointments.——Thirdly, That he the faid Warren Haftings did inftruct one of the faid 
Agents, and did charge him, upon Pain of ‘* @ dreadful Refponfibility,” to perform fundry Aéts 
of Violence againft Perfons of the higheft Diftin¢étion, and neareft Rejation to the Prince ; which 
Acts were juftly liable to the Imputation of ‘* Vengeance” in the Execution, and which he, in his 
Reply to the Defence of Middleton to one of his Charges, did declare to be liable to the Sufpicion 
of * Corruption in the Relaxation.”—Fourthly, That he did raife new Demands on the Vizier, 
‘«¢ and overcharge Accounts on one Side, and take a wide Latitude on the other,” by fending up 
a new and before unheard-of Overcharge of Four hundred thoufand Pounds and upwards, not 
made by the Refident, or admitted by the Vizier; and by adding the fame, did {well his Debt 
‘© beyond the Means of Payment ;” and did even infert, as the Ninth Article of his ‘Charge 
againft Middleton, ‘his omitting to take any Notice of the additional Balance of Rupees 
“© 26,48,571, ftated by the Accountant General to be due from the Vizier on the joth of April 
‘© 1780,” to which he did add 14 Lack more, making together the above Sum.—Fifthly, That 
he the faid Warren Haftings did affign ** Political Dangers” in his Minute of the 13th December 
1779, for burthening the faid Nabob of Oude « with unneceffary Defences and enormous Sub- 
‘¢ fidies,” with regard to which he then declared, that ‘it was oxr Part, not bis (the Nabob’s) 
“* to judge and to determine.”—And Sixthly, That he did not only fhew the Defign, but the Fad 
of perfonal Kindnefs to the Partizans of what he here calls, as well as in another Letter, and in 
One Minute of Confultation, a ‘‘ late Ufurpation,” he having rewarded the principal and moft 
obnoxious of the Inftruments of the faid late Ufurpation (if fuch it was) Richard Johnfon, 
Efquire, with an honourable and profitable Embaffy to the Court of the Nizam, 


- LXXXI. . 

That the faid Warren Haftings, therefore, by affuming an Authority which he himfelf did con- 
fider as an Ufurpation, and by Ads, in virtue of that wurped Authority, done in his own proper 
Perfon, and by Agents appointed by himfelf, and proceeding (though with fome Mitigation, for 
which one of them was by him cenfured and accufed) under his own exprefs and pofitive Orders 
and Inftructions, and thereby eftablifhing, as he himfelf obferved, “‘ a Syftem of Interference, 
‘s difreputable and ruinous, which could only be fubfervient to promote Patronage, private 
« Intereft, private Embezzlement, Corruption, and Vengeance,” to the public Detriment of the 
Company, “ and to the Ruin of a once-flourifhing Nation, and eternally reproachful to the Britith 
«© Name;” and for the evil Effects of which Syftem, ‘* as his fole and ultimate Hope” and 
Remedy, he recommends an entire Abdication for ever, not only of all Power.and Authority, but 
even of the Interference aad Influence of. Great Britain;—-is guilty of an High. Crime .and 
Mifdemeanor. - be xa 
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LXXXII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in his Letter from Chunar of the 29th of November 1781, 
has reprefented that very Influence and Interference (which in Three public Papers he deno- 
‘minates ° @ date Ufurpation” ) as being authorised by a tegular Treaty and Agreement, volun- 
tarily made‘with the Nabob himfelf, at a Place called Chunar, on the rgth of September 1781, 
a Copy of which hath been tranfinitted to the Court of BDireétors; and that Three Perfons were 
prefent at the Execution of the fame, Two whereof were: Middleton and Johnfon, his Agents 
and Refidents at Oude, the Third, the Minifter of the Nabob. And he did, in his Paper 
written to the Council General, and tranfmitted to the Court of Directors, not only declare that 
the faid Interference was agreed td by the faid Nabob, and fealed with his Seal, but would be 
highly beneficial to him; affuring the faid Council, “ that if the Refident performed his Duty, 
 in.the Execution of his (the faid Haftings’s] Inftructions, the Nabob’s Parc of the Engage- 
«* ment will prove of ftill greater Benefit to him than to our Government, in whofe Behalf it was 
«« exacted and that the Participation which is allowed our Refident in the Ju/peétion of the 
‘© public Treafure, will fecure the Receipt of the Company’s Demands, whilft the Influence which 
‘© our Government will ALWAYS poffe/s over the public Minifter of the Nabob, and the Authority 
“© of our own, will be an effectual Means of fecuring an attentive and taithful Difcharge of their 
¢ feveral Trults, both towards the Company and the Vizier.” 


LXXXIII. 

And the faid Warren Haftings did not only fettle a lan, of which the Agency and Interfe- 
rence aforefaid was a Part, and affert the beneficial Confequences thereof, but did alfo record, 
that the fame ‘* was a great public Meafure, conftituted on a large and effablifhed Syftem, and 
«s ‘deftructive in its inftant Effects of the Intereft and Fortune of many patronifed Individuals ;” 
and, .m Confequence of the faid Treaty, he the faid Warren Haftings did authorize and 
pofitively require his Agent aforefaid to interfere in, and controul and regulate, a// the Nabob's 234 Ser! 1781. 
Affairs whatfoever ; and the faid Warren Haftings having made for the Company, and in its Rept. Appr. 
Name, an Acquifition of Power and Authority, even if it had been abufed by others, he ought N’' °: 
to have remedied the Abufe, and brought the Guilty to condign Puntfhment, inftead of making 
another Treaty, without their Approbation, Confent, or Knowledge, and to this Time not com- 
municated to them; by which it appears he has annulled the former Treaty, and the Authority 
thereby acquired to the Company, as a Grievance and Ufurpation, to which, from the general 
Corruption of their Service, no other Reriedy could be applied than a formal Renunciation of 
their Power and Influence; for which faid Actings and Doings the faid Warren Haftings is 
guilty of an High Crime and Mifdemeanor, 


LXXXIV. 

That the Company’s Army in India is an Object requiring the moft vigilant and conftant In- 
fpection, both to the Happinefs of the Natives, the Security of the Britifh Power, and to its 
own Obedience and Difcipline, does require that Infpection, in Proportion as it is removed from 
the principal Seat of Goverment; and the Number and Difcipline of the Troops kept up by 
the Native Princes, along with Britifh Troops, is alfo of great Moment and Importance to the 
fame Ends: That Warren Haftings, Efquire, pretending to purfue the fame, did, in virtue of 
an Authority acquired by the Treaty of Chunar aforefaid, give ftrict Orders, and to which he 
did demand @ moft implicit Obedience, that all Officers of the Nabob’s Army fhould be appointed 
‘¢ with the Concurrence of the Refident ;” and fuppofing the Cafe, that Perfons of obnoxious De- 
fcription, or of known Bifaffection to the Britifh Government (of which he left the Refident to 
be the Judge) he did direct in the following Words: “* You are in fuch Cafe to remonftrate 
s apainit it; and if the Vizier fhould perfift in his Choice, you are peremptorily, and in my 
ss Name, to-oppofe it as a Breach of bis Agreement ;’ and he did alfo direct, that the « Mootiana 
« for Soldiers employed for the Collection of Revenue] fhould be reformed, and reduced into 
«© One Corps for the whole Service ; and that o Infantry fhould be left in the Nabob’s Ser- 
«© vice, but what may be neceffary for his Body Guard ;"—and he did further order and direét 
as follows: * That in quelling Difturbances, the Commander of the Forces fhould affift you 
ae be faid Refident} on the Requifition of the Vizier, communicated through you to him [the 
«¢ faid Commander] or at your own fingle Application. It is directed, that the Regiment ordered 
« for the immediate Protection of your Office and Perion, at Lucknow, fhall be relieved every 
‘’ Three Months, and during its Stay there fhall act folely and exclufively under your Orders.” 
And it appears, in the Courfe of the Company’s Correfpondence, that the Country Troops, 
under the Nabob’s fole Direction, would be ill-difciplined and unferviceable, if not worfe; and 
therefore the faid Warren Haftings did order, that ‘« no Infantry fhould be kept in his Service ;”’ 
yet it appears that the faid Warren Haftings ‘did make an Arrangement for a Body of Native 
Troops, whotly out of the Controul or Infpection of the Britth Government, and left a written 
Ofder in the Hands of Major Palmer (one of Ais Agents, who had been continued there, though 
the Company was not permitted to employ any) to’ be tranfmitted to Colonel Cumming, as foon 
as an ails Oe Foree thall be provided for the Defence of the Nabod’s Frontier, by Detachments 
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froin the- Nabed's oton Battalions, the faid Colonel Cumming’s Forces, whom the others were to 
fupercede 
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fupercede and replace, confifting wholly of Infantry, and which, being intended for the fame 
Service, were probably. of the fame Conftitution, 


LXXXV. 

That the old Brigade of Britith Troops, which by Treaty was to remain, had been direéted, by 
the Inftructfons of the faid Haftings to the Refident Middleton, and to the Refident Briftow, 
*¢ not to be employed at the Requifition of the Vizier, any otherwife than through the Refident ;” 
and the faid Direction was properly given, it not being fit that Britifh Troops fhould be under 
the fole Direction of Foreign independent Princes, or of apy other than the Britifh Government ; 
yet, notwithftanding the proper and neceffary Direction aforefaid, he the faid Warren Haftings 
hath left the faid Troops, by hig new Treaty, without any local Controul, of even Infpection, 
notwithftanding his Powers under the Treaty of Chunar, and his own repeated Orders, and not- 
withftanding the Mifchiefs and Dangers which the faid Warren Haftings did forefee would refult 
therefrom, if left under the fole Direction of the Nabob, and their own Difcretion, the faid 
Haftings having ftipulated with the faid Nabob not to exercife any Authority, or even Influ- 
ence, /ecret or avowed, within his Dominions, 


LXXXVI. 

That the Crime of the faid Warren Haftings, in attempting thus to abandon the Britifh Army 
to the fole Diicretion of the Nabob of Oude, is exceedingly aggravated by the Defcription given 
by him feverally of the faid Nabob of Oude, and of the Brith Army ftationed for the Defence 
of his Dominions; in his Letters to the Court of Directors, and in his Minutes of Confultation, 
and particularly in his Letter of immediately on the Acceffion of the 
Nabob, he did inform the faid Court, * that the Nabob had not, by all Accaunts, the Qualities 
«© of the Head or Heart which fitted him for that Office, though there was no Difpute con- 
“ cerning his Right to fucceed;” and fome Years afterwards, when his Accounts muft have been 
rendered more certain, he did, in his Minute of Confultation, of the 1gth of December 1779 
(regularly tranfinitted to the Court of Directors) upon a Difcuffion for withdrawing certain 
Troops, kept up in the Nabob’s Country without his Confent by him the faid Warren Hattings, 
ftrongly urge as follows: ‘* The Necefity of maintaining the Influence and Force which we poffefs 
«\ in the Country, that the Diforders of his Strate [the Nabob of Oude’s State] and Diffipation 
«< of his Revenues, are the Effects of his own Conduct, which has failed, not fo much from the 
ufual Effects of Incapacity, as from the deteftable Choice he has made of the Minifters of his 
Power, and the Participation of his Confidence. I forbear to expatiate further on his Cha- 
racter: It is fufficient that J am underftood by the Members of this Board, who muft know 
the Truth of my Allufions. Mr. Francis [a Member of the Board] furely was not aware of 
the Injury he did me [Warren Haftings] by attributing to the Spirit of Party the Character 
I gave Afuph ul Dowla [the Nabob of Oude] he himfelf knows it to be true; and it is One of 
thofe Notorieties which fuperfede the Necefity of any Evidence. Iwas forced to the Allufion I made, 
by the Imputation cafe on this Government, as baving caufed the Evils which prevail in the Gevern- 
<¢ ment of the Nabob of Oude, which I could only anfwer by afcribing them to their true Caufe, the 
“© Charatter and Conduét af the Nabob of Oude.” And the Refident (appoiated by the faid 
Haftings, againft the Orders of the Court of Directors) as his particular confidential Reprefentative, 
One whom the faid Nabob did himfelf requeft might be continued with him, dy an Engagement in 
Writing, for ever, did fome Time before, that is, on the 3d of January 177g, affure the faid Haltings 
and the Council General, ‘that fuch is his Excellency’s i Nabob of Oude’s] Difpofition, and fo 
* entirely has he loft the Confidence and Affections of his Subjects, that unlefs fome Reftraine 
«< is impofed on him, which would effectually fecure thofe who live under the Protection of his 
« Government from Violence and Oppreffion, I am but too well convinced, that no Man of 
«© Reputation or Property will long continue in thefe Provinces.” And that the faid Refidenc 
proceeds to an Inftance of Oppreffion and Rapine, ‘ out of many of the Nabob’s, which has 
«< caufed a total Difaffection and Want of Confidence among his Subjects; he hoped the Board 
¢¢ would take it into their humane Confideration, and interpofe their Jufluence, and prevent an 
<< At which would inevitably bring Difgrace upon himfelf, and a proportionable Degree of 
«: Difcredit on the National Character of the Englifh, which I confider to be more or lef 
«© concerned in every Act of his Adminiftration.” 


LXXXVII. 

That no Exception was ever taken by the faid Warren Haftings to the Truth of the Faéts, or 
to the Juftnefs of the Obfervation of the faid Refident, which he did tranfmit to the Court 
of Directors. And the faid Warren Haftings, in his Letter from Chunar, dated the agth of 
November 1781, {peaking of the Reftraints which had been put by him the faid Haftings 
on the Nabob, relative to his own Moottana, or Forces for Collection and Police, and the 
Neceffity of giving the Refident a Controul in the Nomination of the Officers of his Army, 
has afferted, “ that th® Neceffity of the Refervation arofe from a too well known De- 
«c fet in the Nabob’s Charatter ; if this Check be withdrawn, and the Choice left abfo- 
‘ lucely to the Nabob, the Firft Commands in his Army will.be filled with the moft worthlefs 
«: and abandoned of his Subjects—his late Commander in Chief is a fignal and {candalous 


¢¢ Initance of this.” 
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LXXXVIII. ' 

And the faid Warren Haftings, in his Letter to the Court of Dire€tors, dated Benares, the rcth 

of October 1784, even after he had made the aforefaid Renunciation of the Company’s Authority 
and Influence to the Nabob, did write, ‘ that the Nabob, though moft gentle in his Manners, 
‘s and endued with an Underftanding much above the common Level, has been unfortunately bred 
es "? in Habits thet draw his Attention top atuch from his own Affairs, and often fubjeé& him to 
“ the Guidance of sfidious end unworthy Confidants ;” which, thotigh more decently expreffed, 
with regard to the Nabob, than in his former Minutes, fubftantially agrees with them. And the 
faid Warren Hattings did inform the Court of Directors, after he had folemnly covenanted to with- 
draw ail the Company's Influence, on the Affurances and Promifes of a Perfon fo by himfelf de- 
feribed, that for Reafons grounded on his Knowledge of the Imbecility of the Character of the 
Nabob, he waited in a Frontier Town, ‘* that he might be at Hand to counteraét any Attempt to 
“« defeat the Effect of his Proceedings at Lucknow ;”’ and in his Letter to Mr. Wheler from the 
fame Place, he did write in the following Words ; “I am ftill near enough to attend to the firft 
«¢ Effects of the Execution, and to interfere with my Influence for the Removal of any Obftruc- 
‘¢ tions to which they are or may be liable.” He therefore found that there was none, or but an 
infuficient Security to the Effect of his Treaty, but in his own direct perfonal Violation of it. 
What otherwife was wanting in the Security for the Nabob’s Engagements, was to be fupplied as 
foliows: ** The moft refpectable Perfons of ‘his Family will be employed to counteract every 
‘© other which may tend to warp him from it; andI am forry to fay, that fuch Affiftance was 
© wanting.” And in another Letter, ‘that he had equal Ground to expect every Degree o 
«¢ Support which could be given it by the fir# Charaéters of bis Family, who are warmly and zea- 
‘¢ Joufly interefted in it.” The principal Male Character of the Family, and of the moft Influence 
in that Family, being Sear Jung, Uncle to the Nabob; and the firft Female Characters of the 
Family, being the Mother and Grandmother of the reigning Sovereign ; all of whom, Male and 
Female, he the faid Warren Haftings, in fundry Letters of his own, in the Tranfmiffion of 
various Official Documents, and even in Affidavits ftudioufly colleéted, and {worn before 
Sir Elijah Impey, during his fhort Refidence at Lucknow and Benares, did himfelf re- 
Prefent as Perfons entirely difaifetted to the Englith Power in India, as having been prin- 
cipal Promoters, if not original Contrivers, of a general Rebellion and Revolt, for the utter 
Extirpation of the Englifh Nation; and as fuch he the faid Warren Haftings did compel 
the Nabob reluctantly to take from them their Landed Eftates; and yet the faid Warren 
Haftings has had the Prefumption to attempt to impofe on the Eaft India Company, by pres 
tending to place his Reliance on thofe Three Perfons for a Settlement favourable to the Com- 
any's Interefts, on his Renunciation of all their own Power, Authority, and Influence, and on 
fs eaving their Army to the fole and uncontrouled Difcretion of a Stranger, meriting in his 
Opinion the Defcription given by him as aforefaid, as well as by him frequently afferted to be 
Politically incapable of fupporting his own Power, without the Aid of the Forces of the Com- 
‘pany. And the Offence af the faid Warren Haftings, in abandoning a confiderable Part of the 
Britifh Army in the Manner aforefaid, is much increafed by the Defcription which he has himfelf 
iven of the State of the faid Army, and particularly of that Part thereof which is ftationed in 
the Nabob of Oude’s Dominions. For he did himfelf, on the 29th of November 1781, tranfmit 
the Information following on that Subje& to the Court of Directors, namely, ‘ that the remote 
«¢ Stations of thofe Troops, placing the Commanding Officers beyond the Notice and Controul 
. «© of the Board [the Council General] at Calcutta, afforded too much of Opportunity and Tempra- 
s¢ tion for unwarrantable Emoluments, and excited the Contagion of Peculation and Rapacity through- 
« out the whole Army ; a moft remarkable Inftance, and uncontrovertable Proof of the Prevalence of 
this Spirit, has been feen in the Court Martial upon Captain Erfkine, where the Court, com- 
“ pofed of Officers of Rank and refpectable Characters, unanimoufly and honourably (maf ho- 
¢« nourably) upon an acknowledged Fatt, acquitted him, which, in Times of ftricter Difcipline, 
«© would have been deemed a Crime deferving the fevereft Punifhment.” From which Repre- 
fentation (if the faid Warren Haftings did not falfely anc unjuftly accufe and flander the Com- 
pany’s Service) it appeared, that the Peculation which infected the whole Army, derived from 
the Taint which it had in Oude, and fo fatal to the Difcipline of the Troops, would be dan- 
geroufly encreafed by his Treaty and Agreemené aforefaid with the Nabob, and by his own faid 

evil Counfel to the Court of Directors. 
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LXXXIX. ; 

That it appears, after the faid Warren HMaftiags had, on Grounds fo difgraceful to the Britith 
Nation and Government, agreed to remove for ever the Britith Jofluence and Interference from 
the Government of Oude, on Account of the Diforders in the faid Government, folely produced 
by hig own criminal Aéts and criminal Connivances, that he did overturn his own Settlement as 
foon as he had made it; and did, after he had abolifhed the Company’s Refidency as a Grievance, 
wholly violate his own folemn Agreement ; for he did, for his private Purpofes, continue therein 
his own Private Agent, Major Palmer, with a Number of Officers and Penfioners, at a Charge to 
ec of the Country greatly excceding me af the Eiteblifhment under Mr, siete 

, whic 
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which he did réprefent as frightfully enormous, and which he pretended to remove; the former 
amounting to £. 112,950, the latter only to £. 64,202, 


XC, 

That his own Secret Agent, Major Palmer, did receive a Salary or Allowance equal to 
{. 22,800 4 Year, out of the diftreffed Province of Oude; and this the faid Palmer did declare 
not to be more than he abfolutely did really and bona fide fpend; and that he had retrenched 
tonfiderably «in fome of the Articles, fince the Expence has been borne by the Vizier, and in 
t every Particular he made as little Parade and Appearance as his Station would admit,” his 
Station being that of the faid Watren Haftings’s Private Agent. But if the faid large Salary 
muft be poflidercd as merely equal to the Expences, large fecret Emoluments muit be prefumed 
to attend it, in order to make it a Place advantageous to the Holder thereof. That the faid 
Palmer did apply to the Board at Calcutta for a new Authority’ to continue the faid Eftablith- 
ments, he conceiving their Continuance “ after the Period of the Governor General’s Departure, 
t¢ depended upon the Pleafure of the Board, and not upon the Authority of the Governor General, 


“ under the Santtion of which they were eftablifhed or confirmed,” 


XC. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, in order to ruin the Refident Briftow, and to juftify himfelf 
for his former Proceedings refpecting him, did bring before the Board a new Charge againft 
him, for having paid a large Eftablifhent of Offices and Penfions to the Company’s Servants, 
from the Revenues of Oude; and the faid Briftow, in making his Defence againft the Charge 
aforefaid, did plead, that he had found all the Allowances on his Lift eftablithed before his latt 
Appointment to the Refidency; that they had grown to that Excefs in the Interval between his 
firft Removal by the faid Warren Haftings, and his Re-appointment; and having adduced 
many Reafons to make it highly improbable that the faid Hattings was perfectly well acquainted 
with it, and did approve of the expenfive Eftablifhments which he the faid Briftow fimply 
had paid, but not impofed, he did alledge, befides the Official Affurances of his Prede- 
ceffor Middleton, certain Faéts as amounting to a direct Proof that the Governor General, 
Warren Hattings, was not averfe to the Vizier’s granting large Salaries to more than One Eu- 
ropean Gentleman ; and the Firft Inftance was to Mr. Thomas, a Surgeon, who exclufive of his 
Pay from the Company, which was f£. 1,440 a Year, claimed from the Vizier, with Mr. Haf- 
tings’s Knowledge, the Sum of f£.9.763 a Year, and upwards making together {. 11,203 per 
Annum.—The next was Mr. Trevor Wheler, who did receive upon the fice Eftablifhment, 
when he was Fourth Affiftant at Oude, £.6,000 a Year; and which laft Fact the faid Haf- 
tings has admitted upon Record, ‘ that the Accufations of Mr. Briftow and Mr. Cowper, did 
‘© oblige and compel him to acknowledge,” denying at the fame Time that the Allowance of 
the Refidents Middleton and Briftow, except in this fingle Inftance, were ever authorized by 
him: Whereas his own Agent Palmer did, in his Letter of the 27th of March 1785, reprefent 
that che faid Salaries and Allowances (if not more and larger) were by him authorized or con 


firmed. 


XCII. 
That the aforefaid Briftow did alfo produce the following Letter, in Proof that Mr. Haftings 
knew and approved of Jarge Salaries to Britifh Subjects upon the Revenues of Oude, and which 
he did declare that nothing but the Neceffity of Self-defence could have induced him to 


produce. 


« Dear Briftow, 
cc Sir Eyre Coote has fome Field Allowances to receive from the Vizier, they amount to Sicca 


«© Rupees 15,554 per Month, and he has been paid up by the Vizier to the 2oth of Auguft 1782. 
«© The Governor has directed me to write to you, to requeft you to receive what is due from 
« the Vizier from the 20th Auguft laft, at the Rate of Lucknow Sicca Rupees 15,554 per Month, 
‘¢ and fend me a Bill for the Amount, the Receipt of which J will acknowledge in the Capacity 
« of Sir Eyre Coote’s Attorney; and the Governor defires that you will continue to receive Sir 


«© Eyre Coote’s Field Allowances at the fame Rate, and remit the Money to me as it comes in. 
«¢ Calcutta, January 25, 1783. (Signed) CHARLES CROFTES,” 


XCITI. 
That Sir Eyre Coote aforefaid was, at the Time of the faid Field Allowances, not ferving in 
the Country of Oude, on which the faid Allowances were charged, but in the Carnatic. 


XCIV. 
That from the Declaration of the faid Haftiags himfelf, that it was the Conviction of Mr. 
Briftow and Mr. Cowper that could alone ob/ige and compel him to acknowledge certain of his afore- 
faid Practices, and that nothing but the Neceffty of Self-defence could have induced Mr. Briftow to 


make public another, and much ftronger, Inftance of the fame, it is to be violently prefumed, 
5 a that 


{f 27 ] 


that where thefe Two, or either or both, Neceffities did not exift, many evil and oppreffive Prac- 
tices of the faid Raftings dg remain undifcovered. That if it had not been for the Contetts 
between him the faid Haftings and the Réfident Briftow, not only the before-mentioned Part.cu- 
lars, but the Whole of the expenfive Civil Eftablifhments for Englifh Servants at Oude, would have 
been for ever concealed from the Directors, and from Parliament; and yet the faid Haftings has 
had the cee pretend fo complete an Ignorance of the Facts, that reprefenting the Vizier 
as objecting to the Largenefs of the Payments made by Briftow, and ftating a very reduced Lift, 
which he was willing to allow for, amounting to J. 30,000 a Year, the faid Haftings did affect 
to be alarmed at the Magnitude, even of the Lift fo curtailed, expreffing himfelf as follows, in 
his Minute of the 7th of December 1784——"* For my own Part, when the Vizier’s Minifter firft 
« informed me thaethe Aniount which his Mafter had authorized, and was willing to admit, for 
« the Charges of the Refidency, and the Allowances of the Gentlemen at Lucknow, was 25,000 
«© Rupees per Month, I own I was ftartled at the Magnitude of the Sum, and was fome Days 
«* hefitating in my Mind whether I could with Propriety admit of it.” Whereas he well knew 
that the Three Sums alone, of which the Neceflities aforefaid had compelled the Difcovery, did 
greatly exceed that Sum, of which, at the firft Hearing, he affects to have been fo exceedingly 
alarmed, and thrown into a State of Hefitationy which continued for fome Days; and although 
he the faid Haftings was confcious that he had at the very Time authorized an Eftablifhment to 
more than Four Times the.Amouat thereof, 


XCV. 

That in the faid Deceits, Prevarications, Contradictions, malicious Accufations, fraudulent 
Concealmients, and compelled Difcoveries, as well as in the faid fecret, corrupt, and prodigal 
Difpofition of the Revenues of Qude, as well as in his Breach of Faith to the Nabob, in conti- 
nuing ee Eftablifhrnents, under a Private Agent of his own, after he had agreed to 
er the Company’s Agent, the faid Warren Haftings is guilty of an High Offence and 

iidemeanor, 
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AGAINST. ea 


WARREN MASTINGS, Riahtiy, 
Late Governer General of Bengal; 


Profented to the Hija of Ganmons; upon the 1115 
Day of April 17%; 
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Mahomed Reza Khan. 


I. 
HAT it was the declared Policy of the Company, on the Acquifition of the Duannee of 
Bengal, to continue the Country Government, under the Infpection of the Refident at the 
Nabob’s Durbar in the Firft Inftance, and that of the Prefident and Council in the laft; and for that 
" Parpofe they did ftipulate to affign, for the Support of the Dignity of the Nabob, an Annual Al- 
lowance from the Revenues, equal to Four hundred Pounds a Year. 


II. 

That, during the Country Government, the principal ative Perfon in the Adminiftration of 
Affairs, for Rank, and for Reputation of Probity, and of Knowledge in the Revenues and the 
Laws, was Mahomed Reza Khan, who, befides large Landed ‘Property, was poffefled of Offices, 
whofe Emoluments amounted nearly, if not altogether, to One hundred thoufand Pounds a Year. 


lV. 

That the Company’s Servants, in the Beginning, were not converfant in the Affairs of the Re- 
venue, and ftood in Need of Natives of Integrity and Experience to aét in the Management thereof. 
On that Ground, as well as in regard to the Rank which Mahomed Reza Khan held tn the Country, 
and the Confidence of the People in him, they, the Prefident and Council, did inform the Court of 
Directors, in their Letter of the goth of September 1765, that ** as Mahomed Reza Khan’s fhort 
** Adminiftration was irreproachable, they determined to continue him in a Share of the Authority ;” 
and this Information was not given lightly, but was founded upon an Enquiry into his Condua, 
and a minute Examination of Charges made againft him by his Rivals in the Nabob’s Court; they 
having infinuated to the Nabob, that a Defign was formed for depofing him, and placing Mahomed 
Reza on his Throne; but, on Examination, the Prefident and Council declare, that ** he had fo 
“* openly and candidly accounted for every Rupee difburfed from the Treafury, that they could not, 
“ without Injury to his Character, and Injuftice to his Conduct, during his fhort Adminiftration, 
§© refufe continuing him in a Share of the Government.” 


That the Company had Reafon to be fatisfied with the Arrangement made, fo far as it regarded 
‘him; the Prefident and Council having informed them in the following Year, in their Letter of the 
gth of December 1766, that “* the /arge Increafe of the Revenue muft, in a great Meafure, be 
** afcribed to Mr. Sykes’s Affiduity, and to Mahomed Reza Khan's profound Knowledge in the 
“ Finances.” 


Vi. 

That the then Prefident and Council, finding it neceflary to make feveral Reforms in the Ad- 
miniftration, were principally aided in the fame by the Suggeftion, Advice, and Affiftance of the 
faid Mahomed Reza Khan; and, in their Letter to the Court of Diredtors of the 24th of June 1767, 
they ftate their Refolution of reducing the Emoluments of Office, which before had arifen froma 
Variety of Prefents, and other Perquifites, to fixed Allowances ; and they ftate the Merits of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan therein, as well as the Importance, Dignity, and Refponfibility of his Station, 
in the following Manner : 

*¢ Mahomed Reza Khan has now, of bim/felf, with great Delicacy of Honour, reprefented to us the 
evil Confequences that muft enfue from the Continuance of this Pra@tice; fince, by fuffering the 
principal Officers of the Government to depend for the Support of their Dignity on the precarious 
Fund of Perquifites, they in a Manner oblige them to purfue oppreffive and corrupt Meafures, 
equally injurious.to the Country and the Company ; and they accordingly affigned Twelve Lack 
of Rupees for the Maintenance and Support of the faid Mahomed Reza Khan, and Two other 
principal Perfons, who held in their Hands the moft important Employments of that Govern- 
ment, having Regard to their clevated Stations, and to the Expediency of fupporting them in all 
the Shew and Parade requifite to keep up the Authority and Influence of their refpedlive Offices, 
as they are all Men of Weight and Confideration in the Country, who held Places of great Truft 
and Profic under the former Government. We further propofe, by this Act of Generofity, to 
* engage their cordial Services, and confirm them fteady in our Interefts, fince they cannot hope, 

17. A © from 


6 
6 
$ 
s 


a fF fF 


a 


4 


a 6 
Cr oA od 


[ 2 } 
‘* from the mot fuccefsful Ambition, to rife to greater Advantages by any Chance or Revolution of 
‘¢ Affairs. At che fame Time it was reafonable we fhould not lofe Sight of Mahomed Reza Khan’s 
“© paft Services ; he has purfued the Company's Intereft with Steadinefs and Diligence ; his Abilities 
** “qualify him to perform the moft important Services, The unavoidable Charges of his particular 
‘* Situation are great; in Dignity he ftands Second to the Nabob only ;—and as he engages to in- 
** creafe the Revenues, without Injuftice or Oppreffion, to more than the Amount of his Salary, 
“* and to relinguifo thofe Advantages, to the Amount of Eight Lacks of Rupees per Annum, which he 
** heretofore enjoyed, we thought it proper, in the Diftribution of Salaries, to confider Mahomed 
Reza Khan in a Light fuperior to the other Minifters. We have enly to obferve farther, that great 
“‘ and enormous as the Sum muft appear, which we have allotted for the Support of the Minifters 
** of the Government, we will not hefitate to pronounce that it is neceffary and reafonable, and wilf 
‘S appear fo, on the Confideration of the Power which Men employed on thefe importance Services 
© have, either to obftruét or promote the public Good, unlefs their Integrity be confirmed by the 
* Ties of Gratitude and Intereft.” 
VIL. 

That the faid Mahomed Reza Khan continued, with the fame Diligence, Spirit, and Fidelity, ta 
execute the Truft repofed in him, which comprehended a large Proportion of the Weight of Govern- 
ment, and particularly of the Collections; and his Attachment to the Intereft of the Company, and 
his extenfive Knowledge, was again, in the Courfe of the Year 1767, fully acknowledged, and ftated to 
the Court of Direétors; and it farther appears, that by an inceffant Application to Bufinefs, his 
Health was confiderably impaired, which gave Occafion, in the Year following, that is, in February 
1768, to a frefh Acknowledgment of his Services, in thefe Terms: ‘“ We mutt, in Juftice to Maho- 
*© med Reza Khan, exprefs the high Senfe we entertain of his Abilities, and of the indefatigable Atten- 
“¢ tion he has fhewn in the Execution of the important Truft repofed in him; and we cannot but la- 
«© ment the Profpect of lofing his Services, from the prefent declining State of his Health.” 


VII. 

That as, in the Increafe of the Revenue, the faid Mahomed Reza Khan was employed as a Perfon 
likely to improve the fame without Deyiment to the People, fo, when the State of any Province 
feemed to require a Remiffion, he was employed as a Perfon difpofed to the Relief of the People with- 
out Fraud to the Revenue; and this was expreffed by the Prefidence and Council as follows, with re- 
lation to the Remiffions granted in the Province of Bahar: +‘ That the general Knowledge of Maho- 
66 med Reza Khan, in all Matters relative to che Duannee Revenues, induced us to confent to fuch 
“* Deductions being made, from the general State of that Province at the laft Poonah, as may be 
*© deemed irrecoverable, or fuch’as may procure an immediate Relief and Encouragement to the 
s* Ryots in the future Cultivation of their Lands.” 


IX. L 
That the faid Mahomed Reza Khan, in the Execution of the faid great and important Trufts and 
Powers, was not fo much as fufpected of an ambitious or encroaching Spirit, which might make-him 
dangerous to the Company’s, then recent, Authority, or which might render his Precedence injurious 
to the Confideration due to his Colleagues in Office; but, on the contrary, it appears that a Plan hav. 
ing been adopted for dividing the Adminiftration, in order to remove the Nabob’s Jealoufies, the 
fame was in Danger of being fubverted by the Ambition ** of Two of his Colleagues, and the excefive 
“© Moderation of Mabomed Reza Khan.” And for a Remedy of the Inconveniencies, which might arife 
from the Excefs of an accommodating Temper, though attended with irreproachable Integrity, the 
Prefident and Council did fend one of their own Members, as their Deputy to the Nabob of Bengal, 
at his Capital of Maxadavad; and this Meafure appears to have been adopted for the Support of Ma. 
homed Reza Khan, in confequence of an Enquiry made, and Advice given by Lord Clive, in his Let- 
ter of the 3d of July 17653 in which Letter, he expreffes himfelf of the faid Mahomed Reza Khan as 
follows: ** It is with Pleafure I can acquaint you, that the more I fee of Mahomed Reza Khan, the 
“* fronger is my Comviltion of bis Honour and Moderation; but that, at the fame Time, I cannot help 
** obferving, that either from Timidity, or an erroneous Principle, he is too ready to fubmit to En- 
“* croachments upon that Proportion of Power that has been allotted him.” 


X. 

That the Nabob Jaffer Ali Khan dying in February 1755, Mahomed Reza Khan was appointed 
Guardian to his Children, and Adminiftrator of his Office, or Regent, which Appointment the Court of 
Directors did approve. But the Party oppofice to Mahomed Reza Khan having continued to cabal 
againft him, fundry Accufations were framed, relative to Oppreffion at the Time of the Famine, and 
for a Balance due during his Employment of Collector of the Revenues; upon which the Dire@ors 
did grder him to be deprived of his Office, and a ftri& Enquiry tobe made into his Condutt, 


r 


XI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, then lately appointed to the Prefidency, did, on the aft of April, 
and on the 24th of September, 1772, write Letters to the Court of DireCtors, informing them, that 
on the very next Day after he had received (as he afferts) their private Orders, ** addrefled to hiaaflelf 

‘¢ alone,” 


[3 ] 


*¢ alone,” and not to the Board, he did difpatch, by exprefs Mefengers, his Orders to Mr. Middleton, 
the Reéfident at the Nabob’s Court at Muxadavad, in a public Charaéter and Truft with the Nabob, to 
arref it his Capital and at his Court, and without any previous Notice given of any Charge, his princi- 
pai ‘Miniter, the aforefaid Mahomed Reza Khan, and to bring him down to Calcutta; and he did 
carefully conceal his faid Proceedings from the Knowledge of the Board, on Pretext of his not being 


acquainted with their Di(pofitions, and the Influence which he thought that the faid Mahomed Reza 
Khan had amongft them. - 


ae AIT. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, at the Time he gave his Orders as aforefaid, for arrefting the faid 
Mahomed Reza Khan, did not take any Meafures to compel the Appearance of any other Per- 
fons as Witneffes, declaring it as his Opinion, * that there would be little Need of Violence to ob- 
** tain {uch Intelligence, as they could give, againft their former Mafter, when his Authority is 
** taken from him ;” but he did afterwards, in Excufe for the long Detention and Imprifonment of 
the faid Mahomed Reza Khan, without any Proofs having been obtained of his Guilt, or Meafures 
taken to bring him to a Trial, affure the Diteétors, in direct Contradiction to his former Declara- 
tion, °° that the Influence of Mahomed Reza Khan ftill prevailed generally throughout the Coun- 
** try, in the Nabob’s Houfehold, and at the Capital, and was fcarcely affected by his prefent 
* Difgrace,”—notwithftanding, as he, the faid Haftings, doth confefs, he had ufed his utmoft 
Endeavours ‘‘ to break that Influence, by removing his Dependants, and putting the Direction of 
** all the Affairs that had been committed to his Care into the Hands of the mof powerful or affive 
“* of bis Enemies, that he depended on the Activity of their Hatred to Mahomed Reza Khan, in- 
** cited by the Expectation of Rewards, for inveftigating the Conduct of the latter ; that with this 
“© the Inftitution of the new Duannce coincided, and that the fame Principle had guided him in the 
*© Choice of Munny Begum and Rajah Gourdafs, the former for the chief Adminiftration, the latter 
** [the Son of Nundcomar, and a mere Inftrument in the Hands of his Father] for the Duannee of 
* the Nabob’s Houfehold, both the declared Enemies of Mahomed Reza Khan.” 


XI. 

That although it might be true thar Enemies will become the moft active Profecutors, and as 
fuch may, though under much Guard and many Precautions, be ufed even as Witneffes; and that 
it ought not to be an Exception, fuppofing their Character and Capacity, otherwife good, to the 
appointing them to Power; yet to advance Perfons to Power, on the Ground not of their Honour 
and Integrity, which might have produced the Enmity of bad Men, but merely for the Enmity it- 
felf, without any Reference whatfoever to a laudable Caufe, and even with a declared ill Opinion of 
the Morals of one of the Party, fuch as was actually delivered in the faid Letter, by him the faid 
Haftings, of Nundcomar (and which, Time has fhewn, he might alfo on good Ground have con- 
ceived of others) was, in the Circumftances of a Criminal Enquiry, a Motive highly difgraceful to the 
Honour of Government, and deftructive of impartial Juftice, by holding out the greateft of all 
poffible Temptation to falfe Accufation, to corrupt and factious Confpiracies, to Perjury, and to every 
Species of Injuftice and Oppreffion. 


XIV. - 

That in confequence of the aforefaid Motives, and others pretended, which were by no Means 
a fufficient Juftification to the faid Warren Haftings, he did appoint the Woman aforefaid, called 
Munny Begum, who had been of the loweft and moft difcreditable Order in Society, according to 
the Ideas prevalent in India, but from whom he received feveral Sums of Money, to be Guardian 
to the Nabob in Preference to his own Mother, and to adminifier the Affairs of the Government in the 
Place of the faid Mahomed Reza Khan, the Second Muffulman in Rank after the Nabob, and the 
Firft in Knowledge, Gravity, Weight, and Character, among.the Muffulmen of that Province. And 
in order to try every Method and to take every Chance for his Deftruction, the faid Warren Hatt- 
ings did malicioufly and oppreffively keep him under Confinement, for a Part of the Time, without 
any Enquiry, and afterwards, with a flow and dilatory Trial, for Two Years together. 


XV. 

That notwithftanding a total Revolution in the Power, in Part avowedly made for his Deftruétion, 
the Perfons appointed for his Trial did, on full Enquiry, compleatly acquit the faid Mahomed 
Reza Khan of the Criminal Charges againft him, on Account of which he had been fo long perfecuted 
and confined, and fuffered much in Mind, Body, and Fortune; and the Court of Directors, in their 
Letter of the 3d of March 1775, teftify their Satisfaction in the Conduct and Refule of the faid En- 
qui and did direct the Reftoration of the {aid Mahomed Reza Khan to Liberty, and to the Of- 

ces which he had lately held, which comprehended the Management of the Nabob’s Houfchold, 
and the general Superintendency of the Juttice of Bengal; but according to the Orders of the Court 
of Directors, his Appointments were reduced to Thirty thoufand Pounds a Year, or thereabouts, 
of which he did make grievous Complaint, on Account of the Expences attendant on his Station, 


and the heavy Debts which he had been obliged to contract during his unjult Perfecution and Im- 
prifonment aforefaid, 


3 | XVI. That 
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XVI. | 

That on the Removal of the faid Mahomed Reza Khan from the Superintendency of the 
Criminal Juftice, and in confequence of letting the Province of Bengal in by the faid Warren Hait- 
ings, feveral dangerous and mifchievous Innovations were made by him the faid Warren Haftings, 
and the Criminal Juftice of the Country was almoft wholly fubverted, and great Irregularities and 


Diforders did aétually enfue. 


XVII. 

That the Council General, eftablifhed by Act of Parliament in the Year 1773, did reftore’ the 
faid Mahomed Reza Khan, with the Confent and Approbatton of the Nabob (but under a Proteft 
from the faid Warren Haftings) to his Liberty, and to his Offices, according to the Spirit of the 
Orders given by the Court of Directors as aforefaid ; and the Court of Dire¢tcrs did approve of the faid 
Appointment, and did affure the faid Mahomed Reza Khan of their Favour and Prote@tion, as long 
as his Conduét fhould merit the fame, in the following Terms: ‘* As the Abilities of Mahomed Reza 
‘* Khan have been fufficiently manifefted ; as Official Experience qualifies him for fo high a Station, 
“© in a more eminent Degree than any other Native with whom the Company has been connected ; 
‘* and as no Proofs of Maladminiftration have been eftablifhed againf{t him, either during the ftrict 
‘© Inveftigation of his Conduct, or fince his Retirement; we cannot under all Circumftances but ap- 
“© prove your Recommendation of him to the Nabob, to conftitute him his Nuib. We are well 
“© pleafed that he has received that Appointment, and authorize you to affure him of our Favour, fo 
** Jong as a firm Attachment to the Intereft of the Company, and a proper Difcharge of the Duties 
‘© of his Station, fhall render him worthy of our Protection.” And the faid Mahomed Reza Khan did 
continue to execute the fanie, without any Complaint whatfoever of Malverfation or Negligence, in 


any Manner or Degree, in his faid Office. 


XVITI. 

That in March 1778 the faid Warren Haftings, under Colour that the Nabob had compleated 
his Twentieth Year, and had defired to be placed in the entire and uncontrouled Management of his 
own Affairs, and that Mahomed Reza Khin fhould be removed from his Office, and that Munny 
Begam his Stepmother, the dancing Girl aforefaid, ‘* fhould take on herfelf the Management of the 
“* Nizamut [the Government and general Superintendency of Criminal Juftice}] without the Interfe- 
© rence of any Perfon whatfoever ;” and, notwithftanding the Contradictions in the pretended Appli- 
cations from the Nabob, with whote Incapacity for all Affairs he was well acquainted, did, in Defiance 
of the Orders of the Court of Direétors, and without Regard to the Infamy of an Arrangement, made 
for the evident and declared Purpofe of delivering not only the Family with the Prince, but the Go- 
vernment and Juftice of a great Kingdom, into fuch infufficient, corrupt, and fcandalous Hands; and 
though he has declared his Opinion, “‘ that our National Character is concerned in the Character 
‘* which the Nabob may obtain in the public Opinion,” on obtaining a Majority in Council, without 
any Complaint, real or pretended, remove the faid Mahomed Reza from all his Offices, and did 
partition his Salary asa Spoil in the following Manner :— To Munny Begum, the dancing Girl afore- 
faid, an additional Allowance of S.venty-two thoufand Rupees [4. 7,200] a Year; to the Nabob’s 
own Mother, but Half that Sum, that is to fay, 36,000 Rupees |£. 3,600] a Year; to Rajah Gour- 
dafs, Son of Nundcomar (whom he had defcribed as a weak young Man) 72,000 Rupees [£. 7,200] 
a Year, as Controller of the Houfehold; and to a Magiftrate called Sudder ul Hock, who, in real 
Subferviency to the faid Munny Begum, was nominally to act in the Department of Criminal Juftice, 
78,000 Rupees [£.7,800] a Year; the Total of which Allowances exceeding the Salary of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan by 18,000 Rupees [£.1,800] Yearly, he did, for the corrupt and {candalous 
Purpofes aforefaid, order the fame to be made up from the Company’s Treafury. 


XIX, 

That Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, having moved that the Execution of the aforefaid 
Arrangement, the whole Expence of which, ordinary and extraordinary, was charged upon 
the Company’s Treafury, and therefore could not be even colourably difpofed of at the pretended 
Will of the faid Nabob, might be fufpended until the Pleafure of the Court of Direétors thereon 
fhould be known ; and the fame being refolved agreeably to Law, by a Majority of the Council then 
prefent, the faid Haftings urging on violently the immediate Execution of his corrupt Proje&t, and 
having obtained, by the Return of Richard Barwell, Efquire, a Majority in Council, in his own Cafte 
ing Vote, did refcind the aforefaid Refolution, and did carry into immediate Execution the afore- 
faid moft unwarrantable, mifchievous, and fcandalous Defign. 


XX, 

That the Confequences which might be expe&ed from fuch a Plan of Adminiftration, did 
almolt inftantly ow from it. For the Perfon appointed to execute one of the Offices which had 
been filled by Mahomed Reza Khan, did foon find that thé Eunuchs of Munny Begum began to 
employ their Power, with great Superiority and Infolence, in ajl the Concerns of Government, and 
the Adminiltration of Jultice, and did endeavour co difpofe of the Offices relative to the fame for 
their corrupt Purpofes, and to rob the Nabob’s Servants of their due Allowances; and in his Letter 


of the ft September 1778, he fent a Complaint to the Board, ftating, “* That certain bad Men 
2 “* had 





{[ s ] 


“ had gained an Afcendancy over the Nabob’s Temper, by whole Inftigation he atts.” And after 
complaining of the. Slights he received from the Nabob, he adds, “* Thus they caufe the Nabob to 
“ creat mie, fometimes with Indignity, at others with Kindnefs, juft as they think proper to 
 advilé him: Their View is, that by ling me to Difpleafure at moft unworthy Treatment, 
“* they may ‘force me either to relinquith my Station, or to join with them, and act by their Advice, 
“and appeint Creatures of their Recommendation to the different Offices, from which they*might 
“ draw Profit to themfelves.” 


XXI. 

That, in a fubfequent Letter to the Governor, the faid Superintendant of Juftice did inform 
hint, the faid Warren Haftings, of the audacious and corrupt Manner in which, by Violence, Fraud, 
and Forgery, the Eunuchs of Munny Begum had abufed the Nabob’s Name, to deprive the judicial 
and executory Officers of Juttice of the Salaries which they ought to have drawn from the Company’s 
Treafury, in the following Words :—-* The Begum's Minifters, before my Arrival, wich the Advice of 
** their Counfellors, caufed the Nabob to fign a Receipt, in confequence of which they received, at 
“ Two different Times, near 50,000 Rupees [£.5000] in the Name of the Officers of the Adawlut 
“* Foufdary, &c. from the Company's Circars; and having drawn up an Account current in the 
“* Manner they wifbed, they had got the Nabob to fign it, and fent it to me.” And in the fame 
Letter he afferts, “* That thefe People had the Nabob entirely in their Power.” 


XXII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, upon this Reprefentation, did, notwithftanding his late pre- 
tended Opinion of the Fitnefs and the Right of the Nabob to the fole Adminiftration of his own Af- 
fairs, authoratively forbid him from any Interference therein, and ordered that the Whole fhould be 
deft to the Magiftrate aforefaid s to which the Nabob did, notwithitanding his pretended Independence, 
yield an immediate and unreferved Submiffion ; for the faid Haftings’s Order being given on the Firit 
of September at Calcutta, he received as Anfwer from Muxadavad on the Third, in the following 
Terms :——“ Agreeably to your Pleafure I have relinquifhed all Concern with the Affairs of the 
** Foufdary and Adawlut, leaving the entire Management in Judder ul Hock’s Hands.” Which faid 
Circumftance, as well as many others, abundantly proves, that all the Nabob’s Actions were, in Truth 
and Fact, entirely governed by the Influence of the faid Haftings, and that however the faid Flaft- 
ings may have publicly difcouraged the corrupt Tranfactions of the faid Court, yet he did fecretly 
uphold the Authority and Influence of Munny Begum, who did entirely direé&t, with his Knowledge 
and Countenance, all the Proceedings therein. For 


That, on the 13th of the fame Month of September, he did receive a further Complaint of the 
corrupt and fraudulent Practices of the Chief Eunuch of the faid Munny Begum ; and thefe cor- 
rupt Practices did fo continue and increafe, that, on the roth of October 1778, he was obliged to 
confefs, in the ftrongeft Terms, the pernicidus Confequences of his before-created unwarrantable 
and illegal Arrangements; for, in a Letter of that Date to the Nabob, he expreffes himfelf as fol- 
lows: ** At your Excellency’s Requeft, I fent Sudder ul Hock Khan to take on him the Adminiftra- 
** tion of the Affairs of the Adawlut and Fouzdary, and hoped by that Means not only to have 
¢ siven Satisfaction to your Excellency, but that, through his Abilities and Experience, thefe Af- 
- fairs would have been conducted in fuch Manner, as to have fecured the Peace of the Country, 
*© and the Happinefs of the People, and it is with the greateft Concern I learn, that this Meafure 
§¢ is fo far from being attended with the expected Advantages, that the Affairs, both of the Fouz- 
“ darry and Adawlut, are in the greateft Confulion imaginable, and daily Robberies and Murders 
© are perpetrated throughout the Country. This is evidently owing to the Want of a proper Au- 
** thority in the Perfon appointed to fuperintend them. I therefore addreffed your Excellency on the 
St Importance and Delicacy of the Affairs in Queftion, and of the Neceffity of lodging full Power 
in the Hands of the Perfon chofen to adminifter them; in reply to which, your Excellency ex- 
“ preffed Sentiments coincident with mine: Notwithftanding which, your Dependants and People, 
* attuatéd ‘by (elf and avaricious Views, bave by their Interference fo impeded the Bujine/s, as to throw 
* she wbole Country into a State of Confufion; frem which nothing can retrieve it, but an unlimited Power 
S© Jadved in the Hands of the Superintendant. I therefore requeft that your Excellency will give the ftricteft 
 Iniunétions to all your Dependents, not to interfere in any Manner with any Matter relative to 
“© the Affairs of the Adawlut and Fouzdary; and that you will yourfelf relinquith all Interference 
4t thérein, and leave them entirely to the Management of Sudder ul Hock Khan: This is abfolutely 
‘© neceffary, to reftore the Country to a State of Tranquillity.” And he concluded by again recom- 
menditia the Nabob to withdraw all Interference with the Adminiftrator aforefaid , ‘* otherwife a 
“ te, which I adopted at your Excellency’s Requeft, and with a View to your Satisfaction, and 
564 the f efit B the Country, will be attended with quite contrary Effects, and bring Difcredit on 
S* me.” 


! 


“ . 4 XXIV, 
Thi. the faid Haftings, in the Letter aforefaid, in which he fo ftrongly condemns the Ads, 
ae fly marks out the mifchievoys Effects, . the corrupt Influence under which alone the 


* ys Nabob 
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Nabob aéted, and under which alone, from his known Incapacity, and his Dependence on the Perfon 
fupported by the faid Haftings, he could att, did propofe to put all the Offices of Juftice (which 
on another Occafion he had requefted him to permit to remain in the Hands which then held them) 
into his own Difpofal; telling him, or rather the Woman and Eunuch who governed him, “ that if 
“« tis Excellency has any Plan for the Management of the Affairs in future, be pleafed to commiu- 
 nichte it to me, and every Attention fhall be paid to give your Excellency Satisfa@tion.” By 
which Means, not only particular Parts, as before, but the whole Syftem of: Juflice was to be afloat, 
and to be fubjeét co the Purpofes of the aforefaid corrupt Cabal of Women and Eunuchs. 


XXV. : 

That the Court of Directors, on receiving an Account of the above Arrangements, and being 
well apprized of the Spirit, Intention, and probable Effect of the fame, did, in a clear, firm,’ and 
decifive Manner, exprefs their Condemnation of the Meafure, and their Rejection and Réprobation 
of all the pretended Grounds and Reafons on which the fame was fupported; marking ‘diftinétly his 
Prevarication and Contradictions in the fame, and pointing to him their full Conviction of the un- 
worthy Motives on which he had made fo fhameful an Arrangement; telling him, in the 17th Para- 
graph of their General Letter, of the 4th of Feb. 1779, ** The Nabob’s Letters of the 25th and goth 
** of Auguft, of the 3d of September, and 17th of November, leave us no Doubt of the frue 
“ Defign of this extraordinary Bufinefs being to bring forward Munny Begum, and again to inveft 
‘* her with improper Power and Influence, notwithftanding our former Declaration, that fo great a 
** Part of the Nabob’s Allowance had been embezzled and mifapplied under her Superintendance.” 


XXVI. ! 

' That in confequence of the Cenfure and Condemnation of the unwarrantable Meafures of 
the faid Warren Haftings, by the Court of Direétors, on the aforefaid and other weighty and fub- 
ftuntial Grounds, they did order and direét as follows, in the 20th Paragraph of the General Letter 
of the fame Date: ‘* As we deem it for the Welfare of the Country, that the Office of Naib Sou- 
‘** badar be for the prefent continued, and that this high Office fhould be filled by a Perfon of. Wift 
“dom, Experience, and of approved Fidelity to the Company ; and as we have no Reafon to alter the 
“© Opinion given of Mahomed Reza Khan, in our Letter of the 24th of Dec’ 17763; we pofitively direct, 
* that you forthwith fignify to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla our Pleafure, that Mahoméd Reza 
** Khan be immediately reftored to the Office of Naib Soubadar; and we further direét, that Ma- 
*¢ homed Reza Khan be again affured of the Continuance of our Favour, fo long as a firm Attach- 
“© ment to the Intereft of the Company, and a proper Difcharge of the Duties of his Station, thall 
* render him worthy of our Protcction.” 


; XXVII. 

That the aforefaid Dire€lion did convey in it fuch evident and cogent Reafon, and was fo 
far enforced by Juftice to Individuals, and by Regard to the Peace and Happinefs of the Natives, 
as well as by the common Decorum to be obferved in all the Tranfactions of Government, that the 
faid LHaftings ought to have yielded a cheartu) Obedience thereto, even if he had not been by a 
pofitive Statute, and his elation of Servant to the Company, bound to that juft Submiffion. Yet the 
faid Elaftings did, withoat denying or evading any one of the Reafons aflizned by the Court of 
Directors, or controverting the fcandalous Motives afligned by them for his Conduct, contumacioufly’ 
refule Obedience to the above pofitive Order, on Pretence that the Nabob, who, he had decivead it 
on Record ‘ to be as vifible as the Light of the Sun, is a mere Pageant, and without: éHen’ the 
“© Shadow of Authority,” did diffent from the farng; and he did encourage the faid Nabob, of’ ra- 
ther the Eunuchs, the corrupt Minifters of Munny Begum, to oppofe himfelf and’themfelves to the 
Authority of the faid Court of Directors; by which Means the Arrangement, Three Times either 
ratified or expreisly ordered by them, was wholly defeated ; the aforefaid corrupt Syfteim was con- 
tinued; Mahomed Reza Khan was not reftored to his Office ; and a Leffon was taught to the Na- 
tives of all Ranks, that the declared Approbation, the avowed Sanction, and the decided Authority 
of the Court of Directors, were wholly nugatory to their Protection, againft the corrupt Iafluence,of 


their Servants. 
z 


XXVIII. oo 

That the faid Warren Haftings, ona Reconciliation with Mr. Francis, one of. the Council General, 
who made it a Condition thereof that certain of the Company’s Orders fhould be obeyed, and hat 
Mahomed Reza Khan fhould be reftored to his Offices, did, a confiderable Time after, notwithftand- 
ing the pretended Reluétance of the Nabob, and’his pretended Freedom, make, for his Convemenee int 
the fuid Accommodation, the Arrangement which he had unwarrantably and tHegally refitted x0 che: 
Orders of the Court of Directors; and did, of his own Authority and that of the Board, reftore!Mfaho-" 
med Reza Khan to his Offices. | ory oe 


) 


X XIX, 
That, foon after the Departure of the faid Mr. Francis, he did again deprive the faid Mahomed Reza 
Khan of his faid Offices, and did make feveral great Changes in the Conttitutien of the Ceuninal jJultice 
8 - pee has, 
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inthe faid Country ; and after having, under Pretence of the Nabob’s Sufficiency for the Management 
of his own Affairs,’dilplaced, without any, {pecific Charge, Trial, or Enquiry whatfoever, the faid 
Mahomed Reza Khan; de did fubmit the faid Nabob to the entire Direction, in all Paits of his Con- 
cerns, of a Refident.6f his.own Nomination, Sir John Doyley, Bart. and did order an Account of the 
moft minute Parts of his Domeftick Oeconomy to be made out, and to be delivered to the faid Sir 
John Doyley, in-the following Words, contained in a Paper by him intitled, INSTRUCTIONS 
from the Governor General to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, refpecting his Conduct in 
the Management of. his Affairs: “* You will be pleafed to direct your Mutta Seddies to torm 
‘© an Account of the fixed Sums of your Monthly Expences, fuch as Servants Wages in the different 
‘Departments; Penfions, and other Allowances, as well as of the eftimated Amount of variable 
‘© Expences, to be- delivered to Sir John Doyley, for my InfpeHion. 1 have given fuch Orders to 
“Sir Johd Doyley as will enable him to propofe to you fuch Reductions of the Penfions and other 
“© Allowances, and duch a Diftribution of the variable Expences, as fhall be proportionable to the 
** total Sum of your ‘Monthly Income ; ad J mujft requeft you will conform to it." And he did, in the 
fubfequent Articles of his faid. Inftructions, order the whole Management to be direéted by Sir John 
Doyley,: fubject co his own DMireftions, as aforefaid; and did even direct what Company he fhould 
keep; and did throw Reflections on fome Perfons, in Places the neareft to him, as of bad Charaéter 
and bafe Origin—-Perfons whom he fhould decline to name as fuch, ‘* unlefs he heard that they {till 
‘* availed themfelves of his Goodmefs to retain the Places which they improperly hold near his Per- 
‘© fon.” And he did particularly order the faid Nabob not to admit any Englith, but fuch as the faid 
Sir John Doyley fhould approve, to his Prefence; and did repeat the faid Oider in the following 
peremptory Manner: “* You muft forbid any Perfon of that Nation to be intruded into your Prefence, 
* without bis Introduction.” And he did require his Obedience in the following authoritative Style : 
“J fhall think myfelf obliged to interfere in another Manner, if you ncglect it.” 


XXX. 

That he the faid Warren Haftings did infult the captive Condition of the faid Nabob, by 
informing him, in his imperious Inftructions aforefaid, that this total, blind, and implicit Obedience, 
in every Refpect whatfoever, to Sir John Doyley and himfelf Perfonally, and without any Reference 
to the Board, ‘* was, the vety Conditions of the Compliance of the Governor General and Council 
*¢ with his late Requifition ;” which Requifition was, that he fhould enjoy the free and uncontrouled 
Management of his own Affairs, And though the faid Captive did offer, as he the faid Hattings him- 
felf admits, Four Lacks of his Stipend, at that Time reduced to Sixteen Lack, for the free U/e of the 
Remainder, yet he did place him the faid Nabob in the State of Servitude in the faid Inftructions 
laid down, but a very fhort Time after he had affumed and ufed the faid Nabob’s independent 

Rights, as a Ground for refufing to obey the Company’s Orders ; and although he has declared or 
"pretended, on another Occafion, which he would have thought fimilar, that any Attempt to limit the 
Houtehold Expences of the Nabob of Oude, was an Indignity ** which no Man living, however mean 
*¢ his Rank in Life, or dependent his Condition in it, would permit to be exercifed by any other, 
*© without the Want or Forfeiture of every manly Principle.” 


XXXI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did order the faid Stipend (which was to be diftributed, in the mi- 
nuteft Particular, according to the faid Haftings’s perfonal Directions) to be paid Monthly, not to any 
Officer of the Nabob, but to the faid Refident Sir John Doyley. And whereas the Governor General 
and Council did, on the Appointment of Mahomed Reza Khan, according to their Duty, inftruct him, 
that ** he do conform to the Orders of the Company, which direct, that an Annual Account of the 
«© Nabob’s Expences be tranfmitted, through the Refident at the Durbar, for the Infpection of this 
*6 Board,’—the faid Haftings, in making his new Eftablifhment in Favour of his Refident, did 
wholly omit the faid Inftruction, and did confine the faid Communication to bim/elf privately. And 
in fact it does not appear that any Accounts whatfoever of the Difpofition of the faid large Sum, ex- 
ceeding £. 160,000 Sterling a Year, has been laid before the Board, or at leaft that any fuch Account 
has been tranfmitted to the Court of DireCtors ; and it is not fitting that any Britifh Servant of the 
Company fhould have the Management of any public Money, much lefs of fo great a Sum, without a 
public well-vouched Account of the fpecific Expenditure thereof. 


XXXII. 

That the Court of Direétors did, on the 17th of May 1766, propofe certain Rules for regulating 
the Correfpondence of the Refident with the Nabob of Bengal, in which they did direct, as a Prin- 
ciple for the faid Regulations, as follows (Paragraph 16th)? ‘* We would have his Correfpondence 
*¢ to be carried on with the Selec? Committee through the Channel of the Prefident; he fhould keep a 
“¢ Diary of all his Tranfactions. His Correfpondence with the Natives mut be publicly conduéted ; 
*¢ Copies of all his Letters, fent and received, be tranfmitted Menthly to the Prefidency, with 
* Duplicates and Triplicates to be tranfmicted Home in our general Packet by every Ship.” 


N° x7. C XXXII. 
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XXXII. 

That the Prefident and Sele& Committee (Lord Clivé being then Prefident) did approve of the 
whole fubftantial Part of the faid Regulation (the Diary excepeed); and the Principle, in all Matters 
of Account, ought to have been ftriétly adhered co, whatever Limitations may have been given to 
the Office of Refident. Yet he the faid Warren Haftings, in Defiance of the aforefaid good Rules, 
Orders, and late Precedent in Conformity to the fame, did not only withhold any Order for the 
Purpofe, but, in order to carry on the Bufinefs of the faid Durbar in a clandeftine Manner for his 
own Purpofes, did, as aforefaid, exclude all Engtith from an Intercourfe with the Nabob, who might 
carry Complaints or Reprefentations to the Board, or the Court of Direétors, of his Condition, of 
the Conduét of the Refident; and did further, to defeat ali poffible Pubheity, infinvate to him, to 
give the Preference to verbal Communication above Letters, in the Words folloming, of the gth Ar- 
ticle of his Inftractions to the Nabob: “‘ Aleheugh I defire to receive your Letters frequently, yet, 
“as many Matters will occur which cannot be fo ¢afily explained by Letters as by Gonverfation, | de- 
“* fire that you wilf, on, fuch Occafions, give your Orders to him, refpecting fuch Points as you may 
“ defire to have imparted t@ me; and I, poftponing every other Concern, will give an immediate and 
** the moft fatisfaétory Reply concerning them.” Accordingly, ne Relation whatloever has been 
received by the Court of Direétors of the faid Nabob’s Affairs; nor any Account of the Money 
Monthly paid, except from public Fame, which reports that his Affairs are in great Diforder, his 
Servants unpaid, and many of them difmiffed, and all the Moffulmren dependant on his Family ia a 
State of Indigence. 
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The MOGUL delivered up to the MAHRAT TAS. 





I. 

HAT Sha Aalum, the Prince, commonly called The Great Mogul, or, by Eminence, Te 

King, is, or lately was, in the Poffeffion of the antient Capital of Hindoftan; and though 
without any confiderable Territory, and without a Revenue fufficient to maintain a moderate State, 
he is till much refpetted and confidered , and the Cuftody of his Perfon is eagerly fought by many 
of the Princes in India, on account of the Ufe to be made of his Title and Authority ; and it was 
for the Intereft of the Eaft India Company that while, on one Eland, no Wars fhall be entered in- 
to in Support of his Pretenfions, on the other, no Steps fhould be taken which may tend to de- 
liver him into the Hands of any of the powerful States of that Country; but that he fhould be 
treated with Friendfhip, good Faith, and refpectful Attention, 


I]. 

That Warren Haftings, in Contradi€tion to this fafe, juft, and honourable Policy, ftrongly pre- 
fcribed and enforced by the Orders of the Court of Directors, did (at a Time when he was engaged 
in a Negotiation, the declared Purpofe of which was to give Peace to India) concur with the Captain 
General of the Maratta State, called Madajee Scindia, in hoftile Defigns againft the few remaining 
Territories of that fame Mogul Emperor, by virtue of whofe Grant the Company aclually poffels 
the Government, and enjoy the Revenues of great Provinces, and alfo againft the Poffeffions of a 
Mahommedan Chief called Nudjif Cawn, a Perfon of much Merit with the Eaft India Company ; in 
Acknowledgment of which they had granted him a Penfion, included in the Tribute due to the King, 
‘and, together with that Tribute, taken from him by the faid Warren Haftings, though exprefly 
guaranteed to him by the Company. With both thefe Powers the Company had been in Frienchhip, 
and were actually at Peace at the Time of the faid clandeftine Concurrence in a Defign again{t 
them; and the faid Haftings hath fince declared, That the Right of One of them, namely, * the 
‘** Right of che Mogul Emperor to our Affiftance, has been conttantly acknowledged.” 


That the faid Warren Haftings, at the Time of his treacherous Concurrence in a Defign againtt 
a Power, which he was himfelf of Opinion we were bound to affift, and againft whom there was no 
Doubt he was bound neither to form nor to concur in any hoftile Attempt, did give a Caution to 
Colonel Muir, to whom the Negotiation aforefaid was entrufted on the Part of the Company, 
againtt “ inferting any Thing in the Treaty which might expre/sly mark our Knowledge of his (the 
‘© Maratta General’s] Views or Concurrence in them.” Which faid Tranfaction was full of Duplicity 
and Fraud ; and the Crime of the faid Haftings therein is aggravated, by his having fome Years 
before withheld the Tribute, which by Treaty was folemnly agreed to be paid to the faid King, on 
Pretence that he had thrown himfelf, for the Recovery of his City of Delhi, on the Protection of the 
Marattas, whom the faid Warren Haftings then called she natural Enemies of the Company, and the 
eh il of whofe Power he then alledged to be highly dangerous to the Interefts of this Kingdom in 
India. 


; IV. 

That after having concurred, in the Manner before mentioned, in a Defign of the Marattas againtt 
the Mogul; and notwithftanding he the faid Warren Haftings had formerly declared, * That with 
*s him (the Mogul] our Connection had been a long Time fulpended, and be wifbed never to fee it 
‘© venewed, as it had proved a fatal Drain to the Wealth of Bengal, and the Treafury of the Com- 
“ pany, without yielding One Advantage or poffible Refource, even of remote Benefits, in Return 5” 
the fatd Warren Haftings did neverthelefs, on or about the Month of March 1783, with the Privity 
and Confent of the Members of the Board, but by no authoritative AG, difpatch, as Agents of him 


the Governor General only, and not as Agents of the Governor General and Council, as they ought 
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1¥ have been, certain Perfons, among whom were Major Browne and Major Davy, to the Court of 
tioh'” ag Pelhi, and did there enter into certain Engagements with the faid King, by the Means 

ofé Agents, and did carry on certain private and dangerous Intrigues for various Purpoles, 
particularly for making War in favour of the faid King, again{t fome Powers or Princes not precilely 
defcribed, but which, as may be inferred from by fubfequent Correfpondence, to be certain Maho- 
medan Princes in the Neighbourhood of Delhi, in Amity with the Company, and fome of.them 
at that Time in the actual Service, and in the apparent Confidence and Favour of the faid Mogul ; 
and he did order Major Browne to offer to the Mogul King, to provide for the extire Expence of 
any Troops the Sha [the faid King] might require; and the Propolal was accordingly accepted, with 
the Conditions annexed ; by which Propofal, and Acceptance thereof, the Eaft India Company was 
placed in a Situation of great and perplexing Difficulty, fince either they were to engage, at an unlimited 
Expence, in new Wars, contrary to their Orders, contrary to their general declared Policy, and contrary 
to the publifhed Refolutions of the Lioule of Commons, and wholly incompatible with the State of 
their Finances; or, to preferve Peace, they mutt rifk the a ari of a new Viol:tion of Faith, by 
departing from an Agreement made on the voluntary Propofal of their own Government ; the Agent 
of the faid Haftings having declared, in his Letter to the jaid Haftings, by him communicated to the 
Board, “ That the Bufinels of affifling the Sh& [the Mogul Emperor] can and suf yo on, if we with 
© to be fecure in India, or regarded as a Nation of Faith and Honour.” 


V. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did, on the 20th Day of January 1784, fend in Circulation to 
the other Members of the Council, a Letter to him from his Agent, Major Browne, dated at Delhi. 
on the goth of December 1783, viz. that Letter to which the foregoing References are made, in 
which the faid Browne did dire@ly prefs, and indirectly (though fufficiently and ftrongly) fuggeft 
feveral highly dangerous Meafures, for realizing the general Offers and Engagements of the faid War- 
ren Haftings ;—propofing, that befides a Proportion of Field Artillery, and a Train of Battering 
Cannon for the Purpofe of Sieges, Six Regiments of Sepoys in the Company’s Service fhould be 
transferred to that of the faid King, and that certain other Corps fhould alfo be raifed for the faid Ser- 
vice in the Englifh Provinces and Dependencies, to be immediately under the King’s [the Moguls] 
Orders, and to be maintained by Affignments of Territorial Revenue within the Province of Oude, 
a dependent Member of the Britifh Government, but with a Caution againft having any Britifh 
Officer with the fame; the faid Major Browne expreffing his Caution as followeth ;—~‘* If any Europeame -, 
“* Officer de with this Corps, a very nice Judgment indeed muft dire&t the Choice ; for fcarce sap aeee | 
*s in the fmalleft Degree ji for /uch Employ, but much more likely to do Harm than Gaod,”,, And 
the Letter aforefaid, being without any Obfervation thereon, or any Difavowal of the Matters of Fatt, 
or of the Councils fo ftrongly and authoritatively delivered therein, by the faid Warren Hattings’s 
fAgent, and without any Mark of Difapprobation of any Part of his Plan, whether that of the 
Affignment of Territory belonging to the Company’s Allies for the Maintenance of Troops, which 
were to be by that Plan put under the Orders of a Foreign independent Power, or that of employing 
the faid Troops without any Britifh Officer with them; or for his alarming Obfervation by him en- 
tered on the Company’s Records, which, if not an implied Cenfure on the Nature of the Service in 
which Britifh Officers are fuppofed improper to be trufted, is a {trong Reflection on the Character of 
the Britifh Officers, which was to render them unfit to be employed in an honourable Service—T he 
faid Warren Haftings did thereby give a Countenance to the faid unwarrantable and dangerous Prox 
pofals and Reflections. 












VI. 

That, a confiderable Time before the Produdtion and Circulation of Major Browne’s Letter, the 
faid Haftings did enter a Minute of Confultation, containing a Propofition fimilar in the general 
Intent to that in the faid Letter contained, for affifting the Mogul with a Military Force; but the 
other Members of the Board did difagree thereto, and being alarmed at the Difpofition fo ftrongly 
Shewn by the faid Haftings, to engage in new Wars, and dangerous Foreign Connections, and pofe 
fibly having Intelligence of the Proceedings of his Agent, did call upon him to preduce his Inftrucs 
tions to Major Browne; and he did on the sth of October 1783, and not before, enter on the Conful- 
tations a certain Paper, purporting to be the Inftructions which he had given to Major Browne the 
preceding March, the Time of his, the faid Browne’s, Appointment; in which pretended Inftructions 
no Direction whatfoever was given to the Effect of his the faid Haftings’s Minute of Conful- 
tation propounded ; that is to fay, no Power was given in the faid Inftructions to make a direct 
Offer of Military Aid to the Mogul, or to form the Arrangements ftated by the faid Browne, in 
his Letter to the faid Haftings, as having been made by the exprefs Authority of the faid Haftings 
himfelf. But the faid Inftructions contained nothing further on that Subject, but a Conditional 
Direction, that in cafe a Military Force fhould be required for the Mogul’s Aid or Protection, 
the Major is to know the Service on which it is to be employed, and the Refources from whence 
it is to be patd; and the Inftructions produced as his real Inftructions by the faid Hattings, are {9 
guarded, as to caution the faid Browne againft saking any Part in the Intrigues of thofe who are 
about the King's Perfon. By which Letters, Inftruétions, and Tranfactions, compared with each 
other, it appears that the faid Warren tery after Six Months Delay in entering of (contrary 
to the Company’s Order) any Inftructions to the faid Browne, did at laft enter a Fife Paper as 
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the true or that he‘did give other fecret Inftructions, totally different from, and even oppoflte ta 
- his Public oftenfible Inftructions, thereby to deceive the Council, and to carry on, with lefs Obftruc- 
tion, dark and dangerous Intrigues, contrary to the Orders of the Court of Directors, to the trug 
Policy of this Kingdom, and to-the Safety of the Britith Poffeffions in the Eaft. 

' 


VII. 

That the faid Letter from Major Browne was by the faid Warreti Haftings tranfmirted to the 
Court of Directors, without being accompanied by any Part of the previous Correfpondence ; by 
- which wilful Concealment the faid Watren Haftings is guilty of an high and Criminal Difrefpect to 
the Court of Directors, and of a moft fagrant Breach and Violation of their Orders, which he was 
bound by an Act of Parliament to obey. 


VIII, 

That the faid Haftings having early in the Year 1784 procured to himfelf a Deputation to act in 
the Upper Provinces, the Council, being well aware of his Difpofition to engage in unwarrantable 
Defigns againft the neighbouring States, did exprefsly confine his Powers, to the Circumftance of 
his actual Refidence within the Company’s Provinces: But it appears that Ways were found out by 
which he hoped to defeat the Precautions of the Board; for the faid Warren Haltings did write 
from Lucknow, the Capital of the Country of Oude, to the Court of Directors, a certain Pofticript 
of a Letter, dated the 4th of May 1784, in which he informs the Court that the Son and Heir Ap- 
parent of the Great Mogul had taken Refuge with him, and the Nabob of Oude; that he had a 
Conference with that Prince on the roth of the fame Month of May, ‘* no Perfon being either pre- 
6 fent or within Hearing” during the fame, and that in the faid Conference the Prince had informed 
him of the Diftreffes of his Father, and his With for the Relief of the King, and the Reftoration of 
the Dominions of his Houfe, as well as to refcue him from the Power of certain Perfons not named, 
who degraded him into a mere Inftrument of their interefted and fordid Defigns, and that ona Failure 
of his Application to him, he would either return to his Father, or proceed to Calcutta, and thence 
‘to England; and that the faid Warren Elaftings did give him an Anfwer to the following Effect ; 
“© That our {the Britifh] Government had jult obtained Relief from a State of univerfal Warfare, 
“© and required a Term of Repofe; that our whole Nation was weary of War, and dreaded the 
“© Renewal of it, and would be equally alarmed at any Movement of which it could not fee the Iffue or 
6 Progre/s, but which might eventually tend to create new Hoftilities; that he came hither (to Lucknow] 
“* with a limited Authority, and could not, if he chofe it, engage in a Bufinefs of that Nature, 
& without the Concurrence of bis Colleagues in Office, who he believed would be averfe to it; that he 
«© would reprefent the fame to the joint Members of his own Government, and wait their Determi- 
« nation. In the mean Time, he advifed the Prince to make Advances to Madajee Scindia, both 
* becaufe our Government was in intimate and fworn Connection with him, and becaufe he was the 
effectual Head of the Mahratta State ; befides that he, the faid Warren Haflings, feared his 
* [Scindia’s] taking the other Side of the Queftion, unlefs he was early prevented.” 
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IX, 

That in the Statement of this Difcourfe, there is much Criminal Referve towards the Court of Di- 
rectors, it not appearing diftin@ly what the Objects were, nor who the Perfons concerned, nor what 
the Side was which he apprehended the Marrattas might take, if not prevented by his Advances ; and 
in the Difcourfe itfelf there were many Particulars highly Criminal; namely, For that in the faid Con- 
verfation, in which he defcribes himfelf as declining a Compliance with the Requeft of the Prince, on 
Account of the Averfion (therein ftrongly expreficd) of his Colleagues, of the Company, and of the whole 
Britifh Nation, to engage in any Meafures which might even “ eventually lead to Hoftilities’—he {poke to 
the Prince as if he had been entirely ignorant of the Offers which but Five Months before had been 
made to the King his Father, on the Part of that very Government (whofe Repugnance to fuch Mea- 
fures he then for the firft ‘ime chofe to profefs, but which he always had known) through Major 
Browne, the Company’s Reprefentative at the Court of Delhi, ‘ to provide for the extire Expence of 
* any Troops which the Sha [the King] might require ;” and that this was ‘* what the Refident had 
“ always propofed to the King, and his confidential Minifters ;"==the faid Browne further declaring, 
“ that if, in Confequence of the faid Propofals, certain Arrangements for the Sha’s Service, by 
“ Troops, were not immediately ordered, in his Opinion all our [Englifh Government’s]| Offers and 
“ Promifes will be confidered as falfe and infidious,” This being the known State of the Bufinefs, 
as reprefented by the faid Haftings’s own Agent, and this the public Opinion of it, although, to im- 
pofe on the Ignorance of the Prince, with regard to the Procegdings at his Father’s Court, would have 
been unworthy in itfelf, yet he, the faid Warren Haftings, could not hope to fucceed in fuch Impofi- 
tion, as, in the Poltfcript aforefaid, he reprefents the faid Prince [who was the King’s eldeft Son, and 
Thisty-fix Years of Age] as a Perfon of confiderable Qualifications, and perfectly acquainted with the 
Tranfaétions at his Father’s Court, and as One who had long held the principal and moft active Part 
in the little that remained of the Adminiffration of Shd Allum. And the faid Hattings, conferring with 
a Prince fo well inftructed, without making the flighteft Allufions to his faid pofitive and recent En- 
Sagements, or without giving any Explanation with regard to them, the faid Warren Haftings mult 
appear to the faid Prince either as a Perfon not only contraéting Engasements, but actually being 
the firf{ Mover and Propofer of them, without any Authority from é7s Colleagues, and againtt -_ 

an 


— 4 ] 


and the general Inclination of the Bricifh Nation, and on that Ground not to be trutted ; or that he 
had ufed this Plea of Difagreement between him and his Council as a Pretence, fet up without Colour 
or Decency, for a grofs Violation of his own Engagements; leaving the Princes and States of the 
Country no folid Giound on which they can or ought to Contraét with the Company, to the utter 
Deftruction of all public Confidence, and to the equal Difgrace of the National Candour, Integrity, 


and Wifdom. 


That, in a Letter dated from the fame Place, Lucknow, the 16th of the following June 1784, the 
faid Warren Haftings informs the Court of Directors, that Major Browne, their Agent to the Mogul, 
had arrived there in the Charatter alfo of Agent from the Mogul, with Two Sets of Inftructions from 
Two oppofite Parties in his Miniftry, which Inftructions were dire€tly contrary to each other; the 
firft, which were the oflenfible Inftructions, being to engage the faid Huftings, in the Mogul’s Name, 
to enter into a T’reaty of mutual Alliance with a Chief of the Country, then Minifter to the faid Mogul, 
called Afrafaib Khan ; the Second were from another principal Perfon, called Mudjed al Dowla, allo 
a Minitter of the fard Mogul (but ftyled in the faid Letter Confidential, for Diftinction) which were di- 
rectly deftructive of the former; and the faid latter Inftructions, to which it feems Credence was to 
be given, were fent * under the moft folemn Adjurations of Secrecy.” The Purpole of thefe latrer 
and fecret Inflruétions were to require the Company’s Aid in freeing the Mogul from the Oppreffions 
of his Servants, namely, from the Oppreffions of the faid Affra/aid, between whom and the Company 
Major Browne (at once Agent to that Company, and to Two oppofite Factions in the Mogul’s Court) 
accepted a Power to make a Treaty of mutual Alliance, under the Sanction of his Sovereign; and it 
does not appear thar le, Warren Haftings, did difcountenance the double Dealing and fraudulent 
Agencies of his and the Company’s Miniter at that Court; or did difavow any Particular in the 
Letter from hin the faid Browne, of the goth of December 1783, ftating the Offers made on his 
Part to the Mogul, fo contradictory to his late Declarations to the Heir Apparent of that Monarch, 
or did give any Reprimand to the faid Browne, or did fhew any Mark of Difpleafure againit him, as 
having acted without Orders, but did again fend him, with renewed Confidence, to the Court 


aforelaid, 


XI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, ftill purfuing his faid evil Defigns, did apply to the Council for 
Difcretionary Powers relative to the Intrigues and FaCtions in the Mogul’s Court, giving’ Affurances of 
his Refolution not to proceed again{t their Senfe: But the faid Council, being fully aware of his 1if- 
pofition, and having Major Browne’s Letter, recorded by himfel{, the faid Warren Haftings, before 
them, did refufe to grant the faid Difcretionary Powers ; but on the contrary, did exhort him * moft 
‘© feduloufly and cautioufly to avoid, in his Correfpondence with the different Princes in India, whats 
“¢ ever may commit, or be ftrained into an Interpretation of committing, the Company, either as to 
“* their Army or Treafure;” obferving, ‘* that the Company’s Orders are pofitive againft theinghge 
‘© terference in the Objects of Difpute between the Country Powers.” 


ANl. 

That in order to fubvert the plain and natural Interpretation given by the Council to the Orders of 
the Court of Directors, and to jultify his dangerous Intrigues, the faid Warren Fhaftings, in his Letter 
of the 16th June 1784 tothe faid Court, did, in a moft infolent and contemptuowa:Manner, endeavour 
to perfuade them of their Ignorance of the true Senfe of their own Orders, and to limit their Prohibi- 
tion of Interference with the Difputes of the Country Powers, to fuch Cauntry Powers as are 
permanent, expreffing himfelf as follows: ** The Faction which now furrounds the Throne [the Mo- 
‘© pul’s Throne] is widely different from the Idea which your Commands arg.intended to convey by 
‘© the Expreflions to which you have generally applied them of Country Ppoers, to which that of 
“© Permanency is a neceffary Adjunct ; and which may be more properly compated to a fplendid Bubble, 
« which the flighteft Breath of Oppofition may diffipate, with every Trace of its Exiftence.” By 
which Conftruction the faid Haftings did endeavour to perfuade the Court of Directors, that they 
meant to confine their Prohibition of finifter Intrigues to thofe Powers only who could not be eafily 
hurt by them, and whofe Strength was fuch that their Refentment of fuch clandeftine Interference 
was to be dreaded; but that where the Powers were weak and fragile, fuch Intrigues might be 


allowed. 


XII. 

That the faid Haftings, further to perfuade the Court of Direétors to involve themfelves in the Af- 
fairs of the Mogul, and to reconcile this Meafure with his former Conduét, and declared Opinions, did 
write to them to the following Effect; that * at that former Period, to which the ancient Policy with 
‘© regard to the Mogul applied, the King’s Authority was fufficiently refpected [which he knew not 
*© to be true, having himlelf declared, in his Minute of the 26th of October 1774, “* That he remained 
‘© at Delhi, the ancient Capital of the Empire, a mere Cypber in the Adminiftration of ae to main- 
‘© tain itfelf againft common Viciffitudes. That he would not have advifed Interference, if the King 
“ himfelf retained the Exercife of it, however feeble, in his own Hands. That if it (the Mogul’s 
“ Authority] is fuffered to receive its final Extin¢tion, it is impoffible to forefee what Power may arife 
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out of its Ruins, or what Events may be linked in the fame Chain of Revolution with it: But yout 
 Interefts may fuffer by it—your Reputation certainly will, as his Right to our Affiftance has deen 
* confantly ac neibiged and by a Trait of Confequences, to which our Goverament has, not inten- 
« tionally, given Birth 5 but moft efpecially by the Movements which its Influence, by toe near an Ap- 
“¢ proach, has excited, it bas unfortunately become the efficient Inftrument of a ee Portion of the 
« King’s’ prefent Didtrelies and Dangers ;” intimating (as well as the ftudied Obfcurity of his Ex- 
preffions will permit any Thing to be difcerned) that his own late Intrigues had been among the 
Caufes of the Diftreffes and Dangers, which by new Intrigues*he did pretend to remove: And he did 
conclude this Part of his Letter with fome loofe general Expreffions of his Caution not to affect the 
Company's Intetefts or Revenues by any Meafures he might at that Time take, 
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XIV. , 

That the Principle, fo far as the fame hath been dire@ly avowed, of the faid Proceedings at the 
Mogal’s Court, was as altdgether irrational, and the pretended Object as impracticable, as the Means 
taken in Purfuit of it were fraudulent and difhonourable, namely, the Reftoration of the Mogul in 
fome Degree to the Dignity of his Situation; and to his Free Agency in the Conduct of his Af- 
fairs. For the faid Haftings, at the very Time in which he did with the greateft apparent Harneftne(s 
urge the Purpofe which le pretended to have in View with regard to the Dignity and Liberty of the 
Mogul Empéror, did teprefent him as a Perfon wholly difqualified and even indifpofed to take any 
adive Part whatfoever in the Conduct of his own Affairs, anid that any Attempt for that Purpofé 
would be ptterly impracticable: And this he hath ttated to the Court of Dire€tors as a Matrer of 

ublic Notoriety, in his faid Letter of the 16th of June 1784, in the following emphatical and decifive 
Terms, | | 

“ You need not be told the Charater of the King, whofe Inertnefs, and the Habit of long fuf. 
“ fering, has debafed his Dignity and the Fortunes of his Houfe beyond the Power of retrieving either 
“s the one or the other. Whlulft his Perfonal Repofe is undifturbed, he will prefer to live in the meane? 
© State of Indigence, under the Rule of Men whole Views are bounded by Avarice and the Power 
‘* which they derive from his Authority, than commit any Share of it to his own Sons, though his 
Affection, for them is boundleis in every other Refpect ; from a natural Jealouly, founded on the 
‘© Experience of a very different Combination of thofe Circumftances which Onee ferved as a Temp- 
‘© tation and Example of unlawful Ambition in the Princes of the Royal Line. His Minifters, from 
‘« a Policy more reafonable, have conftantly employed every Means of Influence to confirm this Dif- 
‘© pofition, and to prevent his Sons from having any Share ‘in the Diftribution of Affairs, fo as to 
have eftablithed a complete Ufurpation of the Royal Prerogative under its own Sanction and Pa- 
** tronage.” | 


KV. 

That the faid Warren Haftings having given this Opinion of the Sovereign fot whofe Freedom 
he pretended fo anxious a Concern, did defcribe the Minifter, with whom he had long acted in Con- 
currence, and from whom he had jult received the extraordinary fecret Embaffy aforefaid, for the 
Purpofe of effecting the Deliverance of his Mafler the Mogul from the Ufurpations of bis Minifers, 
as follows;—** The Firft Minifter, Mudjud ul Dowla, is totally deficient in every Military Quality; con- 
‘© ceited of his own fuperior Talents; and formed to the Practice of that crooked Policy, which 
“ generally defeats its own Purpofe, but fincerely attached to his Matter.” The Reality of the faid 
Attachment was not improbable but altogether ufelefs; as the faid Minifter was the only one among 
the principal Perfons about the King, who (befides the total Want of all Military and Civil Ability) 

offeffed no Territories, Troops, or other Means of ferving and fupporting him; but was himfelf folely 
upheld by his Influence over his Mafter, neither doth the faid Haftings free him any more 
than the Perfons more efficient, who were to be deftroyed, from a Difpofition to alienate the King 
¢rom an Attefftion to his Affairs, and from all Confidence in his own Family ; but on the contrary, 
he brings him forward as the very Firft among the Inftances he adduces to exemplify the Practices 
of the Minitters again their Sovereign and his Children, ; 


XVI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, recommending in general Terms, and yet condemning in Detail, every 
Part of his own pretended Plan, as impracticable in itfelf, and as undertaken in Favour of Perfons all 
of whom he defcribes as incapable, and the Principal as indifpofed to avail himéelf thereof, muft have 
had fame other Motives for’ this long, intricate, dark, and laborious Proceeding with the Mogul, 
which muft be foughe in his Aétions, and the evident Drift and Tendency thereof, and in Declarations 
which were brought out by him to ferve other Purpofes, but which ferve fully to explain his real In- 
tencions in this latrigue. 


XVIL 
That the other Members of the Council General having abundantly certified their Averfenefs to his 
Intrigues, and ae fhewn Apprehenfions of his going Perfonally to the Mogul and the Ma- 
hrattas for the Purpofe of carrying on the fame, the faid Haftings was driven headlong to Ads which 
did much more openly indicate the true Nature and Purpofe of his Machinations: For heat length re- 
= ey and with little Difguife to the a and did open an Intrigue with them, although 
«To : : he 
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he was obliged to confefs in his Letter aforefaid, of the 16th June 1784, that the Exception which 
he contended to be implied in the Orders of the Court of Directors, forbidding the intermeddling in 
the Difputes of “ the Country Powers,” namely that “* Powers not permanent,” did by no Means 
apply to the Mahrattas; and he informs the Court of Directors that he did, on the very Firft Advice 
he received of the Flight of the Mogul’s Son, write to Mr. James Anderfon to apprize the Mahratta- 
Chief Scindia of that Event; ** for which, as he was unprepared, he defired his [the faid Scindia’s} 
“* Advice for his Conduct on the Occafion of it.” Which Method of calling for the Advice of a 
Foreign Power to regulate his Political Condudt, inftead of being regulated therein by the Advice of 
the Britith Council, and the Standing Orders of the Court of Directors, was a Procedure highly 
Criminal; and the Crime is aggravated by his ngr communicating the faid Correfpondence to the 
Council General, as by his Duty he was bound a but it does abundantly prove his Concert with 
the Mahrattas in all that related to his Negotiations in the Mogul Court, which were carried on 
agreeably to their Advice, and in Sublerviency to their Views and Purpoles. 


XVIII. . 

That in Confequence of the Cabal begun with the Mahrattas, the faid Chief Scindia did fend his 
“© familiar and confidential Minifters” to him the faid Flaftings, being at Lucknow, with whom the 
faid Haftings did hold feveral fecret Conferences, without any Secretary or other Affiftant; and the 
faid Haflings hath not conveyed to the Court of Directors any Minutes thereof, but hath purpofely 
involved even the general Effect and Tendency of thefe Conferences in fuch Obfcurity, that it is no 
otherwife poffible to perceive the Drift and Tendency of the fame, but by the general Scope of 
Councils and Aéts relative to the Politics of the Mogul, and of the Mahrattas together, and by the 
final Event of the Whole, which is fufficiently vifible. For 


XIX. 

That the faid Haftings had declared, in his faid Letter of the 16th June 1784, that the Mogul’s 
Right to our Affiftance had been conftantly acknowledged; that the Mogul had been oppreffed by the 
Jefler Mahomedan Princes, in the Character of his Officers of State, and Military Commanders ; and 
he did plainly intimate that the faid Mogul ought to be relieved from that Servicude. And he did, in 
giving an Account to the Court of Directors of the Conferences aforefaid, affure them that ‘ his In- 
** clinations [the Inclinations of the Mahratta Chief aiorefaid] were not very diffimilar from his 
** own,” and that * neither in this, nor in any other Inftance, would he fuffer himfelf to be drawn into 
“© Meafures which fhall tend to weaken their Connexion, nor in this even to oppofe bis [the faid Chiefs] 
6 Inclinations ,” the faid Haftings well knowing, as in Lis Letter to Colonel Muir of the . 
he has confeffed, that the Inclinations of the faid Scindia were to feize on the Mogul’s Territories, 
and that he himfelf did fecretly concur therein, though he did not formally infert his Concurrence 
in the ‘Treaty with the faid Mahratra Chief. It is plaia therefore that he did all along concur with 
the Mabrattas in their Defgns againtt the faid king and his Minifters, under the treacherous Pre- 
tence of fupporting the Authority of the former againft the latter; and did contrive and effect the 
Ruin of than all:—Wor, firit, he did vive evil and fraudulent Counfel to the Heir Apparent of the 
Mocul * to make Advances to the Mahrattas,” when he well knew, and had exprefsly concurred th, 
the Defigns of that State againft his Fathei’s [the Mogul’s] Dominions; and farther to engage and 
entrap the fluid Prince, did aflert that “ our Government,” [meaning the Britifh Government] “ was 
“jn intimate and {worn Connexion with Mahajee Scindia,” when no Alliance offenfive or defenfive 
cppear to exilt between the faid Scindia and the Ealt India Company, nor cin exilt, otnerwife than 
in virtue of fome fecret Agreement betwren him the faid Scindia and Warren Haftings, entered! into 
by the Jatcer without the Knowledge of lis Colleagues, and the Government, and never communi- 
cated to the Court of Diredlors: And, Secondly, he did, in order to further the Defigny of the 
Mahrattas, contrive and effcét the Ruin of the faid Mogul and his Authority, by fetting on Foor, 
through the aforefaid Major Browne, fundry perplexed and intricate Negociasions, contrary to public 
Faith, and to the Honour of the Rritify Nation; by which he did excecdingly encreale the Contufian 
and Diforders of the Mogul’s Court, expeling the fuid Mogul to new Indignities, Infules, and 
Diftreffes, and almoft all of the Northern Parts of India to great and ruinous Convullions, until 
‘Tiree out of Four of the principal Chieftains, fome of them pofftfling the Ter:tories Jately belone- 
ing to Nucyit Cawn, and maintaining among them Mighty thoufand Troops of Horie and Fuor, 
and tome of which Chiefy were the Minifers atorefad, being cut off by their mutual Diflenfions, 
and the Fort of Delhi being at length delivered to the Mahratias, the faid Scindia became the un- 
coutrouled Ruler of the Royal Army; ‘and the Perfon cf the Mogul, with the Ufe of all his Pre- 
tenfions and Claims, fell into the Hands of a Nation already too powerful, together with an exten- 
five Territory, which entirely covers the Company’s PoffcMions and Dependencies on one Side, and 
particularly thofe of the Nabob of Oude, 


XX, ae 
That the Circumftances of thefe Countries did, in the Opinion of the faid Warren Haflings hin- 
flf, sufficiently indicate to him the Neceffity of not aggrandizing any Power whatfoever on their 
Borders, he having, in the aforefaid Letter of the 16th June, ‘given a deliberate Opinion of the Situa- 
tion of Oude, in the Words following: * ‘Lhat whilit we are at Peace with the lowers of Europe it 
‘is only in this Qoarter that your Pofifions, under the Government of Bengal, are vulnerable.” 
12 And 
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And he did farther in the faid Letter ftate, that, ‘if Things had continued as they had been to that 
6 Time, with a divided Government,” [viz. the Company’s and the Vizier’s, which Government he 
had himfelf eftablithed, and under which it ever mutt in a preat Degree remain, whilft the faid Coun- 
try continues in a State of Dependence] * the fighte# Shock from a Foreign Hand, or even an 
*« accidental internal Commotion, might have thrown the Whole into Confufion, and produced the moft 
*¢ fatal Confequences.” In this perilous Situation he made the above-recited Sacrifices to the Am- 
bition of the Mahrattas, and did all along fo actively countenance and forward their Proceedings, and 
with fo full a Senfe of their Effect, that in his Minute of the 24th December 1784 he has declared, 
s¢ That in the Countries which border on the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, or on that Quarter of 
“ our own, in Effect there is no other Power.” And he did further admit, that the Prefence of the 
Mahratta Chief aforefaid, fo near the Borders of the Nabob’s Dominions, was no Caufe of Sufpicion ; 
for, ‘ that is is the Effect of bis own Solicitation, and is fo far the Effect of an Act of that Govern- 
ment,” 


XXI, 

That in further Purfuit of the fame pernicious Defign, he the faid Warren Haftings did enter into 
an Agreement to withdraw a very great Body of the Britifh Troops out of the Nabob’s Dominions , 
afferting, however truly, yet in dire&t Contradiction to his own Declarations, that §* this Govern- 
« ment [meaning the Britifh Government} has not any Right to force Defence with its Maintenance 
** upon him” [the Nabob]; and he did thus not only avowedly aggrandize the Mahratta State, and 
weaken the Defence upon the Frontier, but did as avowedly detain their Captain General in Force on 
that very Frontier; notwithftanding he was well apprized, that they had Defigns againft thofe depen- 
dant Territories of Oude, which they had with great Difficulty been perfuaded even m Appearance 
to include in the Treaty of Peace; and that they have never renounced their Claims upon certain 
Jarge and valuable Portions of them, and have fhewn evident Signs of their Intentions, on the Firft 
Opportunity, of afferting and enforcing them. And, finally, the faid Warren Haftings, in Contra- 
diction to fundry Declarations of his own, concerning the Neceffity of curbing the Power of the 
Mahrattas, and to the Principle of fundry Meafures undertaken by himfelf profeffedly for thac 
Purpofe, and to the Senfe of the Houfe of Commons, exprefied in their Refolution of 28th May 
1782, againft any Meafures that tended to unite the dangerous Powers of the Mahratta Empire under 
One active Command, has endeavoured to perfuade the Company, that * while Scindia lives, every 
“© Acceffion of Territory obtained by him will be an Advantage to this [the Britifh] Government,” 
which, if it was true as refpecting the Perfonal Difpofitions of Scindia, which there is no Reafon to 
believe, yet it was highly Criminal to eftablifh a Power in the Mahrattas, which muft furvive the 
Man in Confidence of whofe Perfonal Difpofitions a Power more than Perfonal was given, and which 
may hereafter fall into Hands difpofed to make a more hoftile Ufe of it. 


XXII. 

That in Confequence of all the before-recited Intrigues, the Mogul Emperor being in the Hands 
of the Mahrattas, he the faid Mogul has been obliged to declare the Head of the Mahratta State to 
be Vicegerent of the Mogul Empire, an Authority which fuperfedes that of Vizier, and has thereby 
confolidated in the Mahratta State all the Powers acknowledged to be of legal Authority in India; 
in Confequence of which they have acquired, and have actually already attempted to ufe, the faid 
Claims of general Superiority againft the Company itfelf; the Mahrattas claiming a Right in them- 
felves to a Fourth Part of the Revenues of all che Provinces in the Company’s Poffeffion, and claim- 
ing in Right of the Mogul the Tribute due to him; by which Actings and Doings the faid Haftings 
has to the beft of his Power brought the Britifh Provinces in India into a Dependence on the 
Mahratta State; and in order to add to the aforefaid enormous Claims a proportioned Force, he 
did never ceafe, during his Stay in India, to contrive the Means for its Encreafe: For it is of public 
Notoriety, that One great Object of the Mahratta Policy is to unite under their Dominion the Nation 
or Religious Sect of the Seiks, who being a People abounding with Soldiers, and poffeffing large 
oo would extend the Mahratta Power over the Whole of the vaft Countries to the North 

eft of India, 


XXIII. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, farther to augment the Power of the faid Mahrattas, and to 
endanger the Safety of the Britifh Poffeffions, having eftablifhed in Force the faid Mahrattas on the 
Frontier, as afore recited, and finding the Council General averfe in that Situation to the with- 
drawing the Britith Forces therefrom, and for difbanding them to the Extent required by the faid 
Haftings, did ina Minute of the 4th December 1784, after {tating a Suppofition, that, contrary to his 
Opinion, the faid Troops fhould not be reduced, propofe to employ them under the Command of the 
Mogul’s Son, then under the Influence of the Mahrattas, in a War again{t the aforefaid People or 
Religious Seét called Seiks, defending the fame on the following Principles: ** I feel the Senfe of an 
“ Obligation impofed on me by the Suppofition I have made to ftate a Mode of rendering the De- 


“* tachment of Ufe in its prefcribed Station, and of affording the Appearance of a Caufe for its Re- 
** tention.” 
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'  XKXIV, 

That the faid Haftings did admit, that there was no prefent Danger to the Company's Poffeffions 
from that Nation, which could juftify him in fuch a War, as he had declared that the Mahrattas 
were the only Power that bordered on the Company’s Poffeffions and thofe of the Vizier; but he did 
affign, as a Reafon for going to War with them, their Military and Enthufiaftic Spirit; the Hardinefs of 
their natural Conftitution; the Dangers which might arife from them in fome future Time, if they 
fhould ever happen to be united under One Head, they exifting at prefent in a State little different 
from Anarchy; and he did predict great Danger from them and at no very remote Period, ‘* if this 
«© People be permitted to grow into Maturity without Interruption.” And though he doth pretend, 
that the Solicitations of the Heir Apparent of the Mogul, who he fays did repeatedly and earneftly 
follicit him to obtain the Permiffion to ufe the Company’s Troops for the Purpofe aforefaid, had 
Weight with him; yet he doth declare, as he expreffes himfelf in the Minute aforefaid, that “ a Pronger 
“© Impulfe, arifing from the Hope of dlafing the Growth of a Generation whofe Strength might become 
“© fatal to our own, ftrongly pleaded in my Mind for fupporting his Wishes.” 


XXV. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, after forcibly recommending the Plan aforefaid, did ftate ftrong 
Objections, that did, “ in his Judgment, outweigh the Advantages which might arife from a 
«© Compliance with it.” Yet the faid Haftings, being determined to purfue his Scheme for aggran- 
dizing, at any Rate, the Mahratta Power, in whofe adult Growth, and the recent Effects of it, he 
could fee no Danger, did purfue the Defign of War againft a Nation or Sect of Religion in its Infan- 
cy, from whom he had received no Injury, and in whofe prefent State of Government he did not 
apprehend any Mifchief whatfoever: And finding the Council fixed and determined on not difband- 
ing the Frontier Regiments, and thinking that therein he had found an Advantage, he did ground 
thereon the following Propofition. 

“© If the Expence [of the Frontier Troops] is to be continued, it may be furely better continued 
** for fome ufeful Purpofe, than to keep up the Parade of a great Military Corps, defigned merely to 
*¢ Jie inactive in its Quarters. On this Ground therefore, and on the Suppofition premifed, 1 re. 
“* vert to my original Sentiments in Favour of the Prince’s Plan; but as this will require fome Qua- 
*¢ Jification in the Execution of it, I will tate my Recommendation of it in the Terms of a Propofition, 
‘¢ viz. That if it fhall be the Refolution of the Board to continue the Detachment now under the 
“© Command of Colonel Sir John Cumming at Furruckabad; and if the Prince Mirza Jehander 
‘¢ Shah fhall apply, with the Authority of the King and the Concurrence of Madajee Scindia, for the A{- 
¢ fiftance of an Englifh Military Force to aé in Conjunction with him, to expel the Sics from the 
*¢ Territories of which they have lately poffeffed themfelves in the Neighbourhood of Delhi, it may 
** be granted, and fuch a Portion of the faid Detachment allotted to that Service as fhall be hereafter 
S* judged adequate to it.” 


XXXVI. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did, in the faid Propofal, endeavour to circumvent and over-reach 
the Council General, by converting an apparent and literal Compliance with their Refolution into a 
real and fubftantial Oppofition to and Difappointment thereof. For his Firft Propofal was to with- 
draw the Company’s Troops from the Vizier’s Country, on the Pretence of relieving him from the 
Burthen of that Eftablifhment, but in Reality with a View of facilitating the Mahratta Pretenfions 
on that Province, which would then be deprived of the Means of Defence. And when the Council 
rejected the faid Propofal, on the exprefs Ground of Danger to the Province, by withdrawing from 
the Mahrattas the Reftraint of our Troops, the faid Haltings, finding his Firft Scheme in Favour 
of the Mahrattas, again{t the Provinces dependant on the Company, defeated, by the Refufal of the 
Council to concur in the faid Meafure of withdrawing the Troops, did then endeavour to obtain the 
fame Purpofe in a different Way; and inftead of leaving the Troops, according to the Intention and 
Policy of the Council, as a Check to the Ambition and Progrefs of the Mahrattas, he propofed to 
employ them in the actual Furtherance of thofe Schemes of Aggrandizement, of which his Colleagues 
were jealous, and which it was the Object of their Refolution to counteract, 


XXVII. 
_ Thatinthe Whole of the Letters, Negociations, Propofals, and Projects of the faid Warren Halt- 
ings, relative to the Mogul, he did appear to purfue but One Object, namely, the Aggrandizement of 
the lately hoftile and always dangerous Power of the Mahrattas; and did purfue the fame by Means 
highly difhonourable to the Britifh Character for Honour, Juftice, Candour, Plain Dealing, Mode- 
ration, and Humanity. 1 
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LIBEL on THE COURT or DIRECTORS. 


I. 

HAT Warren Haftings, Efquire, was, during the Whole of the Year 1783, a Servant of the 
Faft India Company, and was bound by the Duties of that Relation, not only to yield Obedience 
to the Orders of the Court of Directors, but to give to the Whole of their Service an Example of Sub- 
miffion, Reverence, and R to their Authority: And that if they thould, in the Courfe of their 
Duty, call in Queftion any Part of his Conduét, he was bound to conduct his Defence with Tempet 
and Decency; and while his Conduct was under their Confideration, it was not allowable to print and 
ublith any of his Letters to them, without their Confent firft had and obtained; and he was bound 
y the fame Principles of Duty, enforced by ftill more cogent Reafons, to obferve, in a Paper ins 
tended for Publication, great Modefty and Moderation, and to treat the faid Court of Directors, his 

lawful Matters, with Refpect. 


II. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did print and publith, or caufe to be printed and publifhed, at 
Calcutta in Bengal, the Narrative of hig Tranfactions at Benares, in a Letter written at that Place, 
without Leave had of the Court of Direétors, in order to pre-occupy the Judgment of the Servants in 
that Settlement, and to gain from them a faétious Countenance and Support, previous to the Judg- 
ment and Opinion of the Court of Directors, his lawtul Superiors, 


Il. 

That the Court of Dire¢tors, having come to certain Refolutions of Faét relative to the Fn- 
gapements fublifting between them and the Rajah of Benares, and the Manner in which the fame had 
been fulfilled on the Part of the Rajah, did, in the Fifth Refolution, which was partly a Refolution of 
Opinion, declare as follows: “ That it appears to this Court, that the Conduét of the Governor 
“Gentetal’ towards the Rajah, whilft he was at Benares, was improper; and that the Imprifonment of 
“ his Perfon, thereby difgracing him in the Eyes of his Subjects, and others, was unwarrantable and 
“ highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the Confidence which the Native Piinces of India ought 
“ to, have inthe Juftice and Moderation of the Company’s Government.” 


IV. 
That the faid Refolutions being tranimitted to the faid Warren Haftings, he, the faid Warren 
Haftings, did write, and caufe aes printed and publifhed, a certain falfe, infolent, malicious, and 
feditious Libel, purporting to be a Letter from him, the faid Warren Haftings, to the Court of Di- 
rectors, dated Fort William, 20th March 1783, “ calculated [as the Directors truly affirm] to 
“ bring Contempt, as well as an Odium, on the Court of Directors, for their Conduét on that Occa- 
« fion,” and the faid Libel had a dire&t Tendency to excite a Spirit of Difobedience to the lawful Go- 
vernment of this Nation in India, through all Ranks of their Service. 


V, 

That he, the faid Warren Haftings, among other infolent and contumacious Charges and Afper- 
fions on the Court of Directors, did addrefs them in the printed Letter aforefaid, as follows :—< I 
deny that Rajah Cheit Sing was a Native Prince of India. Cheit Sing is the Son of a Collector of 
the Revenue of that Province, which his Arts, and the Misfortunes of his Mafter, enabled him to 
* convert to a permanent and hereditary Poffeffion, This Man, whom you bave thus ranked among the 
* Priyces of India, will be altonifhed, when he hears it, at an Elevation fo unlooked for; nor lefy at 
“ the independent Rights which yesr Commands have affigned him; Rights which are fo forengn so 
t bis Conceptions, that I doubt whether be will know in what Language to affert them ; unlefs the Exam- 
© ple which you bave thought st confifent with Fuftice, however oppofite to Policy, to foew, of becommg bis 
“ Advocates againt your own Interefs, foould in/pire any of your own Servants to be h1y Advifers and In- 
“ fruétors.” And he did further, to bring into Contempt the Authority of the Company, and to 
excite a Refiftance to their lawful Orders, frame a Suppofition, that the Court of Directors had in- 
tended the Reftoration of the Rajah of Beriatgs ; and on that Ground did prefume, in the faid Li- 
bel, to calumniate, in difrefpectful and contumelious Terms, the Policy ae the Court of Direétors, 
as well as the Perfon whom he did a to be the Object of their Protection, as followeth :-—“ Of 
* the Confequences of fuch a Policy I forbear to fpeak. Mojt happily, the Wretch whofe Hopes may 
" be excited by the Appearances in bis Favour, is rl qualified to avail bimjelf of them, and the Force 
* which is fationed in the Province of Benares is Saficsent to fered any Symptoms of internal Sedition ; 
* but it cannot fail to create Diftruft and Sufpenfe in the Minds both of the Rulers and of the Pco- 
€ ple, and fuch a State is always productive of Diforder. But it is not in this partial Confideration 
that I dread the Effects of your Commands, it is in your proclaimed Indifpofition againft the Firft 
« Executive Member of your Firft Government ia India. TT almoft fhudder at the Reflegtion of what 
‘¢ might have happened, had thefe Denunciations againftyour own Minifter, in Favour of a Man 
 univerfally .confideted, in this Part of the World, as juftly attainted for his Crimes, ‘ the 
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« Murderer of your Servants and Soldiers, and the Rebel to your Authority, arrived Two Months 
€& “Vee wt 
earhers 


VI. 

That the faid Warren ITaftings did alfo prefume to cenfare and afperfe the Court of Directors for 
the moderate Terms in which they had expr fed their Difplcature againft him, as putting him) under 
the Necefficy of lating in his Defence a ftrong Accufation againft himfelf; and as implying in the 
faid Court a Confcioufnefs that he was not guilty of the Offences charged upon him, being, as he af. 
ferts, in the Refolutions of the Court of Directors, “ arraigned and pre-judged of a Moletion of Na- 
“ fonal Faith in Aéts of fuch complicated fggravaticn, that, if they were true, fo Punifhment SHORT 
“ OF DEATH could atone for the Injury which the Intereft and Credit of the Public had fuftained 
“in them:” And he did therefore ecnfure the faid Court; for applying no ftronger, or more crimi- 
nating Epithets, than thofe of ‘ iniproper, uftwartantable; and highly mmpolitic,” to an Offence fo 
by them charged, and by him defcribed: And though it be true, that the Exprcffions aforefaid are 
much too referved for the Purpofe of duly charatterifing the Offences of the faid Haftings, yer was it 
in bim moft indecent, to libel the Court of Direétors for the fame ; and his Implication, from the Ten- 
dernefs of the Fpithets and Defcriptions aforefaid ufed towards him, was not only indecent, but un- 
grounded, malicious, and feandalous ; he having himfelf highly, though truly; aggravated “ the 
“Charge of the Injuries done by him to the Rajah of Berrares,” in order to bring the faid Direétors 
into Contempt and Sufpicion ; the Paragraphs in the faid F.ibel being as follow: “ Herc 1 muft 
“crave Leave to fay, that che Terms ‘ improper, unwarrantable, and highly impolitic,’ are much 
“too gentle, as Deduétions from fuch Premifes; and as every Reader of the latter will obvioufly 
“ fecl, as he reads, the Deductions which inevitably belong to them, I will add that the ftrict Per- 
“ formance of folemn Engagements on one Part, followed by A&s dire€tly fubverfive of them, and 
“ by total Difpoffeflion, on the other, ftamps on the Perpetrators of the latter the Guilt of the greateft 
* poffible Violation of Faith and Juftice.’—“ There is an Appearance of Tendernefs in this Devia- 
* tion from plain Conftruction, of which, however meant, I have a Right to complain; becaufe it 
* impofes on me the Neceffity of framing the Terms of the Accufation againft myfelf, which you 
“have only not made, but have ftated the leading Arguments to it fo ftrongly, that no one who 
“ reads thefe can avoid making it, or not know it to have been intended,” 


VIL. 

That the faid Haftings, being well aware that his own Declarations did contain the cleareft Condem- 
nation of his own Conduct from his own Pen, did, in the faid Libel, attempt to overturn, fruftrate, 
and render of none Effeét, all the Proofs to be given of Prevarication, Contradiction, and of 
Oppofition of Action to Principle, which can be ufed againft Men in Public Truft, and did 
contend that the fame could not be ufed againft him; and as if falfe Affertions could be juftified by 
factious Motives, he did endeavour to do away the Authority of his own deliberate, recorded De- 
clarations, entered by him tw Writing on the Council Books of the Prefidency ; for, after affertyguaga 
but not attempting to prove, that his Declarations were confiftent with his Conduét, he writes, Jamia. 
faid Libel as follows: For “ were it otherwife, they were not to be made the Rules of gy Diug 
“ duét; and God forbid that every Expreffion dictated by the Impulfe of prefent Emergegne9s 7 
“ unpremeditatedly uttered in the Heat of Party Contention, fhould impofe upon me thg.@bligati 
“ ofa fixed Principle, and be applied to every variable Occafion.”’ at 


VII. . 

That the faid Haftirtys, in order to draw the lawful Dependence of the Servantfof the Company 
from the Court of Dire¢tors, to a fa€tious Dependence on himfelf ; did, in the caus ae treat the 
Acts and Appointments of their undoubted Authority, when exercifed in Oppofifion to his arbitrary 
Will, as ruinous to their Affairs, in the following Terms: ‘ It is as well known to the Indian World, 
«as to the Court of Englifh Proprietors, that the Firft declaratory Inftruments of the Diffolution of 
“ my Influence, in che Year 1774, were Mr. John Briftow and Mr. Francis Fowke: By your an- 
« cient and known Conftitution, the Governor has been ever held forth, and underftood to poffefs the 
oftenfibte Powers of Government ; all the Correfpondence with Foreign Princes is conducted in 
his Name; and every Perfon reftdent with them he the Management of your Political Concerns, 
is underftood to be more efpecially bis Reprefentative, and of dis Choice—and fuch ought to be 
“ the Rule ; for how otherwife can they truft an Agerit, nominated againft the Will of dis Principal ? 
‘ When the State of this Adminiftration was fuch as feemed to admit of the Appointment of Mr. Brif- 
‘ tow to the Refidency of Lucknow, without much Diminution of my own Influence, I gladly feized 
« the Occafton to fhew my Readinefs to fubmit to your Commands: I propofed his Nomination ; 
*« he was nominated, amd declared to be the Agent of my own Choice. Even this Effect of my Caution 
“ 45 defeated by your abfolute Command for bis Re-appointment independent of me, and with the Suppo- 
“« fition that I fhould be adverfe to 1t.—IJ am now wholly deprived of my Official Powers, both in the 
“ Province of Oude, and in the Zemindarry of Benares.” 


IX. 
That, further to emancipate others and himfelf from due Obedience to the Court of Direétors, he 
did, in the Libel aforefaid, enhance his Services; which, without Specification or Proof, he did fup- 
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pofe in the faid Libel to be important and valuable, by reprefenting them as done under their Dif- 
pleafure ; and doth attribute his not having done more, to their Oppofition, as followeth :—“ It is now 
« a complete Period of Eleven Years fince I firft received the Fir nominal Charge of your Affurss ; 
« in-the Courfe of it I have invariably had to contend, not with ordinary Difficulties, bur fuch as 
moft unnaturally arofe from the Oppofition of thofe very Powers from which J primarily derived m) 
Authority, and which were required for the Support of it. My Exertions, though applied to an 
unvaried and confiftent Line of Action, have been occafional and defultory ; yet I pleafe myfelf 
with the Hope, that in the Annals of your Dominion, which fhall be written after the Extin¢tion 
of recent Prejudices, this Term of its Adminiftration will appear not the leaft conducive to the 
Interefts of the Company, nor the leaft reflective of the Honour of the Britifh Name ; and allow 
me to fuggeft the Inftructive Reflection.of what Good might have been done, and what Evil pre- 
vented, had due Support been given to that Adminiftration which has performed fuch eminent and 
“ fubftential Services without it.” 

And the faid Haltings, farther to render the Authority of the faid Court perfectly Contemptible, 
doth, in a Strain of Exultation for his having efcaped out of a Meafure, in which by his Guilt he 
had involved the Company in a ruinous War, and out of which it had efcaped by a Sacrifice of almoft 
all the Territories before acquired (from that Enemy which he had made) either by War, or former 
Treaties, and by the abandoning the Company’s Allies to their Mercy ; attribute the faid fuppofed 
Services to his a¢ting in fuch a Manner as had on former Occafions excited their Difpleafure, in the 
following Words : 

« Pardon, Honourable Sirs, this digreffive Exultation ; I cannot fupprefs the Pride which I feel 
in this fuccefsful Atchievement of a Meafure fo fortunate for your Interefts, and the National 
« Honour; for that Pride is the Source of my Zeal, fo frequently exerted in your Support, and 
“never more happily than in thofe Inftances in which 1 have departed from the prejcribed and beaten 
© Path of Attion, and affumed a Refponfibility which bas too frequently drawn on me the moft pointed Lffetis 
* of your Difpleafure. But however I may yield to my private Feelings, in thus enlarging on the Sub- 
« yect, my Mottve in introducing it was immediately connected with its Context, and was to con- 
“ raft ¢he adlual State of your Political Affairs, derived from a happier Influence, with that which might 
“* have attended an earlier Diffolution of it :” And he did value himfelf upon “ the Patience and Temper 
“* with which he had fubmitted to all the Indignities which have been heaped upon him [meaning by 
“< the faid Court of Direétors] in this long Service :” And he did infolently attribute to an unufual 
Strain of Zeal for their Service, that he “ perfevered in the VIOLENT MAINTENANCE OF 
«| HIS OFFICE,” 
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That in order further td excite the Spirit of Difobedience in the Company’s Servants, to the law- 
ful Authority fet over them, he the faid Warren Haftings did treat contemptuoufly and ironically 
the fuppofed Difpofition of the Company’s Servants to obey the Orders of the Court of Direétors, 
in the Words following : “ The Recall of Mr. Markham, who was known to be the public Agent 
“< of my own Nomination at Benares, and the Re-appointment of Mr. Francis Fowke, by your 
** Order, contained in the fame Letter, would place it [the Reftoration of Cheit Sing] beyond a 
* Doubt. This Order has been obeyed ; and whenever you fhall be pleafed to order the Reforation of 
" Cheit Sing, I will venture to promife the fame ready and exaét Submiffion in the other Members of the 
“ Council: And he did, in the Poftfcript of the faid Letter, and as on Recollection, endeavour to 
make a Reparation of Honour to his faid Colleagues, as if his pes sana aforefaid had arifen from 
Animofity to them, as follows : “ Upon a careful Revifal of what I have written, I fear that an Ex- 
. ace which I have ufed, refpeéting the probable Conduct of the Board, in the Event of Orders 
* being received for the Reftoration of Cheit Sing, may be conftrued as intimating a Senfe of Diffa- 
 tisfaction, applied to Tranfaétions already paft.<=It is not my Intention to complain of any one.” 


XI. 

That the faid Haftings, inthe Adts of Injury aforefaid to the Rajah of Benares, did affume and 
arrogate to himfelf an illegal Authority therein, and did maintain that the Acts done in Confe- 
quence of that Meafure were not revocable by any fubfequent Authority, in the following Words : 
“ Tf you fhould proceed to order the Reftoration of Cheit Sing to the Zemindarry, from which, dy the 
“ Powers which I legally poffeffed, and conceive myfelf legally bound to affert again{t any /ub/equent 
“* Autbority to the contrary, derived from the fame common Source, he was difpoffeffed for Crimes of the 
“ greateft Enormity, and your Council fhall refolve to execute the Order, I will inftantly give up my 
*¢ Station, and the Service.” 


Xl. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did atremprt to juftify his Publication of the faid libellous 
Letter, to and againft the Court of Direétors, by afferting therein, that thefe Refolutions [ erie 
the Refolutions of the Court of Direétors, relative to the Rajah of Benares] “ were either publithed, 
“ or intended for Publication ;” evidently proving, that he did take this unwarrantable Courfe with- 
Out any fufficient Affurance that the Ground sad Monve by him affigned, had any Exiftence. 
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MARATTA WAR, and PEACE. 





I. 

HAT by an Act, paffed in 1973, it was exprefly ordered and provided, ‘ That it fhould 
T ‘not be lawful for any Prefident and Council of Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the 
“ Time being, to make any Orders for commencing Hoftilities, or declaring or making War, 
‘© againit any Lndian Princes or Powers, ur for negociating oi concluding any ‘Vreaty of Peace, or 
other Treaty, witn ny fuch Indian Princes ur Powers, without the Confent and Approbation of 
“© the Governor G neral and Council firlt had and obtained, except in fuch Cafes of smminent Ne- 
© cefity as would render it dangerous to poitpone fuch Hofliliues or Treaties until the Ordeis trom 
* the Governor Gcneral and Council might arrive.”"—That neverthelels the Prefident and Council 
of Bombay did, in Decen:ber 1774, witho: + the Content and Approbation of the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council of Fore William, and in the Midtt or profound Peace, commence an unjuft and 
unprovoked War againit the Maratta Government; did conclude a Treaty with a certain Perfon, 
a Fugitive from that Government, and protuaibed by it, named Ragonaut Row, or Ragoba, and 
did, under various bafe and treacherous Pretences, invade and conquer the Ifland of Salfette, belong- 
ing to the Maratta Government. 


c 


Il, 
That Warren Haftings, on the Firft Advices received in Bengal of the above Tranfactions, did ee 
condemn the fame in the ftrongefl Terms , declaring that “ the Meafures adopted by the Prefidency appt aakk>, 
“© of Bombay had a Tendency to a very extenfive and indefinite Scene of Troubles; and that ther “ye oe 


Ne ts 
* Conduct was unfeafonable, impolitic, unjuft, and unauthorized.”—And the Governor General 
and Council, in order to put a Stop to the faid unjuft Hoflilities, did appoint an Ambaflador to the 
Pethwa, or Chief of the Maratta State, refident at Poona; and the taid Ambaffador did, after a pe yea, 


Jong Negociation, conclude a definitive Treaty of Peace with the faid Pefhwa, on Terms highjy tt Mach 17,6 
honourable and bencficial to the Katt India Company, who, by the faid Treaty, obtained from the 

Marattas a Ceffion of confiderable Traéts of Country, the Maratta Share of the City of Broach, 

Twelve Lacks of Rupees for the Expences of the {aid unjuft War, and particularly the Ifland of 

Salfette, of which the Prefidency of bumbay had poffefled themfelves by Surprize and ‘Treachery ; 

that in Return for thefe extraordinary Conceffions, the Articles principally infifted on by the Marattas, ppxto echRep, 
with a View to their own future Tranquillicy and internal Quiet, were, that no Affifiance fhould be = °¥ 
given to any Subject or Servant of the Pefowa that fhould cause Difturbances, or Rebellion, in the Ma- 

ratta Domintons, and particularly, that the Englihh oould not affjt Ragonaut Kow, to whom the — Wen, 
Marattas agreed to allow Five Lacks of Rupees a Year, or a Jaghyre tothat Amount, and that 

he fhould refide at Benares; that neverthelels, the Prelidency of Bombay did receive and keep Ra- 

gonaut Row at Bombuy, did furnifh him with a confiderable Eftabluhment, and continue to carry 

on fecret Intrigues and Negociations with him, thereby giving juft Ground of Jcaloufy and Diftruit 

to the Maratta State: That the late Colonel John Upton, by whom the Treaty of Poorunder was 
negociated and concluded, did declare to the Governor General and Council, ** That while Ragonaut 

“ Row refides at Bombay, in Itxpectation of being fupported, the Minifters can place no Confidence 

“in the Council there; which muit now be productive of the greateft Inconveniencies, and Pitt Jeu 
** perhaps, in the End, of fatal Confequences.” ‘That the faid Warren Haftings, concurring with his . 
Council, which then confifted of Sir John Clavering, Richard Barwell, and Philip Francis, (quires, 

did, on the 18th of Auguft 1777, declare to the Prclidency of Bombay, that “ he could {ee no 

‘* Reafon to doubt that the Prefence of Ragoba at Bombay would continue to be an infuperable Bar tod», Nore, 
“the Completion of the Treaty concluded with the Maratta Government, nor could any fincere 

‘* Cordiality and good Underftanding be eftablifhed with them, as long as he fhould appear to 

‘derive Encouragement and Support from the Englifh.” That Sir jolt Clavering died foon 


after, and that the late Edward Wheler, Efquire, fucceeded to a Seat in the Supreme Council. 
N° XX. A That 


0 
e 


2 February1778- 


N° g9. 


N° 27e 


# Vide Mr. 
Watherflone's 
Letter of 24 
Dec! 1778. 

N° 170, 


gr Marcha774. 


N° 340 


N° 35) 41. 


23 Feb. 17738. 
NY 45° 


N° 356 


gift March1774. 


[ 2 ] 


That, on the agth of January 1778, the Governor General and Council received a Letter from the 
Prefidency of Bombay, dated 12th December 1747, in which they declared, ‘* That they had 
*< apreed to give Encouragement to a Party formed in Ragoba’s Favour, and flattered themfelves 
“they thould meet with the hearty Concurrence of the Governor General and Council in the Mea- 
* fures they might be obliged to purfue in Confequence.” That the Party fo defcribed was faid 
to confift of Four principal Perfons in the Maratta State, on whofe Part fowse Overtures had been 
made to Mr. William Lewis, the Refident of Bombay, at Poona, for the Afiftance of the Com- 
pany to bring Ragoba to Poona, That the faid Warren Haftings, immediately on the Receipt of 
the preceding Advices, did propofe and carry it in Council, by Means of his cafting Voice, and 
againft the Remonftrances, Arguments, and folemn Proteft of Two Members of the Supreme 
Council, That the Sandon of that Government fhould be given to the Plan which the Prefident and 
Council of Bombay had agreed to farm with the Maratta Government; and alfo, that a’ Supply 
of Money (to the Amount of Ten Lacks of Rupees) fhould be immediately granted to the Prefident 
and Council of Bombay, for she Support of their Engagements above mentioned, and alfo, that a Mi- 
litary Force fhould be fent to the Prefidency of Bombay, That, in Defence of thefe Refolutions, 
the faid Warren Hattings did falfely pretend and affirm, ‘ that the Refolution of the Prefidency of 
‘© Bombay was formed on fuch a Cafe of imminent Necefity, as would have rendered it dangerous to 
‘* poltpone the Execution of it, until the Orders from the Governor General and Council might ar- 
** rive; and that the laid Prefidency of Bombay were warranted, by the Treaty of Poorunder, to join 
in a Plan for conducting Ragonaut Row to Poona, on the Application of the ruling Part of the 
‘+ Maratta State,” whereas the main Object of the faid ‘Treaty, on the Part of the Marateas, and 
to obtain which they made many important Conceffions to the India Company, was, that the Eng. 
lith thould withdraw their Forces, and give no Affiftance to Ragoba, and that he fhould be excluck J 
for ever from any Share in their Government, being a Perfon * unrverfally beld in Abborrence in the 
Maratta Empire; and if it had been true (inftead of being, as it was, notorioufly falfe) that the 
ruling Part of the Adminiftration of the Maratta State folicieed the Return of Ragonaut Row to 
Poona, his Return, in that Cafe, might have been effected by Acts of their own, without the Iv r- 
pofition of the Englifh Power, and without our Interference in their Affairs, That it was the fpecial 
Duty of the jaid Warren Haftings, derived from a fpecial Truft repofed in him, and Power com- 
mitted to him by Parliament, to have reftrained, as by Law he had Authority to do, the fubordinate 
Prefidency of Bombay from entering into Hoftilities with the Marattas, or from making Engages 
ments, the manifeft Tendency of which was to enter into thofe Hoililities, and to have puc a Stop to 
them, if any fuch had been begun. That he was bound by the Duty of his Office to preferve the pl 





of the Britifh Government, pledged in the Treaty of Poorunder, inviolate and {acred, as well as b 
fpecial Orders and Inftructions of the Eaft India Company, to jix bis Attention to the Prefervah hf 
Peace throughout India; all which important Duties the faid Warren Haltings did wilfully violate, tn giving 
the Sandon of the Governor General and Council to the dangerous, faithlefs, and ill-concerted Pro. 
jects of the Prefident and Council of Bombay, hereinbefore mentioned, from which the fublequcnt 
Maratta War, with all the Expence, Diftrefs, and Difyraces which have attended it, took their Com- 
mencement ; and that the faid Warren Hatftings therefore is {pecially and principally anfwerable for the 
faid War, and for all the Confequences thereof. That in a Letter, dated the 2oth of January 1778, 
the Prefident and Council of Bombay informed the Governor General and Council, that, in conic- 
quence of later Intelligence received from Poona, they lad immediately refolved that nothing further 
could be done, unlefs Saccaram Baboo, the Principal in the late Treaty {ot Poorunder] jotned in making 
a formal Application to them, That no fuch Application wasever made by that Perfon, ‘That the 
faid Warren Hattings, finding that all this pretended Ground for engaging in an Invafion of the Marat- 
ta Government had totally failed, did then pretend to give Credit to, and to be greatly alarmed by the 
Sugeettions of the Prefident and Council of Bombay, cthac the Marattas were negociating with the 
French, and had agreed to give them the Port of Choul, on the Malabar Coaft, and did affirm chat 
the French bad obtained Poffefion of that Port: That all thefe Suggettions and Affertions were talte ; 
and, if they had been true, would have furnifhed no juft Occafion for attacking either the Marattas 
or the French, with both of whom the Britif Nation was then at Peace :——That the faid Warren 
Haftings did then propofe and carry the following Refolution, in Council, againft the Proteft of ‘I'wo 
Members thereof, that, ‘* For the Purpole of granting you [the Prefidency of Bombay] the mott ef~ 
“ fectual Support in our Power, we have refolved to aflemble a {trong Military Force near Calpee, 
the Commanding Officer of which is to be ordered to March, by the moft tegen Route, to 
«© Bombay, or to {uch other Place as future Occurrences, and your Direétions to him, may render it ex- 
“ pedient.” And with refpect to the Steps faid to be taking dy she French to obtain a Settlement on the 
Malabar Coaft, the faid Warren Haftings did declare to the Prefidency of Bombay, ‘that it was the 
* Opinion of the Governor General and Council that no Time ought to be loft in forming and carrying 
“¢ into Execution fuch Meafures as might moft effectually tend to fruftrate fuch dangerous Defigns :”— 
That the faid Warren Haftings eee inftead of fixing his Attention to the Prefervation of Peace 
throughout India, as it was his Duty to have done, i continue to abet, encourage, and fupport 
the dangerous Projects of the Prefidency of Bombay, and did thereby manifeft a determined Inten- 
tion to difturb the Peace of India, by the unfortunate Succefs of which Intention, and by the conti- 
nued Efforts of the faid Haftings, the greateit Part of India has been for feveral Years involved in a 
bloody and calamitous War. That both the Court of Directors and Court of Proprietors did {pecially 


inftruct the faid Warren Haftings, in all his Meafures, * to make che Safety and Profperity of Bengal 
his 
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« his principal Object,” and did heavily cenfure the faid Warren Haftings for having employed 
their Lroops ata great Diltance from Bengal, in a War again{t the Rohillas, which the Hloufe of 
Commons have pronounced to be snigustous *, and did on that Occafion expre(sly declare, ‘* ‘1 hat they 
ss difapproved of all fuch diftant Expeditions, as might eventually carry their Forces to any Situa- 
s¢ tion too remote to admit of their fpeedy and fafe Return to the Protection of their own Provinces, in 
«Cale of Emergency.” That the faid Warren Haftings neverthelefs ordered a Detachment from 
the Bengal Army to crofs the Jumna, and to proceed acrofs the Peninfula, by a circuitous Route, 
through the Diamond Country of Bundle Cund, and through the Dominions of the Rajah of Berar, 
firuated in the Center of Hindoftan, and did thereby ftrip the Provinces fubjeét to the Government 
of Fort William of a confiderable Part of their eftablifhed Defence, and did thereby difobey the 
general Inftructions, and pofitive Orders of the Court of Direétors (given upon Occafion of a Crime 
of the fame Nature committed by the faid Haftings) and was guilty of a High Crime and Mifde- 
meanor. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, having taken the Meafures hereinbefore defcribed for fupport- 
ing thofe of the Prefidency of Bombay, did, on the 23d of March 1778, * invelt the‘faid Prefidency 
«swith Authority to form a new Alliance with Ragoba, and to engage with him in ay Scheme which 
‘¢ they fhould deem expedient and fafe for retrieving his Affairs.” That the faid Haftings was then 
in Poffeffion of a Letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 4th of July 1777, containing a pofi- 
tive Order to the Prefidency of Bombay, in the following Words: ‘* Though that Treaty [mean- 
“ing the Treaty of Poorundur] is not, upon the Whole, fo agreeable to us as we could wih, 
ss {till we are refolved {trictly to adhere to it on our Parts, You mutt therefore be particularly vi- 
“‘ gilant, while Ragoba is with you, to prevent him from forming any Plan againft what is 
*¢ called the Minifterial Party at Poona, and we hereby pofitively order you not to engage with 
«« him in any Scheme whateves in retrieving his Affairs, without the Confent of the Governor Gene- 
© ral and Council, or the Court of Directors.” That the laid Ragoba neither did or could form any 
Plan for his Keftoration, but what was and mult be againft the Minifterial Party at Poona, who 
held and exercifed the Regency of that State in the Infancy of the Pefhwa; and that, fuppofing him 
to have formed any other Scheme, in Conjunction with Bombay, for retrieving bis Affairs, the faid 
Hattings, in giving a previous general Authority to the Prefidency of Bombay to engage with Ra- 
goba in any Scheme for that Purpofe, without knowing what fuch Scheme might be, and there- 
by relinquifhing and transferring to the Difcretion of a fubordinate Government, that Superin- 
tendance and Controul over all Meafures tending to create or provoke a War, which the Law 
had exclufively vefted in the Governor General and Council, was guilty of a High Crime and Mif- 
demeanor, That the faid Warren Haftings, having firft declared that the Meafures taken by him 
were for the Support of the Engagements made by the Prefidency of Bombay, in Favour of Ra- 
goba, did afterwards, when it appeared that thole Negotiations were entirely laid afide, declare that 
his Apprehenfion of the Confequence of a pretended Intrigue between the Marattas and the French, was 
the fole Motive of allthe late Meafures taken for the Support of the Prefidency of Bombay ; but that neither 
of the preceding Declarations contained the true Motives and Objects of the faid Haftings, whofe real 
Purpole, as it appeared foon after, was to make Ute of the Superiority of the Britifh Power in India, to 
carry on offenfive Wars, and to purfue Schemes of Conqueft, impolitic and unjuft in their Defign, 
ill-concerted in the Execution, and which, as this Houle has refolved, bave brought great Calamities on 
India, and enormous Expences on the Eaft India Company. That the faid Warren Haftings, on the 22d of 
June 1778, made the following Declaration in Council ; Much lefs can J agree that, with fuch fuperior 
© Advantages, as we poffefs over every Power which can oppofe us, we fhould act merely on the 
“ Defenfve. On the contrary, if it be really true that the Britifh Arms and Influence have fuffered 
{0 fevere a Check in the Weftern World, it is more incumbent on thofe, who are charged with the 
“ Interelts of Great Britain in the Eaft, to exert themfelues for the Retrieval of the National Lojs. 
“ We have the Means in our Power, and, if they are not fruftrated by our own Diffenfions, I truft 
that the Event of this Expedition will yield every Advantage, for the Attainment of which it was 
“ gndertaken,” That, in purfuance of the Principles avowed in the preceding Declaration, the faid 
Warren Haltings, on the gth of July 1778, did propofe, and carry it in Council, that an Embafly 
fhould be fent from Bengal to Moedajee Boofla, the Rajah of Berar, falfely afferting, that the {aid 
Rajah ** was, by Intereft and Inclination, likely to join in an Alliance with the Britifh Government ; 
* and fuggefting that Two Advantages might be offered to him, as the Inducements to it; Firft, the 
“ Support of his Pretenfions to the Sovereign Power [viz, of the Maratta Empire]; Second, the 
“ Recovery of the Captures made on his Dominions by Nizam Ally.” That the faid Haftings, 
having already given full Authority to the Prefidency of Bombay to engage the Britifh Faith to Kago- 
haut Row, to fupport him in bis Pretenfions to the Government or to the Regency of the Maratta 
Empire, was guilty of a High Crime and Mifdemeanor, in propofiag to engage the fame Britihh 
Faith to fupport the Pretenfions of another Competitor for the fame Object; and that in offering to 
affift the Rajah of Berar to recover the Captures made on his Dominions by the Nizam, the faid 
Haftings did endeavour, as far as depended on him, to engage the Britifh Nation in a moft unjult 
and utterly unprovoked War againit the faid Nizam, between whom and the Bait India Company a 
Treaty of Peace and Friendfhip did then fubfift, unviolated on his Part; natwithf{tanding the faid 
Hattings well knew that it made Part of the Eaft India Company’s fundamental Policy to fupporc 
that Prince againft the Marattas, and to confider him as One of the few remaining Chiefs, who were a 
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capable of coping with the Marattas, and that if was the Company's irue Intere? to preferve a good 
Underflanding with him, That, by holding out fuch Offers to the Rajah of Berar, the fd | lattings 
profefled to hope that the Rajah would ardently catch at the Objetts prefented to bis Ambition ; and 
although the faid Haftings did about this Time lay it down as a Maxim, that shere is always a greater 
Advantage in receiving Solicitations than in making Advances, he neverthelefs declared to the fail Ra- 
jah, that in the Whole of bis Conduct be bag departed from the common Line of Policy, and bad made 
Advances where others, in bis Situation, would bave waited for Solicitation , that the faid unjuft and 
dangerous Projects did not take Effect, becaufe the Rajah of Berar refufed to join or be concerned 
therein; yet foearneft was the faid Haltings for the Execution of thefe Projects, that, in a fubfequent 
Letter, he daringly and treacheroufly affured the Rajah, ‘* that, if he had accepted of the Terms of- 
‘ fered him by Colonel Goddard, and concluded a Treaty with the Government of Bengal upon 
“ them, he fhould have held the Obligation of it fuperior to that of any Engagement formed by the 
© Government of Bombay, and fhould have thought ir his Duty to maintain it, &c. againft every 
“ Confideration, even of the moft valuable Interefts and Safety of the Enghfo Poffeffions intrufted to bis 
“ Charge.” That all the Offers of the faid Haftings were rejeted with Slight and Contempt by the 
Rajah of Berar; but the fame being dilcovered and generally known throughout India, did fill the 
Chief of the Princes and States of India with a general Sufpicion and Diftruft of the ambitious De- 
figns and treacherous Principles of the Britifh Government, and with an univerfal Hatred of the Britith 
Nation ; that the faid Princes and States were thereby fo thoroughly convinced of the Neceflity of 
uniting amongft themfelves to oppofe a Power which kept no Fadth with any of them, and equally 
threatened them all, that, renouncing all former Enmities again{t each other, they united in a com- 
mon Confederacy againft the Knglith; viz. the Pefhwa, as Reprefentative of the Marratta State, 
and Moodajee Boofla, the Rajah of Berar, that is, the principal Hindoo Powers of India, on One Side ; 
and Hyder Ally, and the Nizam of the Decan, that is, the principal Mahomedan Powers of India, 
on the other, and that in Confequence of this Confederacy Hyder Ally invaded, over-ran, 
and ruined the Carnatic; and that Moodaje Bocfla, inftead of ardently catching at the Obdjeéls 
prefented to bis Ambttion by the faid Haitings, fent an Army to the Frontiers of Bengal; which 
Army the faid Warren Haitings was at length forced to buy off with Twenty-fix Lacks of Ru- 
pees, or £. 300,000 Sterling, after a Series of Negociations with the Maratta Chiefs who com- 
manded that Army, founded and conducted on Principles fo difhonourable to the Britifh Name 
and Character, that the Secret Committee of the Houfe of Commons, by whom the reft of the 
Proceedings in that Bufinefs were reported to the Houle, have, upon due Confideration, thought it 
proper to leave out the Letier cf Inflrudtions to Mr. Anderfon, viz. thofe given by the faid Warren 
Hattings to the Reprefentative of the Brtifh Government; and concerning which the faid Com- 
mittee have reported in the following Terms :—** The Schemes of Policy by which the Governor 
‘* General feems to have dictated the Inflruciions he gave to Mr. Anderfon {the Gentleman deputed] 
‘¢ will alfo appear in this Document, as well refpecting the particular Succeffion to the Rauje, as alfo 
‘© che Mode of accommodating the Demand of Coout, the Eftablifhment of which was apparently the 
“ preat Aim of Moodajee’s Political Manoeuvres, while the Governor General’s With to defeat it 
‘© was avowedly more intent on the Removal of a nominal Difgrace, than on the Anxiety or Reefabiiig 
*¢ tion to be freed from an expenfive, if an unavoidable Incumbrance.” tad 

That while the faid Warren Haftings was endeavouring to perfuade the Rajah of Berar to’engegit! 
with him ina Scheme to place the faid Rajah at the Head of the Marratta Empire, che Prefideney 
of Bombay, by virtue of the Powers {pecially vefted in them for that Purpofe by the faid Hattings, 
did really engage with Ragonaut Row, the other Competitor for the fame Object, and fent a great 
Part of their Military Force eftablifhed for the Defence of Bombay on an Expedition with Ra- 
gonaut Row, to invade the Dominions of the Pefhwa, and to take Poona, the Capital there- 
of; that this Army being furrounded and overpowered by the Marattas was obliged to Capitu- 
late; and then, through the Moderation of the Marattas, was permitted to return quietly, but 
very difgracefully, to Bombay. That, fuppofing the faid Warren Haftings could have been juf- 
tied in abandoning the Project of reinftating Ragonaut Row, which he at firft authorized, and 
promifed to fupport, and in preferring a Scheme to place the Rajah of Berar at the Head of the Ma- 
ratta Empire, he was bound by his Duty, as well as in Juftice to the Prefidency of Bombay, to 
give that Prefidency timely Notice of {uch his Intention, and to have reftrained them pofitively 
trom refuming their own Project: That, on the contrary, the faid Warren Hialtings did, on the 
17th of Augutt 1778, again authorize the faid Prefidency ‘* to affift Ragoba with a Military 
“© Force to conduct hin to Poona, and to eftablifh him in the Regency there;” and, fo far 
from communicating his Change of Plan to Bombay, did keep it concealed from that Prefidency ; 
infomuch that, even fo late as the igth of February 1779, Walliam Hornby, then Governor of 
Bombay, declared in Council his total Ignorance of the Schemes @f the faid Hattings, in the following 
Terms; ** The Schemes of the Governor General and Council, with regard to the Rajah of Berar, 
“ deing yet unknown tous, itis impoffible for us to found ang Meafures on them; yet I cannot help 
* now oblerving, that if, as has been conjectured, the Gegtlemen of that Prefidency have enter- 
“ tained Thoughts of reftoring, in his Perfon, the ancient Rajah Government, the Attempt feems likely 
“ to be attended with no fmall Difficulty :” That whereas.the faid Warren Halftings did repeatedly 
affirm, that it was his Intention tofupport the Plan formed by the Prefidency of Bombay in Favour of 


Ragoba, and did repeatedly authorize and encourage them to pyrfue it, he did, neverthelefs, at the fame 
10 Time, 
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Time, in his Letters and Declarations to the Pefhwa, to the Nizam, and to the Rajah of Berar, falfely 
and perfidioufly affirm, ¢bat it mever was nor is defigned by the English Chiefs to give Support to Ragoe — Vie Letter 
naut Row; that be, Haftings, bad no Idea of /upporting Ragonaut Row , and that the Detachment he Faget a 
had fent to Bombay was folely to awe the French, without the lea Defign to affift Ragonaut Kow : Vhat, vec' 1778, 
fuppofing it to have been the fole proféfed Intention of the faid Elaltings, in fending an Army acrofs "818s: 
India, to protect Bombay againit a French Invafion, even that Pretence was falfe, and ufed only to 
cover the real Defign of the faid Haftings, viz. to engage in Projects of War and Conqueft with 
the Rajah of Berar, That on the 11th of O¢tober 1778, he informed the faid Rajah, “thatthe =" 145 
ss Detachment would {oon arrive in his Territories, and depend on him, Moodajee Boofla, for 
s+ its fublequent Operations :” That on the 7th of December 1778, the faid Haftings revoked the "157. 
Powers he had before given * to the Prefidency of Bombay, over the Detachment, declar- * on she rsib 
ing, that the Event of Colonel Goddard’s Negociation with the Rajah of Berar was likely to Y™mer 
caufe avery fpeedy and effential Change in the Defign and Operations of the Detachment, and that, on 
the 4th of March 1779, the faid Haftings, immediately after receiving Advice of the Defeat of the N° 182. 
Bombay Army near Poona, and when Bombay, if at any Time, particularly required to be protected 
again{t a French Invafion, did declare in Council, that he wijbed for the Return of the Detachment to Be- 
rar, and dreaded to hear of tts proceeding to the Malabar Coajt ,; and therefore, if the faid ELaftings did not 
think that Bombay was in Danger of being attacked by the French, he was guilty of repeated Falfe- 
hoods in affirming the contrary, for the Purpofe of covering a criminal Defign ; or, if he thought that 
Bombay was immediately threatened with that Danger, he then was guilty of Treachery, in ordering 
an Army, neceffary on that Suppofition to the immediate Defence of Bombay, to halt in Berar, to de- 
pend on the Rajah of Berar for its fubfequent Operations, er on the Event of a Negoctation with that 
Prince, which, as the faid Llaftings declared, was likely to caufe a very fpeedy and effential Change in the 
Defign and Operations of the Detachment ; and finally, in declaring that be dreaded to bear of the faid 
Detachment’s proceeding to the Malabar Coaff, whither he ought to have ordered it to proceed without 
Delay, if, as he has folemnly affirmed, it was true that be had been told, by the bigheft Authority, that a 
powerful Armament had been prepared in l'rance, the Firft Oljett of which was an Attack upon Bombay, and, oacrorr-73 
that be knew, with moral Certainty, that all the Powers of the adjacent Continent were ready to pin the Nei 
Invafion. 

That through the Whole of thefe Tranfactions, the faid Warren Haftings has been quilty of conti- 
nucd Falichood, lraud, Contradiclion, and Duplicity, highly difhonourable to the Charaéler of the 
Britifh Nation ; that in Confequence of the unjult and ill-concerted Schemes of the faid Flaftings, the 
Britifh Arms, heretofore refpectcd in India, have fuffered repeated Difgraces, and great Calamitics 
have been thereby brought upon India, and that the faid Warten Haltings, as well in exciting and 
promoting the late unprovoked and unjuftifiable War againft the Marattas, as in the Conduct thereof, 
has been guilty of fundry High Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 


That by the Definitive Treaty of Peace concluded with the Marattas at Poorunder on the 1ft of ArpxtosthRept 
March 1776, the Marattas gave up all Right and Title to the Ifland of Salfette, unjuftly taken from 2-e\°o™ 
them by the Prefidency of Bombay ; did alfo give up to the Englifh Company for ever all Right = N’ 146. 
and Title to their entire Shares of the City and Pergunna of Broach; did alfo give for ever to the 
Englith Company a Country of Three Licks of Rupees Revenue, near to Broach ; and did alfo agree 


to pay to the Company Twelve Lacks of Rupees, in Part of the Expences of the Englith Army ; and 


that the Terms ot the faid Treaty + were honourable and advantageous to the India Company, *Re(slition 
That Warren Elaftings having broken the faid Treaty, and forced the Marattas into another @uei' ° 


War, by a repeated Invation of their Country, and having conducted that War in the Manner herein- 23 May 1732. 
before defcribed, did, on the 17th of May 1782, by the Agency of Mr, David Anderfon, conclude 

another Treaty of perpetual Friendfhip and Alliance with the Marattas, by which the faid Haftings 

agreed to deliver up to them all the Countries, Places, Cities, and Forts, particularly the Ifland of 

Baffein (taken from the Pefhwa, during the War) and to relinquifh all Claim to the Country of 

Three Lacks of Rupees, ceded to the Company by the Treaty of Poorunder: That the faid Warren 

Hattings did alfo, at the fame Time, by a private and feparate Agreement, deliver up to Madajee 

Scindia the Whole of the City of Broach, that is, not only the Share in the faid City which ,the India 

Company acquired by the Dae of Poorunder, but the other Share thereof, which the India Com- 

pany poffeffed for feveral Years before that Treaty ; and that, among the Reafons affigned by Mr. 

David Anderfon for totally flripping the Prefidency of Bombay of all their Poflefions on the Ma- 

labar Coaft, he has declared that * from the general Tenor of the re# of the Treaty, -the Settle. 17 Ma 178a. 
“ ment of Bombay would be in future put on fuch a Footing, that it might well become a Queftion 

“© whether the Poffeffion of an inconfiderable Territory, without Forts, would not be attended with 

“ more Lofs than Advantage, as it mult neceffarily occafion confiderable Lxpence, muft require 

“* Troops for its Defence, and might probably in the End lead, as Scindia apprehended, to a Renewal 

“ of War.” 

That the faid Warren Haltings having in this Manner put an End to a War commenced by him 
without Provocation, and continued by him without Neceffity, and having for that Purpofe made 
fo many Sacrifices to the Marattas, in Points of effential Intereft to the India Company, 
did confent and agree to other Articles utterly difhonourable to the Brith Name and Character, 
having facrificed or abandoned every one of the Native Princes, who, by dys Solicitations and Pro- 
mifes had been engaged to take Part with us in the War; and that he did fo without Neceffity, 
fince it appears that Scindia, the Maratta Chief who concluded the Treaty, in every Part of bis Con- 
duct manifefied a hearty Defire of eftablifoing a Peace with us; and that this was the Difpofition of all the 
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Parties in the Maratta Confederacy, who were only kept together by a general Dread of their common 
Enemy, the Englifh, and who only waited for a Ceffation of Hoftilities with us to return to their ha- 
bitual and permanent Enmity againft each other, That the Governor General and Council, in their 
Letter of gift Auguit 1781, made the following Declaration to the Court of Direétors: “ The 
“© Marattas have demanded the Sacrifice of the Perfon of Ragonaut Row, the Surrender of the Fort 
« and Territories of Ahmedabad, and of the Fortrefs of Gualior, which are not ours to give, and 
which we could not wreft from the Proprietors, without the greateft Violation of public Faith, No State 
of Affairs, in our Opinions, could warrant our Acquielcence to fuch Requifition; and we are mo- 
rally certain, that had we yielded to them, fuch a Confcioulncfs of the State of our Affairs would 
have been implied, as would have produced an Effect the very reverfe from that for which it was 
intended, by raifing the Prefumption of the Enemy to exact yet more ignominions Terms, or perhaps 
their Refufal to accept of any ; nor, in our Opinion, would they have failed to excite in others the 
fame Belief, and the confequent Decifion of all Parties apa'nft us, as the natural Confequences of 
our Decline.” That the faid Haflings himfelf, in his Jnftructions to Mr. David Anderfon, after 
authorizing him to reftore a// that we had conquered during the War, exprefsly ‘* excepted Ahmeda- 
“bad, and the Territory conquered for Futty Sing Gwicowar.” That neverthelefs the taid Haftings, 
in the Peace concluded by him, has yielded to every one of the Conditions reprobated in the preceding 
Declarations, as ignominious, and incompatible with public Faith. 

That the faid Warren Haflings did abandon the Rana of Gohud, in the Manner already charged , 
and that the faid Rana has not only loft the Fort of Gualior, but all his own Country, and is himfelf 
a Prifoner.—That the faid Haftings did not interpofe to obtain any Terms in Favour of the Nabob 

pe i i of Bopaul, who was * with great Reafon defirous of concealing from the Mabrattas the Attachment be had 

vaty 78a, Oorne to the Englifo Government, the {aid Nabob having a jult Dread of the Danger of being expofed 
to the Refentment of the Mahrattas, and no Dependence on the Faith and Protection of the Englihh. 
That by the gth Article of the Treaty with I’utty Sing, it was ftipulated, that when a Nepociation 
for Peace fhould take Place, his Intereft fhould be primarily confidered; and that Mr. David An. 
derfon, the Minifter and Reprefentative of the Governo. General and Council, did declare to Seindia, 
that it was indifpenfably incumbent on us to fupport Futty Sing’s Rights. 

That neverthelefs every Acquifition made for or by the faid Futty Sing, during the War, particu: 
larly the Fort and Territories of Abmedabad, were given up by the faid Haftings: That Futty Sing 
was replaced under the Subjetion of the Pefhwa (whole Refentment he had provoked by taking 
Part with us in the War) and under an Obligation to pay a Tribute, not fpecified, to the Pefhwa, and 
to perform fuch Services, and to be fubject to fuch Obedience, as bad long been eftablifhed and cuffomary 
and that, no Limit being fixed to fuch Tribute or Services, the faid Futty Sing has been left wholly 
at the Mercy of the Mahraitas. 

That with refpect to Ragoba, the faid Haftings, in his Inftrulions to Mr. Anderfon, dated 4th 
of November 1781, contented himfelf with faying, ‘* We cannot fofa/ly abandon the Interefts of 
© Ragonaut Row. Endeavour to obtain for him an adequate Provifion.”—-That Mr. Anderfon de- 

SAndefn'se  elared to Madajee Scindia®, ‘* that as we had given Ragoba Protection as an independent Prince, 
teverofacth and not brought him into our Settlement as a Prifoner, we could not in Honour pretend to impofe 
Peay IP 66 the fixalleft Reflraint on his Will, and he muft be at Liberty to go wherever he pleafed; that it 
© mufl reft with Scindia himf{clf to prevail on him to refide in his Country 5 all that we could do was 
*““ to coree, after a rcatonable Time, fo withdraw our Protetiion from bim, and not to infift on the Pay- 
‘ ment of the Stipend to him, as Scindia had propuled, unlefs on the Condition of his refiding in fome 
* Part of Scindia’s Territories.” 

That, notwithftanding all the preceding Declarations, and in Violation of the public Faith repeatedly 
pledeed to Ragoba, he was totally abandoned by the faid Haftings in the Treaty, no Provifion what- 
ever being made even for his Subfiftence, but on a Condition to which he could not fubmit, without 
the certain Lofs of his Liberty, and probable Hazard of his Life; namely, hat he foould voluntarily, and 
of his own Accord, repair to Scindia, and quietly refide with bim. ‘That fuch treacherous Defertion of the 
{aid Ragoba is not capable of being juftified by any Plea of Neceffity; but that in Faé no fuch Ne- 
ceffity exifted 5 fince it appears that the Nizam, who, of all the contracting Parties in the Confederacy, 

ao Twas Perfonally mod hoftile to Ragoba, did himfelf propo/fe that Ragoba might have an Option given bim 
of refiding within the Company’s Territories. That the Plan of negociating a Peace with the Marattas, 


tCNen poe, 

Gol tte by Application to Scindia, and through his Mediation, was earneftly recommended to the faid 

hs Haftings by the Prefidency of Bombay, fo early as in February 1779, who ftated clearly to him the 
Reafons why fuch Application ought to be made to Scindia, in Preference to any other of the Maratta 
Chicfs, and why it would probably be fuccefsful; the Truth and Juftice of which Reafons were fully 
evinced in theIflue, when the faid Haftings, after incurring, by Two Years Delay, all the Loffes and Dif- 
trefles of a calamitous War, did actually purfue that very Plan with much lefs Effect or Advantage than 
might have been obtained at the Time the Advice was given. That heneglected the Advice of the Prefi- 
dency of Bombay, and retarded the Peace, as well as made its Conditions worfe, from an obftinate 
Attachment to his Projeét of an Alliance offenfive and defenfive with the Raja of Berar, the Object of 
which was rather a new War, than a Termination of the War then exifting againft the Pefhwa. 

That the faid Haftings did farther embarrafs and retard the Conclufion of a Peace, by employing 
different Minitters at the Courts of the feveral Confederate Powers, whom he feverally empowered to 
treat and negociate a Peace.—That thefe Minifters not aéting in Concert, not knowing the Extent of 
each others Commiflions, and having no Inftructions to communicate their refpective Proceedings to 
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each other, did in Effeét counteract their feveral Negociations.—-That this Want of Concert and of Sim- 
plicity, and the Myftery and Intricacy in the Mode of conduéting the Negociation on our Part, was 
complained of by our Minilters as embarrafling and difconcerting to us, while it was advantacous to 
the adverfe Party, who were thereby furnifhed with Opportunity and Prevence for Delay, when it (uited 
their Purpofe; and enabled to play off one Set of Negociators again{t another: That it allo created 
Jealoufy and Diftruft in the various contending Parties, “with whom we were treating at the fame Time, 
and to whom we were obliged to make contradiétory Profeffions, while it betrayed and expofed to 
them all our own Kagernefs “and Impatience for Peace; ratfing thereby the general Claims and Pre- 
tenfions of the Enemy. That while Dalhoufie Watherfton, 1: fquire, was treating at Poonah, and David 
Anderfon, Efquire, in Scindia’s Camp, with feparate Powers applied to the fame Object, the Minifler at 
Poonah informed the faid Watherfton, that he had received Propofals for Peace from the Nabobot Arcot, 
with the Approbation of Sir Fyre Coote; that he returned other Propofals to the faid Nabob of Arcor, 
whohadaflured bim (the Minilter) that thofe Propofals wou/d be acceded to, and that Mr. Mier paverjous qwouid 
fet out for Bengal, after which Orders foould be immediately difpatcked from the Honcurable the Governor 
General and Council to the Effet he wifbed. ‘Vhat the faid Nabob ** had promifed to obtain and for- 
“¢ ward to him the expected Orders from Bengal in Fifteen Days, and that he was therefore every Intlant 
*© in Expectation of their Arrivals and obferved that, when General Goddard propoled to fend a con- 
* fidential Perion to Poonah, he conceived that thofe Orders muft have a¢tually reached hin” 
That therefore the Treaty, formally concluded by David Anderfon, was in EAA and Sub- 
tance the fame with that offered, and in Reality concluded by the Nabob of Arcot, with the 
Exception only of Salfette, which the Nabob of Arcot had agreed to reflore to the Ma- 
rattas. That the Jntention of the faid Warren Haflings, in preffing fora Peace with the Ma- 
rattas, on Terms fo difhonourable, and by Meafures fo rafh and ill-concerted, was not to reftore 
and eftablith a general Peace throughout India, but to engage the India Company in a new War 
againit Hyder Ally, and to make the Marattas Parties therein. That the FKagerneis and Paffion with 
which the faid 1a tings puifucd this Object, laid him open to the Marattas, who depended thereon 
for obtaining whatever. they fhould demand from us.—That in order to carry the Point of an offenfive 
Alliance againft Hyder Ally, the faid Flaftines expofed the Negociation for Peace with the Ma- 
rattas to many Difficulties and Delays. That the Marattas were bound by a clear and recent En- 
gagement, which Hyder had never violated in any Article, to make no Peace with us which fhould 
not include him; that they pleaded the facred Nature of this Obligation in Anfwer to all our Re- 
guifitions on this Flead, while the faid Iaflings, ftill importunate for his favourite Point, fuggefted 
to them various Means of reconciling a fubftantial Breach of their Engagement with a formal Ob- 
fervance of it, and taught them how they might at once be Parties in a Peace with Hyder Ally, and 
in an offenfive Alliance for immediate Hoftility apainft him. That thefe Leffons of public Dupli- 
city and Artifice, and thefe Devices of oftenfible Faith and real Treachery, could have no Effect 
but to degrade the National Character, and to infpire the Marattas themfelves, with whom we were 
in Treaty, with a Diftruft in our Sincerity and Good Faith—-That the Object of this fraudulent 
Policy (viz. the utter Deflruction of Lyder Ally, and a Partition of his Dominions) was neither 
wife in itfelf, or authorized by the Orders and Inflruétions of the Company to their Servants; that 
it was incompatible with the Treaty of Peace, in which Hyder Ally was included, and contrary to 
the repeated and beft-underftood InjunGions of the Company ; being in the firfl Place a Bargain 
for a new War, and in the next, aiming at an Eextenfion of our Territory by Congueft. ‘That the 
beft and found ft Political Opinions, on the Relations of thefe States, have always reprefented our 
oreat Security again{l the Power of the Marattas to depend on its being balanced by that of Hyder 
Ally ; and the Myfore Country is fo placed as a Barrier between the Carnatic and the Marattas, as 
to make it our Intereft rather to ftrengthen and repair that Barrier, than to level and deftroy it. 
That the faid Treaty of Partition dues exprels iticlf to be eventual with regard to the making and 
keeping of Peace ; but through the whole Courfe of the faid Haftings’s Proceeding, he did endeavour 
to prevent any Peace with the Sultan or Nabob of Myfore, Tipp Saheb, and did for a long Time 
endeavour to fruftrate all the Methods which could have rendered the faid Treaty of Conqueft and 
Partition wholly unneceffary. 

That the Marattas having taken no effectual Step to oblige Hyder Ally to make good the Con- 
ditions for which they had engaged | in his Behalf, and the War continuing to be carried on in the 
Carnatic by Tippoo Sultan, Son and Succeffur of Hyder Ally, the Prefidency of Fort St. George 
undertook, upon their own Authority, to open a Negociation with the faid Tippoo ; which Mea- 
fure, though indifpenfably neccffary, the faid Haftings utterly difapproved and difcountenanced, 
exprefsly denying that there was any Ground or Motive for entering into any direct or feparate 
Treaty with Tippoo; and not confenting to or authorizing any Negociation for fuch Treaty, until 
after a Ceffation of Hoftilines had been brought about with him by the Prefidency of Fort St. 
George, in Auguft 1773, and the Minifters of Tippoo had been received and treated with by that 
Prefidency, and Commiffioners, in Return, actually fent by the faid Prefidency to the Court of Poo- 
nah; which late and reluclant Confent and Authority were extorted from him, the faid Haftings, 
in Confequence of the Acknowledgment of his Agent at the Court of Madajee Scindia (upon whom 
the faid Warren Haftings had depended for enforcing the Claufes of the Maratta Treaty) of the 
Precarioufnels of fuch Dependence, and of the Neceffity of that direct and feparate Treaty with 
Tippoo, fo long and fo lately reprobated by the faid Warren Haftings, notwithftanding the Infor- 


mation and Intreaties of the Prefidency of Fort St. George, as well as the known Diftrefles and 
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critical Situation of the Company’s Affairs—That, though the faid Warren Haftings did at length 
give Inftructions for negociating and making Peace with Tippoo; exprefsly adding, that thofe 
Inftructions extended to aff the Points which occurred to bim or them as capable of being 
agitated or gained upon the Occafion—though the faid Inflructions were fent after the faid 
Commniffioners by the Prefidency of Fort St. George, with Directions to obey them ;—though 
not only the fad Initruétions were obeyed, but Advantages gained which did not occur to the 
faid Warren Laftings ;—though the faid Peace formed a Contraft with the Maratta Peace, in 
neither ceding any Territory pofleffed by the Company before the War, or delivering up any 
Dependant or Ally to the Vengeance of his Adverfaries, but providing for the Reftoration 
of all the Countries that had been taken from the Company and their Allies;—though the Su- 
preme Council of Calcutta, forming the legal Government of Bengal in the Abfence of the faid 
Warren Flaftings, ratified the {aid Treaty: Yet the faid Warren Haftings, then abfent from the 
Seat of Government, and cut of the Province of Bengal, and forming no legal or integral Part of 
the Government during fuch Abfence, did, after fuch Ratification, ufurp the Power of acing as a 
Part of fuch Government (as if actually fitting in Council with the other Members of the fame) in 
the Confideration and unqualified Cenfure of the Terms of the faid Peace. That the Nabob of 
Arcot, with whom the faid Haflings did keep up an unwarrantable, clandeftine Correfpondence, 
without any Communication with the Prefidency of Madras, wrote a Letter of Complaint, dated the 
27th of March 1784, againft the Piefidency of that Place, without any Communication thereof to the 
laid Prefidency, the faid Complaint being addreffed to the faid Warren Haftings, the Subftance of 
which Complaint was, that he (the Nabob) had not been made a Party to the late Treaty : And altho’ 
his Intereft had been fulficiently provided for in the faid Treaty, the faid Warren Haftings did fign 
a Declaration on the 23d of May, at Lucknow, forming the Balis of a new Article, and making 
anew Party to the Tieaty, after it had been, by all Parties (the Supreme Council of Calcutta in- 
cluded) completed and ratified, and did tranfmit the faid new Stipulation to the Prefidency at 
Calcutta, folely for the Purpoles, and at the Inftigation, of the Nabob of Arcot; and the faid Dee 
claration was made without any previous Communication with the Prefidency aforefaid, and in Con- 
fequence thereof Orders were fent by the Council at Calcutta to the Prefidency of Fort St George, 
under the fevereft Threats in cafe of Difobedience; which Orders, whatever were their Purport, would, 
as enundue Affumption of, and Participation in, the Government from which he was abfent, become 
a high Mifdemeanor ; but, being to the Purport of opening the faid Treaty, after its folemn Ratification, 
and propofing a new Claufe and a new Party to the fame, was alfo an Ageravation of fuch Mifdemeae 
nor, as it tended to convey to the Indian Powers an Idea of the Untteadinefs of the Councils and De. 
terminations of the Britifh Government, and to take away all Reliance on its Engagements, and as, 
above all, it expofed the Affairs of the Nation and the Company to the Hazard of feeing renewed 
all the Calamities of War, from whence, by the Conclufion of the Treaty, they had emerged, and upon 
a Pretence {o weak as that of propofing the Nabob of Arcot to be a Party to the fame—though he had 
not been made a Party by the faid Warren Haftings in the Maratta Treaty, which profeffed to be for 
the Relief of the Carnatic ;—though he was not a Party to the former Treaty with Hyder, alfo relative 
to the Carnatic ;—though it was not certain whether, if the Treaty were once opened, and that even 
Tippoo fhould then content to that Nabob’s being a Party, whether he (the faid Nabob) would agree to 
the Clautes of the fame, and confequently whether the faid Treaty, once opened, could afterwards be 
concluded—an Uncertainty, of which he, the faid Haftings, fhould have learned to be aware, having 
already once been difappointed by the faid Nabob’s refufing to accede to a Treaty which 
he the faid Warren Elaftings made for him with the Dutch about a Year before. 

That the faid Warren Hattings having broken a folemn and honourable Treaty of Peace, by an 
unjuft and unprovoked War; having neglected to conclude that War, when he might have done it 
without Lofs of Honour to the Nation; having plotted and contrived, as far as depended on him, to 
engage the Iadja Company in another War, as foon as the former fhould be concluded ; and having at 
Jait putan [end to a moft unjuft War againft the Marattas by a moft ignominiods Peace with them, 
in which he facrificed Objects effential to the Interefts, and fubmitted to Conditions utterly incompatible 
wich the Honour, of this Nation, and with his own declared Senfe of the difhonourable Nature of thofe 
(Conditions ; and having endeavoured to open anew the Treaty concluded with Tippoo Sultas, through 
the Meuns of the Prefidency of Fort S' George, upon Principles of Juftice and Honour, and which 
eftiblithed Peace in India; and thereby expofing the Britith Poffeffions there to the Renewal of the 
Daneers and Calamities of War—has, by thefe ieveral Acts, been guilty of fundry High Crimes and 
Mildemeanors. 4 


ARTICLES 


OF 


Charge of High Crimes and 
Mifdemeanors, 


AGAINST 


WARREN HASTINGS, Efquire, 
Late Governor General of Bengal. 


Prefented to the Houfe of Commons upon the 281b 
Day of April 1786. 


N° 20, 








CORRESPONDENCE, 


HAT by an A@ of the 13th Year of Flis prefent Majefly, inticuled, * An A& for efta- 
T “ blifhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the liaft India Com- 
‘© pany, as well in India as in Europe.” ‘* The Governor General and Council are required and di- 
*¢ re€ted to pay due Obedience to all fuch Orders as they fhall receive from the Court of Directors 
“ of the faid United Company, and to correfpond from Time to Time, and conilantly and dih- 
© gently tranfmit to the faid Court, an exaét Particular of all Advices or Intelligence, and of all 
*¢ ‘Tranfactions and Matters whatfoever that fhall come to their Knowledge, relating to the Govern- 
«© ment, Commerce, Revenues, or Intereft of the faid United Company.” 


That in Confequence of the above-recited Act, the Court of Directors, in their General Inftruc- 

tions of the 29th March 1774, to the Governor General and Council, did direct, ** That the Cor- 
s refpondence with the Princes or Country Powers in India, fhould be carried on through the Go- 
“© vernor General only ; but that all Letters to be fent by him fhould be firft approved in Council, 
“« and that he fhould lay before the Council, at their next Meeting, all Letters received by him in 
the Courfe of fuch Correfpondence, for their Information. 
And the Governor General and Council were therein further ordered, “ That, in tranfacting the 
Bufinefs of their Department, they fhould enter, with the utmoft Perfpicuity and Exadtnefs, all their 
Proceedings whatloever ; and all Diffents, if fuch fhould at any Time be made by any Member of 
their Board, together with all Letters fent or received in the Courfe of their Correfpondence ; and 
that broken Sets of fuch Proceedings, to the lateft Period poffible, be tran{mitted to them (the Court 
of Directors) a compleat Set at the End of every Year, and a Duplicate by the next Con- 
veyance.” 
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That in Defiance of the faid Orders, and in Breach of the above-recited Act of Parliament, the 
faid Warren Haftings has, in fundry Inftances, concealed from his Council the Correfpondence car+ 
ried on between him and the Princes or Country Powers in India, and neelected to communicate the 
Advices and Intellieence he from Time to Time received from the Britifh Refidents at the different 
Courts in India to the other Members of the Government; and without their Knowledge, Counfel, 
or Participation, has difpatched Orders on Matters of the utmoft Confequence to the Interetts of 
the Company. 


That moreover, the faid Warren Haftings, for the Purpofe of covering his own improper and 
dangerous Practices from his Employers, has withheld from the Court of Directors, upon fundry 
Occafions, Copies of the Proceedings had, and the Correfpondence carried on by him in his Official 
Capacity, as Governor General, whereby the Court of Directors have been kept in Ignorance of 
Matters which it highly imported them to know, and the Affairs of the Company have been expofed 
to much Inconvenience and Injury, 


That in all fuch Concealments and Aéts done or ordered without the Confent and Authority of the 
Supreme Council, the faid Warren Haftings has been guilty of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 


Cap. hy.Seutn Qs 
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ARTICLES 


0 F 


Charge of High Crimes and 


Mifdemeanors, 


AGAINST 


WARREN HASTINGS, Efquire, 


Late Governor General of Bengal; 


Prefented to the Houfe of Commons upon the 28th 
Day of April 1786. 


N° 21. 





Rights of Fyzoola Khan, &c. before the Treaty of 
Lall-Dang. 


CENERAL 
REFERENCE, 

Appendix to the sth 
Report of the Secret 


| i E. .° << 
HAT the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, who now holds of the Vizier the Territory of Rampore, gomnius N27 >8 
Shawabad, and certain other Diftriéts dependent thereon, in the Country of the Rohillas, is qeay of Lall-Dang. 
the Second Son of a Prince, renowned in the Hittory of Hindoftan under the Name of Ali Mo- 
hammed Khan, fome Time Sovereign of all that Part of Rohilcund, which is particularly 
diftinguifhed by the Appellation of the Kutteehr. 


If. 
That after the Death of Ali Mohammed aforefaid, as Fyzoola*Khan, together with his elder 
rother, was then a Prifoner of War, at a Place called Herat, “ the Rohilla Chiefs took Pof- — Fysoola Khan's Let. 
“ feffion of the ancient Eftates” of the Captive Princes ; and the Nabob Fyzoola Khan was, from t4thMoy,feeN?4s. 
ecéffity, compelled to waive his Hereditary Rights for the inconfiderable Diftricts of Rampore De, ibid. 
and Shawabad, then eltimated to produce from Six to Eight Lacks of Annual Revenue. 


It. 

That in 1794, on the Invafion of Rohilcund by the united Armies of the Vizier Sujah ul Colonel Champion's 

Dowlah and the Company, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, * with fome of his People, was prefent ar bes 16 May 1774 
the decifive Battle of St. George,” where Hafiz Rhanet, the great Leader of the Rohillas, and 
many others of their principal Chiefs were flain; but, efcaping from the Slaughter, Fyzoola 
Khan “ made his Retreat good towards the Mountains, with all his T'reafure.” He there col- 
Jedted the fcattered Remains of his Countrymen; and as he was the eldeft furviving Son of Ali 
Mohammed Khan, as too the moft powerful Obftacle to his Pretenfions was now removed, by 
the Death of Hafiz, he feems at Length to have been generally acknowledged, by his natural 
Subjects, the undoubted Heir of his Father’s Authority. 


IV, 

That, ‘regarding the facred Sincerity and Friendthip of the Englith, whofe Goodne/s and Ce- 
 lebrity is every where known, who di/poffe/s no one,” the Nabob Fyzoola Khan made early 
Overtures for Peace to Colonel Alexander Champion, Commander in Chief of the Company’s 
Forces in Bengal: That he did propofe to the faid Colonel Alexander Champion, in Three Let- 
ters, received on the 14th, 24th, and 27th of May, to put himfelf under the Protection either see colonel Chame 
of the Company or of the Vizier, through the Mediation, and with the Guarantee of the Company ;  Pion’s Vindication, N° 
and that he did offer “‘ whatever was conferred upon him, to pay as much, without Damage or Defi- 
"€ ciency, as any other Perfon would agree to do;” ftating at the fame Time his Condition and 
Pretenfions hereinbefore recited, as Faéts “ evident as the Sun ;” and appealing, in a forcible and 
aweful Manner, to the Generofity and Magnanimity of this Nation, ‘ by whofe Means he hoped in 
** God that he fhould recelve Juftice ;” and as ‘* the Perfon who defigned the War was no more ;” 
as“ in that he was himfelf guiltlefs ;” and as ‘ he had never acted in fuch a Mariner, as for the 
“* Vizier to have taken Hatted to his Heart againft him; that he might be re-inftated in his 
“ ancient Poffefflons, the Country of his Father:” 

; : V. 

That on the latt of the Three Dates above-mentioned ; that is to fay, on the 27th of May, the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan did alfo fend to the Commander in Chief a Vakeel or Ambaffador, who was 
authorized on the Parc of him (the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, his Matter) to make‘a fpecific Offer of 

ree Prapolitions ; and that by One of the faid Propofitions “ an Annual Fincreafe of near £. 400,000 
Would have accrued ‘to the Revenues of our Ally, and the immediate Acquifition of above 
* £,390,000 to the Company, for their Influence in effecting an Accommodation perfectly con- 

: i with their Engagements so the Vizier,” and ftriétly copfonant to the Demands of 
untice, 

N° XXIl. 4 VI. That 
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Ne, 


D°. 


Colonel Champion's 
Lever, 28th May, fee 
Aj pendix De, No a7e 


Letter to Col. Champ. 
17th June See tbid. 


De, 
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VI. 

That fo great was the Confidence of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan In the juft, humane, and liberal 
Feelings of Englifhmen, as to “lull him into an Inactivity” of the moft effential Detriment to 
his Interefts; fince, ‘in the Hopes which he entertained, from the Interpofition of our Govern- 
“ ment,” he declined the Invitation of the Mogul to join the Arms of his Majefty and the Ma- 
ractas, ‘ refufed any Connection with the Seiks,” and did even neglect to take the obvious Pre- 
caution of crofling the Ganges, as he had originally intended, while the River was yet Fordable; a 
Movement that would have enabled him certainly to baffle all Purfuit, and probably “ to keep the 
“ Vizier in a State of Difquietude for the Remainder of his Life.” 


That the Commander in Chief, Colonel Alexander Champion aforefaid, “ thought nothing could 
be more honourable to this Nation than the Support of fo exalted a Character; and whilft it 
“ could be done on Terms fo advantageous, fuppofed it very unlikely that the Vakeel’s Pro- 
“ pofition fhould be received with Indifference :” That he did accordingly refer it to the Admini- 
{tration, through Warren Haftings, Efquire, then Governor of Fort William, and Prefident of 
Bengal; and he did at the fame Time enclofe to the faid Warren Haltings, a Letter from the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan to the faid Haftings; which Letter does not appear, but muft be fuppofed 
to have been of the fame Tenor with thofe before cited to the Commander in Chief; of which alfo 
Copies were fent to the faid Haftings by the Commander in Chief; and he (the Commander in 
Chief aforefaid) after urging to the faid Haftings fundry good and cogent Arguments of Policy 
and Prudence, in Favour of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, did conclude by ‘ withing for nothing 
fo much, as for the Adoption of fome Meafure that might ftrike all the Powers of the Eaft with 
“ Adimiration of our Juftice, in Contraft to the Conduct of the Vizier.” 


VII. 

That in Anfwer to fuch laudable With of the faid Commander in Chief, the Prefident (War- 
ren Eaftings) preferring his own prohibited Plans of extended Dominion to the mild, equitable, 
and wife Policy inculcated in the Standing Orders of his Superiors, and now enforced by the 
Recommendation of the Commander in Chief, did inftruét and ‘* defire” him, the faid Commander 
in Chief, “ inftead of foliciting the Vizier to relinquifh his Conqueft to Fyzoola Khan, to difcou- 
‘rage jt as much as was in his Power ;” although the faid Haftings did not once exprefs, or 
even intimate, any Doubt whatever of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan’s Innocence as to the Origin of 
the War, or of his Hereditary Right to the Territories which he claimed; but to the faid Pleas 
of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, as well as to the Arguments both of Policy and Juftice, advanced 
by the Commander in Chief, he the faid Haftings did folely oppofe certain fpeculative Objects 
of imagined Expediency; fumming up his decided Rejection cf the Propofals made by the Na- 
bob Fyzoola Khan in the following remarkable Words : 

With refpect to Fyzoola Khan, he appears not to merit our Confideration. The petty Sovereign 
“ of a Country eftimated at Six or Enght Lacks ought not for a Moment to prove an Impediment te 
“* any of our Meafures, or to affect the Confiftency of our Condudt,” 


IX. 

That, in the aforefaid violent and arbitrary Pofition, the faid Warren Haftings did avow it 
to be a public Principle of his Government, that no Right, however manifeft, and no Innocence, 
however unimpeached, could entitle the Weak to our Protection againft others, or] fave them from 
our own active Endeavours for their Oppreffion, and even Extirpation, fhould they interfere with 
our Notions of Political Expediency : And that fuch a Principle is highly derogatory to the Juftice 
and Honour of the Englifi Name, and fundamentally injurious to our Interefts, inafmuch as it 
hath an immediate Tendency to excite Diftruft, Jealoufy, Fear, and Hatred againft us among all 
the fubordinate Potentates of Hindoftan, 


[3 ] 


much Effufion of Blood in an immediate Attack on the Rohillas, pofted as they were, ina very 
“ ftrong Situation,” and “ combating for all.” 


XI, 

That the faid Haftings, in the Anfwer aforefaid, did further endeavour to enflame the Com- 
mander in Chief againit the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, by reprefenting ;the faid Nabob as “ highly 
“ prefuming, tnfolent, and evafive;” and knowing the Diftruft which the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
entertained of the Vizier, the faid Haftings did “ exprefsly defire it fhould be left wholly to the 
Vizier to treat with the Enemy by dis own Agents, and in bis own Manner ;” though he the 
faid Haftings ‘© by no Means wifhed the Vizier to lofe Time by feeking an Accommodation, 
 fince it would be more effectual, more decifive, and more confiftent with bis Dignity, indeed with 
“ bis Honour, which be bas already pledged, to abide by his Firft Offers to dictate the Condi- 
* tions of Peace, and to admit only an Acceptance without Refervation, or a clear Refufal from 
his Adverfary ;” thereby affecting to hold up, tn Oppofition to, and in Exclufion of, the fub- 
ftantial Claims of Jultice, certain ideal Obligations of Dignity and Honour, that is to fay, the 
Gratification of Pride, and the Obfervance of an arrogant Determination once declared. 


XII. 

That although the fard Anfwer did not reach the Commander in Chief until Peace was actually 
concluded ; and although the dangerous Confequences to be apprehended from the faid Anfwer 
were thereby prevented, yet by the Sentiments contained in the faid Anfwer Warren Hatftings, 
Efquire, did ftrongly evince his ultimate Adherence to all the former violent and unjuft Prin- 
ciples of his Conduct towards the Nabob Fyzoola Khan; which Principles were difgraceful to the 
Character, and injurious to the Interefts of this Nation: And that the faid Warren Hatftings did 
thereby, in a particular Manner, exclude himfelf from any Share of Credit for ‘* the honourable 
© Period put to the Rohilla War, which has in fome Degree done away the Reproach fo wan- 
 conly brought on the Englifh Name.” 


Letter from Colonel 
Champ. 26th Augul: 
See ibid, 


Letter to Col. Chimp. 
16th Sein, See ibid. 


Col. Champ. Vindi- 
cation. See Appa to 
D', N° 459 


Col. Champion's Let- 
ter, 6th Oftoher. See 
App* to D°, N® 44. 

Colone) Champion's 
Vindication. See App* 
to D°, N°4¢. 


Treaty of Lajl-D 
44 ang, 
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Rights of Fyzoola Khan, under the Treaty of Lall-Dang, 


t. 


That, notwithftanding the culpable and criminal Reluctance of the Prefident Hating’, heréinbe- 
fore recited a Treaty of Peace and Friendhip between the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah and the Ngboly 
Fyzoola Khan was finally figned and fealed, on the 7th OGober 1774, at a Place called Latte 
Dang, in the Prefence, and with the Atteftation of the Britifh Commander in Chief, Colonel Alex- 
ander Champion aforefaid; and that for the faid Treaty the Nabob Fyzoola Khan agreed to pay, 
and did actually pay, the valuable Confideration of Half his Treafure, to the Amount of 13 
Lacks of Rupees, or £. 150,000 Sterling, and upwards. : 


H. 

That by the faid Treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan was eftablithed in the quiet Poffeffion of 
Rampore, Shawabad, and “ fome other Diftriéts dependent thereon,” fubje€t to certain Conditionsy 
of which the more important were as follow ; 

‘© That Fyzoola Khan fhould retain in his Service 5,000 Troops, and not a fingle Man more: 

“© That with whomfoever the Vizier fhould make War, Fyzoola Khan thould tend Two or Three 
“¢ thoufand Men, according to bis Ability, to join the Forces of the Vizier : 

‘And that, if the Vizier fhould march in Perfon, Fyzoola Khan fhould himfelf accompany hiny 
with bis Troops.” 


Il. 
That from the Terms of the Treaty above recited it doth plainly, pofitively, and indifputably 
appear, that the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in cafe of War, was not bound to furnifh more than Three 
thoufand Men under any Conftruction, unlefs the Vizier fhould march in Perfon, 


IV. 

That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan was not pofitively bound to furnifh fo many as 3,000 Men, but 
an indefinite Number, not more than Three, and not lefs than Two thoufand; that, of the precife 
Number within fuch Limitations, the Ability of Fyzoola Khan, and not the Dilcretion of the Vizier, 
was to be the Standard; and that fuch Ability could only mean, that which was equitably 
confiftent not only with the external Defence of his Jaghire, but with the internal good Management 
thereof, both as to its Police and Revenue. 


V. 

That even in cafe the Vizier fhould march in Perfon, it might be reafonably doubted, whether the 
Perfonal Service of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan * with his Troops” muft be underftood to be, with af 
his Troops, or only with the Number before ttipulated, not more that Three, and not lefs than Two 
thoufand Men; and that the latter is the Interpretation finally adopted by Warren Haftings afore. 
faid, and the Council of Bengal, who in a letter to the Court of Directors, dated April sth 1783, 
reprefent the Claufes of the Treaty relative to the ftipulated Aid as meaning fimply, that Fyzoola 
Khan “ fhould fend 2 or 3,000 Men to join the Vizier’s Forces, or attend in Perfon, in cafe it fhould 
“ be requifite.” 


VI. 

That from the aforefaid Terms of the Treaty, it doth not fpecifically appear of what the ftipulated 
Aid thould confift, whether of Horfe or Foot, or in what Proportion of both; but that it is the 
recorded Opinion, maturely formed by the faid Haftings and his Council, in January 1983, that 
even “a fingle Horfeman included in the Aid which Fyzoola Khan might furnifh, would prove 
© a literal Compliance with the Stipulation,” 


VII. 
That, in the Event of any Doubt fairly arifing from the Terms of the Treaty, the Nabob Fyzools 
Khan, in Confideration of his hereditary Right to the whole Country, and the Price by him actually 
paid for the faid Treaty, was in Equity entitled to the molt favourable Conftrudction, 


VIE. 
That, from the Atteftation of Colonel Champion aforefaid, the Government of Calcutta acquired: 


z the 
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the fame Right to interpofe with the Vizier for the Prote€lion of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, as they 
the faid Government had before claimed from a fimilar Atteftation of Sir Robert Barker, to aflilt 
the Vizier in extirpating the whole Nation of the faid Fyzoola Khan; more elfpecially, as in the Cate 
of Sir Robert Barker ic was contrary to the Remonftrances of the then Adminiftration, and the tur- 
theft from the Intentions of the faid Barker himfelf, that his Atteflation fhould involve the Cons. 
pany; but the Atteftation of Colonel Champion was authorized by all the Powers of the Govern- 
ment, as a ** Sanction” intended “ to add Validity” to the Treaty: That they the faid Govern- 
ment, and in particular the faid Warren Haftings, as the firft executive Member of the fame, were 
bound by the Ties of natural Juftice duly to exercife the aforefaid Right, if Need were; and that 
their Duty fo to interfere was more particularly enforced by the Spirit of the Cenfures paft both by 
the Dire€tors and Proprietors in the Rohilla War, and the Satisfaction expreffed by the Diredtors, 
‘* in the honourable End put to that War.” 


Ne XXII. Guarantee 


GENERAL 
REFERENCE, 

8th Report of the 
Select Committee, and 
Appe 4, 243 


Letter of Mr, Barwell, 
16th March. 


Letter from Middle- 
ton, gdAprilt778, N° a, 


Nn. 


S-t Aap. to sth Rep, 
@f Sent Com, N° a7, 
See Ibid, N 28, 


Mr. Middleton’s Let- 
terto Mr. B, 2oth April 
1770s 

Mr. H.'s Minute, 
March gth,1778, Nu, 


Mr. Middleton’s Let- 
ter, 2gth February. 
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Guarantee of the Treaty of Lall-Dang. 





S| 


T HAT during the Life of the Vizier Sujah ul Dowla, and for fome Time after his Death, undet 

his Son and Succeffor Afoph ul Dowla, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did remain without Difturbance 
or Moleftation: ‘hat he did all the while imagine his Treaty to be under the Sanction of the Com- 
pany, from Colonel Champion’s affixing his Signature thereto as a Witnefs, ‘ which Signature, as 
“ he (Fyzoola Khan) {uppofed,” rendered the Company the Arbitrators between the Vizier and himfelf, 
in cate of Difputes: And that, being “ a Man of Senfe but extreme Pufillanimity, a good Farmer, 
** fond of Wealth, not poffeffed of the Pafion of Ambition,” he did peaceably apply himielf to “ im- 
“ prove the State of his Country ; and did, by bis owm Prudence and Attention, encreafe the Revenues 
“ thereof beyond the Amount {pecified in Sujah ul Dowla’s Grant.” 


If. 

That in the Year 1777, and in the beginning of the Year 1778, being ‘ alarmed at the young 
 Vizier’s Refumption of a Number of faghires, granted by his Father to differext Perfons, and the 
* [njuftice and Oppreflion of his Conduct in general ;” and having now Iearned (from whom does 
not appear, but probably from fome Perlon fuppofed of competent Authority) that Colonel Cham- 
pion formerly witneffed the Treaty as a private Perfon, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did make frequent 
and urgent Solications to Nathaniel Middleton, Ejquire, then Refident at Oude, and to Warren 
Maftings aforefaid, then Governor General of Bengal, ** for a Renovation of his (the Nabob Fy- 
** zoola Khan’s) Treaty with the late Vizier, and the Guarantee of the Company,” or for a * fepa- 
** rate Agreement with the Company for his Defence,” confidering them (the Company) as °* the 
© only Power in which he had Confidence, and to which he could look up for Protection,” 


Hl. 

That the faid Refident Middleton, and the faid Governor General Haflings, did not, as they were 
in Duty bound to do, endeavour to allay the Apprehenfions of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, by affur- 
ing him of his Safety under the Sanction of Colonel Champion’s Atteftation aforefaid ; but by their 
Criminal Neglect, if not by pofitive Expreffions (as there is juft Ground, from their fubfequent 
Language and Conduét, to believe) they, the faid Middleton and the faid Haftings, did at leaft 
keep alive and confirm (whoever may have originally {uggefted) the faid Apprehenfion; and that 
fuch Neglect alone was the more highly culpable in the faid Haftings, inafmuch as he, the faid 
Haftings, in conjunction with other Members of the Select Committee of the then Prefidency of 
Bengal, did on the 17th of September 1774, wre to Colonel Champion aforefaid, publickly autho- 
rizing him the faid Colonel Champion to join his Sanéion to the Accommodations agreed on 
(between the Vizier Sujah ul Dowla, and the Nabob F’yzoola Khan) ¢o add to their Validity, and, on 
the 6th of October following, did again write to the faid Colonel Champion more explicitly, to join 
his Sanélion, “ either by attefting the Treaty, or acting as Guarantee on the Part of the Company, for 
“the Performance of it,” both which Letters, though they did not arrive until after the actual 
Signature of the faid Colonel Champion, do yet incontrovertibly mark the folemn Intention of the 
faid Committee (of which the faid Haftings was Prefident) that the Sanction of Colonel Champion’s 
Atteitation fhould be regarded as a Public, not a Private Sanction ; and it was more peculiarly in- 
cumbent on fuch Perfons who had been Members of che faid Committee, fo to regard the fame, 


IV. 

That the faid Warren Haftings was further guilty of much Criminal Concealment for the 
Space of ‘* Twelve Months,” inafmuch as he did not lay before the Board the frequent and urgent 
Solicitations which he, the faid Haftings, was continually receiving from the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 
until the gth of March 1978, on which Day the faid Haftings did communicate to the Council a 
Public Letter of the aforefaid Middleton, Refident at Oude, acquainting the Board that he (the faid 
Middleton) taking Occafion from a late Application of Fyzoola Khan for the Company’s Guarantee, 
had deputed Mr, Daniel OCtavus Barwell (Affiftant Refident at Benares, but then on a Vifit to the 
Refident Middleton at Lucknow) to proceed with a fpecial Commiffion to Rampore, there to enquire 
on the Spot into the Truth of certain Reports circulated to the Prejudice of Fyzoola Khan; which 
Reports however the faid Middleton did afterwards confefs himfelf to have “ always” thought * in 
“ the bighe Degree improbable.” 

“That the faid Refident Middleton did * requeft to know whether, on Proof of Fyzoola Khan's 
* Innocence, the Honourable Board would be pleafed to grant him (the ReGident) Permiffpn. 4 com- 


5 * ply 


[7] 


ply with his (Fyzoola Khan’s) Requeft, of the Company’s guaranteeing his Treaty with the Vis 
“ zier.”” And the faid Middleton, in Excufe for having irregularly ** availed himfelf of the Abilities 
6 of Mr. Daniel Barwell,” who belonged co another Station, and for deputing him with the aforefaid 
Commiffion to Rampore, without the previous Knowledge of the Board, did urge the Plea ‘* of im- 
“ mediate Necgfity;” and that tuch Plea, if the Neceffity really exifted, was a ftrong Charge and 
Accufation againft the faid Warren Haftings, from whofe Criminal Neglect and Concealment the 
Urgency of fuch Neceflity did arife, 


V, 

That the Governor General, Warren Haftings aforefaid, did immediately move “ that the Board 
‘ approve the Deputation of Mr. Daniel Barwell, and that the Refident (Middleton) be authorized 
** to offer the Company’s Guarantee for the Oblervance of the Treaty {ubfilting between the Vizier 
© and Fyzoola Khan, provided it meets with the Vizier’s Concurrence :” And that the Governor Ge- 
neral’s Propofition was refolved in the Affirmative; the ufual Majority of Council then confifting of 
Richard Barwell, Efquire, a near Relation of Daniel OGavus Barwell aforelaid, and the Governor 
“General, Warren Haftings, who, in cafe of an Equality, had the Cafting Voice. 


VI. 

That on receiving from Mr. Daniel Barwell full and early Affurance of Fyzoola Khan’s ‘ having 
s+ preferved every Article of his Treaty inviolate,” the Refident Middleton applied for the Vizier’s 
Concurrence, which was readily obtained; the Vizier however premiing that he gave his Confent, 
‘« taking it for granted, that on Fyzoola Khan’s receiving the Treaty, and Khelaut (or Robe of 
« Honour) he was to make him a Return of the complimentary Prefents ufually offered on fuch 
 Occafions, and of fuch an Amount as foould be a Manifeftation of Fyzoola Kban’s due Senfe of bis 
% Friendhip, and [uilable to bis Excellency’s Rawk to receive ;” and that the Refident Middleton ** did 
make himfelf in fome Meafure reiponfible for che faid Prefents being obtained,” and did write to 
Mr. Danicl Barwell accordingly. 


VIL. 

That agreeably to the Refolutian of Council hereinbefore recited, the folicited Guarantee, under 
the Seal of the Refident Middleton, thus duly authorized on Behalf of the Company, was tranfmit- 
ted, together with the renewed ‘Treaty, to Mr. Danicl Barwell aforefaid at Rampore ; and that they 
were both by him, the faid Barwell, prefented to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, with a Solemnity not 
often paralleled, * in the Psefence of the greateft Part of the Nabob’s Subjects who were aflembled, 
‘* thac the Ceremony might create a full Belief in the Breaft of all his People, that the Company 
** would protect him as long as he ftrictly adhered to the Lesser of his Treaty.” 


VIE. 

That in the Conclufion of the faid Ceremony the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did deliver to the faid 
Barwell, for the Ufe of the Vizier, a Nuzzer (or Prefent) of Elephants, Horfes, 8c. and did add 
thereto a Lack of Rupees, or f. 10,000 and upwards ; which Sum the faid Barwell, “ not being au- 
“ thorized to accept any pecuniary Confideration, did at firft refufe; but upon Fyzoola Kl.an’s 
“ urging, that on fuch Occafions it was the invariable Cuftom of Hindoftan, and that tf muaft on the 
“* prefent be expelied, as it had been formerly the Cafe” (but when, does not appear) ; he the fard 
Barwell did accept the faid Lack in the Name of the Vizier, our Ally, ‘in whofe Wealth (as 
Warren Haftings on another Occafion obferved) we fhould participate,” and on whom we at that 
Time had an accumulating Demand. 


IX, 

That over and above the Lack of Rupees thus prefented to the Vizier, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
did likewile offer One other Lack of Rupees, or upwards of £. 10,000 more, for the Company, “as 
“© fome Acknowledgment of the Obligation he received: That although fuch Acknowledgment 
‘© was not pretended to be the invariable Cuftom of Hindoftan on fuch Occafions, however it might 
‘+ on the prefent be expected,” Mr. Daniel Barwell aforelaid (knowing probably the Difpofition and 
Views of the then actual Government at Calcutta) did not, even at fir, decline the faid Offer, bur, 
as he was not empowered to accept it, did immediately propofe taking a Bond for the Amount, until 
the Pleafure of the Board fhould be known. 

That the Offer was accordingly communicated by the faid Barwell to the Refident Middleton, to 
be by him the Refident referred to the Board; and that it was fo referred: That in Reply to the 
faid Reference of the Refident Middleton, the Governor General (Warren Haftings) did move and 
carry a Vote of Council, ‘* authorizing Mr. Middleton to accept the Offer made by Fyzoola Khan 
‘to the Company, of One Lack of Rupecs,” without affigning any Reafon whatever in Support 
of the faid Motion, notwithftanding it was objected by a Member of the Board, ‘ that it the 
“© Meafure was right, it became us to adopt it without fuch a Confideration ;” and that “ our ac- 
*¢ cepting of the Lack of Rupees as a Recompence for our Interpofition, is beneath the Dignity of 
* this Government (of Calcutta) and will difcredic us in the Kyes of the Indian Powers,” 

That the Acceptance of the faid Sum, in this Circumitance, was beneath the Dignity of the faid 
Government, and did 34 fo to difcredit us; and that the Motion of the faid Haftings for fuch 
Acceptance was therefore highly derogatory to the Honour of this Nation. ‘ 

. That 


March gth 1778. See 
App. to D’, Nea, 


Mr. Barwell's Lettet 
to Mr. M. 26th March, 
See 8th Report. 


Mr. Middleton's Let- 
ter, 8 April 1778, See 
App to De, No gs 


Mr. Rarwcll’s Letter, 
mth April, See Ibid: 
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X. 

May Bs beet. That the aforefaid Member of the Council did further difapprove altogether of che Guarantee, 
“ as unneceflary” and that another Member of Council, Richard Barwell, Efquire, the near Relation 
of Daniel Oftavus Barwell, hereinbefore named, did declare (but after the faid Guarantee had saken 
Place) that « this Government (of Calcutta) was in Faét engaged, by Colonel ear Signature 
* being to the Treaty with Fyzoola Khan,” that the {aid unneceffary Guarantee did not only fub- 
ject to an heavy Expence a Prince whom we were bound to protect, but did further produce in his 
oh teat! Mind the following obvious and natural Conclufion; namely, “ shat the Signature of any Perfon, 
rth 1778, Noa ** in ewbatever public Capacity be at prefent appears, will not,be valid and of Effet, as foon as fome other 
“ fall fill bis Station ,* a Conclufion however immediately tending to the total Difcredic of all 
Powers, delegated from the Board to any individual Servant of the Company, aad confequently to 
clog, perplex, and embarrafs, in future, all Tranfactions carried on at a Diftance from the Seat of 
Government, and to difturb the Security of all Perfons poffeffing Inftruments already fo ratified ; yet 
the only Conclufion left to Fyzoola Khan, which did not involve fome Affront, cither to the private 
Honour of the Company’s Servants, or to the public Honour of the Company itfelf; and that the 
Sufpicions which originated from the faid Idea in the Breaft of !Fyzoola Khan, to the Prejudice of 
the Refident Middleton's Authority, did compel the Governor General, Warren Hattings, to obviate 
the bad Effects of his Firft Motion for the Guarantee, by a Second Motion; namely, * that a Letter 
wig eM Ste be written to Fyzoola Khan from mytelf, confirming the Obligations of the Company, as Guarantees 
to the Treaty formed between him and the Vizier; which will be equivalent in its Effect, though 

‘f not in Form, to an Engagement fent him with the Company’s Seal affixed to it.” 


© See Qrig, * XII. 
That whether the Guarantee aforefaid was or was not neceffary, whether it created a new Ob- 
ligation, or but more fully recognized an Obligation previoufly exifting ; the Governor General, 
arren Haftings, by the faid Guarantee, did, in the moft explicit Manner, pledge and’ commut the 
Public Faith of the Company, and the Nation; and that by the fubfequent Letter of the faid 
Haftings (which he at his own Motion wrote, confirming to Fyzoola Khan the aforefaid Guarantee) 
the faid Haftings did again pledge and commit the Public Faith of the Company and the Nation, in a 
Manner (as the faid Haitings himfelf remarked) ** equivalent to an Engagement with the Company’s 
a sg affixed to it; and more particularly binding the faid Haftings Perfonally to exa&t a due Ob- 
fervance of the guaranteed Treaty, efpecially to protect the Nabob Fyzoola Khan againit any atbie 
bitrary Conftruction, or unwarranted Requifition of the Vizier, 


[9] 


Thanks of the Board to Fyzoola Khan, 





ma T foon after the Completion of the Guarantee, in the fame Year 1778, Intelligence was fe. 
ceived in India of a War between England and France: That on the Firft Intimation thereof 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, * being indireétly founded,” did fhew much * Promptnefs to render the 
“ Company any Affiftance within the Bounds of his Finances and Ability ;” and that by the Sug- 
geftion of the Refident Middleton, hereinbefore named, he (the Nabob F yzoola Khan) in a Letter ¢o 
the Governor General and Council, did make a voluntary «* Offer to maintain 2,000 Cavalry (all he 
«* had) for our Setvice ;” ** though he was underno Obligation to furmifh the Company with a fingle 
“© Man.” 


II, 
That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did even * anticipate the Wifhes of the Board,” and that ¢ on 
“an Application made to him by Lieutenant Colonel Muir,” the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did, 
“© without Hefitation or Delay,” furnith him (the faid Muir) with 500 of his belt Cavalry. 


That the faid Conduct of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan was communicated by the Company’s Ser- - 


vants, both to each other, and to their Employers, with Expreffions of “ Pleafure” and “ particular 
«¢ Satisfaction,” as an Event ‘* even furpaffing their Expectations :” That the Governor General, 
Warren Haftings, was Officially requefted to convey ‘* the Thanks of the Board;” and that, not fa- 
tisfied with the bare Difcharge of his Duty, under the faid Requett, he the faid Haftings did, on the 
8th of January 1779, write to Fyzoola, ‘that in bis own Name,” as well as “ that of the Board, he 
© (the faid Haftings) returned him the warme# Thanks for this Inftance of his faithful Attachment 
*© to the Company and the Englifh Nation,” 


* IV, 

That by the ftrong Expreffions above recited, the faid Warren Haftings did deliberately and em- 
hatically add his own particular Confirmation to the general Teftimony of the Nabob Fyzoola 
han’s meritorious Fidelity, and of his confequent Claim on the Generofity, no lefs than the Juftice, 

of the Britifh Government, 


N° XXII. Demand 


Letter of Mr, Middleton, 5 
December. See ibid, N° 4 


Letter of the Direétors, Fe 
ruary 14, 1783, 


Mr. Middleton's Letters 
Council, 26th January 17; 
See ibid. 

Mr. M.'s Do, ¢6th B 
19778, See ibid. 

Letter of Council to Direéto: 
ft February 1779. Sce ibid. 

Mr. Middleton's Letters 
Council, 26th December. 

Letter of Council to Direétor 
Mt February 1979, 

Mr. Middleton's Letter 
Council, 26th December 179° 

D° sth December 1778, 
ath December 1778, 
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Demand of Five Thoufand Horfe. 





I, 

H AT, notwithftanding his own private Honour, thus deeply engaged, notwithftanding the Pub- 
lic Juftice and Generofity of the Company and the Nation, thus folemnly committed, difregard- 
ing the plain Import and pofitive Terms of the guaranteed Treaty, the Governor General, Warren 
Hatftings aforefaid, in November 1780 (while a Body of Fyzoola Khan’s Cavalry, voluntarily granted, 
were ftill {erving under a Britifh Officer) did recommend to the Vizier “ to require from Fyzoola 
“ Khan the Quota of Troops ftipulated by ‘Treaty to be furnifhed by the latter for his (the Vizier’s) 
« Service, being Five THousanb Horsz ;” though, as the Vizier did not march in Perfon, he was 
not, under any Conftruction of the Treaty, entitled by Stipulation, to more than “ Two or Tbree 
See Treaty of Lall-Dang, See “© thoufand Troops,” Worfe and Foot, “ according to the Ability of Fyzoola Klan:” And that, 
See 8 Rep. whereas the faid Warren Haftings, would have been guilty of very criminal Perfidy, if he had fim- 
- ply neglected to interfere as a Guarantee, againft a Demand thus plainly contrary to the Faith of 
Treaty, fo he aggravated the Guilt of his Perfidy, in the moft atrocious Degree, by being himfelf the 
Firft Mover and Initigator of that Injuftice, which he was bound by fo many Ties on himfelf, the 
. Company, and the Nation, not only not to promote, but by every Exertion of Authority, Influence, 

aod Power, to controul, to divert, or to refift, 


II, 
That the Anfwer of Fyzoola Khan to the Vizierdid reprefent, with many Expreffions of Deference, 
Duty, and Allegiance, that 
Bengal Confult,rsthTebruary = “The whole Force allowed him was but Five thoufand Men,” and that * thefe confifted of Two 
ue “ thoufand Horle, and Three thoufand Foot; which (he adds) in Confequence of our intimate 
“‘ Connection, are equally yours and the Company’s;” though he does fubfequently intimate, that 
“‘ the Three thoufand Foot are for the Management of the Concerns of his Jaghire, and without them 
** the Collections can never be made in Time.” 
That on the Communication of the faid Anfwer to the Governor General, Warren Flaftings, he the 
; faid Haftings (who, as the Council now confifted only of himfelf, and Edward Wheler, Efquire, 
apicttst of Sir Eyre Coote, rf *¢ united in his own Perfon all the Powers of Government)” was not induced to relax from his un- 
fult.27 April 781. 6 «Juft Purpofe ; but did proceed with new Violence to record, that 
Bengal Confuit, February  ‘¢ Lhe Nabob Fyzoola Khan bad evaded the Performance of bis Part of the Treaty between the late 
ago 7eM « Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah and him, to which the Honourable Company were Guarantees, and upon 
« which he was lately fummoned to furnifh the ftipulated Number of Troops, which he is obliged to 
‘¢ furnifh, on the Condition by which he holds the Jaghire granted to him.” 

That by the vague and indefinite Term of Evafion, the faid Warren Haftings did introduce a 
loofe and arbitrary Principle of interpreting formal Engagements which ought to be regarded, more 
efpecially by Guarantees, in a Senfe the mott literally {crupulous and precife. 

That he charged with fuch Evafion, a moderate, humble, and fubmiffive Reprefentation, on a Point 
which would have warranted a peremptory Refufal, and a pofitive Remonftrance ; and that in Con- 
fequence of the faid imputed Evafion he indicated a Difpofition to attach fuch a Forfeiture, as in 
Juftice could only have followed from a grofs Breach of Treaty; though the faid Haltings did not 
then pretend any actual Infringement, even of the Jeaft among the Conditions to which, in the Name 
of the Company he, the faid Haftings, was the executive Guarantee. 


ei, ratince’s Narrative of That however ‘* the Number of Troops ftipulated by Treaty may have been underftood,” at the 

ys 6. gto Edit. Calcutta 3982, Period of the original Demand, ** to be Five thoufand Horfe,” yet the faid Warren Haftings, at the 

Time when he recorded the fuppofed Evafion of Fyzoola Khan’s Anfwer to the faid Demand, could 

not be unacquainted with the exprefs Words of the Stipulation, as a Letter of the Vizier, inferted 

in the fame Confultation, refers the Governor General to inclafed Copies « of all Engagements 

** entered into by the late Vizier, and by himfelf (the reigning Vizier) with Fyzoola Khan ,” and 

that the Treaty itfelf therefore was at the very Moment before the faid Warren Haftings; which 

Treaty (as the faid Haftings obferved with refpect to another Treaty, in the Cafe of another Perfon) 

ObfervationsoaMr. Briftow’s ** molt affuredly does not contain a Syllable to juftify his Conduct ; but by the unexampled Latitude 

ee “¢ which he affumes in his Conftructions, he may, if he pleafes, extort this or any other Meaning from 
‘any Part of it.” 


IV. That 


[ir | 
IV. 

That the Vizier himfelf appears by no Means to have been perfuaded of his own Right to Five 
thoufand Horle under the Treaty ; fince in his Correfpondence on the Subjeét, he (the Vizier) no 
where mentions the Treaty as the Ground of his Demand, except where he is recapitulating to the 
Governor General, Warren Hattings, the Subftance of his (the faid Haftings’s) own Letters ; on the 
contrary, the Vizier hints his A prehenficns left Fyzoola Khan fhould appeal to the Treaty againtt 
the Demand, as a Breach thereof, in which Cafe he (the Vizier) informs the faid Haftings of the pro- 
jected Reply : “ Should Fyzoola Khan (fays the Vizier) mention any Thing of the Tenor of the 
“ Treaty, the lir/t Breach of it has been committed by him, in keeping up more Men than allowed of by 
« the Treaty: I bave accordingly fent a Perfon to feitle that Point alfo. In cafe he fhould mention to 
‘© me any Thing refpecting the Treaty, 1 will then reproach him with having kept up too many 
«© Troops, and will oblige him to fend the Five thoufand Horfe ;” thereby clearly intimating, that 
a Remonttrance againft the Demand, as a Breach of Treaty, could only be anfwered by charging 
a prior Breach of Treaty on Fyzoola Khan ; fo, by annulling the whole Treaty, to reduce the Queftion 
to a mere Queftion of Force, and thus “ oblige Fyzoola Khan to fend the Five thoufand Horfe :” 
<“¢ For (continues the Vizier) if, when the Company’s Affairs, on which my Honour depends, require 
it, Fyzoola Khan will not lend his Affiftance, what Use is there to continue the Country to him 2” 

That the Vizier a€tually did make his Application to Fyzoola Khan for the 5,000 Horfe, not as for 
an Aid, to which he had a juft Claim, but as for fomething over and above the Obligations of the 
Treaty, fomething ‘* that would give Increafe to their Friendfhip, and Satisfaction to the Nabob 
*‘ Governor,” (meaning the faid Haftings) whofe Directions he reprefents as the Motive * of his Call 
**-for the 5,000 Horfe to be employed,” not in his (the Vizier’s) but in the “* Company's Service.” 

And, That the aforefaid Warren Haftings did therefore, in recording the Anfwer of Fyzoola 
Khan, as an Evafion of Treaty, act in notorious Contradiction, not only to that which ought to have 
been the fair Conftruétion of the faid Treaty, but to that which he the faid Haftings muft have 
known to be the Vizier’s own Interpretation of the fame, difpofed as the Vizier was, ‘ to reproach F'y- 
* zoola Khan with Breach of Treaty,” and to “* fend up Perfons who should fettle Points with him.” 


V. 

That the faid Warren Haftings, not thinking himfelf juftified, on the mere Plea of an Evafion, to 
puth forward his Proceedings to that Extremity which he feems already to have made his Scope and 
Object, and feeking fome better Colour for his unjuft and violent Purpofes, did further move, that 
Commiffioners fhould be fent from the Vizier and the Company to Fyzoola Khan, to infift on a Claufe 
of a Treaty, which no where appears, being effentially different from the Treaty of Lall-Dang, 
though not in the Part on which the Requifition is founded: And the faid Haftings did then, ina 
Style unufually imperative, proceed as follows : 

© Demand immediate Delivery of 3,000 Cavalry , and if be foould evade, or refufe Compliance, that the 
St Deputies foall deliver bim a formal Prote? againft him for Breach of Treaty, and return, making this 
* Report to the Vizier, which Mr. Middleton is to tranfmit to the Board.” 


VI. 
That the faid Motion of the Governor General Haftings was ordered accordingly, the Council, as 
already has been herein related, confifting but of Two Members, and the faid Haftings confequently 
“ uniting in his own Perfon all the Powers of Government,” 


_ Vit. 

That when the faid Haftings ordered the faid Demand for 3,000 Cavalry, he the faid Haftings 
well knew that a Compliance therewith, on the Part of the Nabob [’yzoola Khan, was utterly im- 
poffible; for he, the faid Haftings, had at the very Moment before him a Letter of Fyzoola Khan, 
ftating that he, Fyzoola Khan, had ‘* but Two thoufand Cavalry” altogether; which Letter is en- 
tered on the Records of the Company, in the fame Confultation, immediately preceding the Governor 
General’s Minute. That the faid Haftings therefore knew, that the only poffible Confequence of 
the aforefaid Demand neceffarily and inevitably muft be a Proteft for a Breach of Treaty; and the 
Court of Direétors did not hefitate to declare, that the faid Demand “ carried the Appearance of a 
“ Determination to create a Pretext for depriving him (Fyzoola Khan) of his Jaghire entirely, or to 
“ Jeave him at the Mercy of the Vizier,” 


VAI. 

That Richard Johnfon, Efguire, Affiftant Refident at Oude, was, agreeably to the afore-mentioned 
Order of Council, deputed Commiffioner from Mr. Middleton and the Vizier to Fyzoola Khan ; 
but that he did early give the moft indecent Proofs of glaring Partiality, to the Prejudice of the faid 
Fyzoola Khan: For that the very next Day (as it feems) after his Arrival, he the faid Johnfon, from 
Opinions imbibed in his Journey, did ftate himfelf to be “ unwilling to draw any favourable or flat- 
“ tering Inferences relatively to the Object of his Miffion;” and did ftudioufly feek to find new 
Breaches of Treaty; and without any Form of regular Enquiry whatever, from a fingle Glance 
of his Eve in paffing, did take upon himfelf to pronounce ‘ the Rohilla Soldiers, in the Duil- 
** tri€t of Ranpore alone, to be not lefs than 20,000,” and the Grant of courfe to be forfeited. And 


that fuch a grots and palpable Difplay of a Pre-determination to difcover Guilt, did argue in a . 
3 Onntjon 


Bengal Confult. Fos 
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Johnfon a Knowledge, a ftrong Prefumption, or a Belief, that fuch Reprefentations would be agree- 
able to the fecret Withes and Views of the faid Haftings, under whofe Orders he the {aid Johnfon 
acted, and to whom all his Reports were to be referred. 


IX. 

That the faid Richard Johnfon did foon after proceed to the immediate Object of his Miffion, 
“which (the faid Johnfon relates) was fhort to a Degree.” The Demand was made, and “a flac 
“ Refufal” given; the Queltion was repeated, with like Effect. The faid Johnion, in Prefence of 
proper Witneffes, then drew up his Proteft, ‘ together with a Memorandum of a palliative Offer 
“ made by the Nabob Fyzoola Khan,” and inferted in the Protett : 

«“ That he would, in Compliance with the Demand, and * in Conformity to the Treaty, which /pe- 
<< cifed no definite Number of Cavalry or Infantry, only exprefing Troops, furmith 3,000 Men; viz. he 
«would, in Addition to the 1,000 Cavalry already granted, give 1,000 more, when and where. 
“ foever required, and 1,000 Foot;” together with One Year’s Pay in Advance, and Funds for the 
repular Payment of them in future. 

And this (the faid Richard Johnion obferves) ** 1 put down at his (the Nabob Fyzoola Khan’s) par- 
“ ticular Defire, but otherwile ufelefs, as my Orders (which Orders do not appear) were not to receive 
“ any Palliation, but a Negative or Affirmative ;” though fuch Palliation, as itis called by the faid 
Johnfon, might be, as it was, in the ftricteit Conformity to the Treaty. 


X. 

That in the faid Offer the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, inftead of palliating, did at once adauit the extreme 
Right of the Vizier, under the Treaty, by agreeing to furnifh 3,000 Men when he (Fyzoola Khan) 
would have been juftified in pleading his Inability to fend more than Two thouland. That fuch In- 
ability would not (as appears) have been a falie and evafive Plea, but perfectly true and vabd; as 
the Three thoufand Foot maintained by Fyzoola Khan were for the Purpofes of his internal Goa 
vernment, for which the whole Three thoufand muft have been demonftrably neceffary: And that 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, by declining to avail himfelf of a Plea fo fair, fo well tounded, and fo 
confonant to the Indulgence exprefsly acknowledged in the Treaty, and by thus meeting the fpecific 
Demand of the Vizier as fully as, according to his own Military Eftablifhment, he could, did, for 
the faid Offer, deferve rather the Thanks of the faid Vizier and the Company than the Proteft which 
the aforefaid Johnfon, under the Orders of Warren Haftings, did deliver, 


XI. 

That the Report of the faid Proteft, as well as the former Letter of the faid Johnfon, were by the 
Refident, Middleton, tranfmitted to the Board, together with a Letter from the Vizier, founded on 
the faid Report and Lerter of the faid Johnfon, and propofing in confequence ‘‘ to refume the Grant, 
“ and to Jeave Fyzoola Khan to join his other faithlefs Brethren, who were fent acrofs the Ganges.” 

That the faid Papers were read in Council on the 4th of June 1781, when the Governor General, 
Warren Haftings, did move and carry a Vote to fufpend a final Refolution on the fame; and the faid 
Hatftings did notexprefs any Difapprobation of the Proceedings of the faid Johnfon, neither did the 
faid Haftings affign any Reafons for his Motion of Sufpenfion, which paffed without Debate. That 
in Truth the faid Haftings had then projected a Journey up the Country to meet the Vizier, for the 
Settlement of Articles relative to the Regulation of Oude and its Dependencies, among which was 
included the Jaghire of Fyzoola Khan; and the faid Haftings, for the aforefaid Purpofes, did, on 
the 3d of July, by his own Cafting Vote, grant to himfelf, and did prevail on his Colleague, Edward 
Wheler, Efquire, to grant a certain illegal Delegation of the whole Powers of the Governor General 
and Council ; and on the Seventh of the fame Month did proceed on his Way to join the Vizier, at 
a Place called Chunar, on the Borders of Benares; and that the aforefaid Vote, of fufpending a final 
Refolution on the Tranfactions with Fyzoola Khan, was therefore in Subftance and Effect a Reference 
thereof by the {aid Haftings, from himfelf in Council with his Colleague Wheler, to himfelf in Con. 
ference and Negociation with the Vizier, who, from the Firft Demand of the 5,000 Horfe, had taken 
every Occafion of fhewing his Inclination to difpoffefs Fyzoola Khan, and who, before the faid De. 

G+ Nibobs Letter, mand (in a Letter which does not appear, but which the Vizier himfelf quotes as antecedent to the 

fee Someli-June 4th fad Demand) had complained to the faid Haftings of the * Injury and Irregularity in the Manage- 
«¢ ment of the Provinces bordering on Rampore, arifing from Fyzoola Khan having the ineontrculed 
«© Dominion of that Diftrict.” 
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yh AT the Govertior Gengral, Warren, Hakings, being yeited with the illegal Powers before re- 

cited, did, on the roth of September 1781, enser into ¢ Treaty with the Vizier at Chunar; which 
Prepty (as the faid Haftiogs ag ris ear aiy a from a Seviey of Requilitions prefented ¢o 
* him (the faid Haftings) by rhe Vizier,” and by him receyved “ with an inftant and unqualified 
“ Affent to tach Amicle ;” and thas the faid Haftings affigns his Regfons for fuch ready Affeas in 
the'folldwing Words: “* I confidered the Subjetts of his (the Vizier’s) Requefts as effeatial to the 
© Reputation of our Government, and no lefs to our Intereft than his,” 


I. 

That in the faid Treaty. of Chunar, the Third Article ic as follows : 

That as Fyzoola Khan hag by his Breach of Treaty forfeited the Prote€tion of the Englifh Go- 
«* vernment, and caules, by his Continuance in his prefent independent State, great Alarm and ‘De- 
“ triment t the Nabob Vizier, he be permitted, when Time fhgll fuit, to relume his Lands, and 
*< pay him in Maney, through the Refident, the Amount ftipulated by Treaty, after deducting the 
* Amount and Charpes of the Troops he ftands engaged to furnifh by Treaty; which Amount fhall 
* be pafled to the Account of the Company during the Continuance of the prefent War.” 


That for the better Elucidation of his Policy in the feveral Articles of the Treaty above mentioned, 
the iaid Haftings did fend to the Council of Calcutta (now coafifting of Edward Wheler and John 
Macpherfon, Efquires) Two different Copies of the faid Treaty, with explanatory Minutes appofed 
to each Article; and that the Minute appofed to the Third Article is thus exprefied : 

* The Conduct of Fyzoola Khan, in refufing the Aid demanded, though ‘not an abjolute Breach 
“* of Treaty, was ovalive and yncandid, * The Demand was made for 5,000 tevale ‘The Engagement 
in the Treaty is literally for 5,009 Horfe and Fags. Fyaoala Khan cppld not be ignorant that we 
*t had no Occafioa for any Succours of Infantry fram him, and that Cavalry would be of the moft 
* effential Service. +50 forupulaus an ditention to literal Exprefion, when @ more liberal Interpretation 
* would have been bighly wfeful and acceptable to us, frangly marks bis unfriendly Difpoftion, though st 
“* may not impeach bis Fidehty, and leaves bigs lissle Claim to any Exertions from us for the Continuance 
“© of bis Faghires. Bus’ lane of Opinion that neither the Vizier’s war ihe Company's Interefts would be pro- 
“ moted by depriving Fyzpela Khan of bis {udependency, and I hage ° tberefare referved the Execusion of this 
: — to an indefinite Term; aud our Government may always interpafe to prevent any ill Effetts 
« “from it.” 


IV. 

That in his aforefaid authentic Evidence of his own Purpofes, Motives, and Principles, in the 
Third Article of the Treaty of Chunar, the faid Hattings hath eftablithed divers Matters of weighty 
and ferious Crimination againit himfelf, 

ift, That the faid Haftings doth acknowledge therein, that he did, in a Public Inftrument, folemnly 
recognize, ‘* as a Breach of Treaty,” and as fuch, did fubject to the confequent Penalties, an Act 
which he the faid Haftings did at the fame Time think, and did immediately declare to be,** no Breach 
“* of Treaty ;” and by fo falfely and unjuftly proceeding againft a Perfon under the Company’s Gua- 
rantee, the {aid Haftings, on his own Confeltion, did himfelf break the Faith of the faid Guarantee, 

2d. That in juftifying this Breach of the Company’s Faith, the faid Haftings doth wholly abandon 
his Second peremptory Demand for the 3,000 Horfe, and the Proteft confequent thereon; and the faid 
Haftings doth thereby himfelf condemn the Violence and Injuftice of the fame. 

gdly, That in recurring to the original Demand of Five thoufand Horfe as the Ground of his Juf- 
tification, the faid Haftings doth falfely affert “ the Engagement in the Treaty to be Jiterally Five 
* theujand Horfe and Foot,” whereas it is in Fact for ‘Iwo or Tunes thoufand Men, and the faid 
ae 3 doth thereby wilfully attempt to deceive and miflead his Employers, which is an High Crime 
and Mifdetneanor in a Servant of fo great Trutt. 

4thly, ‘Flac with a View to his further Juftification, the faid Haftings doth advance a Principle, 
that ** @ ferupulows Attention to the literal Exprefion” of a guaranteed Treaty * Jeaves,” to the Perfon 
fo obferving the fame, “ but littl: Claim to the Exertions” of a Guarantee on bis Bebalf, that fuch 
a Princople'is utterly fubverfive of all Faith of Guarantees, and is therefore highly Criminal in che 
Firk execurive Member of a Government, that mutt neceflarily ftand in that mutual Relation to 
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gthly. That the faid Haftings doth profefs his Opinion of an Article to which he gave an © infant 
“ and unqualified Afent,” chat it was a Meafure “ by which neither the Vizier’s nor the Company's In- 
* terefis would be promoted,” but from which, without fome Interpofition, il! Affects mujt be expected ," 
and that the faid Haftings doth thereby charge himéclf with a High Breach of Truft towards his Em- 

loyers. 

: athly. That the faid Haftings having thus confeffed that, confcioufly and wilfully (from what Mo- 
tives he hath notchofen to confefs) he did give his formal Sanction to a Meafure both of Injuftice and 
Impolicy, he the faid Haftings doth urge, in his Defence, that he did at the fame Time infert Words 
“ referving the Execution of the faid Agreement to an indefinite Term ;” with an Intent that it might 
in Truth be never executed at all; but that * our Government might always interpofe,” withouc 
Right, by Means of an indirect and undue Influence, to prevent the ill Effects following from a 
collufive Surrender of a clear and authorized Right to interpofe ; and the faid Haftiags doth thereby 
declare himfelf to have introduced a Principle'of Duplicity, Deceit, and Double-dealing, into a pu 
Engagement, which ought in its Effence to be clear, open, and explicit ; that fuch a Declaration 
tends to fhake and overthrow the Confidence of all, in the moft folemn Inftruments of any Perfon fo 
declaring, and is therefore an High Crime and Mifdemeanor in the Firft executive Member of Go- 
vernment, by whom all Treaties and other Engagements of the State are principally to be conducted, 


V. 

That by the explanatory Minute aforefaid the faid Warren Haftings doth further, in the moft dire& 
Manner, contradict his own Affertions, in the very Letter which enclofed the faid Minute to his Colleagues; 
for that one of the Articles to which he there gave ** an infant and unqualified Afent, as no lefs to our 
s+ Intereft than to the Vizier's,” he doth here declare unequivocally to be neither to our Interehs nor the 
Vizier’s; and the * unqualified Affent” given to the faid Article is now fo qualified, as wholly to defeat 
itfelf. That by fuch irreconcileable Contradictions the faid Haftings doth incur the Sufpicion of much 
criminal Mifreprefentation in other like Cafes of unwitneffed Conferences; and in the prefent Inftance 
(as far as ic extends) che faid Haftings doth prove himfelf to have given an Account both of his 
Adtions and Motives, by his own Confeffion untrue, for the Purpofe of deceiving his Employers, 
which is an High Crime and Mifdemeanor in a Servant of fo great Trutt, 


VI. 

That the faid Third Article of the Treaty of Chunar, as it thus ftands explained by the faid 
Haftings himfelf, doth on the Whole appear defigned to hold the Protection of the Company in 
Sufpence ; that it acknowledges all Right of Interference to ceafe, but leaves it to our Difcretion to 
determine when it will fuit our Conveniency to give the Vizier the Liberty of acting on the Princi- 
ples by us already admitted: That it is dexteroufly conftructed to balance the Defires of One Man, 
rapacious and profufe, againft the Fears of another, defcribed as ‘* of extreme Pufillanimity, and 
‘© wealthy :” But that, whatever may have been the fecret Objects of the Artifice and Intrigue 
confeffed to form its very Effence, it muft on the very Face of it neceffarily implicate the Company 
in a Breach of Faith, whichever might be the Event, as oat! miuft equally break their Faith, either 
by withdrawing their Guarantee unyuftly, or by continuing that Guarantee, in Contradiction to this 
Treaty of Chunar, that ic thus tends to hold out to India, and to the whole World, that the ic 
Principle of the Englifh Government is a deliberate Syftem ‘of Injuftice, joined with Falfe 
Impolicy, of bad Faith, and Treachery; and that the faid Article is therefore in the hij 
derogatory to the Honour, and injurious to the Interefts of this Nation, 
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Confequences of the Treaty of Chunar. 





I, 

HAT in Confequence of the Treaty of Chunar, the Governor General, Warren Haftings, did 
fend Official Inftructions, refpecting the various Articles of the faid Treaty, to the faid Re- 
fident Middleton; and that in a Poftfcript, the faid Haftings did forbid the Refumption of the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan’s Jaghire, ** until Circumftances may render it more expedient, and eafy to be 
“© attempted, than the prefent more material Purfuits of Goreranieat make it appear,” thereby in- 
timating a pofitive Limitation of the indefinite Term in the explanatory Minute above recited ; and 

confining the Sufpenfion of the Article to the Preffure of the War. 


II, 

That foon after the Date of the faid Inftructions, and within Two Months of the Signature of 
the Treaty of Chunar, the faid Haftings did caufe Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, His Majetty’s Chief 
Juftice at Fort William, to difcredit the Juftice of the Crown of Great Britain, by making him the 
Channel of unwarrantable Communication; and did, through the faid Sir Elijah, fignify to the 
Refident, Middleton, his (the faid Haftings’s) ‘* Approbation of a Sufdy from Fyzoola Khan.” 


Il, 

That the Refident, in Anfwer, reprefents the proper Equivalent for 2,000 Horfe, and 1,000 Foot 
(the Forces offered to Mr, Johnfon by Fyzoola Khan) to be Twelve Lacks, or £. 120,000 Sterling, 
and upwards, each Year; which the faid Refident fuppofes is confiderably beyond what he (Fyzoola 
Khan) will voluntarily pay : However, if itis your With that the Claim fhould be made, 1 am ready 
* to take it up, and, you may be affured, nothing in my Power fball be left undone, to carry it through,” 


IV. 
That the Reply of the faid Haftings doth not appear; but that it does appear on Record, that 
“© a Negociation (Mr. Johnfon’s) was begun for Fyzoola Khan’s Cavalry to act with General God- 
s dard, and on his (Fyzoola Khan’s) evading it, that a Sum of Money was demanded.” 


V. 

That in the Months of February, March, and April, the Refident Middleton did repeatedly pro- 
pofe the Refumption of Fyzoola Khan’s Jaghire, agreeably to the Treaty of Chunar, and that, 
driven to Extremity (as the faid Haftings fuppofes) «* by the Public Menaces and Denunciations of 
** the Refidenc and Minifter,” Hyder Beg Khan, a Creature of the faid Haftings (and both the Mi- 
nifter and Refident a€ting profeffedly on and under the Treaty of Chunar) “ the Nabob Fyzoola 
“ Khan made fuch Preparations, and fuch a Difpofition of his Family and Wealth, as evidently ma- 
“+ nifefted either an intended or an expected Rupture.” 


VI. 

That on the 6th of May the faid Haftings did fend his Confidential Agent and Friend, Major Pal- 
mer, on a private Commiffion to Lucknow ; and that the faid Palmer was charged with Secret In- 
ftructions relative to Fyzoola Khan, but of what Impore cannot be afcertained, the faid Haftings in 
his Public Inftruétions having inferted only the Name of Fyzoola Khan, as a mere Reference (accord- 
ing to the Explanation of the faid Haftings) to what he had verbally communicated to the faid Pal- 
mer; and that the faid Haftings was thereby guilty of a Criminal Concealment. 


Vil. 

That fome Time about the Month of Auguft, an Engagement happened between a Body of F'y- 
zoola Khan’s Cavalry and a Part of the Vizier’s Army, in which the latter were beaten, and their 
Guns taken; that the Refident Middleton did reprefent the fame but as a flight and accidental 
Affray : That it was acknowledged the Troops of the Vizier were the Agereffors; that it did appear 
to the Board, and to the faid Haftings himfelf, an Affair of more confiderable Magnitude, and that 
they did make the Concealment thereof an Article of Charge againft the Refident Middleton, though 
the faid Refident did in Truth acquaint them with the fame, but in a curfory Manner, 


Vil. 
That immediately after the faid ‘* Fray” at Daranagur, the Vizier (who was * but a Cypher in the 


* Hands” of the Minifter and the Refident, both ot them dire@tly appointed and fupported by the 
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faid Haftings) did make of Fyzoola Khan a new Demand, equally conttary to the true Intent and 
Meaning of the Treaty, as his former Requifitions: Which new Demand was, for the Detachment 
in Garrifon at Daranagur to be cantoned, as a ftationary Force at Lucknow, the Capical of the 
Vizier; whereas he (the Vizier) had only a Right to demand an occafianal Aid to join his Army in 
the Field, or in Garrifon during a War. Bat che faid new Demand being evaded, or rather refuled, 
agreeably to the fair Conftruction of the Treaty by the Nabob Fyzoola Khiin, the Matter was for the 


prefent dropped, 


That in the Letter, in which the Refident, Middleton, did mention ** what he calls the Fray” afore. 
faid, the faid Middleten did again apply for the Refumption of the Jaghire of Rampore; and, that 
the Objections againft the Meafure being now rearoved (by the feparate Peace with Scindia) he de- 
fired to know if the Board “ would give Affurances of their Support to the Vizier, in cafe, which (ays 
the Refident) I think very probable, bis (the Vizier's) own Strength foould be found unequal to the Un- 


dertaking. 


X. 

That although the faid Warren Haftings did make the foregoing Application a new Charge againtt 
the Refident, Middleton, yet the faid Haftings did enly criminate the {aid Middleton for a Prepelal, 
tending ‘‘at fuch a Crifis to increafe the Number of our Enemies ;” and did in no Degree, either 
in his Articles of Charge or in his accompanying Minutes, exprefs any Difapprobation whatever of 
the Principle; that in Truth the whole Proceedings of the faid Refident were the natural Refult 
of the Treaty of Chunar: That the faid Proceedings were, from Time to Time, communicated to 
the faid Haftings. That as he no where charges any Difobedience of Orders on Mr. Middleton 
with refpect to Fyzoola Khan, it may be juftly inferred chat the faid Haftings did not interfere to 
check the Proceedings of the faid Middleton on that Subje€t, and that by fuch criminal Neglect the 
faid Haftings did make the Guilt of the faid Middleton, whatever it might be, his own. 


Pecuniary 


C7 ] 


Pecuniary Commutation of the ftipulated Aid. 





I, 

HAT on the Charges, and for the Mifdemeanors above {pecified, together with divers other Ac- 

culations, the Governor General, Warren Hatftings, in September 1782, did remove the afore- 
faid Middleton from his Office of Refident at Oude, and did appoint thereto John Briftow, Efquire, 
whom he had Twice before, without Caule, recalled from the fame; and that about the fame Time 
the faid Haftings did believe the Mind of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan to be fo irritated, in confequence 
of the above-recited Conduct of the late Refident Middleton, and of his (the faiu Haftings’s) own 
criminal Neglect, that he the faid Haftings found it neceffary to write to Fyzoola Khan, affuring 
him * of the favourable Difpofition of the Government toward him while he fhall not have fo-teited 
« it by any improper Conduct.” But that the faid Affurances of the Governor General did not tend, 
as foon after appeared, to raife much Confidence in the Nabob, over whom a public Inftrument of 
the fame Haftings was ftill holding the Terrors of a Deprivation of his Jaghire, and an Exile “ among 
‘© his other faithlefs Brethren acrofs the Ganges.” 


I]. 

That on the Subject of Fyzoola Khan, the faid Hatftings, in his Inftrudtions to the new Refident, 
Briftow, did leave him to be guided by his own Difcretion; but (he adds) ‘* be careful to prevent 
“ the Vizier’s Affairs from being involved with new Difficulties, while he has already fo many to 
* opprefs him ;” thereby plainly hinting at fome more decifive Meafures, whenever the Vizier fhould 
be leis opprefied with Difficulties, | 


Il. 

That the Refident, Briftow, after acquainting the Governor General with his Intentions, did under 
the faid Inftru@tions, renew the aforefaid Claim fora Sum of Money, but with much Caution and 
Circumf{peétion, diftantly founding Allif Khan, the Vackeel (or Envoy) of Fyzoola Khan, at the 
Court of the Vizier: That “ Allif Khan wrote to his Matter on the Subject, and in Anfwer he was 
* dire¢ted not to agree to the granting of any pecuniary Aid.” 


IV. 

That the Refident Briftow did then openly depute Major Palmer aforefaid, with the Concurrence 
of the Vizier, and the Approbation of the Governor General, to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, at Ram- 
pore; and that the faid Palmer was to “ endeavour to convince the Nabob, that all Doubts of bis At- 
“© sachment to the Vizier, are ceafed, and whatever Claiins may be made on him, are founded upon the Bajis 
** of bis Intereft and Advantage, and a Plan of eftablifoing bis Right to the Poffefion of bis fagbire.” That 
the fudden ceafing of the faid Doubts, without any Enquiry of the flighteft Kind, doth warrant a 
{trong Prefumption of the Refident’s Conviction that they never really exifted, but were artfully 
feigned, as a Pretence for fome harfh Interpofition ; and that the indecent Mockery of eftablifhing, 
asa Matter of Favour for a pecuniary Confidetation, Rights which were never impeached but 
by the Treaty of Chunar (an Inftrument recorded by Warren Haftings himfelf to be founded on 
Falfehood and Injuftice) doth powerfully prove the true Purpofe and Object of all the Duplicity, 
Deceit, and Double-dealing, with which that Treaty was projected and executed. 


V, 

That the faid Palmer was inftruéted by the Refident Briftow, with the fubfequent Approbation of 
the Governor General, “* to obtain from Fyzoola Khan an Annual Tribute,” to which the Refident 
adds: “If you can procure from bim, over and above this, a Pefcufh (or Fine) of at leaft Five Lacks, it 
“ would be rendering an eflential Service to the Vizier, and add to the Confidence bis Excellency would 
“ hereafter repofe in the Attachment of the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn.” 

And that the faid Governor General Haftings, did give the following extraordinary Ground of Cal- 
culation as the Bafis of the faid Palmer’s Negociation for the Annual Tribute aforefaid : 

« It was certainly underftood at the Time the Treaty was concluded (of which this Stipulation was 
«a Part) that it applied /olely 4o Cavalry; as the Nabob Vizier poffeffing the Service of our Forces, 
* could not poffibly require Infantry, and Jeaft of all {uch Infantry as Fyzoola Cawn could fur- 
« nith; and g fingle Horfeman included in the Aid which Fyzoola Cawn might furnijh, would prove 
‘a hteral Compliance with the faid Stipulation. The Number therefore of Horfe implied by it, ought 
« at leaft to be afcertained : We will fuppofe Five thoufand, and allowing the Exigency for their At- 
46 tendance to exilt only inthe Proportion of One Year in Five, reduce the Demand to One thoufand 
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« for the Computation of the Subfidy, which at the Rate of Fifty Rupees per Man will amount to 
« Fifty thoufand per Menfem, This may ferve for the Bafis of this Article in the Negociation 
“ upon it.” 


VI. 
That the faid Warren Haftings doth then continue to inftruct the faid Palmer, in the Alternative 
of a Refulal from Fyzoola Khan, . 

_ © If Fyzoola Khan hall refufe to treat for a Subfidy, and claim the Benefit of his original Agree. 
‘ ment in its literal Expreffion, he pofefes a Right which we cannot difpute, and it will in that Cale 
“ remain only to fix the precife Number of Horfe which he fhall furnifh, which ought at leaft to 
© exceed 2,500,” 


VII. 
That in the above-recited Inftruétion, the faid Warren Haftings doth infinuate (for he doth not 
directly afferc) 
: ift. That we are entitled by Treaty to ,000 Troops ; which he fays were undoubtedly intended to 
e all Cavalry, 
ad. That ihe faid Hafings doth then admit, * that” a fingle Horfeman, included in the Aid, 
furnifhed by Fyzoola Khan, would prove a literal Compliance. 
3d. That the faid Haftings doth next refort again to the Suppofition of our Right to the whole 
5,000 Cavalry, 
4th. That i faid Haftings doth afterwards think, in the Event of an Explanation of the Treaty, 
and a Settlement of the Proportion of Cavalry, inftead of a pecuniary Commutation, it will be all we 
can demand, that the Number fhould at /eaft exceed 2,500. . 
sth. That the faid Haftings doth, in calculating the fuppofed Time of their Service, affume an ar- 
bitrary Eftimate of One Year of War to Four of Peace; which (however moderate the Calculation 
may appear on the Average of the faid Haftings’s own Government) doth involve a Principle in a 
confiderable Degree repugnant to the Syftem of perfect Peace, inculcated in the Standing Orders of 
the Company. 
6th, That in eftimating the Pay of the Cavalry to be commuted, the faid Haftings doth fix the 
Pay of each Man at 0 Rupees a Month ; which on 5,000 Troops, all Cavalry (as the faid Haftings 
fuppofes the Treaty of Lall-Dang to have meant) would amount to an Expence of 30 Lacks a 
Year, or between £. 300,000 or £. 400,000. And this Expence, ftrictly refulting (according to the 
Calculations of the faid Hatlings) from the Intention of Sujah ul Dowlah’s Grant to Fyzooia Khan, 
was defigned to be fupported out of a Jaghire, valued at 15 Lacks only, or fomething more than 
{. 150,000 of Yearly Revenue, juft Half the Amount of the Expence to be incurred in Confideration 
of the faid Jaghire. 
And that a Bafis of Negociation fo inconfiftent, fo arbitrary, and fo unjuft, is contrary to that 
Uprightnefs and Integrity, which fhould mark the Tranfactions of a great State and is highly 
derogatory to the Honour of this Nation. 


VII. 

That notwithftanding the feeming Moderation and Juftice of the faid Haftings, in admitting the 
clear and undoubted Right of Fyzoola Khan to infift on his Treaty, the Head of Inftruction imme- 
diately fucceeding doth afford juft Reafon for a violent Prefmption, that fuch apparent Lenity was 
but Policy, to give a Colour to his Conduét ; he the faid Haftings, in the very next Paragraph, bring- 
ing forth a new Engine of Oppreffion, as follows : 

« Todemand the Surrender of all the Reiats (or Peafants) of the Nabob Vizier’s Dominions, to 
« whom Fyzoola has given Protection and Service, or an Annual Iribute, in Compenfation for the Lafs 
‘© fuflained by the Nabob Vizier in bis Revenue, thus transferred to Fyzoola Cawn. 

“ You have ftated the Encreafe of his Jaghire, occafioned by this Act, at the moderate Sum of 
« Fifteen Lacks. he Tribute ought at leaf to be One Third of that Amount. 

“ We conceive that Fyzoola Khan himfelf may be difpofed to yield to the preceding Demand, 
‘on the additional Condition of being allowed to hold his Lands in Ulcumgaw (or an inheritable 
“ Tenure) inftead of his prefent Tenure by Jagheer (or a Tenure for Lite). This we think the 
« Vizier can have no Objection to grant, and we recommend it; dut for this a Fine or Pefhcufe 
“* ought to be immediately paid in the cuftomary Proportion of the Jumma, eftimated at 30 Lacks. 


IX. 

That the Refident Briftow (to whom the Letter, containing Major Palmer’s Inftructions, is ad- 
dreffed) no where attributes the Increafe of Fyzoola Khan’s Revenues to this Protection of the 
fugitive Reiats, Subjects of the Vizier: That the faid Warren Haftings was, therefore, not war- 
ranted to make that a Pretext of fuch a peremptory Demand: That as an Inducement to make 
Fyzoola Khan agree to the faid Demand, it is offered to fettle his Lands upon a Tenure, which 
would fecure them to his Children; but that Settlement is to bring with it anew Demand of a 
Fine of Thirty Lacks, or £. 300,000, and upwards: That the Principles of the faid Demand are 
violent and defpotic, and the Inducement to Acquiefcence deceitful and infidious; and that both 
the Demand and the Inducement are derogatory to the Honour of this Nation, 

I X. That 
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X. 
That Major Paliner aforefaid proceeded under thefe Inftructions to Rampore, where his Jou- 
ney, “to extort a Sum of Money,” was previoufly known, from Aliff Khan, Vakeel of Fyzoola 


Rr. Briflow . Letrer 


Khan, et the Vizier’s Court;and that, notwithftanding the Affurances of the friendly Difpofition of of tntiuctum, 28a 


Government, given by the faid Haftings (as is herein related) the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did exprefs 
the moft ferious and defponding Apprehenfions, both by letter and through his Vakeel, to the 
Refident Briftow, who reprefents them to Major Palmer in the following Manner : 

The Nabob Fyzoola Khan complains of the Diftreffes he has this Year fuffered fiom the 
“ Drought. The whole Colle¢lions have, with great Management, amounted to about Twelve 
« Lacks of Rupees, from which Sum he has to fupport his Troops, his Family, and f{everal Re- 
 Jations and Dependents of the late Rohilla Chiefs. [le ays, it clearly appears to be intended to 
deprive bim of bis Country, as the high Demand you have made of bim is inadmifible, Should 
“ he have affented to it, it would be impoffible to perform the Conditions, and then his Repu- 
“tation would be injured by a Breach of Agreement. A/ff Khan further reprefents, that tf 1s 
bis Mafter’s Intention, in cafe the Demand fbould not be relinguifhed by gou, firft to proceed to Luch- 
now, where be propofes having an Interview with the l’rzter and the Kefident ; if be should not t- 
© able to obtain i; own Terms for a future Poffeffion of bis faghire, he will [et off for Calcutta, in 
“order to pray for Fuftice from the Honourable the Governor General. We oblerves, it is the 
© Cuftom of the Honourable Company, when they deprive a Chief of his Country, to grant him 
* fome Allowance, This he expects from Mr. Haftings’s Bounty; but if be fhould be difappornted, 
« be se certainly fet off upon a Pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina, and renounce the Cares of tle 
“ World.” 

“© He directs bis Vakeel to afcertain whether the Englifo intend 10 deprive him of bis Country; for 
« if they do,. he is ready to furrender it, upon receiving an Order from the Refident.” 


XI. 
That after much Negociation, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, * being fully fenfible that an F.ngage- 


* ment to furnith Milicary Aid, however clearly the Conditions might be lated, mujh be a Source of 


perpetual Mifunderftanding and Inconveniences,” did at length agree with Mayor Palmer to give 
Fifteen Lacks, or £. 150,000 and upwards, by Four Inftalments, that he might be exempted from 
all future Claims of Military Service: That the faid Palmer teprefents it to be his Belief, “ ¢hat 
© no Perfon not known to poffe/s your (the faid Hattings’s) Confidence and Support in the Degree that 
“ I am fuppofed to do, would have obtained nearly fo good Terms;” but from what Motive 
“ Terms fo good” were granted, and how the Confidence and Support of the faid Haftings 
did truly operate on the Mind of Fyzoola Khan, doth appear to be better explained by an- 
other Paffage in the fame Letter, where the faid Palmer congratulates himfelf on the Satisfaction 
which be gave to Fyzoola Khén in the Conduét of this Negociation, as he fpent a Month in order 
to effect “ by Argument and Perfuafion, what be could have obtained in an Hour by Threats and 
“© Compulfons.” 
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Full Vindication of Fyzoola Khan, by Major Palmer and 


Mr. Hattings. 





IL. 
ITA T in the Courfe of the faid Negociation for eftablifhing the Rights of the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khan, Major Palmer aforefaid did communicate to the Refident Briftow, and through 
the faid Refident to the Council General of Bengal, the full and direét Denial of the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khan to all and every of the Charges made or pretended to be made againft him, as 
follows : 

 Fyzoola Khan perfifts in denying the Infringement on his Part of any One Article in the 
Treaty, or the Neglect of any Obligation which it impofed upon him, 

He does not admit of the Improvements reported to be made in his Jaghire, and even afferts, 
that the Collections this Year will fall fhort of the original Jumma (or Eftimate) by Reafon 
© of the long Drought. 

“ He denies having exceeded the limited Number of Rohillas in his Service; 

“ And having refufed the required Aid of Cavalry, made by Johnfon, to act with General 
“© Goddard. ; 

““ He oblerves, refpecting the Charge of evading the Vizier’s Requifition for the Cavalry, lately 
“ ftationed at Daranagur, to be ftationed at Lucknow, that he is not bound by Treaty to main- 
“ tain a ftationary Force for the Service of the Vizier, but to fupply an Aid of 2,000 or 3,000 
“ Troops in Time of War. 

“ Laftly, he afferts, that fo far from encouraging the Ryots (or Peafants) of the Vizier to 
* fertle in his Jaghire, it has been his conftant Practice to deliver ghem up to the Aumil of Ro- 
« hilcund, whenever he could difcover them.” eee oe 


II, 7 Ma, : 

That in giving his Opinions on the aforefaid Denials of the Nabob Fyzoola Khar, ¢he faid 
Palmer did not controvert any One of the Conftructions of the Treaty advanced by the faid 
Nabob. 

That although the faid Palmer, “from General Appearances as well as univerfal Report, did 
© not doubt that the Jumma of the Jaghire is greatly encreajed,” yet he, the faid Palmer, did not 
intimate that it was encreafed in any Degree near the Amount reported, as it was drawn out inaregu- 
Jar Eftimate, tranfmitted to the faid Palmer exprefsly for the Purpofes of his Negociation ; which 
was of courfe by him produced to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, and to which {pecifically the Denial 
of Fyzoola Khan muft be underftood to apply. 

That the faid Palmer did not hint any Doubt of the Deficiency affirmed by Fyzoola Khan, 
in the Colleétions for the current Year: And, 

That if any Encreafe of Jumma did truly exift, whatever it may have been, the faid Palmer 
did acknowledge it ‘* to have been folemnly relinquifhed (in a private Agreement) by the Vizier.” 

That although the faid Palmer did fuppofe the Number of Rohillas (employed “ in or- 
** dinary Occupations) in Rampore alone, to exceed that limited by the Treaty, for his 
““ (Fyzoola Khan’s) Service ;” yet the faid Palmer did by no Means imply that the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan maintained in bis Service a fingle Man more than was allowed by Treaty; and by 
a particular and minute Account of the Troops of Fyzoola Khan, tranfmitted by the Refident 
Briftow to the faid Palmer, the Number was ftated but at 5,840, probably including Officers, who 
were not underftood to be comprehended in the Treaty. 

That the faid Palmer did further admit it ‘to be not clearly expreffed in the Treaty, whether the 
“ Reftridtion included Kohiilas of all Defcriptions ;” but at any Rate, he adds, ‘“ it does not ap- 
pear that their Number is formidable; or that he (Fyzoola Khan) could by any Means fubff 
 fuch Numbers as could cau/e any ferious Alarm to the Vizier ; neither is there any Appearance of their 
T entertaining any Views beyond the quiet Poffeffion of the Advantages which they at prefent 
 emoy.” 

And thatin a fubfequent Letter, in which the faid Palmer thought it prudent “ to vindicate him- 
* felf from any poffible Infinuation that he meant to facrifice che Vizier’s Intereft,” he, the faid 

almer, did pofitively atteft the new Claim on Fyzoola Khan for the Protection of the Vizier’s 
Ryots to be wholly without Foundation; as the Nabob Fyzoola Khan “ had proved to him (Palmer) 
“ by producing Receipts of various Dates, and for great Numbers of thefe People furrendered 
 wpon Requifition fron the Vizier’s Officers,” 
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That, over and above the aforefaid complete Refutation of the different Charges and Pretexts 
under which Exactions had been practifed, or attempted to be practifed, on the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, the faid Palmer did further condemn, altogether, the Principle of Calculation affumed in fuch 
Exactions (even if they had been founded in Juftice) by the following Explanation of the Na- 
ture of the Tenure, by which, under the Treaty of Lall-Dang, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan held his 
Poffeffions as a Jagheirdar. 

© There are no Precedents in the ancient Ufage of the Country for afcertaining the Nuzzerana 
“ (cuftomary Prefent) or Peefchuth (regular Fine) of Grants of this Nature: they were befowed 
“ by the Prince as Rewards or Favours; and the accuftomary Prefent in Return was adapted to 
“ the Dignity of the Donor, rather than to the Value of the Gift; to which st never, I beheve, 
** bore any Kind of Proportion.” 


IV. 

That a Sum of Money (“ which of courfe was to be received by the Company”) being now athe fa: intern 

obtained, and the  Interefs both of the Company and the Vizier” being thus much “ better promoted” Eplsnatoey, Misute 
, by “* efablifbing the Rights” of Fyzoolla Khan, than they could have been by “ depriving bim of 0” the Treaty of Chue 

© bis Independency ;” when every undue Influence of fecret and criminal Purpofes was removed 

from the Mind of the Governor General, Warren Haftings, Efquire, he, the faid Hajftings, did 

alfo concur with his Friend and Agent, Major Palmer, in the Vindication of the Nabob Fyzoola 

Khan, and in the moft ample Manner. 

That the faid Warren Haftings did now clearly and explicitly underftand the Claufes of the | better to Diredlors 
Treaty, “ That Fyzoola Khan fhould fend Two or Three (and not five) thoufand Men, or at- 1733. i 
“< tend in Perfon, in cafe it was requifite.” 

That the faid Warren Flaftings did now confefs, that the Right of the Vizier, under the Treaty, 
was at beft * but a precarious and unferviceable Right; and that he thought 15 Lacks, or £.150,000 
“ and upwards, an ample Equivalent” (or, according to the Expreflion of Major Palmer, as 
excellent Bargain) as in Truth it was, * for expunging an Article of fuch a Tenor, and fo 
* loofely worded.” And finally, that the faid Haftings did give the following Defcription of the 
general Character, Difpofition, and Circumftances of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan : 

“ The Rumours which had been fpread of his hoftile Defigns again{t the Vizier were totally 

“ oroundlefs ; and if he had been inclined, he had not the Means to make himfelf formidable ; 
“on the contrary, being in the Decline of Life, and poffefling a very fertile and profperous 
* Jaghire, it is more natural to fuppofe that Fyzoola Khan wifhes to fpend the Remainder of his 
“ Days in Quietnefs, than that he is preparing to embark in active and offenfive Scenes, which 
“ muft end in his own Deftruction,” 


V. 

Yet that, notwithftanding this virtual and implied Crimination of his whole Conduct toward 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, and after all the aforefaid Acts, fyftematically profecuted in open Vio- 
lation of a pofitive Treaty, againft a Prince who had an Hereditary Right to more than he 
actually pofleffed, for whofe Protection the Faith of the Company and the Nation was repeatedly 
pledged, and who had deferved and obtained the public Thanks of the Britifh Government, when, 
in Allufion to certain of the faid Adts, the Court of Directors had expreffed to the faid Haftings their 
Withes, “to be confidered rather as the Guardians of the Honour and Property of the Native 
“ Powers, than as the Inftruments of Oppreffion ;” he, the faid Hlaftings, in Reply to the faid 
Directors, his Matters, did conclude his Official Account of the final Settlement with Fyzoola 
Khan, with the following indecent, becaufe unjuft, Exultation : 


*€ Such are the Meafures which we fhall ever wifh to obferve towards our Allies or Dependents 
** upon our Irontiers.” 


ARTICLES 


Charge of High -Crimes and 
Mifdemeanors, 


AGAINST * 


WARREN HASTINGS, Efquire, 
Late Governor General of Bengal; 


Prefented to the Houfe of Commons upon the gth 
Day of May 1736. 
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The MINUTES of what was offered by WARREN 
HASTINGS, Efquire, late Governor General of Bengal, 
at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, upon the Matter 
of the feveral Charges of High Crimes and Mifvemeanors, 
prefented againft him in the Year 1786. 





INTRODUCTION. 


B’ FORE I enter upon my General Defence, I humbly folicit the Indulgence of this Honourable 
Houle, to be permitted to preface it with a few neceffary Obfervations relative to the Circum- 
{tances which have progreflively confpired to make me an Objeét of the prefent Enquiry, In the 
Firft Place, I beg Leave to remark, that [ am here by no Obtrufion of my own. I have too humble 
a Senfe of my own Confequence, to confider either my Reputation, Honour, Fortune, or Life, or 
all thefe Interefts collectively, as having any Claim to the f{malleft Portion of the valuable Time of this 
Houfe, on any Ground, however juft in itfelf, which has thefe only for its Object. I have been 
brought before the Notice of this Honourable’ Houfe by the Aéts of others, independant of my 
Will or Defire, and all the Participation which I have in it, is in the Requeft made by a Member 
of this Houfe on my Behalf, and at my Suggeftion, that fince it was determined that my Conduct 
was to be arraigned before this Honourable Houfe, my Arraignment might be fpeedy, and that I 
might have the Time and Means afforded me to provide the Materials for my Defence: For after having 
been, during a Courfe of Five Years, the continued Subject of the fame Criminations, and from the 
fame Quarter, with the Name of the Almighty folemnly invoked to atteft the Pledge given to this Houfe 
that the moft undoubted Proofs fhould be produced to authenticate them-—l allude, Mr. Speaker, to 
no Declarations made in this Houfe, but to Publications out of it—I may furely be allowed, even 
with a Confcioufnels of the purcft Integrity, to wih for a fpeedy Accomplifhment of a Menace thus 
made, and for fuch profeffed Purpofes ; and that it might not hang the Denunciations of Parliamentary 
Vengeance over my Head for ever. 

Of the Firft Effects of this Injury I have a Right to complain , for in thefe the Injury affected the 
Public alone, through their Interefts committed to my Charge. During a long and defperate Struggle, 
with an Accumulation of Difficulties, and a Holt of natural Enemies combined againft our National 
Poffeflions in India, when I required all the Support and Confidence of my Superiors in the Parent 
State to give ]'fle&t to my Exertions, all my Actions were reprobated at Klome, and my Name linked 
to the fouleft {nveclive, even in Places of the higheft Authority; and every Difpatch from [england 
brought Orders oppofing my Meafures in their Courfe, and the Sentences of my Difgrace and 
Difmiffion, Yet thefe caufed no Alteration in my Conduct, or Relaxation of my Zeal for a Service 
in which my Labours had met fo ill a Requital, except from my refpeClable Conftituents, in whofe 
Applaute alone I received a Confolation under all my Difcouragements, I fteadily purfued thac 
Line which my Senfe of Duty had prefcribed ; and fometimes availing myfelf of the tranfitory 
Moments of Power which the Hand of God afforded me, at others ufing the Refiftance which the 
Influence of Poffeffion or Opinion enabled me to make, or the Caution of Oppofition permitted; or 
endeavouring to temper its Violence by qualified Submfion, where the Means of Refiltance failed 
me ; never poffeffing the Allowance of Authority, but always charged with Refponfibility ; I perfifted 
in the Formation and Profecution of every Meafure, which the Emergency of the Service rendered 
neceflary in my Judgment, and had the conicious Triumph of feeing them all invariably ter- 
minate in their defigned Objects: Nor did I refign my Charge, until [had fulfilled every Duty which 
required my Continuance in it; and I refigned it in a State of eftablifhed Peace and Security, 
with all the Sources of its Abundance unimpaired, and even improved, notwithftanding the vatt 
Drains which were made of its Treafures, and the multiplied Diverfions of its Strength, in the 
Support of the dependant and remote Poffeffions of the Company, and in the Maintenance of 
their Wars, and of Wars in which the Company were involved by the Policy of Great Britain. 
I parted from the Scene of my public Life with the exprefied Regrets of my Fellow Servants and 
Countrymen ; which were followed by a like Declaration from all the Officers of the Army who had 
ferved during my Adminiftration, and on my Return to my own Country, I was received by the 
Court of Directors, my immediate Mafters, with their Thanks; and I gratefully remember the 
Chairman’s emphatical Pavfe on the Epithet which was joined to them, their Unanimous Thanks, for 
my Services; with a Notification of thofe which had been fome Time before beftowed on me by the 
Votes of the Proprietors, my honoured Employers, which were not the lefs acceptable for their 
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Courfe of my Adminiftration. If chishigdrable Houle is defirous of knowing in what Eftimation 
I ftood with the Princes and Rulers of India, and with the Subjeéts of our own Dominion, the 
Opinions of both may be eafily obtained, by Enquiry of the Witneffes whom my Profecutor has 
called to eftablifh his Charges againft me: And | will anticipate their Evidence—It will ftate, thae 
my Political Conduct was invariably regulated by Truth, Juftice, and Good Faith, that all Perfuafions 
of Men were imprefied with a fuperftitious Belief that a tortunate Influence directed all my Actions 
to their deftined Ends; and that my Departure was Icarcely lefs regretted by the Inhabitants of the 
Provinces of my late Dependency, than it was by my own Countrymen. I believe this Honourable 
Houle is in Poffeffion of One Teftimony of the former, in the Letters which Mahdajee Sindia wrote 
to His Molt Gracious Majefty, and to the Cotnpany, Thefe were written many Months after my 
Departure, and.contain much more of my Praife than his own Wants or Requifitions, unlefs the 
former is inferted as an Implication of his Defire that others may be inftructed to govern themfelves by 
my Example :—And who will queftion fuch an Authority ¢ 

With fuch Teftimonies in my Favour, and with the internal Applaufe of my own Mind fuperfed- 
ing all Evidence, what was my Surprize to find, on my Arrival in England, that my Character ftill 
continued to be affailed with the bittereft Calumnies and Invectives, and a formal Notice given before 
the Clofe of the laft Seffion of Parliament to this Honourable Houfe, that I fhould be arraigned as a 
Criminal before it on the Opening of the prefent ? 

I am fince told that no fuch Intention exifted ; and that my own Intemperance, and the Zeal of my 
Friends, has forced my Accufer to verify his own Declaration. 

I have no Right to credit fuch an Affertion, nor will I believe, new and unpractifed as I am in the 
Modes of Life in which ] am now become a Participator (and I have learnt by it to know more Things 
than were dreamt of in my Philofophy) that fo daring an Impofition could be either practifed upon 
this high and dignified Affembly, or permitted by it, Though I might have thought myfelf entitled by 
my Services to a different Reception, and my Body and Mind, worn down by the Labours of Thirty- 
five Years, to an Interval of Repofe; and though I might erroneoufly imagine that no Power upon 
Earth had a Right to impeach me for the Exercife of a Truft which thofe for whom J held it had 
repeatedly declared, and in the moft authentic Terms, that I had difcharged to their Benefit and 
entire Satisfaction ; yet ] was glad to fee fome fubftantial Ground on which I could build my Hopes 
of a {peedy Trial and definite Termination. There too my Expectation failed me. The Profecution 
began, not as is the univerfal Practice of every Syftem of Jurifprudence eftablifhed either in this or any 
other civilized Nation, by the Introduction of {pecific Charges, and the Examination of Witneffes to 
prove them: For the Jatter indeed there was little Need, fince my Accufer had long before afferted, 
that he was in the actual Poffeffion of Proofs, and of fuch Proofs as were to fill the Breafts of thts 
Honourable Affembly with Horror. Why therefore aggravate them with new Proofs? But Wit- 
neffes were ordered to attend, and Reams of Official Documents demanded, produced, and printed ; 
Additions were daily made to thefe during the Courfe of many Weeks, and the Eyes of the World 
were fixed upon me as a Man blackened by the Imputation of fome unknown Guilt, which was the 
blacker for its Concealment. No Grounds were alledged for the Accumulation of fuch a Mafs of 
Evidence againft me; no fpecific Objects to which it was to be applied; nor was it known to this 
Honourable Houfe, perhaps not even to that Member of the Houfe who had required thefe Materials, 
what the Charges were to be, which he was to eftablifh by them. 

At length I heard that a Day was fixed for the Production of the Charges; but here too I expe- 
rienced a frefh Caufe of Dilappointment and Mortification. Three Weeks were affigned for the 
‘Term of their Appearance; and when that Term expired, this Honourable Houfe knows (for I may 
not perhaps affirm what I have heard) whether even then any of the Charges were prefented, and whe- 
ther, when they were prefented, they were Optionally given. 

In all this long and painful Interval I myfelf, though the Object of the Enquiry, remained in total 
Inaction, a mere Spectator of the paffing Scene; for I knew not, nor could I know, what Defence to 
prepare, not knowing what Charges were to require my Defence. And when they were produced, 
I was told that I could not be admitted to my Defence, becaufe, by the Rules of the Houfe, I could 
not know the Charges exhibited againft me, nor that any had been exhibited; nor indeed were all 
exhibited at the fame Time, but followed tardily, and the Three laft (if indeed thefe are the laft) 
not till lait Wednefday. But though it» might be informal in me to know the Charges, the Public 
are certainly in Poffeffion of all but the Three laft, for they have been printed and publicly fold, and 
Purchafers invited, by an Advertifement made in all the public Papers, which ftated them ‘* Articles 
“ of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors” againft me by Name, and the Name of my Ac- 
cufer inferted by a Conftruction marking him not as the Prefenter of the Charge, but as the Publither 
of it. Llow much my Reputation mult have fuffered in the Opinion of all Mankind from this Pub- 
lication; how feverely my Feelings muft have been wounded by fo unfair and iniquitous an Appeal 
to their Judgment, while the Charge itfelf, loaded as it was with Crimination againf{t me, yet waited 
its ow Term of Maturity for the Examination of it before its allotted Judges, I leave to the De- 
eilion of every Member of this Honourable Houfe, who will bring the Queftion home to his own 
Judgment and his own Paffions, by fuppofing that Cafe to be his own which I have defcribed as 
mine. 

Nor is this the only Injury of the Kind that I have fuffered. Every Daily Paper has teemed with 
Refletions upon me ; and Pamphlets, filled with the moft fcandalous and libellous Abufe, have been 
written on various Subjects of the Charge, to influence the Prejudices of the Public againft me; and 
it has been boafted that they have produced the Effect, es 
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Preffed by the Load of Slander thus heaped upon me, I refolved to try the only Refource which 
afforded mea Chance of Redrefs ; and in Oppofition to many and weighty Difcouragements, I thiew 
myfelf upon the Juitice of this Honourable Houfe, and petitioned to be allowed to make my De- 
fence in Perfon,-—and I fucceeded. Whether I owe this Indulgence to your Goodnelfs, or your Juttice, 
I accept it with equal Gratitude, 

Of the Ditcouragements to which I allude, I fhall mention but Two Points; and thefe it is incum- 
bent on me to mention, becaufe they relate to Effects which the Juflice of this Honourable Houfe 
may, and | truit will, avert. The Firft is an Objection to my being at all :’erfonally committed in 
my Detence, fince in fo wide a Field of Difcuffion it would be impoffible not to admit fome Things 
of which an Advantage might be taken to turn them into Evidence againft myfelf: Whereas another 
might as well ule as I could, or better, the fame Materials of my Defence, without involving me in 
the jame Confequences. But I am fure that this Honourable Houfe will yield me its Protection 
againit the Cavils of unwarranted Inference; and if the Truth can tend to convict me, I am content 
to be my/e/f the Channel to convey it. 

The other Objection lay in my own Brealt, It was not till Monday laft that I formed the Refo- 
Jution; and I knew not then whether I might not in Confequence be laid under the Obligation of 
preparing and completing im Five Days, and in Effect fo it has proved, the Refutation of Charges 
which it has been the Labour of my Accufer, armed with all the Powers of Parliament, and at One 
Time greater, to compile during as many Years of almoft undifturbed Leifure. But I knew myfelf 
equal to the Undertaking; and I now only revert to my Difficulties, that the Confideration of them 
may befpeak the candid Allowance of this Honourable Houfe for any Inaccuracies, or for any Thing 
defective which may appear in my Defence ; but I claim no other Indulgence on this Account. 

It might perhaps be expected, that I fhould object to the Conftruction of the Articles of which 
the Charge is compofed ; for, in Truth, they are not Charges, but Hiftories and Comments. But they 
are yet more; they are made up of mutilated Quotations ;—of Fats which have no mutual Relation, 
but are forced by falfe Arrangement into Connection ;—of Principles of pernicious Policy and falfe 
Morality ;—Affertions of Guilt without Proof, or the Attempt to prove them ;—Interpretations of 
fecret Motives and Defigns which paffed within my own Breaft, and which none but myfelf could 
know ;—Actions of others imputed to me, in which I had no Concern, or which paffed in Oppofition 
to me ;—-and Epithets and Invedtives affixed to Ads afcribed to me, equally to thofe which in the 
Conftruction are bad, as to thofe which are indifferent, or even meritorious. 

Thefe are Artifices by which the moft wary Judgment might be furprized, that had nothing before 
it to repel their Effects, but which on the Touch of Truth difappear, and leave, not merely the Con- 
viction of their own Fallacy, but the ftrong internal Prefumption that the Charges themfelves were 
formed under the Conviction of their Want of Foundation; and as far as my Feelings as a Man will 
allow me to confider them in that Tendency only, I am glad that they wear the Form which they 
do wear. 

With re{pect to the general Subject of the Charge, I muft beg Leave to obferve to this Honour- 
able Houfe, that it has been compofed from a laboured Scrutiny of my whole Official Life, during 
a moft important and weighty Adminiftration of Thirteen Years, comprehending perhaps a greater 
Variety of interefting Events than have fallen to the Lot of any Man now living: Events not brought 
to the public View by their Notoriety alone, but all, the Subjects of minute Record ;—-Meatures 
propofed, with all their Motives and Objects diftinétly laid down in Writing, with their Effects dif- 
played by Letters and Official Reports through every Procefs of their Operation ;—oppofed by every 
Objection, and thofe too written, that the Judgment or Ingenuity of my Colleagues in Office, among 
whom I had always Opponents, could devile ;—at Times weakened, at others fufpended, and again 
refumed with their Effect enfeebled; but my own Refponfibility {till attending their Iifue. Yet 
all my Actions have undergone, and even during the aétual Progrefs of them, they underwent, 
fuch a Severity of Inveftigation, as could fuit only a Mind poffeffing in itfelf an abfolute Exemption 
from Error. In the prefent Occafion, I am put to a harder Teft, for not my Actions alone, but my 
Words, and even my imputed Thoughts, as at the final Day of Judgment, are wrefted into Accufa- 
tion againit me. And from whom is this State of Perfection exated? From a Man who was fepa- 
rated, while yet but a School-Boy, from his native Country, and from every Advantage of that 
Inftruction which might have better qualified him for the high Offices, and arduous Situations, which 
it became his Lot to fill; and left to form his Rule of Conduct on his own Practice, and the Light 
of fuch an Underftanding as it had pleafed God to beflow on him. 

I pafs over the Firft Years of my Lite.—Thefe no otherwife relate to the prefent Purpofe, than as 
they recommended me fucceffively to the Succeffion of the Government of Fort St. George, to the 
Government of Fore William, and virtually to all the Appointments which have fince followed. 

I received the Government of Bengal with: Incumbrances, which might have intimidated a firmer 
Spirit than mine ; and I fele the perilous Situation in which it placed me. . 

I found myfelf the titular Head of a numerous, and not always accordant, Council, appointed to 
manage the Affairs of a great State, which yet wore the Marks of recent Acquifition ; but had neither 
ae Form nor Syftem, nor any Orders or iaftructions which could enable them to give 
it either, 

I attempted, and with the Aids of my Colleagues, where I was allowed them, I gave it both Form 
and Syftem, for every Office into which it was diftributed, to the Time of my Departure, received 
its Inftitution during the Period of my Adminiftration, and all the Tranfactions of it have, a 
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the Firft Two Years of the General Government, in fome Part of their Progrefs, received their Direction 
from my Guidance. Yet in every Step | had Difficulties to furmount, which are unknown to the 
Rulers and Minifters of other Governments, Befides the Conciliation of dilcordant Opinions, and 
their more frequently confirmed Oppofition, I had my Conduét circumfcribed by Orders which would 
apply to few of the Cafes which occurred, and thofe Orders uncertain in their Conftruction. 

I beg Leave to extend this RefleCtion. During the long Exercife of a Charge fo conftituted, and 
with fuch Exigencies attending it, how, may I afk, was it poffible to keep Affairs in one even Line, 
or to avoid Contradi¢ti ns both in Meafures and Expreffions? At fome Times Affairs were forced into 
a Direction diametrically oppofite to my Views, by the Power of a Majority; fometimes they re- 
ceived their Bias from my being obliged to fubmit to the Opinicns of thofe on whom I depended for 
Support: And whenever the Courfe of Bufinefs was thus diverted from the ftraic Line, it was often 
difficult to bring it back, without fome Degree of Irregularity, of Violence, or of general In- 
confiftency. 

Where I fuffered them to proceed in that devious Line, I am charged with purfutng Meafures 
which my own Opinions have condemned ; where 1 attempted to reftore them to their proper 
Channel, I am accufed of Innovations. Many Meafures, which it would be now difficult to exptain 
from written Documents, were founded on Circumftances of fuch Notoriety, that no one could 
doubt their Propriety at the Time, and no one ever thought it neceffary to record the Reafons, or 
to eftablifh the Proofs of Faéts and Events, which were then certain, and univerfally admitted. 

The Minifter of this Empire (if I may compare great Things with f{mall) had, in the variotts 
Emergencies of his Adminiitration, the learned Judges of the Land, General Officers of the Grit 
Authority and Experience, and the Merchants of the greateft Commercial City in the World, to 
whom he might apply, and whofe Opinions he might command, on every doubtful Queftion, whe- 
ther of Law, Military Operation, Trade, or Finance.—-He could not err. 

I poffeffed no fuch Profeffional Aids, but had only my own Mind for my Refources, and Minds 
as little inftruéted as my own to affift me, and to be the Inftruments of my Meafures. 

That this Defcription of my Situation may not be imputed to me as the Invention of Difficulties 
made up for the Occafion, I beg Leave to appeal to the following Extract of a Letter which | wrote 
tothe Court of Directors fo early as the 11th November 1773, which was before 1 knew ot the For- 
mation of the new Syftem for the Government of India. 

Paragraph 4. ‘* May I be permitted, in all Deference and Submiffion to your Commands, to offer 
* it as my Opinion, that whatever may have been the Conduct of Individuals, or even of the col- 
“ lective Members of your former Adminiftrations, the Blame is not fo much imputable to them, as 
« tothe Want of a Principle of Government adequate to its Subftance, and a coercive Power to 
“ enforce it? The Extent of Bengal, and its poffible Refources, are equal to thofe of moft Scates'in 
« Kurope. Its Difficulties are greater than thofe of any; becaufe it wants both an eftablifhed #orm 
«+ and Powers of Government ; deriving its actual Support from the unremitted Labour and Perfonal 
«© E-xertion of Individuals in Power, inftead of the vital Influence which flows through the Channels of 
*¢ a regular Conftitution, and imperceptibly animates every Part of it, Our Conftitution is no where 
“to be eraced, but in ancient Charters, which were framed for the Jurifdiction of your Tradirky 
© Settlements, the Sales of your Exports, and the Provifion of your Annual Inveftment. I need 
“‘ not obferve how incompetent thefe muft prove for the Government of a great Kingdom, and 
“ for the Prefervation of its Riches from private Violence and Embezzlement.” 

I will content myfelf with this Quotation in this Place; though I could wifh that the whole Letrer 
were attentively perufed, as it is ftrongly expreffive of the Difficulties and Embarraffinents of my late 
Situation in India, To what I have faid let me add, that in a newly eftablithed Government many 
Occafions will conftantly occur, which can be regulated by no Precedent; and even the Uncertainty 
of the Conftitution, and the unknown Limits of the Authority belonging to its varions Branches, 
will often provoke Refiftance, and produce Events, which never could happen under a Govern- 
ment long eftablifhed, and with its Powers clearly defined, and univerfally underftood. 

Under fuch Circumftances I humbly apprehend, that fince it is not, as I have faid, the Lot of 
human Nature to be exempt from Error, fome notorious Calamity, affecting the Interefls of which 
I had Charge, or fome well-afcertained Ground of Corruption, or other moral Deviation from my 
Duty, the Lofs of National Reputation, or of fubftantial Property, ought to have appeared, before I 
became the Subject of a Parliamentary Impeachment, But what Loffes has the Nation fuftained 
through my Mifmanagement? Have Provinces been difmembered from it? Have its Armies been 
defeated in Operations of my Formation ? or War or Famine wafted the Countries of my Jurifdic- 
tion ?—No: The Reverfe has been the Attendant of my Fortune in every Stage of it; and fo little 
Ground have I afforded, from the Notoriety of my Character, for fuch an Inquifition into it, thae I 
dare affirm that I ftand, even at this Hour (notwithftanding the Prejudices excited againft me) as 
high in the Eftimation of the World, I mean not to confine the Affertion to this Kingdom alone, as 
any Man of my own Rank and Pretenfions in it, 

Yet I mean not to avail myfelf of this Plea. I affert my general Claim to the Approbution of 
this Honourable Houle, and of my Country, for my Services ; but I neither defire, nor will admit, 
of their being placed in Balance againft my Faults, if I have Faults to ftand in Oppofition to 
them. 

I entreat the Houfe, that each Article of the Charge may be diftin¢tly tried, and that they will 
be pleafed to give their Sentence upan each, 
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Anfwer to the Firft Charge. 





ROHILLA WAR. 


HE Firft Charge begins by ftating, ** That the Court of Direétors of the Eaft India Com- 

‘© pany, from a juft Senfe of the Danger and Odium incident to the Extenfion of their Con- 
** quefts in the Eaft Indies, and from an E’xperience of the Diforders and corrupt Practices which 
‘© Intrigues and Negociations to bring about Revolutions among the Country Powers had produced, 
‘¢ did pofitively and repeatedly direct their Servants in Bengal not to engage in any offenfive War 
“© whatfoever, That the faid Court laid it down as an invariable Maxim, which ought ever to be 
‘© maintained, that they were to avoid taking Part in the Political Schemes of any of the Country Princes , 
® and did in particular order and direct that they fhould not engage with a certain Prince called 
«© Shuja al Dowla, Nabob of Owd, and Vizier of the Empire, in any Operations beyond certain 
«¢ Limits in the faid Orders {pecially defcribed,” 

To this [ reply, That it is not true, in the Terms ftated in the Charge, that the Court of Direc- 
tors did ** pofitively” direct their Servants in Bengal not to engage in any offeniive War * whatfo- 
“ever,” and “that they did in particular order and direét that they fhould not engage with the 
«© Nabob Shuja Dowla in any Operation beyond certain ** Limits” in the faid Orders {pecially de- 
* fcribed 5” if by the Term * Zimits” are meant either Boundaries of Territory, or any Reftric- 
tion of Operations relative to the Rohella War, which is the only Subject on which fuch Orders can 
be applicable to the prefent Charge. 

The feveral Letters from the Court of Direétors, to which References are made in the Margin of 
this Part of the Charge, as Documents or Evidences of the Affertion contained in it, prohibit the 
Government of Bengal ** to march any Part of their Army” for the Purpofe of ‘* efcorting the King 
* to Dehly ;” or to engage in any Plan of Alliance for “ eftablifhing a Balance of Power” among 
the Chiefs of India; or ‘to take the Part of Umpires in Hindoftan ;” with a Caution to “ avoid 
*« taking Part in any of the Political Schemes of any of the Country Princes ;” or * to affift Shujya 
«© Dowla in any ambitious Views of his.” And the Reafons, wherever Reafons are affigned, for 
thefe Prohibitions, are not the Odinm and Corruption imputable to the contrary Practice, but the In- 
utility and Expcence of offenfive Military Operations, and the Uncertainty of their Extent and Du- 
ration, 

But neither are the Prohibitions ftated even in thefe References as ‘* pofitive;” for in one Place 
they fay: ** You will obferve, by the whole Tenor of thefe Difpatches, that our Views are not to 
“ enter into cffenfive Wars in India,” that is to fay, fuch are our general Withes in all Cafes 
which will admit of the correfpondent Practice. And in another Letter, which was exprefsly written 
upon the general Subject, having, and as it appears moft juftly, expreffed their Difapprobation of a 
Brigade of their Forces being ftationed at Illahabad, in which they were originally placed for Pur- 
pofes of remote Hoftility, they add this remarkable Qualification of it; “ Pofitive Orders upon this 
“© Head we cannot give you, becaule you muft undoubtedly act according to the Emergency of 
“© Affairs.” 

There are other Paffages in the Letters of the Court of Dire€tors to their Servants in Bengal, 
which allow of a Difpentfation from their general Rule, and fome which even preferibe, in expreis 
Terms, a Deviation from it.—The following are Inftances of both : 

General Letter to Bengal, dated 28th Augut 17, 7 ‘ But the Conduct of the Rohellas and 
* Jauts is rather a Matter of Concern than Surprize to us, as the King and Sujah Dowla neglected 
«¢ the Occafion to unite with thofe Powers effectually to repel the common Ditturbers of the Lém- 
‘© pire, and confine them within the Limits of their former Poffeffions. ‘To whatever Caules this 
* general Timidity or Supinenefs may have been owing, we find ourfelves equally affected, and the 
Tranquillity of the Provinces endangered thereby, but as the Projects of the King, or the Conduct of 
* the Vizier, are at prefent too myfterious for us to decule on the Motives of their Inactivity, and 
“© as we know not what Alliances may be formed to juffify us in carrying our Arms beyond the Bounds 
** of their Dominions, we are prevented from propofing any precife Plan tor your Guidance in this 
“© Refpect. But fhould your fubsequent Advices enable us to form a more certain Judgment of the 
“* Expediency of departing from the Plan we have laid down, we fhall communicate to you, by jome 
% early Conveyance, how far we may be difpofed to carry our Arms beyond the Bounds of the Provinces, 
* or the Territories of our Allies, and become the Parties in an offenfive War.” 
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It. That the Robellas ate a Nation. 


It is a Fact of Notoriety, and has been proved by Examinations which were taken at the Board of 
Fort William in December 1774, and inferted in the Reports before this Elonourable Houle, that tle 
Rohellas are not a Nation, but a Body of Foreign Adventurers, who made themfelves Matters of 
the Country to which they have fince given their Name; and even the laft Government of it was an 
Ufurpation on the Firft Ufurpation. 


id. That I entered into an Engagement for their Extirpation, 


Much Declamation has been ufed upon this Word, until its original Senfe has been loft in the Colourings 

which have been giventoit. Yet] avow the Word, and the Defign attributed to it. It was the profeffed 
Intention of the Nabob Shuja Dowla, and of courfe mine, as connected with it, to extirpate the Rohellas, 
that is, ** to expel or remove them from the Country which they occupied, without fuffering the {malleft 
 Veltige of their Power to remain in it. In this Senfe I did moft certainly agree to affift the Vizier, and 
“ fo did the late Prefident and Council; nor can I conceive how the War could have been undertaken 
© with any other Object.” Thefe Words I borrow from my Minute in Council, dated the irth January 
1775. Iwill add what immediately follows in the fame Minute, asa Reply both to this and the pre- 
ceding Article. ‘ The Majority know, as well as myfelf, that the Rohellas are not the People of 
“ the Country, but a Military ‘i'ribe, who conquered it, and quartered themfelves upon the People, 
without following any Profeflion but that of Arms, or mixing in any Relation with the Native In- 
habitants, I have already defcribed the Nature of this Tribe in the Ninth Paragraph of my Ob- 
fervations on the Firft Letter of the Majority ; and the fame Account of them has been given by 
Colonel Leflie and Major Hannay, and, if I miftake not, by Colonel Champion himielf, in their 
Examination taken before the Board on the 19th and 28th of December. Major Hannay’s Words 
are rematkable; I bee Leave to quote them: / have learned from many People, that it is only within 
50 Years that the Rotellas are become Mafters of the Country to the North of the Ganges; that they 
“ cere originally Afghans, came into Llindoftan under a Sirdar, named Ddood Cawn, and that they Con- 
quered that Country from the Llindoos, and that fince that Time they bave followed no other Profefion 
than that of Arms, and the ancient [indoos have cultivated the Country. Tbe Robellas are Muffulmen, 
of the Sed? of Omer, and the Cultivators of the Country ave [indoos, 1 fuppofe ihe Proportion to be 
about Nine Hindoos to One Muffulman..” 
It will appear, from the preccding ixplanation, that the Extirpation confifted in nothing more than 
in removing trom their Offices the Rohellas who had the Official Management of the Country, and 
from the Country the Soldiers who had oppoted us in the Conqueft of it. Nor was the Precefs a 
fanguinary or hard one, as they had only to pais the Ganges to their Countrymen on the other $ide of 
it, Ina Word, we conquered the Country from the Conquerors of it, and fub{tituted another Rule in 
the Place of theirs, upon the fame Principles of Right and Ufage (the Right of the Was being pre- 
{fuppofed) as a Britith Commander in Europe would expel the Soldiers of a conquered Town, and 
garrifon it with his own, which, by the fame Mode of Speech, and, with equal Propriety, might be 
called an Ixtirpation. 
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IIld. That the Company had never received, nor pretended to receive or apprebend, any Injury whatever 
from the Robellas. 


The Company were joined on equal Terms with the Vizier in the Injury which he had received 
from the Rohellas. 

That Injury was the repeated Breach of Faith, and Refufal given, in Two fucceffive Years, to pay 
the Sum ftipulated for their Defence, and for the Expulfion of the Marattas from their Country. 
w~ Phe Vizier was our Ally. 

Our Government was applied to for its Confent to the Firft Defign of defending the Rohellas 
agginit she Marattas, and the Engagements which followed were negociated by our Commander in 
C ef, General Sir Robert, Barker. ce 

Thefe confifted in Two feparate Inftruments; One a Treaty of mutual Alliance between thigyNa- 
bob Shuja Dowla and the Rohella Chiefs; and the other an Obligation executed by them, tdwpay 
him, in Confideration of it, Forty Lacks of Rupees. Both were executed in the Prefence of Sit Ro- 
bert Barker, and figned by him as a Witnefs to its which, in every Inftance of the Kind thaggbas 
ever paffzd in the Company’s Annals, is equivalent to a Guarantee. The Obligation is in the fe- 
cords of the Secretary’s Office in Calcutta, and the ‘I'ranflation is entered in more than One Pld¢e 
in the Fifth Report of the Committee of Secrecy, 
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IVth. Léat the Nabob Shuja Dowla never complained of an Aggrefion or AG of Hofility, nor pre- 
tended a diftin Gaufe of Quarrel, other than the Non-payment of a Sum of Money in Difpute between 
him and that People. 


There were other juft Caufes of Complaint againft the Rohellas: They had treacheroufly intrigued 
with the Marattas, with the Defign of uniting with them againft the Nabob Shuja Dowla during 
the Subfiftence of their Engagement with him, and at the very Time that he was in Arms for their 
Defence, Indeed a Part of them had actually joined the Marattas, and the reft were on their 
March for that Purpofe, and were prevented only by the timely Arrival of Sir Robert Barker in 
their Country, in the Beginning of the Year 1773, with a Brigade of the Company’s Troops in 
Conjunction with the Nabob’s. 

This appears from various Parts of the Correfpondence of Sir Robert Barker, and others, in the 
Appendix of the Fifth Report of the Secret Committee ; and in Sir Robert’s Letter of the 6th of 
April, he fays of them, “ It is well known that neither Promifes nor Oaths have been able to bind 
“6 this treacherous Sect of People to their Engagements,” 


Vth. That the Haft India Company were not Parties to the Engagement, or Guarantees thereof, nor bound 
by any Obligation whatever to enforce the Execution of it. 


That the Company were Parties to the Engagement, has been proved in the Reply to the Third 
Article. That they were bound co fupport the Nabob Vizier in afferting his Right, or to affere their 
Own, is a Queition not neceffary to the Charge: Ic is fufficient that the Right has been proved, 


Vith. Yhat I did not make Enquiry, nor give Notice, nor offer Mediation, &8¢. 


Sir Robert Barker and the Vizier had been engaged in continual Negociations with them for 
the Recovery of the Money in the Years 1772 and 1773, and they had conftantly evaded the 
Payment. 

The Fact was notorious, and there could not be any Obligation to give them Notice, that they 
might be the better enabled to defeat the Enterprize, 


Viith, But that I did fimulate the Nabob of Owd to the Enterprize. 


My Conduét in this Inftance will be fully explained when I proceed to the Narration of the whole 
Tranfaétion, I fhall here but obferve that I thought the Ground of War juftly eftablifhed ; that 
the Nabob Shuja Dowla had repeatedly urged our Confent to it, and that I made Ute of the 
Earneftnefs with which he purfued this favourite Point, to engage his Agreement to a Syftem of 
ufetul Alliance with him; which | obtained, and date from it the fubfequent Power and Profperity 
of the Company in Bengal. 


Vilith. bat I obliged bim to accept even the Permifion to relinquifh the Execution of tt as a Favour, 
and to make Conceffons for it. 


This is a Perverfion of a plain and fimple Fac&t.—I had required Fifty Lacks of Rupees for the 
Price of the Ceffion of Cora and its Dependencies: He pleaded his Inabif¥“#o pay fo large a Sum, 
and to defray the War with the Rohellas, and the encreafed Subfidy ‘for our Army. I agreed to 
remit Five Lacks of the Demand; and when he propofed to fufpend the Defign againft the Ro- 
hellas, which removed the former Plea, I demanded, and he confented to replace the Five Lacks, 
and the Stipulation for Cora remained as it originally ftood in my Demand for it, at Fifty Lacks; 
and thus the Tranfaction is ftated in my original Report of it.. 


IXth. bat the Engagement was verbal, and not bound by a written Treaty. 


It is true, that the Firft Propofition for the Rohella War was difcuffed and terminated in Gon- 
verfation ; but the Terms on which it was to have been undertaken were committed to Writing, 
ahd made Parts of the Draft of the Treaty concluded with the Nabob Shuja Dowla, at Benaris; 
but were withdiawn from it at his own Inftance, and left unnoticed, becaufe the whole Bufinefs ap- 
pertaining to it was poftponed, and, as I then believed, wholly given up. Afterwards, when it was 
refumed, the Terns of our mutual Engagement were ftated in the Letters which pafied between 
the Nabub and myiclf; and the Event proved that the Obligation in this Mode was as binding as 


a ‘Lreaty, in all its Forms, could have made it; for the Sum {tipulated to be paid to the aa or 
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for their AGiftance in the War, was-acknowledged by the Nabob to be due when it might have been 
difputed, and it has been punctually paid. It might have been difputed, becavle our Army was 
withdrawn while the Country was yet unfettled, and withdrawn without the Nabob’s Confent, and 
againft his Kemonftrances ; which was contrary to the exprefs Terms of the Agrecinent made with 
him. But furely I may afk, is this Defence neceffary? Is every ACt criminal which any Man 
may {tate to be fuch? or is it criminal to have omitted doing what any Man may conceive proper to 
have been done ?—Hard would be my Lot, were my paft Actions:to be meafured by this Teft 
of them; for though the Papers which ] have Officially written, and to which I have contributed, 
would fill many ponderous Volumes, yet their Bulk and Number would have been more than 
doubled, had every minute Tranfaction and Occurrence been minuted which I had deemed of Im- 
portance at the Inftant in which they paffed; and enormous indeed, if to thefe all the Conver- 
fations were added, which either led to Bufinefs, or arofe out of it. / 


Xth. That I confeffed that I [poke the Hindoftan Language imperfeAly, and neverthelefs made no Ufe of an 
Interpreter. 


I will not tranfgrefs the Bounds of my Refpeét for this Honourable Houfe, nor offend the high 
Senfe which J entertain of its Wildom, by offering any Reply to this Article, 


XIth. That I propofed the Acquifition of 40 Lacks of Rupees for the Company, and a Relief to the 
Diftreffes of the Company, as Objects of the Enterprize, 


This 1 acknowledge; and whatever Sentiments may have fuggefted fuch a Motive as a Criminal 
Charge, I fhall never regret the Services and Sacrifices which I have made to my Employers, and to 
my Country, whatever Returns I may have received at the Inftant, or may receive trom either. 


Xlfth. Ghat I tranfereffed the Inftrudtions of the Council, by tranfereffing the Company's Orders to which 
their Powers had refiricted me. 


This is refuted by the Preliminary Expofition which I have offered of the true Conftruction of the 
Company’s Orders on which it is grounded. 


AMl[th. That I fuppreffed the Information of the Agreement originally made with the Nabob Shuja Dowla 
in the Letter which I wrote to the Court of Diretiors from Benaris, advifing them of the Lreaty concluded 
with the faid Nabob on other Subjeéts, 


The Letter which I difpatched to the Court of Directors from Benaris was written to inform them 
of what had been done, and of that but as much as it was effential for them to know. It was not 
neceffary to inform them of what was not done, nor to commit the Secret of a Defign which had 
been dropped, but might yet take place, and which related to a great Political Event, to a ape 
which was to pafs through the Center of Elindoftan, and afterwards through many Nations of Alia 
and Europe, with at leaft an equal Chance of its being intercepted. 

In Effect I fufpect that it a€tually met with that Fate, though written and difpatched in Duplicate; 
for in the Report publifhed by Order of the Court of Directors, 1 find this Letter inferted, with a 
Notice that it was received by them on the 26th of March, which was the Dateof the Receipt of the 
fubfequent Difpatches of the Board, by the Mercury Packet. 

That I may not appear to have been remifs in any Part of the Procefs of my Tranfactions at 
Benaris, I will crave Leave to ftate the following fhort Chronological Recital of it, 

On the 23d of June 1773, I received my Inftruétions from the Board. , On the 7th of September 
I concluded a Treaty with the Nabob Shuja Dowla, conformable to my Inftruétions. On the roth of 
the fame Month I advifed the Court of Directors of it in a Letter dilpatched in Duplicate by Land to 
England. On the 4th of October, I delivered my Report of my Proceedings in my Place, at the Board in 
Calcutta; and on the 12th of October, a Letter was written by the Board, and difpatched by the 
Mercury Packet, to the Court of Direétors, for the declared Purpofe of conveying to them my 
Report, in which all that had paffed relating to the projected Defign againft the Rohellas was fully 
recited : So that the whole Tranfaction was begun and concluded, and underwent every requifice Pro- 
cefs of Official Communication, with a Journey of 1500 Miles, in the Courfe of lhree Months and 
Nineteen Days. ! 

The following is an Extract of fo much of my Report as relates to the prefent Subject : si 

“© The Vizier was at firft very defirous of the Afiftance of an Englith Force to put him in Poffef- 
“¢ fion of the Rohella Country lying North of his Dominions, and Eaft of the Ganoes. ‘Lhis has 
** Jong been a favourite Object of hig Withes, and you will recollect that the Firft Uccafion of my 
*¢ Jate Vifit was furnifhed by a Propofal of this Kind. He had certainly jult Grounds of Relentmenct 
‘« againft the Chiefs of this Nauon, who had not only failed in their Engagements to pay him Forty 
‘“* Lacks of Rupees for his Protection againft the Marattas, but had actually fupphed chem with 
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“ Money when they appeared in Arms againft him. Ile offered to make the Company a Confider. 
** ation.for this Service, of Forty Lacks of Rupees, befides the ftipulatéd Sum for the expences of 
““ our Troops; but he afterwards laid afide this Defign, fearing that it would difable him from ful- 
‘ filling his Engagements for Corah and Illahabad. I enclofe for your Obfervation, N° ro, the 
‘* original Agreement of the Rohella Chiefs, witneffed by General Barker; N° 11, a Tranflation of 
“ the fame, N° 12, a Tranflation of a Letter which I received from Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, in 
«© whofe Name the Agreement was ratified ; and N’ 13, a Tranflation of a Narrative delivered to me 
** by the Vizier, in Reply to it. The Mesures to be purfued for bis Security on that Quarter muft there- 
“+ fore be determined by future Occurrences. 1 was pleafed that he urged the Scheme of this Expedition 
“no further, as at would have led our Troops to a Dillance from our Borders, which I would wilh 
“ ever to avoid, although there are powerful Arguments to recommend it.” 


rs 


RlVth. That I entered a falfe Report of the Tranfattion in tbe Council Books, by reprefenting that the 
Nabeb bad propofed the Defign, but that I was pleafed that be urged the Scheme of the Expedition no 
further, when in Reality and Truth I bad confented to it. 


There is nothing like a Contradiction in the Reprefentations which are oppofed to each other, to 
eftablifh the Guilt of Falfehood which is here laid to my Charge. 

I affirm, and the Records of this Houfe prove incontettibly, that the Nabob did propofe, did firft 
propofe, the Defign of the Rohella War: Nay chat ic was the Foundation of my Journey to Benarts. 
It appears in various Parts of the fame Authorities, thit | availed myfelf of his eager Solicitude for 
the Attainment of this Point, to engage his Affent to others of neceflary Confequence, and of much 
ton Value to the Company ; and it is certain that I was pleated to have obtained them without the 

eceffity of making this Conceffion, when he himlelf relinquifhed it. The internal Movements of 
the Mind admit of no determinate Evidence to prove them, but that I was in a Situation which was 
mott likely to have affecled me in the Manner which I have defcribed, I have abundant Proof. 

The Dominions of the Nabob Shuja Dowla, our Ally, lay open and expoled to that poffeffed by 
the Rohellas, both confifting of One vatt Plain, without any natural Line of Divifion or of Obftruétion 
between them; and both were fhur in by the fame common Boundary, the Ganges, clofing them in 
the Northern Excremity, with impenetrable Mountains. 

The Marattas had fucceffively attempted to poffels themfelves of this Country; and, but for the 
Affittance of the Nabob’s Forces united with thofe of the Company, they would have fucceeded : 
The Rohellas, though thus effectually and feafonably protected by the Nabob Shuja Dowla, had openly 
negociated with the Marattas, and had fhewn manifeft Difpofitions to unite with them againft their De- 
fender, The fame Scenes might be renewed the next Year, and repeatedly, with equal Danger to the 
Nabob Shuja Dowla, whether the Marattas obtained complete Pofleffion of the Country, or the Ro- 
hellas joined with them to carry their Ravages into his. The Company’s Interefts, which were at all 
Times involved in the Security of the Nabob Vizicr’s Dominions, had acquired a ftrong additional 
Tie by his recent Engagements with them. 

The Rohellas had afforded him a jut Caufe for War, and for all the Confequences of it, by their 
repeated Breach of Engagement, and he had a Right to our Concurrence and Affiftance in the Pro- 
Jecution of it. 

Thefe were the Grounds for undertaking the War; and on thefe Grounds, had he not himéelf 
Shrunk from it, I fhould have thought myfelf bound to join him in undertaking it, 

On the other Hand, there were ftrong Arguments ot Difcouragement, which operated againft the 
Undertaking. 

The Succefs of it, though morally certain, might have been attended with greater Difficulties than 
when it was afterwards attempted, by Reafon of the Neighbourhood of the Marrattas, who would 
certainly have been invited to take Part againft us. ‘The fame Doubts which the Vizier entertained 
of his Ability to pay the ftipulated Sum, in Addition to thofe of our other Claims upon him, might as 
obvioufly occur to my Mind, with all the Confequences both of public and private Embarraffiment 
from the Failure. My Authority, on which the continued Support of the Enterprize would depend, 
was but accidental, and liable to Variation; and even that of the Board collectively, in Points of a 
Political Nature, had tor fome Time fcarce appeared, but under the Influence and Agency of the 
Commander in Chief, whom I had offended by withdrawing it from him; yet, he muft have been 
employed, and in Effect my own Choice had preferred him, in the Execution of the Plan, poffibly 
with his own Judgment oppofing it. 

To thefe Objeétions, which related immediately to the Meafure itfelf, others occurred, which were 
of a foreign and adventitious Nature, and fome which were merely perfonal and private. 

The Firft of thefe Dittinctions regarded the State of the Company at Home, their Charter draw- 
ing near to its Expiration, and a ftrong popular Prejudice excited and univerfally prevailing againft 
both them and their Servants, The Second, my own Situation, and that of my Colleagues and 
Coequals in the Council. 

I owed my Appointment in the Government to Motives which, though highly honourable to thofe 
who had nominated me to it, were buta limited and tranfitory Dependence. 1 had no natural Intereft 
at Home, no perfonal Connections, nor any other Means of Support, than fuch as [ might gradually 
and eventually acquire by my Reputation in Office. In the mean Time, all my Actions were to = 
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viewed through a very remote Medium, with a Thoufand Refractions of private Intereft; f{ecret 
Mitreprefentation ; general Prejudice; and the Precipitation of uninformed Judgment, and above 
all, the Situation of my Employers not allowing them the free Exercife of theirs. The Meafure 
itfelf derived its Propriety from Circumftances of nice Relation and various Detail, which few could 
Gnderftand without fome previous Knowledge, .or Study, of antecedent Events and Jocal Situation, 
and which were eafily liable co Mifconflruction, It was repugnant to the general Policy of the 
Company, and depended for its Sanétion on conftructive Orders, of which the Court of Directors, 
who framed them, had a Claim at leaft to the fole Right of Interpretation. Fhefe Confiderations, 
with others of a fimiliar Nature, preffed with a more fenfible Weight upon my Mind at this Time, 
by the Means of recent Advices privately received from England, which reached me while I was 
within a tew Days of my Arrival at Benaris, and by which | learnt that a new Commiffion had been 
appointed trom Home, to make Enquiry into the State of the Company’s Alfairs in Bengal, and to 
Superiede the Powers of its a¢tual Adauiniftration, 

With fuch Profpeéts of Dilcouragement, will it be fuppofed that in the Solicitude of my Zeal for 
the public Service, or, if | muft adopt the Language of Invective, in the Purfuit of an irregular Am- 
bition, I had no Intervals of fecret Leifure for the Mind to turn the Glais upon its own Concerns ? 
J well knew what my Duty required of me, and that I was determined on performing, in Defpite of 
every inferior Concern; yet, when I was relieved from the Obligation by the Nabob’s Renunciation 
of his Defign, which could be profecuted only at his Requifition, and theretore no Duty of my own 
oppofed the Forbearance of it, I might then both naturally and allowably yield fome Indulgence to 
my private Feelings. I certainly was glad to be freed from the Embarraffments, which 1 had appre- 
hended in the Profecution of the Plan, though I fhould have paid no Regard to them, had I been full 
required to proceed in it. This Oppofition of my private and reftrained Wifhes to my Senfe of what 
was incumbent on me in my public Character, will be found to accord exactly with the Sentiments 
exprefied upon the fame Subject in my Minutes delivered upon both Occafions, in which the Subject 
of the Rohella War was introduced to the Notice of the Board, both when the Delign was frit pro- 
pofed and withdrawn, and afterwards propofed and adopted by the Board, 

But perhaps I have miftaken the intended Senfe of this Part of the Charge; and it is not the 
Inconfittency of my private Feelings with my public Actions, which is alledged againft me, but 
fimply the Information given by me to the Board, that the Defign of the Expedition had been dropped, , 
when in Fact it yet exifted, with my Engagement to profecute it. 

If I have miftaken the Meaning of this Paragraph, and unneceffarily wafted the Time of this 
Honourable Houfe in fo long and laboured a Refutation of a Charge not made againft me, I humbly 
refer mylelf to the Candour of this Houfe, and beg Leave to afcribe my Error to the Manner in which 
the Charge is drawn and printed, with Intricacy of Conftrudtion, and a frequent Change of Type; 
many Words, and even whole Sentences, being printed in Italic Characters, as if indicating fomé im- 
plied Guilt, or aggravating that exprefsly alledged againft me, Nor is this Practice (whether fair or 
not, this Honourable Houle will determine) confined to the Paragraph in Quettion of this Firft 
Charge, nor even to this fingle Charge, but pervades, with the like Ambiguity, every Part of every 
Charge exhibited againft me. 

I now proceed to reply to this Article, in the Senfe which I have juft inferred from it. 

In my Reply to the preceding Article, I have inferted the Whole of my Report, of what paffed- be: 
tween the Nabob Vizier and myfelf at Benaris, on the Subject of the Firft Propofal for rhe Rokelts 
War, in an Extract from my Report ot all my Proceedings there. This Report ftated, thatthe Vi- 
aier was defirous of our Affiftance apain(t the Rohellas, and offered Terms fur it , but that, for Reafons 
affigned, he afterwards laid it afide, ‘ that the Meafures to be purfued for his Security on that 
" Quarter, were therefore to be determined by future Occurrences ;” and * I was pleafed that he 
“urged it no further.” There the Bufinefs refted, and as I certainly did believe it at that Time, 
finally, though the Obligation {till’remained, if the Nabob fhould again lay Claim to it, and ne Change 
of Circumftances intervened to alter it. 

On the 26th of November of the fame Year, the Subject was again introduced at the Board, with 
a Requeft of the Vizier, for the Renewal and Profecution of it; and the following was my Recital of 
the Tranfaction more at large, in a Minute which | delivéred upon the Occafion: - 

“In this Situation, here appears an unufual Degree of Refponfibility annexed to fuch an Under- 
« taking. I would therefore recommend it to ferious Confideration; and at the fame Time I 
“ think it my Duty to declare, thar I find myfelf embarraffed in a peculiar Manner in my Decifion, 
from the Circumftances of what paffed between the Vizier and myfelf at Benaris, The Board will 
recollect, that this very Country was included in the Line of defenfive Operations which they 
thought proper to adopt laft Year in Support of the Vizier ; ard it is now neceffary to acquaint 
them more fully, that the Vizier at the Interview did propofe this Expedition to me, and earneftly 
folicited my Affiftance ; that I regarded this Requeft as a lucky Circumftance in the Negociasion, 
and availed my/felf of it, as the Means of purchaling the Vizier’s Compliance with the other Meafure, 
which was the principal Obje&t of my Commiffion. I contented to it; engaging to affift him in the 
Enterprize, on the Conditions with which the Board are alieady acquainted. Afterwards, from @ 
Sulpicion of his own Ability to make good fo many pecuniary Engagements at once, as thofe he 
had undertaken, he himfelf made the Propofal for fufpending the Rohella Expedition; but the 
“ Condition which took its Rife from it, viz. that the future Payments of the extra Charges of the 
“« Army fent at any Time to his Affiftance, fhould be fixed at Two hundred and Ten thoufand Rupecs 
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‘¢ per Month for a Brigade, was ftill allowed tq be made an Article of the new Treaty. And it was 
“ further agreed, that ¢ ¢ Stipulation for Corah, which I had with Difficulty raifed to Forty-five 
“ Lacks of Ropees, fhould now be thade Fifty, in Confideration of his being exempted from the 
“ additional Burthen of the projected Campaign, and better enabled to fulfil his other Payments. 
It is unneceffary to explain the Motives which urged the Vizier to make Conceffions for the Li- 
berty of relinquifhing a Point which he had apparently fo much at Heart, and which I was not fo- 
licitous co purfue: The Detail would be tedious—the Gentlemen who were with me, and to 
whom I made daily Communication of the Progrefs of the Negociations, will remember, that fuch 
was the Iffue of this Part of them. The Expedition remained only fufpended; and I gave him 
every Reafon to expect, that whenever it could again be with Prudence refumed, and he defired it, 
it fhould be undertaken. 
“© This is the Predicament in which I now ftand with the Vizier; and although, from a Fear 
of his not being able to fulfil his Part of the Agreement, I with to avoid engaging in the Project 
for the prefent, yet it appears to me, that a direct Refufal, after what has paffed, would have an 
eae Afpect, and might admit of the Conftruction of Artifice and Infincerity in our Dealings 
with him.” 
I now throw myfelf on the Juftice of this Honourable Houfe to determine, whether there is any 
other Difference between the Two Recitals, than that the latter is more detailed and enlarged than the 
former, which ftates little, more being then unneceffary. Had the Engagement in the Firft Inftance 
ftood, it would have conftituted an Article in the Treaty, which was at that Time concluded, and 
the Draft of it is ftillon Record; but the Nabob himfelf declining it, it retained no other Force on 
our Government, than that which the Spirit of Elonour and fair Dealing might allow, and the Cir- 
cumftances of Affairs admitted. Thefe had received no other Alteration, than the Departure of the 
Marattas, occafioned by a late Revolution in their own State, which was likely, for a Length of Time 
to come, to prevent them from interfering in our Operations, 

If further Evidence of this Conftruction is neceflary, the following Extract from the Letter of the 
Nabob Shuja Dowla, which furnifhed the Subject.of Debate, of which the preceding Minute formed 
a Part, will put it beyond the Poffibility of Doubt. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Nabob Shuja Dowla, received the 18th November 1973. 


“ During our Interview at Benaris, we had fome Converfation on this Subject ; and it was then 
agreed on, that I fhould pay to the Company the Sum of Forty Lacks of Rupees, after the Extir- 
‘¢ pation of the Rohillas; and Two hundred and Ten thoufand Rupees Monthly, on Account of 
‘© the Englifh Brigade, during my Operations in the Rohilla Country; and that I fhould, with the 
© Affiftance of the Enghifh Forces, endeavour to punifh and exterminate the Rohillas out of their 
¢ Country. 

“s If therefore thefe Terms are agreeable ta you, I defire to know whether you will aft me with the 
“ Englifo Forces, or you will not.” 


When I wrote the Minutes from which the preceeding Extracts are taken, I little fufpected that the 
Time would come when they were to be put to the Rack of verbal Criticifm before the Houfe of 
Commons of Great Britain. 

I look back with Pain on the many Pages which have been filled with this Part of my Defence, 
in a Difcuffion which I myfelf cannot but confider as unworthy to take up fo much of the Attention 
of this Honourable Houfe, did not the Occafion of it implicate the Plaufibility of every other 
Charge inftituted againft me, and caft the Colour of Reproach upon the moft important Tranfac- 
tions of the Britith Government in India, during the Courfe of Thirteen Years, from the imputed 
Depravity of Character in him who directed them, 

A Charge of Falfehood in Terms, of deliberate Falfehood, imprints fuch a Senfe of Infamy on 
an ingenuous Mind, as even the fulleft Refutation of it cannot wholly efface; fince it taints the 
Source itfelf of every honourable Principle, and follows its devoted Object into all his Habits of 
Society, even to his deareft Connections. 

I hope, therefore, I fhall not be deemed to depart from the great Refpect which I owe and truly 
profefs for this Auguft Affembly, if on this Occafion | abandon for an Inftant the degraded Con- 
dition ef a Man arraigned, and affume my Claim to the Rights of Refpect which my Rank in Office, 
primarily atid repeatedly affigned ta me by this Honourable Houle itfelf, authorizes me to affert. 

If, after a’ patient and full Examination of all the Charges exhibited againft me, I thall appear to 
merit that Punifhment which the Juftict of my Country exacts for High Offenders, let me receive 
it,—T will fubmit with what Refignation I can to my Doom, how much foever my own Confcioufne(s 
of -becepr Dedert may revolt sgaink it.. Let me not, however, be punifhed before Conviction by the 
Admiilfion 6f hard Epithets, and difgraceful Invectives again me, I am warranted by the Doctrine 
of thy Religion, to protéft againft fuch a Treatment; for this teaches me, that even a bleffed Spirit 
of Heaven Conténding with the Devil “ durft not bring a tailing Accufation againft him,” but if 
the Refolt hall prove, than a long, difficult, and peril@us Service, I have condudted myfelf with 
Jntegrity; aiid with «Beat for the Interefts of my Employers, and my Country, manifefted by an in- 
variable Train of Tapretifal Meafares;_ that I was eg preferving One great and valuable 
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‘Branch of the Britith Empire committed to my Charge, from threatened Annihilation; and left ic 
in a Stave more profperous than I received itya-what Atonement will this Honourable Houfe in 
its Juftice ordain for the Injury which I fuftain by having been branded-on its Records, and under 
the Sanftion of its Authority, with the vile and abhorred Character of a Verres, an Opprefior, a 
Defrauder, a Traitor, and even of & Lyar? 


j 


XVeh. hat Land the Council engaged in the Enterprize under Circumfances of uncommon Re/ponfibility 
and Perfonal Hazard. 


This f admit, but not in the Terms of the Text, nor with the Implication of Criminality, I know 
not on what Grounds affixed to it, 


XVith. That no Part of the Money due for the Robella War was recovered till after the Eftablifoment 
of the new Government in Bengal, and that theWhole remains in Effect and Subftance unpaid to this Day. 


The Meaning of this Charge feems to be, that fo long as any Balance remained due from the 
Nabob of Owd, in the running Account between him and the Company, that Balance arofe exclu- 
fively out of the Stipulation for the Rohella War, whatever Debts may have been incurred, or Pays 
ments made, though of Millions on both Sides of the Account, fince that Debt was originally 
contr acted. 

This is contrary to the general Commerce of Mankind; every Debt, in the Order in which it was 
contracted, being univerfally underftood to be difcharged by the Sums received, if equivalent in 
their correfpondent Order of Payment; but let it be as it will, it is now paid beyond all Poffibilicy of 
Queftion; for even while thefe Charges are forming, Advices are received from the Government of 
Bengal, which declare that the Nabob of Owd had paid up the Whole of his Debt to the Company 
of every Kind, without an Anna remaining, 


XVIIth. That the Nadbob Shuja Dowla committed great Alls of Cruelty and Inbumanity in the Profecution 
of the War, and in the Abufe made of bis Viftory , that be violated a Princefs of great Rank, and other 
Women, and that 1 abetted bim therein , that eminent Families were either cut off or banifbed, the Wives 
and Children ruined, and the Country laid wafte and depopulated, 


This Part of the General Charge, if it were true, could only affect me as the Abettor of it. 

That I was not the Abettor of it] certainly know, but cannot difprove it, otherwife than by an Appeal 
to my general Character, which is in the trong Features of it well known, and to the Evidences 
themfelves, which are quoted in Support of the Allegation. I deny that there is a Syllable in chefe 
that proves it, or that, without a Violence on the Conftruction which could convert White into Black, 
even tend to caft the moft diftant Sufpicion of it. 

The Letter written by the Board to Colonel Champion, dated the 23d May 17973, and mine to Mr. 
Middleton, dated the 27th of the fame Month, which I fhall crave Leave to read at the Clofe of this 
Article, are Evidences of my Anxiety and Endeavours, both to obtain a true Knowledge of the Facts, 
and to redrefs them in whatever Degree they might be found to exift; and the Anfwers to both are, 
in my Opinion, a Refutation of the Charge as it ftands againft the Vizier. With refpect to the Firit, 
Colonel Champion, in Anfwer to the Delire expreffed by the Board, “to be immediately advifed of 
‘© the Particulars of the Treatment to which he had alluded,” that is, the Nabob’s Treatment of the 
Rohella Prifoners, begins the Subject with a Sentence that feems to promife the Information tequired ; 
but no fuch Information follows, 

Mr. Middleton’s Anfwer isin Point, and affords a very temperate, and I do believe a moft faithful 
Report upon the Queftion, It is long, and worth the Perufal of thafe who may with for more Infor- 
mation upon the Subject. It no further concerns me.—I am unwilling to quit this Subje& without 
adding, that the Sons of Hafiz Rahmut Cawn were living at Lucknow when F was at that Capital ; 
that they enjoyed a Penfion from the prefent Nabob, which afforded them a decent Maintenance, with 
a Promile of more after Payment of the Nabob’s Debt to the Company, under the Engagements which 
he had contracted with me. They were under no other Reitraint than a Prohibition to re-vilit their 
own Country, and were my daily Vifitors ; for which they no Doubt had the exprefs Permiffion of 
the Nabob, and that Optionally given, for J never intimated the moft diftant With to fee them; and 
indeed they frequently attended him in the Vifits which he himfelf made to me. 

Fyzoolla Cawn, the only furviving Son of Ally Mahmud, the Founder of this little Dominion, 
{till remains in peaceable Poffeffion of as much of his Inheritance as he held before the War, which 
(by a Fatality that might induce a Mind, even but lightly tin&tuted with Superftition, to infer the 
Hand of Providence in fo juft a Diftribution of its Events) clofed with the Death of Hafiz Rakmat, 
the Ufurper of the Rights of bis Patron and Mafter, who had entrufted them to his Guatdianthip, 
and with the Deprivation of the Children of fits Accomplices, as the Punifhment allotted, according 
to their feveral Degrees of Guilt, to the Perpesrators of fo compligared a Treachery. + 
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My Letter to Mr. Middleton, to which I have above alluded, I now entreat Permiffion to tead. tf 
was not aware of the Strength of this Evidence, when on a curfory Infpection I marked it for Refe- 
terce, Iam pleafed to find it, on a more attentive Perufal of it, not only a clear Refutation of the 
Charge, fo far as J myfelfam affected by it, but an Lixample to fhew both the Delicacy with which 
I treated the great Allies of the Company, and the Firmnefs with which I maintained the Rights and 
Honour of my own Nation. 


Extract of a Letter from the Prefident to Mr, Nathaniel Middleton, dated 27th May 1974. 


Colonel Champion complains of the Conduct of the Vizier, in fuffering, and even in ordering his 
Troops to ravage the Country, and in his cruel Treatment of the Family of Hafez Rahmet. This is 
a Subject on which I cannot write to the Vizier; tt might widen the Breach between him and the 
Commander in Chief, and poffibly influence the Nabob to fome private Revenge on the unhappy 
Remains ot Hafez Kahmet’s kamily. I defire, therefore, that you will take an immediate Occafion to 
remonftrate to him againft every Act of Cruelry or wanton Violence: The Country is his, and the 
People his Subjeéts ; they claim by that Relation his tendereft Regard and unremitted Protection. 
The Family of Hafez have never injured him, but have a Claim to his Proteétion, in Default of that 
of which he has deprived them: Tell him that the Englifh Manners are abhorrent of every Species of 
Inhumanity and Oppreffion, and enjoin the gentleft Treatment of a vanquifhed Linemy ; require and 
entreat his Oblervance of this Principle towards the Family of Hafez; tell him my Inftruétions to 
you generally but urgently enforce the fame Maxim ; and that there is no Part of his Conduét will 
operate fo powerfully in winning the Affedtions of the Englifh, as Inftances of Benevolence and Feel- 
ing for others. If thefe Arguments do not aie you may inform him directly, that you have my 
Orders to infift on a proper Treatment of the Family of Hafez Rahmet, fince in our Alliance with 
him the Reputation of our National Character is involved in every AGt which fubjeéts his own to 
Reproach 5 that I (hall publicly exculpate this Government from the Imputation of affenting to {uch 
a Procedure, and I fhall referve ic as an Objection to any future Engagements with him, when the 
prefent Service fhall have been accomplifhed, 


XVUlIth. That I difobeyed a Standing Order of the Court of Directors, «ft, by not producing all my Cor- 
refpondence with Mr. Middleton, the Refident at Owd, and with Colonel Champion, the Commander in 
Chief of the Army employed in the Robella War, to the Secret Committee; and, adly, by refufing to pro- 
duce the fame to the Majority of the Council. 


This Charge contains its own Refutation in the Terms of it; for the Company’s Orders of the 
23d of March 1770, which relate exprefsly to Letters written in Correfpondence with the Country 
Powers, have no Relation to my Correfpondence with Mr. Middleton and Colonel Champion ; nor 
their Inftructions, dated the 3oth of March 1774, either to that Correfpondence, or to any other 
which had paffed antecedent to the Receipt of them. 


° 


X1Xth. That I arrogated to myfelf dangerous Powers, by afferting that Mr. Middleton, the Public 
Refident at Owd, was my Official Agent, and that, being fuch, I was not obliged to communicate bis 
Correfpondence. 


I do not know whether to admit or deny this Allegation; for though I comprehend it in its direct 
Conftruction, I cannot draw any Inference from it which can ferve for che Ground of an Impeach- 
ment, or even of Cenfure. But it alludes to my Minute, dated the 26th October 1774, N° 45 of 
the Appendix of the sth Report of the Secret Committee, every Syllable of which I avow, and 
unlefs a new Inftitute of Morality fhall be invented, for the Purpofe of proving me an Offender againft 
it, I deny chat it contains a Sentiment or Expreftion which is not confiftenc with the moft rigid Princi- 
ples of Obedience, Integrity, Faith, and Honour, 


XXth. That she Court of Direétors, and afterwards the General Court of Proprietors, did unanimoufly 
condemn (along with my Conduét relative te rhe Robella Treaty and War) my Refufal to communicate 
my whole Correfpondence with Mr. Middleton to the Council , yet that I have never yet commumcated the 
Whole of my Correfpondence either to the Governor General and Council or to the Court of Direétors. 


Neither my Refpect for the Court of Direétors, nor my Gratitude and devoted Attachment to the 
Court of Proprietors, fhall reftrain me from faying, that the firft were partial Judges, and that the laft 
were incompetent, as wanting the Means of Information, The latter Part of this Article is true, 
namely, that I have never yet communicated the Whole of my Correfpondence either to the Gaver- 
nor General and Council, or to the Court of Diretors: But it is equally true, that the Court of Bi- 
rectors have never demanded it of me, and that I have uniformly oppofed the Right of the Court 
to exact it, which thould be firit eftablithed before the Refufal to them can be made a Crime. Hove 
ever, the Whole of this Charge J thould prefume cannot properly come under the Difcuffion of this 
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Honourable Houfe ; for in the very Terms of it it is tated, that my Conduct was enquired into both 


by the Direétors and Proprietors, my legal and ultimate Judges, who both pafled their Cenfure upon 
its and in chat Cenfure I received my Punifhment, 


HAVING now finifhed my Examination of the, Charge in my Reply to the material Pointg which 
compofe it, I fhall proceed to recite the Particulars of the Tranfaction to which they all bear a com- 
mon Relation, viz. the Origin, Delign, Progrefs, Conclufion, and Effects of the Rohella War. 

In May 1771, the King quitted Illahabad, and threw him(elf into the Arms of the Marattas, In a 
few Months afterwards he granted them Sunnuds, or Charters, for the Provinces of Corah, Currah, and 
Ilahabad, or the Lands immediately fituated above the Conflux of the Rivers Ganges and Jumma, 
which we had before given to him. In January 1772, General Sir Robert Barker met the Nabob 
Shuja Dowla, at Fyzabad, who propofed various Plans to counteract the ambitious Deligns of the 
Marattas, who were then preparing to invade Rohelcund, The General, by his own Authority, 
ordered a Battalion of Sepoys for the Defence of the Lines at Cawnpoor, The Governor (Mr. 
Cartier) and the Select Committee, on the rath of February 1772, approved of the General’s Con- 
duct, and authorized him to enter into Negociations on the Part of the Company in Support of the 
Nabob’s Views, 

On the 28th of January 1772, the General wrote to the Sele&t Committee, that the Nabob withed 
to protect the Rohellas, and to treat with them, “ which could not be done, he faid, without the 
** Confent of the Englith;” for their Letters ** were written to him in a Stlye as if he was One and 
“* the fame as the Englifh ; and he doubted that, without fuch a Concurrence, they meant to do no- 
** thing with him alone,” 

The dangerous Confequences portended from thefe alarming Symptoms are ftrongly cefcribed in 
the following Extract from a Letter of the General to the Sele&t Committee, dated the 25th of Fe- 
bruary 1772. 

‘¢ T fhould imagine that if the Marattas fucceed in their Attempts of crofling the River, and make 
“© a rapid Progrefs through the Rohella Country towards the Vizier’s Territories, as they have al- 
“ ready given out that they intend cantoning at Lucknow, you will judge it neceffary to advance a 
‘“ Brigade nearer to his Excellency’s Dominions ; for in this Cafe the Approach of the Marattas will 
“© be very quick.” 

On the 28th of February the General wrote that the Marattas had made good their Paffage of the 
River, and given a total Defeat to the Rohellas pofted at the Fords to oppofe them; that he had 
therefore ordered the Brigade at Dinapore to march immediately towards the Vizier’s Dominions, 
excufing his taking fuch a Step without the Authority of the Board, by “ the Exigency of the 
“ Service.” 

In this Part of the 5th Report of the Secret Committee, from which I draw this Recital, I mifs 
the Reply which was written to Sir Robert Barkei’s Letter, but I recollect that the Committeg a 
approved of the March of the Brigade, and countermanded it. oa 

On the gth of April the General wrote that * the Marattas had applied to the Nabob Shuija Dowh 
*¢ to be the Mediator of their Differences with the Rohellas, to which he was much inelined,” .and 
‘© was not to be diverted from this’ Scheme,” though the General had f{trenuowfy oppofed it, and 
prefied him “ rather to form an Alliance with the Rohellas;” the Nabob infifting ‘that he had no 
“© Choice; for he muft either join the Marattas in the total Reduction of the Rohellas, or bring on a 
«* Compromife between thofe Powers; for the Alternative was an Attack on his Dominions after 
s* the Reduétion of the Rohellas,” unlefs (for fo the Senfe follows in the Conftruction) “* the Englhh 
© Forces would join to fupport him in the Undertaking” preferably recommended by the General ; 
and that ‘* he had therefore fent Captain Gabriel Harper to Hafiz Rahmut, and would do his En- 
‘© deavours to procraftinate this Treaty until he received the Committee’s Inftructions.” 

On the 13th of April 1772, I fucceeded to the Office of Prefident of the Council of Fort William ; 
and from that Day only I date my Share of Refponfibility in the Acts of the Government of Bengal. 

On the 30th of the fame Month, the Sele&t Committee for the Firft Time entered into a Confi- 
deration of the General’s repeated References ; and the Sentiments recorded by them on that Occafion 
moft decidedly mark their—-may I be allowed to change the Perfon, and fay ‘* my"—ftrenuous 
Adherence to the cautious and detenfive Syftem enjoined by the Company. 

We approved the General’s ** Endeavours to diffuade the Vizier from entering into any Negocia- 
*© tions which might lead to an Alliance with the *Marattas; fince we might by this Means be pre- 
** cluded from taKing fuch Meafures as the Company’s exact Orders might render neceffury. But we 
** could not approve of a Promife being made to him of the Jun@ion of our Forces in the Profe- 
** cutign of an offenfive War; the more ¢/pecially, as the Court of Direétors, in their Letters by the Lap~ 
“ wing, bad promifed to furnifo us with clear and precife Inflruffions refpefting our carrying on Hoftilities 
** gpainft the Marattas at a Diftance from our own Borders; which,” we added, * might be foon ex- 
«* pected,” but which never came. We exprefled fome Uneafinefs at Captain Harper's Deputation, 
and defired that he might be recalled as foon as he conveniently could be, as we did not chufe to 
** appear as Principals in thefe Negociations.” In the mean Time, the Meafures purfued by Sir 
Robert Barker had taken their Courfe; and while I difavow any Concern in them, 1 may add, that 
they proved fopgumete in their Event. Captain Harper returned on the 21ft of May, after having 
prevailed on Fagg Rahmut to agree to a Perfonal Meeting with the Vizier; the Confequence of 
which was, chggtup.the a7ch of June a Ticaty of Alliance was concluded and reciprocally ioter- 
shanged between the Rohella Chiefs and the Nabob Shuja Dowla; and a feparate Agreement on the 
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Part of the Rohellas, to pay 40 Lacks of Rupees to the Nabob Vizier for the Expulfion of the 
Marattas, ‘* whether effected by Peace or War ;” Ten Lacks to be paid on the immediate lffect of 
his March, ‘* enabling the Families of the Rohellas to leave che Woods, and return to their Habita. 
“ tions ;” che re(t in Three Years. 

Both Deeds were executed in the Prefence of General Sir Robert Barker, and his Signature affixed 
to bgth as a Witnefsto them, But the fame Act made him the Guarantee of both; and virtually, 
by his Reprefentation, extended the fame Obligation to the Company ; for it has been fhewn, that 
he was the Inftrument of the Negociation, and that the Rohellas themfelves had refufed to treat with 
the Nabob alone, that is, without the Jundtion of the Englifh Name and Faith with his. 

Thus it appears, that by a regular and natural Gradation of Events, the Government of Bengal 
found itfelf entangled in the Firft Movements of a War which it had fought to avoid, but which was 
in its Principle and Object definfive; and though extending beyond the Line of its prefcribed Opera 
tions, had been recently marked out as an Exception to it by the Court of Diredtors, in their General 
Letter of the 28th of Aupuft 1771, which is that to which the Select Committee alluded in their 
Inftructions to General Sir Rabert Barker of the 30th of April; and that whether the Meatures which 
led to this Crifis of Affairs were right or wrong, or whether the Events which produced it mile ot 
ought to have been diverted into another Direction, I myfelf have no Concern in either Quettion, 
The Movements of the Machine (if ] may be allowed the Figure) had received their Firft [mpalle 
from other Hands, before the Charge of it could be affirmed in any Senfe to have devolved to mine, 
and were independent of me, In this State, Progreis, and Direction, I received the Share allotted 
to me in its Management; and to thefe, even in the fubfequent Conduct of it, my Judgment was 
neceffarily compelled to bend itfelf, whether I approved of the palit, or difapproved it, 

I entreat the Permiffion of this Honourable Houfe to proceed in my Narrative in the Words of 
my Letter, written on the fame Subjeét, and for a fimilar Purpofe, to the Court of Directors, on the 
gd of December 1774. Some Claim I may be allowed to an Indulgence of Time for my Reply to 
the other multiplied and voluminous Charges exifting againft me; the laboured Production of Years 
requiring Days for their Refutation: I fhall hereby avoid the Delays of Refererence and Compilation, 
and can with Confidence offer this Recital as genuine, fince it was written with the frefh Impreffion 
of the Facts and Events which appertain to it; and with it I fhall clofe my Defence againft the Firft 
Charge exhibited againft me. 


“« EX TRACT of a Letter to the Court of Directors, dated 3d December 1773. 


In the Beginning of the Year 1772 the Marrattas invaded the Country of the Rohillas, which, 
aftera fhort but ineffectual Oppofition at Sukkertol, was left at large, expoicd to their Ravages. The 
Vizier, alarmed at their Approach to the only Part of his Dominions which was eafily acceffible by fuch 
an Enemy, applied with fuch Earneftnefs to Sir Robert Barker, who was at that Time with him, for 
the Afliftance of an Englifh Force, and the General thought the Neceffity fo urgent, that of his own 
Authority he fent Orders to the Firft Brigade, which was ftationed at Dinapore, to march Inftantly into 
the Province of Oude. The Board difapproving this irregular Proceeding, refufed their Confirmation 
of it, and the Brigade having reached the Length of Benaris, remained there ull the Beginning of 
June, and then returned to its former Station. The Vizier availing himlelf of this Movement, 
offered his Protection to the Rohillas, and entered into a gcneral Treaty of Alliance with the Chicts 
of that Nation, and a feparate one with Hafez Rhamet Cawn, their Principal, who in their Name, 
and with their Authority, engaged to pay him qo Lacks of Rupees for that Support, whenever the 
Marattas evacuated the Country : Tranflations of both Treaties are recorded at Length in the Con- 
fultation of the 23d July 1772; and the Original of the latter is in the actual Poffeffion of the 
Secretary, attefted by General Barker, who was prefent at the Ratification of both. 

On the Approach of the rainy Seafon the Marattas evacuated the Country, and the Vizier demanded 
the {tipulated Recompence from the Rohillas, but they evaded the Payment. 

In the latter End of 1772, the Marattas having extorted from the King a Grant of the Diftricts of 
Corah and Kurrah, which had been Ceded to him by the Company for the exprefs Purpofe of main- 
taining his Dignity, were preparing to take Poffeflion; and as this Acquifition would have made 
them Mafters of the whole Tract of Country lying between the Rivers Ganges and Jumna, and 
bordering upon the Province of Oude, the Vizier again applied for Affiitance to repel fuch dangerous 
Neighbours. 

The Proceedings of the late Council, in their Secret Department of the ift I'eb’ 1773, treat this 
Subject very largely, and fhew how much they confidered not only the Safety of the Vizier but even 
of the Company’s Poffeffions, to be endangered by this formidable Encroachment of the Maratta 
State. It was ultimately concluded, to comply with the Requifition of the Vizier, by fending the 
Firft Brigade for the Protection of his Dominions againit any Attempt which the Marattas might 
make on them; and alfo determined to prevent their Defign on Corah, by taking prior Poffeflion 
for the Company, who had certainly the beft Title to ic when the King could no longer keep it. 
It was not to be iuppofed that the Marattas would quietly fubmic to the Lofs of a Territory, which 
they had uled the moft perfidious Means to obtain ; and every Precaution was therefore neceffary, 
to guard againft their Efforts to recover it. 
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The Company’s Orders of 28:h Auguft 1771 exprefsly allowed the Neceffity of departing on fome 
Occafions from the limited Plan which they had for a long Time paft enjoined ; and in Confequence, 
the Rohilla Country, North of the Ganges, was included within the Line of Action preferibed to 
the General in his Inftruétions ; becaufe, if the Marattas, ether by the Defeat, or, which was ds 
likely to happen, by the Defertion of the Rohillas to their Caufe, fhould gain a Footing in thac 
Country, nothing could oppofe their entering into the Province of Oude, and laying tc wafte, in 
Spite of any Attempt of our Forces, united with the Vizier’s, to prevent them; the Map which ac- 
companies this will demonftrate this Truth more powertully than any verbal Argument. 

It was not to be fuppofed, that the Marattas, whofe Ambition for fome Years paft had afpired to 
univerfal Conqueft, and who had extended their Arms from the Centre of the Balaghaut to che 
Northern Extremity of Indoftan, fhould fitdown contented when they had added the Douab, Corah, 
and Allahabad to their Dominions; on the contrary, there was every Reafon to apprehend, and it was 
publickly reported in their own Camp, that they would next carry their Operations into the Country 
of the Vizier, and even into the Company’s own Poffeffions, 

On the Grounds which I have defcribed, it was agreed to maintain the Province of Corah againft the 
Marattas, and afterwards to extend our Arms beyond the prefcribed Line of the Dominions of our Ally 
into the Rohilla Country, by a difcretional Latitude allowed the General as abovementioned, which 
he accordingly made ufe of, by marching the Brigade as far as Ramgaut; and we have the ftrongeft 
Reafons to believe, that it was attended with every immediate Advantage which we had projected 
from fuch a Meafure, as the Marattas lay during the whole Campaign of 1773 in the Neighbour~ 
hood of our Army, but without daring either to crofs the River, or to approach the Borders of Corah ; 
and before the fetting-in of the Rains of that Year their Domeftic Troubles obliged them to return to 
their own proper Dominions. 

Of the Refolution to enter the Rohella Country for its Defence againft the Marattas, the Court of 

Directors were firft advifed in the General Letter by the of the 31ft 
March 1773, which arrived in England long before the Departure of the Tranfports. The effectual 
Protection then afforded the Rohellas, and the Departure of the Marattas having eftablifhed beyond 
all Conteft the Right of the Vizier to the 40 Lacks, which had been ftipulated for this important 
Service, and which, by the Terms of the Engagement, were really due the preceding Year, on the Re- 
treat of the Marattas from their Country, he demanded Payment of Hafez Rhamet Cawn, who refufed 
it. The Vizier alfo accufed him of having fecretly encouraged the Marattas, and fent them a Supply 
of Money ; and, if I miftake not, General Sir Robert Barker, in fome of his Letters, mentions the 
fame Circumftance. The Plea of Juftice thus coinciding with the Principles of found Policy, which 
dictated to the Vizier the Neceffity of fecuring himfelf againft the Intrigues and Perfidy of the Ro- 
hillas, who from their Situation were moft capable of hurting him in his Contefts with more power- 
ful Enemies, and from their natural Weaknels, and the Jealoufy infeparable from it, would ever feek 
for their Safety in fomenting or joining in Attempts again{t him, he formed the Defign of invading and 
reducing their Country: As his own Strength was unequal to fuch an Undertaking, he folicited the 
Aid of this Government for effecting it, and made an Offer of 50 Lacks of Rupees to be paid on its 
Accomplifhment, As this Propolal was urged in the warmeft Terms, both in Perfon to Sir Robert 
Barker, and in his Letter to me, and this had long been a favourite Project of the Vizier, the Board 
judged, with me, that ic might afford a fair Occafion to urge the Improvement of our Alliance, by 
obtaining his Affent to a more equitable Compeniation for the Expence attending the Aid which he 
occafionally received from our Forces, and to free the Company from the Embarraffment to which 
they might be fubjeéted, by retaining the Property and Poffeffion of the remote Diftriéts of Corah and 
Iilababad. For this Purpofe, it was agreed that I fhould write the following Letter to the Vizier, 
which | beg Leave to quote at large, becaufe it fixes the Source of thofe Engagements, which took 
Place by a progreffive Train of Meafures, and terminated ta the Rohilla war; and will mark at leaft, 
that this was not the Effect either of a precipitate and unweighed Rciolution, or a tame Acquiefcence 
in the Vizier’s Schemes of Ambition, but the Refult of long Deliberation, originally devifed, and con- 
fiftently employed as an Inftrument of promoting the Intereft of the Company, of perpetuating tlie 
Dependence of their Ally, and converting it to a Channel of Utility. 


; Fort William, aift of April 1973. 
‘“* | have received your Excellency’s Letter, mentioning the Particulars of your Operations againft 
‘ the Marattas. You promife to the General, that whenever the Marattas fhould be driven out of 
‘ the Rohilla Country, and Hafez Rhamet Cawn fhall fulfil his Agreement of 40 Lacks of Rupees, 
«* you will give Half that Sum to the Company; and that, fhould the Rohilla Chiefs be guilty of 
‘a Breach of their Agreement, and we will thoroughly exterminate them, and fettle your Excel- 
“ Jency in the Country, you will in that Cafe pay the Company 50 Iacks of Rupees in Ready 
‘© Money, and exempt them from the King’s Tribute. Upon the fame Subject the General has alfo 
“¢ written to me fully. Every Circumftanéé Which you have written to me I confider as a Proof 
“of the cordial Attachment which fubfift#between us, and of the Confidence and Reliance which 
** you place in the Friendfhip of the Englif’ Company; but the Points which you have propoted 
‘© require much Confideration, and the previous Ratification of a formal Agreement, before I can 
“* affent tochem; otherwife I might incur the Difpleafure of my Employers. 


‘ It is crue chat 1 have long thought chat the Union of the Rohilla Country with yours, ses by 
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st fure and permanent Obligation of Friendfhip, or by reducing it to Obedience, if they thould 
* render fuch an Attempt juftifiable by any A& of Enmity or freachery, would be an advifeable 
Point for you to attain; becaufe by that Means the defenfive Line of your Dominions would be 
completed, by including within it all the Land lying on chat Side of the River Ganges, and you 
would be in no Danger from an Attack on that Quarter, whenever the Marattas fhould commit 
Difturbances in another. But ic appears to me that this is an Obyect not to be attained by an 
occafional View of that Country ; and its Diftance from the Provinces of Bengal will not admit of 
the Continuance of the Englifh Forces longer than the Period which remains of dry Weather, 
‘© You will pleafe to remember they were fent for your Affiftance, and to defend the Province of 
Korah againft the Marattas. Thus far only am I authorized, by the Commands of my Superiors, 
to employ them beyond the Limits of their own Poffeffions; and even this is the Caufe of an 
heavy Lofs and Rifk to their Affairs, efpecially in the Expences of their Troops and Stores, and 
in the Abfence of fo great a Part of their Force, which was originally deftined for the fole Detence 
‘© of the Countries dependant on Bengal. | 
“ You have frequently repeated in your Letters the Remarks, that to wait till the Enemy was at 
your Door, and then to write for the Affiftance of our Forces, would anfwer no good Purpofe ; but 
that every Year the fame Caufe would require their Return to the fame Service, and pats without 
effecting any Purpofe of real Advantage. My Friend, all this is true; but it proceeds from the 
«< Want of proper Meafures having been previoufly taken, and from the imperfect Footing on which 
«& Affairs between us have been eftablifhed. ‘The Concern which the Company take in your Safety, 
‘¢ and the Duties of Friendfhip which their Commands and our own Inclinations equally enjoin us to 
“© obferve inviolably to their Allies, and efpecially to One fo clofely united by an approved Attachment 
“© to them, would not fuffer us to withhold our Aid when your Affairs require it; but it has always 
been with Reluctance that we have fuffered the Army to pafs the Frontiers of our own Country, 
becaufe the Lofs and Inconvenience attending it was certain; and although, joined with your 
Forces, there is no Caufe to fear the moft powerful Efforts of our Enemies, yet the Events of 
War are at the Difpofal of the Almighty ; and the only Fruits which the moft iplendid Succeffes 
‘© can afford us are, the Reputation of having maintained the Faith of our Alliance, in Oppofition 
to every Incentive of Self-Intereft and Self-Defence. Thus circumftanced, we are precluded from 
deriving any Benefit from your Support ; and ours can only afford you a Relief from prefent Dan- 
ger, without any Provifion of future Security. For thefe Reafons, | have often wifhed for a Per- 
fonal Interview with you, for the Purpofe of removing Difficulties, and perpetuating the Alliance 
with your Excellency on Terms more fuitable to our mutual Interefts. Your Excellency alfo hath 
repeatedly expreffed the fame Inclination: I therefore write, that if your Affairs will at this Seafon 
admit of your giving me a Meeting, I will haften to obtain it as foon as I am able, after the Re- 
ceipt of your Letter in Reply to this; if otherwife, I muft wait for it at fome more diftant Period, 
as the Affairs of this Government will indifpenfably require my Prefence at this Place after Three 
or Four Months, and it is uncertain when I fhall again have an Interval of Leifure for fuch a Jour- 
ney, In the mean Time, your Excellency and the General are at a great Diltance from the Province 
of Corah, and the Affairs of that Province require the Prefence of a Perfon on the Behalf of the 
Company, to regulate and take Charge of it, until it fhall be hereafter determined in what Manner 
it fhall be finally difpofed of. I have judged it advifeable to depute Mr. James Lawrell, a Gentle- 
man of the Council of Calcutta, on this Service, and he will fet out accordingly in a few Days, 
which [ hope you will approve.” 
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The Allurement thus held out to the Vizier fucceeded, He propofed, in Reply, a Meeting with 
me at Benaris, which took place accordingly. I found him ftill equally bent on the Defign of 
reducing the Rohillas, which ee as I had before done, by dwelling on the Advantages 
which he would derive from its Succels; but objecting with great Force the Orders of the Com- 
pany, reftri€ting us from fuch remote Schemes of Conqueft ; to which I therefore could not affent, 
without fuch Conditions obtained in Return for it as might obviate their Difpleafure, and win their 
Sanction to fo hazardous and unauthorized a Mealure, I fear not to quote thefe Expreffions, ad- 
drefling mylelf to fair and unbiaffed Judges, who will not infer my real Sentiments from the Style 
and Arguments of a Political Negociation, 

IT told him that the Company had drawn themfelves into great Diftrefs by the enormous Load 
of their Military Expences, One entire Brigade being kept up for the fole Purpofe of maintaining 
a Connexion with him, fince it was ufelefs and unneceflaty to the Protection of our own Provinces. 
That if he wifhed therefore to avail himielf of our Aid, either in preventing, or even in repelling 
the Defigns of his Enemies, he muft firft agree to bear a more equal Share of the Burden of this Ex- 
pence, by paying the whole Charge of the Forces lent him for this Service, while they were fo em- 
ployed: To this, after much Contention, he affented ; and the Sum of 210,000 Rupees, which the 
General computed to be the Amount of the Expence, was fixed as the Monthly Subfidy to be 
paid for the Brigade, whenever it fhould pafs the Borders of the Province of Bahar, on his Requi- 
fition. Having obtained this Point, which I confidered in the Light of a perpetual Military 
Fund, I eafily yielded my Affent to the Rohilla Plan, on the Stipulation of 40 Lacks tor its 
Accomplifhment: 10 Lacks being deduéted from his Firft Offer, on Account of the Difference 
which had taken Place in the Subfidy: 

This Agreement was no fooner made than he fuddenly repented, defired to decline the War with 
the Rohillas till a more favourable Conjunéture, when he fhould be lefs embarrafied by other En- 
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gageinents ; agreeing, however, tothe Monthly Subfidy, whenever his future Occafions fhould oblige 
him to require the Aid of our Vorces, Thus the Rohilla Plan remained rather fufpended than 
wholly abandoned, although it was left optional in our Government to reject or affent to it on a 
future Occafion, Mceflrs. Lawrell and Vanfittart, who were with me at the Time, and to whom I 
tnade a daily Communication, in Writing, of the Subftance of every Converfation which pafled 
between the Vizier and myfelf, will vouch for the literal Truth of this Narrative, as correfponding 
with what J then repeated to them; and I believe it will appear from it, chat although I had not 
engaged the Government, by any exprels Obligation, to comply with any future Application of 
the Vizier to fupport his Pretenfion on the Rohillas, yet, as the moft effential Article of the Treaty 
had originated from this Defign, and had been yielded to in Confideration of my Agreement to 
engage Init, it would have been difhonourable to decline the Undertaking, when propofed under 
Circumftances as favourable to its Succefs, and the general Interefts of the Company, as they were 
when I firit offered to engage in it. Soon after my Return to Calcutta, the Vizier renewed the 
Propofal for invading the Rohillas,; and repeated his Defire of engaging in it on the Conditions 
before agreed upon. A Variety of Arguments concurred to favour it at this particular Time, none 
to oppofe it, The Marattas were fo much occupied by their own Diffentions, that they could not 
even defend their Poffeffions in the Douab, much lefs were they likely to interrupt our Operations 
againft the Rohillas: The King had no Means of Interference but by his General, Nudjetf Cawn, 
for whofe Attachment we had flronger Security in his Interefl, and in his Fear of his Rival, Ab- 
dul Ahed Cawn, than his Matter had in his Allegiance. The Rohillas were too weak to refit 
fo powerful an Attack , and as their Country was opin and undefended, either by Defiles, Woods, 
or Fortreffes, and in its greateft Extent did not exceed 200 Miles; its entire Subjection did not 
require any Length of Time. 

To theie Inducements, which apply only to the Succefs of the Undertaking, other Motives, 
equally powerful, engaged our Attention to it, as a Meafure neceflary to the Interefts and Safety of 
the Company. 

All our Advices, both public and private, reprefented the Diftreffes of the Company at Home as 
extreme. 

The Letters from the Court of Direétors called upon us moft loudly for ample Remittances, and 
a Reduction of our Military Expences. Atthe fame Time, fuch was the State of Affairs in this 
Government, that for many Years paft the Income of the Year was found inadequate to its Ex- 
pence; to defray which, aheavy Bond Debt, amounting at one Time to an Hundred and Twen- 
ty-five Lacks of Rupees, had accumulated. The Board had beftowed much Labour and Time to 
the Retrenchient of their Expences, but much remained yet to be dones and the Regulations 
which they had already formed, required Time to produce any vifible Effect. 

By allowing the Vizier the Military Aid which he required, a Saving of near One Third of our 
Military Expences would be effected during the Period of fuch a Service; the Stipulation of Forty 
Lacks would afford an ample Supply to our Treafury, and to the Currency of the Country; the 
Vizier would be freed from a troublefome Neighbourhood, and his Dominions would be made more 
defenfible, while his Alliance with the Company fubfifted, by being completely fhut in between the 
River Ganges and the Mountains ; and his Dependence on the Company would be increafed by 
that Extention of his Poffeffions, as he himfelf was incapable of defending even his ancient Poffeffions 
without our Support. 

For a more ample Difcuffion of thefe Arguments, I beg Leave to refer to the Confultation in 
the Secret Deparcment of the 26th of November 1773 ; in which it was concluded, after a long De- 
bate, to confent to the Vizier’s Requifition, As a Precaution again{t any Effects which were to be 
apprehended from the Vizier’s Irrefolution, the Conditions originally accepted for this Engagement 
were didlated to him inthe Form of a Letter to be written by him, in which a Claufe was inierted, 
that whether the Country was conquered, or a Peace concluded between him and the Enemy, the 
Stipulation for the Payment of Forty Lacks fhould become equally due. 

Of this Enoagement I fhall {peak more hereafter. 

On the 24th February 1774, the Second Brigade arrived within the Territory of the Vizier.—On 
i7th April, the United Forces entered the Borders of the Rohilla Dominions; and, on the 23d of 
the fame Month, engaged and defeated the Rohillas, with the Death of their Leader, Hafez Rahmet 
Cawn, From that Period the Conquett of that Country may be dated, no material Oppofition hav- 
ing been fince made. 

On the 6th of October, the War was finally concluded by the Treaty with Fyzoolla Cawn. 
Fifteen Lacks of Rupees, which he engaged to pay to the Vizier in Ready Money, were to be im- 
mediately appropriated to the Payment of Part of the Stipulation of Forty Lacks due from the 
Vizier to the Company; and we are informed, that the Vizier has returned with Expedition to Fyza« 
bad, for the exprefs Purpole of dilcharging the Remainder. 

The Subfidy had been punctually paid to the End of September, by the laft Advices received on 
that Sulject from Colonel Champion, dated 24th Otober. 

I now proceed to anfwer the Objections which have been urged againit the Propriety of this 
Undertaking, Thele may be reduced to the following Heads : 


ift, That it was contrary to the exprefs, peremptory, and repeated Orders of the Company. 


1d, That it was contrary to the repeated Neclarations and Promiles of the Board, 
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prefume to place to the Account of the Troubles which have embarraffed the Company at 
Home. ; 
From the above Quotations, and the Confittency which ftrongly marks all the Orders on this 
Subject, I apprehend it will clearly appear, that the Principle primarily iafited upon by the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors, relpecting their Political and Military Operations, was to avoid the 
Extenfion of Territory, and this we have never attempted. 

The Prohibition of Military Expeditions, undertaken beyond the prefcribed Bounds of their own 
Provinces, and thofe of their Allies, on prudential and cautionary Motiyes, or other Caules, inde- 
pendent of Territorial Acquifitions, is only to be inferred from the Tenor and Tendency of their 
Reafonings on the former Subject. | 

It is evident, that it was not from Inattention that heir Orders never exprefigd a Prohibition of 
this Kind, but that they rather avoided it from a Conviction that it might be fometimes neceflary, 
and becaufe it would have been difficult to mark the Limitations of it. 

This Conclufion I draw, not only from the ‘wo laft Paragraphs of their Orders, which I have 
quoted at Length, and which were dictated by the Experience of palt Adyices, and a more inti- 
mate Confideration of the Subject, but even from their Orders fo far back as the goth of June 
1769; in which, having declared againft an Extenfion of Pofleffions in the Fir Paragraph, they 
add in the Third their * Opinion, that the molt prudent Syftem they could purfue, and the moft 
‘« likely to be attended with a permanent Security to whe Provinces, would be to jaciine to thafe 
Chiefs of Indoftan who yet preferve an Independence of the Maratcta Power, and are in a Condi- 
‘ tion to ftruggle with them.” 

But ia the Two laft of the above Quotations there is no Occafion of logical Surmifes to difcover 
the Intentions of the Honourable Court of DireQors; they tell us plainly, that ic is their With * to 
“confine their Views to the Security of their owa Pofleffions, and thofe of their Allies; but that 
“¢ they forefee the Neceffity, in certain Cafes, of carrying their Arms beyond thofe Bounds, and, of 
“+ becoming Parties in an offenfive War ;” and they promife us an early Communication of their In- 
ftrudtions with regard to the Lengths to which they will allow this Doétrine to be extended. In 
their Letter to the Prefidency of Fort St. George, they authorize them, tn exprefs Terms, ‘ to ob- 
‘« ferve no longer the Neutrality fo heartily wifhed for by them, in cale they fhould judge it necef- 
“ fary for their Interefts to depart from it.” And it is not to be fuppofed that the Court of Di- 
rectors would recommend one Line of Condyd for their Goverament of Fort St. George, and an 
oppofite one for Bengal ; much lefs that they would admit of fuch a Deviation from their former 
pacific Plan on merely Political Motives, attended with an heavy Expence, and yet prohibit it 
under Circumftances which, in Addition to the fame Motives, have every Confideration of Econo- 
my to recommend it, with the Profpect of an Increafe to their Finances, at a Time when their 
Diftreffes, both at Home and Abroad, fo urgently required fuch an Increafe, and their molt pe- 
remptory Commands (as I have already obferved) rendered. ic the Fir Object of our At- 
tention. 

I pretume to afirm, both for myfelf and the other Members of the late Cauneil, that no Period 
in the Comipany’s Annals has been more evidently characterized by an exact Submilfion to their 
Commands, than that in which I have had the Honour to prefide in the Adminiftration ; andvfie 
the Truth of this I dare appeal co the Honourable Court of Directors, But in Cafes to winneiy-siet 
Commands do not {pecially apply, to adopt fuch Meafures as at the fame Time approach neareft’ to 
the Spirit of their General Inftructions, and tend moft to the Advancement of thett'Iaterefts, is the 
tuirelt Tet both of our Obedience and Fidelity. 

We might have fuffered the Marattas, under Cover of the King’s Grant, to take Poffeflion of 
Corah and Allahabad, to have allied themfelves to the Rohillas, or eftablifhed themfelves in that 
Yerstory, and lain with their Armies unmolelted on the Borders of the open Country of our Ally, 
the Vizier, till they had completed evcry Preparation for invading it. Such a Forbearance might per- 
haps have been vindicated by the Plea, that the Company had pramifed, at the Wiftance of Two 
Years preceding it, to furnifh us with their Inftruétions for a different Condu; and that, wanting 
tnofe In{tructions, we took for our Rule their lateft Orders on the Subject, which enjoined us to con- 
fine our Views to the bare Security of our own Pofleffions, and thofe of our Allies. This might have 
been a fure Way to guard our Characters againft legal lmputation, although m Fatt it would have 
been inconfiiient with the Security required. But it is not by fuch cold and prudential Cautions that 
the Brith Name has acquired fuch a Luftre in Jadia, nor that the Britifh Empire in Bengal is likely 
to be perpetuated; neither is this the Conduct which the Company demands of us; their Orders are 
informed by a more liberal Spirit, and allow, in fuch Cafes as are not reducible to fixt and invariable 
Pofitions, a difcretional Latitude for the Zeal of their Servants to exert itfelf for their Security, 2 
cannet better illuftrate this, than by the following Extract of their General Letter, dated the goth of 
June 1769, Paragraph 5. “ We eltcem ourfelves bound by Treaty to protect the King’s Perion, and 
** co fecure him the Poffeffion of the Corah and Allahabad Diftriéts. When we wrote, the 11th of 
“« November 1768, we apprehended the Confequences of keeping the Brigade at Allahabad would ° 
‘* be creating in Sujah Dowlah a Jealoufy that would involve us in frefh Troubles, having ac that 
“ Time no Caufe ro efteem him an Enemy; but, impreffed as you were with an Opinion of his’ 
“ hoftile Fntentions and growing Strength, at che Time of the Difpatch of the Valentine, we hall 
* not blame your Caution for deferring the Execution of our Orders for its Removal; nor fhall we 
*< at this Time attempt to give pofitive Direétions for your Conduét, which in fuch critical Cafes 
“ousht feldom to be done, and in which the Situation of Affairs may be varied by unforefeen 
‘““ Events, at the very Moment we are writing ; but having given you, with as much Precifion as 
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“ poffible, a general View of the Syftem by which we wifh to have our Affairs repulated, we mutt 
leave it to you fo improve, to the utmoft of your Power, every Oppertunity of drawing towards 
“ that Point, and whenever you think yourfelves obliged, for our Security, upon emergent Occa- 
 fions, to adopt Meafures of a contrary Tendency, you are to give us very full Realons for {uch 
‘© a Deviation, and endeavour to return to the Path we have marked out as foon as Circumftances will 
6 admit.” 


ad, The Second Objection is partly true. The Board have repeatedly declared, in their General 
Letters to the Court of Dire&tors, their Intentions to adhere to the defenfive Plan recommended to 
them, and to confine their Military Operations within the Limits of the Vizier’s Territories, aad fuch 
were their Determinations when thofe Letters were written ; ‘but, at thofe Times, they had not fully 
experienced the Inconveniencies which attended our Engagements with the Vizier in the Profecution 
of that Syftem, nor had the Remedy occurred which fince prefented itfelf, in the Conditions offered 
for profecuting the Rohilla Enterprize, and which has been fuccefsfully applied. Our Treaty of Al- 
hance obliged us to fupport the Vizier, when his Poffeffions were threatened with Invafion, at an 
heavy increafed Military Expence, and the Exportation of our Currency with our Troops. For 
Three fucceffive Years thefe Inconveniencies had recurred, and it was impoffible to fay how often 
they might recur, At lafl an Occafion took place, when, by a flight Deviation from the defenfive Plan, 
our Alliance with the Vizier might be converted into folid Advantages; the Employment of our 
Troops made to fave near a Third Part of our Military Expences, and the Succels ot their Opera- 
tions to bring a large Flow of Currency, not only into the Company’s Territories, but into their Tre- 
jury , in effect, the very fame Reafons which before urged us to fhun every Mhlicary Expedition, 
namely, the Expence attending it, and the Exportation of our Currency, now operated in the con- 
trary Direction, and recommended the Employment of our Army for the Purpafes of reducing our 
Expences, and adding to our Currency. 

The preceding Argument refpects only the general Subje&t of Foreign Expeditions. It has been 
urged alfo, as an Argument againft the particular Cafe in Queftion, that the Board, when they adopted 
the Meafure of the Rohilla War, were themfelves convinced of the Impropriety of it, from the Decla- 
ration made by them repeatedly, in their Letters to the Court of Directors, of their With aad Hope 
that it might not take Place. 

Upon this I beg Leave to offer the following Reflections : 

A Confiftency of Meafures is difficult to be preferved among a Body of Men, becaufe an accidental 
Majority may occafionally decide for contrary Refolutionss yet fuch a Cale has never happened 
at our Board. A Confiftency of Opinions is not to be expeéted: The Propofition for the Rohilla 
War, after having paffed the Sele€t Committee, was debated for Three fucceffive Days in Coun- 
cil, in which the Board met, as I recollect, both Morning and Evening to difcufs it; no Two Mem- 
bers agreed exactly in Opinion, and it was difficult to reconcile them ; at laft they came to a final 
Agreement, to leave it to me to accommodate my own as nearly as I could to the collective Senie 
of the Whole; which was done with much Management, and the Propofition was agreed to in the 
Manner in which it ftands in Confultation 26th November 1773. 

My Sentiments were the fame invariably from the Beginning, as will be feen from my Report to the 
Board of my Proceedings at Benaris, and my Minute entered in the Confultation above referred to. 
Private Letters are not commonly admiffible as Autharities; but on this Occafion I cannot produce 
a ftronger, both of my own fixed Opinion from the Firft Movement of this Propofition, and of the 
Apprehenfion which influenced the Board, and, I contefs myfelf alfo aguinft it, than in the fol- 
lowing Extract of a Letter which I wrote to a Gentleman in the Direction by the Firft Difpatch after 
my Return from Benaris :—* I was glad to be freed from the Rohilla Expedition, becaufe I was 
“© doubtful of the Judgment which would have been paffed upon it at Llome, where I fee too much 
« Strefs laid upon general Maxims, and too little Attention given to the Circumftances which require 
‘“‘ an Exception to be made from them. Befides this, an Opinion {till prevails of the Vizier’s great 
“« Power, and his treacherous Defigns againft us; and I cannot expect that my Word fhould be taken 
“as a Proof of their Non-exiftence: On the other Hand, the Abfence of the Marattas, and the 
“© weak State of the Rohillas, promifed an eafy Conqucit of them ; and I own, that fuch was my Idea 
‘* of the Conipany’s Diftrefs at Home, added to my Knowledge of rheir Wants Abroad, that I fhould 
‘have been glad of any Occafion to employ their Forces, which faves fo much of their Pay and 
“© Expences.” 

When the Meafure was determined upon, and we had come to a general Agreement, I was averfe 
to introduce any new Subject of Debate, and therefore eter bane in the ExpreMon of a With en- 
tertained by the Board, which might be conftrued as inconfillent with the Refolution we had taken. 
My Sentiments of the Propriety of the Expedition had undergone no Change; but I will not deny, 
that l fele myfelf influenced by the fame Fears which operated in the other Members or the Council, 
that the Propriety of the Meafure might not be feen in the fame Light by our Confticuents ; which 
we knew, from the Temper of the Times, might not only draw upon us their fevere Refentment, 
but aggtavate the Load of popular Odium which has of Jate fallen on their Servants; and, if I mif- 
take not, thefe Reafons are affigned in éxprefs Terms upon our Proceedings. 


3. The Engagements between the Vizier and the Rohillas, which have been already quoted, fuffis 
cienfly evince the Juftice of the Attack upon them, They agreed to make him au Acknowledge 
ment of 40 Lacks of Rupees upon certain Conditions—-he performed thofe Conditions ; and they re- 
tufed Payment of the Money they had promifed, : 
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6th. In Reply to this Objection, I will in the Firft Place affirm, that, mérely forthe Defehce of 
our own Provinces, Two Brigades upon the prefent Eftablifhment are fufficient; a Third is neceffaty 
to add to our Influence amongit the Powers of Indoftan, to fupport our Alliance with the Vizier, 
and to anfwer other Exigencies which may happen at a more remote Period of Time, Upin the date 
Occafion, when the Rohilla Expedition was undetthken, our Apprehenfions of an Invafion from the 
French had entirely ceafed; the Diffentions among the Marattas ‘fully employed them at Flome, and 
are mentioned among the fecondary Inducements in Favour of the Undertaking; there was no other 
Enemy from whom we could have the leaft Apprehenfion of Danger. Such was the Occafion to be 
embraced for effecting our Purpofe, by a temporary Employment of a Third Pars of our Forces ; 
and under fuch Circumftances (even without ree anne upon the Acqpilition which was the imatediate 
Object of the Enterprize, to reduce the Company's Military Expences, by employing that Proportion 
of their Troops which was fuperfluous for the Purpofe of their own Defence) was a great and manifett 
Advantage, but when the ftipulated Acquifition of 40 Lacks, and the Political Advantages refulting 
from the Meafure, are fuperadded, the vifionary Idea of Danger, which did not exift even in 
Imagination at the Time the Expedition was undertaken, can have no Weight as an Objection ; 
efpecially as, from our own Knowledge of the open and defencelefs State of the Rohuilla Country, 
we were morally certain that the Undertaking would foon be brought to an Iffue. By our ancient 
Treaty with the Vizier, we are bound to affift him with our Forces within his paternal Domimons , 
and the Diftance between their Borders and the remoteft Part to which our Troops have marched 1s 
anly 200 Miles, I will only add, that fo long as no immediate Danger threatens our own Provinces, 
itis my earneft Wifh that One of our Three Brigades might conftantly be aia bi with the Vizier, 
as well to fave fo large a Proportion of Expence to the Company, as to prevent the ill Confequences 


of total Inactivity to our Army. , 
ath, The Addition of Territory acquired by the Vizier, inftead of raifing him to be a di age as 
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Neighbour, ferves to render him more dependent upon us than before ; as he bas mote Oceitnds 2 ‘. ve 
Affiftance to enable him to maintain it, and to fupport him againft the Claims off ther Powis, 
If his Increafe of Wealth be an Object of Jealoufy, let it be confidered how largely tte Company 


fhare init. From September 1773 to September 1775 the Sums we have to receive frem him, by our 
late Engagements, amount to 130 Lacks of Rupecs. . 


8th. I have already remarked, that the Firft Propofition for the Rohilla War was made by the 
Vizier, in a Letter which I received from him in June 1773 5 that it was employed afterwards in the 
Negociations at Benares, as an Ioftrument for winning his Confent to the Payment of the full Ex- 
pences of the Troops employed in his Services and that it was not finally refotved on tilt the 26th 
November, after the moft ample Difcuffion in the Select Committee and in the Council; it was rot 
therefore precipitately refalved on. It is true, that no formal Treaty was executed for the Conditions 
on which we were to aflift the Vizier, nor did ‘the Occafion, which was only temporary, require it. - 
The Multiplication of Treaties weakens their Fifficacy, and therefore they fhould be reférved only for 
very important and permanent Obligations, ‘The Form which was dictated to the Vizier for the 
Letter which was to defcribe the Conditions of this Engagement, itis true, id sat oF itfelt’ faficiently 
clear; but it is explained by my Letter which ‘accompanied ir, and the Reference ‘therein mnade to 
the Conditions which had been formerly propofed at Benaris, as thay ftood in the Three’ Firk 
Articles of the Draft which had been pre for the Treaty before the Rohilla Expedition was 
fulpended, For the fuller Elucidation of the Subject, thele Articles ave here fubjdined. The Two 
Firkt had been agreed to by the Vizier; to the”"Third he objetted, withing rather to’ engage’ forthe 
Payment of the whole Sum at Once, when was compiedtéd, f[c is pe ican ere bw 
latter Mode was adopted, the Completion of ‘the Conquett having been actually cffeed, arid the 
Supulation, although objected to by the Vizier’ when Firtt demanded, after the Defeat of the Rohde, 

having fince been acknowledged by him to be due. a 
Tbe 
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The Three Firft Articles of the Firf! Draft of the Treaty 5 


ift. * Whereas the Rohilla Chiefs, in the Month of June 1772, entered into a Treaty with the 
Vizier, in the Prefence and with the Concurrence of General Sir Robert Barker, by which they 
engaged to pay him 40 Lacks of Rupees for his Affilance againft the Marattas, and which Treaty 
“© they have treacheroufly broken; it is therefore agreed, that a Brigade of the Company’s Forces 
fhall join the Vizier, and affift to punifh them, and that he fhall pay the Whole of it’s Expence. 
By a Brigade is meant Two Battalions of Europeans, One Company of Artillery, and Six Batta- 
lions of Sepoys; and the Expence is fettled at Sonaut Rupecs 2,10,000 per Month. The Com- 
pany’s Troops fhall not crofs the Ganges, nor march beyond the Foot of the Hills. The Vizier 
fhall retain as his own that Pare of the Rohilla Country which lies on the North Eaft Side of the 
Ganges; but, in Confideration of the Company’s relinquifhing all Claim to fhare in the faid Coun- 
try, although it is to be conquered by their joint Forces, the Vizier engages to make them an Ac- 
knowledgment of 40 Lacks of Rupees, and in future to defray the whole Itxpence of the 
Company’s Troops, agreeable to the Date above-mentioned, whenever he has Occatin tor their 
Affiftance, notwithftanding itis ftipulated in the Second Article of the Treaty of Allahabad, 
concluded by the Vizier and the Company on the 16th Augult 1765, that he fhall pay only their 
extraordinary Charges, 
2. “ The Vizier may retain the Brigade aforefaid on the above-mentioned Terms as long as he 
fhall require it, unlefs it fhall be neceffary to recall it for the Defence of the Company’s own Ter- 
ritories ; and he may employ them for the Protection of any Part of his Country; but they 
fhall be kept together in One Body, and not difperfed on different Commands, except fuch Detach- 
ments as the Commanding Officer fhall judge neceffary in the Time of actual Service. He may 
return the Whole or Part of the taid Brigade whenever he has no further Occafion for their Services, 
and he hall ceafe to defray their Expences as foon as they fhall enter the Province of Bahar. But 
“© as the Company cannot rifk the Credit of their Arms, by allowing a fmaller Force to remain with 
© the Vizier than Half a Brigade, it is provided that he fhall either retain One Half of the Brigade, 
or return the Whole, Upon their Difmiffion, they fhall depart with all convement Expedition ; 
and to prevent any future Difputes from arifing on this Subject, the Time of their March to the 
Borders of his Province fhall be computed at the Rate of 5 Cols per Day, from the Place where 
“¢ they commenced their March.” 

3. “© The Vizier engages to pay the 40 Lacks of Rupees ftipulated in the 1ft Article by Monthly 
© Payments of 4 Lacks, to commence from the End of the Month Rabbee Ulluwall, or roth June 
“© y974: but fhould any Accident (which God forbid !) oblige our Forces to retire trom the Rohilla 
«© Country, and prevent the Vizier from obtaining Poffeffion of it, the faid 40 Lacks fhall not be 
“¢ demanded,” 
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oth. It was neither arrogant nor unreafonable in the Vizier to require, that fince his entire Depen- 
dance for the Succefs of the Enterprize which he had projected, was on the Brigade of the Company’s 
Forces, the Brigade fhould not abandon him while he was engaged in it, nor while the Iffuc of it re- 
mained incomplete ; nor can I devife any other Condition which would have removed his Apprehcen- 
fions, If the Board judged the Propofition reafonable, it certainly wa$ not unbecoming in them to 
aflent to it, It remains, therefore, to examine, whether it was reafonable, and whether this Power 
pranted to the Vizier was liable to Danger or Inconvenience, 

I have already fhewn, that the Removal of the Brigade to fuch a Diftance would not prove of 
Danger to our own Provinces, becaule ic was not wanted for their Defence; that it would be pro- 
duétive of no Inconvenience, becaufe it occafioned an entire Sufpenfion of the Company’s Payments 
during its Employment. It is not to be denied, that there are poffible Cafes, in which it may be 
wanted for the Protection of Bengal; but thefe are out of the Reach of all Probability, and too re- 
mote to be quoted as an Objection to the prefent Engagement. 

J am not apprehenfive that the Vizier will infift on keeping the Brigade continually with him; my 
Fears are, that he may difmifs it, as there 1s every Reafon to with its Continuance with him, and 
none, no, not One, for its Recall. When the Brigade was formerly employed with the Vizier, and 
the Share of its Monthly Expences defrayed by him was only 30,000, and afterwards 1,145,000 
Rupees per Month, he never fhewed any Earneftnels for its Continuance with him beyond the 
Duration of the particular Service for which it had been wanted, but was ever ready to propole its 
Return; it isnot likely, therefore, that he fhould be more folicitous now for its perpetual Refidence in 
his Country, at an Expence to him of 25 Lacks a Year, which he muft pay, and which his Income, 
even with the late Additions to it, can barely afford, 

He knows, that whenever he fhall require the Prefence of the Brigade, it will be for our Intereft 
to grant it; and he will therefore pare with tt when his own Occafions, which in this Inftance 
mutt be confined to the Defence of his own Dominions, no longer require it, that the Charge of its 
Maintenance may be fhifted from his Account tothe Company’s ; and that he may be fubject to that 
Burden only when he is an immediate Gainer by it. This may fuffice to fhew the litle Rifk we ran, 
had we abfofutely engaged the Brigade to him as Jong as he might choofe to retain it: But in the pre- 
fent Cale (as I have already explained in the preceding Article) it was underitood by both meee 
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and indeed is infeparable from the Natute of the Engagertient, and the original Conditions ot 
our mutual Alliance, that we might recall it, if required, for our own Protection, not only without 
any Imputation of Breach of Fath; but (unlefs it was done in fo precipitate a Manner as to defeat 
the Purpofe of the Expedition) even without affording him a Pretext for refufing the Payasent of the 
40 Lacks,” 


% 


Here I fhall clole this long Quotation, and feturn back to the prefent Occafion, only to collec 
all the fcattered Materials to their deftined Point.—I hope and truft, that I have now proved to thia 
Honourable Haufe, that the Raditla War was not prohibited, but authorized by the Court of Di- 
reclois; that it originated in Meafures which were purely defenfive, and which were in Train be- 
fore my Acceffion to the Government; that my Share of it was warranted by the ftricteft Juftice, 
in Retaliation of grofs Perfidy and Violation of Faith; thac ic was undertaken with every well. 
grounded Affurance of Succefs ; and terminated ia great and permanent Advantages to the Eaft 
India Company. 


Anfwer 
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Anfwer to the Second Charge: 


y 





KING’s TRIBUTE, and CESSION of CORAH. 


HE Second Charge is divided into Two Parts—the ftopping of the King’s Tribute, and the 
Delivery of the Provinces of Cora and Illahabad to Shujah Dowlah. I fhall not find it né- 
ceffary to take up much of the Time of the Honourable Hovfe in my Obfervations on thefe Points. 
When Shuja Dowla invaded the Bahar Province in 1763, the King accompanied him; and on hi¢ 
eae at Buxar by Sir Hector Munro, he remained in the Poffeffion of the victorious Army. He 
ad the Name of Royalty, but not the fmalleft Degree of Power. Every Province of Hindoftan 
might acknowledge his Sovereignty, and flrike Coins in his Name, but none of them made him any 
Remittances for his Support, nor paid the leaft Regard to his Orders. In this Situation he accompanied 
our Arthy to the Neighbourhood of Benaris, and there remained till we had completed the Conquett 
of Shujah Dowla’s Dominions, The Palace of Illahabad was then affigned him for his Habitation , 
and at the Treaty of Illahabad in 1765, Lord Clive and his Council thought it proper, partly I believe 
from Humanity, and partly from Political Motives, to give him for his Support the Provinces of 
Cora and Hlahabad, and a Tribute of 26 Lacks of Rupees from Bengal. I do not mean to deny 
the Validity of the Treaty of Illahabad, and I avow the Neceflity of our adhering to it fo long as 
the King remained under our Protection, but 1 have piven this fhort Narrative of his Situation, in 
order to fhew, that by the Terms of the Treaty he was under Obligations to us rather than we to 
him, and chat we were not bound by Ties of Gratitude to fubject ourlelves to any Inconveniencies 
on his Account, more than our Engagements abfolutely required. It is not expreffed in thefe En- 


pagements, either that the Tribute fhould be continued to him in whatever Situation he fhould place’ 


hiovfelf, or that it fhouid only be paid him during his Refidence at Ilahabad; but certainly it would 
have been repugnant to Common Senfe to have paid it nominally to him, but really to the Marattas, 
to ftrengthen them againft ourfelves and our Allies.—This, however, is rather a Juftification of the 
Court of DireGtors, than of myfelf. It is fufficient for my Exculpation to fhew that I aéted 
in conformity to their Orders. In their Lettet of the 11th of November 1768, they fay, “ If 
“he (the King) flings himfelf into the Flands of the Marattas, or any other Power, we are difen- 
“‘ gaged from him, and it may bpen a fair Opportunity of withholding the 26 Lacks we now pay 
“him.” When he actually did fling him(elf into the Hands of the Marattas, the Tribute was ac- 
cordingly withheld: The D.re&tors approved of its being withheld; and in their Letter of the 3d of 
March 1778, written, I imagine, with the Concurrence of His Majelty’s Minifters,ordered, that ** no 
‘¢ further Remittances fhould be nade to him without their exprefs Permiffion.” 

With refpeét to Cora and Illahabad, when the King granted them to the Marattas, we muft either 
have let them fall into their Poffeffionsor have taken them to ourfelves—or kept them for the King— 
or ceded them to Shuja Dowla: To have allowed the Marattas to poffefs them, would have been 
contrary to the Tehor of the Company’s Orders for fome Years before, and would have increafed 
their Power, which was already rifen to an alarming Height, and would have endangered the Poffed- 
fions of our Ally, which we were bound to proteét. 

Had we taken them to ourfelves, we fhould have excited the Jealoufy of Shuja Dowla, to whom 


they had before belonged, and weakentd our Alliance with him, which it was very much our Intereft . 


to preferve and {trengthen; and we fhould have been put to great Inconventence in defending 
Countries fo widely feparated from our other Poffeffions ; for it ought to be remembered, that at that 
Time the intermediate Province of Benaris did not belong to the Company. 

To have kept them for the King would have'expofed us to the fame Incohveniencies as the taking 
of'them to ourfelves; and we coukl‘not bé under the leaft Obligation to do fo, when he had aban- 
dened them in Oppofitioti to the Advice and Retonftrances of our Government, and had’ actually 
granted them to the Marattas. Had wé adviféd him to throw himfelf into the Hands of the Ma- 
rattas, and they had excorted this Grant ttd him, he mighthave had fome Claim upon us for the 
Defence of them in his Behalf; but when he did it in Oppofition'td out Advice, whether he pranted 
them to the-Murattas voluntarily, or fuffered them to be txtorted from him, this Queéftion could make 
no otter Difference, than that in che One'Cafe we might have confidered ‘it as a Meature of Hoftility, 
in the other, only asa Confequence of hi¢ ‘Imbetility ; bot'io neither could we bé bound to pete 
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them for him. When he had thus alienated the Right, the Right ceafed of courfe to be his; and 
the Queftion of Right then lay only between the Marattas and ourfelves, and they were our Enemies. 

I am charged, that is to fay, the Council in their Inftructions to me are charged, with an Inconfif- 
tency in having acknowledged the King’s Right to reclaim the Diftricts of Cora and Illahabad, if he 
fhould make Overtures to renew his former Conneétion, and yet refolving not to yield this Right, but 
in Return for the Surrender of another equally valid, This is no Inconfiftency. We certainly fhould 


_ have been entitled to fome Retribution for the Repetition of a Grant which he mult have owed entirely 


and exclufively to our Power; and with fuch Good Faith did we dedl towards him that we began the 
Bufinefs by informing him of our Intentions in his Favour, and by requefting that he would fend fome 
Perfon to us to treat for the Refticution of thefe Provinces. He did not avail himfelf of this Offer, 
but left us with thefe Provinces. an Incumbrance on our Hands, and with no other ’xpedient in our 
Power but that of making them over to the Nabob Shuja Dowla, the neareft Ally of the Company, 
and the firft Conftitutional Servant of the Empire, to whom thefe Provinces had originally and re- 
cently belonged. Equally confiftent with thefe Sentiments is the Council’s Letter of the ift of 
March 1793 which was principally intended to notify our Refolution of not relinquifhing thefe Provin- 
ces tothe Marattas; and it is peculiarly hard that not only my A‘tions fhould be examined, but that 
every Expreffion, whether of mine or of the Council’s, fhould be criticiled as a Ground of Parliamen- 
tary Impeachment. 

I have faid, that the only remaining Expedient, with regard to thefe Provinces, was the Meafure we 
adopted of ceding them to Shuja Dowla. The Tenor of the Company’s Letter of the 11th of No- 
vember 1768, which I] have already quoted, implies, that they would have been fatisfied had we 
allowed him to take Poffeffion of them without any pecuniary Confideration whatever. By the Agree- 
ment however, for 50 Lacks, we procured to the Company a material Affiflance, at a Time when 
the Situation of their Affairs very much required it, and when they had urged us in the ftrongeit Terms 
to find out for them every poffible Refource. Shuja Dowla was anxious for the Poffeffion of thefe 
Provinces, not only for the Advantage which he might derive from them, but on a Point of Honour, 
as being Part of his ancient Dominions, and he efteemed him({elf obliged to us for the Ceffion of them, 
notwithftanding the Price which he paid. Our Alliance with him thcrefore was flrengthened by the 
Senfe which he entertained of this Obligation, and ftill more by tie Neceflity of our Affittance to 
fupport him againft the Claims of the Marattas to the fame Provinces; which would make him look 
up to us as his natural Allies, and effectually preclude a Poffibility of what had fometimes been 
apprehended, an Alliance between him and the Marattas, to our Prejudice. It is true, a Part of our 
Army might be wanted to defend thefe Provinces when they were Shuja Dowla’s, as well as when 
they were our own ; but in the One Cafe we were only Auxiliaries, in the other we fhould engage in 
the War as Principals ;—in the One Cafe our Troops would only be wanted occafionally, at his Ex- 
pence, inthe other they muft be conftantly ftationed there at our own ;—in the One Cafe their 
Expences would be defrayed by foreign Wealth, in the other they muft be paid by Remittances 
from Bengal; for there is every Reafon to believe, that in cafe of an Invafion fcarcely any Thing 
could have been collected from the Country. As to the Stipulation with Shuja Dowla being 
inadequate, I will only obferve, that Mr. Lawrell, who was fent to inveftigate the Value, ftates the 
probable Revenue, in peaceable Times, at Illahabad Rupees 22,09,416. 11. 10; that Shuja Dowla 
had a Claim to thefe Provinces as well as ourfelves; that it was with great Difficulty I could perfuade 
him to give fo much as 50 Lacks; and thatI am clearly of Opinion it would have been better to have 
given them to him for nothing than to have kept them ourfelves, Upon the Whole I affirm that the 
Meafures objected to me in this Charge were perfectly confiftent with Juftice ; that they were pro- 
ductive of no One Inconvenience, but, on the contrary, were highly advantageous to the Company. 
I flatter myfelf that this will appear equally proved to the Judgment of this Honourable Houfe ; 
but that at leaft they will chink me ented from Cenfure by the very full Approbation contained 
in the Company’s Letter of the 3d of March 1775, with which I fhall beg Leave to conclude what 
I have to fay on this Subject ; obferving only that it does not feem very candid in my Accufer to 
take particular Notice of the Company’s Orders, which he afferts that I tranfgreffed, and of their 
Difapprobation with refpect to the Rohella War, and totally to pafs over in Silence their Orders 
which I obeyed, and their entire Approbation on the Matters contained in this his Second Charge. 
ae ome are the Words in which the Company were pleafed to exprefs themfelves on this 

ubject. 

32. ‘* Having taken into our moft ferious Confideration the Circumftances which induced our 
“ Prefident and Council to fufpend Payment of the Tribute to his Majefty Shaw Allum, we mutt 
“* declare that his own Conduct has rendered that Meafure not only expedient but abfolutely 
“ neceffary. 

. “ We have heretofore fignified our earneft Defire to have his Majefty accommodated, if 

“ poffible, with a fuitable Refidence within the Limits of Bengal, in order to avoid thofe Evils 
“‘ which we foon found would refult from a continual Drain of the circulating Specie of the Pro« 
<< vinces ,; but, notwithftanding we were affured that fuch Refidence would have been for the King’s 
‘¢ tea) Advantage, yet, as his Majefty difcovered an Averfion to the Meafure, we never abated in 
“our Attention to his Perfon, which is fully evinced by the regular Payment of the flipulated 
‘ Tribute. We thought itincumbent on us to lay our Sentiments before his Majefty, but we 
“took no Steps whatever which could be conftrued as intending to reftrain him from acting 
“* onthe Occafion as he fhould think proper. It was, however, with deep Concern we obferved 
6 sé the 
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“‘ the King’s Views were fuch as appeared to us altogether inconfiftent with his Circumftances : 
* Inftead of availing himfelf of a Situation fo eligible as that which the Provinces might have af- 
** forded him, his Majefty gave us early Proofs that nothing lefs than the Poffeffion of Dehly could 
“ fatisfy his Defires ; and the Meafures adopted and purfued by him for that Purpofe were utterly 
“ repygnantto the interefts of the Company,” | | 

34. “ The Junétion of his Majefty with the Marattas, ‘the Defeat of his Army by their Troops, 
« andthe Ceflion of the Provinces afligned for his Support, were Circumftances fo alarming, that 
* it became the indifpenfable Duty of our Prefident and Council to feize the Opportunity which then 
“ offered for preventing thofe Provinces from falling into the Hands of the Marattas, who were 
‘© not only become formidable to our Ally, Shuja ul Dowla, but were evidently afpiring to univerfal 
% Conquett. 

35 Although the Provinces of Cora and Illahabad were referved to the King by the Treaty of 
«© 1765, we can by no Means allow that his Majelty acquired by this Treaty a Right to refign them 
‘© into the Hands of our Enemies, As the Vizier of the Empire is the Firft Officer under his Majetty, 
“sand as the Territories in Queftion were formerly held by the Vizier, we cannot but be of 
«© Opinion that our Servants acted with great Propriety in committing them again to his Management, 
“© when it became abfolutely impoffible for his Majefly to hold them in his own immediate Pof- 
© feffion, And as the King had not only withdrawn himfelf from our Protection, and abandoned 
“© the Countries affigned to him, but alfo continued, by his“Prefence, to countenance the Depre- 
‘‘ dations of the Marattas, we fully approve the Refolution .of our Prefident and Council, under 
* thefe Circumftances, to fufpend Payment of the Tribute to his Majcfty; as we think the general 
*s Principles of Self-prefervation warranted them to withhold Refources which, if fent, they knew 
* muft fall into the Hands of the Marattas, and which they had every Reafon to believe would be 
‘© appropriated to the Ufe of their Army, and contribute towards enabling them to commit Hof- 
+ tities on our own Provinces, or on thote of our Allies. 

36. * For the above Reafons, we, upon the matureft Deliberation, confirm the Treaty of Benaris ; 
¢ and we alfo hereby direct that no further Remittances be made to the King, without our exprefs 
te Permiflion firft obtained for the Purpofe.” 


ad 


In the Clofe of the Charge I am again accufed of Inconfiftency, in having affirmed at one Time 
that ** we held the Dominion of Bengal by the Sword, which I falfely declared the Source of Right, 
“6 and the natural Charter of Dominion ;” and that at a Jater Period J had declared, “ that the 
* Sovereignty of the Family of Shaw Allum is univerfally acknowledged, and that-the Company 
“ {till derives its conf{titutional Dominion from their oftenfible Bounty.” Any Opinions, however 
accurately agreeing with themfelves in their authentic Conftruétion, may be made to difagree, and 
even to contradiét each other, by the Mutilation or Omiffion of the Parts which compofed their Con- 
nexion: I affirm, as a Fact unqueftioned, and unquettionable, that we derive our original Title to 
our Pofleflions in Bengal from the Sword alone. What additional Right the King’s Phirmaun 
pave us, i¢ is unneceffary for me to examine. Thus much, however, I may be allowed to fay, that it 
found usin Poffetfion, and that our fubftantial Pofleffion was never vifibly mended by it. And all 
that the fubfequent Pofition afcribed to me affirms, is, that the Sovereignty of the Houfe of Timur, 
though univerfally acknowledged, no longer exifted in Subftance, and that the Company had de- 
rived no more than the mere Form or Shadow of a Grant from its that ic derived its conflisuticnal 
Dominion from its cfenfidle Bounty; that is to fay, that it gave what ic could, and that what it 
did give was a mere Name, though the Acceptance of the Intention might entitle the Donor to 
a Return of Kindnefs, where it could be given confiltently with our own Policy, Let the Whole 
of my Declarations, as they ftand in the Two Minutes which have been oppofed to each other in 
the Charge, be read at large, and they will be found to contain thefe Sentiments, and to be per- 
fe€ily confittent with each other. ) 

I have pafled by One Part of the Charge, becaufe it thifts the Ground of the Accufation from me 
to my E’mployers, and in that Senfe of it invalidates all the reft,; but having done with all that 
relatcd to myfelf, I now recur to this:—It is ftated, “ that the Haft India Company having on their 
«« Part violated the Engagements, and renounced the Conditions on which they received, and have’ 
“hitherto held and enjoyed, the Dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, from the King Shaw Al- 
“© lum, have thereby forfeited all Right and Title to the faid Dewanny arifing from the {aid Grant ; 
“and it is free and open to the faid King to refume fuch Grant, and {to transfer it to’ any other 
“ Prince or State.” I hope this Charge, as it ftands againft che Eaft India Company, will appear 
to be clearly refuted in the preceding Arguments ufed in this Defence; for [ have not refted my own 
Juftification fimply on Orders received, but have equally endeavoured to prove thofe Orders confif- 
tent with Good Faith, ftri€t Juftice, and found Policy. With refpect to the Inference drawn at the 
Clofe of the preceding Quotation, namely, * that the Company have forfeited all Right and Title to 
‘© the Dewanny arifing trom the faid Grant and that it is free and open to the faid King to retume 
*¢ fuch Grant, aad to transfer it to any other Prince or State,” I will confefs that when I firft read 
it, in that anxious Tendernefs which a Senfe of wounded Honour felt from the laboured and volu- 
minous Mafs’ of Accufations that lay before me, its inftant Impreffion on my Mind was, that I had 
either uttered thefe Sentiments, fo repugnant to my Duty as a Servant, and to my Loyalty asa Sub- 
ject, or that they followed as an inevitable Deduction trom fome Expreffions that I might have un. 
guatdedly made ufe of: Nor can I yet, notwith{tanding ie Change of their Application, sab ah 
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them to have been introduced into a criminal Charge againft me, but for fuch a Purpofe, fince, with 
all my Powers of Conjecture, I cannot devife any other which could be meant by it. 

I rely on the Confcioufnefs of my own undeviating Integrity, and on the Love which I bear to 
that Country in whieh it has pleafed God to place me, to affirm that I never did or could entertain, 
much le{s exprefs, a Sentiment fo abhorrent to my Principles as a Man, and to my Feelings as an 
Englifhman ; and if it can be proved that I have ever made Ufe of fuch a Doctrine, to become the 
Advocate of any Prince or State upon Earth, in Oppofition to my own, I will acknowledge that J 
deferve to be punifhed with Death, and my Name to be branded with Infamy. 


Antwes 
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ie. 4 Anfwer to the Third Charge. 
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IT has been the Fafhion to give Hiftories of Benares; but as far as I have had Occafion to 
perufe them in Reports of the Select Commitiee, or in anonymous Pamphlets, they are, for the 
preater Part, fanciful and unfupported. I fhall here detail as much as J am warranted by certain 
Knowledge of its tormer and prelent Situation, adopting, where I pollibly can, the very Words of 
the s hird Charge againft me. 

Lie Ferrnory of Benares is a fruitful, and has been * (and ts at this Day)” an orderly, well- 
“ cultivated, and improved Province. Its Capital City may rather be confidered as the Seat of the 
‘© FJjndd Keliyion than as the Capital of a Province.” I am not certain of the Period at which it 
was annexed to the Mogul Empire; but it is clear, by the Ayeence Acheree, that it was a Part of the 
Subah of Allahahad in Acber’s Time.—Catrou (Page 11g) mentions a Raja Caw to have beentub- 
dued by Acber, whom I conceive to have been Raja of Benares. However, the fame Ayecnee 
Acberee afferts, that Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavee (the firlt Mahommedan Invader of Indi) came 
to Benares in the g1oth Year of the Hejira, above 750 Years fince. After Acher, his Son Jeudn 
Gueer was undoubtedly Mafter of it; and Daia Shekuh, the eldeft Son of Shah Jehan, Son and 
Succeffor of Jehan Gueer, refided a confiderable Time at Benares ina Station of Authority, as we 
Jearn from his own Preface to a Book he compiled during his Refidence there. Aurengzccb, iis 
youngeft Brother, and Succeffor to the Empire after Shah Jehan, has cftectually difplayed to Pofte- 
rity the Power and Sovereignty which fe exercifed in Benares, with a favage Bigotry characteriftic of 
his Temper and Policy, by a magnificent Mofque which he erected on the Scie (and even admitted 
into his Plan a confiderable Part of the Edifice) of an ancient and moft fuperb Hindu Temple. 
This Mofque continues perfect to this Day, and with its high-bounding Minarets (which fe allo 
erected) overlooks the whole City. If Benares, in Acber’s Time, was a Diftritt of the Subuh of 
Allahabad, it continued annexed to the fame Province inthe Time of Aurengzecb, as we learn trom 
Catrou (Page 362) it therefore never was confidered a Capital of any coniiderable Kingdom, nor 
yet as a Province annexed to the Subab of. Oude. Benares is a naked defencelcis City, firuated 
fo near to the almoft-impregnable Fortrefs of Chunar, that the Pofleffor of the ene may at all 
Times be Mafter of the other; and this accounts for its having been annexed to the Subah of 
Oude, fome Time fince the Invafion of Nadir Shah. Rajah Bulwant Sing, who refided at Benares 
with fome Degree of Authority (but who never had Permiffion to coin Moncy, nor even the Ad- 
miniftration of Criminal Juftice in the City itfelf) when the Incurfions of the Shahzadah, now the 
King Shah Allum, firlt drew the Attention of the Englith to that Quarter; and, far from Being a 
great Lord (or any Lord) of the Empire, he was a mere Dependant on the Nabobd of Oude, Shyyjah 
ud Dowlab. He was originally Zemindar of a {mall Pergunnah, called Gungcpocr (by Purchafe, 
not by Inberitance, for his Father, Munferam, was sof a Zemindar) yielding a Revenue of about 
£.500 a Year, He had been patronized and employed by Sefdar Jung, the Father of Shujah ud 
Dowlah, and was gradually promoted to be umil or Collcétor of Benares and Gazipoor. Ile 
continued in that Capacity to the Day of his Death, and never was Zemindar of either Difrict, 
In the Year 1764, when Shujah ud Dowlah’s Affairs were on the Decline, Balwant Sing 
made Overtures to the Nabob of Bengal, Meer Jaffier, to join his Army with fuch Troops 
as he could mufter. General Carnac, who commanded our Army at that Time, wained 
the Governor and Council of Calcutta of the Rajah’s Perfidy ; and fo well were thofe Gentle- 
men convinced of the Truth of thofe Allegations, that on the 6th of November of the 
fame Year, they wrote thus to Major Munro: * With refpect to Bulwant Sing, she double 
‘s Part be alied in the Beginning of the War fuficiently warns us to put no Confidence in him; and 
‘‘ therefore, if he has not already been permitted to join you, or you have entered into no i:ngage- 
© ments with him, we would have bim difpoffeffed of bis Country, and bis Perfen, if pafhole, fecured,”.—— 
My Predeceffors, it may be here obferved, both in Language and Condué?, equalled at leail, or rather 
exceeded, every Thing of which I am now acculed, I have jaid that Bulwant Sing wever was Zemindar 
of Benares or Ghazipoor; in Proof of this, I appeal to Bulwant Sing’s own Propofals to Major 
Munro, dated the 21ft November 1764: “ If you, Gentlemen, chule to poflels yourfelves of Shujah 
“© ud Dowlah’s Country, I will agree to hold the Sircars of Benares, Gauzipoor, Joinpoor, Bidigur, 


& &e. on the fame Terms as I hold them from Shujah ud Dowlah.” Of «zo Country were the 
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Englith fuppofed to intend a Seizure?—Of Shujab ud Dowlab’s. Who held the Four Sircars here 
mentioned ?—Bulwant Sing. Of whom did he hold them ?—Of Shajab nd Dowlab. By what Deno- 
mination are they defcribed ?—s Parts of Shujab ud Dowlab’s Country, Every Word of the Propofal 

roves that Shujah ud Dowlah was Sovereign of thofe Strears, and that a Seizure of Shujah ud Dow- 
Nah’ Countty neceffarily include the Seizure of Benares, Gauzipoor, Joinpoor, Bidjigur, &c. Had 
Bulwant Sing poffeffed a feparate Territory, the Conqueft of Stujab ud Dowlab’s Country would not haye 
been tantamount to a Seizure of Bulwant Sing’s, Had be been Prince, or Zemindar of thofe Provinces, 
he would naturally and of courfe have named them, in his Propofals, ‘+ my Sircars,” or “ my Ze- 
“ mindarry;” and his rzee, or Propofal, mult, according to the univerfal Cuftom of the Country, 
have been figned by him ** Zemindar of the Mahals of Benares, &ec. &c,” Through that whole War, 
which terminated in the entire Defeat of Shujah ud Dowlah, Bulwant Sing’s Conduct was alternately 
treacherous to his Mafter and to us. Elis Firft JunGion with us is acknowledged by the Court of 
Directors, in the Letter of the 26th of May 1768, to have been * of fgual Service to us,” and I do 
not deny it; but the whole Correfpondence of the Bengal Government in the Years 1764 and 1765 
proves that he mever did us any other Service: That he wasa fufpected, a faithlefs, and a dangerous 
Ally; and that but for the Treaty made with him by the Commander of our Army, the Governor and 
Council would have “* féized bis Perjou, and transferred his Diftritis to another.” (See ad Report of 
the Select Committee, Pages 4 and 5, &c.) Bulwant Sing dying in Auguft 1770, his Son Cheye 
Sing fucceeded to his Rights, as Zemindar of Gungapoor. ‘Vhe Appointment of Farmer or Collector 
of Benares and Gauzipoor reverted of courfe to the Vizier his Sovereign: I muft obferve, that in the 
Tranflations of the Perfian Papers, both of thofe and the preceding ‘Times, great Confufion occurs, 
in the Application of peculiar and definite Terms, with a loofe and unguarded Signification 5 for in 
Twenty different Documents at leaft, quoted in the Second Report of the Select Committee, Bulwant 
Sing’s Farm or Colleéfion, is ftyled his ** Zemindarry.” 1 need go no farther than the sth Article of the 
Treaty of Illiabad : (fee 2d Report, roth Page): * His Highnefs Shujah ud Dowlah engages in the 
*¢ moft folemn Manner to continue Bulwant Sing in the Zenindarries of Benares, Gauzipoor, &c. &c. ;” 
and inthe 9th Article of the fame Treaty, it is refolved ‘*to reftore to bis Highne/s the Country of Benares, 
‘and the other Diftricts now rented by Bulwant Sing :” Both of thefe Aucles cannot be admitted in 
their true and literal Senfe. If the Zemindarry belonged to Bulwant Sing, he could not be faid to 
reat it, he paid Tribute only, If the Country did not dclong to Shujah ud Dowlah, it could not 
be refored tohim. In fhort, the Word * Zemindarry’ is ufed by our Tranflators in a lax Senfe, to fig- 
nify Diflriét or Province: This is evident from the Letter of the Bengal Government to the Court 
of Directors of 11th September 1770 (fee 24 Report, roth Page): * in our former Letter, Gentle. 
“© men, we exprefled our Sentiments of the Confequence it was to your Affairs, that the Succefficn to 
“© the Zemindarry of Benares fhould continue 1 the lamily , but that tt was a deticate Point to accom- 
© plifh with the Vizier."—Why was this a delicate Point? The ‘Third Paragraph of Mr, Burke’s 
Third Charge, peremptorily ftates, that on the Death of Bulwant Sing “ his Son Cheyt Sing /uc- 
** ceeded to his Rights and Pretenfions.” The Delicacy of the Point confifted preciftly in the Want of 
Right, for had Bulwant Sing been real and hereditary Zemindar, the Succefion would have gone to 
his Son of ccur/e, there being in India no fuch Cuftom as Dilinhericance : This Circumfance proves 
alfo, that Bulwant Sing was wot the Zemindar; for in that Cafe it mult have devolved to him by In- 
heritance: Inftead of which, he writes to Rajah Shitabroy (fee 2d Report, Page 5): * If it is 
“© the Intention of the Enghfh Gentlemen to take Poffeffion of Shujah ud Dowlah’s Dominions, I 
‘© will agree to hold Benares and Gauzipoor, &c. which have long been under my Furifdiftion, on the fame 
“© Terms from the Company as I did from Shojah ud Dowlah.” Here was precifely the Place 
to have pleaded his Aight of Peffegion, and his ttle Ly L.beritance: Inftead of which, he only fays, 
thole Places had ong been under his Jurifdiction, which (it azy Meaning be annexed to the Words) 
mult imply that they were not always fo. I muft quote another Part of this Bengal Letter of 10th 
September 1770 (ad Report, Page 11); A jealous, fufpicious Dilpofition of the old Rajah, 
e aflifted by the Iittruft of their own Children, inherent in the Minds oF the People of this Country, 
“ may Zofibly have becn the Keafon why the Son was not included in the Treaty of 17653; for bad 
“ he exprojed a ifo to fecure the Zemindarry in bis own Family, a Doubt can fcarcely be formed, 
“© & "Buc tufpicious, probably, of the Confequences that bis Son, ** fhould think be bad a Right to 
“ the Succefion, his whole Aim feemed to center in Self-Security, without the Jeaft Attention to the 
«© Good of his Poflerity.”—I anlwer, every Word of this, if it be really applicable to Bulwant Sing’s 
State of Mind, proves beyond a Doubt, that be was not the Zemindar ; for, as Zemindar, his Son muft 
have fuccceded, in the Language of the Charge itfelf; and it was a Matter perfectly indifferent to the 
State of the Cale, whether Bulwant Sing exprefled or did not exprefs his Wifhes on that Head: But 
if he really were “* fufptcious of the Confequences that his Sen fhould tHink be bad a Ricut to the Syc- 
“© ceffion,” it is demonitrable that he knew the Son to‘have no Right, for had he a Right, Bylwane 
Sing could neither fupprefs a Knowledge of it from his Son, nor controvert its Effedls, It would 
have been a clear, entailed, hereditary itate, of which it was mutually indifferent to the Father and to 
the Son what each might feparately shink.— When Cheyt Sing, by the Influence of the Company, was 
confirmed in the Place which his Father had held as Farmer or Collector for the Vizier, be paid, asa 
Gift or Nuzzeranuh, a Sum amounting to nearly 200,000 Poun.'s, and increafed his Rent near 
30,000 Pounds per Annum; ‘ by which,” (Mr. Burke fays) * he became a Purchafer, for 
* valuable Confiderations of his Right and Inheritance in the Zemindarry aforefaid,” I do not 
profels to underfland few a Man can be faid to purchafe of another that which the other bas nos 
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to fell.. Tothe Rights, the Charge exprefsly declares Cheyt Sing to have /ucceeded by the Death of his 
Father: The Inheritance itfelf is that very Right; fo that Cheyt Sing purchafed what he had already , 
and the actual Functions of his Office, the Collection of the Rents, and the Government of the Diftricts, 
&c. wer obligingly thrown into the Account, But why did the Vizier exact £.200,000 on the Death 
of Bulwant Sing ?——Affuredly becaufe, as Sovereign of the whole Country, he poffeffed and exercifed 
the Right of /evying Fines, and that toan arbitrary Amount, as appears by the 2d Keport of the Select 
Committee. I know not how we can deny the Exiftence of many de/potic Principles in the Mogul 
Syftem of Government; but wherever sho/e exift the Powers of the Prince will be every Thing, and 
the Rights of the Subject nothing. Shujah ud Dowlah fined Cheyt Sing £. 200,000, and £. 30,000 
per Annum; which, at only Ten Years Purchafe, is £. 300,000; inall £. 500,000 for the mere In- 
vefticure of what in the Charge ts ftated to be his Right of Inberitance. 1, who was vefted by my Sta- 
tion with exactly the fame Powers as were exercifed by Shujah ud Dowlah, never thought of a greater Fine 
as a Punifhment for the moft flagrant Offences. Cheyt Sing fucceeded of courfe to bis Father's Treafures 
(See Lieut. Colonel Harper’s Evidence, Appendix to 2d Report) not by any Teltamentory lorm, 
not by any Permiffion of the Vizier, not by any Intermediation of his Friends, but by Right of IJn- 
beritance. Are there Two or more Species of Rights of Inheritance? All that the Father could call his 
Own came to the Son; what he held of his Sovereign reverted to its Owner. The Dignity, the 
Power, the Profit confequent on the Government, were Matters which the Vizier had a Right to 
fell, and which Cheyt Sing might have a Preference in purchafing, if the T'wo Parties could fettle 
their Terms. Bulwant Sing had faved great Sums of Money out of his Government, by Colonel 
Harper’s Evidence, it was therefore an Object to Cheyz Sing to fucceed to his Father’s Leafe, even 
on Terms fomewhat lefs advantageous. ‘The Government, or Leafe (or by whatever other Title of 
Poffeffion Bulwant Sing had exercifed Authority in Benares) was, at the Father’s Death, procured for 
the Son; and as the General Letter from Bengal, dated 31ft October 1770 (See 2d Report, Page 
11th) exprelsly flates, Cheyt Sing was ‘* confidered by the Vizier as holding that Country om the 
ss fame Terms as his Father.” Bulwant Sing, I have proved above, held only ## Capite; the Son 
therefore, at this Time, held only in Capite alfo: And Colonel Harper, who acknowledges that 
Bulwant Sing had but @ Life Interef in the Lands, mult be miflaken, where, in quoting from 
Memory, he gives Kvidence, that ‘* the Sunnud to Cheyc Sing was granted to him and bis Heirs.” 
It is allowed on all Sides, that the Letter of the Treaty of Allahabad did not extend to Bulwant Sing’s 
Hers (fee 2d Report, Page 12th). The Vizier therefore was perfectly juftifiable in refufing to 
acknowledge it farther, and in my Deputation to Benares, in 1773, I procured a new Treaty, for 
the exprefs Purpofe of fctthog this Point to Cheyt Sing’s Satisfaction. Lt may be remarked, that 
all the governing Powers of Hindoftan are extremely averfe to any Treaties or Agreements which 
are declared to be binding on Pofterity; and I have had frequent Difficulties in many Negociations 
with the native Princes on this dead; they have always pleaded ‘* that it was again{t the Cuftom 
“© of their Country.” Ie muft be admitted, that the Council in 1773 conceived fome Doubts to 
exit fomewhere refpecting the Validity or the Extent of the Firft Stipulations in Behalf of Chey 
Sing, or they would not have empowered me to renew them. And | am warranted tn having declared 
in my Narrative, “* that Cheyt Sing obtained from our Influence, exerted dy mytfelf, the Firft legal 
© Title that dis Family ever poflefied of Property in the Land, of which he, ull then, was only the 
“© Aumil, and of which he became the acknowleded Zemindar, by a Sunnud granted to him by the 
“ Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at my Inftance, in the Month of September 1773.” The Father was no 
more than /umil, as | have amply proved, on his Deceafe the Son precifely fucceeded to his Rights 
and Pretenfions, as the Charge ftates—se therefore became /umil, and if he ever was Zemindar, it 
could only be derived from the Sunnud of 1773. In 1974 the Majority of the new Council General 
adopted, in the Cafe of Shujah ud Dowlah’s Son, the Syitem formerly fupported by Shujah ud Dow- 
Jah in the Cafe of the Son of Bulwant Sing. They decided that the Treaty made with the Father did 
not bind them with refpect to the Son. In doth Cates my Opinion had been uniform and confiftent. 
In 1770 I thought that the Agreement made between Shujah ud Dowlah and Bulwant Sing was 
virtually in Force, though one of the contracting Parties was dead, and that Cheyt Sing f{tood pre- 
cifely in the Place of his Father. In 1774, I thought that the Treaty we had entered into with 
Shujah ud Dowla continued to bind the Company, and that his Son, Afoph ud Dowlah, had in every 
Refpect fucceeded to his Father’s Engagenients, as well as his Dominions, In both Cafes my Judg- 
ment has been unfortunate; the latter, however, procured the Company a large Addition of Ter- 
ritory and Revenue, on the Appropriation and Management of which, as the Majority of the Coun- 
cil decided againft my Opinion, their Sentiments alone, and not mine, are to be confidered in what- 
ever relates to the Tranfaction, I muft therefore except to the Ufe made by Mr. Burke, and to 
any Ufe whatever being made, of any Minutes delivered in Council dy me on that Occafion, as 
thofe Minutes were no Part of the Caufe or Motive on which the Majority acted ; and therefore, 
as far as any Good or Evil arofe out of the Act itfelf, I am totally unconnected with it. General 
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr, Francis, in their Minute of 7th December 1776 (fee 2d Re- 
port, 23d Page) fully acquit me, ‘¢ the Meafure,” (they Jay) * is ftrictly and exclufively ours. The 
‘© original Plan was opposed in every Step by the Governor General and Mr. Barwell.” Upon the fame 
Principle I folemnly difclaim all Conneétion with, and even all Knowledge of, any ‘* improper and 
“+ fraudulent Tranfactions with regard to the Symbols of Inveftiture which ought to have been given 
** tothe Rajah; and the Form of the Deeds by which the faid Zemindarry ought to have been 
“* granted,” as ftated in the 13th Article of the Charge. I am not refponfible for the Acts of the 
Majority, nor for the Aas of Mr. Fowke, their Refident at Benarcs, who acted wholly yee their 
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Authority, and over whom } had not the Shadow of an Influence ; 1 was at that Time. but a Spees 
tator of what was doing, a mere Cypher at the Board. ! a 

If there were any Miitakes in the Modes of Iaveiticure, or the Forms of the Deeds, they were 
without my Concurrence; and as 1 cannot even naw conceive what Purpole fo piuful an? Artifice | 
could be fuppofed to anfwer, | will pofitively affert they could not be fraudulent, Mr. Francis, who 
is the {urviving Member of that Majority, ‘* te wbich the Measure firichly and exclufively belonged,’ i 
alone amenable for every Part of it, for its Jnformalities, as well us for its Merits; for any “ compitcated, 
« artificial, and fraudulent Management,” that might take Place in the Courie of its Execution, as 
well for the Grounds on which it was propofed: For my own Part (after difclaiaring all Pretenftons to 
any particular and exclufive Duty on me to attend to the due Infertion of all ‘Tranfactions on the 
Company’s Records, which Duty I conceive to be that of the Secretary under the Direction of thote 
who had the Authority; and allo after profeffing moft religioufly that I did never, either direétly or 
indiredtly, procure the Omiffion of a Syllable ef any public Document whatever, which ought to 
have been tranfmitted to the Court of Directors) { do moft fulemnly affirm and declare, that I did not, 
at the Time {pecified, meditate to make any evil Ufe whatever of the Deeds which are ftated to have 
been withholden from the Company ;—that 1 did not (until the very Day when I firft read it in the 
Charge) know that fuch Deeds had been withholden, and that I fhould at all Times have loathed 
and {purned at the mere Idea of grounding any Meafure of mine on fo fhallow and bafe a Mancuvrey 
I may be allowed to add, that while the Counterparts of the Deeds exifted, all Concealment on out 
Side was equally ridiculous and ineffe€luals; it is an invariable lorm, that the Cabgoleat, or Agrees 
ment with the Zemindar, ts always Word for Word the fame as the Potta or Leafe. Afterall, 1 have 
been combating with a Shadow, for what were thefe Deeds which were {uppretied ? The only Deed 
or Inftrument of Cheyt Sing’s Invefticure was the Swnuud or Charter, and the Potta or Leafe, which 
are expreffed in the Charge to have been regularly made out, and tranfmutted; I know of no other, 
No Sunnuds ever were {ent to the Court of Directors, nor any Papers in the original Language. 
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I MEAN to prove fully, in its proper Place, that I never eave Permiffion to any Agent to refign for 
me the Office of Governor General, I can here only afert it, but when General Clavering attempted to 
affame the Chair which I had wot vacated, I was warranted in fupporting my Authority by ¢very Means 
in my Power: { was warranted ig ftyling him ¢ my Opponent,” and warratited fn treating every 
mifplaced Mark of Homage to Sits as a Perfonal Difrefpeét to myfelf: + When, therefore, } affirmed 
that Cheyt Sing had deputed an Agent, with an exprefs Commiffion to compliment General Cli. 
vering on his Acceffion to the Government, I affirmed a Fact certainly criminal and offenfive to the 
Company’s Government, inafmuch as it was an officious and premature Interference on the Part of 
the Rajah, pregnant in ittlf with very great Difadvantages to the due and orderly Adminiftration of 
Affairs, and deeply ingurious, by the I’xample it held out to others, for taking Part in the Diffentions 
which at that Time harraffed our Councils. In Cheyt Sing’s Cafe it was particularly obaoxious, 
becaufe all Correfpondence with him (as with other native Powers) was by the Company’s Orders 
conducted through the Medium of the Governor General; the Rajah, therefore, had no Right, no 
Pretext, for paying fuch a Compliment to General Clavering, until his Acceffion to the Chair had 
been notified zn Form; nor can it be urged, in the prefene Inilance, that tuch Notification was duly 
made ; for, granting (as ] belreve I may) that General Clavering had iffued, in his affumed Character 
of Governor General, Information to that Purport, Cheyt Sing had a Vakeel in Calcutta, whofe 
exprefs Bufinels it was to fet his Malter right, and for that Purpofe he might have had, and bed, at 
all Times free Accefs to my LJoufe and Apartment; and J alfo cauled immediate Official Dif- 
patches to be fent off to the different Country Powers, to affure them of my Continuance in 
Adminiftration. Turged this Act of the Rajah at the Time it took Place, and I now urge it, as 
a Proof of the Keadinefs which he thewed to foment, or even to take Part in any Divifions 
of our Government; it always appeared to me indecent with refpect to my Office, unjutti- 
fiable with refpect to bis Situation, and a Proof of his rooted Difaffection t® the lingtith Adminif- 
tration. Whether or not J Perfonally forgave him, 1s of no Confequence: I never fought to 
punifh him but on public Grounds. And had he faithfully difcharged his Duty to the Company, 
he would never have heard a Syllable of my Refentment. Implacability to my Inferiors 1s no 
Part of my Character. J am accufed ‘* That having obtained, in my Cafting Vote, a Majority in 
“* Council on the Death of Sir John Clavering and Mr. Monfon, I did fuddenly, and without any 
* previous generat Communication with the Members of the Board, by a Minute of Confultation 
“© of the gth of July 1778, make an extraordinary Demand, namely, that the Rajah of Benares 
** fhould confent tothe Eftablifhment of Three regular Battalions of Sepnys, to be raifed and main- 
“© rained at hisown Expence.” I anfwer, that on the 6th of July at Night a'Packct was received 
from Mr. Baldwin at Cairo, with an Account (deemed fully authentic by the whole Council) that 
War had been actually declared and commenced ‘between Great Britain and Franee. {t was my Duty 
to propofe Mealures in Confequence of this Intelligence, without Lofs of Time. Accordingly, on the 
gth of July, after an Interval of only Two Days, I gave in at the-Council Board a Plan of Gemeral 
Increafe tor our Military and Marine Eftablithments, to meet the Exigéncies of the Moment, Every 
Member of our Government felt the Neceflity of the Meafure, and we were for Once unanimous, 
My Propofitions, which embraced every Part of the Company’s Dependencies on that Side of India, 
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eould not, without glaring and very fufpicious Partiality, have omitted the Territories of Cheyt Sing. 

{ allorred what I choughe (and fi think) a very moderate Portion of the newly-incurred Burthen of 

the War to him: Had my Colleagues been of a different Opinion, they might have propofed a Modh- 

fication, or a total Exemption. They did neither. While they admitted the Neceffity of the adual 

Demand, they did not obyedt to the Sum: And the Dect/ion of fuinre Right (on which there appeared 
fome Shadow of Hefitation) was, by General Confent, referred to our Superiors (fee 2d Report, 26th 
Page). On this Right our Superiors did never decide while Cheyt Sing continued at Benares, though 
our Minutes on the Subject arrived in London the r2th of April 1779.—Tbeir Silence bad all the Effect 
of Acquiefcence. The Rajah is faid to have afferted, that | had promifed this Exaction fhould continue 
but for.One Year, and foould not be drawn into Precedent —1 now moft folemnly declare, that J never 
mate any fuch Promife, and that I had effectually precluded myflf from making it, the Minutes 
themfelves will ceflify, for in our Firft Debate on the Subjeét, I agreed to add to my original Motion 
for raifing the Troops the following Words, ‘* and to be difbanded at the End of the War” (fee ad 
Report, 26th Page). After this, I muft have affected a Spirit of Prophecy, to pretend that the 
Demand fhould exift only for One Year, The War continued in 1779, and the Demand was 
accordingly renewed. It met with Prevarication, Excufe, and Procraftination on the Part of the 
Rajah. On the Third Year his Delays grew {till more perplexing, and indicated the ftrongeft Signs of 
determined Difobedience, See all the Bengal Confultations of that Period, as exhibited in the ad Re- 
port of the Select Committee. By this Time I confidered myfelf as afting on the fureft Grounds. The 
Letters from our Superiors, in Anfwer to thofe of the Two preceding Years from us, contained no 
One Sentence which could be deemed a Difapproval of our Tranfactions with the Rajah of Benares. 
As the Subject had been fully and repeatedly before them, it was impoffible to fuppofe they had 
overlooked it. With my Hands thus firengibened by the implied Approbation of my Employers, as the 
Exigencies of the War grew daily nore preffing, 1 moved in Council, ‘* That Cheyt Sing might 
‘© be required to furnifh fuch Cavalry as he could fpare, with an exprefs Declaration to him, that 
* they fhould be returned at the Clofe of the War:” and this was done by the Advice and Recom- 
mendation of Sir Eyre Coote. The Rajah certainly mainggined a confiderable Body of Cavalry. 
He admitted Thirteen hundred, and I know they were han In the War with the Rohillas he 
furnifhed Five hundred to his then Sovereign, Shuyah Ud Dowlah (fee Supplement to 2d Report, 
y2th Page) and General Clavering would have recommended to him to keep up Two thoufand: This 
was the Number I demanded; but on his repeated Reprefentations, I gradually lowered my 
Requifition to One thoufand. He acknowledged to have Thirteen hundred, and yet offered but Five 
bundred to the Company. My Patience was exhautted by fuch repeated Aéts of Contumacy, and I 
determined (I repeat it) to convert them into an Advantage for the Company’s Affairs. J confidered 
the Light in which fuch Behaviour would have been viewed by his native Sovereign, and I refolved 
he fhould feel the Power he had fo long infulted, Forty or Fifty Lacks of Rupees would have been a 
moderate Fine for Shujah Ud Dowlah to exact; he who had demanded 25 Lacks for the mere Fine 
of Succeffion, and received 20 in Hand, and an encreafed Rent tantamount to confiderably above 
30 Lacks more: And therefore I rejected the Offer of Twenty, with which the Rajah would have 
compromifed for his Guilt when it was too late. If I ever talked of felling the Company’s Sovereignty 
over Benares tothe Nabob of Oude, it was but én ferrorem, and no fubfequent Act of mine warrants 
me to have ferioufly intended it: lf I ever threatened to difpoffefs the Raja of his Territories, it is no 
more than what my Predeceffors (without Rebuke from their Superiors, or Notice taken of the 
Expreffion) had wifhed and intended to have done to his Father, even when the Company had no 
Pretenfions to the Sovereignty of the Country; ig is no more than fuch a egal AG? of Sovereignty as 
his Behaviour juftified, and as I was juftified in by the Intentions of my Predeceffors. If I pretended 
to feize upon his Forts, it was in full Conviction that a Dependant on the Company, guaranteed, 
maintained, and protected in his Country by the Company’s Arms, had no Occafion for Forts, had 
no Right to them, and could hold them for no other than fufpeéted and rebellious Purpofes: None 
of the Company’s other Zemindars are permitted to maintain them ; and even out Ally, the Nabob 
of the Carnatic, has the Company’s Troops in all his Garrifons ; Policy and Public Safety abfolutely 
require it. What State could exift, that allowed its inferior Members to hold Forts and Garrilons, 
independent of the fuperior Adminiftration It is a Soleeifm in Government to fuppofe it. 


PAR T ir’. 


1 REMOVED Mr. Fowke from Benares on Political Grounds, again{t the Orders of the Court-of 
Direé&tors, becaufe I thought it neceffary that the Refident there fhould be a Man of my own Nomina- 
tion and Confidence ; I avow the Principle, and think no Government can fubfift without it. The 
Punifhment of the Rajah made no Part of my Defign in Mr. Fowke’s Removal, or Mr, Markham’s 
Appointment, nor was his Punifhment an Obye&t of my Contemplation at the Time. I removed 
Mr. Fowke, to appoint Mr. Markham; an Appointment of my own Choice, and a Signal to notify 


the Reftoration of my own Authority, as I had before removed Mr, Fowke, and appointed Mr, 
Graham, for the fame Purpofe. 


The 
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The Charge adds, “ It was foon after that I prepared for a Journey to Benares,” This is not 
true s==The Incerval of Time is evidently fhortened, for the Purpofe of forcing the Inference. before 
drawn from my Appointment of the new Refident. This Appointment was made early in February, 
and I left Calcutta in July. . 

I deny that the Defign of exacting a Penalty from Rajah Cheyt Sing for his contumacious Beha- 
viour, was either “ wicked” or “ perfidious,” as is {tated in the Charge, Padmit that I did not enter 
it on the Confultations, becaufe it was not neceffacy ; even this Plan W¥élf of the Fine was not a fixed 
Plan, but to be regulated by Circumflances, both as to the fubftantial Execution of it, and the 
Mode: Nay, I will aver, that I had drawn up a Review of our whole Political Connexions, extended 
even as far as Guzzerat, and given a Copy of it to Mr. Wheler, containing a Vatiety of Modes, 
from which ] meant to draw fome Relief of Alliance, Power, or Finance, to fave them from the Ruin 
which was accumulating around them; and this Plan of the Fine, as I recollect, made a Part of it. 
But was it neceffary, as an Official Obligation upon me, or would it have been prudent that I {hould 
enter upon our Confultations every fpeculative Refource to which the Exigency of our Affairs might 
eventually compel me to have Recourle? And was I precluded from availing myfelf of any fuch 
Refources, when the Occafion required them, and the Mcans were afforded me, becaule the Defign of 
them had not before been entered on our Confultations? In what Part of the Company’s Standing 
Orders, nay, | may add, in what Code of Common Senfe, is fuch a Rule preicribed tome? In this 
Charge I am blamed for * the long Concealment, and late Communication of this Intention (viz. 
‘of the Fine) Time not being allowed to my ‘Colleayue to contider the Nature and Confequences of 
*fuch a Project, or to advife any Precaution concerning the fame.” The Grounds on which this 
Charge is founded are, that although I communicated my Intentions to Major Palmer in June, it 
does not appear that I communicated them to Mr. Wheler till the ve of my Departure, It is fup- 
pofed that the Eve means the preceding Night: Affured)y it will admit of a larger Conftruction. 
From my Recollection, at this Diftance of Time, I will venture to affirm, that my Intentions were 
communicated to Mr. Wheler jome Weeks before my Departure; 1 believe I may fay, almoft as foon 
as they were formed, for ] was then inthe Elabit of the moft confidential Intercourfe with him; nay, 
T chink it probable, that they were collunicated to him even betore they were to Major Palmer, as 
that Gentleman arrived in Calcutta only a very fhort Time before my Departure, which was on the 
gth of July. 1 avow my Intention of fining Cheyt Sing Vifty Lacks. Zéis was the * Improve- 
“ment of the Intereft which the Company poffeffed in the Zemindarry,” alluded to in my Minute on 
the Occafion. And as I own myfelt not to have forefeen Cheyt Sing’s Flight or Rebellion, 1 did 
conceive it poflible to have formed an Arrangement of this Kind ‘* with the Rajub,” and it was cer- 
tainly “* fit and confonant to the mutual Engagements /ubfjling between the Company and the Rajab.” 
This I will prove at large: A Fine was what I meant to exatt—~and to fine was a Kight exprelsly re- 
ferved to the Company (fee a Secret Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, dated 
1gth January 1776—1.e. General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis): ‘* We thought it ad- 
‘6 vifeable to fix a proper Weight and Standard, to be invariably obferved by the Rajah in all Money 
‘© which might be coined, on Pain of forfeiting the Mint, and being liable to any Penalty the Board might 
“ think fit to impofe, on the Firft Inftance of any Deviation.” ‘The fame Sovereignty which could 
dictate fo authoritatively on one Occafion, muft have had an equal Right in others; and there- 
fore the Exaétion and Payment of a Penalty was confonant to the Engagements between the Com- 
pany and the Rajab, Shujah ud Dowlah levied a Fine, on the Death of the Father, for invefting 
the Son. //ere then we have a Second Right made over, with the other Appendages of Sovereignty, 
to the Company. Had not-our powerful Interpofition prevented the Canfequences of Bulwant Sing’s 
Treachery to his Mafter, in 1764, Shuyah ud Dowlah would probably have exerted, with fignal Rigour, 
a Qhird Right of Fining, and have furnifhed me with a Precedent full in Point to my Treatment of 
Cheyt Sing. ‘Ihe Interence therefore is, that the Right of fining was general—perhaps arbitrary ; 
but for that Iam not refponfible: It is a Defect woven into the Texture of the Mogul Syftem —Ic 
will no Doubt be molt happy for the Inhabitants of Afia, when the defpotic Inftitutes of Jengheez 
Khawn or Tamerlane thall give place to the liberal Spirit of a Britith Legiflaware; and J thall be 
amply fatisfied in my prefent Profecution, if it fhall tend to haften the Approach of an Event fo beneficial 
to the great Interefts of Mankind. In my Narrative of the fubfequent Tranfactions between Cheyt Sing 
and mylelf, compofed while all the Circumftances were {trong in my Recollection, I have detailed 
every Particular neceffary for a complete Comprehenfion of the painful Part 1 had to fupport——To the 
Colourings which are put upon many of my Expreffions by the Subtilties of Conftruction, [ fhall 
make few or no Objections. Truth is my immediate Aim, and I cannot flep out of my Way to 
glean up every calual Infinuation; otherwife | might obferve, that I cannot well conceive why, on 
my Refufal to fee the Rajah, it fhould be pronounced that I ‘* rudely and infolently forbad bis Vijit.” 
Is it rude to be peremptory ? or is Refolution Infolence ? if he were a great Prince, J, as reprefenting 
his Sovereign, fhould feem @ great King. 1 gave the Rajah in Writing my Charges refpecting his 
Conduct, “ informal” perhaps, and “ irregular ;” (for where fyould Jhave acquired the legal Precifion 
requifite for a Special Pleader ?) but certainly /fubfantial, and momentqus, and juf, I have faid that his 
Anfwly was * not only unfatisfactory ia Subftance, but offdnfive in Style.” I repeat the Affertion 
now, that near Five Years fince elapied have cooled my re (if T ever had any) and that 
my Feelings are no longer interefted by concomitant Circumftances. It was filled with thuffling Ex- 
cufes and palpable Falfehoods. It ftated that the. Rajah had furnifhed the additional Five Lacks of 
Rupees ** with the utmoft Readine/s ;” and that he had * taken a Penalty Bond from his Aumils that 
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& they fhould keep no Thieves in their Diftrié?s.” Was all this true, or fatisfactory, or decent ?—J had now 

Reafon to fufpeét that the Rajah would never come to fuch “an Arrangement” as I wifhed, till he had, 

at leaft in fome flight Degree, fele the Hand of Authority ; and I accordingly put him under an Arreft. 

No Infult, no Menace, no Violence of any Kind, was intended or applied: IT even wrote to him to calm 

any Apprehenfions for Perfonal Safety which he might te weak enough to entertain ; and received his 

Anfwer, that “he was entirely free from Concern and Apprehenfion.”” What followed I need not here 

particularize, My Conduct was regulated by Events which I could neither forefee nor controu]. All my 

original Meafures were broken through, all my Defigns annihilated, by the barbarous Maffacre of my 

unarmed Troops, and the unexpected Flight of Cheyt Sing. Every Step which I had taken before 

that fatal Momenc is an incontrovertible Proof, that I had formed no Defign “ of feizing upon the 

© Rajah’s Treafures, or of depofing him ;” andecertainly, at the Time whin I did form the Defign 

of making the Punifhment of his former Il] Conduct fubfervient to the Exigencies of the State, by a 

large Fine, “J did not believe him guilty of that premeditated Projeét for driving the Englifo out of India, 

ss with which I afterwards charged him.”——Had I been forewarned of this Project in the Extent which 

1 afterwards difcovered, I moft affuredly would have anticipated lis Schemes with more folid Effect, 

and without Perfonal Iiazard: 1 would never have propofed to ** fettle his Zemindarry upon him,” on 

any booting at all, Nothing therefore can equal my Surprize at the Tenor of this Part of the Charge, 

except my Incapacity to aniwer, without Contradiction, Two Accufations fotally contrad:Gory. In the 

13th, 14th, and rsth Claufes of this 3d Section of the 3d Charge, I am acculed of Imp/acability to 

all the Rajah’s humble Submiffions; of Per/everance in reje€ting all Accommodation (though feveral 

Offers were made) ; and of * being filled with Infolence and Malice,” in not replying to the Rajah’s 

Letters, after he had fo notorioufly drawn the Sword of Rebellion. And in the 27th Claufe of the 
fame Section of the fame Charge, it is afferted, that if I ‘* had conceived him (Cheyt Sing) to have 
‘« entertained traitorous Defigns again{ft the Company, from whom he held his tributary Eftate, or 
“© had been otherwife guilty of fuch enormous Offences as to make it neceffary to take extraordinary 
«© Methods for coercing him, s# would not bave been proper to fettle upon fuch a Traitor and Crimi- 
« nal the Zemindarry of Benares, or any other Territory, upon the mott eligible, or upon any other 
s¢ Footing whatever.” Thus am Jin one and the fame Charge accufed of being /evere, and told 
it ** would not bave been proper” for me to have been densent ;—_-Cenfured tor intending to fettle the Ze- 
mindary upon Cheyt Sing, and Cenfured for having rejected all his Offers towards a Settlement.—I can 
only anfwer to this formidable Dilemma, that fo long as I conceived Cheyt Sing’s Mifconduét and 
Contumacy to have me rather than the Company for its Object, at leaft to be merely the Effect of 
pernicious Advice or mifguided Folly, without any formal Defign of openly refitting our Authority, 
or dilclaiming our Sovereignty, I looked upon a confiderable Fine as fufficient both for his imme- 
diate Punifhment, and for binding him to future good Behaviour: I therefore entertained no ferious 
Thoughts of expelling him, or proceeding otherwife to Violence ; buc when e and his People broke 
out into the moft atrocious Acts of Rebellion and Murder; when the Jus fortioris et Lex ultima 
Regum were appealed to on his Pare (and without any fufficient Plea afforded him on mine} I from 
that Moment confidered him as the Traitor and Criminal defcribed in the Charge; and no Concef- 
fions, no Elumiliations, no Submiffions, could ever after induce me “ to fettle the Zemindarry of 
«© Benares, or any other Territory, upon him, on any Footing whatever.” 

Minutes delivered by me at the Council Board during the Time that the Ceffion of the Sove- 
reipnty ot Benares and Gauzipoor was negotiated with the Vizier, are quoted againft me in the 28h 
Claute of this Part of the Charge. The Minute in Queftion does undoubtedly contain my Sentiments 
at that Period, but thofe Sentiments went for Nothing : General Clavering and his Majority decided 
againit my Opinion, ** the Mea/ure is firitily and exclufively their owns” I, therefore, have nothing to 
do with it, But when, by the Death of Two who compofed that Majority, I became fomewhat more 
than a mere Pageant in the Adminiftration, I neceffarily relumed the Bufinefs where they had left it ; 
I confidered Cheyt Sing precifely what they bad made him, a tributary Landholder; not what J would 
have made him (but was over-ruled) an independent Prince, and a powerful Ally, placed as a Barrier 
between the Vizier and Government of Bengal.—ZJZ would have caufed the Company’s Tribute to be 
received at Patna within the Company’s Provinces: They caufed it to be received at Benares.——-I 
would have renounced the Sovereignty of his Country: They affumed it. The Sovereignty which 
they fumed, it fell to my Lot, very unexpectedly, to exert; and whether or not “ fuch Powers, 
“© or Powers of that Nature, were delegated to me by any Provifions of any AG of Parhament,” I 
confefs myfelf too little of a Lawyer to pronounce. I only know, that the Acceptance of the Sove- 
reignty of Benares, &c, is not acknowledged or admitted by any Act of Parliament; and yet, by the 
particular Interference of the Majority of the Council, the Company is clearly and indifputably feized 
of that Sovereienty. That if, therefore, the Sovereignty of Benares, as ceded to us by the Vizier, 
have any Rights whatever annexed to it (and be not a mere empty Word without Meaning) thofe 
Rights muft be fuch as are held, countenanced, and eftablifhed by the Law, Cuftom, and Utave of the 
Mogul Empire, and not by the Provifions of any Britifh Act of Parliament hitherto enacted, Thofe 
Hights (and uone other) I have been the involuntary Inftrument of enforcing, And if any furure Aét 
of Parliament fhall pofitively, or by Implication, tend to annihilate thofe very Rights, or their Exer- 
tion, as I haveexerted them, I much fear, that the boafted Sovereignty of Benares, which was held up 
as an Acquifition almolt obtruded upon the Company, againft my Content and Opinion (for I ac- 
knowledge that, even ¢hen, I forefaw many Difficulties and Inconveniences in its tuture Exercile) I 
fear, I fay, that this Sovereignty will be found a Burthen inftead of a Benefit; a heavy Clog rather 
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than a precious Gem to its prefent Pofleffors. I mean, unlefs the Whole of our Territory in that — 
Quarter fhall be rounded, and made an uniform compact Body, by One grand and fyflematic Atrange- 
ment; fuch an Arrangement as shall do away all the Mifchiets, Doubts, and Inconveniences (both to 
the Governors and the Governed) arifing from the Variety of “Tenures, Rights, and Claims in all Cafes 
of Landed Property and Feudal Jurifdiction in India, from the Informality, [nvalidity, and Inftability 
of all Engagements in fo divided and unicttled a State of Society; and from the unavoidable Anarchy 

and Contufion oi different Laws, Religions, and Prejudices, moral, civil, and political, all jumbled 
together in One unnatural and difcordant Mafs. Every Part of Hindoflan has been conftantly ex- 
pofed ro thefe and fimilar Difadvantages ever fince the Mahommedan Conquefts. The Hindoos, who 
never incorporated with their Conquerors, were kept in Order only by the ftrong Hand of Power. 
The conftant Neceflity of fimilar [xeriions would igcreafe at once their Energy and Extent, fo that 
Rebellion ittelf is the Parent and Promoter of Defpotifm. 

Sovereignty in India implies nothing elle; for I know not how we can form an Eftimate of its Powers 
but from its vifible ].feéts—and thole are every where the fame, from Caboo] to Aflam. The whole 
Hiftory of Afiais nothing more than Precedents to prove the invariable Exercife of arbitrary Power. 
To allthis I ftrongly alluded in the Minutes I delivered in Council, when the Treaty with the new 
Vizier was on Foot in 1775; and I wifhed to make Cheyt Sing independent, becaufe in India Depen- 
dence included a Thoufand Evils, many of which I enumerated at that Time, and they are entered in the 
gth Claute of the lirlt Section of this Charge. I knew the Powers with which an Indian Sovereignty is 
armed, andthe Dangers to which Tributaries cre expofed. 1 knew, that from the Hiftory of Afia, and 
frow the very Nature of Mankind, the Subjeéts of a defpotic Empire are always vigilant for the Mo- 
ment to rebel, and the Sovereign is ever jealous of rebellious Intentions, A Zemindar is an Indian 
Subject, and as fuch expofed to the common Lot of his Fellows. ‘* The mean and depraved State of a 
“© mere Zemindar” is, therefore, this very Dependance above mentioned on a defpotic Government— 
this very Pronenefs to fhake off his Allegiance, and this very xpofure to continual Danger from his 
Sovereign’s Jealouly, which are confequent on the Political State of Hindoftanic Governments, Bulwant 
Sing if he bad been, and Cheyt Sing as long as he was, a Zemindar, ftood exactly in this ‘* mean and de- 
© praved Siate,” by the Confittution of bis Country, I did not make it for him, but would have fecured 
him trom it. Thofe who made hima Zemindar cotailed upon him the Confequences of /o mean and de- 
praved a Tenure. Ally Verdy Khaun and Coffim Ally fined all their Zemindars, on the Neceffities of 
War, and on every Pretence, either of Court Neceffity, or Court Extravagance. 

I have but few Words to alledge in my own Behalf on the Depofitions, Affidavits, and other Tef- 
timonies annexed to my Narrative. Every Man will fee that in {o fingular a Situation I could do 
no otherwile. If the Means J] made ufe of were the deff in my Power, I ftand acquitted of Neglect 
er il] Intention, The Perlons who have given their feveral Teftimonies on the Occafion were not 
feleied for the Purpofe dy me, but are fuch as were on the Spot, and who owed their Knowledge 
ot the Tranfactions either to actual Infpection, or to fharing a Part of the common Difficulties : 
How fuch of the I.vidence as was‘attefted upon Oath could be * wot fit or decent to be taken by a 
“ Biitify Magiftrate, or to be tranfmitted to a Britifh Government,” 1am ftill at a Lols to comprehend. 
T have always thought that an Affidavit might be fworn to before any of [His Majcfty’s Fuftices of the 
Peace, whether i# or cut of the particular and local Jurifdiction of that Magiftrate. Britifh Subjects 
could certainly {wear with Propriety defore uo other Perfon whatever, while iuch a Magiltrate was on 
the Spot; and it I had neglected this Precaution, | cannot doubt but it would have been converted 
inca. a much more formidable Charge againit me, ‘* that, with every Opportunity for compleatly vin- 
«¢ dicating all the Steps I bad taken in this Affair, I had mott foamefully, and fraudulently, and unjuftifi- 
“¢ gily omitted to have the teveral Circumftances detailed in Writing and upon Oath, although One of 
“dis Mejefty’s Juftices was upon the Spot at theTime.” Ina Matter of mere Affidavit (no Trial ina 
Court of Juftice then pending) I never have heard that it was ufual, or expected, or neceflary to have a 
Perfon prelent * to object to the Competence or Credibility, or Relevancy of the Affidavit,” To the 
Adimiffion of jach Objections, a Julticeof Peace, out of bis local Jurifdiction, is certainly not competent : 
It alters the very Nature of the Function; and would contftitute a Judicial Procefs between Two 
Parties, before a Judge who holds no Court, and to whom neither Party is amenable, But thefe are 
Suphiftries totally unconnected with the main Queftion. I deemed Cheyt Sing a Kedbe/ and a Trastor ; 
I accordingly rejected his Submiffions, and expelled him from his Zemindarry, The Affidavits are 
meant as Proofs of his Rebellion tor the Satisfaction of others: My own Convittion wanted no fuch 
Affiitance; nor would any Objections be could bave made ever fhake a Tittle of my Opinion. My 
Superiors, the Court of Directors, in their Letter to Bengal of the 28th January 1784, have faid, 
“ After the Refittance which the Rajah had made, mo Countenance could be confiftently fhewn him; nor 
«was any Mcafure for his Reftoration ever propofed.” To them, therefore, and to éheir Senfe of 
the Rajah’s Guile, I may appeal tor the Propriety of tranfmitting thofe Teftimonies. It was a Mafs 
of Evidence, \.uich on the Whole proved the Sufficiency of the Grounds on which | have acted. 
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P A R T_IV"“. and V“%, 


1 AM here accufed of having caufed a Second, and then a Third ‘* Revolution in Benares :”’ 
That is, the Removal of a Collector or Receiver General of the Province is put on the Footing 
of a Difpoffeffion of the immediate Landholder and Zemin.jar; which amounts nearly to affert- 
ing, that the Difmiffion of a Miniftry in this Country 1s as complete a Revolution as the Abdication 
of James the Second. ‘The Expulfion of Cheyt Sing was indifputably a ‘* Revolution"—I have 
always called it fo. The fublequent Arrangements were mere internal Corrections of a Syflem 
which Experiment proved to be imperfect. When a new Syftem was to be formed with the Suc- 
ceffor of Cheye Sing (who, not being his Heir, dad no Claim of Right) 1 Jaw no Objection to 
making the Company’s Intercils my fiift Principle of Action. The eafy Accumulation of too 
much Wealth had been Cheyt Sing’s Ruin; it had buoyed him up with extravagant and ill-founded 
Notions of Independence, which J very much wifhed to difcourage in the future Rajah. Some 
Part therefore of the fuperabundant Produce of the Country I turned into the Coffers of the Sove- 
reign, by an Augmentation of the Tribute. To the Mint, and the Exercife of Criminal Juftice, we 
were exclufively entitled by the very 4 of Cefion from the Vizier; and they were both given up ta 
Cheyt Sing as a Matter of Perlonal Favour only : ‘Lhat we had not given up to him the Right as well 
as the Funéiton, is proved by the Paragraph above quoted, where an arbitrary Penalty, and aéfual 


Deprivation, are denounced again{t him for the very firft A it of Coin, by the Authority of 
the Council, without my Participation in the Act. The cherefore, I relumed, from Con- 
viction of it’s being proper and neceflary fo to do, The O% by the Britith Refident, nominated 


and appointed by the Company, Mr. Fowke, by whom* eve it to have been moft honourably 
conducted ; the other I entrutted, with fome flew and nec. vary Modifications, to a Mahommedan of 
the firft Abilities in India, and of the moft unimpeachable Integrity ; under whofe Adminiftration 
Tranquillity, good Order, and Security have taken Place in a Degree never before experienced in 
Benares. The Inhabitants have greatly increafed fince that Period, and upwards of 2,500 Houfes (as he 
informs me ina Letter I have lately received from him) have been added to the City. To obviate 
Mifunderftanding, I muft obferve, that the Adminiftrator of Criminal Juftice in Benares has always 
been of the Mahommedan Religion, and was always appointed by Shujah ud Dowlah himfelt to the 
Day of his Death. Of the Events fubfequent to Cheyt Sing’s Expulfion, I conceive a very flight 
Account to be fufficient. I fettled the Affairs of the Zemindary at that Period with as much Care 
and Circumfpection as the Shortnefs of the Time, and the Variety of my Employments, would per- 
mit. It happened (for which I was by no Means blameable) that the Perfons in whom I entrufted 
the executive Powers of the Zemindary, and whom I chole becaufe they were the neareft Relations 
of the Rajah, were inadequate to the Duty. I had Realon to doubt their Integrity as well as Ca- 
pacity, and therefore I cauled them to be removed. A Second Experiment proved equally unfa- 
tisfactory, and from the fame Caufes. I was therefore reduced to cxert the fame Remedy ; but dur- 
ing thefe neceflary, and dy no Aleans extraordinary, Changes of Miniftry, the Rajah himfelf and his 
People were in perfect Security : ‘Phe very Removal of the cffective Admuiniftrator, on his oppreffive 
Conduct and Official Peculation, has operat: d on the Minds of the Inhabitants very greatly in Favour 
of Britith Integrity and good Government. It is a Fact, and T can adduce very many Gentlemen 
now in London to confirm my Aflertion, that the Countries of Benares and Gauzipoor were never, 
within the Memory of [Snglihmen, fo well protected, fo peaceably governed, or more induftrioufly 
cultivated, than at the prefenc Moment: And as for the City of Benares, 1 appeal to the Letters 
which have been lately received from Madajce Scindia, by His Majefty and the Eaft India Com- 
pany, and which were written Months after my Departure, to prove, that my Regulations had not 
only contributed greatly to the Peace and good Order of that City, but had extended the Credit 
and Reputation of the Englifh Government to every Part of Indoftan and Deccan. 
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apie eaiage * the Urgency of the Cafe rendered it neceffary, the Board approved the Ratification.” The Board, 
Dietion. | have faid, approved of it, and I was a Member of the Board, but I was an inefficient Member of 
it; the Whole of this Tranfaction having paffed under the Order and Guidance af the Majority of 
the Byard, which excluded me from any Share in their Acts, equally in fuch as I approved, and ia 
fuch as I difapproved. It will appear, from the preceding Reafoning, that I approved of the Nabob’s 
Affertion of his own Right to re-claim the Treafures of his Inheritance, 

Ie is not true that the Women and Children of the late Nabob were left, or intended to be left, 
dependant onthe Bow Begum. They were feparately provided for, and though, from the Failure of 
the Funds affigned for their Maintenance, they were too otten {ubjected to great Inconvenience, they 
never experienced any Acts of Benevolence from the Begum, beyond an occafional Donation of a 
few Rupees tothe Children, when fhe condefcended, which was indeed very feldom, to permit them 
to wait upon her. Neither is it true, that the Jagheers were left the Begum by the late Nabob, Ar 
the Time of his Death the Diftrits which afterwards conftituted the Jagheer were held by the Begum 
on the Footing of a Farm, under the Name and Management of Jowar Ally Cawn, with whom the 
Accounts of the fame were Annually adjufted at the Khalfa. To the prefent Nabob, therefore, the 
was indebted for the principal Part of her Jagheers. 

The Treaty and Guarantee, though ratified, it would appear, by the Council only becaufe “ the 

** Urgency of the Cafe rendered it neceffary ,” and, though the Begum, before Six Months had 
janie: had, by Mr. Briftow’s Acknowledgment, “* forfeited her Claim to the Protection of the 
** Company, by infringing the Conditions of the Treaty to which chey were Guarantees,” were 
moft facredly adhered to by me, until the Mifconduct of the Begums and their Dependants, on the 
Occafion of the Infurreétion at Benares, would have made it an Aét of the greateft Injuftice in the 
Company to themfelves to continue their Protection: ‘Phe Guarantee was then withdrawn, and the 
Nabob was permitted to renew and profecute his Claim to his Inheritance. Previous to that Period 
the Refident, by my Orders, on all Occafions employed the utmoft Influence of his Station, to guard 
the Begums affumed Privileges from Invafion, and in various Inttances, as will appear from his public 
Correfpondence, did oppole, almoft by Violence, the Dcfigns of the Nabob, where they were hoftile or 
offenfive tothe Begum. Fle repeatedly went to Fayzabad, purpofély to mediate between the Nabol 
and his Mother, and reconcile mutual Animofities ; which, on one Side, were perpetually excited by 
the jealoufy and interefted Views of the Two principal Funuchs, Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn; and in 
every other Inftance whatfoever, he invariably thewed that Attention and Keipect co the Begum, which 
was due to her from the near Relation fhe bore to our Ally, This the Bow Begum herfelf admitted, 
obferving, in her Letter to Mr. Briftow, “* ‘That the Nabob, her Son, had once before threatened to 
* feize her Jagheer, but Mr. Middleton interfered, and prevented it ;” and there is not the Shadow of 
Doubt, that but for this Interpofition, his Excellency would long before not only have feized her 
Jagheers, but have wrefted from her the Treafures fhe unjuftly with-held from him. 

The Nabob was permicted to refume the Jagheers, becaufe they were found highly prejudicial to 
the Revenue of the State, and he granted, to {uch as were entitled to that Indulgence, Stipends in 
Money equivalent to the net Produce of their Lands. The Begums were expretsly provided for, and 
the Payments were to be made them, not at the Difcretion of the Nabob, but from the Company’s 
Treafury under Charge of the Refident. Where then was the pretended Injury, fince the Begums 
were regularly to receive, according to their own Statement, to the utmoft Amount of what -they ever 
realized from their Jacheers? ‘his Propofal was repeatedly made to them in Writing, and fully 
explained to their Agents, by the Nabob, his Minifters, and the Refident, but was anfwered with the 
proffeft Indecency and Abufe, and the moft violent Denunciation of Vengeance on the whole Country, 
in cafe their Jagheers were touched. With refpect to the other Jagheerdars, excepting only the Nabob 
Salar Jung, and a very few others, they were generally the meaneft and moft contemptible of the 
Nabob’s Subjects, and in no Shape deferving of his Bounty. They were, in fhort, his Orderlies, and 
other Perfons of that Scamp, the Companions of his loofer Hours. ‘The Perfonal Influence of thefe 
Men, which was very powerful, was naturally exerted to defeat a Defign which fo materially affected 
their Interefts, and not without contiderable Efficacy, as appeared by the Nabob’s fubfequent Condu& 
when the Meafure of Refumption came to be carried into Execution, It was on their Account only 
that any Difficulties were ftarted, and could thefe Men have been exempted, his Excellency would moft 
certainly have made no Hefitation about the reft but it would indeed have been a Difgrace to the 
Influence which we were fuppofed to have acquired in his Government, to have fuffered a partial Dif- 
tinction in favour of fuch unworthy Objects, 

No Injury was intended, or could poffibly arife, to the Begums, from the Refumption of the Jag- 
heers ; they were found deftructive of the Nabob’s Revenue, and dangerous to the very Exiftence 
of his Government ; they had been made the Sources to feed a Rebellion. 1t was neceffary therefore 
to refume them, and the only Change which the Begums Situation could undergo irom it, was the 
Subftitution of the Nabob’s Agency, with the pledged Security of the Company’s Refident, in lieu of 
that of their Eunuchs Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn. No Stipulation was made in Favour of any 
other tf sate becaufe the Faith of the Company was not concerned in it. 

The ‘Two diftinc? Acts, of refuming the Jagheers, and feizing the Treafures, are confounded, and 
improperly made to originate from one and the fame Caufe, viz. the Defection of the Begums in 
the Infurretion at Benates. At the Time that the Refumption of the Jagheers was refolved on, the 
Conduét of the Begurns, though frongly fufpected, was not fufficiently afcertained to juftify the 
depriving them of Jagheers held under the Pledge of the Company, without an Equivalent; and 
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accordingly a full Compenfation was ftipulated. ‘Their Conduct, in openly and molt violently Ops 
pofing, = armed Force, the Nabob’s Orders for the Refumption of the Jagheers, though they 
were not to be Lofers by it; their exciting their Agents and other Jagheerdars to unite in forcible 
Refiftance; and, laftly, the fubfequent Information which was sbeined of their Zeal and Adtivity in 
fupporting the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing, and fpreading its Confequences through the Nabob’s 
Dominions, for the declared Purpofe of our ’xtirpation, were the Grounds of withdrawing the Com- 

any’s Guarantee, and of the confequent Confifcation of their Treafures, Admitting the Facts al- 
ledged in the Refident’s Correfpondence, and confirmed by the folemn Teftimony or fo many Wit- 
nefles, both Native and European, and of the latter many (fortunately for my Honour) are in 
England, who could be no Ways interefted in the Iffue, no Man furely can difpute the Propriety of 
this Meafure, whether its Juftice or Policy be made the Criterion of judging it; moft affuredly, no 
unprejudiced Man in the Country, whether Native or European, ever entertained a Doubt of the 
Begums having been extremely aclive in promoting the Infurrection at Benares, and in the Nabob’s 
Country : It remains, therefore, for Juftice to decide, whether in fo doing they did or did not forfeit 
their Claim to the Protection of the Company, by which alone they had hitherto maintained what- 
ever they poffeffed. 

When the Nabob fo earneftly defired my Sandion for the Refumption of the Jagheers, he cer- 
tainly had in View only the Begums and a few others of Magnitude, which he confidered proteQed, 
either by the Guarantee or Favour of the Company. Le could not be fuppofed to afk my Sanétion 
to the Refumption of Grants, in which the Company’s Iaith was no Ways concerned ; but, being aware 
that his Excellency intended a partial Refumption, referving the Jagheers of his particular Favour- 
ites, who from their Characters and Conduct ought to be the firft profcribed, I determined to defeat 
the Defign, by advifing him to make the Refumption general , and he engaged to follow my Advice. 
The Confequence pf this his Excellency did not at the Time advert to, but when he difcovered 
that, by the Spirit of the Agreement, and my determined Adherence to it, he was precluded from 
fhewing any Partiality, and moreover that the Produce of the Jagheers, when refumed, inflead of 
coming immediately into his Poffeflion, was to be appropriated to the Liquidation of his Debt to 
the Company, for which J exprefsly flipulated, he became indifferent, and even apparently averfe to 
the Refumption. Ele was alio, as I have already remarked, greatly influenced by che inflammatory 
Suggeftions of Incendiaries and Perfonal Favourites about him, who counteracted my Defigns in all 
my Proceedings with his Lxcellency, by diffuading him from a Meafure by which their Interefts 
would be fo much affected. To thofe who are Perfonally acquainted with the Nabob, it will not ap- 

ar extraordinary that all thefe Caufes, combining and operating upon his Mind, fhould have drawa 

im into Inconfiltencies of Conduct, which to others may feem irreconcileable. ; 

Ir is not true that Sir Ehjah Impey was at Lucknow when J communicated my Sentiments 
through him to the Refident, refpecting the Begum’s Treafures, Sir Elijah was with me at Chunar, 
and the Refident did avail himfelf on this and other Occafions of that Gentleman’s Prefence and Confi- 
dential Intercourfe with me, to afcertain my Wifhes on certain Points, which the Multiplicity and 
Importance of the Bufinefs which I was then engaged in prevented my communicating fo fully by 
Letter. 

The Englith Troops were not employed at Fayzabad until the Nabob formally demanded their 
Aid, in Confequence of hoftile Preparations to refift his Claim upon the Begum for his deceafed Fa- 
ther’s Treafures, which he deemed his own Force unable to repel. ‘The Eunuchs were feized, not 
for the Purpofe of extorting Money, as ailumed in the Charge, but as the Agents and principal 
Inftruments of exciting the [nfurrections before alluded to, and for actual Rebellion —The Nabob 
had declared his firm Intention, by Letters to mylelf and the Refident, Jong before he went to 
Fayzabad, of feizing and feverely punifhing the Two Kunuchs of his Mother, not only for their 
fhameful and infidious Conduct during the Troubles at Benares, but for their long and unremitted 
Treachery, particularly to himielf, in feeking every Occafion of embroiling him with both his Parents, 
and openly infulting his Authority ; a Conduct they had invariably purfued from the Death of the 
late Nabob his Father. “* They have preferved (lays Mr. Briftow, in his Letter of the 2 5th January 
“© 3476) a total Independance of the Nabob’s Authority, beat the Officers of his Government, and 
** refufed Obedience to his Perwannahs.” Their Perions were accordingly feized on the Nabob’s 
Arrival at Fayzabed, and fecured under a ftrict Guard of the Compayy’s Troops, the Nabob not think- 
ing it prudent or fate to truft them in the Cuftody of his own Sepoys, whillt furrounded with fuch 
Jarge Parties of their armed Men affembled in the Neighbourhood, who had declared themfelves 
equal to any Conteft with his Excellency’s Force, and deterniined on a defperate Refiftance, had the 
Attack upon them at Fayzabad been made by his Strength alone. So confident indeed was the 
io in her own se under her Twq Commanders, Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn, that fhe 
did on all Occalions profels to hold the Troops of the State in the utmoft Contempt, and oppofed 
them without Ceremony. “ Do not you,” fays fhe to Mr. Briftow, “‘ take any Part in the Affair, 
** and then let Afoph ul Dowlah and Murteza Cawn (the Nabob and his Minifter) in whatever 
: Manner they are able, to take Sums of Money from me==they will then fee the Confe- 

quences.” 

Upon a Review and due Confideration of the Situation of Affairs at Phy zabad, it appearing that 
thefe Two Eunuchs were capable of affording the Nabob the moft effectual Affiftance in the Reco- 
very of his Claims on the Begum, and that in Fact there was very little Probability of fucceeding 
without their Aid, it was deemed good Policy to tempt them with Affurances of a Mitigation Hd their 
3 Punifhmentr, 
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Ponithment, in Proportion as they might exere themfelves in the Bufinefs. They, in confequence, 
prorhifed every Affiftance in their Power, and charged themfelves with the whole Claims which, after 
a tedious Negociation, was compromifed at Sixty Lacks. On the Strength of this Engagement the 
Eunuchs were permitted (in Cuftody however of a fufficient Guard) to return to their Fiabitations in 
the Town, for the declared Purpofe of acquitting themfelves of their Obligation, which they owned 
they could accomplith in Three Days; they; however, broke this Engagement, and were guilty of 
fuch Equivocation, Falfehood, and Evafion, produced probably by their Intercourfe with the 
Begums, as rendered it neceHary, in the Judgment of the Nabob and his Minifters, to recur to rigo- 
rous Treatment as the only Means of bringing them to an immediate Adjuftment, which it was well 
known, from their Situation with the Begums, was within their Reach. The conditional Obligation 
of their Compromife with the Vizier was, that they fhould procure the immediate Payment of his 
Claim upon the Begums, and in Return they were promifed Lenity : They wilfully broke the Terms 
of the Agreement, and it was therefore juftifiable to replace them it the Situation in which they would 
have ftood, had no fach Compromife taken Place; and they had added to their other Offences the 
recent Violation of a folemn written Obligation; but upon their again giving the ftrongeft Affur- 
ances of fatisfying the Nabob’s Claim, a new Agreement, under the Sandlion of the Begum, was en- 
tered into, in which they were allowed One Month (confiderably more than they had even afked) to 
pay up the Balance, and they were in Confequence freed from their Reftraints, the Nabob returning 
to his Capital, leaving an Agent of his own with a proper Guard to conclude the Bufinefs. It very 
foon, however, appeared, that this Agreement was meant only to amufe and carry the Nabob from 
Fayzabad, for at the Expiration of the limited Time very little had been paid, and only idle, falla- 
cious, and infulting Pretexts, with renewed Promifes, offered in Excufe for the Failure. Could then 
the Nabob, who knew that thefe Men had the Means of fatisfying his Demand in One Hour, be 
blamed for again directing Recourfe to Severities, as the laft and only Refort? There could be no 
Doubt of the Ability of the Parties to comply with the Demand, for, notwithftanding the Pretences 
which were ufed after the Delivery of the Sum obyioufly depofited with Bahar Ally Cawn for the 
Purpofe of concealing the fecret Hoard inthe Begum’s own Charge, and the poor Expedient of deli- 
vering Jewels and Effects co imprefs a Belief of her having yielded up all, there is every Reafon to 
fuppofe, from the beft Informations that could be obtained from the Minifters, and others converfant 
in the late Nabob’s Affairs, confirmed by the Teftimony of Mr. Briftow, who fays, “it is generally 
“ believed the Begum has Four Crores in her Poffeffion; but I fancy I may venture to fay fhe has 
** One Crore and Seventy Lacks,” that the Claim now made upon her did not amount to One-third of 
the actual Wealth in her Poffeffion, The Circumftance of her yielding up Jewels, Plate, &c. de- 
claring herfelf poffeffed of no other Means of fatisfying the Demands, will not appear deferving of 
Attention, when it is remembered that the fame pitiful Expedients, and the fame Stories of Poverty 
and Wretchednefs, were practifed on a former and fimilar Occafion. The Nabob’s Right was uncon- 
trovertible, and the Exigency of his Affairs, with his own and the Company’s Troops, who were de- 
endant on his Refources, almoft in a State of general Mutiny for their Pay Cour Troops Six Months 
in Arrear) ftrongly compelling him to affert it (fetting afide the Treachery of the Begums and theic 
Agents, and the Political Danger of leaving them with fuch powerful Means of extending their per- 
nicious Influence) it muft reft with this Honourable Houfe to decide the Queftion, whether it was 
allowable, “when the Nabob was reduced to fuch Diftrefs, that his Mother fhould ufelefsly keep 
** up immenfe Trea/ures,” declared to be the Treafures of the State; or how far he was warranted in 
directing the Courfe he did, no other being praéticable, to obtain his lawful Demands. 

In relied to the Eunuchs, it may fuffice further to fay, that to thofe who were acquainted with 
their Conduct during the Rebellion of Benares, and fubfequently on the Occafion of refuming the 
Jagheers, when they marched their Troops in every Direction, for the avowed Purpofe of refifting 
the Nabob’s Orders, and in the moft unreferved Manner encouraged others to follow their Example, 
the Treatment they met with cannot appear harfh or undefervedly fevere ; on the contrary, it was the 

eneral Opinion that they merited even Death, and Death probably would have been the immediate 
ortion, at leaft of Bahar Ally Cawn, had the Nabob been left uninfluenced to the Gratification of his. 
own well-grounded Refentment. ; 

I have conducted the Narration of the preceding Detail to its Clofe without chufing to interrupt 
it, or difturb the Attention of my Honourable Hearers by the concluding Obfervation, which I now 
think it neceflary to make upon it; becaufe I hold the whole Series of the Acts thus connected ftriétly 
reconcileable to Juftice, Honour, and good Policy, whoever were the Parties concerned in them : 
But I muft at the fame Time affirm, that thefe Acts, whether right or wrong, are not mine, though 
originating from me, in my Confent yielded to the Nabob at his fpecial Inftance, that he fhould re- 
claim the Treafures kept back from him by his Mother, and the Jagheers from all the Jagheerdars, 
and from my fubfequent Claim, which I avow to have been moft peremptory, that my Confent toa 
Meafure liable to fuch a Variety of Conftructions fhould not be perverted to an Inftrument of private 
Compromife, or the Confiftency of my Character forfeited by its being withdrawn after fuch rigo- 
rous and publi¢g Denunciations of it. My laft Orders, therefore, for its Execution, is all that | am 
anfwerable for, ‘The reft depended upon the Inftruments which were employed in it, and fo little 
on myfelf, that I was ignorant of the whole Mode of its Execution, till it was done; and fo far as I 
am concerned in it, the whole Board were equally concerned and unanimous. 

Upon the Letters of Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon, quoted by the Bow Begum in Proof 
of her Innocence of the Conduct imputed to her and her Servants, it is only neceffary co obferve, 
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tha: they were wricten at a Time, and under the Impreffion of the Begums having it very much in 
aheir Power to contribute to the Safery, or poffibly to the Deftruction, of Colonel Fanny's Detach- 
ment, then in a very precarious Situation in the Neighbourhood of Fayzabad, and at a Time too 
when our Affairs at Benares were fuppofed by thofe Officers to wear an unfavourable Afpect. The 
Colonel's Firft Objeét was to procure Safety for the Perfon of Captain Gordon, who was at the Mercy 
of the Begums and their Eunuchs ; and for this Purpofe he thought no Means fo likely to fucceed, as 
declaring an implicit Reliance on their Friendfhip’ and Good'Faith, and affecting to confider himfelf 
under O a to them. Captain Gordon, however, moft probably owed his Salvation to another 
Infilvence: Soon after he fell into their Hands, by the treacherous Condué of Bahar Ally Cawn’s 
Naib and adopted Son, at Tanda, the News of fome fuccefsful Operations of our Troops at Benares 
reached the Begums, and as Affairs began to promife a fpeedy of decifiye Iffue in our Favour, it is 
pot furprizing that the Begums and their Agents fhould endeavour by Acts of Kindnefs to efface the 
Jmpreffion which they mult have been fenfible their Conduét had made to their Difcredit. This was 
the Explanation given by Colonel Hannay to Mr. Middleton of the Motives of his Conduct to the 
Begums at that Period ; arid the Letters alluded to cannot poffibly bear any other Conftruction, with- 
out an J.sputation on the Veracity and moral Character of the late Colonel Hannay, which his Re- 
putation and general Conduct in Life will not warrant. ; 

‘ The Teftimony of Colonel Hannay cannot now be had, but his Explanation to Mr. Middleton of 
the Motives of his Conduét to the Begums and their Agents at that critical Conjuncture of his own 
and the National Affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any Time to certify on Oath; and the 
Evidence of Captain Gordon may poffibly throw further Light upon the Subject. 
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FUR RUCKABA D. 


a Goyernment conttituted like that of Furruckabad, it was extremely difficult, and ‘perhaps ut- 
terly impoffible, to form any regular permanent Syftem. The Nabob Mozuffer Jung, as de- 
{cribed by every one, was a weak incapable Man, and had che Misfortune generally to be under the 
Guidance of Counfellors nearly as incapable as himfelf, and wholly deftitute of Integricy. Upon 
Mr. Briftow’s firft Appointment to the Court of Oude, when I was a mere Cypher in the Govern- 
ment, he invefted Mirza Abdoola Beg with a controuling Authority over the Affairs of the Nabob 
of Furruckabad, which he exercifed in the Name of the Nabob Vizier, but in Effect under the ex- 
clufive Directions of Mr. Briftow himfelf. The Nabob Mozuffer Jung grievoufly complained of 
the Oppreffion of Abdoola Beg. I am free to confefs, that we interfered very improperly in the 
Affairs of Furruckabad, and that in Fa&t the Appointment might with more Propriety be called the 
Appointment of Meffrs. Francis and Wheler than my own. The peculiar Circumftances of Mr. 
Shee’s Situation, which I forbear to detail to this Honourable Houfe, rendered it neceffary, if pof- 
fible, to procure him an Appointment oxt of Calcutta; and the Board fent him, with my Confent, to 
Furruckabad. This, however, was an Expedient of no Avail, for equally loud were the Com- 
enh of Mozuffer Jung againft the Company’s Agent; and notwithftanding the fuppofed Impro- 

ability of his foliciting Redrefs from the Vizier, who was confidered as the Source of all his 
Grievances, he actually did fupplicate him to procure the Recall of Mr. Shee, declaring the utmolt 
Readinefs to receive any Native Agent his Excellency might depute, Mr. Shee was recalled at the 
Requifition of the Vizier, who was left to adjuft his Claims with Mozuffer Jung in the beft Manner 
he could: But it did very early appear to my Judgment, that Mr, Shee’s Removal had given place 
to the Exercife of a ftili worfe Tyranny ; and Mozuffer Jung having made heavy Complaints againft 
the Vizier’s Agent, which he accompanied with an Offer of fatisfying all the Demands of the Vizier, 
if the uncontrouled Management of his Affairs was reftored to him, I again exerted my Influence 
againft a very ftrong Oppofition, and procured, with great Difficulty, the Recall of the Vizter’s 
ree leaving to Mozuffer Jung, as he had defired, the entire Management of his own Affairs. 
But inftead of the Meafure being productive of the good Confequerces which I hoped, viz. re- 
lieving Mozuffer Jung from Oppreffion, and fecuring the Payment of the Nabob’s Debt, it did in 
an extraordinary Degree tend to encreafe Mozuffer Jung’s Embarraffments; for, from the Knavery 
of his Servants, he was deprived of the fcanty Means of Subfiftence which had before been allotted 
him, and during the whole Year not One Rupee of his Debt to the Vizier had been paid. 

Under thefe Circumftances, it would have been an Aét of Injuftice to the Nabob, without any Be- 
nefit to Mozuffer Jung, to continue our Interference, 

The former Orders to the Refident at Lucknow were therefore annulled , and inftead of preventing 
the Vizier from recovering his Claims on Mozuffer Jung, which had been the Effect of our Media- 
tion, he was directed to affift his Excellency with every Means in his Power to effect ite Mr. Willes 
was afterwards appointed the Refident at Furruckabad, “‘ from a Senfe of Submiffion to the implied 
*" Orders of the Direftors ;” and fince my Departure from Bengal, the Council have thought proper 
to inveft Mr. Willes with Powers, which I conceived we were not competent to give him confiftently 
with our Engagements with the Nabob Vizier. I am not refponiible in che flighteft Degree for the 

ood or bad Government of Furruckabad; and I might, with equal Propriety, be arraigned for the 
alamities which the late War has entailed upon Great Britain, as for the Misfortunes of Mozuffer 


Jung. 


Anfwer 
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Anfwer to the Sixth Charge. 





RAJAH of SAHLONE 


OF this Charge I know no more, than that I permitted, rather than ordered, a Party of the Com- 

pany’s Forces, under the prefcribed, but general Deftination, té purfue the Chief of a Herd 
of Banditti, which infetted the Dominions of the Nabob of Oude, our Ally, to Death, the Punith- 
ment which he merited. For the Particulars of this Tranfaétion, as of the principal Part of thafe 
which relate to the former Charge, I am alfo indebted to Mr, Middleton. 

Bulbudder was formerly a Zemindar, or Landholder, under the Suba of Oude, but was de- 
prived of his Zemindarry, and expelled the Country, many Years ago, by the late Nabob, or his Pre- 
deceffor Sufdur Jung (for the Period is too far back to trace it with any Certainty) for Mifconduct. He 
took up his Refidence in the Maratta or Bundelcund Territory, acrofs the River Jumna, and built 
or purchafed a ftrone Fort, to keep his Family and Effects in it. For many Years afterwards he con- 
ftantly made Incurfions, with 4 numerous Banditti, into the Vizier’s Country, when the Crops were 
ready to gather in, and levied very heavy Contributions on the Farmers, which they were obliged to 
comply with, to fave their Harveft from Deftruétion. He was repeatedly proceeded againft by the late 
Nabob; but his Motions were too fudden and rapid to be counteracted by Force, and he had gene- 
rally accomplifhed his Object, and returned to his ftrong Hold with his Booty, before a Detach- 
ment could be brought to aét againft him, and not unfrequently even before any Intelligence of his 
Invafion had reached the Court. Upon the Diftrié&t of Sahlone, which lay contiguous to his Retreat, 
and confequently moft fubyect to his Depredations, being given in Farm to the Bow Begum (for in 
the Time of Shuja ul Dowla the had it on no other Footing) the found it expedient, as the could not 
always command a Force to be fent to oppofe him, to bribe the Traitor not to moleft her Dependen- 
cies. He, however, notwithftanding this Compromife, did continue occafionally to levy Exactions 
on her Aumils, pretending chat they were the unauthorized Acts of his Adherents ; and the other 
neighbouring Countries he plundered without Mercy. The fuppofed Impoffibility of putting an 
effeGtual Stop to his Depredations, and the great Injury the Country fuftained by them, did induce 
the Nabob'Afoph ul Dowlah to propofe a se aaa which, though eftablifhing a moft dangerous 
Precedent, feemed the only Means at prefent of remedying the Evil. The Rebel demanded 10,000R" 

r Annum to fpare only the Diftrit of Sahlone, with a Refervation of a Right of plundering and 
aying Watfte the reft of the Vizier’s Provinces at his Pleafure. 

In confequence of this infolent Demand, the Negociation, which was carried on through Major 
Gilpin, broke off ; the Detachment was reinforced (for the Rebel had now 10,000 Men in Arms); and, 
by a fortuitous Concurrence of Circumftances, this notorious Villain, a Robber and Difturber of 
the public Tranquility, was purfued to his Deftruction. The Letters of Major Gilpin on this Subject 
are forthcoming, if neceffary ; and that Gentleman is himfelf on the Spot to give any further Tefti- 
mony that may be required. 


An{wer 
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Anfwer to the Seventh, Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth 
Charges. + 





CONTRACTS, AND INCREASE OF 
ESTABLISHMENTS, 


[N the 7th, roth, ruth, apd y2th Charges, Iam accufed of making improvident Contras, and for 
" a Wafte of the Public Money, by granting exceffive Allowances in the Civil Branch of the Ser- 
vice: Thefe Charges I fhall anfwer as fully and diftin€tly as the Materials which I poffefs, and the 
Time allowed to me, will permit. 
In the 7th Charge it is aflerted, that “it was the fundamental Rule of the Company's Service in 
“* Bengal that all Contracts fhould be publicly advertifed, that they fhould be granted to the loweft 
** Bidder, and that in particular the Contract for Provifions, and for Draught and Carriage Bullocks, 
“ fhould be Annual.” I am charged with acting in dire& Difobedience to thefe Orders, Firft, for 
not advertifing for Propofals; and Secondly, for prolonging the Periods for which I granted the 
Bullock Contraét beyond One Year, and that I further aéted againft the Orders of my Superiors, 
who had not left me in this Cafe an Option, by declaring that I difapproved of publifhing for Propo- 
fals, and that the Cantract for Draught Bullocks had been reduced too low already. To the latter 
Part of this Charge J reply, that, according to my Conftruction of the Company’s Orders, they never 
were or can be meant, in any Inftance, to leave their Adminiftration in India without an Option. At 
fuch a Diftance from the Parent State, the Government upon the Spot muft be vetted with a Difcre- 
tionary Power; but where pofitive Orders are fent, where thofe Orders are difobeyed, and the Rea- 
fons affigned for fuch Difobedience are not fatisfatory, Cenfure or Punifhment invariably ought to 
follow. Jn my Opinion, the very Exiftence of the Empire in Bengal depends upon our Army being 
in a Situation to move, if required, at the fhorteft Notice, and the Movement of our Army mult 
always depend upon the State of our Draught and Carriage Bullocks. In the Year 1777, when the 
Board gave the Bullock Contract to Mr. E. Johnfon, it is a Fact of public Notoriety, that by having 
made that Contraét Annual, and by granting it to the loweft Bidder, it was taken lower, by 50 per 
Cent. than it was poffible for any Man to keep the Bullocks fit for Service, provided the Contract 
had been fully executed, and the Number contracted for kept up, I appeal to the Records of thofe 
Days to prove the Complaints of the Commanding Officers of the weak State of their Carriage 
Cattle; I appeal to opr Revenue Confultations to certify the Amount of the Deductions that were 
made from the Revenues for Bullocks violently feized, whenever any Detachment of our Army 
marched through any Part of Bengal or Bahar. To remedy thefe Inconveniences, and to fix the 
Contract upon fuch fair and equitable Terms as fhould infure a ftrict Performance of the Public 
Service, and afford to the Contractor the Profpect of a reafonable Profit for his Trouble and Rifk, I 
joined in giving the Bullock Contract to Mr. Johnfon in 1777, and the Contract for Elephants ‘to 
Mr. Templar in the Year 1779, I heartily concurred with Sir Eyre Coote in granting the Provi.on 
and Bullock Contraé to Mr. R. Johnfon for Five Years, thereby performing, in my humble Opi- 
nion, a moft effential and important Service to the Eaft India Company, my refpected Employers. 
From 1779 to 1783 we were ina State of War with European and Country Powers; we had Two 
confiderable Detachments of our Army upon Foreign Service, the one upon the Coaft of Coroman- 
del, the other in Guzzerat, and our Army in Bengal was fic for immediate Service: I can therefore 
confidently affert, that in every Point of View the Bullock Contraét was highly advantageous to the 
Company ; and fo fully am I imprefied with the Neceffity of granting the Contract, or the Agency, 
for the Supply of Draught and Carriage Bullocks, upon fair and liberal Terms at all Times, that I 
took the Liberty to give thefe Sentiments to the Court of Directors fince my Return to England, 
when they did me the Honour to afk my Opinion of certain Military Arrangements which they had 
at that Time under Confideration: And it will not be deemed irregular or indecent in me, I truft, to 
quote to this Honourable Houfe the Opinion of a Gentleman (Sir George Wombwell) on the Sub- 
— of Contracts, who, at the Time he gave it, was a Member of this Horfe, and Chairman of the 
aft India Company. Sir George faid, “* That he believed putting up Contracts to public Sale 
““ would be prejudicial to the Public Service. Men,” he faid, ‘inadequate to the Performance of the 
** Contraéts, would at all Times bid lower than Men of Ability and Reputation; and they would 
“* do much more Injury by ferving the Public badly, chan the Difference of Expence: He had feen 
“© Tnftances of it in the Contracts of the Eaft India Company, and thofe of a fatal Nature.” ‘ee 
2 theie 
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thefe Sentiments, delivered in this Houle by Sir George Wombwell on the 4th of May 1978, as 4 
ftrong Confirmation of my own Opinion; and I affirm, that if Contracts had been given away in 
Bengal for fhort Periods, and to the loweft Bidder, more particularly Army Contracts, they would 
have fallen invariably into the Hands of irrefponfible Men, and we might have had a very different 
Termination of the late arduous Struggle in India. We advertifed, in the Year 1777, for Propofals 
for keeping in Repair the Cantonments of Burrampoor and Dinapore by Contract; an Enfign in the 
Service, a Mr. Fofter, gave in the loweft Propofals; but the Board were fenfible of the Impoffibility 
of performing the Service for the Sum for which he was ready to undertake it, and we agreed to 
nominate Mr. Vanderhayden to perform the Duty by Agency; yet this was a direct Breach of the 
Company’s Orders, and by the Reafoning in the Charge, we were left in this Cafe without an Op- 
tion. I fhall conclude my Obfervations upon the Contraét for Draught and Carriage Bullocks with 
the following Quotation from the Letter of the Court of Directors to Bengal, oF the 11th April 
1781, 
‘© General Coote remarks, that being in a State of actual War, it was unneceffary to fet forth the 
indifpenfable Neceffity of having the Draught and Carriage Bullocks put in the beft Train pof- 
“ fible, becaufe the Succefs of every Operation in War depends fo very particularly on the bad or 
** sood Condition of the Artillery Train; and in this Opinion we concur with the General, 

** Upon the moft impartial Confideration of all the Materials before us, we candidly allow your 
** Syftem for the Provifion of Cattle for the Service of the Trains to have been excellent, provided 
“* you had advertifed for Propofals, and thereby afcertained the loweft Terms procurable, with 
“© good Security for Performance of the Contract ; but the Offer, without advertifing for Propofals, 
“*- appears to us very improper. 

“© We are neverthelefs of Opinion, that provided the Terms were reafonable, it might not, for 
“* the moft obvious Reafons, be for the Good of the Service in Time of War, to renew the Bullock 
“* Contract every Year.” 


a6 


MARINE CONTRACT. 


Upon the fulleft Confideration, the Board determined, in 1779, to give the Mafter Attendant, and 
his Deputy, the Contra¢ts for furnifhing Pilot Sloops for the Ganges, upon the fame Terms that it 
had been held by Mr. KebleThe Contract was renewed for Two Years, in 1779, and was faith- 
fully, honeftly, and ceconomically performed: Of thefe Facts the fulleft Proofs were tranfmitted to 
England. I humbly conceive that the Court of DireGlors have, upon fuller Information, and on 
more mature Confideration, approved of thefe Contracts; and alfo of the Contraét concluded with 
Captain Forde for the Defence of the Chittagong River againft the Incurfions of the Muggs ; 
becaufe, as it is truly afferted in the Charge, “ the Directors have not taken any Meafures againtt 
** me for my Share in concluding them.” 


MR. BELLI’S CONTRACT. 


The next Charge is, for giving the Agency for fupplying the Garrifon of Fort William with Pro- 
vifions to my Private Secretary, Mr. John Belli. My Reafons are entered at large upon Record, 
and to thefe I fhall refer in the Courfe of this Proceeding , but for the prefent I ari, that by an 
authentic Account, entered upon our Confultations, the actual Profit of Mr. Belli’s Agency, for Three 
Years, are proved to be One Lack and Two thoufand Rupees, or £. 10,000 Sterling—inftead of 

15,970 per Annum, as it is erroneoufly afferted in the Charge to have been.—This Agency was 
afterwards converted into a Contract for Five Years: I deemed it of infinite Confequence to beftow 
it on a Man, in whofe Integrity and Honour I could place the firmeft Reliance ; and the Court of Di- 
rectors have never exprefied the fmalleft Difapprobation of Mr. Belli’s Contraét. When I pro- 
pofed originally to grant to Mr. Belli the Agency for fupplying Fort William with Provifions, Ge- 
neral Clavering calculated the Profits of this Agency to be £. 10,000 a Year: Upon that Occafion 
J affured the Court of Directors, that if they were pleafed to require it, the Profits arifing from the 
Agency fhould be paid into the Company’s Treafury. The Court of Directors, adopting the General's 
Calculation as to the Profits, ftated them at £. 30,000, and ordered that One Third of the Amount 
of them, or £.10,000, fhould be paid by me into the Company’s Treafury, when in Faét the Pro- 
fits of the Three Years did not amount to more than £. 10,000. Upon receiving this Explanation, 
the Directors were fully fatished.-I hope and truft, that this Honourable Houle will not adopt the 
Sentiments of my Accufer; I fhall content myfelf with denying, in the moft public Manner, that 
I had any Connection, directly or indirectly, with Mr. Belli, in his Agency or his Contract, or with 
any other Perfon holding either Agency or Contract during my Government. I never expected 
fo Whe and unworthy an Infinuation from any Quarter, and this is the only Reply I hall ever 
make 0 IC, 


*N ALLOWANCES 
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ALLOWANCES TO SIR JOHN DAY: 


Upon the Reprefentation of Sir John Day (a Gentleman intimately connected with my Political 
pppoe at) to the Governor General and Council, in the Year 1779, of the Impoffibility of his livin 
in Calcutta upon his Salary, the Board, fenfible of the Juftice of the Reprefentation, agreed to add 
2,500 Rupees a Month to it, for Office Charges, ; Houle Rent, &c.; but the Court of Directors 
were pleafed to ofder this Salary to be difcontinued, and their Orders were obeyed. At a fubfequent 
Period, the Board, upon a Reprefentation from Sir John ne fal the peculiar Hardfhip of his Si- 
tuation, did agree to reftore this Allowance to him of 2,500 Rupees a Month, taking an Obligation 
from him for the Repayment of it, if the Court of Directors, on a Second Reprefentation, fhould 
difapprove of its being continued to him» 


SIR EYRE COOTE’S ALLOWANCES. 


I am next charged with having formed an Eftablifhment for Sir Eyre Coote, and for having con- 
tinued it, after Orders were received from the Court of Direétors to difcontinue it. In Reply to 
this Charge, I fhall merely ftate the Facts; if they will not exculpate me, I fhall fubmic with Wil. 
lingnefs to any Cenfure or Punifhment that this Honourable Houfe may think proper to inflict. 

When Sir Eyre Coote arrived in Calcutta, in April 1779, he propofed viliting the different Stations 
of the Army, and he moved at the Board that a Field Eftablifiment fhould be formed for him. The 
Allowances of General Stibbert, the Provincial Commander in Chief, as authorized by the Court of 
Dire€tors, were very confiderable ; his Table Allowance alone was above £. 7,000 a Year; and Sir 
Eyre Coote’s Allowances of every Kind, as ordered by the Court of Direétors, £.6,000 a Year. 
An Eftablifhment was formed for Sir Eyre Coote for Boats, Budgerows, Table Expences, Camp 
Equipage, 8c. when in the Field, calculated, as I firmly believe, fo as not to exceed the additional 
Expences which he incurred by his Abfence from Calcutta ; for it was then only that he was to draw 
thefe additional Allowancés, On his croffing the Carumnaffa, the Allowances were paid by the Nabob 
Vizier. In the Month of September 1780, he returned to Calcutta, and embarked for Madras with 
a powerful Reinforcement, and a large Supply of Treafure, during the Height of the Monfoon, on 
a moft important and hazardous Service. In the Month of April 1781, the Order of the Court of 
Directors arrived, difapproving of the Allowances which we had granted to Sir Eyre Coote, and 
pofitively ordering them to be ftruck off; and they were immediately difcontinued. By what 
Authority Sir Eyre Coote continued to receive this Allowance from the Nabob Vizier I know not, 
but I have a faint Recollection of Mr. Croftes having mentioned the Circumftance to me a 
fhort Time before Sir Eyre was returning to Madras, in the Month of January 1783, and I have 
no Doubt of his having received my Authority to write to Mr. Briftow.—Sir Eyre Coote was then 
on the Point of returning to Madras, with a Confticution worn out in the Public Service by Exer- 
tions almoft beyond Belief. His Life was of the utmoft Importance; I had not a Doubt of his 
Succels again(ft Mr. Buffy, could he have arrived in tolerable Health upon the Coaft.—This was 
not a Time for me to difpute any Point that could add to his Chagrin.—-His Expences were con- 
fiderable—He had Three feparate :ftablifhments; One at Calcutta, One at Madras, and the Third 
in the Field. The Allowance, as | underftood, was voluntarily paid by the Vizier, I could have had 
no private Intereft of my own to gratify at any Period of our Connection, more efpecially at a 
Moment when the whole World knew that Sir Eyre Coote could not live Six Months, having, when 
he returned to Madras, as he truly faid, “ one Foot in the Grave, and the other at the Edge of 
it." This Honourable Houfe is now in Poffeffion of the Tranfaction, and of my Motives for the 


Share which ] had in it. 


CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS. 


fam next charged with an immoderate Increafe of the Civil Eftablifhment in Bengal, My Accufer 
fays, that in 1776, before the Death of Colonel Monfon, the whole Civil Expences did not exceed 
£. 205,339 per Annum; and that in the Jatter Period of my Government, in 1783, they had increafed 
to £927,945 per Annum. This Affertion of my Accufer is evidently unfair and fallacious. ‘The 
actual Increate of Civil Charges in 1783, beyond 1,76, is £.66,226 Sterling, which was occafianed 
by an Increafe of Civil Servants in Bengal, by the Addition of {ome new Offices, and by the increafed 
ae to other Offices of old Eftablifhment. Thofe which my Accuier calls ‘‘ Civil,” in 1783, are 
as follows : 


General Department — —_ — 338,657 
Revenue Department = — — 411,397 
Commercial Department — — 41,019 
Supreme Court of Judicature oe om = 68,042 
Surgeons and Affiftants = os — 78,830 
£. 927,945 

" The 
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The Firft Head inckudes various Charges, which are ftrictly Military ; the Second Head includes all 
the Expences of my Plan of 1780, for the Management of the Revenue arifing from Salt; by which, 
after paying the Expence of 4. 72,807, the Charge of the Salt Office, there remains to the Company 
a Nett Revenue of £. 603,076, and in the Year 1775-6, the Company fuftained a Lofs of £ 1,473 
under the Head of Salt, as appears by a Paper printed by Order of this Honourable Houfe, which 
contains an Account of the Annual Profits arid Lofs arifing from Salt, from 1765-6 to 1783-4: Yet 
the Expence of this Office is One of my Accufer’s Charges!!! The Second Head includes alfo the 
Expence of my Plan of 1781, for the Management of the Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and 
for the Adminiftration of Juftice; a Plan that has been fully approved of by my Conftituents, and, if 
I am rightly informed, it has been mentioned at the Bar of both Houfes of Parliament in Terms of 
warm Approbation, by the learned Counfel who were employed by the Eaft India Company to de- 
fend their Rights and Privileges, in November and December 1783. With Refpect to the Allow- 
ances granted to the Members of the Revenue Committee, and of the Salt Office, they are undoubt- 
edly large; I recorded my Reafons for propofing fuch ample Allowances, and I humbly prefume that 
the complete Succefs of my Plans is a f uftification for my Conduct in propofing them, Mr. David 
Anderfon, the Prefident of the Revenue Committee, a Gentleman whofe Talents and Integrity are 
univerfally acknowledged, was felected by me to perform a temporary Service of the utmoft Im- 
portance, attended with very heavy Perfonal Expences; I mean to negociate and conclude the Ma- 
ratta Peace, for which he has received the Thanks and Approbation of the Company. The Second 
Member, Mr, John Shore, returned with me to Eneland ; he is a Gentleman of very great Abilities, 
and of unimpeached Integrity. The Court of Direétors have fince appointed him to fill the Office of 
a Member of the Supreme Council at Bengal. The other Gentlemen who compofed this Board were 
Men of Knowledge and Integrity, and {elected as peculiarly adapted for the Offices to which I recom- 
mended them. I confidently affert, that under the Management of the Committee of Revenue, the 


Cultivation of the Country has been greatly improved, the Ryots have been protected, and the Re- 
venues have been paid without Severity or Oppreffion. 


roth THE SURGEON GENERAL'S CONTRACT. 


In this Charge my Accufer ftates, that I gave the Surgeon General a Contract for fupplying the 
Hofpitals for Three Years, in Difobedience to the Orders of the Direétors. In Reply to this I affirm, 
that we received repeated Complaints of the improper Mode of tranfaGting this Bufinefs. Upon full 
and mature Confideration, I recommended my Plan in 1777 the Board could not determine upon the 
Propriety or Impropriety of Contingent Bills for Hofpital Charges, Mr, Campbell, our Surgeon 
General, was a Gentleman of acknowledged Probity and Honour, and of exemplary Benevolence. The 
next in Rank, Mr. Williams, who was joined with him in the Contract, has been above Twenty 
Years the Surgeon Major of the Army ; an undoubted Proof that the Advantages in this Branch of 
the Service are very inconfiderable. It had been a conftant Complaint from the Commanding Officers 
of the Corps compofing the Army, that the Emoluments of the Surgeons arofe from the Number of 
Sick in their Hofpitals, and therefore a Reform was neceffary 5 thefe Emoluments were fixed by Lord 
Clive in 4765. I confefs myfelf utterly unable to form any Plan by which the Office of Surgeon and 
Contractor could be feparated without great Injury to the Service, or without adding an additional 
Expence to the Company, or depriving the Head Surgeons of every Means of Subfiftence. I am pre- 


cluded by my Refpect for this Flonourable Houle from going into further Detail upon fuch a 
Subject. 


vith MR, FRASER’S CONTRACT. 


My Accufer in this Charge afferts, that I gave a Contract for repairing the Pools or Banks of the 
Rivers in Burdwan upon improvident Terms. I affirm that the Contract was concluded upon fair and 
reafonable Terms, and that the Court of Direétors have never ftated the {malleft Objection to it; 
thac ic was faithfully and honeftly performed by the Perfon who held it, A Neglect of my earneft 
Recommendations, as to another Contract of a fimilar Nature, has been attended, fince I quitted India, 
with the moft fatal Confequences. I repeatedly and {trongly urged to the Council the Neceffity of 
effecting a complete Repair of the Banks of the Coffimbuzar River, both above and below the City 
of Moorlhedabad, a Repair which, before the Commencement of my Adminiftration, was effected 
by a Mhatoot, or feparate Collection from the neighbouring Diftricts; but the Tax has long been 
abolifhed, and the Expence, during my Government, has been defrayed by the Moorfhedabad Trea- 
fury. I laid my Plan before the Board, and recommended a very intelligent Perfon to carry it into 
Execution. The Board objected to the Expence, and quoted the Orders of the Court of Directors, 
who had difapproved of the former Contract for this Service, I then urged them to form their own 
Plan, if they thought mine an improper or an expenfive one; I implored them to appoint a Perfon 
of their own Choice ta perform the Work, for if fomething was not joon done, very melancholy Con- 
fequences were to be-apprehended, I had not Influence enough to carry my Point in any Way: The 
Principle of Obedience was declared by my Colleagues to be the Wirft Principle of the Service, and 
the laft rainy Scalun the Banks were broken down ; Half the City of Meo thetabad. and a 
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Ifland of Cofimbuzar, have been under Water; many Lives have been loft ; Thoufands of the poorer 
Inhabitants have been reduced to Diftrefs, and she Deduction from the Revenue muft be very conli- 
derable in Confequence of fo melancholy an Event. : 


mth OPHIUM CONTRACT. 


I Am accufed in this Charge of giving the Ophium Contract to Mr. Mackenzie in 1777, and 
to Mr. Sulivanin1781. This Honourable Houfe has ordered a Paper to be printed, by which it 
appears, that from 1765 to 4772, when I fucceeded to the Government of Bengal, Ophium was a 
Monopoly for the Benefit of Individuals, and the Company acquired no Revenue from this Article : 
It has produced to the Company, during my Adminiftration, £.534,009 Sterling ; and it is an im- 
proving Branch of Revenue. IJ did not give the Contraét to Mr. Mackenzie, or to Mr. Griffith, who 

receded himy but I avow having given it to Mr, Sulivan, upon the fame Terms that Mr. Mac- 

enzie held it. 1 affirm alfo, that the Company benefited more by it during Mr. Sulivan’s Manage- 
ment than Mr. Mackenzie’s, JI alfo affirm, that the Provifion of Ophium ever muft be a Mono~ 
poly, and that if itis to be put up to Sale, and granted to the loweft Bidder, the Company will lofe 
the Revenue altogether, by Competition and Adulteration. I find my own Sentiments on this Sub- 
ject, confirmed by the Opinion of one of my Colleagues, Mr. Francis, who obferved, in a Minute on 
the Subject of this Contraét in May 1775, “ that he fhould think it unadvifable to engage on 
** very low Terms with any Contrattor.” I claim the Merit of having created this Revenue to the 
Company, and in One Inftance in the Courfe of my Government a Gentleman, whofe Intereft I had at 
Heart, has undoubtedly benefited by that Contract, which fome Perfon or other muft have held. 
I concurred in giving this Contract to Mr, Mackenzie in 1777 ; but if it could be fuppofed that I had 
been aétuated in my public Conduét by the Motives which my Accufer imputesto me, Mr, Mac- 
kenzie was the laft Man in Bengal whom I fhould have patronized, his Connections in this 
Country and in India having been invariably hoftile to me. He went originally a Cadet to Bombay 
in 1770, and acted as Secretary to the late General Wedderburn ; upon his Death he returned to Eng- 
Jand, and was fent to Bengal with the Rank of a Factor in 1776, by the Influence, as I have always 
underftood, of Lord Loughborough. He was on the moft intimate Terms with my Opponent, Mr. 
Francis ; and it is impoflible for any Man to fuppofe that I could have any Private or Perfonal 
Motives to gratify, when I concurred in granting the Ophium Contraét to a Gentleman whofe Con- 
nections were fo adverfe to me, Ifhould be afhamed to notice fuch trivial Circumftances to this 
Honourable Houfe, if my Accufer had not charged me with attempting to eftablith a corrupt Inte- 
reft in Great Britain, by the Diipofal of the Patronage annexed to my Station in India, 

My Accufer has taken much Pains to prove that I was guilty of Inattention to the Intereft of my 
Conftituents, by loading a quantity of Ophium in Two Ships, for the Purpofe of remitting a confider- 
able Sum on the Company’s Accountto China, I fhall merely obferve upon this Part of the Charge, 
chat in the critical Situation of our Affairs in India, in the Year 1781, when private Merchants were 
precluded from the Purchafe of Ophium, firft by the Scarcity of Specie, and next by the Dangers to 
which Ships were expofed in the Indian Seas, the Queftion to confider was this, whether I fhould 
take the Chance of fending Ophium, to China and the Eaftern Iflands on the Company’s Account, 
in order to furnifh our Supra Cargoes at China with a fupply of Specie, or fuffer the Ophium tg 
remain one Seafon in Calcutta, and rifque the Deterition of the Company’s Ships for One Year ge 
Canton. Mr. Wheler and myfelf, for the Plan was Mr. Wheler’s, determined to make the Expe- 
riment. The Supra Cargoes gave the following Information to the Directors, which my Accufer has 
carefully {upprefled: “* The Object of the Governor General and Council was, to raife a fum of 
‘“* Money to anfwer the Exigencies of the Company’s Affairs in that Part of India, and at the 
** fame Time to afford us a Supply for providing the Cargoes for the prefent Year, Had Ophium 
** not been imported in Portuguefe Ships, and had the Captain obeyed bis Orders, we have not the leaft 
“* Doubt but it might bave fold to confiderable Advantage. The Betty was taken ; had her Voyage been 
“ accomplifhed, we bave great Keafon to imagine, that the Honourable Company would have received con- 
“* fiderable Advantage from it. She fold as much of her Cargo as produced 59,6co Dollars, which 
‘6 was paid into the Honourable Company’s Treafury here.” The Ophium tent to China and the 
Iflands, in 1781, fold for Ninety-three thoufand Three hundred and Forty-five Pounds Sterling, which 
was paid into the Treafury at Canton. The Scheme was a temporary one, and the Necefiity urgent, 
both for raifing a Sum of Money in Bengal, and remitting a confiderable Sum to China. What-my 
Accufer means, by ftating that I was guilty of a Breach of Truft, by monopolizing an Article for 
which there was no Sale, I do not underftand ; had I thrown the Trade open, or relinquifhed the 
Contract for One Year, the Revenue had been loft to the Company for ever. From whence siy:Ac- 
cufer received the Information that Mr. Sulivan fold his Contract to Mr. Benn, or that Mff, Bénn 
afterwards fold it to another Perfon, I know not: If the Faét is fo, the Sale was made without my 
Privity or Confent, nor can it bea Parc of the prefent Queftion. a 

I am accufed of having appointed a Refident to Goa, where the Company never had one before ; 
that the Office was a nominal one, and giventoa Perfon not in the Company’s Service. The Ap- 
pointment was made at a Moment when it appeared to the Board to be d- very neceffury one, in the 
moft critical Moment of the tate War; it was given toa Gentleman who had been ten Years Gover- 
nor of Bombay, and was reduced by unexpected Misfortunes, in the Decline of Life, to return in a 
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private Scation to India. The Court of Dire€tors recommended him to our Notiée; he was ordered 
to be treated with Refpect and Attention, in confequence of the high Station he had Aled. 1 did nor 
create the Office of Refident at Goa for Mr. Crummelin; I never faw him until he arrived in Bengal, 
and had then no Connection with him, butI conceived, at the Time I conferred the Offite upon him, 
that It would be approved of by the Court of Directors. 


MR. AURIOL’S AGENCY, 


Tam next charged with giving to Mr. Auriol, our Secretary, the Agency for the Supply of Rice ad 
Provifions for the Prefidencies of Madras and Bombay, upon very improvident Terms ; I appeal tc4 
Mr. Auriol’s moft excellent explanatory Letter, to my Minutes, and to the Proceedings upon this 
Subject, for my complete Juftification, Mr, Auriol received 15 per Cent. Commiffion for the Firlt 
Year, and 5 per Cent. from that Time; he performed the Service with which I entrufted him with 
uncommon Diligence and Fidelity; his Merits are well known to the Court of Directors, and have 
been acknowledged by them. The Supplies fent from Bengal in the Year 1782, the Firft of Mr. 
Auriol’s Agency, were fo very ample and confiderable, that we reduced the Commiffion from 15, 
which had been the cuftomary Rate allowed for thefe Services, to 5 per Cent. What my Accufer 
means by faying I was guilty of a Deception, I cannot underftand; Mr. Auriol was entitled to re- 
ceive Ready Money for his Purchafes, but from the State of the Treafury in 1783, we had it not in 
our Power to difcharge his Bills as they became due: Treafury Orders were given to him, and, in 
common with other Orders of a fimilar Nature, they bore an Intereft of 8 per Cent. until difcharged 5 
which was in Faét a confiderable iofs to Mr. Auriol, as he was compelled to pay ro and 12 per Cent. 
for the Money he borrowed to complete his Purchafes, while he received an Intereft of 8 per Cent. 
only for Sums due to him from the Company. In fact, what my Accufer has ftated as an Advan- 
tage to Mr. Auriol, and a Deception on my Part, was a very great Lofs to him, and a confiderable 
Drawback from the Profits of his Agency. Before this Honourable Houle fhall adopt the Sentiments 
of my Accufer, J am well convinced they will confider the critical Period at which I adcpted the 
Meafure complained of, the prodigious Supplies that were fent, and the unexampled Efforts that 
were made to avert the Miferies of the Famine which raged with Violence at Madras, and un the 
Coaft of Coromandel, 

I muft however allow, that the Civil Expences during the latter Period of my Government were in- 
creafed, but toa very inconfiderable Degree indeed, when compared to the Enormity of the Sum at 
which my Accufer has erroneoufly ftated the Increafe. I affirm the Increafe in the Civil Eftablifhment 
to have been £. 65,226 only, and my Accufer has ftated it at more than £. 700,000, by including Civil, 
Military, Commercial, and Revenue Departments under one Head, If the Honourable Houfe thall 
adopt this Charge, I am fully prepared to prove my Affertion. For the prefent I fhall obferve, that 
by an Account upon the Table of this Honourable Houfe, it appears that in the Year 1771-2, the 
Revenues of Bengal, after paying all Expences of Collection to European and Native Servants, 


were on ~ _ —_ wm 2,126,766 
That in 1784-5, after paying all Expences of all the Eftablifhments of the Re- 
venue and the Adminiftration of Juftice, they were — — 


m= 2,072,963 


ieee cee tar 


53,803 





So that with every Addition of Expence in the Revenue Branch, where the Allowances certainly were very 
confiderable in order to preclude ever Temptation to unfair Emoluments, the Nett Revenue of 1774-2 
exceeded that of 1784-5 in the Sum of £. 53,803 ofily, notwith{tanding the prodigious Supplies fur- 
nifhed by Bengal during the War. But there remains to be added to the latter Period Two Branches 


of Revenue, one of which ‘did not exift in 1771-2, and the other has been very greatly inceafed, In 
1771-2 the Company had no Advantage from Ophium. 


In 1783-4 the Nett Revenue amounted to me — 78,300 
In 1771-2 Salt produced — —_ — 61,663 
In 1783-4 ~ mae ome w= 603,076 
a, 542,613 
Excefs in 1783-4 won mn m= 642,612 £. 620,91 
Dedu& Excefs of Revenue in 1771-2 —e aes bios 
Remains = mm £. 567,110 





From this Statement it appears, that during my Government, after defraying the Revenue Ex- 


said of every Denomination, there was an actual Increafe of £. 567,110 in the Refources of 
ngal alone. 


Yet ] will not affirm that the Charge is abfolutely groundlefs, there never yet was a Syftem of 
Rvblic €iconomy, in which it could not in a Degree applye The Eloquence of my Accufer has 
O 
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been often employed, as I have been informed, in expofing the enormous Contracts which were 
concluded, and the unprofitable Loans which were made, during the late calamitous War, by an 
unfortunate Minifter; with what Juftice it would ill become me to determine. I am ready to allow, 
that fome of our Offices in Bengal were over paid; nor were the Emoluments allotted to all exaétly 
proportioned to their Importance, or the Ability required for difcharging them. Men were not 
invariably appointed to Offices to which they were fuited, or beft fuited, by their Talents, Expe- 
rience, and Integrity; it is impoffible chat they fhould, when the Power of Patronage is in many 
Hands, and eftablifhed under the Influence of Perfonal Favour, or of fuperior Patronage. The 
Wifdom of the Legiflature has now applied a Remedy for Evils which exifted in the Governments 
in India, during the Period that I was at the Head of the Adminiftration in Bengal, 
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tial 


Anfwer to the Eighth Charge, 





RECEIPTS and PRESENTS. 


B EFORE I entet on my Defence againft this Article of Charge, I muft premife that fome Parts 

of it relate to Tranfactions which pafftd Fourteen Years ago; and what is very remarkable, 
Tranfactions, which at that Period received the entire Approbation of my Employers, are mow con- 
verted into Aéts of Criminality, I therefore lay my Claim to plead the Sanction of the Court of 
Directors, for a full Acquittal of my Condué in every Inftance where I can produce it; and thia 
Honourable Houfe mutt fee the Juftice and Neceffity of this Claim, for if it be not admitted, there 
never can be ari End to the Controverfy, and they muft for ever be teazed with a Repetition of the 
Volumes which have been already written on this exhaufted Subject. 

In this Article my Accufer charges me with * the Receipt of large Sums of Money corruptly 
* taken before the Promulgation of the Regulating Act of 1773, contrary to my Covenants with the 
“© Company, and with the Receipt of very large Sums taken fince, in Defiance of that Law, and 
* contrary to my declared Senfe of its Provifions,* And he ufhers in this Charge in the following 
pompous Diction:— That in March 1775 the late Rajah Nundcomar, a native Hindoo of the 
‘« higheft Caft in his Religion, and of the higheft Rank in Society, by the Offices which he had held 
© under the Country Government, did lay before the Council an Account of various Sums of 
& Money, &c.” It would naturally ftrike every Perfon, ignorant of the Character of Nundcomar, 
that an Accufation made by a Perfon of the higheft Caft in his Religion, and of the highefl Rank by 
his Offices, demanded particular Notice, and acquired a confiderable Degree of Credit from a pre- 
valent Affociation of Ideas; that a nice Senfe of Honour is connected with an elevated Rank of 
Life: But when this Honourable Houfe is informed, that my Accufer knew (though he fuppreffed 
the Facts) that this Perfon of high Rank, and high Caft, had forfeited every Pretenfion to Honour, 
Veracity, and Credit; that there are Faéts recorded on the very Proceedings which my Acculer partially 
quotes, proving this Man to have been guilty of a moft flagrant Forgery of Letters from Munny 
Begum, and the Nabob Yetram-ul-Dowlah (independent of the Forgery for which he fuffered Death) 
of the moft deliberate Treachery to the State, for which he was confined, by the Orders of the Court 
of Directors, to the Limits of the Town of Calcutta, in order to prevent his dangerous Intrigues ; 
and of having violated every Principle of common Honefty in private Life; I fay, when this Hon- 
ourable Houle is acquainted it is from mutilated and garbled Affertions, founded on the Teftimony 
of fuch an Evidence, without the whole Matter being fairly ftated, I do hope and truft it will be fufh- 
cient for them to reject now thefe vague and unfupported Charges, in like Manner as they were defore 
rejected by the Court of Directors, and His Majefty’s Minifters, when they were fir? made by General 
Clavering, Colonel Monion, and Mr. Francis, 

I mutt here interrupt the Courfe of my Defence, to explain on what Grounds I employed, or had 
any Connection with a Man of fo flagitious a Character as Nundcomar. This hard and odious Tafk 
was impofed upon me by the Court of Directors, It was their Orders that he fhould be employed. 
Thefe Orders too were private and particular to myfelf, fo that a rigid Obedience to the Will of my 
Superiors, and a ftritt Performance of One of the fevereft Duties which could be required of me, 
fubjected me for a Time, not only to the Obloquy of my Colleagues, but alfo to the Reproach of 
all Orders and Defcription of Men in the Settlements, and at the fame Time forced me to Commu- 
nications with a Man, who knew that I both defpifed and detefted him, and who, from thefe Mo- 
tives, | foretold would one Day prove the Enemy he fince proved himfelf. My Opinion of this Man 
has never varied, and it has been uniformly given at vatious Times on the Records of the Company, 
The Court of Directors too, when they directed me to employ him in the Inveftigation of Mahom- 
ted Reza Cawn’s Adminiftration, were aware of the Difficulties they laid me under, and of the 
Danger of having fuch an Agent; but being “ fatisfied that 1 was too well apprized of the Subtlety 
* and Difpofition of Nundcomar to yield him any Truft or Authority which might prove detrimen- 
“* tal to their Intereft, and relying on my Wifdom and Caution, they directed me to make ute of 
«‘ his Intelligence to detect the Mal-Adminiftration of Mahomed Reza Cawn, whofe Power had 
«¢ been the Object of Nundcomar’s Envy, and whofe Office the Aim of his Ambition.” In this 
Situation of Nundcomar’s apparent Confidence with me, the Majority of the Supreme Council, in 
the Year 1775, thought him a fic Agent to deftroy my Reputation, and eradicate my Authority, 
conclyding that he had been trufted by me, and knowing that if he were, he would betray me. 
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Under thefe Impreffions General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, feleéted him for that 
Purpofe, and here the Scene opens which the prefent Article exhibits, and which | fhall now proceed 
to anfwer, 

It is in vain that I have defended myfelf againft fome of thefe Charges, fince they are renewed 
again and again; and all my formet Explanations, which at the Time Jatisfied both my Employers 
and the Minifters of Govetisment, are forgotten, and configned to Oblivion, However, fince the 
Accufation is revived, I muft repeat my Defence, and appeal to my former Vindication. My Accufcr 
ftates, that, ‘* inftead of offering any Thing in my Defence, I declared I would not fuffer Nund- 
‘‘ comar to appear before the Board;” but he withholds every material Part of my Objections, and 
quotes only a fingle Line, which he marks in Italics, out of a Page of Reafons that I gave for 
objecting to the Proceedings of the Council at that Time, and which are as follow, 

‘© A combined and declared Majority have ftood forth as my Accufers, I appeal, forthe Truth 
¢ of this Affertion, to the whole Tenor of their Conduct fince their Arrival in this Country, and to 
¢ the undoubted Evidences which appear on the public Records of the laft Fifteen Days Conful- 
© tations, that thefe Gentlemen are thensfelves Parties, if not the Principals, as in my Heart I be- 
‘ lieve them to be, and fuch the World efteems them, and the Ranny of Burdwan, and Rajah 
‘ Nundcomar, little more than Inftruments and oftenfible Agents, in the Accufations preferred by 
‘«¢ them againft me. 

“ As little do I judge it confiftent with my own Honour, or your Intereft, to fuffer the Firft 
“© Member of this State to be Perfonally arraigned at the Council Board, and expofed to the In- 
“ folence and Caluninies of a Mifcreant like Nundcomar. Had the Majority been difpofed to accept 
“S my Propofition of appointing a Committee for profecuting their Enquiries, either into thefe or the 
* Ranny’s Allegations, they might have obtained the fame Knowledge, and all the Satisfaftion, in this Vay, 
“© shat they could have expected from an Inquifstion taken by the Board at large; their Proceedings 
“© would have had the Appearance at leaft of Regularity, and my Credit would have been lefs af- 
* fected by them. The only Point which they could pofibly gain by bringing fuch a Subject before the 
“ Board, was to gain @ public Triumph over me, and to expofe my Place and Perfon to Infult. 

‘© Although I have declined entering, at this Time and Place, into a Refutation of the Accufa- 
«tions which have been preferred againft me, in the Names of Nundcomar and the Ranny of 
‘© Burdwan, yet I do not think it proper to pafs them wholly unnoticed. 

‘© You are well informed of the Reafons which firft induced me to give any Share of my Con- 
«© fidence to Nundcomar, with whofe Character 1 was acquainted by an Experience of many Years. 
«© The Means which he himfelf took to acquire it were peculiar to himfelf. He fent a Meffenger to me 
“© at Madras, on the firft News of my Appointment to this Prefidency, with pretended Letters from Munny 
“ Begum, and the Nabob Yetram ul Dowlab, the Brother of the Nabob Jaffer Aly Khan, filled with 
“ bitter Invectives againft Mahommed Reza Khan, and of as warm Recommendations, as I recollect, of 
“© Nundcomar. Ihave been fince informed, by the Begum, that the Letter, which bore her Seal, was @ 
<< complete Forgery, and that foe was totally unacquainted with the Ufe which bad been made of ber 
“© Name, sill 1 informed her of it. Fuggut Chund, Nundcomar’s Son-in-Law, was fent to ber exprefsly 
‘© 40 entreat ber not to divulge it, Mr. Middleton, whom fhe confulted on the Occafon, can atteft Ne 
“ Truth of this Story, Ihave not yet had the Curiofity to enquire of the Nabob Yetram ul Dow- 
«© Jah whether his Letter was of the fame Stamp, but I cannot doubt ic. 

ss The Promife which he fays I made him, that he fhould be conftituted Aumeen (that is, Inqui- 
‘© fitor General over the whole Country) and that J would delegate the whole Power and Influence 
to him, is fomething more than a negative Falfehood. He did Once or Twice intimate to mea 
With of the Kind, but with fo little Succefs that for a While he wholly dropt it. On Mr. Reed’s 
« Return from the Coalt, where he had been on Leave of Abfence, Nundcomar made his Appli- 
cation to him for the fame Employment, hoping, through his Influence, to obtain it. Mr. Reed, 
‘ deceived by his Suggeftions, brought the Propofition before the Board, and fupported it with 
ss Warmth, and it was rejected. The Mannerin which this Matter had been introduced contains 
‘ ftriking Proofs of the incendiary Character of the Man; and the Proceedings will fhew the 
«© Grounds on which the Propofition was rejected.” : 

It is further alledged, “* that the Evidence of this Man, Nundcomar, not having been encountered 
«© at the Time when it might and ought to have been, remains juftly in force againft me, and is not 
“¢ abated by the Capital Punifhment of the faid Nundcomar, but rather confirmed by the Time and 
“© Circumftances in which the Accufer fuffered Death.” This Reafoning is inconfequent and mali- 
cious. Inthe Firft Place the Evidence of this Man was encauntered by the Propofition I made at the 
Time to the Majority, of appeinting a Committee for profecuting an Enquiry into bis Allegations, Se- 
condly, thefe Allegations were committed to the Hands of the Company's Solicitor, for the Purpofe of 
commencing a Suit againft me where I muft have encountered them, had they been thought fuffi- 
ciently authentic to have maintained an Aétion ; and, laftly, I voluntarily offered to the Court of Di- 
retors, in my Addrefs before mentioned, to fubmit all my Tranfactions, of what Nature foever, to 
their Juftice, in any Way or Form they fhould prefcribe. But to this Hour they never have thought 
fuch Accufations, from fuch a Wretch, worthy their Notice, and the Attorney General told them, 
in his Opinion, ** Nundcomar’s Information goes for nothing.” 

To the malicious Parts of this Charge, which is the Condemnation of Nundcomar for a Forgery, 
I do declare, in the moft folemn and unreferved Manner, that I had no Concern, either directly or 
indirectly, in the apprehending, profecuting, or Execution of Nundcomar. He fuffered for a te 
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of Forgery, which he had committed in a private Trult chat was delegated to him, and for which hé 
bad been profecuted in the Dewanny Coutts of the Country before the Inftitution of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature. To adduce this Circumbaace therefore as a Confirmation of what was before 
fafpicious from his general Depravity of Character, is puft as reafenable as to affert, that the Accufa. 
tions of Epfom and Dudley were confirtned, becaule usey fuffered Death for their attrocieus Acts, 

It is alledged that * the Account laid by Nundcomar before the Council is ftated with a minute 
“6 Particularity and Precifion; che Date of each Payment {pecified the various Coins in which it waa 
“« paid, and the diferent Perfons through whofe Hands the Money paffed ;” aad it is argued, * that 
« sf no Advantage be taken of fuch Particularity im the Charge, to devect the Falfehood thereof, and 
“ no Defence whatever made, a Prefurpption yultly arifes in Favour of the Truth of fuch a Charge.” 
In the Apprehenfion of every candid Perion, the Prefumption mult be exadtly the Reverfe, for if 
there were all thofe minute Particulars to refer to, and fo many Perfons to authenticate them, what 
prevented my Enemies, the Majority of the Board, armed as they were with full Power, from prov- 
mg Facts fo eafily to be eftablifhed? And how can this Argument, of there being different Perfons 
concerned, be reconciled to that of faying, the Death of a fingle Perfon prevented all Proof; or that 
I, without any InBuence, ftopped the Courfe of their Proceedings, when is is further afferted in the 
fame Charge, and almoft in the fame Breath, that “ the Majority of the Board continued to fit and 
* examine Witnefes,” and when it is evident they might have carried on the Bufineis of their Inqui- 
fition as fully and effectually withaut my Prefence as with it? To fuch Contradittions are added bold 
Affertions in Violation of all Truth; and in order to fupport a fallacious Principle of the Accufer’s 
own ftating, the Charge afferts it is not true, as 1 have faid, ‘* that it was repugnant to the Manners 
“either of the Muffulman or Flindoo to take an Oath,” Now it is not poffible for me to have 
made an Affertion more true, or more generally acknowledged, than that i# is repugnant to che 
Manners both of Muffulmen and Hindoos to take an Oath, It has been proved by an Appeal that 
was made toeminent Perfons of both Religions: It may be proved by a Number of Witneffes now 
in England, who know any Thing of the Cuftoms of the Natives; and I therefore repeat the Affer- 
tion, and retort the Untruth on my Accufer, 

With regard to the Appointment of Munny Begum to the Office for which it is alledged the was 
unqualified, and incapable of difcharging its Duties, I fhall only obferve that it is One of the Inftances 
wherein I fhall avail myfelf for my Defence of the entire Approbation of the Court of Directors, ta 
whom the whole Particulars were minutely detailed, and by whom they were highly approved, 

The next Perfon who is produced is Kan Jehan Khan; and I muft again refer to the Proceedings 
of that Time for a full Account of this Meafure. The fimple Fact is, that an obfcure Individual, 
a Native of Bengal, prefented a Petition to the Supreme Council on the goth March 17765, fetting 
forth that the Fougedar of Houghley, Khan Jehan Khan (a Man of high Rank and Office) was 
allowed 72,000 Rupees a Year, 40,000 of which he had paid to me and my Banyan, and that he 
would do the Duty himfelf for 32,000, by which the Company would fave 40,000 Rupees a Year. 
So extraordinary a Petition as this, in which a low and obfcure Individual defires a Poft of high 
Truft and great Importance, on the novel Plea of obtaining 32,000 Rupees a Year for himfelf, who 
had never been in any Office of a Tythe of the Value, was, I believe, never prefented to a Public 
Body. However, he had accufed me, and that was fufficient for the Majority to fummon him be- 
fore them. He was afked by them, who he was, and in what Condition of Life? The Man replied, 
“ In no Employment now; I was a Farmer of Tumlook,” Two Evidences were then called, who 
dire@tly contradiéted each other, Notwithftanding this, the Majority declared their Belief of the 
Charge; Khan Jehan Khan is next called upon; and becaufe he declined to take an Oath, pleading 
that it was repugnant to the Manners of his Country, and in this Inftance to every Idea of Juttice in 
any Country, he is difmiffed from his Office for contempt of Authority. Soon after the Death of Colo- 
ne] Monfon he was rettored to his Office: and all Queftions being carried by my Calting Vote (fays 
the Charge) and that Reitoration net having been preceded, accompanied, or followed, by any Ex- 
planation or Defence whatfoever, or even by a Denial of the fpecific Charge of Collufion with the 
faid Khan Jehan Khan, the Truth of the faid Charge is confirmed, 

To this Article I have only to reply, that the Charge carried Falfity on the very Face of it, from 
the Contradiction of the Wieneffes who introduced it: 1 folemnly declare, that as far as relates to 
myfelf, it is wholly falfe and groundlefs; and I believe ic to be falfe as it relates to my Banyan; but 
as I thought Khan Jehan Khan had been difmiffed without any Crime, it was but juft to give my Vote 
for his Reftoration. 

Much Strefs is taid upon a Declaration repeatedly made by me in my Lettets, * that it was my 
© fixed Determination, moft fully and liberally to explain every Circumftance on the Points on 
“© which I have been arraigned, not doubting both to convey the cleareft Conviction of my own 
“ Integrity, and ofthe Purity of my Motives for declining a prefent Defence of it.” 

In my Addrefs to the Court of Directors of the 25th March 1775, I informed them, ** That the 
** Allegations of Rajah Nundcomar have been committed to the Hands of your Attorney, for the 
** Purpofe of commencing a Suit at Law againft me, in the Name of the Company, for the Recovery 
st of Sums faid to have been received by me from Munny Begum, in the Year 1772: I referve my 
“ Defence for the fame Channel, not choofing to give my Adverfaries an Advantage, by anticipating 
“ it, nor to befpeak your premature Judgment on a Caufe thus depending.” When thefe Allega- 
tions were tranfmitted to the Court of Directors, they in like Manner referred them to the great Law 
Officers for their Opinions, which I beg Leave to quote. 

# 
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Mr. Attorney General, . 

““ Munny Begum was certainly a Perfon within the Defcription of the Deed of February 1775 5 
but the Cafe feems to afcribe the 150,000 Rupees in Queftion co Entertainment afforded the Gover- 
nor in his Progrefs, according to fome eftablifhed Ufage , nay, it feems to {uppofe that his Expences, 
if they had not been defrayed according to the Ufage, would have been paid by the Company, but 
were not. | 

‘© The Evidence as here ftated is {till more defective ; if the Appendix is adopted by the Directors, 
and meant to make a Part of the Cafe, it throws Difcredit i all the Information fo colleged. Nund- 
comar’s Information goes for nothing. If he were otherwife credible, this makes but one Article 
among others which feem to be difoelieved. Upon the Whole, I fee no Evidence fufficient in my Judg- 
ment Co maintain an Action.” 


Mr. Serjeant Adair, 

“ J have confidered this Cafe, and confidered the Evidence as attentively as the Time will 
admit. 

“ With refpect to the Evidence, the Matter is by no Means clear. The Charge feems to be con- 
fined to the Lack and Half of Rupees for the Governor’s Entertainment at Moorthedabad, I think 
there may be fome Doubt whether, if the Faét refpecting the Sum given for Entertainment was fully 
eftablifhed, it would amount to fuch a clear and direét Breach of the Covenant as would entitle 
the Company to recover. 

« At all Events, I cannot think it advifeable for the Company to commence a Suit againft Mr. 
Haftings upon fuch Evidence as ftated in this Cafe, e/pecially under the Circumftances, and in the Manner 
it appears to have been obtained,” 


Mr. Dunning, 

It appears to me difficult to reconcile the Evidence ftated, and impoffible to judge of the Credit 
due to any Part of it, without fuller Information; particularly as to the Manner in which itis fuggefted to 
have been procured. 


Mr. Smith, the Company’s Solicitor’s Opinion. 

“© Upon the Whole of this Evidence, I cannot bring myfelf to think that there is fufficient Ground 
for the Company to commence a Suit againft Mr. Haftings, for Recovery of thofe Sums to which 
my Obfervations are confined; I mean all Sums ftated, except the Lack and Half upon which the 
Opinion of Council has been taken, The Proof is exceedingly confufed; but, when I confider the 
Eagerne/s the Majority of the Council have foewn to eftablif thefe Charges, the extraordinary Meafures 
they purfued; the very eafy Method of proving the Facts, if true, the very flender Proof (if any) that 
is given; the Obfervation arifing upon the Face of the Proof; and the flat Contradiction of Munny 
Begum; thefe various Circumftances in my Mind amount almoft to an abfolute Conviction, that 
the Story cannot be true, If the Fact had been true, the Perfons mentioned by Nundcomar as 
thofe through whofe Hands the Four Firft Articles were paid, might have been examined, and they 
muft have proved the Facts; but it does not appear that any One of them was called upon, although 
moft of them were refident at Calcutta, This Proof would have been eafy and certain. As to Nund» 
comar, if his bad Character was not too well eftablifhed not to deferve Credit, he Manner in which 
be tells the Story would deftroy bis Credit.” 


Now when the Court of Directors, inftead of afking any Explanation from sme on any of thefe Alle- 
gations, referred them to a Courle of Law; when the Lawyers to whom they were referred not only 
thought them too vague and infufficient to maintain an Action, but even condemned the Facts on the 
Informer’s own Statement of them; when the Charaéters of my Accufers themfelves fuffered fro 
their intemperate Conduct, and the notorious Infamy of the Agents they employed to deftroy gi 
Reputation ; and when, after every Effort of Miniftry and the Directors to criminate me, | was ac~ 
quitted of thefe unfounded Charges, and repeatedly re-appointed to my Station of Governor Gene- 
ral: After all thefe Circumftances, is it any Crime in me not to have explained, what to the prefent 
Moment I have never been called upon to explain? 

I now come to that Part of the Charge, in which I am accufed of having at different Times, fince 
the Promulgation of the Act of 1773, received various other Sums, contrary to the exprefs Prohibition 
of the faid AG, and to my own declared Senfe of the evident Intent and Obligation of it. 

I hope this Honourable Houfe will not think ir neceffary for me to anfwer all the irrelevant Matter 
in this or any other Charge; but chat they will think I exculpate myfelf fufficiently from any Offence 
to the Law they have enacted, if I prove chat the Sums I have acknowledged, and am-here charged 
with having received, were not taken, according to my Judgment, in Violation of the Ordinances of 
that Law, but under Circumftances which, in my own Opinion, fully juftified me. I make this previous 
Remark, becaufe 1 find in this Charge much Cavil, and a great deal of Criticifm on the Expreffions 
of my feveral Letters to the Court of Directors on thcfe Subjects. For Inftance: It is argued that I 
had not alienated the Sums depofited in my Name, although I have exprefsly faid I had endorfed the 
Bonds, or in other Words, that I declared them not to be my Property. There are Diltinétions of Come 
mon Law in Matters of private Property, which 1 hope, it will not be expected I fhould combat; and 
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therefore I thall proceed to reply to thé. general Principles of the Ad, trufting to the Liberalicy of 
this Honourable Houte, to acquitme if they fee no corrupt Motive ih my Aétions. 

I beg it may be obferved, that the Firft of thefe Prefents was received in the Year 1780, at a 
Time when, as I have truly faid to the Directors, ‘ the Exigencies of the Gdvernment were my own, 
‘sand every Preffure upon it refted with its full Weight upon my Mind: Wherever I could find 
‘¢ allowable Means of relieving them, I eagerly feized them.” It was in this Year, and at one of 
thefe diftrefsful Periods I allude to, that I formed the Plan for drawing Mhadajee Scindia from Guz- 
zerat to the Defence of his own Dominions, in Hopes of Jaying the Foundation of that Peace with 
the Marattas, to which this Meafure did afterwards 1o greatly contribute. This Plan was oppofed by 
Mr. Francis, then a Member of the Council, on the Plea, amongft others of little Importance, of the 
additional Expence we fhould incur by its Adoption. About this Time, Buxey Sadanund, the con- 
fidential Servant of Cheyt Sing, had been deputed to me in Calcutta by his Mafter, to acknowledge 
his former Il] Conduct, and to affure me of his implicit Obedience and Submiffion in future: He was 
alfo entrufted by his Mafter, to endeavour to procure a Remiffion of the Payment of the Annual 
Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees, which the Board had fixed as his Proportion of the Expences of the 
War.—=l peremptorily refufed his Requeft, but affured him, that on the Reftoration of Peace, this ad- 
ditional Subfidy thould ceafe ; and that this was all he muft expect—Sadanund wrote to his Mafter, 
and received a Commiffion from him, to give me the ftrongeft Affurances of his future Obedience, and 
Submiffion to the Orders of Government ; and he was further directed to requeft my Acceptance of 
Two Lacks of Rupees as a Prefent to myfelf. My Reply was, that I cordially received his Submif- 
fion and Affurances of Obedience, but that I muft abfolutely refufe his Prefent, which } did. 

Having been difappoin.ed in the Execution of my Plan for attacking Scindia’s Dominions, which 
I deemed, and which proved to be of the moft material Confequence, and being thwarted in it by my 
Colleagues on the Plea of Expence, which was the only material Objc€tion made to it, I determined to 
accept of the Offer which I before retufed ; and on my Return from the Council, the Day I believe 
that my Plan was rejected, I fent to Sadanund, and told him I had re-confidered his Mafter’s Offer, and 
would accept the Two Lacks of Rupees, which I defired him to pay to the Sub.treafurer, Mr. Croftes, 
meaning to apply this Money to defray the Expence of the Expedition againft Scindia, and thereby 
hoping to obviate the only Objection which had been made to this important Undertaking. Un- 
fortunately I did not fucceed in obtaining the Confent of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, and wag 
therefore concerned at having accepted this Sum from Sadanund, fince the only Ufe to which I meant 
to appropriate it was fruitrated , and I expreffed my Véxation to Mr. Markham, my Secretary, 
as he (who fortunately for me is now in England) can atteft. Upon mature Reflection, I determined 
neither to inform the Council of the Tranfaction, nor to return the Money to Sadanund, having 
once confented to accept it; I therefore fuffered it to remain in the Company’s Cath, as a Depofit 
for their Ufe, and by the next Difpatch to Europe I informed the Court of Diretors of the Tranfac- 
tion, though I did not ftate to them from whom I received the Money—a Neglect which I fhould 
have ftudioufly avoided, could 1 have forefeen the Confequences of it. 1 thought at the Time that 
I did all that was neceffary, by declaring that it was not my own, and that I neither could nor would bave 
received it, but for their Ufe. ' 

After this Explanation I hope this Honourable Houfe will acquit me of any corrupt Motive, or 
any View of private Advantage, in the Manner of accepting this Offer. 

The reft of the Sums which are entered in the public Treafury Accounts, either as Money lent on 
Bond, or placed on Depofit, were taken, as I have already faid, in the Time of the moft preffing 
Neceffity, in order to relieve the Exigencies of the State, which | felt fo forcibly, that, attentive only 
to provide for them, 1 did not reflect on an Interpretation which might be put on my Actions 
fo totally foreign to the Purity of their Motives. 1 cannot better prove this Purity of Intention to 
the Satisfaction of the Honourable Houfe, than by fhewing that every Step I took in this Bufinefs 
led to a public Application of the Money; and to put it out of my own Power to benefit by the 
Acceptance of it. . 

I have already fully explained the Tranfaction of the Two Lacks of Rupees given by Sadanund ; 
the Sum of 406,000 R', for which Bonds were given, was paid direétly into the Company’s Treafury 
for their Ufe, and never paffed through my Hands, and in a few Months after the Receipt of ir, 
when I was about to leave the Prefidency to proceed up the Country on a Service liable to Perfonal 
Danger, I endorfed the Bonds payable to the Company, and left them in the Hands of Mr, Larkins, 
our Accountant General, with exprefs Dire¢tions to deliver them up. I hope I need not detain this 
Honourable Houfe by obviating the Cavil that an Indorfement on a Bond is not good in Common 
Law, though it is in Equity. I flatter myfelf it will be evident that I had no corrupt Motive in 
taking this Money; that it was bona fide for the Company’s Use, that they and not I had the 
Benefit of it; and that the Alienation of my Right, by the Indorfement, was in Fact as effectual as a 
formal Transfer. ; 

Jwo other Sums, of 232,000 Rupees, and of 58,000 Rupees ,were paid into the Treafury, as 
received from me on Account of Durbar Charges; which is a regular Official Account, as much 
under the Infpeétion of the Supreme Council as all the other public Accounts, and confequently no 
Concealment could have been made or intended, and they hereby became immediately as much the 


Property of the Company as if they had been a regular Revenue. 
The 
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The laft Part of the Charge ftates, That in my Letter to the Court of Directors of the arft of 
February 1784, I have confeffed to have received another Sum of Money, the Amount of which is 
hot declared, but which, from the Application of it, could not be lefs than Thirty-four shoufand 
Pounds Sterling, &c.—In the Year 1783, when I was actually in Want of a Sum of Money for my 
private Expences, owing tothe Company not having at that Time fufficient Cath in their Treafury to 
pay my Salary, I borrowed Three Lacks of Rupees of Rajah Nobkiffen, an Inhabicant of Calcueta, 
whom I defired to call upon me with a Bond properly filled up; he did fo, but at the Time | was 
going to execute it, he entreated 1 would rather accept the Money than execute the Bond. - J neither 
accepted the Offer nor refufed it, and my Determination upon it remained fofpended between the 
Alternative of keeping the Money as a Loan to be repaid, and of taking it, and applying it, as I had 
done other Sums, to the Company’s Ufe; and there the Matter refted till 1 undertook my Journey 
to Lucknow, when J determined to accept the Money for the Company’s Ufe; and thete were my 
Motives:—-Having made Difburfements from my own Cafh for Services which, though required to 
enable me to execute the Duties of my Station, I had hitherto omitted to enter into my public 
Accounts, I refolved to reimburfe myfelf ina Mode moft fuitabte to the Situation of the Company’s 
Affairs, by charging thefe Difburfements in my Durbar Accounts of the prefent Year, and crediting 
them by a Sum privately received, which was this of Nobkiffen’s. If my Claims upon the Company 
were not founded in Juftice, and bona fide due, my Acceptance of Three Lacks of Rupees from 
Nobkiffen by no Means precludes them from recovering that Sum from me. No Member of this 
Honourable Houfe fufpects me, I hope, of the Meannelfs and Guilt of prefenting falfe Accounts— 
I have never benefited by contingent Charges, or by retaining the Money of the Public in my own 
Poffeffion, for my private Emolument. 

I have purpolely refrained from any Remarks or Obfervations on fome unfair Deduétions and 
unjuft Inferences in the Reafoning of this Charge, as well as on fome Affertions which are 
not true, in order to avoid breaking in upon the Narrative of thefe Tranfactions: But I mut 
now take Leave to obferve to this Honourable Houle, that the Infinuations which are made 
againft me for not communicating thefe Circumftances ‘* till I was apprized of the Enquiries 
** made in the Houfe of Commons, and when a Dread of the Confequences of thefe Ene 
“ quiries might act upon my Mind,” are equally injurious and groundlefs, My Firft Communication 
to the Court of Directors was dated the 29th November 1780, when no Enquiry had commenced, 
When I wrote my Letter to the Directors, in May 1782, I could not poffibly have known of the Charge 
of Miniftry in the preceding March, which is another Confequence alluded to.—But my Accufer fays, 
this Letter was not difpatched till the 16th December 1782, and it might have been fent fooner.— 
To this I reply, that when I wrote this Letter, in May, the Lively was expected to be difpatched every 
Day ; that inthe Courfe of Human Events it was probable fhe would arrive in England before any 
other Ship; that her Detention was neither to be forefeen nor prevented ;—and, laftly, a Gentleman of 
approved good Character, high in Station and Reputation, makes Oath, that the Letrer was made up 
and fealed for the Lively’s Packet, and remained clofed till the 16th of December, when it was opened 
for the exprefs and fole Purpofe of enclofing his Affidavit.—The Affertion, * that it does not any 
«« where appear I have furrendered the faid Bonds as I ought to have done,” is nottrue. They have 
been all furrendered, as will appear by the Papers now before this Honourable Houfe. ' 

I have nothing more to add to this Reply, than that it will be found, on a Reference to the Adt of 
1773, which I am accufed of violating that the Prohibition of receiving Money is there ftrictly con- 
fined to the Perfons not receiving it for his Ufe, or on his Behalf; and to affure this Honourable 
Houle, in the moft folemn Manner, that I never meant nor intended the Money fo taken by me for 
any other Ufe than that of the State, which was, at the Time of its being taken, in fuch imminent Dane 
ger and Diftrefs, that every little Aid of this Kind became an Object of National Confequence. I 
hope this Honourable Houfe will do me the Juftice to believe, that a pure Principle of Zeal alone aétu~ 
ated my Conduct ; but if I fhould not, which I am unwilling to fuppofe for a Moment, poffefs their 
good Opinion, let me appeal to their Underftanding, and afk them, whether it is confiflent with Come 
mon Senfe, that a Perfon who meant to take Money corruptly for his private Ufe would fele& 
for his Agents the Company’s Public Officers, Men of eftablifhed Characters, or endorfe Bonds over 
to the Company which he meant for himfelf, or pay the Sums which he meant to appropriate to his 
own Ufe into the Company’s Public Treafury ? 

The Sum which I accepted for the Company’s Ule from the Nabob Vizier Afoph ul Dowlah 
(above Ten Lacks of Rupees) is fo clearly ftated, that J am only accountable, in the Opinion of my 
Accufer, for having received it at all, and for prefuming to afk the Court of Direétors to allow me 
to receive it from their Bounty, on Account of the Infufficiency of my own Fortune.—The Money 

accepted for the Company, and I applied it faithfully to their Service— I had no corrupt Intereft 
with the Court of Directors, 1 never {ought to obtain a corrupt Intereft with them, but have always 
been anxious that the Court of Directors and the World at large would determine on my Conduct 
from my Actions, not from my Profeffions.—I told them, with great Truth, that my private Fortune 
was inadequate to the Situation which | had fo long filled in their Service, but I {corned at all Times 
to increafe it by improper or unjultifiable Means 5 and J am as ready as any Man to confefs, that with 
a very little Attention to my own Concerns, I fhould at this Moment have poffeffed a Fortune far 
beyond my Wants, or my Wifhes. This Honourable Houfe will, I hope, pardon nie for this Digref- 
fion, the Subject in fome Degree has forced me into it. Let me only add, that according to my 
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Conttruéction of the Regulating Act of 1773, 1 was left at Liberty to receive Money, provided it was 
to and for the fole Ufe of the Company ; and that I never entertained a Thought of receiving it upon 
any other Terms, nor did [ ever mean to appropriate a Rupee of the Sums fo received to my own 
Ule, without the Sanction of the Eaft India Company, my Employers. Whatever Imperfections there 
may be in my Character, and I have many, yet no Man who knows me will fuppofe me capable of 
afferting an Untruth, or, which is in Fa&t the fame, of prefenting a falfe Account to this Honourable 
Houfe, or to my old and indulgent Matters, the Proprietors of Halt India Stock, 
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Anfwer to the Ninth Charge, 





RESIGNATION. 


N the Year 1746, Mr. Lauchlin Macleane, affuming Powers with which I had not entrulted him, 
propofed ta the Court of Direétors certain Stipulations in my Name,. which when communicated 

to me I refufed to ratify. Ten Years after, in the Year 1786, that Refufal is charged againft me 
as a High Crime and Mifdemeanor. In the Whole of this perplexed Affair I am lefs committed 
than any of the Parties who adted or concurred in it; yet 1 am exclufively profecuted for its 
real or fuppofed Confeqnences. Mr. Macleane, who exceeded his Commiffiion, 1s dead ; but I am not 
Inheritor to bis Share of the imputed Culpability, The Committee of Directors who were appoint- 
ed to infpect Mr. Macleane’s Powers ; the Court of Direétors, who acquiefced ina divided Report 
from that Committee ; His Majefty’s Minifters, who admitted the confequent Acts of the Court of 
Directors without Inveftigation, were all feparately and jointly interefted in the Event, and are all 
much more refponfible than myfelf; the Court of Directors at leaft were under a Neceffity of tak- 
ing the earlieft Steps to refent the Infult and redrefs the Injury which it is urged they fuftained; and 
Miniftry were ftill more obliged to Action, from the higher Importance of their Offices. Both Parties 
had only to unite, and they could have forced me from the Chair I] refufed to refign. So far from 
doing this, a Court of Directors, confifting of a Majority of the fame Members, and a Miniftry with 
the very fame Leader at the Head of it (who had been @ Party to the Acceptance of Mr. Macleane’s 
Offer, and @ Party to the Difappointment on my Refufal) did, in the Year 1778, continue me in 
the Office I had fo pertinacioufly held, by a new Act of Parliament, and by a new Acquiefcence in 
my Nomination, What Part therefore of the Offence incurred, or of the Injuries produced by this 
Affair, can with Propriety be imputed to me? Powers which the Poffeffor confefled he dared not 
fhew, were admitted and acknowledged by thofe who never faw them; Powers which, if allowed to the 
Extent in which they are ftated, would not entitle the Poffeffor to fue for the moft trifling Sum in 
any Court of Law in Europe, were allowed to be a legal Warrant for the Refignation of £. 25,000 
per Annum, by thofe who would have indignantly refufed to pay Five Pounds, if demanded on the 
Jame Powers, And bere too was a Matter far above the little ordinary Concerng of pecuniary Nego- 
ciation, or the partial Powers of acommon Agency. Here an Office, of the firft Importance in the 
whole Extent of our Empire, was to be bartered away with the flight and flovenly Informality of 
General Declarations.—No Letter of Attorney, no authentic Inftrument, no formal Credentials, 
fanctioned by my Hand and Seal.—A mere Selection and Compilation from different Paragraphs of 
a Paper, ftated to be ‘ Inftructions to my Agent,” is the whole Foundation of the Tranfaction. It 
was acknowledged by the Agent himfelf, that ** the Powers with which he was entrufted were mixed 
** with other Matters, of aa Nature extremely Confidential.” Much of the Inftructions therefore 
never was, nor could be, nor was intended or expected to be, communicated. How could the Di- 
rectors be certain that the Parts concealed did not contain a precife and pofitive Probibition to my 
Agent of affuming any fuch Powers ?—It was poffible, and not improbable, at leaft their Vigilance 
would not have flumbered fo remifsly over the Chance of fuch a Circumftance, had the Demand been 
of a pecuniary Nature: But of Three Perfons who were appointed Examining Proxies for the Die . 
rectors on this Occafion, One, Mr. Richard Becher, fince deceafed, openly declared be conceived the 
pretended Powers to be no Powers at all. Here was a Warning, One would have thought, to the 
tnoft indifferent Temper. Credulity itfelf would here have taken the Alarm to difcufs the Subje& 
with more Accuracy and Acutenefs.— What then did the Two remaining Members of this 
Committee report? ‘ That having conferred with Mr. Macleane, they found that, from the 
“© Purport of Mr, Haftings’s Inftructions, contained in a Paper in his own Hand Writing given 
““ to Mr. Macleane, and produced by him to them, Mr. Haftings declared he would not con- 
“‘ tinue in the Government of Bengal, unlefs certain Conditions therein fpecified could be ob- 
“¢ tained, of which they (i.e. the Committee) faw no Probability :"-That is, becaufe a Com- 
mittee, unknown to and unauthorized by me, faw no Probability of certain Events, J am made to 
declare I would not continue in the Government ! !———Surely the Commiitee’s Ideas of Probabilities 
were no Rule for my Conduét. What had an extraneous Committee’s Opinions to do with my private 
Declarations to my own Agent? My Agent might have feen Probabilities, though the Committee 
faw none ;—or shere might have been Probabilities, though neither the Agent nor the Committee 
Jaw them ;—~agithere might be a Poffibility even again? Probabilities ;-or that which 1 had declared 
to 
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to my own Agent, I might chufe aot to declare to any other ;—or I might think fuch a Declaration 
(** mixed with other Matters of a Nature extremely confidential,” and conveyed in a Paper of private 
Infirultions toa Confidential Agent ) equivalent to no Declaration at all. On fo important an Occafion 
nothing could conftitute @ Power, but a clear and formal Appointment, fuch as “ J do bereby authorize 
“* and impower you, Lauchlin M‘Leane, in my Name, and on my Bebalf, to refign the Government of Bengal,” 
or Words to that Effect. Surely the Security of Poffeffion is not lefs guaranteed by Law for the 
Office of Governor General, than for the moft trifling Part of our private Property. Add to this, 
I have myfelf furnifhed fubfequent Proof that I had never the remoteft Intention of empowering my 
Agent to refign in my Name. For between the Time of Mr. MsLeane’s Departure ion Bengal, 
and his Offer to refign my Government, I had repeatedly, sbrice at leat, fignified in public, and re- 
corded Letters to my Superiors, that no Inducement fhould tempt me voluntarily to quit my Station 
until J faw an End to the Struggles in which I was then involved with the Council; that if I lived, I 
would fee the End of it. My Letters to this Purport are dated in March, April, and Oftober 1775. 

My Refufal to ratify the pretended Refignation took place on the 2oth of June 1777; and it | 
were warranted (which I have indifputably proved above) in that Refufal, all the confequent Events 
which happened in Bengal are to be imputed to any, or all of the Parties to the original Error and 
Inadvertency, But in the Year 1778, I was appointed to the Chair dy a mew AG of Parliament: At 
that Time, therefore, my pretended Refignation was known to Parliament, and it muft have been 
underftood to be a valid Act, or to be invalid. If valid, Parliament, and not J, were the Caufe of 
Injury to General Clavering, by a Renewal of my Nomination: If invalid, Parliament, by the Sanc~ 
tion of a renewed Appointment, certainly acquitted me of having given fuch Powers to Mr. M*Leane. 

To the Firft Article of Arcufation therefore, I reply, that if Mr. M¢ Leane had no Powers (and 
none are proved; on the contrary, I bave proved that ine bad none) my Refufal was no Breach of 
Faith with the Court of Directors, and His Majeity’s Minifters, To the Second Article (* Di/re/ped 
“to the Directors, and His Majefly”) 1 know not what to anfwer; for how much foever I may abhor 
the Thoughts of fuch Indecorum, 1 cannot conceive it to be any Part of an ‘* impeachable High Crime 
“and Mifdemeanor.” If the Refignation were invalid, ab initio, as 1 have proved, my Refufal was 
no Injury to General Clavering, and if it were, I fhould fuppofe Perfonal Injury to have its Remedy 
at Common Law, mot by Impeachment, and forthe reft of that Claufe it would be juft as regular to 
arraign a Thunder Storm for the Damage it might have done to a Steeple, as to impeach me for the 
Injury an Act of mine “* might have been to Mr. Wheler.” 

_ But the laft Confequences of my Refulal are, thac it was an ‘* Act of fignal Treachery to Mr, 
¢* M° Leane, &c. and prejudicial to the Affairs of the Company’s Servants in India !” 

Treachery, not to admit the Exercife of Powers I had not beftowed !—-Treachery, not to authenticate 
an Act performed without a Warrant, and operating moft notorioufly to my Prejudice !|—Treachery, to 
fet an Example of Regularity, of Firmnefs, and of Precifion, in One of the moft important Con- 
cerns of Life !!!—-And how was it prejudicial to the Company’s Servants, or rather how could it be 
conceived poffible, that a Charge founded on fuch lame Premifes, and clofed with fo unaccountable, 
unprecife, and impotent a Conclufion, fhould pafs for ferious? as if it were, or can be, or ought to be, 
prejudicial to People in India that their Agents fhould hereafter be required to produce the Powers 
by which they act ;—that all Parties fhould learn to be cautious in precluding the Poffibility of Mif- 
reprefentations and Mifconceptions in Matteis of Agency ;—and that an exemplary Check to this un- 
warrantable Affumption of never-delegated Powers, fhould prove a falutary Warning, and fure Pre- 
ventative of future Prejudice to all concerned in mediatory Tranfactions. 

Before I clofe this Article, I beg Leave to refer to Two Letters of mine, One indeed before the 
Houfe, addreffed to the Court of Directors; the ofber not before the Houfe, a Letter to the Chair. 
man of that Court, which I fear was never communicated to thofe for whofe Information and Con. 
viction it was particularly intended. It is dated 27th Augult 1777, the Firft Occafion [ had of 
writing Home on the Subject of my pretended Refignation; and its Authenticity I can fully prove 
from my original Letter Book, now ready to be produced. This Letter inclofed full Copies of all 
the Inftruétions ] had ever given to my private Agent, Mr. M‘Leane, whom I commiffioned 
{pecially to unite with my other Friends, in procuring an Enlargement of my Authority, which as it 
then ftood I had found infufficient for any good Purpofes of Government, and which by a very late 
A& the Legiflature has been pleafed to deem infufficient alfo, It would have been very extraordinary 
had I furnifhed him with Powers to join my Enemies, and fo become the very Means of depofing me 
from that Station which it was the exprefs and fole Purport of his Miffion to fupport and extend. 
Thofe Powers, therefore, which by a partial or imperfect Statement had been ftretched to an in-~ 
definite and unwarrantable Extent, 1 wilhed by this Letter to have difplayed to the Direétors at 
large, as the moft obvious and ready Proot of their fpecific Limitations. Why they were fuppreffed 
by the very Chairman, who afterwards joined in a Letter of Cenfure for my Supprefion of them, | do 
not pretend to explain, Very unfortunately for me, I have not been able to find Copies of them at 
prefenc, and conceive they muft have been left in Bengal, with many other Papers which I did not 
imagine likely to be of public and immediate Importance. I profefs myfelf to be very partially 
informed of the various Steps, which led to my propofed Refignation in 1776, Tam convinced Mr, 
Macleane acted to the beft of his Judgment, and if it were not an improper Requeft, I would defire 
to call upon a Noble Lord, who was at that Time the Minilter, to {tate to this Hon®urable Houfe 
every Circymttance of that Tranfaction. . 
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Anfwer to the Thirteenth Charge. 





Mr. RICHARD SULIVAN’s APPOINTMENT. 


U PON this Charge I fhall not detain this Honourable Houfe. Mr. Richard Sulivan accepted 
from the Nabob of the Carnatic, and from the Nabob’s Creditors, a Commiffion to act for 
them in Bengal, and produced Powers for that Purpofe. 
For Reafons which ftruck me as very forcible, and without 2 Wifh wantonly or unneceffarily 
to encroach upon the Rights of the Government of Fort St. George, I appointed Mr. Sulivan the 
Minifter of our Government at that Prefidency. Of this Appointment the Court of Directors dif- 
approyed and they difmiffed Mr. Sulivan from their Service, for having accepted of his original 
Commiffion, Before ! heard of his Difmiffion I propofed to appoint him our Ambaflador at the 
Court of Nizam Ally Cawn,—What Part of this Tranfaction is culpable, in fo far as ] am con- 
cerned in it, I know not, and I leave it to make its own Impreffion upon this Honourable Houfe. 
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Anfwer to the Fourteenth Charge. 





RANNA OF GOH U D. 


Introduction. 


I MUS T apologize to this Honourable Houle for the Length of my Defence upon this Article 

of the Charge. As it was a Charge of Breach of Faith in the Violation of a Public Treaty, 
which I have ever confidered as a Crime of a moft heinous Nature, as moft pernicious in its 
Confequences, and therefore required the fulleft Refutation, I have been under the Necefliry of 
entering into a connected and minute Detail of all the Occurrences of our Intercourte with the 
Ranah for that Purpofe ; and thefe will fhew that his Part of the Alliance confifted of a Series of 
unremitted Acts of the blackeft Perfidy, and ours of as marked Forbearance. 

This Charge, though comprifed in the fmall Compats of Two Pages, contains fo many artful 
Milreprefentations of Facts, apparently authenticated by partial Quotations and perverted Truths, 
thac ic will be difficult to give them a clear Refutation, without cntering fully into the Subject, 

Tt 1s affirmed in the Charge “ that in the late War againft the Marattahs, the faid Ranah of 
“© Gohud did actually join the Briufh Army under Colonel Muir, with Two Battalions of Infantry 
«© and 1,200 Cavalry, and did then ferve in Perfon againft the Marattahs, thereby affording ma- 
© terial Affiftance, and rendering effential Service to the Company.” A Perfon inclined to Candour 
would have flated this Fact very differently : He would have faid, that the Ranah of Gohud was 
bound by the sth Article of his Treaty with the Fnehfh to furnith 10,000 Horte ;—that the Com- 
manding Officer, Colonel Camac, repeatedly applied to him on Behalf of the Enghth Government, 
and at laft could obtain no more than Two Battalions of Infantry, and 209 Horfe, and that the 
Ranah himfelf did not join our Army unul no Alternative was left him but that of either caking a 
decided Part in our l’avour, or being declared an open Enemy ; that this was not until Ten Months 
after our Army had entered the Marattah Country, and that he ftaid with our Army only a few 
Weeks, leaving it at a molt critical Period before the Conclufion of Peace with the Marattahs ; 
thereby not affording material Afiflance, but caufing eflential Detriment to the Service of the 
Company. 

In another Part of the Charge it is faid, “ that he the faid Elaflings, in the loflruétions given by 
‘“ him to Mr. David Anderfon, for his Conduct in nepociating the Treaty of Peace with the 
“© Marattahs, expreffed his Determination to defert the Ranah of Gohud, in the following Words: 
«¢ —You will of courfe be attentive to any Engacements fubfifting betwixt us and other Pow- 
“ers in fettling the Terms of Peace and Alliance with the Marattahs: I except from this the 
‘ Ranah of Gohud; leave him to fettle his own Affairs with the Marattahs.” Who would not 
think from this that ] had wantonly, and without Reafon, deferted the Ranah of Gohud? Who 
would fuppofe that in deferting him I was juftified by the ftrongeft Reafons, and that thefe Reafons 
are recited in the very Middle of thofe Words, which as they are quoted in the Charge produce 
on the Mind the Effect of One connected Sentence? The real Words of the Inftruétions to Mr, 
Anderfon are as follows: ‘ You will of courfe be attentive to any Engagements fubfifting betwixt us 
*¢ and other Powers, in fettling the Terms of Peace and Alliance with the Mahrattas: T except from this 
‘© Precaution the Ranah of Gohud, who has been guilty of the moft flagrant Breach of Faith towards 
‘usin every Inflance, after a moft faithful and ferupulous Performance of every Stipulation in his 
“© Favour by us, and after we have faved him and bis Country from certain Deftrudtion: Leave him to 
“ fettle his own Affairs with the Marattahs.” Flere then are full and fufficient Reafons for my 
Conduct towards the Ranah. The Mind feels relieved from the Shock which it received, at the 
Idea of deferting without a Caufe a Man whom my Accufer would reprefent as a faithful and fer- 
viceable Ally. [appeal to the Candour and Juflice of this Houfe, if it is fair, it it is honourable, 
to draw a Criminal Charge thus againft me from my own Expreffions, and yet to omit thofe 
Words which, if admitted, are a full Juflification of me. The only Doubt that can remain is 
regarding the Truth of the Reafons thus affigned: A few Words would not be fufficient to clear 
up this Matter, IT truft, however, that this Honourable Moufe will fufpend their Judgment for a 
Moment; and I] promife to remove every Doubr, by giving a full Account of the Ranah’s Conduct 


towards us, exhibiting a Series of Treachery and Perfidy which it is to be hoped cannot be paral- 
Ieled in European Hitlory. 
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The Framer of the Charges againft me then proceeds to obferve, that “ the faid Anderfon ap- 
' pears very affiduoufly to have fought for Grounds ro juttify the Execution of this Part of his In- 
© flruétions ; to which, however, he was at all Events obliged to conform.” If my Accufer had 
thought proper to quote the Sequel of the fame Paragraph of the Inftruétions, the Houfe would have 
Jeen, that Mr. Anderfon was enjoined to obtain Intelligence regarding the Ranah’s Conduct ; but noe 
to feek for Grounds to juflify the Execution of this Part of his Inftruétions ; and that he was zot at 
all Events obliged to conform to it; tor he was to judge from that Intelligence, whether the Ranah 
was worthy of being any longer confidered as the Ally of the Enghfh. The Words are thele, and 
they immediately follow the preceding Quotation: ** Colonel Muir will give you complete Intelli- 
‘“ sence regarding the Ranah’s Conduct; and from this you will judge whether he is worthy of being 
“* any longer confidered as our Ally.” 

But it 1s in vain to trace and point out all the Subtilties of this Charge. We might ultimately 
arrive at Truth by purtuing Fallacy through all its ftudied Mazes, and expofing it at every Turn- 
ing to Detection; but how tedious, how intricate, and perplexing would be fuch a Purfuit ?—The 
ealieft and fhorteft Way will be to quit it altogether, and to follow the plain and fimple Path of 
Troth, And J truft that this Honourable Houfe will not think I unneceflarily confume their Time, 
whillt F fubmic to them, as fuccinétly as poffible, a plain Hiftory of the Tranfactions which have 
pafled betwixt us and the Ranah of Gohud, from the Commencement of our Connection down to 
the Period when his Treachery and repeated Breach of Engagements rendered him unworthy of our 
turther Protection. 

On the 2d December 1779 a Treaty was fettled betwixt the Englifh Government and the Ranah 
of Gohud, ftipulating certain Conditions of Alliance, chiefly relative to the Marattah State, which 
was at that Time confidered as the Enemy of both. As the Houle is in Poffeffion of a Copy of this 
Treaty, J will not, unneceffarily, intrude upon their Time, by reciting the feveral Articles of it; but 
fhal] proceed immediately on my Narrative. 

At this ‘Time the Marattahs had poffeficd themfelves of many of the Ranah’s Diftridts. Their Armies 
had Jaid wafte and plundered even the Environs of Ghode ; and the Ranah, being incapable of Op- 
pofing them, remained fhut up in his Capital. In Conlequence of the Treaty he folicited our Affitt- 
ance, and it was immediately given. Jn the Month of February 1780 Captain Popham, with a 
Body of Einglifh Troops, arrived at Ghode, and being joined by the Ranah’s Forces, very foon com- 
pelled the Marattahs to abandon that Country. It was then thought advifeable to carry the War 
into the Marattah Territories; and the united Forces, after repeated Marches, croffed the River 
Sind, and arrived in the Cutchwagar Diftricts, where Captain Popham commenced his Operations, 
by laying Siege to Lohir, which was reckoned the ftrongeft of all the numerous Forts pofleffed by 
the Marattahs in that Part of the Country. It was for fome Time obftinately defended, at Length, 
a practicable Breach being made, it was vigoroufly affaulted, and carried, with the Lofs of feveral 
(inglith Officers, who fellin the Storm, On the Fall of Lohar, all the reft of the Cutchwapar Country 
loon fubmitted to the Englifh and the Ranah. 

According to the 4th Article of the Treaty, it was fettled, that whatever Countries fhould thus be 
conquered {rom the Marattahs, a Valuation fhould be formed on the Receipts of the Ten preceding 
Years, and an Annual Tribute being fettled as the Company’s Nine-Sixteenth Proportion of the Re- 
venue, the Countries fhould be delivered over to the Ranah. Without waiting for the Form of fuch 
an Adjuftment, Captain Popham, relying on the good Faith of our Ally, delivered up to him the 
Kort of Lohar in Two Days after its Reduction, and permitted him to eflablifth his Government 
throughout the Whole of the Cutchwagar Countly. An Aumeen or Commiffioner was afterwards 
appointed to form the Valuation, but fo many Difficulties were thrown in his Way by the Ranah’s 
Officers, that it never could be effected; and though our Connedtion with the Ranah lafled for 
Two Years longer, and during all that Time he remained in quiet Poffeffion of thefe Territories, he 
never accounted for any Part of the Revenue to the Company. 

The ad Article ftipulated, that the Expence of the E.nglifh Forces fhould be defrayed by the Ranah 
Monthly, at the Rate of 20,000 Rupees tor each Battalion, Captain Popham was unwilling to make 
any Demand until fome capital Service fhould have been performed by our Troops; he deferred it there~ 
fore till after the Reduction of Lohar ; and as the Battalions under his Command were fomething lefs in 
Number than the Company’s ufual Iftalifhments, he was inftructed by the Governor General and Coun- 
cil to remit 20,000 Rupees per Month in our Claim; but the Gencrofity of Captain Popham, and the 
Juftice of the Englifh Government, were equally thrown away on the Ranah. The Service for which 
he had required our Troops was performed, and he thought that he no longer wanted our Affiltance. 
He ufed every Evafion to avoid the Payment; he pleaded Inability ; he requefled a Refpite until 
the Harveft could be reaped ; and when he found that Captain Popham was pofiuve in demanding 
a Supply of Money for the Relief of his Troops, who were then greatly diflrefied, he peevifhly 
replied, that he would pay their Arrears, and that they might re-crofs the Jumina, and return to their 
own Country. One Month’s Pay, in Part of the Arrears, was at length obtained ; but as the Ranah 
would not pay the Remainder, Captain Popham did not think bimfelf authorized to move without 
it; he continued therefore in the Ranah’s Country ; and although the Ulage he had met with might 
have damped the Zeal of a lefs active Othcer, he loft no Opportunity of promoting the Welfare of 
our faithlefs Ally. The Rains had now (et in, and the Diticulties of Marching were very greats 
yet Captain Popham, wich his litle Army, moved from L.ohar in Purfuie of che {tragoling Parties 
of Marattahs, who ftill continued to infeft the Newhbourlood. In thefe Operations he was almolt 
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unfupported ; for the Ranah had returned to Ghode, and not more than 3 or 400 of his Troops 
remained with the Englifh Army. By the {pirited [exertions of Captain Popham, the Maratiahs 
were foon totally driven beyond the Confines of the Ranah’s Dominions; {till, however, they 
poffeffed the Fort of Gualhar; and it was evident, that if it was fuffered to remain in their 
Hands, they might renew their Depredations and Encroachments on the Ranah’s Territories, when- 
ever he fhould be deprived of the Protection of the Englifh Forces; and it was our Intereft to 
weaken their Power, and divert their Operations. 

This Fort had lone been reckoned impregnable. The enterprizing Mind of the E:nglifh Commanding 
Officer was not to be difcouraged by any Difficulties: He formed the Idea of reducing it, and for this 
Purpofe encamped at about 11 Miles Diftance, at a Place called Raypoor. The Ranah about this 
Time became more urgent than ever for the Return of the Englifh Troops: But as he ftill evaded 
the Payment of their Subfidy, Captain Popham could not comply. He fhewed daily Signs of Duf- 
content and Sufpicion ; Meffages were conftantly paffing betwixt him and the Maratta Officer in Gua- 
liar ; and it was generally reported that he would foon make Peace with the Marattas, and difmifs the 
Englifh Troops from his Territories. So manifeft, in fhort, were the Signs of his Difaffection, that 
Captain Popham could not truft him with his Plans. Gudaliar was affailed on the 3d of Auguift 
3780, ii the Dead of Night, and taken by a Manoeuvre which, for the Secrecy and Boldnefs of its 
Execution, equals any Thing to be met with in Hiftory. The Glory of this E/nterprize was referved 
tor the Englith alone, as the Ranah was not informed of the Defign, until he heard that, on the Morn- 
ing of the qth, the Englifh Flag was difplayed on the Walls of the lor. 

The Reduétion of this important Fortrefs opened a new Source of Contention, Encouraged by the 

Feafinefs with which we had delivered up our former Conquefts, the Ranah claimed immediate Pof- 
feffion of it. Onthe other Hand the Englifh Government thought it neceffary that this important 
Fortrels fhould remain in Pofleffion of our Troops, as during the Continuance of the War with the 
Maratta State the Safety of the Acquifition might be hazarded, if it were left to be protected by the 
Ranah’s. Thele were the Reafons fet forth by the Board, in their Letter to the Court of Directors of 
the 26th Auguft 1780. Additional Reafons were however fuggefted at different Times, which though 
I do not give them as my Sentiments, for they were not mine, had their Influence on the Board in 
continuing tor fome Months to retain Poffefion of this Fort. It covered the Expedition, which was 
at that Time projected, and afterwards carried into Execution under Colonel Camac , it was the Key 
of Indoftan; it opened a Co:nmunication to Malva; it was a Pledge of the Ranah’s Fidelity ; and 
One of the Members gave his Opinion that © it ought to be kept to be made Ule of in an Accom- 
« modation with the Marattas;” and in Strictnels the Treaty between the Ranah and us did not ex- 
preisly require that this Fort fhould be delivered over to him unul the Conclufion of the Peace with 
the Marattas. To quiet however, as far as poffible, the Apprehenfions of the Ranah, I wrote to him 
a Letter containing the following Sentence; (7th September 1780, 6th Rep, Appx 291) ** I now 
¢ find thar the Conduct of Captain Popham has given you Apprehentions of the Sincerity of our 
« Intentions in this Point (the Delivery of the Fort), The Cafe is this, you yourfelf are well ac- 
¢ quainted with the Importance of this Place to us both, during the prefent War with the Marattas; 
¢ and muft be well convinced that the retaining Poffeffion of it is of the utmoft Confequence in the 
‘ future Operations againft our Enemies in that Quarter. I muft thercfore requeft that you will 
¢ fuffer it co remain in our Poffeffion ull the final Conclufion of the prefent War with the Marattas ; 
‘ declaring to you at the fame Time, that as foon as Peace fhall have taken Place with them, the 
Fort of Gualiar fhall be delivered up into your Elands. tis yours, it 1s your Right, nor has 
this Government any Idea of alienating it.” 
But thefe Affurances had no Effect on the Ranah. Tle withdrew from the Enelifh. He refufed 
to pay the Arrears of the Subfidy, and openly exclaimed that the Englifh, in retaining the Fort of 
Guadliar, had broken their Faith with him. The Fear of Punifhment however on the one Side, and 
his Hopes of fome Time obtaining from us this Fort on the other, prevented him from taking a de- 
cided Part againft us. Thefe Motives obliged him to preferve fome Appearances, whilft he inveighed 
avain{t us, and deterred all the neighbouring Rajahs trom uniting with us, 

Afterwards, when Colonel Camac arrived at Ghode, and it was thought expedient to make a Diver. 
fion of the Maratta Forces, which were then oppoled to General Goddard in Guzzerat, by carrying 
the War into the Heart of Madajee Scindia’s County, Application was made to the Ranah to fur- 
nifh 10,000 Horfe, agreeably to the sth Article of the Treaty, [or fome Time he endeavoured to 
amute the Colonel with Promifes ; and at laft, with great Reluctance, he fent with our Army wo 
wretched Battalions of Intantry, and lefs than 200 Horie, and thele were, in Faét, rather an In- 
cumbrance than an Aid, for the Colonel was obliged to fubfift chem with Money from the Company’s 
Cheft ; and he has often been heard to exprefs Apprehenfions (which he affirmed were too well 
to.inded) of their deferting to the Enemy. 

The Rajah of Narwar, and every Chief who had Correfpondence with us, were loud tn their Ex- 
clamations again{t the Treachery of the Ranah’s Conduct towards the Englifh ;—they afferted, chat 
he was treating with Scindia for his Safety, by deferting us, and that he made a Merit with that 
Prince of his evading to join Colonel Camac. To this Period all the minuter Parts of the preced- 
tag Detail, which are inferted to form the Connection, and all the Fats which do not appear on our 
own Records, are extracted from a Proteft which was prepared by Colonel Camac againit the Ranah, 
but which Confiderations of Policy prevented him from delivering. 
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Such were the Difadvantages under which Colonel Camac marched into the Marattah Country. 

The great Object of the Expedition was indeed accomplifhed, in drawing Mahajee Sindia from the 
Guzerat Provinces, where he had long powerfully oppofed General Goddard, and obliged him to 
attend to the Safety of his own Dominions, But the Kvent had almoft proved fatal to our Army, 
for when it had reached Seronge the Colone) found himlelf harraffed on all Sides by Partjes of the 
Enemy, his Provifions were intercepted, and the Princes whom he expected to join him all ftood 
aloof. 
In this Situation, when the Army was reduced to great Diflrefs for Provifions, it was determined 
to return towards the Ranah’s Country, and Letters were difpatched to the Commander in Chief, 
defiring that the Troops then ftationed at Futtyghur, under the Command of Colonel Muir, might 
be fent to fuppore them. 

The Futtyghur Detachment was accordingly fent, and arrived at Ghode on the 2gth March 1781, 
where Colonel Muir received Intelligence of Colone] Camaa’s having furprized Sindia’s Camp near 
Colares, on the 24th of the fame Month, and of his having put the Mahratta Army to Flight, and 
taken feveral Guns and Klephants, and a Quantity of Ammunition. In the Letter which I received 
from the Colonel, dated 29th March 3781, on this Occafion, there is the following remarkable 
Paragraph, 

«© My Accounts from Sippery further mention, that Letters have been intercepted from the Ranah 
to Sindia, wherein the Ranah congratulates him on the Succeffes which have attended all his 
“ Jate Schemes in diftreffing the Enghfh Army, and warmly recommends Sindia’s marching Part 
* of his Army into his Country, with Affurances of not only joining him with all his own Force, but 
that all the Rajahs and Chiefs around are ready to follow the Fortune of Sindia; and indeed 1 
 muft confefs that the Whole of the Rana’s Conduct for fome Time paft bas been {uch as to give 
“ fome Grounds for crediting this Report; and without delcending to Particulars, of which you 
muft have long fince Information, I fhall only beg Leave to obferve, that ever fince I have en- 
tered his Country it has been with Difficulty | have procured a Sufficiency of Provifions to anfwer 
the Daily Confumption in my Camp, although the greateft Encouragement has been publifhed 
‘ throughout the Country, nor has the Value of a Rupee been taken without paying for it; and a// 
“ yhis I have the moft pofitive Proof has been owing to Prohibitions publifhed by our fuppofed Aily the 
© Ranahb, To this Treatment, where we add his late vafions and Non-compliance to every Re- 
“© quifition by Captain Palmer to march to Camac’s Affiftance—thele are Circumftances, which if 
* not abfolute Proofs of his Difaffection, they are at leaft flrong Indications to fufpect him, how 
far Colonel Camac’s recent Succefs, and my entcring this Country with fo formidable a Force, may 
operate on him to take a decifive Part, a very few Jays mutt now determine.” 

Colonel Muir did not arrive at Antry till the 4th of Apnil, the many Difappointments he met with 
in procuring Cattle to bring Supplies of Grain had delayed his Progrets ; and having had no Aff—iftance 
from the Ranah, the Difficulties he experienced were beyond Conception. Every Perfuation in his 
Power was uled, but to no Purpofe, for the Ranah ftill kept aloof, and his Example deterred any of 
the neighbouring Princes from efpoufing our Caule. 

About this Time a Meafure was adopted by the Council of Fort William (then reduced to Two 
Members, myfelf and Mr. Wheler) which ought to have diffipated all the Ranah’s Sufpicions, and 
rivetted hin) to cur Alliance for ever. Z 

An Order was iffued, on the 2dof April, for delivering up to him the Fort of Gualiar.— 

Whilft this Fort was kept in our Elands ! could make every Allowance for the Sufpicions and even 
the Wifaffection fhewn towards us by our Ally: Butaf any Thing could be offered in Extenuation 
of his Conduét, previous to the Delivery of it, what hall we fay if we find him afterwards uniformly 
purfuing a Syftem of Fraud and Treachery ? 

Colonel] Muir, on the zoth May 1781, wrote to me from Jomecry, as follows: * Immediately on 
my having received Advice of the Rana’s being in Poffeflion of Gualior, [ addieffed him agreeable 
“ tothe Board’s Inftrucétions, Copy of which, with his Anfwers, and Tranflations of each, I now do 
“ myfelf the Pleafure to enclofe you, So very evalive and unfatisfactory a Reply had detcrmined 
“ me to proteft againft him without further Delay; but juft as it was ready for Dilpatch I received 
“ {uch Information from a Gentleman of my Family, whom I fent {ome Time ago to refide with the 
“ Rana (with Inftructions to keep a watchful Guard over his Conduct) as inclined me to fufpend 
“© my Prote(t for a few Days, and give him an Opportunity of reflecting on the Confequences that he 
had to expect, fhould my Operations be procrafliaated through any Delay on his Part. I am further 
induced to poftpone pufhing him to Extremity, as I had received Advice of a Quantity of Grain 
having been purchafed and ready to be dilpatched from different Parts of his Country; and as 
this Supply muft arrive in a few Days, I fhall, unul then, deter my Proteft, which I however ftill 
hope his Conduct will render unneceffary. Report fays, the Rana is collecting his Forces; and 
he has declared co Lieutenant Gowan (now with him) that by the kxpiration of the 12 Days 
(mentioned in my Letter to him) he will join me with 3,000 Horfe, and 4 Battalions of his In- 
fantry. The Sincerity of thefe Affurances a few Days will determine. I cannot pretend to de- 
clare any fixed Opinion of the RKana’s Sentiments, His Conduct muft now be the only Criterion 
to judge by; and it affords me a moft fincere Satisfaction, when I rofl Ct that I mult, in a few Days, 


put him to the ultimate Teft; when he muft prove himfelf a faithful Ally, or I muft declare him 
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“an open Enemy to the Company, whofe Troops have fuffered more than I with to mention by his 
# evasive treacherous Condu?, Lam, &c.” 

‘the Ranah ftill perfifted in his Evafions, At length, on the 13th June, the Colonel drew out 
the following Proteft, a Copy of which he communicated to the Governor General and Council, in 
his Letter of the 2oth July 1781. Both the Letter and Proteft are before the Houfe, but as the 
latter contains feveral important Facts, 1 will beg Permiffion to read it, 


4 


© Memorial of Colonel Muir, Mubarig ul Mulluck Iftikkar ul Dowlab Bebudur, on the Proceedings of ibe 
Mabarajah Rana Chuttur Sing, Luckbindie Delleer Jung Bebudur. 


«© Whereas in the Month of December of the Chriftian AEra One thoufand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-nine, and of the Higera in the Month of Zecada One thoufand One hundred and Ninety- 
three, the contracting Parties, that is to fay, the faid Maharajah Rana on his Part, and the Governor 
General and Council on the Part of the Enghifh Company, did conclude and ratify, fign and feal, a 
perpetual and firm Treaty of Alliance and Friendfhip between each other, and in Contormity to 
which the Englifh Gentlemen have in every Refpect fulfilled their Engagements and Promifes to the 
Maharajah Rana: And whereas the Maharajah Rana has failed in many Points agreed upon, fuch as 
in being dilatury and neglectful in the Payment of Seventy thoufand Rupees, Month by Month, for 
each of the Company’s Battalions fent to his Affiftance, according to the 2d Article of the Treaty ; 
in withholding the Share of the Englifh in the Revenues of the Cutchoowergar, as prefcribed in the 
4th Article of the Treaty; in correfponding with the Marattas without Communication to the 
English ; and furthermore, in being inattentive in regard to the fupplying of Colonel Muir’s Army 
with Grain in their March through his Country, and in many other Acts of Infincerity, it is become 
neceffary to make known to the Princes of Hindoitan the Defection of the faid Maharajah Rana, and 
the Good Faith of the Engii/h Nation, to the End that an Infraction of the Treaty may not in anywife 
be imputed to the Governor General and Council, or they be fuppofed to have deviated from the 
ftridtett Juftice. 

“+ But whereas principally it was ftipulated and contracted for by the Maharajah Rana, in the sth 
Article of the Treaty, that whenever the War between the Englifh and Marattas fhould be carried 
into the Marattas Country, he fhould on Requificion furnifh ‘Ten thoufand Cavalry at his own Ex- 
pence, towards their Affiftance; yet though this Force was frequently and urgently required during the 
Command of Colonel Camac, the Maharajah Rana pleaded his not being in Poffeffion of the Fortrefs of 
Gualiar, in Excufe for his Non-comphance. Now though Gualior had been taken folely by the Valour 
and Conduct of the Englifh Arms, without any Military Aid whatever from the Maharajah Rana, and 
though the immediate Surrender of the Fortrefs was not enjoined by the Treaty, yet the Englith Gen- 
tlemen, folely to evince an extraordinary Regard to public Faith, gave up the Fortrefs, with all its 
Cannon and Stores, to the Maharajah Rana. 

‘© Moreover, the Maharajah Rana, after being invefted with the Poffeffion of the faid Fortrefs, re. 
peatedly promiled to join the Englifh Army, but being urged to fulfil thofe Engagements, he {till 
evaded their Execution on the moft frivolous Pretences. Finally, whereas the Maharajah Rana wrote 
us a Letter in thele exprels Terms, on the Sixteenth of Zemmadi ul Sany, ** 1 will join the Enghhh 
Camp;”—and even from his Promile has alfo fwerved; it cannot but be manifeft, that the Maharajah 
Rana has not performed in anywife his Pare of the Treaty, and that he is totally difinclined from 
affifting the Englith. 

‘© It is on all thefe Confiderations become incumbent upon me, who Command the Englifh Army 
now on Service againft the Marattas, in the Dominions of the Maharajah Mihieput Sing Tughinda 
Bahadur, the Rajah of Nurwa, to publifh, in my own Name, this written Memorial and Proteft, 
on Account of the Violation of the Treaty.—-Be it therefore known to all the Princes and Nobles of 
Hindoftan, to High and to Low, and to the whole World, that, compelled by Neceffity, and by 
thele Breaches of the Treaty, I from this Day fufpend all Intercourfe whatever with the Maharajah 
Rana, either by Letter or Embaffy, until the Pleafure of the Governor General and Council on thefe 
Premifes fhall be underftood. 

* Given at the Englith Camp, near the Village of Dongree, the 20th Jemmadi ul Sani, A. H. 
1394, of the 13th of June of the Chriftian Era 1781. 

(Signed) GM. 


(Signed) Thomas Ford, 
Perfian Interpreter.” 


This Proteft was fent to Lieutenant George Gowan, who acted at that Time as the Colonel’s 
Agent with the Rana; but as the Colonel was defirous of ftill giving the Rana an Opportunity of 


preventing a total Separation, it appears that the following Inftrudtions were fent with the Proteft to 
lieutenant Gowan. 


es ‘To 
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“‘ To Lieutenant George Gowan, &c. r4th June. 


é Sir, 

¢¢ T have it in Command from Colonel Muir, to tranfmit you a Proteft in the Perfian Language, that 
agreeable to the Orders of the Governor General and Council, and from the Rana’s ill-judged Con- 
duct, he has been obliged to prepare againft the Proceedings of that Prince; accompanying allo I fend 
you a true Tranflation of that Paper. , 

* It is the Colonel’s Pleafure, that immediately upon the Receipt of them you do wait upon the 
Maharajah Rana, and inform him of your having them in your Poffeffion, and of thefe confequent 
Inftructions, to which you are invariably to conform, 

“ After chis Elucidation, you will pleafe to require from him a written Engagement, under his Seal 
and Signature, to join on a certain {pecific Day (not to exceed the Tenth from your Receipt of this 
Letter) the. Army under the Command of Colonel Murr, agreeably to the Spirit and Meaning of the 
sth Article of the Treaty with the Honourable Company, or with fuch Force and Supplies of Pro« 
vifions, as he can poffibly by that Period colleét for the Service. 

** But fhould the Maharajah Rana, under any Pretext or Evafion whatfoever, decline or refufe to 
enter into this Agreement; or after having entered into it as before {pecified, neglect or be dilatory 
in its Performance, it is the Colonel’s pofitive Order, in fuch Cafe, that you do Inftantly and 
in Form, deliver to him the Perfian Proteft, and yourfelf repair to this Camp without Lofs of 


Time, 
I am, Sir, &c, 
(Signed) tek” 


1 am not in Poffeffion of the Letters which were written by Lieutenant Gowan to the Colonel, 
and I do not recollect the Excufes which the Rana made for deferring to comply with the Colonel’s 
Requifitions, I find however, that nothing was produced by thee Requifitions, and that Colonel 
Murr afterwards deputed Captain Ford, to whom it appears he wrote the following Letters, under 


Date the 17th and 2ift July. 


« To Captain Thomas Ford. 


“ Sir, 

‘* ] have the Pleafure of your’s of Yefterday: With refpeét to the Conditions held out by the Rana, 
they are fo very abfurd, that any Reply becomes almoft unneceffary: He fays he will join upon no 
other Terms than upon my engaging to furnifh his Troops with Provifions. Surcly this is a Requifi- 
tion you might have caken upon you to have given the molt pofitive Reply to. The Rana cannot 
furely have the Affurance of making my Inability of fupplying him a Plea for his Non-compliance 
with the Article of the Treaty which re{pects this Expedition, I requeft you will full explain (what 
he is perfectly acquainted with) to the Rana, the Difficulties I experience daily in procuring Grain 
for my own Troops, and how impracticable I find it to fave the leaft Overplus to lay up as a Magazine; 
of courfe the Impropriety of my entering into an Engagement to fupply him with what I plainly 
perceived the Impoffibility of my fulfilling; you will alfo remind the Rana of the Expectations of our 
Government regarding his fupplying my Detachment with Provifions, my perfect Knowledge of 
the pofitive Proofs of his Country abounding in Grain, and that his Exertions were and are only 
wanted, to adopt fuch Meafures as would encourage the Banjarees and Beparees to proceed to my 
Camp with Alacrity and Satisfaction to themfelves. 

‘© The Rana, from your Letter, feems to wifh me to underftand, that my Anfwer to his very pofitive 
Requifition is to determine him in the Meafures he is under the Neceffity to adopt without Delay ; 
It therefore behoves me to authorize you to acquaint him, that notwithftanding the Board’s Inftructions 
to me, directing me to demand his Affiftance refpecting Supplies, I am ready to forego every Demand 
on him of that Nature, and will, as I have hitherto done, endeavour to fupply myfelf, as he muft his 
Troops, without any Promife of Affiftance from me. . 

“ Atter having delivered yourfelf as above to the Rana, you will, as if by my Requeft, particularly 
caution him, and point out to him how much the Governor has already been difappointed in his 
Expectations—how much the Service has been retarded by his moft unaccountable Condu@. Re- 
mark that the prefent is a moft critical Juncture, and that the leaft Abatement in our expected 
Affiftance from him cannot fail of making him obnoxious to a Government who have fuffered them- 
felves to be too long amufed by his evafive Promiles. . 


Jam, Sir, 
Siffai, Your obedient Servant, 
r7th July 1781. (Signed) G MUIR.” 


EXTRACTS 
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EXTRACT S of a Letter from Colonel Muir to Captain Thomas Ford , 
| dated Siffai, arft July o78t. 


« T have the Pleafure of your Letter of Yefterday, covering one from the Rana. I am forry to obferve 
that the Arguments you have urged to ftimulate him to a Performance of his Engagements have not 
been attended with Succefs; and, as I am perfectly convinced he wants Inclination (and not the Power) 
to fulfil every Article required of him, I can confider his prefent Pretences to the contrary in no 
other Light than a frefh Proof of what I have long fufpected, viz. a determined Refolution in him, 
not only to fail in fulfilling every eflential Affiftance expected from him as an Ally, but even to 
throw Obftructions in the Way of the Supplies coming to the Army. You will be pleafed to defire 
the Rana to recur to his Engagements, as ftipulated in the Treaty; his moft facred Promifes of 
Affiftance to the Governor, and to me, fince his being put in Poffeffion of Gualior ; and the Length 
of Time he has had to prepare and equip an Army, in every Refpect adequate to that I have repeat- 
edly pointed out to him: After which you will recommend him to his cool Reflections, and then let 
him account to our Government for his Conduct. 

“ Upon the Whole, you will be pleafed to inform the Rana, that fo fully convinced as I am of his 
Ability to fulfl every Engagement, and afford every Affiftance required of him, | cannot of Courfe 
any longer admit of fuch vague Excufes as he has all along held out as Pleas for his Delay. His laft 
Demand of Affiftance from me to fupply his Troops with Provifions (as the only Condition upon 
which he would join) is fo pofitive a Proof of his Infidelity, that fo far from deferving any ferious 
Reply, I ought, i: Juftice to myfelf, not to have hefitated in obeying the Orders of Government, by 
immediately prote(ting againft him tor Infraétion of the Treaty. 

“© rom what is above fet forth, you will be guided in every Refpect as to what I fhall confider vague 
and frivolous Excufes ; you will in confequence acquaint the Rana, that I am detcrmined not to fuffer 
myfelf to be any longer amufed with his evafive Promifes and unaccountable Delays, by which the 
Public Service has already fuftained more Injury than it would have done by an early politive Refufal 
on his Part. 

‘6 Should you fee no Probability of effecting a favourable Change in the Rana’s Conduct, I delire 
you will inform him, that I fhall without delay Proteft, agreeably to my Inftructions, and refer him to 
the Council ; after which you will poceed to join me at your Conveniency.” 


Thefe are the only Letters betwixt Colonel Muir and Captain Ford which have come into my 
Hands, and thefe are furely enough to fhew that the Rana ftill evaded to fulfil the Terms of his 
Treaiy, and that the Excufes he affigned were frivolous and infufficient. 

During the important Period which was thus walted in endeavouring to perfuade our faithlefs Ally 
to a Senfe of his Duty, Colonel Muir had joined the Troops commanded by Colonel Camac, and 
was laying with the united Army at Siffai, a Place fituated in the Maratta Dominions, feveral Days 
Journey beyond the Frontiers of the Rana’s Country. 

His Troops were fuffering great Hardfhips from Sicknefs and Want of Provifions. The main Body 
of the Enemy, under Mahajee Sindia, was lying very clofe to them, and Parties of Horfe were hovering 
abour, harraffing his Camp and intercepting his Supplies. 

It appears that the Rana, being reduced to the Alternative of either joining the Colonel or relin- 
quilling our Alliance, did at laft join about the beginning of Auguft, but with a Body of Troops 
very inferior to what he had ftipulated, and very unequal to the Performance of any Service, being 
only 2 Battalions of Infantry, and 1,200 Cavalry. 

About this Time Overtures were made by the Marattas for commencing a Negociation for Peace. 
They were made through the Rana, and the Colonel thought it advifable to encourage them: Ac- 
cordingly, on the 16th Auguft Chimnagee Row, the Maratta Envoy, arrived in the Rana’s Camp, 
where be had a Conference with Captain Ford, who afterwards introduced him to Colonel Muir. tn 
the mean Time the Colonel applied to me for Inftruétions and Powers to treat: Thefe were imme- 
diately fentto him; and on the 13th O¢tober, a Treaty was finally concluded betwixt the Colonel and 
Mahajee Sindia, in which the Colonel, agreeable to the Inftruétions I had fent him, particularly 
included the Ranah, ftipulating, chat the Fort of Gualior fhould he preferved to him, and that the 
Country, taken Poffeflion of by the Englifh from the Marattas, on the South Side of the Jumna, 
fhould be reftored, or, in other Words, that the Ranah fhould retain the Acquifitions which he 
epee without our Participation, and that all thofe in which we held a Share fhould be given up. 

aving thus, in Spite of all the Evils which had arifen from the Ranah’s Infidelity, adhered on our Parts 
to every Article of our Agreement, and attended to his Interefts even to the very Conclufion of Peace, 
Jet us fee how the Ranah conducted himielf in this laft Scene——-The following is a Copy a Letter 
which I received from Colonel Muir: 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Muir to the Governor General. 


*¢ Dear Sir, Seffai, 6th Odtober 1781. 

“' I have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of the Original and Duplicate of your Letter of 
the 10th Ultimo, with the feveral Papers that accompanied them. The Anfwer which! had given to 
Scindia’s Propolals coincided almoft exaétly and verbatim with your own Sentiments on this Occafion, 
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and would very probably have effected an earlier Termination of the Bufinefs, had not a Difcovery been 
made, during the Courfe of the Negociation, of an Incident that might have produced embarrafling 
Confequences, had not our Honour been held in higher Eftimation than that of its Machinator.— 
Chimnajee Row being preffed to admit the Ranah as a Party in the Treaty, objected to the Propofition, 
and, upon our Importunity, urged the appre) of the Demand, declaring openly, that the Ranah 
had made a feparate written Engagement with Scindia, by which the Whole of his Poffeffions were 
fecured to him.—T his clandeftine Tranfaction was even carried on in our own Camp during the Ranah’s 
Jaft Vifit here; immediately after which he withdrew to Gualior, promifing to return in Fifteen Days ; 
which he has not only evaded ever fince, but remanded his Army, and on the Whole appears totally 
unconcerned as to our Affairs. Notwithftanding thefe Infults, I] have prevailed upon’ Scindia’s Agents 
that his. prefent Dominions fhall be guaranteed by che Treaty, ipecifically including the Fortrefs of 
Gualior.—It will not however be uninterefting to you to be informed, that notwithftanding the unfair 
Precautions taken by the Ranah, the Marattas themfelves feem greatly diffatisfied with his Conduct, 
and Chimnajee gives me fome Encouragement to expect, that a Copy of his Treaty thall be delivered 
to me; a Point which I have much at Heart to gain, and which is evidently of the higheft Im- 
ortance. 

” The Treaty is at Jaft fairly made out, and is this Day tranfmitted to Scindia for his Approbation : 
To-morrow it will be returned, and, if approved, Captain Ford will be difpatched to his Camp to fee 
his Signature and Seal affixed ; after which Interview, I fhall be able to write you fully on every Poine 
of the important Charge entrufted to my Management, 

“] cannot cdnclude this Letter, without expreffing the moft hearty Satisfaction at the very eminent 
Succefs which has attended your Meafures for the Reduétion of the Benares Zemindarry. The Exe- 
cution of them has done fignal Honour to our Arms, and will moft probably for ever fecure this 
Country, and every other under our Protection, from being again made the Dupe of Faction and Am- 
bition.—I beg Leave to prefent you my warmeft Congratulations on the Occafion, and to affure you 
of the perfect Refpect and Eiteem, with which I am, &c. 

“¢ (Signed) G. MUIR.® 


Colonel Muir afterwards procured a Copy of the Agreement granted by Scindia to the Ranah, 
which he tranfmitted to me, under the Atteftation of Sewajce Ecul, one of the Maratta Chiefs, who 
bore Rank in the Army next to Scindia himfelt, and who had been chiefly employed in negociating and 
fettling the Whole of the Bufinels. 

A Tranflation of this Inftrument is in Poffeffion of the Honourable Houfe : I will not therefore fur 
ther trefpafs on their Time, than to remark, that itis of a Nature altogether inconfiftent with the Faith 
which was due to us by the Ranah, and that there is one Article in it in particular, where he endea- 
vours to reftrain the Marattas from making Peace with the Europeans, meaning thereby undoubted! 
the Englith Nation, with whom they were then at War, and whom he was bound to affift as their Ally. 
So glaring an Act of Treachery rendered the Ranah unworthy of our further Protection. 

In the Treaty which Colonel Muir had concluded with Mahajee Scindia, an Opening was by my 
Defire left for a general Pacification with all the Maratta Powers; and as I was defirous of effecting 
an Object, which the Situation of our Affairs both in India and in Europe rendered fo defireable, I 
deputed Mr, Anderfon, who was at that Time with me at Benares, with full Powers to negociate on 
Behalf of the l‘nglifh Government ; and in the Inftruétions which J gave him on his Departure, f 
inferted the Paragraph which I have before quoted, viz. “ You will of courfe be attentive to any En- 
‘«< gagements fubfifting between us and other Powers, in fettling the Terms of Peace and Alliance 
«© with the Marattas ; 1 except from this Precaution the Ranah of Gohud, who has been guilty of the 
‘s moft flagrant Breach of Faith towards us in every Initance, after a moft faithful and (crupvlous 
«© Performance of every Stipulation in his Favour by us, and after we have faved him and his Country 
“* from certain Deftruction : Leave him to fettle his own Affairs with the Marattas. Colonel Muir will 
“© give you complete Intelligence regarding the Ranah’s Conduct, and from this you will judge whe- 
« ther he is worthy of being any longer confidered as our Ally.” 

Mr. Anderfon accordingly held feveral Conferences with Colonel Muir in his Camp at Etaya, and 
received from him full Information of the Treachery of the Ranah, and of the many Inftances ip which 
he had violated his Engagements with the Englifh.—He purfued his Enquiries, after his Arrival in 
the Maratta Camp, on the only Point which could not be incontrovertibly proved from Colonel 
Muir’s own Knowledge, namely, the feparate Agreement fettled between the Ranah and the Marattas, 
and he communicated the Refult to me, in a Letter dated the agth January 1782. The Letter is long, 
and is already before the Houle, but as it contains material Intormation, I will beg Permiffion co 
read It. 
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« Extract of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 18th February 1782: 


*¢ Dear Sir, 

« Enclofed, I have the Honour to fend you a Duplicate of my Letter of the 26th Laftant. 

«© T fhall in this Letter give you as full an Account as I have been able to procure, of the prefent 
Difputes betwixt the Marattoes and the Ranah of Ghode.—-The Claims of the Marattas are as 
follow : 

s aft, They claim a Right to the Reftitution of Cutchwagar, the Territory which was conquer- 
ed from them by the united Forces of the Ranah and -the Englifh, and which, according to the 
Treaty of Colonel Muir, fhould have been reftored to the Marattas. Bow Buckfey was fent with a 
Body of Troops to colleét the Revenue of it, and in fome Parts his Aumils have been eftablithed, 
but the principal Forts have, however, continued in the Poffeffion of the Ranah. The Marattas 
demand, therefore, either the entire Surrender of thefe Forts, or a fixed Revenue, at the Rate of 
§,04,000 per Annum. 

“ad, A Tribute on Account of the Diftrict of Binde, It appears that this Claim is derived from 
the Time when that Country was in the Poffeffion of the Marattas. It was taken from them by the 
late Vizier Sujah ul Doulah, when he reduced the Countries on this Side of the Jamnah, as far as 
Janfey ; and, at the Requelt of the Ranadh, it was given by the Vizier to Buht Sing, Rajah of Badour. 
It was afterwards taken from him by Afoph ul Doulah, and givento Himmut Bahader. Again it fell 
into ‘the Poffeffion of Buht Sing, when Himmut Buhadre, alarmed at the Defigns of Moktur ul 
Doulah, fied to Nudzif Cawn, at Delhy. This Claim, therefore, is in Fact not againft the Ranah, 
but againft Buhe Sing, who ftill retains Poffeffion of the Diftriét of Binde. But the Ranah has drawn 
it upon himfelf, by affuming the Patronage of Buht Sing, and the Management of his political Jn- 
terelts, and declaring he will ftand forth in his Defence. 

«© 3d. Five Mehals of Sukerwary, which of old belonged to Nurwar and Gualier. They were af- 
terwards conquered by the Marattas, and annexed to Cudeir under Eetic Row. Some Years azo 
they were reduced by the Ranah. The Marattas are defirous of recovering thefe Five Mehauls, 
though I am not fure if they have yet formally demanded them from the Ranah. 


© Thefe Claims have for fome Time paft given Rife to a Variety of Difcuffions ; and on my Arrival 
in Camp, I found that there was a Negociation on Foot betwixt Sindia and the Ranah, which was 
conducted on the Part of the latter by Hir Pirrfhaad, Moonthey of Slwajee Eetul, The Ranah, it is 
faid, claimed the Cutchwagar Country, agreeable to the feparate Treaty which he had made with the 
Marattas ; but the Difficulty Jay in fettling the Annual Revenue. For the prefent Year, in particular, 
the Ranah claimed large Deductions on Account of the Depredations and Collections made by Bow 
Buckfey. To the Second Claim alfo the Ranah was willing to agree, but he claimed a Deduction 
on Account of the Diftriéts of Mahguwan, &&c. ; which, though they had formerly belonged to Bend, 
had for many Years paft been annexed to his own Poffeffions. For fome Days there remained a Pro- 
fpect of an Accommodation, till Sindia thought it expedient to accelerate the Negociation, by letting 
loofe his Pindarries on the Ranah’s Country. 

“© Both Parties then applied to me, as the Reprefentative of the Englifh Government. The Ranah 
cra peas generally of the bad Faith of the Marattahs, and the Intentions which they had formed 
of deviating from: the Terms of their Agreements refpecting him, as ftipulated in the Treaty of 
Colonel Muir. Sindia applied more particularly: He fent a Meffage to me by Bow Buck(ey, repre- 
fenting that Difputes had arifen betwixt him and the Ranah ; thac he had in vain endeavoured to fettle 
them by amicable Means. He had now advanced to the Borders of the Ranah’s Country, but could 
not proceed farther until he had afked my Advice, as Reprelentative of the Englifh Government, left 
his Conduct might occafion Difputes becwixt him and the Englifh, which he was extremely defirous 
of avoiding. 

“ The Anfwer which I mut ultimately give to thefe Applications was clearly pointed out in my 
“piesa but feveral Reafons induced me to defer giving any Anfwer whatfoever for a few 

ays. 

‘*¢ During my Stay at Ecaya, Colonel Muir complained much of the Conduct of the Ranah. He 
accufed him of not marching in Time, or with a fufficient Body of Troups, to his Support; of neg- 
leCting to ufe his Endeavours to procure Supplies ot Grain for the Army ; and of clandettinely nego- 
ciating and concluding a feparate Treaty with the Marattas, contrary to the Interefts of the Englifh. 
The Two former of thefe Charges depend on Faéts that come within the immediate Knowledge of 
the Colonel, and however the Ranah may attempt to juftify or extenuate them, their Reality cannot 
be doubted ; I have therefore confined myfelf in my Enquiries to the laft Charge. The Ranah, on 
finding that he was fufpected of having entered into feparate Engagements with Sindia, juftified 
himfelf by faying, that he had Colonel Muir’s Permiffion in Writing tor fo doing. Having defired 
to fee a Copy of the Colonel’s Permiffion, and alfo of the Agreement entered into by him ard the 
Marattoes on both Sides, he fent me the Copy of a Letter, faid to have been written to him by 
Colonel Muir, under Date the 27th Augutt 1781, of which the following is a Tranflation—* You 
‘+ may afford every Degree of Affiftance to Chimnajee, that in the Manner that I have ftipulated 
“18 Days on the Subject of Peace, 1 am hopeful that it will certainly take Place in that Period 

ee according 


f 74 ] 


“ according to what I have written: Affurg him alfo that in that Space of—will make no Attack, 
“© nor commit no Kind of Hoftilities, on Condition that none are committed by the oppofite a 
“ You muft alfo obtain fome Affurance on this Head from them; and if the Pattele pleafes, let 
“ Writings be mutually given on this Subye€t: Alfo in this Space no Troops will march acrols 
“ the Jemna.” 

‘The Ranah faid, that, be copld oot fend.the Two other Papers as required, left they might be 
intercepted on the Road; afterwards, on my appearing {till unfatisfied, he fent me the Copy of a 
Letter which he wrate to Sindia in Confequence of the above Permiffion, the Tranflation of it is as 
follows :—** Chimnajee formerly went from this, and will inform you of all the Particulars of Peace 
‘© and Friendfhip hetwixt you and the Englith ; In 18 Days Peace will be eftablifhed between you and 
“6 the Englith, and if any Deviation foul take Place in what has been ‘fettled, I will join with you. 
“© Dated Badoon Sood Khyafs, Sumbet' 1898.” This Letter was written, he faid, to prevent the 
Marattoes from breaking up the.Conference: He maintained that he had executed no other Engage- 
a whatever, and celired that if Sindia alledged the contrary, he might be required to pro- 

uce If. 

‘© Having obtained fo little Infight into the real Conduct of the Ranah through this Channel, I re- 
folved to try what I could procure through the Means of the Marattoes; and I was the more in- 
clined to make an Enquiry of this Kind, becaufe I muft in the End decline any Interference in 
their Difputes; and as this mutt appear a Conceffion to them, I was defirous that it fhould not be 
confidered as the Effect of a temporary Policy, or of too eafy a Difpofition in us, but as the Refule 
of-well-grounded Sufpicions, or perhaps a clear Detection of the Perfidy of our late Ally, which 
no longer made it neceffary for us to affert his Rights. 

“« Accordingly, when I received Sindia’s Meffage, | replied, that the Difputes which were going on 
between him and the Ranah could not have efcaped my Ears; but that I had hitherto paid no At- 
tention to them, and might never have appeared to know any Thing of them, if he had not firft 
broached the Subjeét. That, confidering the Ranah as one who was connected in Alliance with the 
Company, it might have been my Duty to affert his Rights, according to the Treaty of Colgnel 
Muir, but that fome Suspicions which were entertained of his Faith had induced me to remain filent ; 
that Sufpicions alone, however, could not be oppofed to folemm Treaties ; and as thele Sufpicions 
were founded on Tranfattions faid to have paffed betwixt the Marattas previous to the Treaty of 
Col, Muir, they only could know with Certainty how far they were juft or not; and that I wifhed 
therefore that they would fhew me fome authentic Proofs of the Ranah’s Treachery towards the 
Englith Government, before I returned any Anfwer to Scindia’s Meffage. 

Inthe Courfe of the Two following Days Bow Buckfey informed me, by Defire of Sindia, that 
previous to our-delivering over the Fort of Gualier, a Treaty was in Agitation betwixt him and the 
Ranah, through the Means of Gungudir, but that the Negociation was afterwards broken off — 
That fome Months before the Date of Colonel Muir’s Treaty, Chimnajie and Germajee were fent to 
the Ranab, and a Second Negociation took place, The Ranah drew out and fent a Form of an 
Engagement, which he wifhed to obtain for his owa Satisfaction and Security, and verbally promifed, 
that if Sindia would return it to him executed, he would diftrefs the Englifh Detachment, by cutting 
off their Supplies of Grain, and give them every Moleftation in his Power in their March baek to- 
wards the Jumna, That Sindia accordingly fent to the Ranah a Paper under his Seal and Signature, 
in which the Articles, as propofed by the Ranah, were tranfcribed, and under each of them fhort Sen- 
tences were written, either marking his Approbation, or exprefling the Alterations or Conditions 
which he thought neceflary , and that foon after the Negociation took place with Colonel Muir. 

“Tt appeared from this Reprefentation, that no Agreement wharever had been executed by the 
Ranah; aod on my expreffing my Surprize at the feeming Inconfiftency of this Circumftance, it was 
obierved, thar she Articles of Agreement were all in Favour of the Ranah, and that Sindia bein 
much fuperior to the Ranah, and requiring sothing from him, did not think it neceflary to exa 
any Writing—The only Proof which Bow Buchey could bring me of the Reality of the Agree- 
ment, were 

‘6 7ft. A Paper not figned or fealed, but faid to be the original Paper of Articles fent by the Ranah : 
A Tranflation of thefe Articles, and the Anfwers, accompanies this ‘Letter. It cofrefponds with 
the Paper formerly fent by Colonel Muir in every Thing, but the Arrangement of the Articles and 
Anfwers; a Difference which may be eafily accounted for, from the crofs Manner iff which it was 
written, 

“sod. Ap original Letter from the Ranah to Bow Buckfey, dated Cuttach Suddajeh, in which he 
complains of the Bow for entering the Diftriét of Cutchwagar, contrary to the Agreement which had 
paffed betwixt him and Sindia, through the Mediation of Sewagee Ectul. 

“« Thefe were all the written Proots that the Marattas could produce tome. They alledged, that 
the Nature of the Agreement, which was executed only on One Side, could not admit of more, and 
that a confiderable Difficulty had arifen in clearing up the Matter by circumétantial Evidence, as the 
Negociation had been managed by Sewajee Eétul, and the Servants Chimnajee and Girmaiee, who 
had fince efpoufed the Ranah’s Caufe, and were on that Account at fome Degree of Variance with 
Sindia, Though thefe Proofs fall fhort of what might have been expected, I have fcarcely a Doubt 
in my own Mind that a Negociation took place between the Ranah and the Marattas, previous to the 
Treaty of Colonel Muir, and I even believe that he received a feparate Agreement from Sindia, 
though it is plain that a Counterpart was not executed by him. Ic feems probable that Sindia’s 
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Diftreffes led him haftily to grant this Agreement; and that a Profpect opening foon after of a 
Peace with the Colonel, he entered as haftily into it, without concluding effectually his Meafures with 
the Ranah, fatisfied perhaps with only that Letter, which the Ranah himfelf acknowledges to have 
written to him, and which is quoted in the Courfe of this Addrefs. 

«© The Ranah has indireétly alledged, though I know not with what Sincerity, that on my Requi- 
fition he would deliver up the Forts of Lukar, &c. and fettle the Revenues of Binde. If fuch a 
Requifition were made, he might claim our Interference in fettling all his Difputes. If the Ranah 
was fincerely defirous of fulfilling this Part of the Treaty, he is doubrlefs informed of the Articles, 
and might do it of himfelf, without any Requifition, but I believe he has made no fuch Propofals to 
the Marattas; and though fome of their Pretenfions are ill-founded, yet, whilft the Ranah maintains 
Poffeffion of the Forts, they have a juft Right, according to the late Treaty, to ufe hoftile Meafures 
againft him. The Ranah may deferve to fuffer for his Conduct towards us, yet, in a Political 
Light, as his Territories form a ftrong Barrier to our own, it feems not our Intereft that he fhould 
be entirely deftroyed, but this is an Event of which he appears to have no Apprehenfion, except 
from the Interference of the Englifh, his Territories may be overerun, and laid Wafte, by fuperior 
Numbers, but fecure in his Forts, he may bid Defiance to the whole Force of the Maratta’s Empire 
for a Period of Years; and whenever Neceffity compels them to withdraw their Armies, he may 
eafily recover all the open Country. The Marattas themfelves, though they affect a high Language, 
and have even fent for forhe battering Cannon from the Fort of Bellah, are, I believe, fully fenfible 
of their Inability to reduce the Ranah, or make a permanent Conqueft of any Part of his Terri- 
tories. Both are apprebenfive of the Interference of the Englifh, and both gave out that they ex- 
pected our Aid, There is nothing fo arduous which they think may not be atchieved by us; and 
it was recommended to Sindia, by fome of his Counfellors, to afk our Affiftance in the Reduction 
of Gualier, But no Propofition of this Kind has been as yet made to me. 

“© The Anfwers which I have given are fuch as leave us in a perfect State of Neutrality. To the 
Ranah I have declined interfering in his Behalf, becaufe I have no Authority from you; and be- 
caufe, from apparent Circumsftances, his Difputes with the Marattas are grounded on Agreements 
with them foreign to the Treaty with Colonel Muir; and to Sindia I have declined giving any 
Advice, becaufe, though he has afforded Grounds to {ufpect that the Ranah has acted improperly 
towards us, yet the Proofs he has produced are not fuch as could jultify me in taking a decided 
Line, without the Orders of my Superiors; and, in the mean Time, I have declared to both, that 
I muft leave them to fettle their Difputes betwixt themfelves. 

“ The fubftantial Part of thefe Anfwers 1s framed exactly according to the Letter of your Orders ; 
and the Reafons which I have affigned will, I hope, meet with your Approbation—they are calcu- 
lated both to imprefs the Ranah and Sindia with a juft Senfe of our Public Faith, fince they evidently 
imply that Uncertainty alone induces us to ftand neuter; and that a more clear Conviction of the 
Ranah’s Fidelity or Perfidy would have biaffed us to take an active Part either for or again{t him. 

‘© Although War has actually commenced, yet the Negociations betwixt Sindia and the Ranah are 
{till going forward ; and it feems not improbable, that in a fhort Period the Whole of their Difputes 
may be accommodated. 

Tam, &c. 
‘¢ Sindia’s Camp, on the Banks of (Signed) DD, ANDERSON,” 
the Purbutty, Four Cofs from 
Niniar, 29 January 1782.” 


This Letter was laid before the Board on the 18th February 1782, and as we confidered that the 
Ranah had forfeited all Claim to our Protection, the Board and myfelf for a long Time thought it 
unneceffary to give Mr. Anderfon any further Inftructions on the Subje¢t: And in the mean Time 
the Marattas continued to purfue, with flow but gradual Operations, the War which they had com- 
menced againft the Ranah, I will here fummarily repeat the Reafons which determined my Conduct 
on this Occafion. 

The Ranah had broken his Treaty with us in all the following Inftances: 

He had not paid the Subfiftence of the Troops fent to his Affiftance, either regularly or compleatly, 
and in this had broken the 2d Article of the Treaty. 

He had not accounted for the Company’s Share of the Revenue of the Cutchwagar Country, ac- 
cording to the 4th Article of his Treaty. 

’ He had not complied with the Requifition of the Englifh Government for 10,000 Horfe, and had 
thereby broken the sth Article of his Trety. 

He had aéted in a Manner very inconfiftent with his Alliance with us, not only in not affifting 
our Troops in procuring, but even in ufing his Endeavours to prevent their procuring, Supplies of 
Grain and Provifions. 

Fle had treacheroufly entered into an Agreement with our Enemies, which was in its Nature hoftile 
to us, who were at that Time his Allies. 

Thefe Reafons were furely fufficient to diveft the Ranah from having any Claim to be confidered 
by the Englifh as an Ally whom they ought to protect. But there is another Reafon why the Ranah, 
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even if he had not been guilty of all thefe Infidelities, had no Right to claim our Support in the War 
which broke out betwixt him and the Marattas ; for the Honourable Houfe will obferve, the princi- 
pal Caufe of that War was, a Difpute relative to Lands which the Ranah held in confequence of his 
feparate Agreement with the Marattas, and in Contradiction to the Treaty which Colonel Mutr*had 
fettled with them on Behalf of the Englith Government ; wherein it was ftipulated, that thefe Lands 
fhould be given up to them, Surely the Ranah could not expeét us to fupport him in keeping Pof- 
feflion of Lands to which he poffeffed no Right, except what was founded on an Aét of Treachery 
towards ourfelves ; and furely we could not give him fuch Support, without breaking our Treaty 
with the Marattas, One of the Articles of which was, that thefe Lands fhould be reftored to them. 

I entreat the Forgivenefs of the Houfe, for thus intruding on their Time fo long a Detail: The Im- 
portance of the Accufation rendered it neceffary, and I prefume that they will rather wonder at the 
Patience with which I bore this long Scene of Perfidy and Treachery, tending to fruftrate all the 
Schemes I had projected for the Advancement of the Safety, Intereft, and Glory of the Britifh Na- 
tion from that Quarter, than think me blameable in thus leaving our faithlefs Ally to fettle his own 
Affairs with the Marattas. I have now only a few Words more to offer on the Subject of this 
Charge. 

Several Animadverfions are paffed in it, on the Condué which I obferved towards the Ranah, in 
the Endeavours which were afterwards uled to mediate a Peace betwixt him and Mahajee Sindia. 
For an Account of this Tranfaction, I beg Leave to quote the Words of the Letter from the Governor 
General and Council to the Court of Direétors, dated 20th Oétober 1783. ** Independent of any 
* View to the Acquifition of Territory, Mahajee Sindia has manifefted great Perfonal Enmity again{t 
** the Ranah of Gohud. A Vackeel from the Ranah arrived here in April Jaft, with Propofals for 
“ the Interpofition and Guarantee of this'Government, to effect and fecure a Peace between bim and 
© Sindia. Although the Ranah had forfeited every Claim to our Support and Good-will by the Treachery 
“* of bis former Condué?, yet on Principles of Policy and Humanity we recommended it to Mr. An- 
*€ derfon to ufe his Interpofition if Sindia was likely to be influenced by ir, to grant him a Peace. 
«© Mr. Anderfon however met with no Succefs in his Attempts to urge fuch a Wifh : Before the Fall of 
* Gualior, and prior to that Event, his Brother writes, that Sindia had declared his Intention to profecute 
‘ the War to the Extermination of the Ranah, affigning asa Reafon, that he had broke his Faith fo 
© often, that he was not to be trutted. We thought this a fic Occafion te exprefs our Interpofition 
‘© more directly to Sindia, and therefore directed Mr. Anderfon to apply to him in our Name, re- 
“«< quefting that he would carry his Refentment no farther againft the Ranah, in which Cafe we 
© would become Guarantee for the Ranah’s faithful Obfervance of any Agreement, which might be 
“© concluded between them.” 

In the Form and Manner in which this Part of the Charge is drawn, it feems to be the Endea- 
vour of my Accufer to imprefs the Mind with an Idea that no Efforts were ufed by the Englith 
Government in Favour of the Ranah until his Affairs were defperate, and until {uch Efforts, if they 
had proved fuccefsful, muft have been of no Avail, being deferred till after the Reduction of 
Gualior: This I deny. The Firft Letter that was written to Mr. Anderfon to found the Senti- 
ments of Sindia, and offer our Mediation, was dated the 21{t April 1783, and Gualior was not 
reduced till the gift July 1783. Mr. Anderfon made an Attempt to urge our Wifhes to Sindia 
very foon after the Receipt of our Letter, but it met with no Succefs, The Attempt feemed to 
give Sindia a Degree of Jealoufy which Mr. Anderfon had been cautioned to avoid; and the 
Means which he ufed to remove it, when he found that there was no Prospect of our Mediation 
being accepted, was by affecting to treat the Subject with an Appearance of Indifference, The 
Houfe will obferve with what Ingenuity the Expreffions ufed by Mr. Anderfon on that Occafion are 
quoted as my Sentiments, They will alfo obferve with what Ingenuity, on another Occafion, the 
Language ufed by Mr. Anderfon in combating an Application of the Marattas for our Affiftance 
againft the Ranah is converted, in the Charge, into Arguments for defending the Ranah againft 
them. 

From the Time that Mr. Anderfon received the Board’s Orders of the 21ft of April 1783, I 
believe he watched every Opportunity of offering our Mediation in Favour of the Ranah ; and 
afterwards when he received my Inftructions of the 24th September 1783, he held frequent Con- 
ferences on the Subject with Sindia’s Minifters, which, however, were attended with no Effect. 
But as I truft that I have proved that, after fo many Acts of Treachery, and Violations of Faith, 
we were not bound in Juftice to fupport or protect the Ranah; it would be a ufelefs Wafte of the 
Time of the Honourable Houfe to enter more minutely intoa Difcuffion of the Meafures which 
were taken in his Behalf. What could be done in the Way of friendly Mediation was done. We 
did not proceed any further.- And I imagine it will be fufficient to recall to the Recollection of the 
Houfe the State to which the Campany’s Affairs were reduced by the late War, to fhew that it 
would not have been juftifiable ine Englifh Government, from mere Motives of a limited Poli- 
cy, to have ventured the Renewal of Hoftilities with the Marattas, for the Sake of protecting a 
Man who, during his Alliance with the Company, had broken every Article of his Treaty, and at Jaft 
facrificed us and our Intereft to a treacherous Alliance with our Enemies, 
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| Anfwer to the F ifteenth Charge. 





R E V E N UE S. 


| AM charged with having harraffed and afflited the Inhabitants of the Provinces, by frequent 
Changes in the Syftem of Adminiftration of the Revenues, contrary to my own declared Opinion, 
that Innovations were always attended with Difficulty and Inconveniencies. 

General Principles in Theory often require Deviations in Practice: An Alteration in the Syftem 
of managing the Finances of a Kingdom is no Crime; Property is not transferred by it. That 
Changes have been made in Bengal, is admitted; but that the Natives have been harrafied and 
afflicted by them, remains to be proved—I pofitively deny the Affertion. 

When I arrived in Bengal, the Revenues were under the Management of Collectors or Supervifors, 
who were fubordinate to Twa Councils, One at Moorfhedabad and One at Patna; and thefe Coun- 
cils were under the fuperior Adminiftration of Fort William. With the Concurrence of my Council, 
I appointed a Committee of Circuit to form the Settlement of the Revenues, confifting of Three 
Members of the Government, and myfelf. The Propriety of the Meafure requires no Proof. It was 
merely a temporary Commiffion, and terminated in a few Months, when the Object of it was accom- 
plithed. I prefided at the Committee for a fhort Time only, and left it at Moorfhedabad. The 
Collectors remained in their refpective Diftricts, as before the Inftitution of this Committee, until 
November 1773, when they were recalled, and Provincial Councils eftablifhed, profeffedly, at the 
Time of their Inftitution, as merely temporary, and as preparatory only to that Syftem which I adopted 
in 1781. This is proved by the Board’s Minute in November 1773. 

I am free to acknowledge, that after the Eftablifhment of the Supreme Council, of which I had 
no Idea in November 1773, I did deliver it as my Opinion upon Record, and in an Addrefs to the 
Court of Directors, that the Syftem of the Provincial Councils was the beft that could have been 
adopted. Is it to be imputed to me as a Crime, that at a fubfequent Period, upon the factious 
Difputes that divided each Council, and the declining State of the Revenues, I altered that Opinion, 
and reverted to the Syftem, or nearly to the Sy{tem, I] recommended in 1773 ? 

I will not take up the Time of this Honourable Houle, by repeating my Minutes recorded in the 
Year 1775, on the Subject of my Banyan’s Farms, it 1s now become obfolete ; I affirm that I had no 
Intereft whatever in the Tranfactions, and 1 really believe he loft very confiderably by his Farms, 
which, in common with others, were let at too high a Rent. 

The Second Charge is, for having fubftituted my own Inftruments to be the Managers and Col- 
lectors of the Public Revenue; that in fo doing | acted illegally, having no Power to delegate the 
Truft and Duty committed to me and the Council for ordering and managing the Revenues, 

Surely this is a mere Abufe of Words, and a Perverfion of the true Meaning and Intent of the 
Act referred to. Every Member of this Honourable Houfe knows the Impracticability of fuperin- 
tending the Revenues of Bengal without delegatory Authority to inferior Agents for that Purpofe. 
Had not the Provincial Councils, who exifted long after the faid Act, the Power of making the 
Settlements and collecting the Revenues ? and did not they order, manage, and govern the Revenues 
under them, by virtue of the Power delegated to them? Was not this known to my Accufer himfelf, 
and did he ever objed to it ? 

The Powers delegated to the Committee of Revenue were certainly greater than had ever before 
been entrufted to any {ubordinate Department of the State, and they were neceffary, becaufe their 
Controul was more extenfive ; but let it be added, that they were placed beyond Temptation, by the 
Liberality of the Commiffion allowed them; and reftricted from improper pecuniary Advantages, 
by an Oath which each Member was bound to take. And who has ventured to accufe them of any 
Infringement of it? ? 

The Members of the Committee were not my Inftruments; their Charadters place them beyond the 
Sufpicion of an improper Bias towards me, were it {yppofed poffible for me to have been aétuated by 
an interefted or an unworthy Motive in forming the Syftem of 1781. 

Mr. Anderfon, the Prefident, and Mr." Shore, the acting Prefident of the Committee in Mr. Ander- 
fon’s Abfence, have received the moft flattering Marks of the Approbation of the Court of Directors 
and the Board of Controul, I had no Knowledge of either of thefe Gentlemen, until their Official 
Merits recommended them to my Notice. Mr. Shore, of whofe Merits I cannot fay too much, Bh 
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for Years in Habits of Intimacy and daily Intercourfe with Mr. Francis, The other Members, Mr, 
Charteris and Mr. Evelyn, were Men of Ability and of irreproachable Characters, but totally uncon- 
nected with me. 

The Committee were no: empqwered to act independant of the Supreme Council. They tranfacted 
the current Bufinefs withqut a Reference, ‘tue eetrgordarary Matters athey-weére obliged to report. 
Their Proceedings were regularly laid before the Council Monthly ; no Concealment was intended or 
practifed By fixing the Station of Committee of the Revenue to Calcutta immediately under 
the Obfervation of the Board, the Zemindars, Farmers, or their Deputies, who had Bufinefs with 
the Committee in Calcutta, could make--thei--Refercaces or Complaints co any Member of the 
Council. 

The Inability of the Provincial Councils, from the Decline of the Revenues, was a fufficient Reafon 
for abolifhing them. The Supreme Council were not adequate to the Detail of the Revenues; and 
] affirm, after the moft mature Dehberatioa, that the Fitablifhtgent of the Commucee of Revenue 
was indifpenfably neceffary. 

It is in Proof before this Honourable Houfe, that the Revenues have confiderably encreafed under 
the Management of the Committee of Revenue. The Plan was formed in 1781. My Conftituents 
never did exprefs the fmalleft Difapprobation of it, though in the’ following ‘I'wo Years many of my 
Ads, unfortunately, drew from them Letters of Difapprobation ; and I have had the Happinefs af 
hearing, that before this Honovrable Houfe and the Houfe of Lords, the learned Counfel employed 
by my Conftituents to defend their Rights were inftruéted to do Jultice to my Zeal, effectually 
difplayed in the Improvement of the Revenues, when the Exiftence of the Britifh Empire in India 
depended upon our Refourcesin Bengal. =, 

L refer this Honourable Houfe to authentic Documents upon their Table, tranfmitted from Bengal 
fince my Refignation of the Service; thefe will prove how confiderably the Revenues have encrealed 
fince the Inftitution of the Committee of the Revenue, 
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Anfwer to the Sixteenth Charge. 





MISDEMEANORS IN OUDE. 


[ SHALL make few Obfervations upon this Charge, although it contains no fefs than Ninety 
five Articles. This Honourable Houle is already in Poffeffion of Volumes that have been written 
upon the Subject of Oude ; to thofe 1 fhall refer, not only for my complete Juftification from every 
Article of this Charge, but for more than my Juftification. I am confident that I fhall receive 
the Approbation of this Hanourable Houfe, and of my Country, for my Conduct towards the Na- 
bob Vizier, who has faithfully and honourably performed every Stipulation of our Agreement. I 
have already had the Honour to receive the Approbation of the Court of Directors, and the Board 
of Controul, for all my Proceedings in Oude.—The Company’s Debt, which was once fo confider- 
able, and univerfally pronounced irrecoverable, amounting, when I Jeft Calcutta in February 1784 
to proceed to Lucknow, to above Twelve hundred thoufand Pounds, is now completely liquidated, 
The Country, which was in a State of univerfal Confufion and Diftrefs, now wears the Face of 
Plenty and Higpinetisctt is incumbent upon me, however, to prove to this Honourable Houfe, 
that I was not the Author of thofe Meafures, which I am as free as any Man to acknowledge did 
bring great Diftrefs upon the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier ; and it is further incumbent upon me 
to prove, that I took the earlieft Opportunity of applying an effectual Remedy to thofe Evils, 

The Treaty which I concluded with the late Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah in September 1773, did 
not contain a fingle Article which incroached upon his Rights as a Sovereign and Independant 
Prince, nor was the {malleft Attempt made by me to deviate from the Terms of that Treaty. The 
Refident, Mr. Middleton, whom 1 appointed to his Court, with the Permiffion of my Council, 
never interfered in the Management of his Dominions, he was merely the Channel of Political Com- 
munication from me to the Vizier; and the ftrongeft Remonftrances which I ever inftructed him to 
make to his Excellency, were thofe which I have read to this Honourable Houfe upon the Subject 
of his Treatment of the Wife and Children of Haffez Rhamet and his Rohilla Prifoners. Sujah 
ul Dowlah died in February 1775, when I had not the {malleft Degree of Power or Authority in 
the Government of Bengal;—*but my Opinion is upon Record, that the Treaty which I concluded 
in 1773 with Sujah ul Dowlah, ought to have continued in Force with his Son and Succeffor, the 
prefent Vizier: The Majority, General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, were of a dif- 
ferent Opinion ;—they determined that the Treaty was no longer binding upon us, and they framed 
a new one, the Merit of which, as they informed the Court of Directors, with great Truth, was 
folely and exclufively their own. By this Treaty the Sovereignty of Benares and Ghazipore were 
transferred to the Ealt India Company, and the Subfidy for the Pay of our Brigade was railed from 
Two Lacks and Ten, to Two Lacks and Sixty thoufand Rupeesa Month. The Court of DireGors 
were of Opinion, with me, that the Treaty concluded with Sujah ul Dowlah in 1773, ought to have 
remained in Force on his Son’s Succeffion, but they warmly approved of the Conduct of the Majority, 
in procuring fuch advantageous Stipulations for the Company, in the Treaty concluded with the pre- 
fent Nabob Vizier, I uniformly afferted, that thefe Conceflions would be a Source of infinite Diftrefs 
to the Nabob, and that they were obtained by a Breach of Faith. I beg Leave to quote the following 
Paffage from the 5th Report of the Secret Committee of this Honourable Houfe: * It is however 
‘© to be obferved, that the Governor General, in his Remarks upon thefe beneficial Reprefentations, 
‘© perfifted in his prophetic Apprehenfions, that the Conditions of the Treaty could never be ful. 
“© filled, neither did he think it honourable to have forced from the Nabob Conceffions inconliftent 
“© with their former Treaties, to which the Neceffity of his Situation alone compelled him, however 
“ unwillingly, to fubmit.” 

The Country of Oude was, I believe, upon the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah, in a flourifhing Con- 
dition as to Culture, Commerce, and Population—The fame Oblervation would apply to his newly- 
acquired Dominions in Rohilcund, the Douab, Corah, Curah, and Allahabad—His Troops, at the 
Time of his Deceafe, were in general Twelve Months in Arrears, and a confiderable Balance was due 
to the Eaft India Company.— {he Treafures of which Sujah ul Dowlah died poffeffed, and which, in 
the Opinion of Colonel Monfon and Mr. Francis, ought to have been applied to the Dilcharge of 
the Debts of the State, were in the Poffeffion of ‘the Bhow Begum, the Widow of Sujah ul Dowlah. 
e~The young Nabob was Surrounded with Difficulties ; the Troops mutinous tor Want of Pay, 
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hts Relations, and the Miniflers of his Father, difaffeted to hin—His Life was repeatedly attempted , 
more than once it was preferved by his own Refalution and Prefence of Mind, and the Country 
kept in Subjection by the Prefence of a Britith Army.—The Treaty was concluded by Mr. Briftow 
in May 1775, without Difficulty.—The Alternative was this, that we fhould abandon his Country 
and his Concerns altogether, unlefs he came immediately into our Terms.—The Diftreffes of the 
Nabob continued, and the Country declined in Culture, Population, and Commerce, from the Period 
of our avowed Interference in his Adminiftration. 

In the Month of December 1775, the Nabob applied to us, through Mr. Briftow, to affitt him 
with a Number of Britifh Officers to command his Troops—His Requeft was complied with, and 
this brought additional Diftrefs upon his Affairs: Many of the Corps thus commanded feized and 
confined their Officers; and many Months elapfed before Order and Tranquillity were in any De. 
gree reftored, by the Difmiffion of large Bodies of Troops, whofe mutinous Behaviour repeatedly 
endangered the Life of their Sovereign, Murteza Cawn, the Nabob’s Minifter, was murdered by 
Cojee Buffaun, an Eunuch, and one of Sujah Dowlah’s beft and moft favoured Officers—This 
Eunuch was himlelf cut to Pieces, in attempting to force through the Guards which furrounded the 
Nabob’s Perfon, with a Determination to affaffinate his Sovereign with his own Hand.—Mr, Briftow’s 
Correfpondence with the Supreme Council, in the Years 1775 and 1776, will fufficiently fhew the 
confufed and difordered State of the Province of Oude during thofe Periods, and the Diftreffes to 
which the Nabob Vizier himfelf was Perfonally fubjeét ; but I repeat, that I am not refponfible in 
the flighteft Degree for the Eftablifhment of that Syftem which caufed thofe Diftreffes; I difap- 
proved it; I foretold the Confequences of it.-Colone! Monfon died on the 28th of September 1776: 
From that Period only am 1 accountable for any Act of the Government of Bengal, under the 
Adminiftration eftablifhed by the Regulating Aéct of 1773. 

Mr. Briftow was recalled, and Mr. Middleton fucceeded him as Refident in Oude, early 
in the Year 1777. A very heavy Debt was then due from his Excellency to the Company; for 
its Liquidation, for the Pay of the regular Brigade ftationed at Futtyghur, of the Nabob’s Troops 
commanded by Britifh Officers, and of the various Eftablifhments which had been formed in Oude, 
Tuncaws, or Affignments, were granted upon feveral Diftriéts in the Vizier’s Dominions. My Firft 
Meafure relative to Oude, was, to propofe that the Troops of the Nabob Vizier, which were com- 
manded by Britifh Officers, fhould be put upon a fimilar Eftablifhment with our own Troops, or that 
they fhould be withdrawn altogether. This was no Encroachment upon the Rights of the Nabob, 
The Appointment of Brititfh Officers to Command his Troops was a moft pernicious Mealure to our 
Service in general. The Advantages were avowedly greatly fuperior to any that were enjoyed by 
Officers of the fame Ranks in the Company’s Service, and of courfe fuch an Eftablifhment created 
very great Difguit amongft thofe Officers who ferved in our own Army. The Nabob confented to a 
Reduction of this Eftablifhment, and the Temporary Brigade, as it was called, was formed upon the 
fame Plan with our Army, the Regiments to take their Tour of Duty in our own Provinces, and to 
be relieved equally with all the Regiments in our Service. The Cavalry were to be upon the fame 
Footing. The Nabob applied to me, and defired my Confent to the Formation of a Corps to be 
Commanced by Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, for the Service of the Collections; and another by Major 
Ofborne, for the Defence of his Frontiers, which had hitherto been in a State of aétual Revolt... “hh 
recommen.iing forme of thefe Eftablifhments, and confenting to others, I encroached upon no Rights 
which the late Majority had Jeft to the Nabob, but I affirm that thefe Eftablifhments appeared ne- 
ceflary to his Excellency, and | exerted no improper Influence im order to perfuade him to adope 
them. They were formed the latter End of the Year 1777, and carried into Effect early in the Year 
1778. 

In the Month of May 17978 ic was deemed neceffary to form a Detachment for the Affiftance 
and Support of the Company’s Interefts on che Welt of India, and in the Month of July 1778 we 
received the Firlt Intelligence of the War with France. Accounts had much earlier been received 
by me, from the moft refpectable Authority, of the Defigns formed by the French againft our 
Poffeffions in India. In the following Year, 1779, we received very heavy Complaints from the 
Nabob Vizier of the ruinous State of his Country, and of the Diftrefs which the Eftablifhment of 
Britifh Troops in Oude had brought upon him. I am convinced that thefe Reprefentations were 
founded in Truth ; but was it in my Power to yield him effectual Relief at that Time ? was I to fufpend 
the Company’s Claims for the Arrear due from him? or could the Company, then engaged in a 
War with France and with the Marattas, agree at a Moment’s Notice to difband Nine Regiments of dif- 
ciplined Sepoys, and Three Regiments of Cavalry ; or could the Company’s Finances have borne the 
Burthen of this Eftablifhment? or had the Nabob Vizier at that precife Moment any Force of his 
own to repel an Invafion of the Marattas, if they had entered his Country ? The Nabob ftated in 
his Letter to me, that the fame Evils which he then experienced, he had ftruggled with for Three 
Years paft; that is, from the firft Adoption of a Syftem in which I had no Concern. In confequence 
of my Reprefentations to the Nabob, he granted Affignments for the Year 1779, in the fame Man- 
ner as he had done each Year fince the Death of the late Vizier. In the Year i780 the Nabob 
Vizier again reprefented to the Council the diftrefled State of his Country, and urged his Requeft 
that the Temporary Brigade might be recalled. I defire this Honourable Houfe,to refle&t for One 
Moment upon our Situation at that Period. The Nabob was made, but not by me, in a great De- 
grce the Vaffal of the Company ; his own Army was not adequate to the Defeagt of his Dominions 


without our Affiftance ; and the Britifh Empire in India, in the Year 1780, Was in fo precarious a 
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State that I fhould have been a Traitor to my Country, if I had confented to the difbanding of 
any Part of the Troops neceflary to our mutual Interefts ; for the Nabob Vizier was embarked in 
a common Caufe with us. 

In the following Year, 1781, I metthe Nabob Vizier at Chunar.—His Debt to the Company was 
atthat Time very confiderable, and I was fully convinced of his Inability to liquidate the Arrear due, 
and to difcharge the current Demands upon him.—I agreed, therefore, to recall the temporary Brigade 
altogether, and to leave him with no other Britifh Troops in his Dominions, except the regular Bri- 
gade ftationed at Cawnpore, a Regiment of Sepoys at Lucknow, and fuch other Corps as he him- 
felf fhould exprefsly require fram us.—I defire to remark to this Honourable Houfe, that at the 
Period this Agreement was concluded, every Apprehenfion of an Invafion of Oude by the Marattas 
was at an Iind,—-We had obtained many fignal Advantages in the War with that State, and I did not 
entertain a Doubt of the Conclufion of the feparate Treaty with Madajee Scindia, which was figned a 
few Days after my Agreement with the Vizier. When I refufed, on the 15th December 1779, to 
withdraw thefe Troops from the Nabob’s Dominions, our Situation was entirely different; and I am 
morally certain, that the Commander in Chief would moft ftrenuoufly have oppofed fuch a Propo- 
fition, fin¢e ic was his Object to fecure, by every Means in his Power, the Province of Oude 
againft an Attack, and to act offenfively from that Quarter, as the Means of bringing about a Peace 
with the Marattas. : 

I never departed, I confidently affirm, in the flighteft Inftance from the Letter or the Spirit of the 
Treaty which I concluded with the Nabob at Chunar. 

The Cavalry, the Temporary Brigade, and Colonel Hannay’s Troops, were recalled. I never 
propofed their Re-eftablifhment, nor would I have agreed to fuch a Mealure, but at the Nabob’s 
earneft Requeft. Mr. Middleton and Mr, Johnfon, in December 1781, made ftrong Reprefenta- 
tions to me of the difordered State of the Nabob’s Government, from its Participation in the Confe- 
quences of the Benares Infurrection, and the violent Oppofition fupported by the Influence and 
Refources of the Begums. In confequence of their Reprefentations, | propoled that a Detachment 
of Four Regiments, with a fuitable Train of Artillery, under the Command of Sir John Cumming, 
fhould be ftationed at Lucknow during the unfettled State of the Government; but upon a Repre- 
fentation from the Refident, that fuch a Meafure would not meet the Nabob’s Concurrence, who 
was entitled to demand Succour, upon an Emergency, from the regular Brigade at Cawnpore, I 
countermanded the March of this Detachment; and I deny that J ever entertained an Idea of fend- 
ing a fingle Sepoy into the Nabob’s Dominions without his Confent. My Accufer very ftrangely 
confounds my Orders for the March of a Detachment of the 24th December 1781, which never 
entered the Nabob’s Dominions, with a Refolution of Government taken in the latter End of the 
Year 1782, in Confequence of a Requeft fromthe Nabob himfelf, tranfmitted to us through Mr. 
Brifttow, that we would ftation a Detachment of Five Regiments of Sepoys at Futtyghur ; and we 
did fo, This is the Detachment at prefent ftationed there, whofe Services I thought the Nabub did 
not want; and this Honourable Houfe is in Poffeffion of the Orders of the Court of Directors which 
confirm every Part of my Agreement with his Excellency. I therefore again molt folemnly affirm, that 
I have never deviated in the fmalleft Degree from my Engagements with his Excellency. I appeal to 
all his Letters, and to the Sentiments of every Man now in England, who has ferved in Oude, to 
jultify me againft fo unmerited a Calumny as this Charge would fix upon me. 

I am accufed of caufing the Treafury Accounts of Calcutta to be fcrutinized, in order to difcover 
One Demand of £.260,000, and a Second of f£.140,000, by which the Nabob and his Minifter 
were fo terrified and confounded, that the former defired the Refident might at once take his Coun- 
try, fince Juftice was out of the Queition. 

How fhall | reply to fuch a Charge, preferving at the fame Time the Refpeé& which is due to this 
Honourable Houle? If, upon adjufting the Annual Accounts in Calcutta, our Accountant General 
difcovered a Balance of £.400,000 in Favour of the Company—was it not my Duty to ftate the 
Claim? The Juftice of it the Nabob did not difpute: He allowed the Claim, but ftated One 
which he had againft the Company; this the Refident could not allow without Authority, and upon 
this Demur, his Excellency made ufe of the Language quoted by my Accufer as a Charge againft 
me. Let me here repeat, that thefe Claims, and all others, are fully liquidated, and that in the Month 
of September laft, the Nabob did not owe the Company a Shilling. 

I neither meant to add to the Confufion, Perplexity, or Diftrefs of the Nabob, by fending my 
Secretary Major Palmer to his Excellency: The Deputation has been attended with the moft fortu- 
nate Confequences both to the Nabob, and the Eafl India Company, I appeal to my Inftructions 
to Major Palmer to juftify me againft the Infinuations contained in this Part of the Charge. It was 
my Duty to relieve the Diftreffes of the Company by every poffible Means, and we were ftruggling 
for our Exiftence in India, in the Month of July 1782, when I deputed Major Palmer to Lucknow. 
Was it Criminal in me shen, to defire the Nabob would pay Ten Lacks of Rupees, which he had 
intended as a Prefent to mytelf, to the Company, to whofe Ufe I fhould faithfully have applied it, as 
J did the former Sum, had I received it? and was it Criminal in me to defire Major Palmer to raife, 
if poffible, the Sum of 50 or 60 Lacks of Rupees, for the Relief of our exhaufted Treafury, upon 
a Loan for which Company’s Bonds were to be given, Thefe are Charges I did not expect, and 
was Ii] prepared to reply to. 

I politively deny, that I inftruéted Major Palmer to infift upon a fingle Point contrary to the 
Nabob's Inclination. It is extremely difficult for me to anfwer a Charge of this Kind, except by hy 
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mot folemn Denial of the Truth of it. I never exprefied a With to fix a fingle Regiment in Oude 
beyond the regular Brigade and the Refident’s Guard at Lucknow, nor had the Nabob a Sepoy in 
Oude in the Year 1782, beyond the Number prefcribed by Treaty, but either Three ot Four Regi. 
ments from the regular Brigade were at that Time detached in different Parts of his Dominions. 
This was not conformable to the Spirit of the Treaty, and it was in Oppofition to an Opinion I had 
always profeffed and acted up to, that our Force, to be refpectable, ought not to be frittered 
away in Detachments, or in Danger of being deftroyed in Detail. The Brigade was ftationed for 
the Defence of the Nabob’s Frontiers, and his Excellency himfelf propofed that a feparate Eitablith- 
ment, confifting of Four Regiments of our Troops, under certain prefcribed Regulations, fhould be 
kept up for the Service of the Collections. This Propofal was fubmitted to me for Approval ia the 
Month of March 1782, and thus the Confideration of it became an Article in Major Palmer’s In- 
ftru€tions Two Months after. 1f the Regiments were to be eftablifhed, it was my Duty to fecure 
Funds for the Payment of them; but it was entirely Optional in the Nabob to fix, or to reje&t the 
Eftablifhment altogether ;—-and he did reject it, 

Lieutenant Colonel Hannay’s Corps was eftablifhed with the Nabob’s Confent, and even at his 
own exprefs Defire, for the Defence of Gurruckpore and Baratch, the moft difaffeéted and diforderly 
Diftiicts in the Nabob’s Dominions. Until the Period of Colonel Hannay’s Appointment the Re- 
venues of thefe Diftricts were nearly expended in the Maintenance of the Troops which defended 
them; and it has been proved that much larger Remittances were madedrom thofe Diftricts to the 
Nabob’s Treafury, while Colonel Hannay commanded in Gurruckpore, than at any other Period be- 
fore his Appointment, or fince his Removal. 

The State of the Adminiftration of Juftice in Oude was fo very defective in 1782 (though precifely 
the fame as it had been fince our Firft Connection with that Country) that I urgently preffed the Nabob 
to eftablifh Dewanny Courts upon a fimilar Plan with our own Courts in Bengal; but, anxious as I 
was upon this Point, I never prefumed to declare the Company the Sovereigns of Oude, which I muft 
have done, had I impofed thofe Regulations, which I conceived to be neceffary, againft the Confent 
of the Nabob; and it was a Point of great Delicacy to be eftablifhed gradually, even with the Nabob’s 
full Confent. The Adminiftration of Juftice is undoubtedly the Foundation and Effence of Govern- 
ment, and the Security of the Revenue; but, to have taken it into my own Hands, would, in Fadt, 
have been to declare myfelf the Sovereign of Oude. My Accufer may, with equal Propriety, charge 
me with a High Crime and Mifdemeanor, for not preventing the Commiffion of Murder or Robbery 
in England at the prefent Moment, as he has done, for my Inability to put a Stop to fimilar Enor- 
mities in Oude in the Year 1783, Admitting the Fatt to be true, as ftated ina Letter from Mr. 
Briftow of the 29th of January 1784, written and difpatched after his Removal from Office, that 
a Woman was murdered in the City of Lucknow, the Aunt of Nabob Behadre, One of the Nabob’s 
Brothers; how am | refponfible for this atrocious Act? I do not know that I ever faw or heard of 
the Nabob Behadre. He has been defcribed to me, fince I read this Charge, by many Gentlemen 
who knew him, as a depraved, profligate, and abandoned Character, perpetually involved in Quar- 
rels, and his Life hourly in Danger from his own Irregularities: A Man hardly recognized as a 
Relation by the late Sujah ul Dowlah, the prefent Nabob, or by any of his Family. But were he 
of a different Character, am I accountable tor the Attempt which a Ruffian made upon his Life, or 
for the Death of his Aunt? The Circumftance of this Tranfaction I am to this Day totally unace 
quainted with. In the Length of Time that] paffed at Lucknow, and in Daily Converfation with 
the Nabob, his Minitters, and others, 1 muft have heard of it, had it been true—I never did. 

With relpect to the Relations of the Nabob, I do affure this Honourable Houfe, that I was in 
Habits of continual Intercourfe with them ; that they expreffed their fincere Satisfaction at the Mea- 
dures which I adopted ; and the moft powerful amongft the Nabob’s Family, his Uncle, Salar Jung, 
and the Begums, declared upon all Occafions, while I refided at Lucknow, and fince my Departure 
from it, their moft complete Satisfaction and Approbation of all my Proceedings. 

I am acculed of Inconfiftency in my Conduét towards Almas Ally Cawn; a very few Words will 
exculpate me from this Charge. In the Year 1782, Almas Ally Cawn was reprefented to me, as ina 
State of actual Rebellion: I believed the Reprefentation, and I inftructed Mr. Briftow, if it were true, 
and bis Crimes proved, to urge the Nabob to punifh him with Death ; but even here, | faid, that what- 
ever Engagement had been made with him, muft, however exceptionable, be faithfully obferved, 
Subfequent Information induced me to believe that I was miftaken ; and as an incontrovertible 
Proot of it, Almas Ally Cawn, upon the Faith of my Affurances, in the Month of February 1784, 
came to Lucknow unattended, where he refided as a private Man, while I remained in India. By my 
Solicitations, he advanced the Sum of £. 50,000 to the Nabob, which was employed for the Com- 
pany’s Service, and by this Affiftance afforded to his Sovereign and the Eaft India Company, he re- 
futed the Charges of Perfdy and Difloyalty, which had often been too fuccefsfully urged againft him; 
but I declare at the fame Time, that I thought Almas Ally Cawn’s Power was too confiderable, and 
contrary to good Policy ; yet as it had been given to him by the Nabob, [ found it impoffible to 
change the Syftem, and therefore advifed its Continuance. Let the Confidence which Almas Ally 
Cawn placed in me, by coming unattended to Lucknow upon the Faith of a Lutter from myfelf only, 
be a Proof, as it ought to be, that my Character does not deferve thofe Infinuations which have been 
thrown out againft it. 

In feveral Articles of this Charge, it is infinuated that I provided for my Creatures and Depen- 
dants, by afluming the Management of the Nabob’s Revenue; no Proof has been brought of the 
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Affertion, and { affirm it to be wholly groundlefs: What Defcription of Gentlemen have I employed, 
or patronized in {ndia, who deferve to be mentioned in fuch opprobrious Terms? Thofe who com- 
pofed my Family were Men of Ability and Integrity, Men diftinguifhed in the Civil and Miliary 
Branches .of the Compeoy’s Service: Major Palmer, my Secretary, has been nearly Twenty Years in 
the Army ; Major Davy, whom I allo employed as my Perfian Ur ranflator, enjoyed the fame Office 
under Sir Robert Barker. Thefe Gentlemen were of my own Nomination, and they ferved the Com- 
pany faithtully and fucce(stully on various Qeeafions, Mr. Wombwell was exprefsly appointed by 
the Court of Directors to an Office of great Emolument in Oude ; and the Reverfion of chis Office 
was on the ift March 1783, beftowed by the fame Authority upon Mr. John Taylor, the Nephew of 
a Gentleman then Chairman of the Court of Directors, and a Member of this Honourable Houle, 
Sir Henry Fletcher, But what Relations, or what intimate Connections of my own, have I provided 
for, either from the Revenues of Oude, or by beflowing Offices upon them in Bengal? J never had 
more than Two Relations in Bengal ; One of them was killed at the Storm of the Fortrels of Lahore, 
and at the Time of his Death was many Thoufand Rupees in Debt. The other is at this Moment 
a Lieytenant in Bengal, totally unprovided for; and the only Requeft which I ever made in his 
Favour (though an ineffectual one} was that the Court of Directors would be pleafed to appoinc 
him a Writer in the Service. 

My Accufer afferts, that I authorized large Allowances to be received from the Nabob Vizier, and 
thereby violated my own folemn Agreement with him.—I do deny that I authorized Major Palmer to 
draw any Salary or Allowance whatfoever; but I fuppofed that his Expences, while he remained at 
Lucknow by the exprefs and urgent Requeft of the Nabob Vizier, would be defrayed by his Excellen- 
oy.—My Refolution was taken to return to England.—The other Allowances were merely temporary, 
not fixed by me, but by the Nabob Vizier himfelf, and to be tetally reduced at any Time, either by 
himfelf or by an Order of the Board; or to be modified and fettled in the Manner which they have 
been fince my Refignation of the Service. 

Having affirmed that I provided tor no Creatures or Dependents from the Revenues of Oude, I can 
with equal Truth declare, which I now do moft folemnly to this Honourable Houfe, that I did not 
add to my own Fortune by my Journey to Lucknow, or by my Connection with the Nabob,—On 
this Subject, however, I forbear to enlarge.—I claim no Merit with this Honourable Houle for having 
merely done my Duty. 

It is allo a Charge againft me, that I neglected an Application from a Brother of the Nabob Mirza 
Jungly, who wifhed to fix himfelf in our Provinces—-[ difcouraged his Defign, and with Reafon. 
The Nabob Saadut Ally has refided under our Protection ince the Year 1777, and though his Refi- 
dence with us is oftenfibly fanétioned by the Nabob, it has ever been a Source of Jealouly and Un- 
eafinefs to him, and it has aflorded an Opportunity to difaffected and infidious Men, to imprefs his 
Mind with falfe Notions of his Brother’s Defigns—If 1 had afforded an Afylum for Mirza Jungly 
in our own Provinces, with a fuitable Provifion for his Support, or an Acquiefcence in his Return 
on his own Terms to Lucknow, there were at leaft a Dozen other Brothers who would have 
followed his Example, and would of courfe have expected our Mediation in their Behalf; and on 
what Obligation fhould I have done it? or on what Principle could I have been juftified in thefe 
petty Interferences in the Competition of Individuals of the Nabob’s Family? 

The Remainder of this Charge 1s more a Detence of Mr. Briftow than an Attack upon me.—I 
fhall not trouble this Honourable Houfe with a Detail upon this Subject—For the prefent, I thall 
merely obferve, that in the Month of September 1782 Mr, Briltow was appointed Refident at Oude 
——That a very few Months after his Appointment, very great Heats and Animofiues broke out 
between Mr. Briftow on the One Part, and the Nabob and his Minifter on the other—I had no 
Enmity to Mr. Briftow, nor had I any Perjonal Motives to gratify by his Removal.—Thefe Diiputes 
were referred to the Council in Calcutta—I took the Part of the Nabob and his Minifler, my 
Council juftified Mr. Briftow—Bur a Government fo difordered could not poffibly exift—It be- 
came neceffary, in the Month of December 1783, either to remove Mr. Briftow, or to authorize him 
to affume an abfolute Authority in Oude; and this I ftated to the Council, who were alarmed at the 
Profpect before them ; and though they were all the ftrenuous Defenders of Mr. Briftow, agreed to 
this Removal, and to delegate to me the Power of fettling every difputed Point with the Vizier, pro- 
vided I would be re{ponfible for his Payment of the Balance due to the Company, not with my 
Fortune, as my Acculer truly fays, but with my Character, which I prize infinitely higher.—I accept- 
ed the Truft, and it detained me One entire Seafon in India—I proceeded to Lucknow; | met‘the 
Nabob upon the moft friendly Terms ; I declare to this Honourable Houfe, that I treated him with 
the Refpect and the Attention which was due to his high Rank—-that I never prefumed to ipeak 
£0 hum in an authoritative Tone; and that, by Argument and Perfuafion, I carried all my Points both 
with the Nabob and his Minifter—I never interchanged an unpleafant Word with him, during the Five 
Months which I remained at his Court, and near Four of that Period lived, with-Thirty Englith 
Gentlemen, and numerous Guards and Domettics, within the fame Enclofure ; nor in that Period did, 
the fightelt Difpute ever arife between his People and mine. 
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Anfwer to the Nineteenth, Eighteenth, and Seventeenth 
Charges. 








Libel on the Court of Directors——Moeul delivered up to 
the Marattas——and Mahomed Reza Cawn. 


LF the Three Charges which were delivered to me on Friday, and I believe to the Members of this 

Honourable Houfe on the fame Day, contained much impeachable Matter, I fhould requeft a 
Delay of a few Days to prepare my Reply t them; but I have no Objection to leave them, accom- 
panied by a very fhort Explanation, to make their own Impreffion upon this Honourable Houfe, 
In Truth, I have read them over myfelf very curforily. 


In the r9th Charge, I am accufed of publifhing “a Libel on the Court of Directors.” How 
can I reply to fuch a Charge? The Court of Dire€tors have commenced no Profecution againft me 
for a Libel ; on the contrary, Two Years after the Publication of my Letter, which now for the 
firft Time is called a Libel, [ have had the Honour and the Happinefs to receive their unanimous 
Thanks for my long, faithful, and able Services. The Court of Directors cenfured me for addreff- 
ing them with fuch unguarded Warmth, in their Letter of the 28th January 1784; but I had the 
Pleafure to find that Cenfure accompanied by the following Words :-=“ After the Refiftance which 
** the Rajah had made, no Countenance could be confiftently fhewn him. However, we turn alide 
“* from this difagreeable Subject, to exprefs great Approbation at the extraordinary Exertions of 
“* our Governor General and Council, to counteraét the Defigns of our numerous Enemies.” And 
with this Quotation I fhall clofe my Obfervations on the 19th Charge. 


I know not, I proteft, what my Accufer means by the Charge which he ftyles ““ The Mogul de- 
“" Jivered up to the Marattas.” I muft decline any Anfwer to this Charge, until I receive fome 
further Lights upon the Subject, I avow, that T would have afforded effectual Affiftance so she 
Mogul, that is to the King Shah Allum, if Powers had been granted to me; but my Councif “aif. 
fered in Opinion with me, and nothing was done, Major Browne’s Letter to the Court of Direétors, 
of the 6th of Oétober 1785, fully proves that no Engagements of any Kind were concluded. I de- 
clare, that I entered into no Negociations with Madajee Sindia for delivering the Mogul into the 
Hands of the Marattas ; but I muft have been a Madman indeed, if I had involved the Company in 
a War with the Marattas, becaufe the Mogul, as his laft Refource, had thrown himfelf under the 
Protection of Madajee Sindia. Ido affure this Honourable Houfe, that when the Council agreed to 
inveft me with full Powers, to affift the Nabob Vizier in reftoring Order and Tranquillity throughout 
his Dominions, I drew up my own Inftructions, which, on their Approval, became an Act of Go- 
vernment. I mention this Circumftance, as a full Refutation of my Accufer’s Remark, “ that the 
‘* Council, being well aware of his (the {aid Haftings’s) Difpofition to engage in unwarrantable De 
« figns againft the neighbouring States, did expre/sly confine bis Powers, &c. &c.” 


The only remaining Charge which has been delivered to me, refpects my Treatment of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn, and the Nabob of Bengal. To this I fhall reply fomewhat more at Length, preffed 
as I am in Point of Time. 

It was my Lot to be entrufted by the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors with the Execu- 
tion of Orders, which were to be returned to them unfeen, in the Eventof my Death. Thefe Orders 
I received the Day after my Acceffion to the Government of Bengal. I thall infert a Copy of them, 
and the fubfequenc Letters which paffed between me and the Court of Directors on the Subject of 
them. 


From the Secret Committee of the Court of Direétors to Mr. Haftings, dated the 28th 
Auguft 1771. 7 


“ By our General AdJrefs you will be informed of the Reafons we have to be diffatisfied with 


the Adminiftration of Mahomed Reza Cawn, and will perceive the Expediency of our divefting ss 
12 ) 
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of the Rank and Influence he holds, as Natb Dewan of Bengal. But though we have declared our 
Refolution in this Refpect to our Prefident and Council, yet, as the Meafures to be taken in Con- 
fequence thereof might be defeated by the Minifter, and all Enquiry into his Conduct rendered in- 
effectual, were he to have any previous Intimation of our Defigns, we, the Secret Committee, having 
the moft perfect Confidence in your Judgment, Prudence, and Integrity, have thought proper fo 
entruft to your efpecial Care the Execution of thofe Meafures which alone can render the Naib’s Con- 
duct fubjeét to the Effect of a full Enquiry, and fecure that Retribution which may be due on the 
Detection of any Fraud, Embezzlement, or collufive Praétice, in his public or private Tranfac- 
tions. 

*° In order, therefore, to make him amenable to a due Courfe of Juftice, and to prevent the ill 
Confequences which may refult from the Refentment and Revenge which he may conceive in the 
Knowledge of our Intentions, we hereby direct and enjoin you (immediately on the Receipt of this Letter) 
to iffue your private Orders, for fecuring the Perfon of Mahomed Reza Cawn, éogether with his whole 
Family, and his known Partizans and Adherents, and for bringing them down to Calcutta, and it 
is our Pleafure that they by no Means be fuffered to quit the Place, until Mahomed RezaCawn fhall 
have exculpated himfelf from the Crimes of which he now ftands charged or fufpeéted. In this Re- 
fearch, your own Judgment will direct you to all fuch Means of Information as may be likely to bring 
to Light the moft fecret of his Tranfactions. We, however, cannot forbear recommending to you, 
to avail yourfelf of the Intelligence which Nundcomar may be able to give, refpeéting the Naib’s 
Adminiftration ; and which the Envy which Nundcomar is fuppofed to bear this Minifter, may prompt 
him to a ready Communication of all Proceedings which have come to his Knowledge, we are per- 
fuaded that no fcrutable Part of the Nabob’s Conduct can have efcaped the watchful Kye of his jealous 
and penetrating Rival. We have the Satisfaction to reflect, that you are too well apprifed of the 
Subtilty and Difpofition of Nundcomar, to yield him any Truft or Authority which may be turned 
to his own Advantage, and prove detrimental to the Company’s Intereft. 

** Though we have thought it neceflary to intimate to you how little we are difpofed to delegate 
any Power or Influence to Nin ccan ae yet fhould his Information and Afiftance be ferviceable to 
you, in your inveftigating the Conduct of Mahomed Reza Cawn, you will yield him fuch Encou- 
ragement and Reward as his Trouble, and the Extent of his Services, may deferve.” 


Extract of my Letter to the Court of Diretors, dated ift Sept’ 1772, 


** The immediate Departure of the Colebrooke, which failed the Day after my Letter of the 24th of 
-April had reached her, prevented my giving you further Intelligence of the Iffue of the Meafures 
which I had taken for the Arreft of Mahomed Reza Cawn. As your Coinmands were peremptory, and 
addreffed to myfelf alone, 1 carefully concealed them from every other Perfon, except Mr. Middleton, 
whofe Affiftance was neceffary for their Execution, until I was informed by him that Mahomed Reza 
Cawn was actually in Arreft, and on his Way to Calcutta, I had no Connection with Nundcomar or 
his Family prior to the Receipt of your Commands by the Lapwing: On the contrary, from the 
Year 1759 to the Time when I left Bengal, in 1764, I was engaged in a continual Oppofition to the 
Interefts and Defigns of that Man, becaufe I judged him to be adverfe to the faerie of my lim- 
pe and, in the Courfe of this Contention, I received fufficient Indications of his Il-will, to 

ave made me his irreconcileable Enemy, if [ could fuffer my Paffions to fupercede the Duty which I 
owe to the Company. To the Service of the Company, and to your Commandy, I have facrificed my 
Feelings, and I have combated thofe of others, joined with me inthe Adminiftration of your Affairs, 

“© The fame Principles guided me, though not uninfluenced by other Arguments of great Force, in 
the Choice of Munny Begun, the Widow of the Nabob Meer Jaffier, and of Rajah Goordafs, the 
Son of Maha Rajah Nundcomar, the former for the Chief Adminiftration, the latter for the 
Dewanee of the Nabob’s Houfehold ; both the declared Enemies of Mahomed Reza Cawn. Tothe 
jatcer, indeed, I was principally inclined through your Commands ; and I hope it will appear, that J 
have adopted almoft the only Expedient in which they could be exactly fulfilled. You direéted, 
“* That if the Affiftance of Nundcomar fhould be ferviceable to me in inveftigating the Conduct of 
*" Mahomed Reza Cawn, I fhould yield him fuch Reward as his Trouble, and the Extent of his 
“* Services, may deferve.? Had I not been guided by the Caution which you have been pleafed to 
enjoin me, yet my own Knowledge of the Character of Nundcomar would have reftrained me from 
yielding him any Truft or Authority, which could prove detrimental to the Company’s Interefts. You 
will pee by the Records, that this Appointment has not taken Place without Oppofition, I did 
not think myfelf at Liberty to divulge your fecret Commands, I am at this Time moft firmly per- 
{uaded, that no other Meafure whatever would have been likely to prove fo effectual, either for pre- 

moting the Enquiry which you have direéied, or giving Strength and Duration to the new Sytem.” 
; ‘ e 


Extract of the Court of Directors Reply to the above. 
“ The Extirpation of Mahomed Reza Cawn’s Influence was abfolutely neceffury ; and as to any 


Hopes which he may entertain of profiting by Changes in the Court of Direétors, thefe Hopes mutt 
_ {peedily vanith, for however different their Sentiments may be in fome Particulars, they heartily concur 
, Y 
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in the Propriety and Neceffity of fetting him afide. Your Choice of the Begum for Guardian to the 
Nabob, «we entirely approve. The Ule you intend making of Nundcomar is very proper; and it 
affords us great Satistaction to find, that you could at once determine to fupprefs all Perfonal Refente 
meit, when the Public Welfare feemed to clafh with your privaté Sentiments relative to Nunde 
comiar.”” 


Extra&t of a Letter from Mr. Haftings to the Court of Direétors, dated Fort Williams 
24th March, 1774. 

“© Although the Proceedings of the Board, very minutely recotded all the Meafures which were 
taken for profecuting the Enquiry into the Conduct of Mahomed Reza Cawn, and my own Senti- 
ments both in the Courfe and the Iffue of it, yet as I was originally honoured with your feparate Come 
mands for conducting this intricate Bufinefs, I conceive it to be in fome Meafure incumbent on me to 
addrefs you on its Conclufion. You will be pleafed to recollect that the Charge was general with- 
out any Specification of Time, Places, or Perfons ; I had neither Witneffes, Vouchers, nor Materials to 
begin with; for thefe I relied chiefly on the Abilities, Obfervation, and active Malignity of Nund- 
comar. In the Courfe of the Enquiry I proceeded with the moft rigid Impartiality ; not fuffering 
(I can fafely fay) the fmalleft Bias to incline me. You will fee with what Materials I was furnifhed , I 
am forry to fay, that fome were collected with fo little Regard to Decency or Truth, as to make me 
apprehenfive of the Effects which they might have produced on my Character, from the Countenance 
which I afforded Nundcomar in the Profecution, had [ not, in my own immediate Conduct, inva~ 
riably adhered to the ftricteft Rules of Juftice.’ Notwithftanding the Confcioufnefs which I poffefs of 
my own Integrity, and the Certainty that my Conduct throughout this ungrateful Bufinefs will, on the 
molt rigid Scrutiny, do me Credit, yet I am not without my Fears, I am aware of the violent Pre- 
judices that were taken up at one Time againft Mahomed Reza Cawn by all Ranks of People, both 
here and at Home. I am alfo aware that in England, where the very Name of Enquiry into the paft 
Management of Affairs in India flatters the Paffion of the Times, and raifes Expectations of great 
and important Deteétions, the Refult may baulk thofe Expectations, and turn the Torrent of Popular 
Clamour another Way. 

‘* IT muft declare that I have another Motive for my Fears; the dark and deceitful Character 
of Nundcomar, whofe Gratitude no Kindnefs can bind, nor even his own Intereft difengage him from 
thofe crooked Politics which have been the Study and Pratice of his whole Life: Of this 1 have 
had many extraordinary Proofs. 

‘* My Experience of his Character has never altered my Behaviour to him; but in fuch In- 
ftances only, and fuch have occurred, as required it for the Public Tranquillity. 1 have fupported 
the Authority of Rajah Goordafs, even in Oppofition to the Begum, becaufe it was confiftent with 
your Intereft.” 


Mahomed Reza Cawn was acquitted by me, and appointed in 1775 to the Superintendance of the 
Nabob’s Houtehold, during his Minority, and to the Adminiftration of Criminal Juftice throughow€ 
the Provinces, From thefe Offices he was removed in 1778, by the Board, where [I had a Cafting 
Voice, the Nabob being then 20 Years of Age. Of this Removal the Court of Directors difap- 
proved, and, again{ft the moft ftrenuous Remonttrances of the Nabob and all his Family, he was re- 
appointed in 1780, when the Nabob was 23 Years of Age. On repeated Petitions from the Nabob, 
I again removed Mahomed Reza Cawn, in 1781, from being Guardian of the Minority of a Man 
who was then 24 Years of Age, but he was continued Chief Criminal Judge of the Provinces, and 
that Office he ftill retains. 1 have fettled Jagheers on his Two Sons, which produce them a liberal In- 
come, Tomy Juftice and Impartiality Mahomed Reza Cawn has often declared he owes his Life 
and IJonour, when the deepeit Schemes of Villainy were laid to deprive him of both. He has 
received many Offices of Kindnefs from me; and 1 am fure his Sentiments for me are thofe of Gra- 
titude and Affection. 

I hope I may be allowed to make an Obfervation on the Conduct of the Court of Direétors, as it 
refpected Mahomed Reza Cawn, Nundcomar, and myfelf. The Gratitude which I owe to them, and 
the Refpect which I feel for the individual Members of that Court, is as great as can warm the Breaft 
of any Many; yet I had fubftantial Caufe of Complaint againft them for the Return I met with fora rigid 
and literal Obedience to their Orders in the Inftance I have quoted. I employed Nundcomar, and I 
profecuted Mahomed Reza Cawn. The Directors were well aware of the faithlefs Charaéter of the 
firft, and affured me, that under no Change whatfoever fhould the latter be reftored to Pewer ; yet 
both thefe Men, within Two Years of the Date of their Letter, were employed as Inftfuments of 
Vengeance again{ft me. The Opinions of Council were taken in England, whether, upon the Infor- 
mations of Nundcomar a Profecution could not be inftituted againft me for Money ftated to be cor- 
ruptly taken ,; and there was a Time when I was threatened with a Profecution by Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, for a rigid Obedience to the Orders of my Superiors ;e-and I ftand here now to anfwer to a 
Charge of Eligh Crimes and Mifdemeanors for having obeyed thefe Orders. 


I have not fufficient Time left to enter minutely into the Particulars of my Defence againft the 
Charge intruded into this Article, of infolent and oppreffive Treatment of the Nabobh Mobarek ul 
Dowlah, and therefore borrow the Aid of Sir John D’Oyley, who was the Refident at the Durbar, 
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and is charged with being the Inftrument of my oppreffive Aéts to the Nabob, to recite, as he would 
do upon Oath, if required, all that he knows relative to thefe Tranfactions, and his Teflinwony 1 
hereto annexed. It remains for me only to premife, in a few Words, that I always regarded the 
Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah as being under my Proteétion, and my/felf as his Guardian ; that when- 
ever he committed fuch Irregularities as tended to injure either his [nterefl or Reputation jo an eflen- 
tial Manner, I admonifhed him to avoid fuch Exceffes in future; and by gentle Perfuafions, for I 
never uied any other, I tried, and generally with Succes, to wean him: from his bad Habits, as I be- 
came acquainted with them, 

I prevailed upon him to remove difcreditable People from his Society, and I eave him the AMift- 
ance of Sir John D’Oyley, under my own Inftructions, to make anew Arrangement and 1).flribution of 
his Expences, becaute they had run out beyond all Bounds; and if I had not done this, he would 
have been involved in Debt, his Palace would have been furrounded by clamorous Creditors, and 
ultimately the Demand would have been defrayed from our Treafury. I hope nothing I have faid 
will appear to reflect on the young Nabob, whofe Ditpofition is gentle and pliant, and his general Be. 
haviour fuch as merits every Inftance of Kindnels that can be fhewn him by the Fatt India 
Company. e 


e 
Sir Fobn D’Oyley’s Recital. 


“© T was appointed Refident on the Refignation of Mr. Byam Martin, in the Month of January 
1780, and took Charge about the beginning of February of the fame Year. 

© The Subitance of the Inftruétions I received was to endeavour, by every Means in my Power, 
to conciliate the good Opinion and Regard of the Nabob and his Family, that I might be able to 
perfuade him to adopt effectual Mealures for the better Regulation of his Expences, which were 
underftood to have greatly exceeded his Income , that I might prevent his forming improper Con- 
nections, or taking any Steps derogatory to his Rank ; and by every Means in my Power fupport 
his Credit and Dignity in the Eyes of the World; and with retpect to the various Branches of his 
Family, I was inftructed to endeavour to put a Stop to the Diffenfions which had too frequently 
prevailed amoneft them. ‘The Navob on his Part was recommended to pay the lame Attention to 
my Advice as he would have done to that of the Governor General in Perfon, 

“ Some Time (I think) in the Month of February of the fame Year, I received a Letter from 
Mr. Hattings, purporting that the critical Situation of Affairs requiring the Union and utmoft Lx- 
ertion of every Member of the Government, to give Vigour to the Acts neceffary for its Relief, 
he had agreed to an Accommodation with Mr. Francis ; but to effect this Point, he had been under 
the Neceffity of making fome painful Sacrifices, and particularly that of the Refloration of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan to the Office of Naib Soubah, a Meafure which he knew mutt be highly dita- 
precable to the Nabob, and which nothing but the urgent Neceffity of the Cale fhould have led 
him to acquicfce in; that he relied on me to tate all thefe Circumitances in the mott forcible Man- 
ner to the Nabob, and to urge his Compliance, affuring him that it fhould not continue longer than 
until the next Advices were received from the Court of Directors, 

© Never did I experience a more difagreeable Tafk——fo reluctant was the Nabob to concur; and 
fuch Indignation did he exprcts at being again fubjected to fo difagrecable a Situation, that I more 
than once defpaired of Succels, and apprehended that he would, as he threatencd, repair to Cal- 
cutta, and appeal Perfonally to the Juttice of the Council; and nothing, I am perfuaded, would 
have induced him to acquiefec, but my Affurances to him, on the Part of the Governor General, 
that it was only a temporary Meafure, ablolutely neceffary for the Welfare of the State, and fhould 
be done away as foon as that Neceflity was removed. The Letter, which contained the Nabob’s 
Acquiefcence, will prove how much he felt himlelf injured by it. 

‘““ Mahomed Reza Khan was accordingly reinflated in all his Offices, and the Nabob again re- 
duced to the Situation of a mere Cypher. He was then 23 Years of Age. 

“© About the Month of June1781 Mr. Hattings, being then at Moorfhedabad, communicated to 
me his Intention of performing his Promile to the Nabob, by reftoring him to the Management of 
his own Affairs; and at the fame Time gave me Inftructions, with the Concurrence of the Nabob, 
to make a minute Inveftigation into the Nabob’s Accounts, and to concert with him a Plan for 
the Reduétion of his Expences within his Income, he alfo drew up certain Articles of Inftruction 
for the Nabob’s Conduct, and the Management of his Affairs, This Change was by no Means 
agreeable to me, as I was fenfible ic drew on me a great Weight of Relpontibility, and that the 
Reform which I had engaged to ufe my EEndeavours to bring about, would not only be a laborious 
and arduous Undertaking, but fubyeét me to the Enmity of all thofe who muft fuller by it. I how- 
ever undertook it; and the Nabob,. at my Requeit, did order his Accountants to furnifh me with 
whatever Papers I fhould call for. Thefe were very voluminous, and I found, on Inveftigation, 
that his Difburfements exceeded his Stipend about ‘Three Lacks of Rupees per Annum. I fet 
about to form a Plan of Reduction, and requefted of the Nabob to do the fame; and when 
both were finifhed we compared them, and from both, by mutual Agreement, fixed all his Ex- 
pences on fuch a Footing as to come within his Income; doubtlefs this occafioned great Dittrets to 
many, but the Nabob foon found the Benefit in being enabled to live much better than he had 
ever done before. 

* During the Adminiftration of Mahomed Reza Khan, it had been a conftant Subject of Complaint 
from him, and of Reprefentation to the Nabob from me, that many of thole of whom he made Com- 


panions 
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panions were Perfons neither entitled, by their Rank in Life, or by the Goodnefs of their Characs 
ters, to fuch a Diftinétion ; and indeed they frequently led him into vefy improper and difgraceful 
Aé&ts: Alfo, that many Europeans made it a Pra@tice to vifit the Nabob, in Hopes of receiving Pre- 
fents from him; and to my Knowledge, feveral European Servants had intruded themfelves into the 
Nabob’s Company as Gentlemen, and through his Ignorance had been treated as fuch by him. 
Thefe Circumftances I reprefented to the Governor General, who made it a Point with the Nabob to 
avoid it in future, by informing himfelf from me of the different Characters who were defirous of 
vifiting him, to this he chearfully agreed, and J never once objected to any Perfon, in the Charac- 
ter of a Gentleman, vifiting the Nabob, He was plealed alfo to remove from about his Perfon the 
other Parties complained of. 

“* The Nabob did actually difavow and declare, with a moft folemn Oath, that he never att 
thorized any Perfon whatever to make an Offer to give up any Part of his Stipend; and never did 
I fee Expreffion of Aftonifhment painted in the Countenance of any Perfon more ftrongly than in 
that of the Nabob when he firft heard it; his Remark was, “S How is it poffible to fuppofe fuch 
** an Idea could ever be entertained, when I am already fo much ftraitened by the Inadequacy of 
** my Income to my Difburfements, and have been continually applying for Religf from my Diffi- 
“culties.” He was fo enraged at the Circumftance, as to banifh the Perfon from his Pre- 
fence, 

“ The reduced Plan of the Nabob’s Expences could never appear to difgrace him in the Eyes of 
the People, as the Refident never appeared in it--no Part of it was fixed but with his Concur. 
rence, and made public in his Name; in Fact it was a Plan of his own. 

““ T cannot pretend to fay what might have been formerly the Praétice refpecting the iffuing 
the Nabob’s Stipend, that which fubfifted on my taking Charge was this: The Refident made 
Application by Writing to the Provincial Council of Revenue at Moorfhedabad, to the Collector 
of Rajefhahey, or whoever was appointed to furnifh the Supplies for a {pecific Sum, from One 
to Five Lacks of Rupees ; when received, it was paid to the Naib Soubah, whilft that Office ex- 
ifted, or to the Dewan, who pave Receipts under his own and the Nabob’s Seal and Signature, 
which Receipts were kept as Vouchers, and to be fent down to the Prefidency whenever the 
Accountant General called for them. I never received any Orders to fend to the Council an 
Annual Account of the Particulars of the Nabob’s Diftribution of his Stipend, nor fhould I 
have thought mylelf authorized to have demanded fuch an Account from the Nabob. I received 
the Supplies in grofs Sums, and immediately paid the fame in grofs Sums. The Refident fends 
down an Account current Monthly of the Receipts and Difburfements of his Office, and the 
Receipts from the Nabob, &c. are the Vouchers for the having iffued it. 

“T could have very little Occafion to correfpond with the Nabob when I lived within Four Miles 
of his Palace, and fet apart Two Days in the Week for meeting him on Bufinefs, Letters of Com- 
plaint or Inquiry I might have written to him, but I believe never on Bufinefs; befides, not a Day 
ever pafled without the Attendance of the Dewan, 

** The Company have received a very full and circumftantial Account of the Situation of the Na- 
bob’s Affairs in a Letter written in the Year 1785, in which his Diftreffes, and the Caufes of them, are 
particularly fee forch. ‘hat his Diftreffes are great, that he is burchened with an enormous Debt, 
and that not only the Muffulmans dependanc on his Family, but even many of his Relations, and 
others of high Rank, are reduced to a State of Indigence, 1s moft true, and calls loudly for Relief. 
He made repeated Applications to the Council on this Subject, and Reprefentations were made to the 
Court of Direétors; but as thefe were not attended with Succefs, he did, with the Concurrence of 
the Governor General, determine to make a direct Appeal to the Company for Relief. His Repre- 
fentation is now before them, and J have no Doubt they will attend to ir, 


" On the Subje of Mabomed Reza Khan. 


‘* Mahomed Reza Khan, after his Removal from Office, repeatedly declared to me his Satisfaction at 
being relieved from a Station which was not only exceedingly troublefome, but to the higheft Degree 
invidious, both from the Inadequacy of the Stipend to the neceffary Expences, and from the nume- 
rous Claimants on it, both among his own Dependants and thofe of the Nabob’s Family, and who, if 
difappointed, took every Means in their Power to milreprefent his Conduét, and to impede his Mea- 
fures ; to which the Nabob, from a Defire to emancipate himfelf from a Yoke at once fo galling 
and difgraceful, was ever ready to lend ‘his Support: The neceffary Confequence was a conftant 
Augmentation of a Debt, commenced under his Father, and increafed under each of his Brothers, 
with which the Nabob was faddled at his Acceffion. 


Extracts of a Letter from the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah to the Court of Directors, written in 
the Year 1785. 


“ When, on the Acceffion of the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah, the Sum allotted for the Expences 


“ of the Nizamut, the Subfiftence of its Dependants, and the Support of its Splendor, was fixed at 
“* upwards 
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“ upwards of Fifty Lacks of Rupees, and that this Decreafe from what it had been in the Time of the 
id Nabob my Father and his Predeceffors, occafioned {uch Ruin and Diftrefs to Multitudes in Bengal, let 
“ the Honourable Company judge how infinitely the Diftrefs muft have been aggravated when the 
“* Stiperid was reduced to the tri ng Sum of Sixteen Lacks; and to the former eftablifhed Expences 
‘* were added thofe of fupporting all the Women, Relatives, Connections, and Dependants of my 
“‘ Father and the fucceéeding Nazims (which in Hindoftan amount to an incredible Number, and 
“* inconceivable Expence) and they will then be able to form fome Judgment of the prefent mife- 
** rable State of the Nizamut, Thofe who are acquainted with the Manners and Cuftoms of dif- 
“* ferent Countries, know that moft of the Muffulmen of this Country are totally detached from 
“ Trade and Manufactures, particularly thofe who have been in the Service of the King or Princes 
** of the Bounty, who are accuftomed to confider their Offices as for Life, this being the Cafe, it 
muft be evident to what a State of Diftrefs all under this Predicament, with their Families, mutt 
be reduced, from having been fo many Years out of Employ, through mv Inabilitv to retain 
** them in Pay, 
“* As the Almighty delegates his Power to Princes and Magiftrates for the Purpofe of fupportin 
the Needy, and for the Eafe and Happinefs of Mankind, a Multitude of People in Bengal derive 
their Subfiftence from the Bounty of the Nazims, the Fame of which brought numeroys Bodies, 
in Expectation of a Livelihood, from the different Parts of Hindoftan, from Perfia, &c. nor were 
they difappointed. There are ftill Thoufands of thefe in the utmoft Diflrefs, who look forward 
with Flope to the Re-eftablifhment of the Eafe and Splendor of Nizamut through the Liberality of 
a A Company. In fact, innumerable Muffulmen and others depend on the Nizamut for a Sub- 
* fiftence, 
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“ My Requetts are, 


“ Firft, That as I have now attained my Twenty-eighth Year, and am perfectly competent to 
the Management of my own Affairs in the propereft Manner, my undoubted Right to be Matter 
in my own Family, by the Appointment and Difmiffion of my Minifter (Naib) and Servants, be 
acknowledged, It can never be neceffary that any Interference fhould take place in Matters of this 
Kind ; fuch Interference has already been highly detrimental to my Affairs ; and God is my Witnefs 
that, but for the Kindnefs and friendly Attention of the Governor General, and the Meafures he has 
taken for the Regulation of my Affairs, I fhould at this Time have been involved in Tenfold Debt 
and Diftrefs. By Means of his Kindnefs, and the Affiduity of Sir John D’Oyley, my Affairs have 
been put in fuch a Train as to enable me to expect your Determination. My Obligations to the Go- 
vernor General are boundlefs: Were I to write Volumes on the Subject, I could never fufficiently 
exprefs my Gratitude: The Virtues which adorn his Character are precious Gifts of the Ala 
“* mighty to the People of Hindoftan, and enfure to them the Enjoyment of Comfort and Eafe.— 
“* That God may preferve his Life and Power, and long continue him in the Government of this 
* Country, is not my Wihh alone, but that of the whole People. 

** Although the great Refpect fhewn me by the Governor General on every Occafion calls for my 
** warmett Grativude: and God is my Witnefs that I am fo perfectly content therewith, that had Ia 
** Thoufand Tongues I fhould fail in the Praifes juftly due to his Virtues, yet, as fuch Qualities are 
** rarely found, the Confideration of the future leads me to requeft you will direct that the Forms of 
** Refpect due to my Rank may be invariably obferved.” 

&c, &c. &c, &c. 
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Anfwer to the Twentieth Charge. 





MARATTA WAR, AND PEACE. 


THIS and the following Charge I had no Opportunity of perufing until my Return laft Night 
from this Honourable Houfe ; it will not, therefore, be expected that my Anfwer to each fhould 
be long ; in Truth, the Subjects do not require a long Defence. affirm that I was not the Author 
of the Maratta War; and, if this Honourable Houfe thall adopt the Charge, I will bring undoubted 
Proofs of the Truth of my Affertion.—lI affirm, that every Step which I took in the Year 1778, from 
January to December, was regularly communicated to His Majelty’s Minifter, with whom I thought 
at my Duty to communicate on fo momentous a Subject, enjoying, as I did, my Office under a Parlia- 
mentary Appointment.—I affirm that I had not the moft diftant Idea of involving this Nation, or my 
ao the Eaft India Company, ina War with France or the Marattas; that every Meafure [ 
purfued had for its Object the Defence of the Company’s Poffeffions againft the combined Attacks of 
the French and the Marattas. The Grounds which I had to expect thefe Attacks are fuch as I am 
{ure this Honourable Houfe will perceive to have been fo ftrong as to juftify me in every Meafure I 
adopted: Thefe I fhall produce, if the Charge is entertained, unlefs their Production fhould be 
deemed dangerous to the National Interefls.—I affirm, that the Court of Directors, with the Appro= 
bation of His Majefty’s Minifters, approved of my Conduct in forming a Detachment for the De- 
fence of our Poffeffions in the Welt of India.—I affirm, that when I propofed to change the Deftina- 
tion of this Detachment, and to form an Alliance with the Rajah of Berar, it was not to purfue 
Schemes of Conqueft, but to defend the Britifh Empire in India from the Dangers with which 1¢ was 
threatened by the War with France, of which we had then received Intelligence.—I affirm, that I had 
received from Mr. Elliott a very particular Relation of the Steps which France meant to purfue at the 
Commencement of the War, and that Mr. Elliott’s Information came from the moft refpectable Autho- 
rity in Europe, that it was confirmed to me beyond a Doubt, by the Reception of a French Minifter 
at the Court of Poona, and Intelligence of the moft exaét Coincidence with his from Poona.—~I affirm 
again, that I was not the Author of the Maratta War; that the Truth of this Affertion has been 
proved again and again.—But I affirm, that the Merit of the Maratta Peace is my own; that it was 
concluded under greater Difficulties than any Minifter, at any Period of Time, in any Nation, has bad 
tocontend with; that every poffible Obftru€tion was thrown in the Way of the Negociation for 
Peace, by the Advices which every Difpatch brought from England: Thefe diminifhed my Actho- 
rity, and announced my Difmiffion from the Service. Every Man in England, who fpoke on the 
Subject of our defperate Situation in India, declared, as T have been informed, that Peace upon any 
Terms was defirable, and that no Peace could be a bad one.—I affirm, that under all thefe Difad- 
vantages, the Peace concluded by Mr. David Anderion, under my Inftructions, was honourable and 
advantageous in the higheft Degree to this Nation and the Eaft India Company ; that it has now 
been ratified above Three Years, that it has never been infringed in a fingle Article by either Party ; 
and that it promifes to be lafting. have received the unanimous Thanks of the Direétors, and the 
Thanks of the Proprietors, with One diffenting Voice only amongft the latter, for effecting this im- 
ortant Service to my Country and the Company ; nor did I believe, till J read it in the Charge, that a 
Fingle Perfon, in Europe or in Indja, could have ftyled the Peace ignominious or difhonourable. M 
whole Correfpondence with Mr. Anderfon, and his Letters to me, are at the India Houfe; to the 
Letters I refer, and reft my Detence on the Evidence they contain, 
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Anfwer to the Twenty-firft Charge. 





SUPPRESSION OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


T FITS is a Charge for the Suppreffion of Correfpondence with the Princes and Country Powers 

of India: I fhall referve my Reply till the Inftances are ftated in which I have fuppreffed Cor- 
refpondence ; denying for the prefent, as I folemnly do, that I had any improper or dangerous 
a of any Kind to cover or conceal from my Council, the Court of Diregtors, or the Britifh 
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The MINUTES of what was offered by WARREN 
HASTINGS, Efquire, late Governor General of 
Bengal, at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, upon 
the Matter of the Charge of High Crimes and Mif- 
demeanors, prefented againft him on the 5th of May 
1786. 





Anfwer to the Twenty-fecond Charge. 


FY ZOOULLA CA W N. 


HIS Charge was not delivered to me till late on the 8th Inftant ; and I was informed Yefter. 

day Morning, that in Compliance with the Prayer of my Petition, to be heard in Reply to it, 
this Flonourable Houfe had been pleafed to direct my Attendance on this Day. I moft refpectfally 
allude to the fhort Interval of Time allowed me for this Purpofe, not as indicating the flighteft 
Ground of Complaint; for I accept with equal Gratitude the Permiflion to appear in my own Detence, 
and the early Allowance of my Attendance, it being, next to my entire Acquittal, my Firft With to 
obtain a fpeedy Termination of the Enquiry. Bur it 1s proper to reprefent to this Honourable Houfe 
the juft Plea which I may have for any Deficiency of my Defence to this laft Article of the Charge, 
atifing from the Want of fufficient Time to examine every Part of it,; every Part of it containing fome 
pofitive or infinuated, but not always a difeoverable Charge, and the Whole comprizing no lels than 
21 Folio Pages, Thefe have furnifhed me with Employment for One Third of my allotted Por- 
tion of Time to read, to analyze, and to underftand fo much as J do underftand of them, much of 
their Senfe being diffipated by nice and fubrle Diftinctions, and obicured by Allufions which I have 
not Leifure to trace to their Documents, and perplexed by forced Inferences, and the Introduction of 
other Charges, which are totally foreign from the Subject fuch as, that I affumed “ an illegal Dele- 
* gation of the whole Powers of the Governor General and Council in July 1781,” ‘¢ that I reflected 
 Difcredit to the Crown of Great Britain, by a private Converfation with Sir Elijah Impey,” and 
many other lateral Accufations and Infinuations of the like extraneous Quality. 

All fuch Matters, as of inferior Note, I fhall pafs without more Oblervation upon them, trufting 
to the Spirit of liberal Juftice which I have already experienced from this Honourable Houfe for my 
general Acquittal of thefe minuter Charges, if in the main Poinis I fhall appear to have confulted the 
Intereft, Honour, and Safety of my Employers; and that J could have had no View to my own 
Intereft in the Proceedings which have a Relation to the Charge, as in Effect no fuch View is or 
could have been imputed to me in it. ' 


The Charge confifts of Eight titled Chapters or Divifions, and thefe fubdivided altogether into 
Seventy-nine diftin& and numbered Pofitions, 

The Firft Chapter is inticuled “ Rights of Fyzoola Khan, 8c, before the Treaty of Lall-Dong.” 

This I fhall examine minutely, as it will ferve to prove what I have afferted of the general Character 
of the whole Compofition; and I will thew to this Honourable Houfe, that in Twelve Pofitions or 
Affirmations, of which it confifts, it contains as mafiy Affertions, or Implications of Facts, which have 
no Foundation in Truth, 
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tft, The Firft Pofition ftates, that Ally Mahmud, the Father of Fyzoofla Cawn, was the Sovereign 
of Cutteher or Rohilcund ; and by afcribing to him a ** Renown in the Hiftory of Hindoftan,” it mut 
have been intended to convey the conclufive Opinion, that he inherited his Sovereignty from a Line 
of Anceftors who held it before him. 

Both Points are falfe in Faét. Ally Mahmud was not the Sovereign of Cutteher or Rohilcund, 
but the Ufurper of that Province, which he originally acquired as a Servant of the Crown, and con. 
verted into an Independency by repeated Acts of Rebellion againft his lawful Mafter and Sovereign g 
and his Father Daood Cawn (I think that was his Name) had no Authority or Footing in that 
Country. 

ad, The Second Pofition ftates in Terms the Province of Cutteher to be the ‘ ancient Eftates,” and 
the ‘hereditary Rights,” of Fyzoolla Cawn, which I again affert to be falfe in Fact. Thefe Words 
are indeed borrowed from Tranflations of Letters from Fyzoolla Cawn to Colonel Champion; but I 
have Doubts, which I have a Right to exprefs, of the Fidelity of the Tranflation ; and even if it be 
genuine, itis but the Affertion ot Fyzoolla Cawn himfelf in Favour of his own Caufe, which cannot be 
admitted in Evidence of it; andthe Evidence againft it abounds in the Records of the Company, 
which are before this Honourable Houle, and on undoubted Notoriety. 

3d. In this Pofition he is again, a Third Time, ftated “the undoubted Heir of his Father’s Au- 
*¢ thority ;” which, as the Chapter itfelf is entitled ‘* Rights,” and thefe can only mean Rights of 
which my Conduct was a Violation, is untrue in that Senile of ir. 

4th. This Pofition ftates again (the 4th Time) the Country in Queftion to be ‘* his ancient Pof- 
“© feffions, the Country of his Father ;” and it {tates by Implication, that he was innocent of the War, 
yet the 3d Pofition has admitted, that * the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn, with fome of his People, was pre- 
“© fent at the decifive Battle of St. George, but efcaping from the Slaughter” (a Word alfo of falfe 
Infinuation) ** made his Retreat good towards the Mountains, with all his Treafure,” and * there 
* collected the fcattered Remains of his Countrymen ;” that is, for fo it was, ftill continued the War 
againft us in Chief.—Both Affertions cannot be true. 

sth. This ftates in Terms, that I rejected a fpecific Offer, by which, if accepted, an Annual En- 
creafe of near £.400,000 would have accrued to the Revenue of our Ally, and the immediate Ac- 
quifition of £. 300 000 to the Company, which is not true; for no Confequences can be more remote 
trom their Premifes, chan that the Performance of fo extravagant an Offer would have followed the 
Acceptance of it, when it apears in Proof before this Honourable Houfe, that a moft facred Engage- 
ment of the whole Rohilla Tribe, before the War, was infufficient to bind them to the Payment of 
little more than Half the Sum which Fyzoolla Cawn offered to pay forthe Poffeffion of the Country 
after the War. In Effect, the Extravapance of the Offer was a clear Proof of the Infincerity of the 
Man who made it, and fo I treated it, 

6th. This feems to be a Charge of Deception ; for it ftates, ** that fo great was the Confidence of 
«© the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn in the juft, humane, and lberal Feelings of Enghfhmen, as to /ull bim 
** into an Inaéfivity of the moft effential Detriment to his Interefts ,’* and this Effect is difplayed by 
a Detail of what he might have done; which the Charge affirms ** would have enabled him cer- 
‘© tainly to baffle all Purfuic, and probably to keep the Vizier in a State of Difquietude for the Re- 
«© mainder of his Life.” Now either it is intinuatcd by this State of Faéts, that 1, by fome Act or 
Declaration, did deceive or (ull bim (as it is expreffed) into this Inactivity ; or it fimply affirms that 
he deceived himlelt. If the former is meant, I deny the Fadt, and it is refuted by the whole Tenor 
of Colonel Champion's Correfpondence ; 1f the latter, Fyzoolla Cawn only is to blame for the 
Neglect of his own Tniercfts, And why is this inlerted in an Accufation againft me? Why, but 
to miflead the unwary Attention, by the artful Involution of Confequences dependant on another, 
with Expectations that might be inferred to have arifen from me, As to the Deception itfelf, from 
whomluever it proceeded, fince 1 had no Concern in it, I fhould be moft heartily glad of ic, if ie 
were really true, that it prevented him ‘ from keeping the Vizier in a Stace of Difquietude for the 
“© Remainder of his Lite;” tor the Britith Interelts would have been equally injured and endan- 
acred by it; and it was not my [uty to awake the Vigilance of an Enemy in Arms againft us, 
of to apprize him of the Advantages of which he might avail himfelf to our Detriment, 

ath. It I underftand this, it means that Colonel Champion’s Propolal of Peace with, Fyzoolla 
Cawn was effentially neceifary to the Reputation of the Brictith Juftice and Humanity, which I facri- 
ficed by my Hlcfitation to agree to it. [ may fafely deny this Allegation, fince the Firft Propoiitio 
is not attempted to be proved, nor, if it were proved, would the latter follow as a Confequence of 
it. We had certainly a Right to continue our Operations again{ft an Enemy in actual War with us, 
jf we could not agree on the Conditions of Accommodation. 

8th. 1n this Pofition the Conduct of the Commander in Chief is decorated with all the gaudy Epi. 
thets of Panegyric to make my Character appear the blacker by the Contraft. I crave Leave to 
quote the whole Paffage as it tands—* Thatin Anfwer to tuch dendaole With of the faid Commander 
«in Chief, the Prefident (Warren Haftings) preferring his own probidited Plans of extended De- 
minion to the mild, equitable, and wife Policy inculcated in the Standing Orders of his Superiors, 
and now enferced by the Recommendation of the Commander in Chief, did inftruét and defire him, 
the faid Commancer in Chiat, inflead of fuliciting the Vizier to relinquifh his Conqueft to Fyzoola 
“ Cawn, to dilcourage it, as much as it was in his Power,” “ although the faid Haftings did not 
once exprefs, or cven intimate, any Doubt whatever of the Nabob F yzoola Cawn’s Innocence as to 
the Origin of the War, or of his Hereditary Right to the Territory which he claimed; but to Bie 
n “s {aid 
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“ faid Pleas of the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, as well as to the Argument both of Policy and Fuftice, ad- 
*¢ vanced by the Commander in Chief, he the faid Haftings did folely oppofe certain /peculative 
© Objects of imagined Expediency ; fumming up his decided Rejection of the Propofals made by the 
"© Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, in the following remarkable Words : 

“6 With refpe& to Fyzoola Cawn be appears not to merit our Confideration, The petly Sovereign of a 
8 Country efimated at Six or Eight Lacks ought not for a Moment to prove an Impediment to any of our 
“© Meafures, or to affec? the Confiftency of our Condué?.” 

To this complicated Charge ] am compelled to make a larger Reply than fuch as were required by 
the preceding Pofitions, as it involves a greater Variety of Matter, and fome foreign from the Subject. 
1 prefume that the Allufion here made to the Standing Orders of the Company, prohibiung Plans of 
extended Dominion, and my Difobedience to them, have no proper Place in this Charge, but belong: 
exclufively to the Firft Article of the Charge, namely the Rohilla War; in my Aniwer to which J 
have faid all that was neceffary for me to urge on the Subject. I have alfo endeavoured in the fame 
Place to prove, and I think I have proved, both the Juftice and Policy of the War undertaken 
with the Rohillas. Thefe are Points which I claim to be allowed me in the prefent Charge, becaufe 
either they are already proved, or they muft operate to my Condemnation throughout the whole 
Courfe of the War, and cannot apply further than the general Charge itfelf to any Part of my 
Tranfactions with Fyzapla Cawn. But if the War was confiltent with the Principle of Juftice, 
it was alfo allowable by the Laws of War, and it became my Duty, fo far as I was the Director of 
it, to profecute it to the Attainment of its profeffed Purpofes, or of others equivalent to them, or as 
nearly equivalent as I could obtain. The Commander in Chief was defirous of concluding a Peace 
with Fyzoola Cawn, and leaving him in Polleffion of a Part of the Country tor which we were con- 
tending. I was of a different Opinion; an Opinion not fpeculative, as it is defcribed, but obli- 
gatory by the Principles of Confiftency, to which | have ever adhered as a primary Rule of Conduct, 
and by the Terms to which I myfelf had exacted the Compliance of the Nabob Suja Dowlah, before 
I would fuffer the Company to be a Party to the War, namely, that if we were once engaged in it, 
we fhould not defift till we had accomplifhed the total Reduction of the Country—as will be feen by 
my Letter to the Nabob Suja Dowlah, entered in Confulcation of the 22d November 1773, and in 
the Appendix to the Fitth Report of the Secret Committee, N° 24. Ic was not neceffary that I 
fhould change my original Plan, becaufe the Commander in Chief recommended it, though this 
feems to be ftated as a Crime againft me. Neither was it neceffary for me, in a Correfpondence with 
the Commander in Chief, then the executive Officer of the Board, not joined in their Deliberations, 
to enter into a Difcuffion of the original Grounds of the War, or of the Innocence of Fyzoola Cawn 
as to the Origin of it, or his Rights of Inheritance, though my Silence on thefe Points is ftated as 
an Admiffion of them againit myfelf. The Ufe that is made of my Letter to Colonel Champion is 
an Inftance of that unfair Mode of Quotation, of which I have already had too frequent Occafion to 
complain in the other Articles of the Charge preferred againft me, I fhall therefore beg Leave to 
trefpafs on the Patience of this Honourable Houle, by inferting the Letter at large, by which they 
will judge for themfelves whether it deferves to be treated as a mere ‘ Oppolfition of certain fpecu- 
“ lative Objects of imagined Expediency to Arguments of Policy and Juftice.” 


To Colonel Champion, &c. 


‘© Dear Sir, 

<¢ Tam now to reply to your Letter dated the 28th of May. The following are my Sentiments on 
the Propofitions which have been made to you by Abdureen Khan on the Part of Fyzoola Khan: The 
Firft is not to be liftened to ; it would be a dire& Violation of our Treaty with the Vizier. 

‘© The Second mult depend folely upon the Vizier; and if it is not agreeable to him, we could nei- 
ther compel nor infift to his acceeding to it. 

“© The Third is exactly the fame with the Second, with the Difference only of offering Money to the 
Company for influencing the Vizier; for which Reafon I would of the Two prefer the Second to 
the Third, becaufe fuch an Agreement muft become Public, and a Conduct of this Kind would breed 
perpetual Diftruft in the Vizier againft every future Advice we fhould give him. 

 Thefe are my particular ObjeCtions to the feveral Propofitions; but I have One general Objection 
* tothe Whole of them, which is, that they are diametrically oppofite to the Principle on which the Ro- 
hilla Expedition was on our Part undertaken, which was not merely on Account of the pecuniary 
Acquifition of Furty Lacks of Rupees to the Company ; for although this might be an acceffory Ar- 
gument, it was by no Means the chief Object of the Undertaking. 

“ We engaged to alli{t the Vizier in reducing the Kohilla Country under his Dominion, that the 
Boundary ot his Poffeffions might be compleated, by the Ganges forming a Barrier to cover them from 
the Attacks and Infults to which they were expofed by his Enemies, either poffeffing or having Accels 
to the Rohilla Country ; this our Alliance with him, and the Neceffity of maintaining this Alliance, 
fo long as he and his Succeffors fhall deferve our Protection, rendered advantageous to the Company’s 
Intereft, becaufe the Security of his Poffeffions from Invalions in that Quarter is in Fad the Security 
of ours. But if the Rohilla Country 1s delivered to F yzoola Khan, the Advantages propofed from this 
Meafure will be totally defeated , the fame Objections froin the Vizier will take place againit him as 
againit Hafez Rhamut; he will be actuated by the fame Principles of Self.defence, and the fame 

Impreffions 


f 95 J 


Impreffions of Fear, to feck the Protetion of other Powers againft the Vizier, and of courfe will 
create the fame Jealoufies and Sufpicions in the Mind of the Vizier, with the aJditional and ftrong 
Incentive to a mutual Animofity, of an enormous Debt, which probably Fyzoola Khan will find no 
other Means to get clear of, but by engaging in Hoftilities againft the Vizier, 

“© 1 cannot fubfcribe to your Opinion of the Vizier being unable to maintain Poffeffion of the con- 
quered Country; it is at leaft certain that there isa much greater Probability of his maintaining Pol- 
feffion of it, fupported by the Refources of his Hereditary Dominions, and the Credit of the Englith 
ProteQion, even without our actual Intervention, than that Fyzoola Khan fhould maintain the Pof- 
feflion of it; a Man of no Repute, without natural Power or Intereft, and unprovided with every 
Means of Self-defence. The Board undertook the Rohilla Expedition on a firm Conviction, both 
that the Vizier would be able to maintain his Conqueft of it, and that it would make his other Do- 
minions more defenfible for the Reaion before affigned; and with refpect to myfelf, 1 declare, that 
if I had not been morally certain of the Juftnefs of this Reafoning, | would not have confented to enter 
upon the Enterprize at all. 

*¢ Upon the Whole, my Opinion is, that inflead of foliciting the Vizier to relinquifh his Conqueft 
to Fyzoola Khan, every Argument fhould be ufed to diffuade him from fuch an Intention, and it is 
my Defire that you will dilcourage it as much as is in your Power. I make no Doubt but, from the 
Explanation J have given, you will be convinced both of the Propriety of adhering to the Principles 
laid down, and the Neceffity of a€ting with Confiftency. Excule me tor adding, that if we fuffer our 
Attention to be drawn off from our grand and principal Defign by every adventitious Allurement that 
may prelent itfelf, our Conduct muft prove delultury, and we can adhere to no regular Plan, nor pro- 
pofe any certain Find to our Parfuits, 

“ You mention the Neceffity the Vizier will be under of conftantly having a Brigade of our Troops 
with him, as an Argument again{l his retaining the Robilla Country, which you have repeated in feveral 
of your Letters, but I fhould be forry to repaid this Circumftance in that Light: It has always been 
my With, it was a principal Reafon afligned by the Board co the Court of DireClors for our joint Under- 
taking with the Vizier, that a Third Part of our Army fhould be conftantly employed in his Country ; 
becaufe it would keep them from lofing Difcipline and Vigour by Inaétion, would prove an E-ncourage- 
ment to the Officers and Soluiers, would fave the Company a very confiderable Expence, and perpe.- 
tuate the Dependence of the Vizier upon our Alliance. This Circumftance therefore cannot operate 
as an Objection, fince it is a principal Advantage propofed by the Adminiftration to refult from the 
Mealures they have adopted. 

‘Tf it would have had any Weight againft the Extenfion of the Vizier’s Territory, it would have 
prevented the Undertaking entirely, and precluded you from the prefent Command, and the Honour 
you have acquired in it. | cannot furppofe that you mean the Reafoning which you have at prefent 
adopted on this Subjeét as a Reproach to the Board for having formed a Dehgn which, by your Argu- 
ment, mutt defeat itfelf, even with all the Succefs that could attend it; but it is aftontfhing that this 
Confideration fhould have efcaped you, fince, by the frequent Reiteration of this Argument, you have 
undoubtedly been cafting the fevereft Reflections on the Meafures of Government, which, right or 
wrong, we muft now maintain, and which I ftill chink founded on the foundeft Policy, and I truft 
that the E’vent will prove them fo. 

«© The Seiks are at too great a Diilance, and too much engaged in their own Affairs, to give any 
material or lafting Oppofition to the Vizier ; nor are the Marattas likely to gee freed from their own 
internal Divifions, or the Effects of them, focn enough to renew their Pretenfions in the next Seafon. 
But even although the Reafon for expecting a Junétion of the Sekks and Marattas with Fyzoola Khan 
were well founded, neither this Alarm on the one Hand, nor the Temptation of the Kighty’ Lacks on 
the other, ought to have a Moment’s Influence with us to deviate from the Line preicribed for the 
Undertaking. 

«© With reipect to Fyzoola Khan, he appeared not to merit our Confideration, The petty Sovereign 
of a Country, eltimated at Six or Might Lacks ought not tor a Moment to prove an Impediment to 
any of our Meafures, or to affect the Confiftency of our Conduct. I own it was my original Wihh, 
that the King, or Nudjiff Cawn on his Part, fhould have been included in the Participation which 
has actually taken Place of the Rohilla Dominions, as it would quicken the Iffue of the War, obviate 
one Source of Competition, and fil] keep up the Connection of Intereft between us and the King, and 
between the King and his Vizier, Bur my next With was, and is, that the King and Vizier miyhe 
be induced to accede to a new [articipation, by an Exchange of the Doab, to be given to the King 
in heu of the Territory of Zabira Cawn. 

“© If my Memory does not deccive me, thie Plan was recommended by me to the Vizier in Perfon, 
when the Rolilla Expedition was firft concerted at Banares, and I own 1 with it to take Place; this 
you will obferve its but a Conlequence of the original Principle of completing the Boundary of the 


Vizier’s Dominions.” 


I fhall not take up more of the Time of the Honourable Houfe on this Letter than to obferve that 
an Accommodation of a different Kind from that which was urged by Colonel Champion, did foon 
atter take Place, and that the Vizier’s Dominions ever fince have continued in a State of uainterrupted 
Peace, except from its Internal Difturbances, which I adduce as a Proof both that the Robilla War 
did completely fulfil my Predition of its Effects, and that I was as well grounded in my Perlever~ 


ance in rejecting the Propofal of placing it again under the Charge of that dangerous Tribe, which 
5 we 
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wé had fo happily expelled from it. Yet are we indebted entirely to the pacific Dilpofition of 
Fyzoola Cawn, his infirm Habit of Body, and his laudable Purfuits of Hufbandry, to which he has 
entirely devored himfelf, for the Quiet which the Nabob of Owde has enjoyed on a Quarter fo vul- 
nerable; for {mall as that Territory is, the Chiet of it may at all Times invade the Dominion of the 
Nabob of Owde, with an Liffect proportioned to the lorce with which it is attempted, and with an 
Affurance of Impunity in the laft Refort, from the unknown Woods and Mountains which lie behind 
it. The‘Time may yet come, and that not far diftant, which fhall verify this Defcription of the 
relative Situation of the Two Countries, 

gth. This Pofition affirms, that in the violent and arbitrary Pofition afcribed tothe Quotation made 
as above from my Letter, ‘I did avow it to be a public Principle of my Government, that no Rigds, 
however manifeft, and no Innocence, however unimpeached, could enutle the Weak to our Proteétion 
‘© ayainft others, or fave them from our own active K-ndeavours for their Oppreffion and even Extirpa- 
* tion, fhould they interfere with our Notions of Political Expediency.” I dare not truft myfelf to 
comment on this extraordinary Affertion, but appeal to the Candour and Jultice of this Honourable 
Houle to determine, whether any Words ufed by me in that Letter on which it is profefledly 
grounded, or whether, in all the Compofitions I have ever written, and which are before the Honour- 
able Houle, I have ever been guilty of a Sentiment lo profligate as my Acculer has herein im- 
puted to me, without ever deigning to fpecify the Words which he has ftamped with fo wicked a 
Conftruction. 

roth, This Pofition affirms, that I wrote a private Letter to the Commander in Chief, dated the 16th 
of Sepiember, “ without the Content or Knowledge of my Colleagues,” contradiGory of a Letter 
writtca Eight Days bet re by them, &c, Were this Affertion true, yet as my Letters to Colonel 
Champion had no Force of Authority, I was guilty of no Crime in writing them, though they were 
not written without the Confent or Knowledge of my Colleagues ; but the Fact is, that I did write the 
Letter which my Profecutor has noticed as defective in this fuppofed Formality, with the Know- 
ledge of my Colleagues; the very next Letter following it inthe Appendix of the sth Report of the 
Secres Committee, N° 27, is a Letter from the Select Committee (my Colleagues) dated the nexe 
Day after mine, and beginning with thefe Words: “ The Prefident has laid before us your Letter to 
** him under Date the 26th ot Auguft, with the Reply which he immediately difpatched to it, and 
* which perfectiy agrees with our Sentiments.” This Reply was my Letter in Queftion. 

Neither was my Letter contradi€tory of that of the Select Committee, dated the 8th of the fame 
Month, for both exprefled a Hope of Accommodation, but mine urged a vigorous Profecution of the 
War, as the Means of effecting it, 

rth, J cannot underftand this; perhaps the following Reply may meet the Senfe of it:—The Nabob 
Vizier, by the original Terms of our Engagement, was to dictate the Service to be performed, and 
we were to perform it. It is ftrictly confiftent with the real, not ‘“ ideal, Obligations of Dignity 
and Honour,” to diétate the Conditions of Peace to an Enemy, rather than to receive them. J thank 
God, 1 have never degraded my Country’s Dignity and Honour by adopting any other Rule. As 
to * the fubftantial Claims of Juftice.” I know not what is meant by them; but furely all Claims 
of Juftice are abrogated by a State of aétual War. 

12th. This is mere Declamation ; but as it afcribes to me, without {pecific Grounds, ‘an ultimate Ad- 
** herence to Principles of Violence and Injuftice, difgraceful to the Character, and injurious to the 
S* Incerefts of the Nation,” I have a Right to affirm it, as I know it to be utterly falfe. 


From the preceeding Specimen, this Honourable Houfe will judge of the unwarrantable Licence 
which my Accufer has affumed in his Reflections upon my Conduct; and of the intolerable Length 
to which it would lead me, were I to follow it in the fame accurate Manner through all the remaining 
Pofitions of the Charge, Seventy-nine in Number, of which I have only anfwered Twelve, which 
are the Number in the Firft Divifion. I fhall now proceed to offer a connected Narrative of all my 
Procedings, or to {peak more properly the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council (for I 
had no exclufive Share in them) with the Nabob Fyzvola Cawn, from the Conclufion of the Treaty 
with him at Loll Dong, on the 6th of October 1774, to the Clofe of my Adminiftration. 

From the Month of October 1774 to the latter End of February 1778, we had no Reference made 
to us relative to Fayzula Cawn,; but on the 25th of February 1778 we received a Letter from Mr. 
Middleton, in which he informed us, that Reports had prevailed ac Lucknow, that Fayzula Cawn 
retaincd in his Service a greater Body of Troops than were {pecified in the Treaty of 1774, and 
that he had given Protection and Encouragement to Zabitta Cawn’s defeated Army. Mr. Middle- 
ton in the fame Letter told us, that he did not pay much Attention to thefe Reports; but added, 
that the Nabob’s oppreffive and unjuft Conduct, in various Inftances, might induce Fayzula Cawn 
to form Connecgans, and to engage in Schemes incompatible with his Duty and Allegiance to the 
Vizier, Mr. Middleton alfo informed us, that Fayzula Cawn was very defirous to obtain the 
Guarantee of the Company to the Treaty which he had concluded with the late Vizier. Upon this 
Subject I had had repeated Applications from him; but the Guarantee appeared to me unneceffary, 
exept as it would afford great Satistaction to Fayzula Cawn, for our Government mu(ft have incer- 
fered, af the Nabob Vizier had attempted to encroach upon the Rights which Fayzula Cawn 
enjoyed under his Treaty with the Vizier, 
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Mr, Middleton deputed Mr. D. Barwell to Rampore, the Refidence of Fayzula Cawn. Mr. Bar- 
well tranfmitted to Mr. Middleton a very particular Account of Fayzula Cawn’s Conduct, which ap- 
peared to have been in no Inftance contrary to his Engagements; and in the Month of April his 
Treaty with the Nabob Vizier was guaranteed by the Company, agreeably to his earneft and re- 
iterated Requefts: By whofe Suggeftions Doubts were inftilled into the Mind of Fayzula Cawn, as 
to the Validity of the Treaty which Colonel Champion had witnefled, I know not ; but F am equally 
at a Lofs to difcover in what Part of the Tranfagtion which I have juft detailed I am culpable. 

On the sth December 1778 Mr. Middleton informed us that Fayzula Cawn had offered a Body 
of Two thoufand Horfe to be employed in our Service, Of this Number not more than Five 
hundred were at any Time furnifhed by Fayzoola Cawn, and thofe were employed to guard 
Rohilcund from an Invafion, which in the Firft Inftance would have affected Fayzoola Cawn, as 
his Country lay the moft expofed to the Ravages of an Enemy. For this voluntary Offer Fayzula 
Cawn deferved and received my Thanks, He was under no Engagement to furnith us with ¢ fingle 
Man, nor did I ever demand a Man from hime-Why then does my Accufer confound this with 
the fubfequent Demand which was made upon him by the Nabob Vizier, at the Recommendation of 
the Governor General and Council? It is true the Board accepted Fayzula Cawn’s Offer; but it is 
equally true that Fayzula Cawn never did fulfil it, nor ever fend more than the Five hundred 
Horfe which have been mentioned, 

Until the 27th of September 1780 no Meafures relative to Fayzuta Cawn were propofed ; and f 
defire this Honourable Houle will be fo good as to confider what our actual Situation was at that 
Period. We were engaged in a War with the Mahrattahs—-Hyder Ally Cawn had over-run the 
Carnatice-had defeated Colonel Bailie’s Detachment--and Sir Hector Monro had been obliged to 
retreat to Madras—a Mahratta Army lay contiguous to the Southern Frontier at Bengal—and at 
the fame Inftant of Time we received Intelligence that a very confiderable Armament had been fitted 
out by France, which did in Fact arrive upon the Coaft of Coromandel in the Month of January 
following. I propofed Meafures for the immediate Relief of Madras. ‘l'roops and Money were 
fent, and Sir Eyre Coote confented, on that momentous and important Occafion, to take the Com- 
mand of the Army at Madras. Before his Departure, the Board requefted his Sentiments as to the 
Difpofition of our Forces for the Defence of Bengal, and the Dominions of our Ally the Nabob 
Vizier ; for on their Security the Exiftence of our Empire in India depended. I beg Leave to read 
Sir Eyre Coote’s Minute in Confequence of this Application to him. 

“© The very accurate and juft Defcription which the Governor General has given of the Danger 
«* which at prefent impends the Interefts of the Britifh Nation in India, 1 am perfuaded will have the 
“ fame Influence upon the Mind of every other Member of the Board as it has had upon mine, and 
*© tend to produce that Freedom of Deliberation, Concord, and Unanimity in our Councils, fo ne- 
“¢ ceffary for the Public Good. In full Confidence that no other View can exift amonyft us, J with 
« the greater Chearfulnefs undertake that Part of the Service which falls to the Lot of the Station 
* I Gill, and relying on the Support of the Board therein, molt readily repofe my Military Charac- 
“ ter and Credit in their Hands. 

«© In conformity to the Requeft made at the Clofe of the Governor General’s Minute, I now 
‘¢ deliver in a State of our Force on this Eftablifhment, and of the Difpofition propofed to be made 
“© of it for the Protection of thefe Provinces, and the Relief of Madras.” 

Sir Eyre Coote, in this Minute, recommended to us to apply to Cheyt Sing for the Service of a 
Body of Horfe to cover the Province of Bahar, and that Rohilcund fhould be defended by a Bat- 
talion of Sepoys, a Thoufand of the Vizier’s Infantry, and as many of Fayzula Cawn’s Troops as 
could be procured. The Board unanimoufly adopted Sir Eyre Coote’s Sentiments, The other 
Members were Mr. Francis, Mr. Wheler, and myfelf. In the following Month (Odtober) Sir 
Eyre Coote embarked for Madras, with a large Supply of Treafure, and a {trong Detachment of 
Europeans, On the 28th of October 1780 the Board received a Letter from General Stibbert, 
enclofing the following Letter from Major Brifcoe to Sir Eyre Coote, which in his Abfence General 
Scibbert had opened. 


From Major Brifcoe to Sir Eyre Coote. 


Daranagur, the 1ft of Odtober 1780, 

* On my being appointed to, and taking, the Command of Daranagur, I was not honoured with 
« any Inftructions from you refpecting the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn’s Troops ; 1 have only 500 of his 
“ Horfe, and the Nabob in his Agreement with Government is obliged to keep up 5,000 Troops 
‘+ for affifting in the Defence of Rohilcund, A few Months ago Three Battalions gyre ftationed here 
« with Colonel Muir, befides a Body of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn’s Cavalry, and \ were well em- 
‘¢ ployed, and had enough to do in protecting the Country from Invafion. The Command is greatly 
* reduced, One Battalion taken away, and Fyzoolla Cawn has not afforded more than s00 Mea 
*¢ fince I have been here, which is a great deal too {mall a Force from him, as I acquainted you, in 
66 my oe Letters, Two Battalions was too {mall a Command to defend Rohilcund from 
“ Invation.” 


With 
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With this Letter General Stibbert wrote to the Board; on the 28th Otober 1780, as follows: 

© I prefume that on a Perufal of the Major’s Letter, the Neceflicy of preffing both the Vizier 
‘s and Fyzoolla Cawn to conttibute effectually to the Relief of the Rohilcund will not fail to ap- 
“* pear to the Board.” 

The Letters from Majof Brifcde and General Stibbere wete taken into Confideration on the 4d 
of November, the Members prefent being Mr. Francis, Mr. Wheler, and myfelf ; and it was agreed, 
without any Debate or Diffent, as a Matter of courfe, * that the Governor General be requefted to 
ss write to the Nabob Vizier, recommending to him to require from Fyzoolla Cawn the Quota of 
“© Troops ftipulated by Treaty to be furnifhed by the latter for his Scrvice, being 5,000 Horfe, to 
— § be put under the immediate Command of Lieut. Colonel Muir at Futtigur.” 

In Confequence of this unanimous Refolution of the Board, I wrote to the Nabob Vizier, who 
applied to Fyzoolla Cawn, and tranfmitted to me the Anfwer which he received to this Application. 
The Anfwer is certainly evafive and unfatisfactory. Fyzoolla Cawn ftated that 1,000 of his Horfe 
were with Major Brifcoe, although in Fact he never had more than 500. With refpeét to the Trea- 
ty itfelf, Ido freely confefs that, in common with the other Members of the Board, I conceived 
Fyzoolla Cawn was obliged by ‘Treaty to furnifh 5,000 Horfe in Time of War, inflead of ‘2 or 
‘© 3,000 Men, according to his Ability ;” which are the Words of the Treaty. 

I muft obferve, that the Treaty was fo loofely worded as to be open to Cavil and Difpute, and 
every Part of it liable to Mifconftructions: But in Juftice to the other Gentlemen who compofed 
the Council, as well as to myfelf, I defire to obferve, that we had at that Time a Variety of moft 
prefling and important Bufinefs before us; nor can I now conceive how we could commit fo 
palpable an Error, unlefs, in the Hurry of Bufinefs, with Major Brifcoe’s Letter lying before 
us, which ftated that the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn is obliged to keep up 5,000 Troops, we adopted 
his Affertion as a Fact, without Confideration or Debate, and immediately aéted upon it. A Mem- 
ber of this Honourable Houfe, Mr. Francis, was at that Time One of my Colleagues+—I would 
defire to call upon him to ftate what he can recollect upon this Part of the Charge, 

Upon the Receipt of the Nabob Vizier’s Letter on the 15th of February 1781, I propofed, ‘© That 
“¢ a Deputation to Fyzoulla Cawn fhould be immediately recommended to be fent by the Nabob 


“*. Vizier, accompanied by an Agent from Mr. Middleton in Behalf of our Government, as Gua+ 


“ rancees, and that in Prefence of proper Witneffes they fhould demand immediate Delivery of 
*© 3,000 Cavalry ; and if he fhould evade, or refufe Compliance, that the Deputies fhould deliver a 
“© formal Proteft again{t him for Breach of Treaty, and return, making their Report to the Vizier, 
*© which Mr. Middleton was to tran{mit to the Board.” 

In confequence of this Refolution, Mr. Johnfon was deputed to Fyzoolla Cawn; and on the 1ft 
April 1781, he wrote to Mr. Middleton, ftating various Points in which Fyzoolla Cawn had broke 
his Treaty with the Vizier ; That particularly, as he was precluded by Treaty from keeping more 
than 5,000 Rohillas in his Diftri€ts, there were in Rampore alone not lefs than 20,000 Rohilla Sol- 
diers ; and that the Excefs of Fyzoolla Cawn’s Revenue beyond what he was allowed by Treaty, 
lay in a fraudulent Valuation at the Time of the Grant, and did not proceed from the Improve- 
ments in his Colleétions.—In a Second Letter from Rampore Mr, Johnfon informed Mr. Middleton 
that Fyzoolla Cawn had given a flat Refufal to the Demand of 3,000 Cavalry; that he therefore, in 
Compliance with the Orders of the Board, drew up and delivered to Fyzoolla Cawn a formal 
Proteft, which was witneffed by Major Balfour. 

Fyzoolla Cawn faid, the Treaty fpecified no definite Number of Cavalry or Infantry, only ex- 
prefiing Troops; that he would furnith 2,000 Horfe and 1,000 Foot, and One Year’s Pay in Ad- 
vance.—Mr, Johnfon’s Letters were tranfmitted to us, accompanied by a Letter from the Nabob Vi- 
zi¢r, urging us to confent to the Refumption of Fyzoolla Cawn’s Jagheer, and that he thould receive 
the Amount of it in Money, after deducting the Expence of the Troops he was engaged to 
furnith, 

On thefe Letters the Board came to no Determination. I myfelf moved, on the Day they were 
read, in June 1781, “© Thata final Refolution on the Subject of the above Letter, and the Papers 
** accompanying it, be fufpended to another Occafion ,” and it was agreed to. 

On the rgth of September 1781, I concluded an Agreement with the Nabob Vizier at Chunar. 
At this Time the Rebellion of Benares was fcarcely quelled, its Confequences uncertain, and the 
Frovince unfettled. Violent Commotions, excited by this Example, ftill prevailed in many Parts of 
the Vizier’s Dominions, A fincere and cordial Union between his Government and ours, and even 
the moft public Indication of it, were neceffary to the Peace and Profperity, and, as I believed, to 
the Exiftence of both: I was, therefore, more than ordinarily folicitous both to contribute to 
his Means of Power and Wealth, and to confirm his Confidence in my Attachment ; nor was I with- 
out a Feeling of Gratitude for the recent Proofs which he had given me of his Attachment to me and 
to my Government, in the precipitate Manner in which he had flown to offer me, and to afford me, 
if wanted, his Affiftance. I was determined to gratify him in every Point which could be with Pro- 
priety and with Confiftency granted. Here, too, 1 muft add, that I ftill retained the Impreffion of 
Fyzoola Carn’s Refufal to furnith the Military Aid ftipulated by his Treaty, and I maintain that I 
was warranted in confidering it an Evafion, if not a Breach of his Treaty ; fince, though our Demand 
had exceeded the Letter of the Treaty, we had an undoubted Claim (I mean the Vizier under our 
Guarantee, for in this Inftance we were One) to fome Affiftance, and he had eluded it alee 
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Befides this, ] had for fome Time paft received various and repeated Informations of treacherous 
Intrigues, and other Aéts imputed to him; to which, though J refuled that Degree of Credit which 
might have impelled me to any decided Act againft him, yet I certainly yielded fo far to the Belief, 
as to feck to guard myfelf by every poffible Means of Caution and Preparation againft what 
might eventually happen. When therefore the Nabob prefented to me the Paper of Requifitions, 
which, by my Affent to them afterwards, formed what has been ftyled the Engagements of Chunar, 
the Demand to be allowed to refume the Jagheer of Fyzoola Cawn being One of them, I affented to 
it, as I did to the reft ; but in fuch a Manner as to referve the Rights of further Examination, and 
of indefinite Sufpenfion, until the Grounds of proceeding to the Extremity portended in the Claufe 
mere fufficiently afcertained. In this Nicety cf Dilcrimination, I defired the Nabob to infert the 
Words, * when Time fhall fuit,” into the Requifition, which was abiolute in the Firft Draft of it; 
and with that Qualification of it I affented to it. That this was my Intention, is demonftratcd by 
the Declaration made of it to the Board, in the annexed Obfervations on the Engagement when I 
tranfmitted to them immediately after the full Report of my Tranfaciions with the Nabob Vizier, 
which terminated with it, My Words will better demonftrate this than any Reafoning upon 
them. 

After ftating the fpecific Inftances of fufpeé&ted Fidelity, which had appeared in the Behaviour of 
Fyzoola Cawn, 1 concluded my Obfervation with the following Sentence: ** But ] am of Opinion, 
“that neither the Vizier’s nor the Company’s Interefts would be promoted by depriving Fyzoola 
«© Khan of his Independency ; and J have therefore referved the Execution of this Agreement to 
‘an indefinite Term, and our Government may always interpofe to prevent any ill Effects 
“© from it.” 

Hence it is plain, that no Wrong, no fubftantial Wrong, was either done or intended to Fyzoola 
Cawn; and that if J can be fuppoled to have been actuated by any decret Motive of Enmity to him, 
I had effectually precluded myfelf from gratifying it, by a Declaration fo explicitly made, that it 
was contrary to the Interefts both of the Nabob and the Company (for fuch is the confequent Senfe 
of it) to deprive Fyzoola Cawn of his Independency. 

Had my Conduét in this Inftance been arraigned at the Time, while the Senfe of recent Provocas 


gtion, the gathered Alarms around me, and the Confciouinefs of internal Rectitude, had Poffeffion of my 


Mind, I would have juftified the A& againft the Judgment of all Mankind, if that had condemned it, 
In the calmer Reflection on Events, anich have loft by Time their Hold on the Paffions (though few, 
I hope, have been the Inftances in which mine have prevailed over my Judgment) and to which fubfe- 
quent Events have given a different Colour, 1 am not afhamed to acknowledge, that the Act itfelf 
was formally wrong, and yet more than formally, as it might become a Precedent for worfe Purpofes. 
—If this Honourable Houfe fhall judge that I deferve its Cenfure for an Errror thus avowed, I halt 
refpectfully fubmit to it. 

After the Vizier had returned to Lucknow, in the Courfe of the Year 1782, I received repeated 
Complaints from the Nabob, and from the Refident, againft Fyzulla Cawn; but I refitted every 
Application that was made to me for depriving him of his Jagheer; and when 1] appointed Mr. Briftow 
to the Refidency of Oude, I gave him explicit Inftructions on the Subject of Fyzulla Cawn, which 
will prove, beyond a World of Argument, how careful [ was to avoid a Rupture with him. 1 defire 
to enter them entire, and to contralt them with the garbled Quotation of them inthe Charge. 

«© Mr, Middleton has written to the Board, that Fyzoola Cawn has been making Preparations for 
“* entering on open Hoftilities with the Nabob Vizier, and combining other Perfons againft him. I 
‘© fufpect the Information; but Prudence requires to be prepared again{t the Poffibility of fuch an 
s Event. It is poffible, that the Vizier’s apparent Weaknefs may have excited Fyzoola Cawn to 
*¢ form fuch a Defign: It is more probable that he has been driven to it by the public Declarations 
s¢ and Menaces both of the Refident and the Minifter. I have written a Letter to him, fuch as I think 
¢ beft calculated to divert him from any fuch Undertaking, by Affurances of the favourable Dif- 
«* pofition of this Government towards him, while he fhall not have forfeited it by any improper 
«© Conduét ; and by ftating to him the fatal Confequences which muft attend his Defe@lion, That 
«© Letter you will perhaps receive earlier than I (hall be able to put you in Pofleffion of thefe In. 
«© ftructions. I fhall only add upon this Head, that you muft be guided by your own Difcretion in 
‘© whatfoever relates to it; but be careful to prevent the Nabub’s Affairs from being involved with 
“© new Difficulties, while he has already fo many to opprefs him,” 

My Accufer ftates, That ‘in my Inftructions to Mr. Briflow, I did leave him to be guided by 
«© his own Difcretion ;” but (I add) “ be careful to prevent the Vizier’s Affairs from being involved in - 
“ new Difficulties whilft be bas already fo many to oppre/s him,” thereby plainly hinting at fome more 
decifive Meafures, whenever the Vizier fhould be lefs oppreffed with Difficulties. 

_ How my Accufer can infer, from the Words of a Prohibition, my concealed Intention of authorizing 
the Thing which I had prohibited, or what Right he has to be the Interpreter of my Thoughts, 
much lefs to prefs them to bear Evidence againft me, I know not, I refer to the Extraé which 1 
have given of my Inftructions for the full Interpretation of my real Intention, and, as | truft, for a full 
Refutation of fo groundlefs a Charge. 

Mr. Briftow, in Confequence of my Inftruétions, advifed the Nabob Vizier to concert agd form a 
new and permanent lent with the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, which might obviate all furure Signs 
of Jealouly and Diftry Ape on the 30th December 1782 Mr. Brnitow informed the Board, that 
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he had deputed Major Palmer to Fyzoola Cawn with Inftructions for conducting, on the Part of the 
Nabob Vizier, a formal Arrangement with Fyzoola Cawn. In the fame Letter Mr. Briftow fates, 
«© That Fyzoola Cawn had not inilructed his Vakeel to agree to grant any pecuniary Aid to the 
© Vizier, and that he wifhed to evade granting Military Aid to the Vizier at any Diftance from his 
*¢ own Country."—Mr, Briftow adds, That, “* Fyzoola Cawn has derived Security, Honour, and 
sé Advantage from his Connection with the Vizier’s Government, and thinks he would hardly at- 
« rempt to create Difturbances, as he could not be benefited by a Change.”—But he adds, ‘That, 
© Jealoufies are likely to fubfilt, while Fyzoola Cawn may poffels the Means of bringing 20,000 
«6 Men into the Field.” 

I beg Leave to continue the Narrative, by inferting Major Palmer’s Letters, containing an Account 
of the Commencement and Conclufion of his Negociation. Thefe will, ] am confident, convey to 
this Honourable Houfe a very different Idea of my Conduct refpecting Fyzoola Cawn, than that 
with which the partial Quotations from thefe Letters, which my Accufer has inferted in the Charge, 
are calculated co imprefs them. 


Copy of a Letter from Major William Palmer to Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Vizier’s 
Court; dated the 24th January 1783. 


« Since my laft, advifing you of my Arrival at this Place, I have had daily Conferences with the 
eldeft Son of the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, in which every Point of Mifunderftanding and Complaint 
between the Vizier and Fyzoola Cawn have been fully difcuffed, and the Sentiments of the Board and 
the Vizier relating thereto, and their Defire of removing them, and of fixing the Sovereignty of the 
Vizier, and the Dependance of Fyzoola Cawn, upon an unequivocal and permanent Footing, clearly 
explained. 

i Fyzoola Cawn perfifts in denying the Infringement on his Part of any One Article in the Treaty, 
or the Neglect of any Obligation which it impofes upon him. He does not admit of the Improve-. 
ments reported to be made in his Jagheer; and even afferts that the Collections this Year will fall 
fhort of the original Jomma, by Reafon of a long Drought. He denies having excecded the limited 
Number of Rohillas in his Service, and having refufed the required Aid of Cavalry made by Mr. 


Waving 
Johnfon to act with General Goddard. He obferves, refpecting the Charge of wading the Vizier’s 
Requifition for the Cavalry lately ftationed at Daranagur to be ftationed at Lucknow, that he is not 
bound by Treaty to maintain a ftationary Force for the Service of the Vizier, but to fupply an Aid 
of 2 or 3,000 Troops in Time of War, Laftly, he afferts, that fo far from encouraging the Reiots 
of the Vizier to fettle in his Jagheer, it has been his conftant Practice to deliver them up to the Aumil 
of Rohilcund whenever he could difcover them. 

“Tc is very difficult, if not impracticable, in my Situation to obtain fuch Information as might enable 
me to aflign the Degree of Credit to which thele Denials and Affertions of Fyzoola Cawn are enti- 
tled. From general Appearances, as well as univerfal Report, it cannot be doubted that the Jumma 
of his Jagheer is greatly encreafed beyond the original Grant. The Number of Rohillas in Rampoor 
alone certainly exceeds that limited by the Treaty for his Service. It is not clearly expreffed whether 
the Reftriction included Rohillas of all Defcriptions, but fuch was apparently the Meaning of the late 
Vizier in the Firlt Treaty, fince he required Fyzoola Cawn to fend all above that Number beyond the 
Ganges; and itis fufficiently known, that every Rohilla in this Jagheer, however occupied in or- 
dinary, would appear in Arms for the Defence of Fyzoola Cawn, by whomfoever he might be attacked. 
But it does not appear that their Numbers are formidable, or that he could by any Means fubfitt 
fuch Numbers as could caufe any ferious Alarm to the Vizier; neither is there any Appearance of 
their entertaining any Views beyond the quiet Poffeflion of the Advantages which they at prefenc 
enjoy. 

‘ With refpect to the Increafe of Jumma, although it has been folemnly relinquifhed by the Vizier, 
yet the Conceffion having been gratuitous, fo great a Favour fhould certainly operate upon Fy- 
zoola Cawn in a new and durable Accommodation, propoled as much for his Security as for the Intereft 
of the Vizier. 

« Fyzoola Cawn feems to be fully fenfible that an Engagement to furnifh Military Aid, however 
clearly the Conditions might be ftated, muft be a Source of perpetual Mifunderftanding and Incon- 
veniencies, and he is very defirous of the Remiffion of that Stipulation for a Compentation in Money. 
But he and I differ widely in owr Idea of the Equivalent to which the Vizier would be entitled for it. 
He offers only Five Lacks of Rupees altogether ; and J have given him my Opinion, that the Vizier 
may reafonably demand that Sum Annually: But Objections, or rather a Refulal, fo ftrong was 
made to any continual Payments, that I am convinced he would rifk any Extremity rather than 
yield to it. I was, however, defired to name a Sum to be paid at Once, in lieu of an Annual De- 
mand: I mentioned Twenty Lacks of Rupees as the leaft Sum which I thought the Vizier entitled to, 
or that he would accept for the propofed Conceffion. I have not yet been informed of Fyzoola Cawn’s 
Refolution upon this Propofition ; but if he rejects it, 4 fhall have no further Hopes of effecting fuch 
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an Accommodation as will be confiftent with the Interefts and Dignity of the Vizier, or the Views of 
our Government, and fhall return immediately to Lucknow. 
A true Copy. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
Refident at the Vizier’s Court.” 


From Major Palmer to Mr. Haftings. 
6c Sir, | : 

“© J have at length come to a final Agreement with Fyzoola Cawn, for the Remiffion of the Mi- 
litary Aid which he is bound to furnifh the Vizier. This is the only Propofition upon which he 
was willing to treat; and J am well pleafed to have efcaped the Dangers of fo important a Ne- 
gociation as that of ceding the Vizier’s Sovereignty and Property in this valuable Jagheer. I am at 
a Lofs to conjecture what can be Fyzoola Cawn’s real Motives for declining an Acquifition of fuch 
Magnitude. The Reafon he has affigned to me I cannot credit—it is an Inability to advance the 
Paifhcufh, J demand only Thirty Lacks for this important Ceffion, in which every other would 
have been included, and he has given Fifteen for the fingle One above-mentioned. I look back 
with Self-congratulation on my Offer having been rejected. I fhould have incurred much Cenfure 
and Sufpicion if he had accepted it, from thofe who do not know the real State of Things, and the 
liberal Principles upon which your Board recommended the Ceffion. There are no Precedents, in the 
ancient Ulages of the Country, for afcertaining the Nuzzerana or Peifhcufh of Grants of this Nature, 
they were beftowed by the Prince as Rewards or Favours ; and the accuftomary Prefents in Return 
were adapted to the Dignity of the Donor, rather than the Value of the Gift, to which it never, J 
believe, bore any kind of Proportion. In my Demand, I endeavoured to reconcile this Practice 
with the Object which the Board had in View, of fome Indemnification to the Vizier ; and when 
you know that the chief Claim, upon which it was fuppofed the Vizier had a Right to Compenfa- 
tion, was not formed, I am perfuaded that you will approve my Conduct; I mean the Advantages 
which it was alledged Fyzoola Cawn had derived from the Labours of the Vizier’s Ryats. I be- 
lieve I have already informed you, that he has proved to me the Error of this Suppofition, by pro- 
ducing Receipts of various Dates, and for great Numbers of thofe People, furrendered upon Requi- 
fition from the Vizier’s Officers, I trouble you with this Vindication, left it fhould be infinuated 
that I had an Intention to facrifice the Vizier’s Intereft, but only wanted Opportunity to carry it into 
Execution; and befides, 1 think it as indifpenfable to you for my Intentions as for my Actions. 

“© The Sum which I have accepted for relinquifhing the ftipulated Aid will, 1 think, be thoughe 
an ample Equivalent for fuch precarious Service. J think myfelf that I have made an excellence 
Bargain for the Vizier; and, at the fame Time, I believe Fyzoola Cawn is perfectly fatisfied, fince 
I have fpent a Month, in order to effect by Argument and Perfuafion what I could have obtained in 
an Hour by Threats and Compulfions. 

“© The Money is to be paid by the following Inftallments ; Five Lacks in Specie, to be delivered ta 
me upon figning the Releafe; Five Lacks at the Commencement of the next Kuriof Harvett; 
Two Lacks at the following Rubby ; and the remaining Three Lacks at the Kuriof enfuing, 

‘© The Specie is Barelly Rupees of uncertain Value, becaufe fluctuating at Lucknow, at this Time 
10 or 11 per Cent. below the Reccarys of that Place. I could nut obtain better, and I believe thac 
no Perfon not known cto pofiefs your Confidence and Support, in the Degree that I am fuppofed ta 
do, would have obtained nearly fo good Terms: Fyzoola Cawn has invariably refufed at the Vizier’s 
Durbar more than Five Lacks for this very Condition, 

“ T expected to have fet out on my Return this Day ; but the fhroffing the Money, and providing 
Carriage for it, proves very tedious. 

© T have taken from Fyzoola Cawn an Engagement to afford no Afylum to the Vizier’s Ryotts. 

“© J cannot conclude th's Letter, without once more recommending to your Notice the indefatigable 
Attention, the extraordinary Abilities, and incorruptible Integrity, of Jehfufal Huflein Cawn. He is 
to you an invaluable Servant, and | fincerely wifh he was employed where he might perform more 
effential Service. 

Rampoor, Iam with Refpect, &c. 
7th Febry, 1783. (Signed) W™ PALMER.” 


By the Agreement thus concluded by Major Palmer, on the Behalf of the Nabob Vizier, every 
Poffibility of future Doubt or Difficulty is removed; and furely it was of the utmoft Importance to 
Fyzoola Cawn, that an Article of a Treaty fo liable to Mifconftruétion as that was, which bound him 
to furnifh the Vizier with Two or Three thoufand Men, fhould be effectually explained. It was, 
therefore, a prudent and an ceconomical Agreement, on the Part of Fyzoola Cawn, to free himéfelf 
entirely from every Obligation to afford Military Aid in future, by the Payment of a prefent Fine, 
and that fo moderate as Fifteen Lacks of Rupees. 

I acquit Fyzoola Cawn of having entertained hoftile Defigns againft the Vizier; yet, notwithftanding 
his pofitive Denial of the Fact, I did, and do ftill think the Nabob Vizier juftified by One Inttance of 
his Behaviour, in exacting from him fome Confideration for the improved State of his Country and 

Revenue, 
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Revenue, derived as a Confequence from the ProteCtion ‘of the Treaty fubfifting with him. This 
arofe chiefly from the Encouragement given by Fyzoola Cawn to Defertions of the Nabob’s ‘Tenants, 
who were known ta have reforted to him in great Numbers, which is a Breach of One of the moft an- 
cient and fundamental Laws of all Indoftan. In the prefent Inftance, it was aggravated by the ac- 
knowledged Relation in which Fyzoola Cawn ftood to the Nabob Vizier, as his titular Vaffal. While 
this afforded a Plea for a Demand which was ftri@ly conformable to the Ufages of Indoftan, and no 
Way contrary to Treaty, I was induced to encourage the Demand on the fame Ground, becaute I knew 
that Fyzoola Cawn was well able to anfwer it; and fo in Effeét it proved. 

I am alfo clearly of Opinion, that Fayzulla Cawn deviated in other Inftances, not only from the 
Spirit, but even from the Letter of his Treaty. Major Palmer, in the Letter which 1 have read, 
informs Mr. Briftow that Fayzoola Cawn denies his Infringement of any One Article of his Treaty ; 
but Major Palmer afferts, ** That the Number of Rohillas, in Rampoor alone, certainly exceeds that 
s¢ Jimited by Treaty for his Service ;” and he further fays, “* That from general Appearances, as 
«© well as univerfal Report, it cannot be doubted that the Jumma (Income) of his Jagheer 1s greatly 
«« increafed beyond the original Grant ;” and it has been pofitively afferted, that he obtained his 
Jagheer originally upon a falfe Valuation, It is alfo an undoubted Fact, that frequent Difturbances 
were raifed in the Vizier’s Country by the Rohillas ; and in particular, that Hoormut Cawn, One of the 
Sons of Haffez Rahmut, who had by Indulgence been allowed to remain in Rohilcund, and who was 
actually under the Protection of Fayzulla Cawn at the Time, raifed a Party of Light hundred or a 
Thouland armed Rohillas, before the fmalleft Intelligence was received of his Defign, and with this 
Force, which was Hourly encreafing, committed*Depredations in the Vizier’s Territories in Rohilcund 
for feveral Days before any effectual Check could be given to him. 


1 LOOK back to the Length of this Defence, and to fo long an Intrufion on the Time of this Ho- 
nourable Houfe, with a Regret aggravated by the Reflexion, that after all J may have been employed 
in a Wafte of Argument; for though the Production to which I have replied is entitled ‘* an Article 
‘© of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ;” though it confifts of fo long, laboured, and me- 
thodical an Arrangement, and I have ftudied it with all the Accuracy of Attention which I could 
give coit; yet am I ftill unable to draw from it any fpecific Charge. I know not whether it was 
intended to convey the Charge of Difobedience of Orders, of Oppreffion, of Corruption, of Embez- 
zlement, of prohibited or unjuft War, or of Breach of Treaty, for none of thele Crimes are {peci- 
fied ; and the Two laft of thefe only feem to be implicated in it, and the firft fo remotely, that I fcarce 
think myfelf warranted in fuppofing it. To thele, however, J have directed my Defence, and with 
them, in the only Mode in which I could defend myfelf again{t al] poffible and unknown Imputa- 
tions, by a plain Narrative of all the Tranfactions in which I have had any Participation with Fayzula 
Cawn, and which could ferve either as the Ground of Accufation or the Refutation of it, 

With refpect to the Mode in which this Charge is drawn, I mean in the Subdivifions of it, ] muft 
throw myfelf upon the Generofity as well as Juftice ot this Hlonourable Houle, in full Confidence 
thac they will acquit me of the Imputations with which thefe abound, on the Credit of my Refutation 
of thoie which ftand in the Firft Divifion or Chapter, and to which alone I have applied a minute and 
appropriate Reply. 

That in an Imtercourfe of many Years I have committed Errors I will not deny, I have acknow- 
Jedged tt—and what Mortal Being is exempt from the Commiffion of Error? But that I have ever 
committed intentional Wrong, I can truly and folemnly deny; and I appeal to the Judgment of this 
Honourable Houfe for my complete Acquittal of fuch a Charge, if fuch a Charge does exift againtt 
me; for ftiil I muft repeat that I have fought in vain to find it. 

To fum up the Whole: Let the Charge, with my Defence, be taken together, and they will 
fhew that I was vigilant in my Attention to Fayzula Cawn, a Chief who from his Situation might 
prove dangerous to the Interefts of the Company, and the Ally of the Company ;—that I protected 
him againft any eventual Defign of his Superior, in virtue of the Company’s Guarantee ;—that I 
drew from the Conmection a pecuniary Aid to the Company, at a Time when their Wants moft 
preffingly required it, and without any moral Objection made to it by the only Perfon who had a 
Right to object to it that I never fent a Man in Arms, nor fuffered one to be fent again{t Fay- 
zula Cawn, our Guarantee of the Treaty ;—and I will add, with a Reference to the Records before 
this Honourable Houfe, and to the Evidence of undoubted Notoriety, that though the Treaty 
with Fayzula Cawn has now fubfilted above Eleven Years, his Country has enjoyed, through its 
Protection, a State of undifturbed Peace and improved Cultivation, and is at this Time in a more 
flourifhing State, both in Population and Revenue, than it was known to poffefs before the Con- 
clufion of his ‘Treaty with the Nabob Shujah Dowlah. 

Let it be remembered, that in all this Time I held the Firft Place in the Adminiftration of the 
Government of Bengal, on which the Subfiftence of that Treaty depended , and from the Effects 
which I have detailed, let the Integrity of my Conduct be inferred, and its Influence allowed in 
their Production, f 
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COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Gee 
neral of Bengal. 


On the Subje& of the Robilla War. 
GIR ROBERT BARKER called in and examined. 


How long have you ferved in India, and in what Branch of the Service, Civil or Mili- 
tary? 

H have ferved in India 21 Years, from the Rank of Second Lieutenant to that of Briga- 
dier General and Commander in Chief. 


Have you ferved any Part of that Time in the Upper Provinces, and how long, and in 
what Rank? * 

I ferved in Bengal and the Upper Provinces about 10 Years, with the Rank of Colonel 
and Brigadier General. 


Was you, at or about from 1771 to 1773, Commander in Chief in thofe Provinces, and 
a Member of the Council ? 

From about 1771 to 1773 I was Brigadier General and Commander in Chief, and a 
Member of the Council. 


Whether you, during that Service, endeavoured to make yourfelf Mafter of the Interefts 
and Difpofition of the Country Powers relative to one another, and to the Company ° 
I did. 


Whether you know any Thing of the Situation and Difpofition of the Chiefs of the 
Rohillas, and Sujah Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire ? 

I one they were neighbouring Provinces, and Nations—their Countries lay contiguous 
to each other. 


Do you know of any formed Defign of the Rohillas to conquer Sujah Dowlah, and to 
extirpate his Family, and the Race of Mahometans that poffefied the Country of Oude, 
sie ap Country, during the Time of your Service? 

© not. 


5 Do 
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Do you know any Thing of a Defign of Sujah Dowlah for the Purpofe of making a 
Conqueft of the Country of the Rohillas ? 
_ Not till after the Forfeiture of the Engagement they had made in their Treaty of the 
Year 1772 with Sujah Dowlah :—There was always a Jealoufy fubfifting between the Ro- 
hillas and Sujah Dowlah ; but I do not know of any declared Refolution of Sujah Dowlah 
to reduce their Country before that Period. 


Has Sujah Dowlah been confidered as an ambitious Prince, defirous of extending his 
Dominions at the Expence of his Neighbours, or was he not? 

He was an ambitious Prince :—I do not know that he declared himfelf defirous of ac- 
quiring Poffeffions, nor making Gonquefts,-before that Time. 


What was the Ground of Jealoufy between him and the Rohillas? 

It was a Matter that arofe in his Father’s Time, upon fome Territories being taken from 
him and poffefled by the Rohillas, (I am fpeaking from Hearfay as to this laft) which he 
had ever kept in Remembrance. 


How foon after the Acceffion of Sujah Dowlah to the Dominions of his Father was he 
expelled from them by the Englifh Arms ? 
I have no Notes of that Circumftance, and I do not recollect. 


How long had he been reftored to his Dominions before his Treaty with the Rohillas 
to fecure them againft Invafion from the Mahrattas ? 

That is another Queftion which I was not prepared for:—He was reftored to his Do- 
minions after the Battle of Buxar, in which he was defeated by the Army under Colonel 
Munro. 


Was you privy tothe Treaty between the Rohillas ahd Sujah Dowlah, for the Purpofe 
already mentioned ? 
If the Queftion means in the Year 1772—I was. 


Did ye? fign it as a Witnefs ? 
J did. 


Did you conceive that you bound the Company bY that Signature to a Guarantee of 
the Treaty by War, in cafe either of the Parties had declined to perform their Ens 
gagement ? 


And the Queftion being objected to ; 
The Witnefs was direéted to withdraw. 


And being again called in 
The Queftion was repeated ? 


I did not—and my Reafons for isnt it were thefe: rft. It was requefted of me by 
the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, and the Rohillas, the two Partics.—2dly. I knew there would 
be no Treaty unlefs I did witnefs it; the Rohillas not having Faith enough in the Vizier, to 
take his Signature only. | 

Did not the Vizier charge the Rohillas with an Infraction of that Treaty ? 

He did. 


In what did that Infraction confit ? 
In not paying the £. 400,000. 


Do you, from your Knowledge of the Circumftances, think there was no other Way for 
the Vizier to recover the £, 400,000, but by a Conqueft of the Country of the Rohillas, 
and exterminating them from that Country? 

I am not a Judge of that Queftion, becaufe I left India the latter End of the Year 1773; 
and I know not what Demands were made by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, previous to his 
engaging in that War. 


Are you of Opinion, from your Knawledge of that Country, the People, and their Cir- 
cumltances, that an amicable Mediation on the Part of the Company might not have in- 
duced the Rohillas to pay that Money to Sujah Dowlah, and to compromife the Difference 
between the Parties ? 

I believe that they would have given Part to have faved the Remainder. 


8 What 
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What do you mean by the Words Part and the Remainder ? 
I mean that they would have given Part of their Wealth to have preferved the Whole 
of their Country—I meant alfo that they would have given Part of their Country to have 


preferved the Remainder. 


Whether the Vizier Sujah Dowlah was competent to the Conqueft of that Country, 
-and the Extermination of that People, without the Aid of the Englifh Arms? 
I do not think he was. 


Whether you was at Benares at the Time of the Treaty, commonly called the Treaty 
of Benares, carried on between Mr. Haftings, on the Part of the Company, and the Vizier 
Sujah Dowlah? 


I was. 


In what Situation and Character was you there? 
As Commander in Chief of the Forces. 


Did Mr. Haftings confer with you on the Articles and Provifions of that Treaty during 
the Time that it was in a Train of Negotiation? 

There were feveral Vifits of Civility which paffed between Mr. Haftings and me during 
that Time; and in Converfation, among other Things, Mr. Haftings informed me of 
fome Parts of the Conference he had had with Sujah Dowlah, relative to his Commifiion ; 
but I underftood it merely as Converfation—lI certainly fhould not have received it as official 
Information, becaufe, by being excluded from a Deputation on Political Concerns from 
the Board to the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, I found my Character, as Commander in Chief, 
confiderably degraded in the Opinion of the Country Powers. 


Had it been ufual to negotiate Treaties of great Importance with the Country Princes 
without any Official Communication with the Commander in Chief ? 

I believe not; becaufe in the Treaty of Allahabad, made by Lord Clive with Sujah 
Dowlah in 1765, General Carnac was included in that Commiffion. 


Did you ever make any Complaint, directly or indirectly, to Mr. Haftings, on the Subs 


ject of that Exclufion ? 
J did, and laid before the Council Board a Minute as foon as I came to Calcutta. 


What Reafon did Mr. Haftings affign to you for your Exclufion from that Com- 


miffion ? 
His Reafons are contained in his Anfwer to my Minute. 


When did you fee the Public Treaty of Benares for the firft Time ? 
What Treaty? 


The Treaty of the 7th of September 1773: 
I never faw any Treaty of Benares. 


Was not you called to be prefent at the Execution of the Public Treaty of Benares ? 

I muft correct my laft Anfwer—If the Queftion means, whether I faw the Treaty, f. ¢, 
whether I faw a Roll of Paper called a Treaty, which I never heard read, I certainly did 
fee the Treaty ; but the Contents of which I was unacquainted with, 


Who were prefent at the Conferences between the Vizier and Mr. Haftings? 
I don’t know. 


Do you know whether any Perfon was prefent ? 
I know only, from Mr. Haftings’s Converfation, that the Nabob’s Minifter wae prefent. 


Do you know whether any of the Company’s Servaats were prefent ? 
I do not. 


Was there any other Member of the Council at Benares befides you and Mr. Haftings ? 
There were Two, I recolle&, Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. Lambert. 


Was the Secretary of the Council there, Mr. Stuart ? 
I think he was, if I recollect right. 


Did Mr. Haftings give any Intimation to you officially, or in private, whilft you were 
at Benares, that he had concluded a fecret, unwritten Agreement with the Vizier Sujah 
Dowlah, for the Extirpation of the People called Rohillas ? 

In private, Mr. Hattings communicated to me, that the Nabob propofed marching his 
Army and that of the Company againft the Rohillas, and withed that I would command 


that Army. 
[B] Did 
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Did Mr. Haftirigs inform you that he had confented to that Propofal, and bound the 


Coimpanty’s Faith to ic? 
Ar this Diftance of Time, now 13 Years, I cannot recolle& every Circumftance which 


Mr. Haftings faid to me ‘on that Subject, but I think it implied fomething of that Kind, 
by his wifhing that I would command the Army: 
Did Mr. Haftings make this as a Propofal to you, or only a Part of a Converfation ? 
Only Part of a Converfation. 
Then you do not recollect tha Mr. Haftings told you pofitively that he had agreed to 


tthe Propofal ? 
I do not recollect it fufficiently to affirm it to the Committee. 


Whether the Rohillas were included in the Line of Defence formed, or intended to be 


formed, againft the Mahrattas, in 1772? 
If the Queftion means, that the Treaty with the Nabob and Vizier formed that Line of 


Defence—it certainly did. 
Were the Mahrattas in Fact arate is from invading the Rohillas by any Adts of Sujah- 
pages or by his Protection of that Country ? 
Oo. 


‘Were the Rohillas ever at War or at Hoftility with the Englith before 1773 ? 

I never heard that they were. 

Had the Rohillas ever done an Injury of any Kind, direct or indirett, to the Englith? 

I never heard that they did. 

Whether the Mahrattas were not prevented from poffeffing themfelves of the Rohilla 


Country by the Britith Troops, joined with thofe of Sujah Dowlah ? 
The Mahrattas were dtiven and expelled from the Rohilla Country by the Bricifh Troops, 


and thofe of the Vizier. 


‘What Grounds had you for writing, in your Lettet to the Calcutta Council, dated the 
6th of April 1773, © Itis well known that neither Promifes nor Oaths have been able 
«¢ to bind this treacherous Sect of People (fpeaking of the Rohillas) to their Engage- 


“© ments ?” 
It was very evident that Oaths did not bind them, by their Evafion to pay the Forty 
(Lacks, as agreed to with Sujah Dowlah—and their general Character was, shat.of a treach- 


erous Sect of People. 
When you, with the Britifh Army, entered the Rohilla Country, in the Beginning of 


1773, was not Hafiz Rhamet on his March to join the Mahrattas ? 
I do not know that he was :—He had been carrying on Conferences; there was an In- 


tercourfe between him and the Mahrattas; but 1 do not think he was marching to join 
them. 

Were not fome of the Rohillas at that Time joined with the Mahrattas ? 

1 do not know that there were. 

Whilft you was with Sujah Dowlah, was any Demand made by him on the Rohillas, for 
the Payment of the Forty Lacks? 

Frequently ; Demands by the Nabob, and Reprefentations from myfelf. 

Did they pay thé Money in confequence of thofe Demands and Reprefenrations ? 

I do not know that they did. 


Did not you depute Captain Gabriel Harper to Hafiz Rhamet, the Rote Chief, in 
May 1772, previous to the Treaty entered into with Sujah Dowlah and the Rohiitas? 

I did, at the Vizier’s particular and ¢atneft Requett. 

Did not Hafiz Rhamet neeet you and Sujah Dowlah in cosifequenice ? 

He did. 

Did not Hafiz Rhamet declare that he looked on Sujazh Dowlah and the’Enplifirwe-one ? 

¥ do not exactly recollect that Expfeffion:—He had great Faith in the Englifh, and 
his Vifit to the Vizier was in confequente of that Faith. 

Whetlier any Compdlfion was ufed by you, or any otter Englifh Gentleman, to dtaduce 
Hafiz Rhamee to fign the Treaty? 


None, 
-Dad 
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Did not you, fometime on or about the 24th of March 1773, fend a Propofition from 
Sujah Dowlah to the Council in Calcutta, « That if the Rohillas fhould fail in then 
« Engagements, Sujah Dowlah would give the Company Forty Lacks of Rupees for Aid 
¢¢ of their Arms, to put him in Poffeffion of the Rohilla Country ?” 

I am not certain as to the particular Date of that Letter; but I wrote to the Board, 
«> That the Nabob offered Fifty Lacks of Rupecs (upon a Failure of the Rohillas 
« to the Engagement) to put him in Poffeffion of that Part of the Rohilla Country, com 
«© monly called Hafiz Rhamet’s. 


Do you mean the Whole of the Rohilla Country, except that now held by Fizulla 
Cawn ? 
I meant that Part of the Rohilla Country held by Hafiz Rhamet. 


Did not Sujah Dowlah and the Englifh punctually perform every Part of their IT n- 
gapements with the Rohillas, notwithftanding the Evafions of that Chief? And did nor 
you, after the Completion of the Service, and the Retreat of the Mahrattas, inclofe a 
Treaty to the Council of Calcutta, for the Purpofe of fhewing to them how literally it 
had been performed ? 

The Service was completely performed—TI believe I inclofed a Treaty fometime 
before that, as foon as it was executed. 


Do not you recollect that you inclofed a Second Copy of the Treaty, and accompanicd 
it with Words to this Effett—* That you inclofed it, to fhew how literally it had been 
« performed, notwithftanding the Evafion of the Chiefs.” 

I think it very probable I did; but at this Diftance of Time I do not recollect that 
Letter. 


Was it not the Subject of common Converfation, as you might have heard in the 
Army on the Service under your Command in 1773, that the Conduct of the Rohillas 
was treacherous ? And in the Morning the Army marched under you to Ram Ghaut, 
in order to force the Mahrattas to pafs the Ganges, “© That we were on that Day to 
« breakfaft with the Rohillas, and dine with the Mahrattas ? 

¥ do not know what Converfation might pafs in the Army, but Inever heard any fuch 
Thing. 


Did not you mention to the Board in Calcutta, in feveral Letters written in the Courfe 
of that Service, previous to our Junction with the Rohillas, your Sufpicion of the Con- 
duct they meant to purfue ? 

1 mentioned feveral Times the Duplicity of their Conduct—that they were carrying on 
Conferences both with the Mahrattas and Sujah Dowlah. 


Did not the Army under your Command, after having forded the Ganges, and,recroffed 
it again into the Rohilla Country on the Eaftern Side, remain in Camp in the Neighbour- 


hood of Ram Ghaut, till the Rohillas were freed froin all Danger of future Invafion ? 


We did. 


Did not you, when the Britifh Army returned, after having completely efcGed the 
Service on which they were fent, remain afew Davs behind the Army, for the profened 
Purpofe of inducing Hafiz Rhamet to comply with his Engagements ? 


I did. 


Whether, in the Month of March 1773, you wrote any Letter to the Council at Calcutta, 
mentioning that fome of the Rohilla Chiefs had actually joined with the Mahrattas ? 

Of the great Number of Letters I wrote to the Council, it is impoffible tor me at this 
Time to recollect—I do not recolleé& fuch a Letter. 


Upon what Grounds do you form the Belicf, that, to avoid the Necefliry of War, 
the Rohillas would have furrendered Part of their Effects, to have preferved the he- 
mainder ¢ 

From a Knowledge of the People in general :—It is in their Conftirution to part with 
fomething, when forced to it, rather than rifque the Remainder. 


What do you mean by the Expreffion forced to it ? 
I mean an armed Force coming to compel thein. 


Do you mean that an armed Force would have been neceffary to have obtained Payiwenc 
of a Parr, to preferve the Remainder ? 
I do verily believe it. 


(cy Then 
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Then you believe that an armed Force would have been neceffary to have compelled 
Payment even of a Part? 
I believe it would—or the Appearance of an armed Force. 


To not you believe that fuch Payment might have been obtained by an amicable Inter- 
pofition of the Englifh Governor with the Rohillas ? 
I do not think it could, without the Appearance of Compulfion. 


In what Year were the Mahrattas driven out of the Rohilla Country, by the united 
Power of the Englifh and the Vizier ¢ 
In the Year 1773, I think. 


Yad the Mahrattas overrun the Rohilla Country in 1773 ? 
No—the Britifh Arms prevented them. 


If the Britifh Arms prevented them from overrunning the Country, how could they be 
driven out? 
They were within the Rohilla Country, and did not overrun it. 


Tow far had they advanced into the Rohilla Country? 
They had advanced as far as Azapour; but it mufl be obferved that their Depredations 
were confined chiefly to the Towns on the Banks of the Ganges. 


Were they driven out by the Britifh Forces only ? 
By the Terror of the Britifh Arms only, becaufe the Vizier was confiderably in the 
Rear. 


Did the Rohillas afign any Reafon, and what, in Juftification of their not paying the 
Money ? 

The Rohillas faid, it was true we had driven out the Mahrattas from their Country, and 
faved them, but they might return the next Year, when our joint Forces were not in the 
Rohilla Country to defend them; that we had done little, intimating, that we had not de- 
ftroyed the Mahratta Armies. 


Were the Rohillas confidered as 2 free and independent Nation, competent to make 
Treaties with other States ? 
They were independent. 


What was the reputed Character of Sujah Dowlah? 
It is very difficult for me to draw the Character of Sujah Dowlah :—He was, like all other 
Indoftaners, not obferving much Faith, when it was his Intereft to do otherwife. 


When the Britifh Army drove the Mahrattas out of the Rohilla Country, was not the 
Expence of the Britifh Army defrayed in Part by Sujah Dowlah ? 

In Part it was. 

You have faid that Mr. Haftings mentioned to you, during the Conference at Benares 
in September 1773, that Sujah Dowlah had propofed an Expedition againft the Rohillas ; 
—did you ever hear why that Propofal was not carried into Effect ? 

I quitted India a few Months after the Propofal, and never heard why it was not carried 
into F fied. 

Have you never heard that it was laid afide at the Requeft of Sujah Dowlah, pendine 


the Negotiation at Benares ¢ 
J have heard fo from the Reports of the Tranfactions of the Board. 


You have fpoken of the Rohillas as a Sect ;—were they Cultivators of the Soil of the 
Rohilla Country ? 

‘They were not:—-The Hindoos compofe the greateft Part of the People of India—a 
very large Proportion—they compofe the Wufbandmen, Mechanics, and lower Order of 
People. 

Were not the Rohillas nearly Poffeffors of the Civil and Military Power ? 

1 believe they were. ee 


Do you apprehend that it ever was propofed to expel, exterminate, or extirpate the 
Cultivators of the Soil and the Mechanics, or was it not merely intended to remove the 
Rohillas frum the Country called the Rohilla Country ? 

I ar. very fure it never was intended to expel the Cultivators of the Country, but to 
remove the Governors of it 


3 You 
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You he en vig the C ces at Benares were not officially communicated te 
you pape r. Haftings at that Time a feparate Commiffion from the Council to 
negotiate with Sujah Dowlah ? 

I -beljexe he had. 


Do you not know that'‘the Mthometan Rohillas did poffefs Jaghires or Affignments upon 
Land, or other Eftates in Land, in that Country ? 
They pofiélied the whnle i.ang, and collected the Revenues. 


Whether they did mor as a3 the local Circumftances of the Country admit, 
ce Nod ae bet ie cas pate prahis Country ? 
1 do not. know how to draw the Pataltel. 


' + 


Were they notthe:fagne, Nags ‘ iption of Men, with whom a former Treaty was 
_made by Suyah Dowlah? Naiogox, Defqipe 


They wetfte.. 2 20... 
“Were they not the fame Nation from whom the Payment ef the Sum of Money was 
ex 

They were. 

Whether it-is-your Opinion, thanthg Shew of a ftrong Military Englith Force, conjoined 
with the Nabob’s Forces, on their Frontiers, with a declared Intention of compelling them 
to pay the Money, would not have induced them to pay it, without an actual Invalion? 

believe it would have had great Effect on the Minds of the Rohillas ; but whether it 
would have indweed- ehem.so have complied with their Treaty, unlefs they had marched 
into their Country, I aa not certain. 
What was the Number of the whole Nation of the Rohillas fuppofed to be? 
The Nation of the Rohillas is compofed of Mahometans and Gentoos. 


What is the Number of Mahometans ? 
I never heard. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


J To report a Progrefs, &c. 
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Mercury, 3° die Mai 1786, 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


On the Subje of the Robilla War. 
COLONEL CHAMPION called in, and examined. 


In what Rank did you laft ferve the Eaft India Company ? 
As Colonel. 


Did you command the Company’s Troops in the Invafion of the Rehillas, in 1774? 
I did. 


Did the Rohillas make a confiderable Refiftance to that Invafion ? 
They did. 


Did the Vizier, or his Troops, take a confiderable Part in the Engagement which hap- 
pened with the Rohillas in April 1774? 
The Vizier did not; but fome Part of his Troops did. 


At what Diftance did the Vizier remain from the Place of Action; in the Rear during 
the Action? 
About Eight Miles. 


Did Sujah Dowlah condué the War with unneceffary Cruelty and Devaftation of the 
Country, and burning the Towns? 
To the beft of my Recollection, he did. 


In what Manner did he treat his Prifoners, and the Wives and Daughters of the principal 
Rohilla Chiefs ? 


And the Queftion being objected to; 
The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in; 
. (Dj (The 


a [.ut- } 


[The following Letter, inferted in N° 45 of the Appendix to the sth Report from 


the 


in the Carnatic, of the Cond 


Committee of Secrecy, appointed to inquire into the Caufes of the War 
ition of the Britith Poffeffions in thofe Parts; 
| aed i ad YAM athe te. Ohewn st wf e as 2 ene vehi 4G 4 a rs ve 


ae he 


fexe~ —~ was read to the Wrenefs, viz-t~ _ 


: 
oe 
&~ 
on. ee. a. | a a & & ~a ea nA na rn annna e2aaenf 


ry 


‘pfefent it as feon as credible 


at na 


¢ Dear Sir, Biffoulee, roth May 1774. 
¢Y HAVE the Pleafure to fend you a fhort Addrefs for the Board, requeft- 
ing Permiffion to repair to the Prefidency; and I beg you will not fail to 

a hae - fall arrive of any-Officers being on 
the. Way to Bengal to take theCommahdibf the Avfny. | | 
Not only.do I with to get down as foot as poMfiBle;'to putmy little Affairs 
in the beft Order for my Return to Europe; but I muft be candid enough to 
unbofom myfelf to you freely, and confefs, that the Nature of the Service, 
and the Terms on which I have been employed this Campaign, have been 
inexpreffibly difagreeable. . ... .. 
¢ The Authority given to the Vizier over your Army has totally abforbed 
that Degree of Confequence due to my Station. My Hands have been tied 
up from giving Protection or Afylum to the Miferable. 1 have been obliged 
to give a deaf Ear tothe lamentable Cries of.the Widow and Fatherlefs, and 
to fhut my Eyes againft-a wanton Difplay of Violence.and Oppreffion, of 
Inhumanity and Cruelty. 
© The Company’s Intereft conftrained me in public to ftifle the Workings of 
my Feelings; but 1 muft give them Vent in private. 
‘ Though we had no aétive Part in his bafe Proceedings, yet it is well 
known that the Succefs.of our Arms gave him the Power of perpetrating 
thefe Enormities ; and I much fear that our being even filent Spectators of 
fuch Deeds wil] redotnd to the Dithonour of our Nation, and imprefs alt 
Indoftan with the moft unfavourable Opinian of our Gqvernment. 
‘ As Matters now are, I know of no Remedy that would fo effectually re- 
eftablifh our Character for Juftice and Clemency, as your taking the Family 
of Hafez under the Wings of your Mercy and Protection, and influencing 
the Nabob to make Provifion for-chem in fome Degree fuitable to their 
Birth. 
© It would affect your Senfibility too much, were I to defeend to Particulars; 
let it fufice, that the Nabob Mahubbit Cawn, the eldeft Son, and the Reft 
of the Family of Hafez, who are under clofe Confinement (the Begums and 
other Women included) have been driven to the Neceffity of making private 
Supplications for a little Rice and Water. 
* IT wifh, my Friend, to leave Scenes which none but the mercilefs Sujah can 
bear without heart-bleeding Pain, Relieve me, therefore, as foon as pofii- 
ble, and oblige, 
¢ Dear Sir, &c. 
© (Signed) A. CHAMPION.’ 


And then the Witnefs was afked ; 
Did you write that Letter to Mr. Haftings ? 


I did. 


[ Then the following Extraét of a Letter, as inferted in a Letter to the Court of Di- 
rectors, dated Fort William, 3oth November 1774, figned J. Clavering, Geo. 
Monfon, P. Francis, and contained in N° 45 of the Appendix to the faid Report, 
was read to the Witnefs ; viz.) 


«} AM moft heartily difpofed to believe, that the Board did not fufpect their 


‘ Orders could have fuch Confequences as have fallen out; they could not 


€ 


have fortfeen fo fudden and fo total an Expulfion and Downfall of a whole 


© Race of People; they could not have fuppofed that a Man, exalted and 


€ 
€ 


€ 


fupported by Britifh Arms, could pay fo very little Deference to the Advices 
and Counfel of a Britifh Commander ; nor was it poffible to conceive that a 
Man, who had hinfelf tafted the Gall of Misfortune, fhould be fo totally 

© unmindful 
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8 a: gh Qnabittdful of 4hé vibdunded and unparalleled Grace fhewn to him, as to 
"0 4. dedéghe. in er a a fiaghe Ray-of Benevolence to others : Such, however, 
, Shas been the Cafe, and‘ in due Intimation.of it I have difcharged that which 
; ‘ was incumbent upon me. J too’can fay, that the Nabob, as the Agent of 
* Oppreffion; is alone culpable: But, whilft.gll Afia knows that the Englith 
‘| © gave him the Rod, and whilft they in vain look up to them as thofe who 
,€ ought, if not to direct the Application, at leaft to prevent an ill Ufe being 
ri. “made of that Rod; will they net reafonably conclude, thar che Scourges 
i©'which the Agent gives are connived at?,. Will they not fay, that every 

¢ Englifh Chief is another Sujah ?’ 


Then the Witnefs was afked ; 
Did you write a Letter of the 15th of June 1774, to Mr. Haftings, containing that 


Paragraph ? 
I did. 


{Then the following Extracts of a Letter from the Witnefs to the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, dated joth January 1775, and inferted in Fort William Secret 
Confultations of 14th Pycuary 1775, was read to the Witnefs, from the Ap- 
pendix "N° 45, to the fame Report; viz.] 


‘¢ Confider, my Friend,” fays His Excellency repeatedly to Mr. Hatftings, 
¢«¢ that it was my abfolute Determination to extirpate the Rohillas, and that 1 
« requefted the Affiftance of the Englifh for that Purpofe.” 
© However well it is known, that his Excellency is equal to the barbarous 
¢ Defign for ‘which he thus publicly and daringly avows the folicited Aid of 
‘the Englifh. Is it paffible we can believe, that the refpectable Gentle- 
© man here traduced, could have been privy to fo horrid a Purpofe? Could he 
« have fo intirely overcome the Feelings of Humanity? Could he have been 
. © fo loft to every Senfe of Honour, as to proftitute the Englifh Troops, and 
¢ to ftain the Glory of the Britifh Name, by fubfcribing to a preconcerted 
¢ Maffacre ?—What is not his Excellency capable of advancing ?” 


And then the Witnefs was afked ; 


Did you write a Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 3oth of January 
1775, containing thofe Paragraphs ? 
To the beft of my Remembrance I did. 


Who did you mean by the Words, refpectable Gentleman ? 
Mr. Haftings. ; 


[Then the following Extracts of the fame Letter were read to the Witnefs ; viz.] 


© THE Moment he arrived at Biffoulee, however, they were put into ri- 
¢ gorous Confinement, denied Accefs to their Families, robbed of their Pro- 
‘ perty, and themfelves and their Women treated not only with Difhonour 
¢ and Indignity, but even with Cruelty. 

© The unhappy Chiefs preferred frequent Complaints to me in the mott 
‘ moving Terms, and {ent the Nabob’s original Letters to prove how much 
© he had deceived them. 

‘© He has deprived us of our Country, of our Riches, and even of our 
«© Honour; and, not fatisfied with that, he is going to fend us Prifoners to 
« Fygabad. We defire no Country, no Riches, no Eloufes: But at Biffoulee 

are the Tombs of ouf noble Anceflors; near them, under fome Shade, we 
beg Permiffion to fpend the Remainder of our Days as Faquiers. Relyirig 
on the Vizier’s Promifes, we remained in this Country, otherwife we fhould 
«© have fled, as the other Chiefs did, and have preferved our Characters and 
‘© Honours: Thefe he has taken away with our Effects; and how he has dif- 
‘¢ honoured us, 1s known to all.” 

« It was this deceitful Condué¢t, this inhuman Treatment, that filled the 


Minds of all the fugitive Chiefs with fuch a Diftruft and Deteftation of the 
‘ Nabob. 


c¢ 
cc 


c¢ 


4 © And: 
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a ¢ And, although my Reprefentations of the Diftreffes of the Family of Ha- 
¢ fiz were ungracioufly #eceived, and, I am forry to fay, gave me but little 
« Encouragement to plod the Caufe of the Unhappy, yet I regrev exceedingly 
‘ that I have fo long fuppreffed my Inclinations of endeavourmeg’ to alleviate 
‘ che Misfortunes of the much-injured Chiefs to whom thefe Letters were 
* addreffed, and who, as well as the Family of Hafiz, I have good Reafon to 
* believe are even now ftinted of the Neceffaries of Life ; and when I was on 
© the Way down, I received: the affecting Accounts of the Death of Twenty- 
€ five of thefe ill-fated Prifoners fince their Arrival at Allahabad, for Want of 


© Suftenance.’ 


Then the Witnefs was afked ; 


Did you write a Reprefentation to the Effect of the Paragraphs now read to you ? 
To the beft of my Remembrance I did. 


Having made thefe Reprefentations to Mr. Haftings, did you receive any, and what, 


An{wer to them. 
I beg to obferve to the Committee, that near Twelve Years have elapfed fince that 


Period ; in the Courfe of which Time, not One Year has paffed in which I have not been 
confined to my Bed Eight Months; in Confequence of which, I find my Memory much 
weakened, and I] have it not in my Power to anfwer to Facts: I therefore defire the In- 
dulgence of the Committee to refer to the Correfpondence which paffed between the 
saa Mr. Haftings, and myfelf, for fuch Circumftances as I cannot immediately re- 
collect. 

Do you recollect having at any Time written to Mr. Haftings to this Effet: ‘* That 
** you was apprehenfive of having given Difpleafure by a too free Communication of your 
«¢ Sentiments on the Subject of Sujah Dowlah’s Condud, in the Matter referred to in the 


* former Part of this your Examination ?” 

I believe there is fuch a Letter in the Correfpondence. 

Was you ever authorized or impowered by Mr. Haftings, to interpofe with the Vizier 
to put a Stop to fuch Proceedings of his as you objected to? 

I think I was. 

How did you interpofe ? . 

By frequent Reprefentations to the Vizier. 

Were you inftruéted to interpofe by the Ufe of your Power? 

I believe not. 

Had you any Succefs in your Reprefentations ? 

It did not appear to me that I had. 

Did you reprefent that Want of Succefs to Mr. Haftings ? 

I think I did. 


Did he give you further Inftructions to interfere ? 

To the beft of my Recollection Mr. Haftings acquainted me, that he had written to the 
Agent, Mr. Middleton, to ufe all his Influence with the Vizier to ftop thofe Enormities 
which had been reprefented by me. 

Do you know whether the Agent fucceeded better than you did ? 

I never underftood he did. 

Whether the Rohillas had ever been engaged in Hoftilities of any Kind againft the 
Englifh, before their Country was invaded by us? 

I do not recolleé& they had, 

Do you know, or have you heard, that the Rohillas ever offered an Injury of any Kind, 
direct or indirect, to the Englifh ? 

It never came to my Knowledge that they did. 

Whether, if you had been authorized by Mr, Haftings to ufe that Power which you 
poffeffed as Commander of the Britifh Troops, you could not have prevented thofe Proceed- 
ings of the Nabob which you fo much difapproved ¢ 

I think I ¢ould. 
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Do you know of any Charge preferred by Sujah Dowlah to the Council againft the 
Rohilla Chiefs, as the Ground for the Invafion of the Rohilla Territories 2 
No, 


Do you know of any official Notification given, either by the Council or by Mr. Hatt- 
ings, to the Rohilla Chiefs, concerning any Complaints made againft them, previous to the 
Orders for commencing Floftilities againft them ? 

: Tn ental to that Queflion I can only obferve, that I was not in the Adminiftration at 
that ‘Time. 


[Then the following Extract of a Letter to the Witnefs, dated Fort William, 
ift July 1774, figned Warren Haftings, W. Alderfey, P.M. Dacres, and en- 
tered in N° 27 of the Appendix to the faid Report, was read to the Witncts ; 
V1Z. | 


‘ THE intemperate and tyrannical Conduct of the Vizier after his Con- 
© quefts, as you have reprefented, cannot fail to prove highly diffatisfaétory 
‘tous; and although we do not regard ourfelves either as anfwerable for his 
© Actions, or obliged abfolutely to interfere for reftraining them, yet we 
€ fhould have been glad to have been furnifhed with fuch Materials as would 
© enable us, upon good Grounds, to expoftulate with him on the Injuftice 
‘ and Impropriety of fuch a Conduét. It was in this View that we requefted 
© you to acquaint us with the Inftances of his Cruelties: But we confefs our- 
‘ felves exceedingly difappointed, in receiving, inftead of a precife Account 
‘ of Faéts, only Three Letters of loofe Declamation, which, however pathe- 
© tically written, contain not One fingle Inftance of the Vizier’s particular 
© Cruelty towards the Family of Hafez; and indeed exprefs only fuch Senti- 
“ments as we can eafily conceive to exift in the Breafts of that unfortunate 
«Family, from reflecting on the fad Reverfe of their Fortune alone, without 
© fuppofing any peculiar Hardfhip in their Cafe, or uncommon Act of Op- 
© preffion in the Vizier: For this Reafon, we repeat our Defire to be fur- 
‘ nifhed with a particular Account of the Treatment which the Family of 
« Hafez Rhamet has received, and we fhall then take fuch Steps for their 
‘ Relief as the Circumftances fhall require. In the mean Time, we hope 
« that the Remonftrances which the Prefident informs us he has directed the 
© Refident to make to the Vizier, on this Subject, will be fufficient to render 
¢ any more direct Interpofition needles.’ 


Then the Witnefs was afked ; 


Did you receive al etter from the Governor and Select Committee, of the ift of July 
1774, Containing that Paragraph ? 


I believe I did. 


Whether you, in Anfwer to that Letter, fent any fuch particular Account, as was defired 
by the Governor and Select Committee, of the Treatment which the Family of Hafiz 
Rhamet had received ? 

In Anfwer to that Queftion I muft obferve, that, repeatedly, before the Date of that 
Letter and afterwards, I thought the Remonftrances | made were fufficient, and therefore 
did not comply with the Orders I received. 


Whether the Rohilla Nation confifts of Mahometans or Hindoos ? 
I believe they are Elindoos. 


Were they who cultivated the Lands driven out of the Country, or allowed to remain 
in it? 

To the beft of my Remembrance, they were allowed to remain in it. 

Were the Military Part of the Nation, excepting thofe who fell in Battle, put to Death, 


or only required to crofs the Ganges ? 
To the beft of my Remembrance they were required only to crofs the Ganges, 


[Ej [Then 


¥E 
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[Then the following Letter from the Witnefs to the Prefident and Select Com- 
mittee, entered in the Appendix N* 28 to the fame Report, was read to the 
Witnels ; viz. | 


© To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Prefident, &c. Mem- 
¢ bers of the Select Committee. 


«© Gentlemen, 

© | WAS duly favoured with your Letters of the ft and 14th July. To the 
¢ Firft I] would have replied earlier, but that I wifhed to comply with your De- 
¢ fire of obtaining Information concerning the Identity of Meer Fettee Aly; and 
‘ I now enclofe the Declarations of feveral Perfons, particularly that of the 
‘ Nurfe who fuckled him, in Teftimony of his being the real Son of Saddoe 
© Aly. 

¢ The Sum which you have been pleafed to allot for his Expences, is by no 
‘ Means adequate to his moft neceffary Difburfements. Befides furnifhing 
‘him with Tents and other Neceffaries, I had given him s00 Rupees 
‘ Monthly, before the Receipt of your Letter: This being a very moderate 
© Allowance, efpecially whilft he is moving about with the Army, I have taken 
¢ upon me to continue it; and I flatter myfelf it will meet with Approbation, 
© I with to receive further Inftructions concerning him. 

« Regarding my Letter of the r1th June, I am to obferve, with all due Sub- 
¢ miffion, Gentlemen, that you muft have greatly mifapprehended it. I never 
© wifhed, nor expreffed a Wifh, to be the Arbiter of Peace and War with the 
‘ Vizier; neither to have the Power of correcting his Exceffes by Force. « A 
« full Authority effectually to prevent his perpetrating any Enormity under the 
«¢ Shield of our Strength, &c.” 1s no more or lefs of denying to fecond or 
‘ countenance fuch Proceedings.—-And has the Adminiftration no fuch Au- 
« thority over the Company’s Troops ? — If not, Gentlemen, I am afraid the 
‘ Expreffion which has been excepted againft, “© that the Britifh Name is in 
«¢ the Hands of the Vizier,” is but too much juftified. 

‘Jt is faid, that if the Britifh Name is in any Manner committed, it 
¢ muft be from the Treaty itfelf; and 1 am charged with Want of Candour 
‘ for not having ftated the Reflection earlier. After my Acknowledgments for 
« this Compliment, I anfwer, that had I feen the Treaty (which I do not recol- 
¢ Jeé&t to have done) it would be Vanity in me to imagine that I could difcover 
« Faults in it, which has efcaped the Notice of fo many Gentlemen of nicer 
‘ Difcernment. If I did not forefee the Evi], it is enough on my Part that I 
« complained fo foon as I was fenfible of its Effects ; the Power of adminifter- 
‘ ing a Remedy, lay elfewhere. 

‘ It is true, Gentlemen, that Declamation is ufual in reprefenting Diftrefs ; 
¢ and therefore I fhould not have been furprized that the Letters which I tranf- 
« mitted to you, had but little Effect on your Perceptions, if I had not at the 
‘ fame Time attefted the Truth of the Complaints, which I will venture to fay, 
© bear more than One or Two Inftances of Cruelty: I might add others ; fuch 
« as thefe unhappy Captives being driven to the Neceffity of fupplicating and 
« receiving Alms from myfelf, and Gentlemen of my Family, to purchafe Suf- 
© tenance; their even begging for Water to drink; their ftrugeling who 
« fhould firft be ferved with it; &c. In fhort, the Proofs of the grofs Mal- 
‘ treatment of thefe Families, amount to an Axiom in the Minds of the 
¢ Englifh Army, and even in the Vizier’s own Troops. 

« Mr. Middleton, 1 prefume, has informed the Prefident of the Refult of 
* his Application to the Vizier concerning the Forty Lacks. 

‘ The Troops continue to enjoy good Health. No remarkable Occurrence 
¢ fince my laft. 

‘ J remain, 
¢ Camp near Mehanpore, ‘ with Refpedct, &c. 
¢ 3 Sept’ 1774. ‘A, CHAMPION.’ 


. Then 


gl 
Hai 
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Then the Witnefs was afked; . 


Is that your Letter? 

Yes. 

Whether a very confiderable Part of the Rohilla Nation, governed by Fyzoolla Cawn, 
did not remain, by Treaty, with Sujah Dowlah, in Poffeffion of the Country they had be- 


fore occupied ° 
The Witnefs defired to explain the Anfwer before given, that he meant, that he did 


not, after receiving the Letter of the 1ft of July 1774, fend to the Prefidency, Letters 
of other Perfons, complaining of the Condition of the Rohillas; but, not that he did not 


write afterwards on that Subject to the Prefidency himfelf. 


Then the laft Queftion being repeated ; 
The Witnefs anfwered ; 


There were a great many remained. 
Whether you had any other Proof of the rigorous Treatment of the Rohilla Prifoners, 


than their own Reprefentations ? 
The Proof I had was chiefly from Spies placed in a Situation to receive that Intel- 


lipence. 

You have faid, that the Rohillas were compelled to crofs the Ganges——did they not find 
others of their Countrymen on the other Side of the Ganges, under Zabita Cawn? 

It is impoffible for me to tell that. . 

You have faid, a confiderable Number remained in the Rohilla Country under Fyzoolla 


Cawn—Can you inform the Houfe about what Number remained ? 
I can only anfwer to the beft of my Recollection, that there might be, including 


Followers, about 45,000 Men. 

Do not you mean of the whole Nation fettled in the Rohilla Country ? 

Thofe Men that were under Arms. 

Do eowemnes that that Number remained inthe Rohilla Country with Fyzoolla 
se ene do. 

What was the Number of the Nation computed at before Sujah Dowlah and the Eng- 


Jifh Troops entered the Country ? 
It is impoffible for me to anfwer to that: The Country is very extenfive, and very full 


of Inhabitants, 
Can you inform the Committee about what Number of the Rohillas were required to 


pafs the Ganges? 
It is impoffible for me to afcertain the Number; but I fuppofe about 20,000, Follow- 


ers included. 


Whether you apprehend many of the Rohillas fell in Battle ? 
There was a Number, but I cannot tell how many. 


Whether that Part of the Country which is ftill poffefled by Fyzoolla Cawn is a con- 
fiderable Part of what was called the Rohilla Country ¢ 

Yes. 

Do you think there were as many fell in Battle and flaughtered as paffed the Ganges ? 

What fell in Battle might be about One Eleventh Part of what pafled the Ganges: I 
know nothing of any being flaughtercd. 


About the Time the Britifh Troops entered the Rohilla Country, did not you find 
Reafon to fufpect that fome Part of the Rohilla Chiefs had entered into private Negocia- 
tions with the Mahrattas to fupport them in the Breach of Treaty with Sujah Dowlah ? 

I do not recolleé& fuch a Circumftance. 

Whether the Nabob encouraged the Negociation you had with Fyzoolla Cawn, for the 
Security of the Remainder of the Rohillas, and their Poffeffion of the Diftrict of Rampoor ? 

I cannot charge my Memory with thate-The Correfpondence will explain that. 


1 Did 


V. ant. * P, I4s 
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Did Mr. Haftings encourage that Negociation ? 
That the Correfpondence will alfo explain. 


Whether Fyzoolla Cawn did not confent to pay a large Sum of Money to the Vizier, in 
Confideration of the Settlement allowed him? 
I think he did. 


W iether you know of any Offer made to the Rohillas, to compromife the Differences 
between them and the Vizier, before the aétual Invafion of their Country ? 

I before obferved, I was not in the Adminiftration above a few Days before I fet out for 
the Army, and therefore know of no fuch Occurrence. 


Whether you was authorized to offer any Mediation on the Part of the Prefidency, be- 
tween the Rohillas and Sujah Dowlah ? 

I cannot charge my Memory with that—The Correfpondence will explain the Whole. 

Whether a great Deal of Specie and Plunder, and valuable Effects, were not taken by 
the Vizier in that War? 

I did underftand there was. 

Are you able to form any Judgment concerning the Populoufnefs and Cultivation of the 


Rohilla Country, at the Time you invaded it? 
Ar the Time we entered the Country it appeared to be well inhabited, and the Culture 


in a flourifhing State. 


Of what Defcription of Perfons were the Followers compofed, that made Pyrt of the 


20,000 that paffed the Ganges ? 
The Followers I underftand to be Servants of all Denominations. 


eo Proportion might the Number of Followers bear to the Number of Fighting 
en? 
I fuppofe the Followers were at leaft Three to One. 


Do you know what is the common Proportion that Followers bear to the Number of 
Fighting Men in Expeditions in Indiain the Indoftan Troops? 

About Three to One—it may be more. 

Do thofe Followers accompany the Armies in general in diflant Expeditions? 

I conceive they do on all Occafions. 


Is the Number of Followers proportioned to the Rank of Perfons in the Army? 
Some have 500, and fome none. 


Have even private Soldiers fome Attendants ? 
I do not know how it is in the Native Armies, 


How is it in the Britifh Arniies ? 
At leaft 10 to 1. 


Was any large Proportion of the Rohillas, Cavalry ? 
Yes. 


Is not the Number of Followers greater in Cavalry than in Infantry ? 

I fhould fuppofe they were. 

Whether, in confequence of the Reprefentations you made to Mr. Haflings, of the cruel 
and tyrannical Behaviour of the Nabob, and the Orders you faid Mr. Haftings fent in 
confequence to Mr. Middleton the Refident, the Diforders complained of ceafed ? 

The Correfpondence will explain that. 


Whether any of the Rohillas were permitted to remain in the Rohilla Country, except 
thofe who remained under the Government of I'yzoolla Cawn ? 

I do not recolleét there were. 

Do you underftand then, that the Whole ‘Rohilla Nation amounted only to thofe who 
remained under Fyzoolla Cawn, thofe who fell in Battle, and the 20,000 who crofled the 
Ganges ? 

By no Means. 

What then became of the Refidue ? 

If it is meant of the Inhabitants of the Country, many and many Thoufands remained, 
=} thought the Queltion related only to thofe in Arms, 

3 Whether 
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_ Whether the Spies you mentioned acquainted you with particular Inftances of Cruelty, 
or only gave you general Information? — Did they name particular Perfons on whom the 
Cruelty was committed, and the particular Species of Cruelty ? . 


I believe that in the Correfpondence, the Manner in which I received the Intelligence 
is particularly pointed dut, and the Hardfhips that were inflicted. 


Then you was not acquainted with any particular Inftances, except what are ftated in the 
Correfpondence with the Governor and Council ? 
Evety Thing is at large in the Correfpondence. 


Whether, after you received the Directions of the Govetnor and Sele& Committee, to 
ftate particular Inftances, you applied either to the fame Spies, or to any others, or to any 
iat et to furnifh you with arly other Particulars than what you had before that Time 

ated ! 

I before obferved, I cannot carry my Remembrance to every particular Occurrence,—= 
The Correfpondence will explain the Whole. 


Who employed the Spies? 
By my Orders. 


Whether any Perfons were driven over the Ganges, except People in Arms, and the Fol- 
lowers of the Camp and their Families ? 
I do not believe there was a Man. 


Whether it is as likely, that as many fhould follow a Number of Fugitives expelled their 
Country as generally attend a well-appointed Army ? 
I fhould think not. 


Whether you employed a confidential Aid de Camp, or other Officer under your Com- 
mand, to afcertain the Truth of the Cruelties and Barbarities that were reprefented to you 
by the Rohilla Prifoners, and the Intelligence given by the Spies? 

The Duty was allotted to One Man for that Purpofe, 


Who was that Man? 
Colonel Macpherfon. 


What was the Intelligence he gave you on that Subject ? 
It is mentioned in the Correfpondence. 


At the Time when the Governor and Select Committee informed you, that they had di- 
rected Mr. Middleton to ufe his Influence with the Vizier, upon what Terms were you and 


the Vizier then ? 
We were at all Times on good Terms. 


What was the Duty of Colonel Macpherfon ? 

He had the Charge of all the Spies. 

Was it any Thing more than to receive the Intelligence brought by thofe Spies, and to 
make his Report of it to you? 

I faid before, I received all the Intelligence from him. 

Do you mean the Intelligence only from the Spies, or any other Intelligence ? 

There is a Kind of Intelligence that comes by Letter—-I had no other Intelligence than 
what came by him. 

Did you employ Colonel Macpherfon for the Purpofe of obtaining a Knowledge of any 
fuppofed Cruelties exercifed again& the Rohillas? 

I anfwered that before. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw, 


[Then the following Extract from N° 4¢ of the Appendix to the faid Report of 


the Committee of Secrecy, was read; viz. 


« Account of the Names and Situation of the furviving Parts of the Fami- 
© lies of Hafiz Rhamut and the other Rohiila Chiefs. 


* HAFIZ Rhamut left Twelve Sons and Nine Daughters. Three of the 
© Sons, named Irradut Cawn, Mohubbut Cawn, and Zolefehkar Cawn, are in 
[F] < Camp. 
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‘Camp. The Firft, being the Eldeft, had Three hundred Rupees a Month 
¢ fettled on him by the late Vizier, which has been regularly paid him: He 
¢ was countenanced by Sellah Jung; and in Hopes of obtaining by his Infilu- 
¢ ence a Roffalla and fome Lands; but as Affairs are at prefent fituated, there 
« is little Chance of his fucceeding. The Second had One thoufand Rupees a 
« Month fettled on him, but it has never been paid; and the Third had an 
¢ Allowance of Ten or Fifteen Rupees a Day, which is now difcontinued. The 
© remaining Nine Sons, his Daughters, Seventeen of his Women, Seven of 
© the Wives of his Sons, and One of the late Emrayut Cawn, who was his 
¢ Eldeft Son, together with fome of his diftant Relations and the Depend- 
« ants of the Family, to the Number of Four hundred Perfons, are all in 
¢ Confinement at Allahabad. 

<« Doonda Cawn left Three Sons, named Mahub ulla Cawn, Fitte ulla 
Cawn, and Azim ulla Cawn; they, their Wives, together with the Widows 
of Doonda Cawn, and many of the Relations of the Family, to the Number 
of Two hundred Perfons, are all confined at Allahabad. 

« Serdar Cawn left Seven Sons, named Ahmud Cawn, Mahomed Cawn, 
Saadut Cawn, Mahaabut Cawn, Rehmaan Cawn, Hubbiib Cawn, and Azim 
Cawn; all of whom, excepting Saadut Cawn, who is at Liberty in this Camp, 
are with Zabita Cawn. 

¢ Fitte Cawn left Six Sons, all of whom are with Fyzoolla Cawn; but they, 
like the Reft who were releafed, have had no Allowances made them by the 
Nabob. 

¢ A Wife of Fitte Cawn, and Two Wives of his Sons, with their Dependants 
and Servants, to the Number of Forty-four Perfons, are in Confinement at 
Allahabad. 

© Befides thefe above mentioned, there is a Son of Abdut Jebnar Cawn, who 
married a Daughter of Doonda Cawn, and many Rofalladars and other Ro- 
hillas, of whom the late Vizier was jealous, in Confinement at Allahabad. 
The whole Number may amount to One thoufand; for the Support of whom, 
the Nabob told me he had allowed Two hundred Rupees a Day; but it is 
not regularly paid them; for I underftand they hardly get Two-thirds of it. 

¢ The Widow and Family of Saad ulla Cawn are at Fyzabad, to the Num- 


© ber of Two hundred Perfons. 
‘ (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW? 
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[Then Three feveral Extracts of a Letter from Mr. Briftow, Refident at the Court 
of the Nabob of Oude, to the Governor General and Council, dated the rith of 


April 1775, were read; viz. 


¢ AT feveral Interviews with his Excellency, I urged him to grant thofe at 
¢ Allahabad their Freedom, and fome certain and honourable Provifion: Burt, 
‘ as he is exceedingly jealous of them, he refufed todo either; and faid, in 
‘ regard toa Provifion for them, That he allowed them as much as he was 
¢ able. On the Nabob’s deputing Murtehzeh Cawn to Fyzabad, he directed 
« him to feize al] the Effects of the Widow of Saad ulla Cawn. I had no Intel- 
< ligence of it till after his Departure ; and then only as a Report which [ did 
¢ not credit; and afked his Excellency whether it was true? He pofitively de- 
¢ nied it. Two or Three Days after, I was,told for certain, that fuch an Or.. 
« der had been iffued. Itthen became my Duty to enter into a particular Ex- 
« planation of the Meaning of the Honourable Board in interceding for the 
« Families of the Rohilla Chiefs; which I accordingly did, in a written Repre- 
© fentation in the Perfian Language, a Copy of which I herewith inclofe. 

‘ T refpectfully defired to be favoured with an Anfwer in Writing, agreeable 
* to which J would inform the Honourable Board. I had always bere this 
© met with the politeft Treatment fram his Excellency; but after he had read 
* my Reprefentation, he of a fudden adopted a different Mode of Behaviour ; 
¢ faid, the Englifh wanted to releafe his Enemies, but he, on his Part, would 
« never confent to it, I defired him to confider the Matter deliberately, and 
« then reply; for I was perfuaded the Honourable Board would liften to his 
« Reafons with great Willingnefs, and be happy on all Occafions of fhewing 


* their Regard for him. In the Courfe of the Converfation, his Exceilency 
+ © obferved 
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t obferved, That unlefs he fhould conceive it for his Intereft, he would never 
‘comply with any Propofal, or infert any Condition in the new Treaty, not 
€ fpecified in the former ones fubfifting with his late Father, in which no Men- 
© tion was made of granting Freedom to the Families of the Rohilla Chiefs, 
¢ and confequently no Obligation on him to do it. 

¢ Though his Excellency both denied his having ordered the Effects of the 
¢ Widow of Saad ulla Cawn to be feized, and promifed me it fhould not be 
« done, yet he had directed it; and there was really at one Time Guards 
© placed upon her Houfe: Asa Proof, I inclofe the Extract of a Letter from 
© Fyzabad, afferting the Fact; and can affure the Honourable Board, that it 
© has been confirmed by Intelligence through other Channels. Finding, from 
© this Circumftance, that his Excellency had only trifled with me, I took the 
© Method of a written Reprefentation, hoping that he would be more cautious 
© ina Reply under his Hand, which could not be afterwards contradifted. 
© Notwithftanding his Excellency was fo diffatisfied at my Requeft, yet I hope 
© my Conduct will meet with the Approbation of the Honourable Board. 

€ When I reminded his Excellency about anfwering my Reprefentation rela« 
© tiveto the Families of the Rohilla Chiefs, he faid, he had done it in a Letter 
© to the Honourable the Governor General,’ 


MAJOR MARSACK called in, and examined. 


How long have you been in India, and are you acquainted with the Northern Provinces, 
and in what Offices have you ferved ? 

I beg Leave to fubmit to the Committee the Situation in which I ftand at prefent before 
it: Wholly unknown to the Profecutors on the one Hand, and having no Communication 
with Mr. Haftings on the other, I was, till this Evening, totally in the Dark regarding the 
Nature of the Queftions to be put to me; but fuppofing, from the Length of Time J ferved 
in India, and from my having been appointed Surveyor of the Province of Oude as early as 
the Year 1769, that from the Refearches I had made into the former and prefent State of 
thofe Countries, it was probable I fhould be queftioned thereon, I have, confidering the great 
Length of Time back, furnifhed my Memory with every Particular in my Power, 


Then the Queftion was repeated to the Witnefs ? 


I was in India from the Year 1765 to the Beginning of the Year 1783, and I am ac- 
quainted with the Northern Provinces.—-I was Lieutenant in the Army when I was ap- 
pointed Surveyor of the Province of Oude, as I have before obferved, and during the 
Courfe of that Service. 


Then the Witnefs was direéted to withdraw. 


And being called in again, he went on with his Anfwer as follows : 


I was promoted to the Rank of Captain foon after the Arrival of General Clavering.=— 
I was ordered to the Prefidency of Fort William by him, to render an Account of the Ser- 
vice I had been engaged in; which done, the General thought proper to appoint me to 
the Command of the Firft Regiment of Cavalry in the Vizier’s Service in Oude.—I filled 
that Station until September 1773, to the beft of my Recollection. At my Appointment 
to the Command of the Regiment of Cavalry, at the Inftance of the Vizier, under whole 
Government the Prefidency of Fort William had placed me, I raifed at my own Expence, 
and difciplined the fame Regiment. 


Was you acquainted with the Situation of the remaining Families of the Rohilla Chiefs? 
I am. , 


What was it? 

If I am to go into the Situation of the different Chiefs, I fhall commence with my Ob- 
fervations on that of Hafiz Rhamet, the Principal. I hope I fhall be held excufed with re- 
{pect to Dates, if to them I am not fo pafticular ; but as near as I can recolleét, in the Year 
1780, when I travelled through the Rohilla Country on my Way to the imperial City of 
Delhi, I found, in the Capital of that Prince, Barelli, that his Wives and Children were 


confined to their Palace in very indigent Circumftances; that they, as well as the se of 
oonda 
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Dodnda Cawn, who were at that Period at Mooradabad, were in the greatelt Diftrefs.— 
The Sons of Doonda Cawn, Mahub ulla Cawn, and Fitte ullah Cawn—TI had feveral Con- 
ferences with them ;—they pleaded a Breach of Faith on the Part of the Nabob Vizier Su- 
jah Dowlah, who had left them in the extremeft Neceffity of Circumftances, notwithftand- 
ing they had been the Firft to join the Englifh and the Vizier.—That Fizoolla Cawn, who 
had never fhewn that Readinefs, was not only re-inftated in his former Poffeffions, but had 
received an Acceffion of Territory; and, in fhort, that they, as well as the Women and 
Children of Hafiz Rhamet, were reduced to the miferable State I was then an Eye-witnefs 
of, namely, to fuch extreme Want, as to fell the Furniture of their Houfes and the 
Habits of their Women. 


What Obfervations did you make upon the State of the Rohilla Country, previous to 
the Invafion of it by the Nabob and the Britifh Army ? ! 

It was a Country I never had any good Opportunity of making Obfervations upon 
until after I had refigned the Company’s Service in the Province of Oude. The Purport 
of my Journey before mentioned, in 1780, was to make Remarks on the Country of the 
Rohillas.—I vifited all the principal Places therein; and, from the beft Authority, as well 
as my own immediate Remarks on the Veftiges of its former Grandeur and Opulence, I 
drew the Conclufion of its once flourifhing State: But it is a Thing well known, that the 
Country poffeffes great natural Advantages, which was cultivated and brought to Light 
by the Induftry and good Policy of the Rohilla Tribes. In the principal Cities of Sha- 
jehanpoor, Barelli, Oulah, Biffoulee, Sumbel, Mooradabad, Deranegur, and feveral other 
Places, I perceived the Ruins and Veftiges of public and private Buildings of the greateft 
Magnificence prefenting themfelves amidft the Ruins of Colleges, Churches, Baths, Pa- 
laces, and other Buildings; which clearly proved to my Comprehenfion the State of Po- 
pulation, and flourifhing Condition of Rohilcund: That round thefe Cities, as far as 
the Eye could reach over a vaft Expanfe, there could be feen deferted Villages in Ruins, 
and the Traces of once-cultiyated Lands now laying Wafte: That thefe large Cities 
{carcely contained One Tenth Part of their original Inhabitants; I mean, at the Period 
when the Britifh Troops and thofe of the Vizier invaded the Country: That, on en- 
tering the prefent Poffeffions of Fizoolla Cawn, the Contraft was ftrongly marked, by nue 
merous and well-peopled Villages, environed by the higheft Cultivation: That there is 
{carcely a Sp@t in that Prince’s Dominions which is not fo cultivated ; and which I found 
owing to the good Police and Encouragement given by the Prince, in Contradiftinction 
to the Modes purfued in farming and collecting the Revenucs in all the other Part of the 
Rohilla Country, of which Fizoolla Cawn’s is a very fmall Proportion indeed. 


What was the Opinion of the remaining Inhabitants concerning the Change of the Ad- 
miniftration of Revenues and Police, effected fince the Country was fubdued by the Britith 
Troops ? 

It may be neceffary, in order to elucidate that Circumftance, and to throw all 
the Lights in my Power on the Subject, to fay, that the prefent Mode of farming and 
collecting the Revenues of the Country has tended to the almoft Total Extinétion of 
Revenue. 


Is there a good Police, Order, or Magiftracy, eftablifhed in that Country ? 

There is not. ‘The Natives of the Country (I mean the original Hindoos, who are the 
principal Cultivators of the Soil) much lamented the Lofs of their former Mafters (the 
Rohillas) who had originally come into the Country as Soldiers of Fortune and Adven- 
turers: That, on eftablifhing their Government, they had laid afide the Sword, and 
turned their Minds to the Cultivation and Profperity of the Country : That, owing to 
their mild Government, the Country had arrived to the greateft Height of Opulence; 
but that fince the Vizier was under the Aufpices of the Englifh, and without whofe Aid 
he never could have made a Conqueft of them, the Country had been gradually declin- 
ing: That the Oppreffions and Exadtions of the Aumils or Collectors appointed by the 
Nabob of Oude and the Englifh Adminiftration of his Court, had, by their Mode 
adopted, compelled great Numbers of the original Inhabitants (Hindoos) and the Ma- 
hometans under whom they cultivated the Lands, in many Parts, to leave their Native 
Land, and feek that Protettion in a Fereign Country denied them in their own ; they de- 
clared they had no Police Jeft in the Country, and that Numbers of them had been con- 
ftrained, after parting with every Thing they had, to go into Fizoolla Cawn’s Country, 
where it was difficuic to find Employment, from the Number of Inhabicants. 


What are your Obfervations on the comparative State of the Province of Oude Proper, | 
fince you were firft acquainted with ic, and when you laft left it? 

To go into this Queftion, and to anfwer it with that Degree of Precifion, and in as full 
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and complete a Manner as may be acceptable to the Commictee, I fhall fet owt with ob- 
ferving, That I was prefented to the Vizier Sujah Dowlah early in 1770; that I commenced 
my Enquiries from that Period. In order to give the Committee fame comprehenfive State 
of the former 4nd prefent State of the Province, I fhall by Leave fay, that the Province 
is divided into Five Circars or Diftriéts, namely, Oude, Lucknow, Kyrabad, Baraich, and 
Boorapoor.—At that Time the Zemindary of Benares, which was formerly comprehended 
in the Zemindary of Allahabad, was an Appendage to the Subadarry of Oude, but not 
comprehended in the Five Circars.—I commenced my Enquiries and Surveys in the Circars 
of Oude and Boorapoor; and afterwards, in 1771, paffed through them, and continued my 
Obfervations on the mountainous Parts of the Country bordering thereon; and afterwards 
proceeded to make Obfervations on the Diftri¢ts of Baraich, Kyrabad, and Lucknow: On 
this Service, with very little Interval, I was employed till 1777. Before the Acceffion of the 
prefent Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah it was in a flourifhing State; the Revenue was collected 
with Moderation, and the Manufactures were in a flourifhing State. —T hat Two of the moft 
confiderable Manufacturers in all the Dominions, namely, Mow and Cuper, had, in 1771, 
about 20,000 Weavers employed : That they gradually decreafed on the Acceffion of the 
prefent Nabob, and at length dwindled away to a few Hundreds.—That the Country of 
Boorapoor, under the Manageinent and Controul of a Perfian by Birth, and who had been 
many Years employed as Phoufdar by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, was extremely well culti- 
vated, confidering it to be a Country much taken up by Woods: That he encouraged a 
Trade and Intercourfe with the Hill Rajah’s bordering thereupon : That he had eftablifhed 
a good Police in the principal City of Boorapoor.—That the Diftriét of Baraich was in a 
very flourifhing State till a fhort Time after the Death of Sujah Dowlah: That the Towns 
and Villages were populous, the Soil well cultivated, and the Inhabitants perfeétly happy 
under their Collectors. But that foon after the Acceflion of the prefent Nabob, and that 
his Minifters became connected with the Englifh Adminiftration, the Country has confider- 
ably fallen off in its Revenues, and the Villages many of them deferted, and large Traéts 
of Land entirely laid wafte and defolate. That it isa well-known Fact to many Gentle- 
men who have travelled through the Subadarry of Oude, that the Whole of it is in a very 
impoverifhed State, but that the Diftri¢ts of Baraich and Boorapoor have experienced Mif- 
fortunes peculiar to themfelves. That the Natives have been obliged, after giving up every 
Thing they had, to fell even their Cattle and Implements of Hufbandry; and becaufe they 
have not the Means of fubfifting their Children, have been obliged to fell them to Slavery. 
—That an Englifh Battalion, to the beft of my Recollection, which was in that Country 
under the Command of Captain Crab, that One Battalion brought with it nearly as 
many Slaves as there were Men and Followers, and this from a Country where no Dearth 
had prevailed, and the Calamities of which had been brought on by Mifmanagement. I 
could fpeak to many other Places where great Manufactories have been carried on, and to 
the Situation of many other Parts of the Province; but I am apprehenfive that the Tafk 
put upon me, would carry me to a Length beyond the Patience of the Committee.—To fum 
it up in a few Words, the Country was, before the Acceffion of the prefent Nabob, and the 


Interference of the Britifh Government, in a very flourifhing Situation ; and finée that In- 
fluence, it has declined into its prefent State. 


Do you know at what Time Lieutenant Colonel Hannay was appointed to the Manage- 
ment and Office of Collector of Revenues at Baraich ? 


I do not recollect exactly the Time; but I remember the Circumftance of his Appoiat- 
ment. 

Did he hold a Military as well as Civil Command in that Country ? 

Doubtlefs he did. A Phoufdar and Collector of the Revenues in the Eaftern Govern- 
ment are frequently combined in one and the fame Perfon. 

By whofe Authority did Colonel Hannay receive the Appointment ? 


I cannot anfwer that Queftion by tracing it to its Source ; but he certainly did receive it 
from the Nabob officially, who, fometime after Colonel Hannay had been in the Admini- 
{tration and Collection of the Revenue of that Country, did difpoffefs him of the fame. 


Was the Appointment of Colonel Hannay a voluntary Act of the Nabob, or the Effect 
of a Recommendation from the Government of Fort William ? 


I cannot fay how far the Nabob appointed him at firft; but after he had deprived 


him of his Colleétorfhip, and appointed a Native in his Room, Applications were made for 
the Re-inftatement of Colonel Hannay. 


Do you know for what Reafons he difplaced him? 
I cannot pofitively fay; but I have always "ol" and it has been univerfally ales 
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ftood by every Gentleman at Lucknow, that he was difnitiffed by the Nabob from his En\- 
ployments on Account of his bad Adminiftration and Management. 


Do you attribute the Diftreffes of the Natives of that Diftri@ to the Mifmanagement of 


Colonel Hannay ? | 
I had never the leaft Doubt of it. 
Do you know from whom the Application for reinftating Colonel Hannay was made 


to the Nabob? 
I cannot for a Certainty reply to that, further than what the Nabob himfelf informed 


me; and I believe it will be uncontradiéted by any Gentleman, that he was again ap- 
pointed, in pofitive Oppofition to the Nabob, who made no Secret of expreffing the ¢rucl 
Situation he was reduced to, in again appointing a Man who had reduced the Country un- 


der his Management to the Situation it was in. 


Do you know whether the Nabob received from Mr. Haftings a Letter equivalent to a 


politive Order to reinftate Colonel Hannay ? 
I have underfiood from the Nabob himfclf, and from the Reprefentations of different 


Natives of his Court, that, after refitting various Applications for the Reinflatement ot 
Colonel Ilannay, he had received a Letter from the Borofon (by which is underftood 
the Governor General) to countenance and reinftate the ColleGtor in his Office as Farmer 
and Collector of that Country, as well as Military Commander. 

Do you know in what Manner the Nabob received that Order, or what Effect it had on 
him? 

His Feelings feemed very much hurt on the Occufion. 

At what Time did you refign the Service of the Maft India Company ? 

I cannot anfwer the Queflion exactly, 

Was it in January 1779. 

I fancy it was previous to that; but I have a Paper will inform me, I believe—It was in 
January 1779. 

What was your Rank in the Service at that Time? 

In the Company’s Service, a Captain. 

Had you fuperior Rank in any other Service ? 

As is ufual with Britifh OMcers, we had the Rank and Emolument of the Rank next 
above us. 

Had you a fuperior Commiffion in any other Service ? 

None of the Britifh Officers appointed to the Nabob’s Service had any other Commiffion 
than what they had in the Coinpany’s Service, 
_ Was you upon Service under Sir Robert Barker in 1773, oy under Colonel Champion 
In 1774, In Rohilcund, or was you in the Country before the Conqueft of it by Sujah 
Dowlah ? 


No. 

When did you receive the Summons of this TIoufe to attend this Committee ? 

I duly received it immediately after the Date of it, and attended the 3d of April in con- 
fequence of it. 


[Then Part of a former Anfwer given by this Witnefs, in the Firft Part of his E:x- 
amination, viz. That he was wholly unknown to the Profecutors on the one 
Hand, and « had had no Communication with Mr. Haftings on the other,” was 


read to the Witnels ; ] 
And then he was afked, 


Have you had any Converfation. with Mr. Haftings fince your Return to England? 

No. 

Have you written a Letter to Mr. Haftines fince you received the Summons of this 
Houfe ? 

I did. 

Have you written more than one Letter to Mr. Haflings fince you received the Sum- 


mons of this Houfe ? 
The Letter was followed by Two Notes to him, in confequence of not having reccivcd 


an An{wer to it, 
Did 
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Did you receive an Anfwer to either of thofe Two Notes ? ‘ 
No. 


(Then Two Notes and a Letter being produced by a Member of the Committee, 
and fhewn to the Witnefs at the Bar; the Witnefs, upon being afked, admitted 
they were of his Hand Writing. ] 


And then he faid ; 


I avow the Writing of thofe Notes to Mr. Haftings ; but they are of a private Nature ; 
they are in confequence of a Demand of a private Nature originating in, and which I 
made a Demand of previous to my leaving, Bengal, 


Then the Notes and Letters were brought up to the Table ; and it being pro- 
pofed that they fhould be read; 


The fame was objected to ; 
And the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in ; 
The Notes and Letter were read, and are as followeth; viz. 


© Directed to Mr. Haflings. 


¢ Major Marfack prefents his Comnliments to Mr. Flaftings—Being averfe 
to Litigation, and defirous of avoiding a Suit in Equity againft him and 
others, fubmits the accompanying Papers and Demand to his Confidera- 
tion. If he thinks Mr. M. has not a Claim in Honour and Equity on him, 
fo confident is Mr. M. that he will fubmit ic to the Arbitration of any Two 
or more of the India Friends of both Parties, many of whom may now be 
found in London. The Major defires Mr. Haftings will perufe the attend- 
ant Fa¢ts, on which he grounds his prefent Claim, and immediately favour 
him with his Refolve thereon, which muft determine the Major's future Pro- 
ceedings. 
‘ TJertford Street, 
¢ Friday Night, 31{t March.’ 


Cl : i. es a. i. a. SY 


© Major Marfack prefents his Compliments to Mr. Hattings, requelts to 
© know whether or not he has received the Papers he fent him on Saturday 
¢ Morning laft, and to be favoured with his Reply thereto by the Beare: 
© hereof. 


‘ Tuefday Evening,’ 


¢ Directed to Warren Haflings, Efguire, St. James’s Place. 


¢ Sir, Hertford Street, April 6th, 1786. 

¢ I was furprized, at my Return Home laft Night, only to find fome of the 
« Papers I fent you by my Servant, inftead of a Reply to cither of my Notes 
¢ on the Subject of them. JI have therefore to repeat my Inftances, that you 
¢ will favour me with your Refolve thereon, and that it will be fuch as to 
¢ render an Appeal to the Laws of my Country unneceffary; being firmly of 
© Opinion, that a perfonal Interview, perhaps without the Mediation of 
¢ Friends, would bring the Matter in Difpute to an amicable Conclufion. 


‘ © } have the Honour to be, 
¢ Sir, 
-© Your ob! Serv‘, 


°C. MARSACK.’ 


g | Then 
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(Then another Paper, produced by the fame Member of the Committee, being 
fhewn to the Witnefs at the Bar, he was afked] 


Did not that Paper accompany one of thofe Notes ? 


It did. 


(Then the faid Paper was delivered in, and read, and is as followeth ; vi2.] 


a ®S a Rae Fue Aue HR ROAR ROHR ROMO HR OAM 
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¢ Karly in March 1776, Major Marfack arrived at Etowah, in confequence 
of Orders from Governor General and Supreme Council; when the Refident 
at the Vizier’s Court, Mr. John Briftow, propofed to him to raife Regiment 
of Cavalry ; which the Major did at the Inftance of the Vizier, whofe Ca- 
valry he was appointed by you to command; and he did actually raife, pay, 
fupport every Expence of the faid Regiment, called The Firft Regiment, for 
near Twelve Months, on the Public Faith of the Englifh Government, and 
on the Conditions and Contraét made with the Vizier and Mr. Briftow, who 
mortgaged the Revenue of Furruckabad for the Payment of the fame.—— 
Paper, N° 1. Mr. Anderfon's Tranflation of the faid Order and Mortgage.— 
September 1777, Mr. Marfack was deprived of the Command of the Ca- 
valry, and his Regiment, by faid Mr. Haftings, then Governor General, 
without the leaft Imputation of Mifcondu& in Command, and at a Time 
when upwards of Six Lacks was due for Advances made by Mr. Marfack for 
raifing it, at a Period when Difaffection reigned among the Troops, and in 
Compliance with the Vizier and Mr. Briftow’s Orders, which made the 
Rifk confiderable.—Follows Extract of Governor General and Council to 
Mr. N. Middleton, dated Fort William, July 14th 1778, wherein you ac- 
knowledge my prior Claim.—Paper, N° 2. Copy of Mr. Barwell’s Minutes 
on the Subject. 
‘ Mr. Middleton having, in Auguft 1777, exerted an undue Influence to 
the Prejudice of the Vizier’s Grant to me (Paper, N° 1.) by writing to Ab- 
doolah Beg Sazowal not to make me any Payment, 1 procured from 
Abdoolah Beg the Order to him, figned N. Middleton, and with his Perfian 
Seals applied thereto. This fully proves an undue Influence to deprive 
Mr. Marfack of his Property; and I fhall further prove the Vizier’s Dif- 
avyowal of Mr. Middleton’s Conduct in fo doing, that alchough he had 
granted me the Furruckabab Nazuranah, yet he was without a Remedy, 
as I mult well know he had not the Power left of realizing Family Grants, 
much more that which he had given me. He advifed me to apply to the 
Governor General and Council of Calcutta; which was done. They exa- 
mined and paffed my Account; and directed Mr. Middleton to pay him, 
Mr. Marfack, in Preference to every other Demand. On the Faith of the 
Governor General and Council, and the Reliance I had in their Orders to 
him being complied with, Major Marfack declined raifing a Regiment of 
Sepoys in the Company’s Service, and refigned his Commiffion, with their 
Approbation, at Lucknow, January gth 1779, on the exprefs Condition that 
the Governor General and Council fuffered him to remain there till all his 
Demands on that Court fhould be liquidated ; yet many others were paid in 
Preference, and Mr. Marfack detained by Promifes until Auguft gth 1782, 
at a great and unavoidable Expence and Lofs (See Letter, N° 3. to Mr. 
R. Johnfon) If he ever fent it to Mr. Haftings, it accounted for Mr, Mar- 
fack’s Condu& in not leaving Lucknow when his firft Order came, as he 
could not fuppofe Mr, Haftings guilty of fuch Injuftice, as to remove him 
before he had received his Dues from the Vizier, after having accepted his 
Refignation on the Condition that he was not to be removed till he was 
paid. Mr. Marfack afterwards enclofed the above Letter to Richard John- 
fon, in his to Mr. Haftings, dated Benares, October 1ft 1782, which was 
delivered to him by Mr, William Atkinfon, and which produced the moft 
cruel and arbitrary Act of Mr. Haftings’s Government any Individual ever 
experienced. On this Ground it is Mr, Marfack makes his Claim on Mr, 
Haftings, and alfo on Account of his having been detained by Mr. Haftings 
and Mr. Middleton at Lucknow, after he had refigned the Service, Will 
jt be credited here, that Mr, Marfack’s Letter of October 1ft 1782, fhould 
12 ‘ have 
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¢ have drawn on him fuch a eruel Exertion of Power, as to order Mr, Mark- 
¢ ham, Refident at Benares, to fend a Company of Sepoys, and force him from 
¢ Benares in Twenty-four Hours? Mr. Marfack had upwards of Five Lacks 
© of Rupees laying at Punnah, and other Places, for the Purpofe of remitting 
to Europe. So fudden and difgraceful a Treatment put it In great Danger ; 
to obviate which, as much as poffible, he directly left Benares, after giving 
Mr. Markham Notice that he fhould look to him and Mr, Iiaftings for any 
Damage he might fuftain thereby. The Guard was attually fent by Mr. 
Markham after Mr. Marfack had left his Houfe. Many Gentlemen now 
in England will prove the univerfal Opinion formed of this-Perfecution of 
an old Officer, after having allowed him to gefign, as before recited. A 
deep Senfe of the injurious Treatment he haf experienced from Mr, Haf- 
tings determined his Return to Europe, without taking Leave of him at 
GaeGhn ; and he has not at this Moment réceived to the Amount of about 
60,000 R', which fuch Treatment occafioned him to leave behind. Here 
follows the feveral Facts on which he claims of Mr. Haftings the following 
Amount—viz. 


ana rn nmnannaanananrt anna 


« Sacre Rupees = —~ — 2,838 —= = 
© 2,000 R* per Month, from r4th July 1778 to 1ft October 
© 1782——4 Years 24 Months * oe — 101,000 == = 





103,838 —= = 
: Or £. Sterling deans 10,383 16 — 


© rft, Becaufe the Sum of 2,838 S*R*, was paffed by the Vizier and Mr. 
Briftow, Refident and Paymatfter, duly authorized by the Board. 

‘ edly. And that 2,000 R' per Month is a little more than One Half of 
the Allowance to other Gentlemen at Lucknow, and fo comparatively mo- 
derate, as to render it indifputable; and which Amount was out of my 
Power to get from the Nabob, after Mr. Haftings’s Mandate moved me down 
to Calcutta; the Injuftice of which is obvious, fram Mr. Marfack’s Letter 
to Richard Johnfon; and as Mr. Marfack can prove that the Nabob, 
through his Minifters Hydra Beg Khaan and*Rajah Tuckeat Roy, did affure 
Mr. Marfack, that he was not included in Governor General’s Order for 
different Gentlemen to leave Lucknow, but that it was his (the Vizier’s) 
Pleafure, that Mr. Marfack fhould remain until he paid him every Rupee 
due to him; yet Mr. Marfack left the Court out of Refpect to Mr, Hatft- 
ings’s Order above-mentioned, and repaired to Benares, depending on the 
Honour of Mr. Haftings for Payment. Mr. Marfack’s Attorney, William 
Atkinfon, profecuted Mr. Middleton in Calcutta, for the Amount 
67,529. o. L. S* R', with Intereft, and received it; has therefore no De- 
mand on that Head: But Mr. Haftings will pleafe to recollect, that Mr. 
Marfack’s Demand on the Vizier of 2,000 R* per Month, is moderate, and 
what he was, and ought to be allowed, traving been detained at a Lofs of 
Time and Expence far exceeding it. In Contradiftinétion to double and 
treble Allowances made to others withous the Vizier’s Concurrence, and it 
would be very hard that his Claim only fhould be excepred, he, however, 
again repeats his Readinefs to fubmit it to the amicable Decifion of India 
Fritnds to both Parties. But Major Marfack deggpes an immediate Refolve; 
for which Purpofe, and to explain, if neceffary, will wait on Mr. Haft- 
ings any Time on Sunday, ad of April, if agreeable.’ 


rn 
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{Then another Paper, produced by the fame Member of the Committee, and ftated 
to be a Letter, was fhewn to the Witnefs at the Bar.] 


And he was afked; 


Did you employ any Attorney to write that Letter to Mr. Haftings? 

When I fet out with faying, that I was totally unknown to the Profecutor on one Hand, 
and had no-Communication with Mr. Haftings on the other, it was to fubmit to the Con- 
fideration of the Commitree, and merely to fhew them, that I was totally unprepared as 
to the Nature of the Queftions that might be put to me, I did not fuppofe that a 

(H] Claim 
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Claim of a private Nature, and which originated in Bengal, and on Part of which my 
Attorney profecuted fince I left the Country, and recovered, and from whofe Suggef- 
tions, arrived by the laft Advices, it occurred to me to make my Claim on Mr. Haftings 
and others, How far my anfwering any Queftions of a private Nature is incumbent on 
me, I leave to the Committee to determine; they are in full Poffeffion of the Origin 
and the Progrefs of this Demand ; and I beg they will do me the Juftice to believe, that no 
Object of a private Nature can poffibly influence my Mind.—In Anfwer to the Queftion, 
I did direct my Attorney to write a Letter to Mr. Hattings, on the Subjeét of my De- 
mand ; but whether that is the Letter or no, I cannot fay: But I gave Directions to my 
Attorney, in confequence of my receiving no Anfwer from Mr. Haftings to my Notes, 
and politive Inftructions to tell him, as I had repeated by Letter, that I was ready to 
fubmit it to any India Gentlemen Mr, Haftings chofe to name, and to give my Honour 
religioufly to abide by their Determination. 


[Then the Paper was delivered back to the Member who produced it.] 


Did you make any Demand yourfelf, or inftruét your Attorney to demand, of Mr. Haft- 
ings in Bengal 2,000 Rupees per Month, for Four Years, as fet forth in the Paper jut 
read? 

I did, through my Attorney Mr. William Atkinfon ;—=but I fubmit to the Nar pai of 
the Committee, how far I am obliged to anfwer Queftions on this Subjeét; and if I am not 
obliged to it, I beg to decline further anfwering any fuch Queftions, which may probably 
be brought in Evidence againft me, to affect my prefent Claims. 


Did you, by yourfelf, or any other Perfon, make any Demand of any Kind upon Mr. 
Haftings fince his Arrival in Great Britain, previous to the 31ft of March lat? 

To the laft Queftion ] gave an Anfwer, which I humbly fubmit as an Anfwer to every 
Thing which can be afked me on this Subject. 


And then the Witnels was directed to withdraw. 


8 To report a Progrefs, &c. 
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Mercury, 3° die May 1786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
late Governor Gesteral of Bengal. 
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Witneffes Examined, 


COLONEL CHAMPION, 
MAJOR MARSACK. 


PRE ee 


N° 2. 








MIN UTES, &. 





Lune, 8° die May 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Heufe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


Jo the State and Condition of the Province of Oude, and its Dependencies. 
M AJOR MARSACK called in, and examined. 


@ In your Evidence given on Friday laft, you fpoke of a Claim of a private Nature, and 
which originated in Bengal, on Part of which your Attorney profecuted fince you left 
the Country, and recovered; and from whofe Suggeftions, arrived by the laft Advices, it 
occurred to you to make your Claims on Mr. Haftings and others.—You will fay, Whether 
Mr. Haftings was concerned, directly or indirectly, in the Matter for which you recovered 
a Sum of Money, and whether the Money which you or your Attorney did recover, was 
not on Account of Intereft for a principal Sum due from the Nabob Vizier, in which Mr, 
Haftings had no Concern; and whether it exceeded the Sum of 7,000 Rupees ? 


Then the Witnefs being directed to withdraw ; 


The putting the faid Queftion to the Witnefs was agreed by the Committee to 
be waived for the prefent. 


And the Witnefs being again called in; 
He was afked; 


Whether, after the Nabob of Oude had complained of the ftrong Recommendations 
which came from Calcutta, for the Reftoration of Colonel Hannay, he was again reftored 
to the Collection of Baraich and Boorapoor ? 

I beg Leave to fubmit to the Committee, the Situation in which I now ftand as a Wit- 
nefs at this Bar—I have not courted it as ah Evidence— 


And then the Witnefs was direéted to withdraw, 


And being again called ins 


The Chairman informed him, That it was the Pleafure of the Committee, that he 
fhould now proceed to anfwer the Queftion put to him. 


[1] Then 
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Then the Queftion being repeated ; 


The Witnefs faid, 


{ did not pofitively aver that it came from Calcutta, but I fuppofe it came from thence, 
from what the Nabob faid, that it was a Letter that came from the Burra Saheb, which is 
generally underftood to be the Governor; and that it was generally underftood at Luck- 
now, that it was in confequence of the Nabob’s being urged by the Governor, that he was 


rein{tated in his Command. 


How long did he remain after he was fo reinftated ? 
I cannot exactly fay; but it was a confiderable Times 


Did you hear that the Difcontents of the Country ceafed on his Re-appointment? 
I did not, but always underftood them to be confiderably increafed. 


Did you underftand that any Remiffion of Revenue was granted during Colonel Hannay’s 
holding that Farm? 
I did. 


To what Amount? 
I cannot exactly fay—but I have heard that he obtained, at different Periods, very confi- 


derable Deductions. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in ; 


The Anfwer to the laft Queftion was read to the Witnefs ; to which he added; 
That ic was a generally received Opinion of every one on the Spot. 


Are you well acquainted with the Perfon of the Nabob of Oude, his Brothers, Uncles, 
and neareft Relations ¢ 

I have been acquainted with them from very early in the Year 1770, to the Time I left 
the Country in the Year 1782. 


Whether the Opulence and Splendor of the Nabob’s Court has increafed or declined 
during that Period ? 
It is very well known that it is declined to a mere Shadow—nothing at all. 


Whether it was a {plendid and opulent Court in the Time of the late Sujah Dowlah ? 

It certainly was-—-his Wives and Children were maintained in great Affluence and Splen- 
dor; and he fupported, exclufive of his Civil Eftablifhment, the Expence of which has 
been eftimated at about £. 400,000 per Annum, a very numerous ftanding Army of up- 
wards of 20,coo Horfe, Twenty Battalions of regular Infantry, armed, cloathed, and dif- 
ciplined after the European Manner, together with about 20,000 Irregulars, or Matchlock 
Men, called Nejibs and Sabutcaunies (fo called from Sabut Caun, the firft Founder of that 
ea to which | muft add, the Expence of aconfiderable Train of Artillery ; and! 
all this he did previous to the Acceffion of Territory which he acquired in Rohilcund and 
the Duabe, and which his Son the prefent Vizier now poffeffes. 


In what Condition are the Nabob’s Brothers, who are out of the Zenana, maintained ? 
All the Nabob’s Brothers and Sifters are by other Wives of the late Sujah Dowlah—the 
eldeft, Sadut Ali, ufually refides at Benares, under the Protection of the Englifh, with a Re- 
venue of £. 30,000 per Annum, or thereabouts, which he receives from the Vizier his Bro- 
ther: The next Son of Sujah Dowlah, Meer Mirza Jungly, not being able to live upon 
the {mall Stipend his Brother the Vizier allowed him, privately left his Court, and threw 
himfelf upon the Generofity of Nudjiff Cawn at Delhi—there I faw him about the Middle 
of the Year 1780: Nabob Behadre, another Son of Sujah Dowlah, I left at Lucknow in 
very great Indigence. In fhort, the Children of Sujah Dowlah, brought up within the 
Walls of his Seraglio, as foon as ever’they arrived at the Age of thinking for themfelves, 
have all endeavoured to make their Efcape, and to feek for that Support from other 
Princes, which the prefent Refources of their Brother would not admit of his giving them. 
—In regard to the other Relations, his Uncles Mirza Ally Cawn and Nabob Salar Jung, they 
derived Grants of Jaghires from the late Sujah Dowlah, to whom their Sifter was married, 
and who goes by the Name of the Bow Begum.—Mirza Ally Cawn died before the Jaghires 
were taken from them ; but his Children, as wellas the other Brother, Nabob Salar Jung, are 
much 
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much reduced in their Circumftances, and were loud in their Complaints againft the Mi- 
nifter Hyder Beg Cawn, whole Connections with the Englifh Government at the Court of 
Oude had brought the Nabob’s Finances into fuch a Situation as to rendet him unable to 
fatisfy the Demands of the Englifh by any other Means than that of feizing on their Eftate 
and Property. The Begums, that is to fay, the Mother and Wife of the late Sujah Dowlah, 
originally derived their Grants of Jaghires by Way of Settlement; as it is ufual in the 
Princes of the Eaft to make fuch Provifion for the Expences of the Houfehold and Retinue 
of their Wives, independant of their own Houfehold Eftablifhment,-and which it is deemed 
highly difhonourable on any Occafion afterwards to interfere in! Such Grants are always 
held facred by them.—As it is not in the Power of Women to manage thofe Eftates, they 
ufually employ Eunuchs for that Purpofe, which Funuchs generally attaching themfelves 
from their Infancy to the Fortunes of their Miftreffes, they are on all Occafions entrufted 


with their Confidence. —Such was the Situation of the Two Eunuchs, Jewar and Behar 
Ali Cawn, 


Whether the Jaghires, or landed Eftates, of feveral other Perfons, were not feized upon 
at the fame Time? 
On or about the fame Time. 


Were there a great Number of them, or only a few? 
There were a great many Civil and Military Officers. 


Were they Perfons moftly of confiderable Rank and'Confequence? 

No; they were not of that confiderable Rank and Confequence that I have mentioned..u= 
There were fome that were diftantly related to the Nabob’s Father and Mother; but the 
far greater Number were People who originated from very low Characters. 


Were they not Perfons who in that Way had made their Fortunes, and who were re- 
warded by the Nabob for their real or fuppofed Services ? 

J cannot fay what their Merits might be— believe many of them had never done the 
Nabob any Service whatever. 


In what Situation were they left, upon the Refult of taking away their Eftates ? 
It created, very naturally, much Difguft among them—=they complained they were 
much diftreffed by it. ; 


What was the Condition of the Begums upon the Refumigtion of their Jaghires ? 

They were fo much reduced by the Lofs of their Jaghires, as to be under a Neceffity 
of difbanding their Guards and Servants, and of difpofing of their valuable Jewels, 
Cloaths, &c. 


Do you know any Thing of the Seizure of their Treafures ? 
I know. no further than that the Eunuchs before mentioned were put into Confinement, 
and that Guards were placed over their Palaces. 


Was you at Fyzabad, or at Lucknow, at that Time? 
At Lucknow. 


‘Was you there when the Eunuchs were brought Prifoners to Lucknow ? 
I was, 


What Treatment did they fuffer at Lucknow ? 
Every Indignity poffible, to make them betray the Confidence which was the natural 
Refult of their Situation, 


Did they, or did they not, receive any Corporal Punifhment ? 
They did not, to my Knowledge. 


How was the Treatment of the Eunuchs received by the Public in that City and 
Country? 
It made a very bad Impreffion upon People in general. S 


Were thofe Eunuchs turbulent Men, who were fufpected of attempting a Revolution 
in the State? 

I never underftood they pofitively were ; but it was very natural for them to become 
difaffected to the Adminiftration at the Nabob’s Court,.when.they found the Country of 
their late Mafter fo much declining under its Influence. 


Did you hear that they atually inlifted and recruited ‘Mefi for the Purpofe of fubverting 
the Britifh Power in India, and. for extirpating the Englith Nation ? 

I never did; nor was it in their Power to recruit Men to effectuate fuch a hel pa 

I believe 
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I believe they, as well as all Men under their Circumftances and Situation, who poffeffed 
the Spirit and Feelings of Men, would have extirpated us, if in their Power. 


Was it their particular Difpofition, or was it general throughout the Country ? 

I believe that the Difpofition of the Natives collectively, fer fome Years back, but 
more efpecially thofe in the Provinces in the Diftricts of Baraich and Boorapoor, where 
the Rebellion prevailed, owing to the Oppreffion they had recently experienced, were dif- 
affected to our Government; and for this Reafon—they had been almoft ruined by the Ra- 
pacity and Condué of an Englith Colleétor in that Country, the Effects of whofe Meafures 
prefented themfelves, from one End to the other of it, in deferted Villages and uncul- 
tivated Traéts of Land, which had been a Garden but a very fhort Time before ; and it 
was the public Talk, and had been well known to every Gentleman in that Country, that 
a Battalion of Sepoys, under the Command of Captain Naylor, was fent to quell the Sedi- 
tion in the Country; and with that fmall Force he did fettle the Country ; and with the 
Officers of his Detachment did report that the Difaffection and Affembly of Troops for the 
Purpofe of driving Colonel Hannay out of the Country, was owing to unheard-of Op- 
preffions on his Part. 


In what Year did that Rebellion happen? 
They took the Advantage of the Troubles at Benares to fhew their Refentment, 
In 1781. 


At what Time was that Infurrection got under? 
In avery fhort Time after—In the Courfe of Two or Three Months. 


Was there any Reafon to believe that the Begums had formed a regular Plan, in Cone 
junction with other Powers, for the Extirpation of the Englifh ? 

A Plan of that Nature was too abfurd to be believed by a Gentleman who knows the Po- 
fition of Affairs inthat Country at that Time. 


What was the Condition of the Zemindars in that Country, when you knew it firft, and 
when you laft knew it—meaning the old Hindoo Landholders of all Kinds? 

The old Rajahs or Zemindars of the Country had, previous to the Death of the late Vizier 
Sujah Dowlah, been in a very declining Way. It was not an uncommon Practice of his to 
appoint an Aumil over a confiderable Diftrict of thofe ancient Rajahs and Zemindars, whom 
he always wifhed to keep as dependant upon the Court as poffible. The Hindoo Cultiva- 
tors of the Lands are very much attached totheir Princes, thefe Rajahs, and frequently, at 
their Inftigation, took up Arms to oppofe the Aumil in his Collections, which gave him an 
Opportunity, upon getting the better, to plunder them; and which the Vizier their Matter | 
encouraged, in order to become fecond Plunderer over:the Aumil. 


a 


Has that Condition been mended in the prefent Reign ? Baas 

It has not.—There is fcarcely a Rajah or Zemindar of any Confequence now in pacha 
Subadarry, All Contracts for the farming of the different Diftrits are made with the Mi- 
nifter, at Lucknow; who, upon fetthing with the Aumil what he is to pay, takes him to 
the Vizier his Mafter, where he receives an honorary Drefs, and is difmiffed to make the 
beft of his Government, which in general he holds only for One Year. He therefore goes, 
without confulting the Princes of the Country, and makes his own Terms and Settle- 
ments with the Tenants. 


Whether moft of thefe Countries have not been given over in Affignments to the Englifh 
Refident? 
They have, for public Service and Arrears of Demand. 


Have you ever heard that the Englith Refident has interfered to protect the ans 
cient Rajahs and Zemindars from the ill Treatment of the Farmers of the Revenue? 
I do not doubt but they have, on many Occafions. 


With what Succefs ? 

I cannot pofitively fay tthe Syftem of Finance adopted by the Minifter was probably 
of fuch a Nature as to put it, in a great Meafure, if not wholly, out of their Power to rec- 
tify any Abufe committed by the Aumils. The different Refidents at Lucknow, fince the 
Acceffion of the prefent Nabob, I believe to be Men of the greateft Integrity and Honour, 
and se they would, had it been in their Power, have remedied many of the Evils com- 
mitted there. 


Whether you know ‘of any Inftances of their Interference for that Purpofe? 
I cannot fay | do.——d¥*would probably have been incompatible with their Endeavours to 
realize their Aflignmesty, | , 
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you at Lucknow when Sir Elijah Impey arrived there? 
was. 


What was the Opinion of his Errand thither? 
I really cannot prefume to fay. 


How long did Sir Elijah Impey ftay there? 3 
To the beft of my Memory, about a Month; but I do not at all recollect, 


In what Manner was he employed while he was there? 
I am a Stranger to it. 


‘Did you hear that he took any Affidavits while there ? 


And the Queftion being objected to ; 
The Witnefs was dtreéted to withdraw. 


And being again called ins 
The Queftion was repeated. 
I have heard fo; but do not know that he did. 


Do you Know the State of the Duabe? 
. fvie a very confiderable Trac ef Country. 


The Queftion means, that Part that is under the Vizler’s Government. 
I do. 


How long have you known it? and what is the comparative State of it, between the 
Time when you fift kAew it and the prefent Time? 

I have knawn # ever fince the Year 1776; and it is a Country liable and open to the 
Invafions of the Mahrattas, from which it had fuffered very confiderably, previous to the 
Vizier’s making an Acquifition of it. Since that Period, the Mode of Finance adopted by 
Hyder Beg Cawn has doubtlefs been the Means of reducing the Country. 


How long is it fince the laft Invafton of the Mahrattas ? 
To the beft of my Rernembrance, between Nine and Ten Years. 


-. Mighs it Keve improved fince, under a good Government ? 
There is great Room for Improvement all over the Poffeffions of the Vizier. 


Do you know the Zemindary of Benares? 
I do—having furveyed all through it. 


What was the State of it when you firft knew it? 

I firft knew it in 1769, when it was an Appendage to the Subadarry of Oude, and go- 
verned by Bulwant Sing, the Father of the late Rajah Cheyt Sing: It was at that Period, 
and indeed until the Expulfion of the late Rajah, in a very flourifhing State.—-The Police 
of Benares and Johanpoor was under the Management of a Cutwal or Civil Magiftrate, 
put in -by the Subah of Oude, and was very defective. Thefe Two principal Cities were 
much infefted by Gangs of Banditti and Robbers, and frequent Murders were the Con- 
fequence of thefe Depredations ; and until the Appointment of Mr. Thomas Graham, 
whofe Exertions to eftablifh a good Police, and to put an End to thefe Enormities, de- 
ferve the greateft Commendation ; for by his unremitting Care and Attention, he put 
alrhoft a total Stop to 1t. 


What was the State of the Cultivation of the Province of Benares in general ? 
The Province of Benares was ¢xceedingly populous and well cultivated, and the Manu- 
factures flourifhed. 


Did this continye pntil Cheyt Sing was depofed? 

It did—But he’was not equal té his Father in the Government of that Country.-And 
here I think it but Juftice to Mr. Haftings to obferve, that the Title we derive, in con- 
fequence of the Transfer made to the Englith by the Vizier of that Zemindary, and from 
the Nature of the Rajah’s Situation and Dependance on his former and prefent Matters, 
that Mr. Haftings was juftifed in calling upon him‘to fupply the Sum of £. 50,000 An- 
nually, when the prefling Exigencies of. the Ruling State demanded fuch. Aid. 
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Did you obferve any thing, when you was in the Country, of a Defign in Cheyt Sing te 
Shake off his Dependance on the Englith Government? 
I did not. 


In what Year was you laft there 
In Oétober 1782. 


Did you obferve any Difference in the Country, from the Time that Cheyt Sing was 
tiepofed to that Period ? 
i did ; I believed it to be declining very much. 


Were the People as well fatisfied with the new Government as the old ? 
Doubtlefs they were not. 


To what do you attribute the Difference ? 
To the Uncertainty they at prefent labour under who are to be the Governors, as the pres 
fent Syftem is liable every Day to change. 


Then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
And being called in again, he was afked; 


les was you laft in the Boorapoor and the Baraich Diftriéts ? 
n 1776. 


Do you know when Colonel Hannay was appointed to the Command in thofe Diftritts ? 
I cannot precifely fay, but it was in 1778 or 1779, 


Have you ever been in thefe Diftricts fince 1776? 
I have never been in the Diftricts fince, but I have been bordeting on them, 


Can you ftate to the Committee, what the annual Amount of the Revenues of thofe 
Diftriéts were, for any Length of Time, paid into the Nabob’s Treafury, previous to 
Colonel Hannay’s Appointment ? 

I cannot. 


Can you ftate to the Corimittee, what the annual Amount of the Revenues was during 
the Time Colonel Hannay had the Command there? 
I cannot tax my Memory with it, nor do I know what they were. 


Have you ever heard or underftood any Thing of the Amount of thofe Revenues, dur- 
ing the Time before mentioned ? 
I do not remember I have. 


Can you ftate to the Committee, what thofe Revenues have produced annually fince Co- 


lonel Hannay’s laft Removal ? 
I cannot ; for foon after he left the Country, I left it myfelf. 


Was you perfonally acquainted with the late Colonel Hannay ? 
I was acquainted with him for many Years, 


What was the late Colonel Hannay’s genera] Character in the Service ? 
T never heard any Thing againft his Character. Previous to his Appointment to the 
Command in that Country, he bore the Character of a Gentleman, and a deferving Officer. 


Had the Jate Colonel Hannay the Reputation of being avaricious, cruel, or rapacious ? 

I never heard one diffenting Opinion of his being fo, after his Adminiftration in that 
Country. It was the public Talk at Lucknow, on the Spot, and in fhort all over the Pro- 
vince of Bengal. 


At what Time did you return from India to this Country ? 
About the Middle of the Year 1783. 


After your Arrival in this Country, was you called upon to give Evidence before the 
Seleé& Committee of the Houfe of Commons, fitting at that Time on India Affairs ? 
J was not. 


Had you any Communication, directly or indireétly, with any of the Members of that 
Committee, about that Time? | 
I cannot fay, for J do not know who the Members of the Committee were. 


Did you ever hear, or underftand, that the late Colonel Hannay was at any Time, and at 
what Time in particular, accufd of the groffeft Peculation in India? 
J cannot exactly fay. 


And 
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And the Queftion being repeated ; 
The Witnels faid ; 


I have heard that he was guilty of Abufes in the Country; but I never neard of a forma 
Accufazion againft him. 


Do yéu mean then to fay, that the late Colonel Hannay was never publicly accufed? ° 


I cannot mean to fay any fuch Thing. 

By whom, and before whom, was Colonel Hannay ever a¢cufed? 

I have before obferved, that it has beea the public Topic of Converfation on the Spot, 
and at other Places; But I never knew of any formal or official Accufation againf him. 


Did you ever hear of any public Accufation againft him, which warranted the Charge of 
his being a grofs Peculator? = 

I have heard many of the Natives on the Spot fpeak of the Oppreffions thofe Diftriéts 
laboured under, and that the Country was, from his Mifconduct, rendered quite a Defert. 


Then the Queftion, firft entered on thefe Minutes, in this Day’s Examination, Vide ante 4% 
was again put to the Witnefs. P. 28. 


To which he faid, 


I muft beg Leave, if it is not improper, as to any Thing regarding this private Claim, not 
to anfwer any further Queftions concerning it. 


Then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


Motion made, and Queftion propofed, That the Witnefs be again Called ins 
os and that the Chairman do acquaint him, that the Committee expect that he 
fhould give an Anfwer to that Queftion, 


And the Queftion being, with Leave of the Committee, withdrawn; 


The Witnefs was again called in, and was afked ; 


What Officer commanded in Rohilcund when you was there in 1780? 
Major Belfour, 


Was you in Rohilcund in any other Year befides the Year 1780 ? 
I was not. 


What Time was you there in 1780? 
Besween Two and Three Months. 


Did you ever fee a Church in Rohilcund? 
Great Numbers—Places of Worfhip, called Mefchids. 


Were the Ruins you faw in Rohilcund to all Appearance old Ruins ? 
They were not. 


When you {peak of Colleges, Churches, Baths, Palaces, and other Buildings, do you 
conceive they were deftnoyed between October 1774 and 4780, when you was there ? 
The major Part of them I believe to be gane to Decay fince 1774. 


Had you the Permiffion of the Governor General and Council to go to Dethi in 1780 ? 
Thad not. I had refigned the Service, and looked on myfelf to be my own Matter. 


Wien you refigned the Service, in January 1779, had you Permiffion to remain in Oude 
for an indefinite Time, or to go to any Part of the Country you pleafed ? 

I refigned the Service upon the exprefs Condition, that the Governor-General and Council 
fhould permit me to remain at the Court of the Vizier, until the Whole of my Demand 
upon him fhould be liquidated; and, contrary to all former Precedents, which compelled 
any Officer who propofed to refign the Service to go down to the Prefidency for that Pur- 
pofe, I was fuffered to refign my’'Commiffion at the Court of the Vizier. 


The Permiffion which you had being to continue at Oude, had you any Permiffion to go °° 
to the Court of ‘Dethi? ae 
I did not apprehend I required any; for when I found that I was not likely to receive my \ 
Dues fiom the Vizier, I took the Opportunity of vifiting a Part of the Country I was before 
unacquainted with. ; 
[lL] Do 
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De you know what Number of Elephants the Nabob Vizier has, or whether he is not 
generally accompanied in his Hunting Parties with a numerous and fplendid Court? 

I do not exattly know; but he has not of late Years been accompanied with fuch large 
Retinues as formerly attended him. 7 


Is not the Term, Burra Saheb, applied to the Refident of Oude s'and was it not applied 
fo Sir Eyre Coote when he was at Oude? * 
It is ufually applied to the Chief or Head of any particular Department. 


Do you know whether the Bow Begum, in 1776, when fhe paid 30 Lackg to the Nabob, 
did not difpofe of feveral of her Jewels and Cloaths ? 
I do not know. 


Was it not generally fuppofed, at the Time, that fhe had a large Sum of Money in her 
Poffeffion ? ; 
I have heard fhe had. 


Have you ever heard it eftimated by Mr. Briftow, or any other Perfon, who might be 
fuppofed to have Information on the Subject, at 170 Lacks, or thereabouts f 
I do not recolleét that I have. 


When you commanded the Regiment in the Vizier’s Service, have you never heard 
Complaints of Jewar and Behar Ali Cawn, the Two Eunuchs of the Begums, from Mr. 
Briftow, or others? 

I do not remember that I ever did. 


Is it not cuftomary in Indoftan for Eunuchs to hold Offices of Truft and Importance in 
the State ? 
It is. 


Do you remember one of Sujah Dowlah’s General Officers, Cojah Buffan, a Eunuch ? 
Ido. 


Did he not put to Death the prefent Vizier’s Minifter, Mirtooza Cawn; and was he not 
afterwards killed in attempting to affaffinate the Vizier ? 

It happened at Etoiah, when I was there: He was fuppofed to have affaffinated the Mi- 
nifter, but I do not believe he ever had any Intention to affaffinate his Mafter the Vizier. 


Were not the Cutwalls, or Magiftrates, of Jehanpour and Benares, Mahomedans? 
They were. 


In what Years was you in Benares? 
At different Periods, from 1769 to the End of 1782. 


Have you never heard Mr. Graham or Mr, Fowlke mention the difaffeted Condition 
of Cheyt Sing? 

I have not. 

Were the Jaghires granted to the Bow Begums by Sujah Dowlah, or the prefent 
Vizier ? 

The Bow Begums had an Addition, and a confiderable one, by the prefent Vizier. ——_—- 
] beg to add to my laft Anfwere—but, if I remember right, I have heard Mr. Graham fay, 
that he found Difficulties thrown in his Way by the Rajah in fettling the Police of Be- 
nares; and I have underftood he was refractory in regard to the Demand made on him for 
the Payment of the Three Battalions, 


Is the préfent Vizier a Man of Abilities, and capable of managing well his Country ? 
He by no Means wants Underftanding ; but, his Abilities having never been put to the 
Teft, I cannot {peak to them. 


Was ‘his prefent Minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn, the Vizier’s own Choice, or was he forced 
on him by Mr. Haftings ? 

I cannot fay he was forced upon kim by Mr. Haitings, nor do I believe he was; but I 
believe the Vizier was frequently inclined to have taken his Head off, if it had been in his 
Power, on account of his Mifcondué&. 


You have fpoken of the Oppreffion of the Aumils on the Zemindars—do you mean to 
fay, that thofe Oppreffiogs have ever been countenanced by Mr. Haftings ? , 
J do not mean to fay ge fuch Thing, for 1 do not know that they have. 


1! Was 


, 


[ 36 ] 

Was the Mealure of appdinting Englifh Officers ta command the Vizier’s Troops car- 
ried into Execution when Mr. Haftings had a Majority in the Supreme Council; or be- 
fore thé Death of Colonel Monfon, When General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. 
Francis had the Majority ? 

I believe it to be in Agitation previous to the Death of the late Vizier; ot rather, it had 
been in Contemplation to have lent Officers to the late Vizier before his Death ; arid fome 
did arrive at the Court of Fyzabad, with Expectation of being engaged in his Service; but 
no regular Eftablifhment did take place till General Clavering had the Majority. 


Were they not all fuppofed to have been at General Clavering’s Appointment ? 
I cannot fay; for my own Part, I ftand indebted to the General for that which I received 


And then the Witnefs wag direéted to withdraw. 


To report a Progtefs, bec. 


Luna, 8° die Maij 1786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Howling on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mitdetneanors, 
prefented to the Houft againit Warren Haitings, i 
late Governor General of Bengal. 


Mitemsannsanenttneibaanntedminpatecetnatntiapeaitedal 
_ Witnefs Examined, 
MAJOR MARSACK. 


Ces IS 


N° 3. 


y 
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MINUTES, Ge. 





Fovis, 11° die May 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efguire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


o authenticate certain Letters flated in the Charges, relative to the Princeffes of Oude, 
their Minifters, and Women. 


CAPTAIN LEONARD JAQUES called in, and examined. 


A Member prefent produced feveral Papers, purporting to be Copies of Letters, 
or of Extracts of Letters, which he defired might be feverally fhewn to the Wit- 
nefs; and that the Witnefs might be afked, Whether he wrote or received the 
Letters, of which the Papers now to be fhewn to him purported to be Copies, or 
from which fuch Extracts were made. 


Thea the Witnefs was dire&ed to withdraw. 


And being again called in ; 


One of the faid Papers was thewa to him; and the Witnefs defiring that it might 
be read to him, _ 


The fame was read; and is as followag viz. 


* To Richard Johnfon, Ffquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


¢ Sir, 
¢ The Two Prifoners under my Charge, Bar Ally Cawn, and Jewar Ally 
« Cawn, have repeatedly reprefented to me the Hardfhips they fuffer by their 
« long Confinement. 
¢ They have this Day informed me, of their being advifed, in your Letter, 
* of a Deficiency in the Sale of the Articles fent to Lucknow, as Part of the 


« ftipulated Sum to be fent by them. 
M ) « As 
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¢ As the Sum deficient has not been pointed out to them, they have re- 
¢ quefted I would write you for that Purpofe. “ 

« Anxious to obtain their Enlargement, they have likewife defired me to 
‘inform you, they will immediately, with the Affiftance of their Friends, 
© make up any Deficiency that may have arifen. 

‘ I have the Honour to be, 


¢ Sir, 
¢ Your moft obedt humble Servant, 
' Palace, Fyzabad, (Signed) LEOP JAQUES, Capt" 
© Feby 23d 1782. 2"! Batt" 20th Reg* of Sepoys.” 


And then the Witnefs was afked ; 


Did ee write that Letter ? 
To the befl of my Recolleétion, I wrote fuch a Letter.—JIt is at fuch a Diftance, I can 
not recollect every Word ; but I wrote a Letter to that Intent and Meaning. 


{Then another of the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, as follows; viz.] 


‘ Captain Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad. 


© Sir, 
© | have been honoured with your Letter of the 23d Inftant; and enclofe an 
Anfwer to a Letter from your Prifoners. 
‘ I alfo fend you an Account of the Money hitherto brought to their Cre- 
dit, which be fo good as to explain tothem: That by this Statement, 12 
Lacks are yet due upon the ¢6 ftipulated, againft which the Jewels and re- 
maining Bullion are yet to be fet off, only eftimated by themfelves at 7 ; 
but as the Sale of thefe will in all Appearance far exceed the Term of their 
Agreement, it would be better that they fhould fend Money inftead of them; 
in the mean Time, you may affure them, that on the Day their Agreement 
expires, I fhall be indifpenfably obliged to recommence Severities upon 
them, until che laft Farthing is fully paid of the Agreement they have en- 
tered into. You may alfo mention to them, that I have Reafon to fulpedt that 
the Commotions raifed by Bulbudder has not been without their Suggeftions 
and Abetmeng; which if proved upon them, in Addition to the probable 
Breach of their Agreement, will make their Situation very defperate. 
‘ ‘Lhe Ignorance they have pleaded to you of the Deficiencies in Produce of 
the Payments, is a vain Pretext, as not one Sicca Weight has been difburfed 
without the previous Knowledge of their Agents here, 


© Lucknow, (Signed) RICHARD JOHNSON.’ 
a7th Feb’ 1782. 
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[Then another of the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, as follows; viz.] 


¢ Extract of a Letter from Captain Jaques to Mr. Johnfon, dated the 2d of 
© March 1782. 


‘have, agreeable to your Defire, explained the Contents of your Letter 
« to the Prifoners Bar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, as likewife the Ac- 
« count; in Anfwer to which they have requefted me to inform you, that it 
‘ will be entirely out of their Power to tranfmit Cath in the room of the 
< Jewels already fent, but that, when the Jewels may be fold, anda Balance 
« {truck of any Deficiency arifing from the Sale, they will, in the Courfe of a 
« few Days, if permitted to go about among their Friends, make up this De- 
« ficiency. 7 . 

¢ They pofitively deny having any Hand in the Commotions raifed by Bul- 
« budder, or that they carry on any Kind of Correfpondence, or have any 
« Intercourfe with him or his Adherents ; fo far from it, they have defired me 
to acquaint you, it is their fincere With he was either taken or deftroyed.’ 


Then the Witnefs was direéted to withdraw. 
And 
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And being called in again; 
He was afked ; 
Did you write the Letter of which that is an Extract? 


1d, » 


[Then another 6f the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, Prosiows; viz.} 


¢ Richard Johnfon, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


« Sir, 

* The Women belonging to the Khourd Mhal, complain of their being in 
« Want of every Neceffary of Life, and are at laft drove to that Defperation, 
© that they at Night get on the Top of the Zenanah, make a great Difturb- 
“ ance, and laft Night not only abufed the Centinels pofted in the Gardens, 
© but threw Dirt at them; they threaten to throw themfelves from the Walls 
“ of the Zenanah, and alfo to break out of it. 

© Humanity obliges me to acquaint you of this Matter, and to requeft to 
‘ know, if you have any Direction to give me concerning it. 

* Talfo beg Leave to acquaint you, I fent for Letaffit Ally Cawn, the Co- 
© yah, who has the Charge of them; who informs me their Complaint is well 
“ grounded. That they have fold every Thing they had, even to the Cloaths 
“ from their Backs, and now have no Means of exifting. 

“ Enclofed I tranfmit you a Letter from Monatoll on the Subject. 


« J have the Honour to be, 
¢ Sir, 
¢ Palace, Fyzabad, Your moft obed. hble Serv‘, 
‘March 6th, 1782. (Signed) LEOP JAQUES, Captain 
24 Batts 20 Reg* of Sepoys, 


Did you write that Letter? 
§ did. 


{Then another of the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, as follows; viz.} 


« Richard Johnfon, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


© Sir, 
¢ I beg Leave to addrefs you again, concerning the Women in the Khourd 
« Mhal; their Behaviour laft Night was fo furious, that there feemed the 
* preateft Probability of their proceeding to the utmoft Extremities, and that 
* they would either throw themfelves from the Walls, or force the Doors of the 
« Zenanah.—]I have made every Enquiry concerning the Caufe of their Com- 
« plaints, and find, from Letaffit Ally Cawn, that they are in a ftarving Condi- 
* tion, having fold all their Cloaths and Neceffaries, and now have not where- 
‘ withal to fupport Nature; and, as my Inftructions are quite filent on this 
« Head, hhould be glad to know how to proceed in cafe they were to force the 
‘ Doors of the Zenanah, as I fufpect it will happen, fhould no Subfiftence be 
« very quickly fent to rhem. 
* T have the Honour to be 
« Palace, Fyzabad, “Sir; 
¢ March 7th 1782, ¢ Your moft obed* 
© humble Servant, 
(Signed) ~ «LEO? JAQUES, Capr 
*+9¢ Batt® 20" Reg' of Sepoys.’ 


Did you write that Letter ? 
I did, 


12 [Then 
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{Then another of the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, as follows; viz.] 


aA nH A A 


« 


€ 


4 


“ To Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad. 
¢ Sir, ; 

¢ J have been honoured with your Letters of the 6th and 7th Inftant, and 
have witen to Meer Saed ul Dien, co urge the Payment of the Funcan of 
the Khoord Mehal, I have alfo requefted the Nabub to fend Orders to this 
Effeét to that Aunil, and, as they are to be accompanied by a Sezawal, have 
no Doubt of their immediate Effeat. 

£ Asto the Women of the Khoord Mehal going out, it cannot be a Mat- 
ter in which the I:nelifh can interfere one Way or the other. 

© You will in future be pleafed to correfpond with Mr. Middleton, who re- 


turned this Day to his Station. 
« (Signed) R. JOHNSON, 


« Lucknow, 
g March 1782." 


Did you receive that Letter ? 
I] did—but the Names in this are differently fpelt. 


[Then another of the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, as follows ; viz.] 
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¢ Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 
¢ Sir, ‘ 

©] am defired by the Two Prifoners, Bar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally 
Cawn, to inform you they have this Day received a Statement of Ac- 
counts from Mr. Johnfon, in which they fay, that, exclufive of the Jewels 
fent as Part Payment of the ftipulated Sum of Fifty-five Lacks of Rupees, 
they are credited for the Sum of Forty-five Lacks Forty-five thoufand Six 
hundred and One Rupees. 

‘ They earneftly requeft that the Jewels may be valued by Four or Five 
eminent Merchants, Muffulmen and Hindoos, upon Oath; and that after 
this may be done, whatever Balance may appear againft them, they will im- 
mediately get their Friends to advance for them. 

‘ They have likewife requefted me to reprefent to you their diftreffed 
Sityation, in being fo long and clofe confined, with the Hopes of your 
taking their Cafe into Confideration, expediting the Matter as much as 
in your Power. They alfo requeft me to inform you, the Sufpicions Mr. 
Johnfon feems to entertain of them refpecting Bulbudder, is without 
Foundation; that they have no Kind of Intercourfe, either dire€tly or indi- 
rectly, with him; and that they ftake their Lives upon the moft diftant 
Proof of it being brought; alfo, that it would give them great Satisfaction 
to find he was either taken or deftroyed. 

* ] have the Honour to be, 


« Palace, Fyzabad, Sir, 


c 


March 13th 1782. Your moft obedt humb* Servant, 
(Signed) LEOP JAQUES, Captain 
2° Batt" 20 Reg* of Sepoys. 


Did you write a Letter to that Purpofe ? 


Yes. 


[Then another of the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, 2s follows; viz.] 


£ 
€ 
€ 


« Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad. 
Sir, 
‘I have received your Letter of the 13th Inftant. The Two Prifoners, 
Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn, having violated their written folemn Engage- 
ment with me, for the Payment of the Balance due to the Honourable Com- 


pany, on the Nabob’s Affignments accepted by them; and declining giving 
I «me 
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me any fatisfactory Affurances on that Head; I am under the difagreeable 
Neceffity of recurring to Severities to enforce the faid Payment. This is 
therefore to defire, that you immediately caufe them to be put in Irons, 
and keep fo until I fhall arrive at Fyzabad, to take further Meafures as may 
be neceffary. 


« Lucknow, (Signed) NATH" MIDDLETON. 
18th March 1782. 


Did you receive a Letter to that Purport ? 


I did. 


[Then another of the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, as follows; viz.] 
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¢ Nath' Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


¢ Sir, 
‘I was laft Night honoured with your Letter of the roth Inftant; and 
have, agreeable to your Orders, put the Prifoners Bahar Ally Cawn and 
Jewar Ally Cawn in Irons, 

« J have the Honour to be, 

© Palace, ¢ Sir, 
March arft 1782. « Your moft obedt humble Serv‘, 
« (Signed) LEO? JAQUES, Capt" 
« 2* Batt" 20 Regt of Sepoys.’ 


Did you write a Letter to that Purport? 


Yes. 


[Then another of the faid Papers was read to the Witnefs, as follows ; viz.] 
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© Nath' Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


« Sir, 

‘J am favoured with your’s of the 27th Inftant; and cannot help in- 
forming you, that I think myfelf hardly ufed, in not being allowed fo 
trifling a Contingence as my Bill with you is for; however, I am ne- 
verthelefs obliged to you for letting me know what I have to expect, 
as I fhall of courfe now difcharge all the extraordinary People, which my 
Delicacy and Zeal for doing the Duty I am upon, to the Satisfaction of 
them who ordered me upon it, induced me to enter into. You will therc- 
fore confider, Sir, that 1 cannot any longer pay Women to examine the 
Doolies from the Rhafs and Khourd Mhals; of courfe none will be al- 
lowed to go out till I have your further Directions how to procecd. 
Doolies unexamined will take out Valuables, which my Orders are pofi- 
tively againft. Intelligence I can have none, as no Allowance will be 
made me for it; and, fhould any Accident happen, the Blame will not 
be mine, but thofe who are fo fparing of a Trifle. 
‘ T have been at fome other trifling Expences, fuch as a Moonfey to read, 
write, and explain any Letter to and from the Prifoners, to and from Jerrour 
Sing, the Aumil of Nabob Gunge, and the Aumil of Oude, &c.; Extra 
Stationary, and not neceffary, were I not on a feparate Command; Candles, 
Oil, &c. for Guards, which fhould have no Occafion to fupply, were it not 
for my Command. 
‘ The practifing my People with Ball Cartridges, I am fure, was abfo- 
Jutely neceffary, as Fifty of my Men were the utmoft in Number who 
had ever fired one until I came here: And [ had every Reafon to be- 
lieve, from the Caution ufed by Major Naylor, when I relieved him, that 
I fhould meet with Trouble; and, being only Half his, Number, and no 
Guns, it was furely my Duty to have my People in the beft Condition 
to defend themfelves if Occafion required; and I am fure the Sum charged 
by ine for this is not Half what it would have cofl the Company to 
have fupplied my Battalion from any of the Magazines. 

[N} © You 


[ 42 ] 


‘ You have alfo ordered me to put the Prifoners in Irons—that J have 
done; yet, as I have no Bufinefs to purchafe Fetters, or fupply them any 
other Way, itis but reafonable that you fhould order me to be reimburfed. 
But why fhould Ladd any thing more? A Jate Commander at this Place, 
Tam told, draws near as many Thoufands, Monthly Contingencies, as my 
trifling Bill is for Hundreds. However, if you cannot get my Bill paid, 
be fo obliging as return it, and give me an Opportunity of declaring to 
the World, that I believe [ am the firft Officer in the Honourable Com- 
pany’s Service who has fuffered in his Property by an independant Com- 


mand. 
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© IT have the Honour to be, 
« Sir, 
© Your moft obedient 
‘ Palace, Fyzabad, © humble Servant, 


« March goth, 1782. (Signed) ‘LEO? JAQUES, Capt" 
¢ Commanding at Fyzabad.’ 


Did you write a Letter to chat Purport? 

T did. 

Did you tranfmit any Letter to Mr. Haftings, or the Governor General and Council, 
from Jewar and Behar Ally Cawn, or from yourfelf ? 

I do not recollect that I ever did, during my Command, or on that Bufinefs. 

Under whofe Direétion was you, while you had that Command ? 

I was to receive my Orders from the Refident at the Vizier’s Court.—Mr. Middleton 
had Occafion to go away, and Mr. Johnfon acted for him. 

By what Authority did you underftand Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfon to act, in giv- 
ing you any Directions in the Courfe of that Command? 


And the Queftion being objeéted to ; 
The Witnefs was direéted to withdraw. 


And being again called in ; 
He was afked, 


Why did you obey the Orders of Mr. Middleton? 

My immediate Commanding Officer in the Regiment ordered me to march with my 
Battalion, which was then lying at Lucknow, and put myfelf under the Command of 
Major Naylor, who then commanded at Fyzabad—or to relieve hin—I forget which ; 
but I did relieve him. On my Arrival at Fyzabad, the 8th of February 1782, Major 
Naylor gave me Inftructions regarding the Charge of the Palace at Fygabad, and the 
Charge of the Two Eunuchs who were Prifoners. 

Did you receive particular Dire€tions to obey the Orders of Mr. Middleton, and from 


whoin ° 
] did.—I cannot be pofitive, but I believe 1 had Orders from my immediate Com- 


manding Officer at Lucknow to receive Orders from Mr. Middleton ; but I am fure, on 
my Arrival at Fyzabad, J had Direétions from Major Naylor to receive my Orders from 


Mr. Middleton. 
Did you conceive Mr. Middleton to be the Reprefentative of the Governor General and 


Council ? 


I always underftood that Mr, Middleton was the Englifh Refident at the Vizier’s Court 
at Lucknow. 

What Situation did you hold in the Company’s Service ? 

] was a Captain. 

When did you ceafe to hold that Rank ¢ 

In 1784. 


On what Occafion did you ceafe to hold that Rank ? 
I do not fee that there is any Occafion for me to anfwer that Queftion. 


ia 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw, 
7 The 
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The Committee was moved, That feveral Papers might be read ; 
And the fame were read accordingly. The Firft as follows; viz. 


(#) « COPY Tranflation of a Letter from his Highnefs the Nabob Afuf ul Dowlah, 
© Subadar of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, to Charles Purling, Efquire, Re- 
© fident at his Court, on the Part of the Eaft India Company —an Enclofure in 
‘ Mr. Purling’s Letter to the Council General, dated Lucknow, igth of No- 
‘ vember 1779. 


© The Friendfhip between the Honourable Company, Mr. Haftings, Go- 
vernor General, Supreme Council, and myfelf, has not the leaft Shadow of 
Difunion ; Dominion, Property, and Honour, are but one and the fame 
to US. 

¢ The Situation of my Affairs, refpecting the prefent Time, I informed Mr, 
Middleton of, both by Writing and Conveifution, and I now proceed to lay 
the Whole before you. 

¢ During thefe Three Years paft, the Expence occafioned by the Troops in 
Brigade, and others, commanded by European Officers, has much diftrefled 
the Support of my Houfehold, inafmuch that the Allowance made to the Se- 
raglio and Children of the deceafed Nabob has been reduced to One Fourth 
Part of what it was, upon which they have fubfifted in a very diftreffed Man 
ner for thefe Two Years paft. The Attendants, Writers, Servants, &c. of 
my Court, have received no Pay for thefe Two Years; and there 1s at pre- 
fent no Part of the Country that can be allotted to the Payment of my 
Father’s private Creditors, whofe Applications are daily preffing upon mie. 
All thefe Difficulties I have for thefe Three Years paft ftruggled through, 
and found this Confolation therein, that it was complying with the Pleafure 
of the Honourable Company, and in the Hope that the Supreme Council 
would make Enquiry from impartial Perfons into my diftreffed Situation. 
But I am now forced to a Reprefentation. From the great Increafe of Ex- 
pence, the Revenues were neceffarily farmed out at a high Rate, and De- 
ficiencies followed Yearly; the Country and Cultivation is abandoned ; 
and, this Year in particular, from the exceffive Drought of the Seafon, De- 
ductions of many Lacks have been allowed the Farmers, who were ftill left 
unfatisfied, and 1 have received but juft fufficient to fupport my abfolute 
Neceffities; and for this Reafon, many of the old Chieftains with their 
Troops, and ufeful Attendants of the Court, were forced to leave it; and now 
there is left only a few Foot and Horfe, for the Collection of the Revenues, 
and, fhould the Zemindars be refractory, there is not left a fufficient Num- 
ber to reduce them to Obedience of my Collectors. The late raifed Brigade 
at Futta Ghur, is not only quite ulelefs to my Government, but 1s morcover 
the Caufe of much Lofs, both in the Revenues and Cuftoms; the detached 
Bodies of Troops under other Kuropean Officers bring nothing but Con- 
fufion to the Affairs of Government, and are entirely their own Matters. 

‘In this diftreffed State of my Affairs, it is juft and requifire that Mr. 
Haftings, General Sir Eyre Coote, and the Supreme Council, fhould give 
me Relief. This Year I cannot poffibly provide for the new Brigade at 
Futta Ghur, the Corps of Horie, and other detached Bodies of Troops in ny 
Country. I hope you will confider well thefe Reprefentations, and explain 
them in a Manner you may judge proper to the Governor General and Su- 
preme Council.—On my Part, Country, Property, and L.ife, are devoted to 
the Will of the Honourable Company.—I hope you will therefore do Juttice 
to thefe my Complaints, and prevent my falling into Diftrets by not having 
wherewith to fupport the neceflary Lxpences of my Houfehold. For the Fx- 
pence of the Brigade at Caunpoor, and other Difburfements, I have given 
Tuncaws and Orders upon my Country; the Remainder of my Revenue, on 
* Account of the Drought, has fallen fo fhort, as not to be fufficient for ny 
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(4) Read from N° 7. of the Appendix to the Tenth Report of the Sele&t Committee appointed to 
take into Confideration the State of the Adminiftration of Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahai, 
and Orifla, &c.; which Number is intituled, “ Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, of 
** the 13th and 35th December 1779, relative to the Vizier.” 

© neceflare 
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« neceffary Expences, being deficient to the Amount of Fifteen (15) Lacks, 


€ 


C4 


and the above Provifion will bring upon me this Year very great Diftrefs.— 
What can I fay more ?’ 


[Then an Extraft from a Minute of the Governor General, entered in Confulta~ 
tions of 29th September 1783, was read (4); and is as follows; viz.] 


¢ It may afford a Triumph to Mr. Briftow, to have fuch a Proof of *¢ the 


‘ unprincely Style of the unhappy Afof ul Dowlah, oppofed to the dignified 
‘¢ Idea of infulted Sovereignty.” But if there is a Spark of generous Virtue 


€ 
€ 
« 
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in the Breafts of any of my Countrymen, who fhall be the Readers of this 
Compilation, this Letter fhall ftand for an Inftrument to awaken it to the 
Call of Vengeance againft fo flagitious an Abufe of Authority, and Reproach 
of the Englifh Name.’ 


[Then a Minute of the Governor General, and alfo Draft of a Letter therein 
mentioned, was read (@); and is as follows; viz. | 
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¢ Governor General.—I underftand the Sublftance of the Vizier’s Letter to be 
a peremptory Refufal to grant Affignments but for the Expence of the Re- 
gular Brigade ftationed at Cawnpore ; aDemand for the Recall or Reduction 
of the Troops ftationed at Rohilcund for his Service in that Diftrict, and his 
new-acquired Dominions in the Douab, and for the Difmiffion of the Corps 
eftablifhed in his own immediate Service, under the Command of Britifh 
Officers (viz. thofe feverally commanded by Major Hannay, Captain Of- 
borne, and the Body Guard under Captain Mordaunt) for the Purpofe 
of fubftituting additional Eftablifhments of Horfe and Foot, under his imme- 
diate Command, for the Service of the Revenues. Thefe Demands, the 
Tone in which they are afferted, and the Seafon in which they are made, are 
all equally alarming, and appear to me to require an adequate Degree of 
Firmnefs in this Board in Oppofition to them. Without further Comment, I 
fhall proceed to recommend the following Draft of a Letter to be written to 
Mr. Purling; which, if agreed to, may ferve as the Subftance of one to be 
written On the fame Subject to the Nabob. 


« Sir, 
© We have received your Letter of the 19th November, ftating the Objec- 
tions of the Nabob to the immediate Difcharge of the Sums due fiom his 
Government for the Expences of the current Year. The Principle on which 
thefe Objections are made, appears to us fo repugnant to the Nabob’s Engape- 
ments with the Company, and with the intimate Connections of his Interefts 
and theirs, that we cannot hefitate a Moment-to declare them totally inad- 
miffible ; and as we have no Doubt of the Nabob’s Ability to furnifh the 
Sums abfolutely neceffary for the Service of the Year, we require you to re- 
peat the Demand in Writing. ‘To give Weight and Efficacy to your Re- 
quifition, we have judged it expedient to advife him, formally by Letter, of 
your being authorized to make it; and that we expect his ready and 
chearful Acqutefcence init. In the prefent Circumftances of his Govern- 
ment and of ours, to difband any Part of the Troops that we maintain for his 
Service, 1s a Meafure no lefs improper for him to fuggeft, than it would be 
for us to adopt. He ftands engaged to our Government to maintain the 
Englifh Armies, which, at his own Requeft, have been formed for the Pro- 
tection of his Dominions ; and it is our Part, not-his, to judge and to deter- 
mine in what Manner, and at what Time, thele fhall be reduced or with- 
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(+) Read from a Paper, intituled, “* Extraé&t from Papers (in N* 2. Vol. III.) prefunted to the 


“ Houfe of Commons, on the 13th Day of March, from the 


‘aft India Company, and ordered to 


** be printed on the 16th of March 1786.” 


(@) Read from the fame Appendix (N° 7.) to the Tenth Report of the Select Committee, which is 


intituled, ** Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, of the 13th and 15th December 1779, 
*© relative to the Vizier.” 
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« drawn. But were it otherwife, this is not the Time to propofe it, when we 
« are threatened with external Dangers common to both, which require rather 
‘an Augmentation than a Diminution of the Means which we poffefs for re- 
‘ pelling them. That this gives us Caufe for the moft alarming Sufpicions, 
‘ fince he cannot be ignorant that the Mahrattas, our Enemies, and the an- 
tient Enemies of his Government and Family, are tn Arms, and a War una- 
‘ voidable. That at fuch a Juncturc, a Propofal for difbanding any Part of 
‘ his Forces, cannct fail to encourage them to attack his Dominions. That 
‘ the Advice of his Miniflers, who have inftigated him to make ir, will, we 
‘ perfuade ourfelves, appear to him as infidious as it is dangerous; and that 
‘ we hope he will difmifs them from his Service and Confidence, as unworthy 
< of both. 
© We are, &c. 
© Fort William, 
€ 13th Dec’ 1779.’ 


[Then an Extract from the 11th Report of the faid Select Committee, Pages 10 
and 11, was read; and is as follows ; viz.] 


«© When the Knife,” fays he, “ had penetrated to the Bone, and I was Appendix C. 
« furrounded with fuch heavy Diftreffes, that I could no longer live in D> Berea 
‘© Expectations, I wrote you an Account of my Difficulties, fp mdenee. 

«© The Anfwer which I have received to it is fuch, that it has given Yi") a 
« me inexpreffible Grief and Affliction. I never had the leaft Idea or Ex- November 1780. 
“© pectation, from you and the Council, that you would ever have given 
‘¢ your Orders in fo afflicting a Manner, in which you never before wrote, 
‘© and which I could not have imagined.—As I am refolved to obey your 
‘© Orders, and Directions of the Council, without any Delay, as Jong as | 
«« live, | have, agreeably to thofe Orders, delivered up all my private Pa- 
«© pers to him (the Refident) that when he fhall have examined my Re- 
“* ceipts and Expences, he may take whatever remains. As I know it to 
“ be my Duty to fatisfy you, the Company and Council, I have not failed 
“ to obey in any Inftance; but requefted of him, that it might be done, 
‘© fo as not to diftrefs me in my neceffary Expences, there being no other 
« Funds but thofe for the Expences of my Mutfeddies, Houfehold Fx- 
‘¢ pences, and Servants, &c. He demanded thefe in fuch a Manner, that, 
‘© being remedilefs, I was obliged to comply with what he required. He 
‘‘ has accordingly ftopped the Penfions of my old Servants for Thirty Years, 
‘¢ whether Sepoys, Mutfeddies, or Houfehold Servants, and the Expences of 
«| my Family and Kitchen; together with the Jaghires of my Grandmother, 
«© Mother, and Aunts, and of my Brothers and Dependants, which were for 
*¢ their Support. I had raifed 1300 Horfe and Three Battalions of Sepoys to 
‘¢ attend upon me; but, as [ have no Refources to fuppore them, I have been 
‘¢ obliged to remove the People ftationed in the Mahals [ Diftricts] and to fend 
« his People [the Refident’s People] into the Mahals, fo that 1 have not now 
«© one fingle Servant about me. Should I mention to what further Difficulties 
«¢ | have been reduced, it would lay me open to Contempt.” 

‘In other Parts of this long Remonftrance, as well as in other Remon- 
¢ ftrances no lefs ferious, he fays, ‘© That it is difficult for him to fave himfelf 
“ alive That in all his Affairs, Mr. Haftings had given full Powers to the 
‘¢ Gentlemen here [meaning the Englifh Refident and Affiftants} who have 
«¢ done whatever they chofe, and ftill continue to do it. I never expected that 
‘¢ you would have brought me into fuch Apprehention, and into fo weak a 
‘¢ State, without writing to me on any one of thofe Subjects, fince I have not 
s¢ the {malleft Connection with any Body except yourfelf. J am in fuch Dif- 
«© trefs both Day and Night, that I fee not the finalleft Profpect of Deliverance 
a ah it, fince you are (6 difpleafed with me as not to honour me with a fingle 
<¢ Letter.” 

¢ In another Remonftrance he thus expreffes himfelf:’ 

« The Affairs of this World are unftable, and foon pafs away—it would Appendix c. 
** therefore be incumbent on the Englifh Gentlemen to fhew fome Friendfhip ee 
*s for me in my Neceffities. I, who have always exerted my very Life in the 
“ Service of the Englith, affigned over to them all the Refources left in my 
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«¢ Country, topped my very Houfehold Expences, together with the Jaghires 
«© of my Servants and Dependants, to the Amount of 98,98,375 Rupees. Be- 
«¢ fides this, as to the Jaghires of my Grandmother, Mother, and Uncle, 
<* which were granted to them for their Support, agreeable to Engagements, 
“© you ate the Mafters; if the Council have fent Orders for the ttopping their 
‘© Jaghires alfo, ftop them, I have no Refources left in my Country, 
‘ and have no Friends by me, being even diftreffed in my daily Subfifténce. 
‘© IT have. fome Elephants, Horfes, and the Houfes which I inhabit; if they 
© can be of any Service to my Friends, they are ready. Whenever you can 
‘«¢ difcover any Refources, feize upon them, I fhall not interfere to prevent 
« you. Inmy prefent Diftrefs for mvy daily Expences, J was in Hopes that 
«© they would have excufed fome Part of my Debt. Of what Ufe is it for me 
‘ to relate my Situation, which is known to the whole World? this much 1s 
<¢ fufficient.” 
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'TThen the following Extracts from the Governor General's faid Minute, entered in 
Confultations of 29th September 1783, was read (); and is as follows ; viz. ] 


‘It made a Part of a general Injundtion, to treat the Nabob with every pof- 
‘ fible Delicacy, Conciliation, and Attention; and was written purely from 
‘ the Apprehenfion in the Deficiency of the public Funds not admitting the 
« full Payment of the Company’s juft Claim, and the Calls of his perfonal and 
« neceffary Wants ; and, may I add, without the Hazard of drawing on myfelf 
© a fevere Cenfure from fuch of my Conftituents as fhall think, that, in the 
© Time of their Diftreffes, my firft and exclufive Care fhould be given to their 
© Relief, than that of having authorized the Deprivation of an unhappy Prince, 
¢ whofe Alliance had fubjected him to a fervile Dependance on the Power of this 
¢ Government, that it was my Intention to preclude the Operation of fuch a Plea, 
« by directing that the Nabob’s perfonal Share of:hisown Finances fhould be fully 
« allotted to him, although the Company’s Debt remained wholly in Balance. 
‘ Let me be judged with Candour. Our Alliance has proved the Extinction 
‘ of his Sovereignty, and the Impoverifhment of his Country and Revenue ; 
« and it was but juft to allow him the Means of Subfiftence, if no more re- 
© mained of the Refources of his Inheritance. 


« 





‘ Such is the State to which the Company’s Influence has reduced One, and 
© the Firft of its Allies; and fuch the Example held out to other Princes of 
« India, who may be tempted to enfnare themfelves in the fame Connection.’ 


[Then another Extract from the fame Minute was read (@) ; and is as follows ; viz.] 


¢ This is not a Place, nor have I Room in it, to prove, what I fhall here 
content myfelf with affirming, that by a facred and undeviating Obfervance 
of every Principle of public Faith, the Britifh Dominion might have by 
this Time acquired the Means of its Extenfion, through a virtual Submif- 
fion to its Authority, to every Region of Indoftan and Decan. I am not 
fure that I fhould advife fuch a Defign, were it practicable, which at this 
Time it certainly is not; and I'very much fear that the limited Formation 
of fuch equal Alliances as might be ufeful to our prefent Condition, and 
conduce to its Improvement, is become liable to almoft unfurmountable 
Difficulties. Every Power in India muft with for the Support of ours, but 
they all dread the Conneétion. 

© The Subjection of Bengal, and the Deprivation of the Faniily of Jafher 
Ally Cawn, though an. Effect of inevitable Neceffity, the prefent Ufurp- 
ations of the Rights of the Nabob Wallar Jau in the Carnatic, and the 
‘ licentious Violations af the Treaty exifting between the Company and the 
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(-#-) Read from the oe before mentioned (in N*2. Vol. III.) prefented to the Houfe on the 3th 
of March 1786, and ordered to be printed on the 16th of March 1786, 
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¢ Nabob Nizam ul Dowla, though checked by the remedial Interpofition of 
this Government, ftand as terrible Precedents again{t us. The Effects of 
our Connections with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah had a rapid Tendency to 
the fame Confequences; and it has been my invariable Study to prevent it, 
by the Removal or Reftriétion of every Authority or Influence, derived from 
our Government, which interfered with his, and by the Promife of whatever 
Means I might poffefs for withdrawing that Interpofition of it, in the inter- 
nal Management of his, Affairs, which we exercifed in the Affignments made 
of Portions of his Revenue for the Payment of the Company’s Debts, when- 
ever he fhould either have difcharged them, or could afford a Security for their 
Payment. It is not ynknown to the Members of the Board, who compofed 
it in the Beginning of the Year 1781, how much it was my Wifh, even then, 
to return on anew Commiffion to the Refidence of the Nabob of Oude, 
provided I could be entrufted wits Powers to make fuch an Accommodation, 
for his Finances were daily diminifhing. The Prefence of the Reprefenta- 
tive of our Government enfeebled that of the Nubob in its executive Acts, 
and all the Provinces of his Dominions were gradually finking into Decline, 
the Reproach of which, even from our own Countrymen, was caft upon our 
Government as the Caufe of it.’ 
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Then the following Extra from Major Scott’s Evidence, taken before the faid 
Seleé&t Committee, refpecting the Vizier’s Conduct to the Begums, and the Con- 
federacy of the Indian States, was read (+); and is as follows ; viz. ] 


‘Being afked, Whether it was not generally underftood, that the Officers 
in the Vizier’s Service, and particularly the Commanding Officer in Oude, 
and ather dependant Provinces, enjoyed Advantages befides thofe which 
arofe from their Military Command? he faid, Yes; and great Intereft was 
made-by all Officers to get upon the Vizier’s Eftablifhment, as it was called.— 
Being afked, In what thofe Advantages confifted ? he faid, In extra Allow- 
ances from the Vizier; and, as it has been generally faid and believed, but 
that he could not {peak it of his awn Knowledge, in having a Concern in 
the Calleétion of the Revenues; and he thinks the Vizier himfelf has ftated 
it ie a great Grievance, and a Reafon why he wifhed to have thofe Officers 
recalled.’ 
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[Then the following Extract from the Governor General’s Narrative of the Tranf- 
actions at Benares, was read (4); and is as follows; viz.] 


‘ 1ft. The Introduction to the Agreement contains Reafons in Support 
© of this Article which are incontrovermble. The Vizier declares, that he is 
‘ abfolutely unable to defray the Expence of thefe Troops. This Plea alone, 
« if the Faét be admitted, witl be allowed to be conclufive. But the Vizier 
‘ urges our additional Claim‘to this Indulgence, and to every other in the 
‘ Power of our Government to fhew him, from the Fidelity and Attachment 
" , which he has unvwariably mamifefted to the Company, and which was remark- 
‘© ably exemplified an. the late. alarming Conjuntture, when every Art was em- 
“ ployed to fhake his Conftancy, and to engage him in Meafures which would 
* lave been productive of the moft fatal Confequences. 
‘ Thefe Arguments, ‘though confined to the Rights and Interefts of the Na- 
bob, will be allowed a complete Juftification of this Engagement ; but I have 
, ‘ others to offer in Siipport ‘of it, affecting with equal Force the Interefts and 
« Security of the Company. To-whatever Caufes it may be attributed, it is 
‘ certain, that we do not reap thofe Advantages which we promifed ourfelves, 
i % ¢ and which we at firft desived from the Inftitution of the temporary Brigade. 
/ . © The actual Difburfements of it Rave fallen upon our own Funds; and we 
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© fupport a Body of Troaps, eftablithed folely for the Defence of the Nabob’s 
© PoffeMions, at our own Expence. Jc is true, that we charge the Nabob with 
© this Expence; but the Jarge Balance already due from him, fhews too juftly 
« the little Profpect there was of difengaging ourfelves from a Burthen which 
« was daily adding to our Diftreffes, and muft foon become infiupportable, 
‘ although it were granted that the Nabob’s Debt, thus fuffered to accumu- 
* late, might, at fome future Period, be liquidated. Qur immediate Wanrs 
€ are too preffing, and our Means of fupplying them too limited, to admit 
© of fuch a Drain from our Funds as is caufed by the current Difburfements 
¢ of the temporary Brigade, and their Recall, on that Ground alone, would be 
‘ indifpenfable. In fhort, the Exiftence of this Corps added confiderably to a 
¢ Debt which might never be realized, and intolerably to our current Ex- 
‘ pences. The Diffolution of it, in an ceconomical Light, will advance 
‘ One great Cbjecét of my Journey, which was to obtain initant Relief to our 
¢ pecuniary Diftreffes; which this Meafure will fubftantially effect, as foon as 
« the Reduction of the Corps withdrawn from the Stations of Futty Gur and 
© Daranaghur takes Place. 

« Should the Nabob find his own Strength unequal to the Defence of his 
‘ remote Domions, and again require our Aid for that Purpofe, we fhall have 
‘ a Right to prefcribe our own Terms, and may fecure the certain and regu- 
‘ lar Payment of the Troops, inftead of receiving a fallacious Credit, and 
* making the actual Expenditure our own. 

‘ Notwithftanding the great Benefit which the Company would have derived 
© from fuch an Augmentation to their Military Force as thefe Troops confti- 
‘ cuted, ready to aét on any Emergency, prepared and difciplined without 
‘ any Charge on the Company, as the Inftitution profeffed, until thejr actual 
* Services fhould be required, I have obferved fome Evils growing out of this 
¢ Syftem, which, in my Opinion, more than counterbalanced thofe Advan- 
« tages, had thefe been realized in their fulleft Effect. The remote Stations 
< of thofe Troops placing the Commanding Officers beyond the Notice and 
« Controut of the Board, afforded too much Opportunity and Temptation for 
* unwarrantable Fmoluments, and excited the Contagion of Peculation and 
« Rapacity throughout the whole Army. A moft remarkable and incontro- 
* vertible Proof of the Prevalence of this Spirit, has been feen in the Court 
© Martial upon Captain Erfkine ; where the Court, compofed of Officers of 
© Rank and 1efpectable Characters, unanimoufly and honourably «« moft ho- 
« nourably,” acquitted him, upon an acknowleded Fact, which, in Times of 
* ftricter Difcipline, would have been deemed a Crime deferving the feverett 
¢ Punifhment. 

© In a political View, the Removal of thefe Stations will be of important 
‘ Advantage, by contracting our Frontier, and adding to our interior Se- 
“ curity and Defence. 

‘ Trequeft thac the Board will take thefe Arguments into their ferious 
* Confideration ; and, if they are pleafed to allow them that Weight which they 
‘ had in actuating my Conduét, that they will confult the Commander in 
« Chief upon the Reduction and Diftribution to be made of the Corps iff 
“ Queftion, that they may not remain an unneceffary Burthen upon our 
« Funds ; and upon fuch a Difpofition of the Army in general, as may be fuit- 
‘ able co our prefent and future Situation, in every probable Variation of it, 
© both foreign and domeftic. 

¢ With refpeét to the Removal of the: Company's Servants, Civil and Mi- 
‘ litary, from the Court and Service of the Vizier, I was actuated folely by 
‘ Motives of Juftice to him, and a Regard to the Honour of our National 
‘ Character, In removing thofe Gentlemen, I diminifh my own Influence, as 
« well as that of my Colleagues, by narrowing the Line of Patronage; and [ 
‘ expofe myfelf to Obloquy and Refentmegt from thofe who are immedi- 
« ately affected by the Arrangement, and the long Train of their Friends and 
‘ powerful Patrons. But their Numbers, their Influence, and the enormous 
« Amount of their Salaries, Penfions, and Emoluments, were an inggterable 
¢ Burthen on the Revenues and Authority of the Vizier, and expofed us to the 
‘ Envy and Refentment of the whole Country, by excluding the native Ser- 
‘ — Adherents of the Vizier from the Rewardssof their Seryices and 
‘ Acta a 
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[Then the following Extracts from the Governor General’s Minute, entered in 
Bengal Public Confultations of 22d May 1780, were read (%); and are as fol- 


lows; viz.] 


* The Nabob Miezufta Jung, of Furruckabad, having preferred frequent 
* Complaints to this Government of the Hardfhips and Indignities to which he 
* is fubjeét, by the Condué of the Sizawaul ftationed in his Country for the 
* Purpofe of receiving the Annual Tribute, which he is bound by Treaty to 
¢ pay to the Soubah of Oude; [ am extremely defirous, as well from Motives 
© of common Juftice, as due Regard to the Rank and Situation which that 
‘ Chief holds among the Princes of Hindoftan, that fome Means may be 
‘ devifed of affording him Relief, but without withdrawing that local Inter- 
¢ ference in his Affairs which I underftand to be indifpenfably neceffary for the 
* realizing the Vizier’s juft Claims upon him. 





© That the Country of Furruckabad is become almoft an entire Wafte, 
© without Cultivation or Inhabitants; that the Capital, which but a very fhore 
« Time ago was diftinguifhed as one of the moft populous and opulent com- 
« mercial Cities in Hindoltan, at prefent exhibits nothing but Scenes of the 
“« moft wretched Poverty, Defolation, and Mifery ; and that the Nabob him- 
« felf, though in the Pofleffion of a Tract of Country which, with only coin- 
‘ mon Care, is notorioufly capable of yielding an Annual Revenue Of between 
© Thirty and Forty Lacks, with no military Ettablifhment to maintain, {carcely 
* commands the Means of a bare Subfiftence. Should my Sentiments and 
© Withes on this Subject accord with thofe of the other Members of the 
© Board, [ move that One of our Civil Servants be forthwith appointed Col- 
« le&tor of the Vizier’s Affignment to the Company on the Nabob of Furruck- 
“ abad, with the fame Allowances and the fame Powers as may have been 
‘ piven to the native Sizawaul; and that he be ordered to proceed with all 
¢ poffible Expedition to Lucknow, where he will be invefted by the Refideat 
¢ with the Charge of that Office, and receive from him the neceffary Inftruc- 
© tions for his Condué in the Difcharge of it.’ 


[Then the folowing Extracts of a Letter from Mr. Willis to the Honourable John 
Macpherfon, Governor General, entered in Bengal Secret Confultations of 28th 
June 1785, was read () ; and is as follows; viz.] 


‘J will now, Honourable Sir, acquaint you with the State of the Dif- 
tricts {till dependant on the Nabob Muzuffer Jung; a Knowledge af which 
will clearly evince, that without a Reftoration of the Whole, or a Part of 
the Country claimed by the Nabob, or without there be a Remiffion of rhe 
Tribute to the Vizier, neither Cavalry nor Infantry can be maintained. The 
Situation of the Nabob and his Country is more diftrefsful than ‘when he ad- 
drefled himfelf for Relief in 1783; and I am forry to fay that my Appoint- 
ment at Furruckabad has been of no Advantage. In Juftification of myfelf, 
I think it neceffary to acquaint you, that by a Letter (N° 4) from the Go- 
vernor General, when at Lucknow, ] was prohibited from interfering in the 
executive Management, and by a fubfequent Order I was made liable to 
Difmiffion by his Excellency the Vizier. This at once precluded the Poffi- 
bility of my Appointment being beneficial to the Country. 

© By the daft Treaty, which the Vizier compelled the Nabob to ratify during 
his Minority, the Sum of Four Lacks and a Half is fixed as Tribute or 
Subfidy, and this to be paid ffom the unfequeftered Purgunnahs. Thefe 
originally yielded about 12 Lacks of Revenue, but have fince, yearly, been 
lefs and lefs productive. In the prefent Year itis not probable there will be 
above Five Lacks; from which is to be deducted the Expence of collecting. 
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(-#) Read from Paper, intituled, ‘‘ Extracts from Papers (in N* 5) prefented to the Houfe of Com- 
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© The Tribute therefore cannot be fully paid, ner will there be any Thing for the 
Subfiftence of the Nabob and Family. Since my Refidence at Furruckabad 
the Tribute has been increafed to Five Lacks (though, from the Calamity of 
the Famine and other Caufes, the Country was not equal to the defraying the 
previoufly fixed Demands), Almas Ally has taken the Purgunnah of Ma- 
rara at a very inadequate Rent, and his Aumils have feized many ad- 
jacent Villages. The Purgunnahs of Cocutmow and Souje are conftantly 
plundered by his People; the Collection of the Gauts near Futty Ghur have 
been feized by the Vizier’s Cutwal, and the Zemindars in Four Purgunnahs 
are fo refractory as to have fortified themfelves in their Gurries, and to refufe 
all Payments of Revenue. This is the State of the Purgunnahs ; and Fur- 
ruckabad, which was once the Seat of great Opulence and Trade, is now 
daily deferted by its Inhabitants ; its Walls mouldering away; without Police, 
without Protection, expofed to the Depredations of a Banditti of 2 or 300 
Robbers, who, Night after Night, enter it for Plunder, murdering all who 
oppofe them. The Ruin that has overtaken this Country is not to be won- 
dered at, when it be confidered that there has been no State, no ftable Go- 
vernment for many Years. There has been the Nabob Vizier’s Authority, 
his Minifter’s, the Refident’s at Lucknow, the Sezawall’s, the Camp Autho- 
rity, the Nabob Muzuffer Jung’s, and that of 20 Dewans or Advifers. No 
Authority fufficiently predominant to eftablifh any Regulations for the 
Bencfit of the Country, whilft each Authority has been exerted, as Oppor- 
tunity offered, for temporary Purpofes. 

¢ Such being the prefent deplorable State of Furruckabad and its Diftridts, 
in the enfuing Year it will be in vain to look for Revenue, if fome Regula- 
tions equal to the Exigency be not adopted. The whole Country will be di- 
vided betw en the neighbouring powerful Aumils, the refractory Zemindars, 
and Banditti of Robbers ; and the Patans, who might be made ufeful Sub- 
jects, will fly from the Scene of Anarchy, The Crifis appears now come, that 
either fome Plan of Government fhould be refolved on, fo as to form faith- 
ful Subjects on the Frontier, or the Country be given up to its Fate; and 
if it be abandoned, there can be little Doubt but that the Mahrattas will 
gladly feize on a Station fo favourable to Incurfions into the Vizier’s )o- 
minions, will attach to their Intereft the Hindoo Zemindars, and poffets 
themfelves of Forts, which, with little Expence, being made formidable, 


would give Employment perhaps to the Whole of our Force, fhould it be 
ever neceffary to recover them,’ 
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MAJOR BALFOUR called in, and examined. 


How long was you in the Service of the Eaft India Company ? 
Upwards of Twenty Years. 


Did you ferve under Colonel Champion, in the Rohilla Campaign ? 
T did. 


Do you conceive that the Rohilla War was carried on with extraordinary Circum- 
ftances of Cruelty ? 


I do not, by any Means. 


Were Reports {pread in the Englifh Camp, that Sujab Dowlah had committed feveral 
Acts of Cruelty during that War? 

There were Reports fpread ; but I afterwards underftood that there were no good 
Foundation for them.—One notorious Circumftance was reported, that he had ravifhed 
a Woman of Rank, and that the had ftabbed him, and afterwards ftabbed herfelf—that was 
very generally believed.—I had afterwards an Opportunity, by refiding a long Time in the 
Country, to know that it was an abfolute Untruth. 


Were many Town: or Villages deftroyed during the Campaign ? 
On the Army’s firft entering the Country, there were feveral Villages deftroyed; but 
after our Engagement with the Rohilla Army, which happened Eight Days after our 


entering the Country, I did not know of any Villages being deftroyed, nor of any Towns 
at all being deftroyed. 


Were the Inhabitants of the Country, the Hufbandmen and Mechanics, prevented 
from following their Ogcupations by the War, or were they difturbed in their Poffeffions? 
| On 


| 


[ 5: ] 


On our firft entering the Country, the Inhabitants fled on all Sides; but after the 
Action with the Rohillas, in which Hafiz Rhamet was killed, and the Rohilla Army 
defeated, J underftood that the Vizier fent out his own Aumils to protect the Inhabitants, 
and encourage them in their peaceable Occupations. 


Was you at Lall Dang when the Treaty with Fyzoola Cawn was concluded ? 
I was, 


What Number of Rohillas, do you think, werc ordered to crofs the Ganges in Confe- 
quence of that Treaty ? 


All thofe who did not accompany Fyzoola Cawn to Rampoor were ordered to crofs the 
Ganges. 


What Number do you conceive they were who croffed the Ganges ? 
I imagine, with Men, Women, and Children, upwards of Forty thoufand. 


How many of thofe were Men in Arms? 


I conceive Half of that Number were Men in Arms.—-Many of the Women and Chil- 
dren belonging to thofe Men had been fent acrofs the Ganges before that Time. 


Did you march back through the Rohilla Country after the Treaty of Lall Dang ? 


I did; I firft accompanied Fyzoola Cawn to his Capital—I remained with him there for 
about Six Weeks, till he was eftablifhed in his Jaghire. 


When you marched back to Oude, at the End of thofe Six Weeks, what was the State 
of the Cultivation of Rohilcund at that Time? 

It was very much the fame as at the Time when we entered it, which was about Fight 
Months before—The Conqueft of the Country might occafion a temporary Interruption 


to the Cultivation of Lands; but the Ryots were returning to the Villages, and Things 
were going on as formerly. 


Was you in Oude when Sujah Dowlah died ? 
No—I left it a Month before he died. 


When did you command in Rohilcund ? 
I got the Command there in March 1778, and commanded there until April 1781, 


Was Barelli your Head Quarters at that Time? 
Tt was, 


What was the State of Hafiz Rhamet’s Family when you commanded in Rohilcund ? 

Such of them as refided there ({ cannot be certain how many of then) had Houfes and 
Gardens allowed them, fuch as they chofe, and they were indulged with renting fuch 
Lands (fmall Villages) as they wifhed to have for their own immediate Convenience, for 
fupplying their Neceffaries, at a lower Rent than what other Lands were ufually let for ; 
and it was my particular Inftructions from the Refident at the Vizier’s Court, to treat them 


with every Refpect and Attention, and to fee that the fame was fhewn to them by 
others. 


Were they under Confinement during any Part of 1780? 
Never in Confinement, during any Part of the Time that ] commanded in Rohilcuna. - 


Are the principal Towns in Rohilcund in Ruins ? 


Not the Towns—Many of the Refidencies of the Rohilla Chiefs, from being uninhabited 


(by their Expulfion from the Country) were going to Ruin, but I confine this entirely to 
their Palaces. 


Were not feveral magnificent Buildings and Mofques deftroyed, in feveral Towns in 
Rohilcund, by the Mahratta Invafions ? 

Many ; being of a different Religion, they made a Point of deftroying the Mofques and 
Places of Mahomedan Worfhip.—There was One very remarkable Mofque at Nudjim- 
abad, the Burial Place of Nudjim-ul-Dowlah, Part of which had been inlaid with 
Silver, and otherways richly ornamented, which was ftripped of the Silver and otherways 


entirely defaced by the Mahrattas ; and feveral other Towns, in that Part of the Country, 
were deftroyed in the fame Manner. 


Do you recolleé& to have heard that Lieutenant Colonel Hannay was re-appointed to 
the Command of Goruckpoor by the Influence of Mr. Flaftings with the Vizier? 

I never did. Onthe contrary, Colonel Hannay told me himfelf, that he owed his Ap- 
pointment to General Sir Myre Coote. I recollect he fhewed me a Copy of a Letter he 
had written to Sir Eyre Coote, complaining of a Battalion of Sepoys being withdrawn 
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fiom the Service (which was tmployed uader his Command in that Country)—urges as a 
Reafon for troubling Sir Eyre Coote, that, having obtained the Charge of the Country 
through his Means, he eonfidered the General’s Credit concerned in his faithfully exe- 
cuting the Engagement he had entered into with the Nabob, and trufted to his Support 
to enable him (Colonel Hannay) to perform them.—That Letter was written in Septem- 


ber 1780. 

Was you in the Province of Benares during the Infurre€tion of Cheyt Sing? 

I went with my Regiment from the 2d Brigade at Cawnpore, and joined Mr, Haftings 
at Chunar, whilft he was there; and I was employed, during the refit of the Campaign, 
againft Cheyc Sing. 

Was you employed by Mr. Haftings to take Poffeffion of the City of Benares, after the 


Retreat of Cheyt Sing? 

I was employed to take Poffeffion of Ramnagur, Cheyt Sing’s Palace, oppofite to Be- 
nares ; and, the Day after my Arrival at Ramnagur, finding that Cheyt Sing’s Ttoops had 
abandoned Besares, 4 fent over 2 Detachment and took Poffeffion of it, of which I imme- 


diately advifed the Governor General, and he approved of my having done fo. 


What Orders Gid you receive from Mr. Haftings, relative to your Treatment of the In- 


habitants at Benares? : 
I received Orders from Mr. Haftings to fend People into the City of Benares, to endea- 


vour to relieve their Minds from any Apprehenfions they might be under, telling them, 
that he was coming there immediately himfelf, and to affure them of every Prote¢tion and 
Isncouragement he could afford them. I afterwards received Mr. Haftings’s Thanks for 
the Attention IJ had paid to his Orders, and for the Care I had taken for preventing the 
Inhabitants from being plundered or molefted. 


‘Do you recolleét any Order having been iffued for the burning of a Village in the Pro- 
‘vince of Benares, where fome ef our wounded Sepoys had been faid to have been 


killed ? 
I do not recollect any Order being iffued for it—I believe the Village was burnt. The 


Europeans who were killed belonged to the Detachment I came down with from 
Cawnpore. 

Was it a confiderable Village in point of Size and Number of Inhabitants ? 

It was a confiderable Village.—I cannot fpeak as to the Number of the Inhabitants.— 
‘When we pafied threugh it, on our March down the Country, the Inabitants fled from 
us ; they were all in the Intereft of Cheyt Sing.—We encamped there.—The Inhabitants 
had left the Town, and we placed Guards in every Part of the Village, to prevent any 
Thing being touched. The next Morning, when we marched, Three or Four Europeans 
were unfortunately left there, and the Inhabitants returned and murdered them. 


When was you laft in the Province of Benares ? 

In February 1782, foon after Cheyt Sing was drove out of the Country. 

Can you ftate to the Committee, what Time Colonel Hannay was firft appotated to the 
Command at Goruckpoor and Baraich? 

In January 1778 he was appointed Commander of the Troops there. 

To you know or have you heard what was the State and Condition of thofe Diftricts, 


previous to Colanel Mannay’s Appointment ? 
I have underftood (I never was in the Country myfelf) that they were poffeffed by Inde- 


pendant Zemindars, who were always refractory, and never paid any Revenues but what 
they were compelled to pay by Miltary Force. 

Can you ftate to the Committee the Annual Amount of the Revenues of the Dittricts, 
previous to Colonel Hannay’s Appointment, for any Length of Time ? 

1 cannot—I never heard. . 

Do you know what Revenue the Diftri&ts produced, during the Time Colonel Hannay 
commanded there ? 

I do not. 

Can you ftate what they J.ave produced fince Colonel Hannay’s Removal from the Com- 


mand ? 
I cannot ftate what they have produced, but J have heard they were in great Confufion, 


and produced but little. 


li W as 


C 53 ] 
Was you perfonally acquainted with the late Colonel Hannay? 


Intimately fo—I became acquainted with him in the Beginning of 1767, and the 
ftricteft Intimacy fubfifted between us from that Time till the Hour of his Death. 


What was Colonel Hannay’s general Character in the Service ? 

He was efteemed a brave active Officer; his private Character was remarkably amiable, his 
Friendfhip and Acquaintance was courted by the moft amiable People in the Country, and 
he was beloved and refpected by all who knew him. 


Had Colonel Hannay the Reputation of being avaricious, cruel, or rapacious ? 
Never, to my Knowledge—quite the contrary. 


Have you ever heard or underftood that the late Colonel Hannay was at any Time 
, accufed of the groffeft Peculation in India? 
I never heard it. 


Do you include the Women and Children, that went before the main Body of the Ro- 
hillas, in the Number of Forty thoufand, which you faid croffed the Ganges ? 

No—there went fome over before to Gofs Gunge, the Country of Zabita Cawn, another 
Rohilla Chief, divided from Rohilcund by the Ganges only. 


What Number do you fuppofe the Women and Children, who went before the main 
Body, to have amounted to ? 
I cannot fay exactly, I fhould imagine about 20,000. 


What Number of Rohillas appeared in Arms before the Battle ? 
We underftand there were above Forty thoufand Men in Arms. 


How many were fuppofed to fall in the Battle of the Rohillas ? 
Between Two and Three thoufand, 


Were other Chiefs known to be coming with Reinforcements to Hafiz Rhamet, who did 
not actually join him? 
I heard of none that were coming to join him. 


What Opinion do the Natives of India, among whom you have refided, entertain of 
Mr. Haftings’s Humanity, good Faith, and Tendernefs towards the People of Indoftan ? 

A very favourable Opinion of him; thofe that I have converfed with, who had had an 
Opportunity of feeing him, were very much attached to him. 


As far as has come to your Knowledge, what Idea have the Princes and the People of 
India of Mr. Haftings’s Government, whether wife, able, and meritorious, or otherwife ? 

J never had an Opportunity of knowing the Opinion of the Princes of the Country, with 
refpect to Mr. Hatltings’s Government: The Nabob’s Minifters, and other People of 
Rank whom I have converfed with, with the Nabob’s Brother Sadut Ali, had a great Opi- 
nion of Mr. Haftings’s Conduct, and a Reliance upon his Faith. 


Have you ever heard when the Rohillas firft became poffeffed of the Country called Ro- 
hilcund ° 
I cannot fay exactly as to the Ycar, but it was between 1740 and 1745, I believe. 


Were the Rohillas Cultivators of the Soil or Manufaéturers, or were they only poffeffed 
of the Civil and Military Power? 

They were only poffeffed of the Civil and Military Power ; the Cultivators of the Soil 
were the original Inhabitants of the Country—Hindoos.—-The Rohillas are Muffulmen. 


Was it not generally underftood, that the Rohillas, who croffed the Ganges, immediately 
folicited Protection under Zabita Cawn ? 

It was generally underftood that they did—I know they did.—Many after that returned to 
Rohilcund, and lived there unmoletted. 


Do you believe that any Rohillas were put to Death, except thofe who fell in Battle ? 

I never heard of one—I believe there were none. When I was formerly afked my Opi- 
nion, whether there was any Cruelty or Barbarity in the War that was carrying on?—the 
Prifoners and People, during the Time of carrying on the War, undoubtedly fuffered great 
Hardfhips, but not greater than what is ufually the Cafe, in Wars carried on by the Native 
Powers in that Country. 





Are not the Rohillas a particular Clan or Tribe, feparate from the other Muffulmen in 
Indoftan ? 


They are a particular Clan, and not held in the fame Eftimation that other Muffulmen 


are, 
[Q] Were 
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Were thofe Forty thoufand Soldiers, before the Battle, all Rohillas, or were they in the 
Habit of enlifting any Military Adventurers who offered themfelves ? 

They were in the Habit of enlifting any Adventurers that offered, when they made 
War ; but on this Occafion, except a very few Patans from the Diftri€t of Furruckabad, I 
believe they were all Rohillas. : 


Do you know what Proportion of the Sixty thoufand Rohillas fettled with Fyzoola 


Cawn? 
About Five thoufand of them. 


. Did you fee any Signs of Military Preparations at Benares, or in the Neighbourhood, by 
heyt Sing ? 

The Day before the Troops reached Chunar, there was a Body of between 2 and 3,000 
Men, Horfe and Foot, encamped on our Road to Chunar. I marched to attack them, but 
they retired before J got to the Place.—I afterwards faw great Preparations at Pateeta, a 
Fort of the Rajah’s. At that Place they attacked us, and we were obliged to reduce it 
regularly by carrying battering Cannon againft it. I afterwards went to Lutteefpoor, where 
the Rajah had been encamped himfelf, and where there was an Appearance of a very large 
Body of Troops having been, but they had fled before I reached it : Our Troops were af- 
terwards at Bidjeygur, which Place ftood out a Siege of Six Weeks; and in it we found a 
great Quantity of Ammunition of all Kinds, and a great Quantity of Grain, fufficient for 
the Garrifon for Three or Four Years. 


From all Appearance, have you Reafon to believe that Cheyt Sing was meditating In- 
furrections at the Time Mr. Haflings vifited Benares? _ 

I'xccpting from the Fortrefs of Bidjeygur, I could not judge from any other Appearances 
that he was. 

Was it the Opinion of the Country, that the Begums of Oude afforded Affiftance to 


Cheyt Sing after his Infurreétion ? 
I cannot fpeak as to the Opinion of the Country; it was generally beheved by thofe 


whom I converfed with, 


Was Cheyt Sing confidered by the Inhabitants of Benares as a great Zemindar depen- 
dant on Bengal, or as an independant Prince? 

By the People of the Country, he was confidered as a Dependant on Bengal—it wa 
perfectly known.—I was in his Country a long Time. ‘y 


What was the Effec& produced upon the People at Benares, by fending Peaple to them 
for the Purpofe of quieting their Fears, and of informing them that Mr, Haftings himfelf 
would foon come among them ? 

I publifhed it by a public Crier, and it feemed to give great Satisfaction to the Inha- 
bitants, and they remained quiet in their Houfes.—And the ‘own of Ramnagur, where the 
Rajah’s Palace is, is alfo very large ; the Inhabitants had fled from it entirely the Firft Day 
J arrived there, I remained there about Six Days, and in that Time the greateft Part of 


them had returned. 


Did Mr. Haftings perform his Promife, by going foon to Benare¢s? 
He did—he arrived there Three Days after he wrote me the Letter. 


lJow was he received, and what Effect had his Arrival there ? ae 

I was only there Two Days after his Arrival—great Numbers of the principal Inha- 
bitants came to wait on him immediately; and he treated them with great Kindnefs, and 
difmiffed them with Affurances of Protection, in my Prefence. What happened afterwards 
I cannot fay. 

Did the People of Benares appear to be fatisfied with the Affurances given thera ‘by 
Mr. Haftings? 

Thofe that I faw, very much fo. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


4. To report a Progrefs, &c, 


Fouis, 11° die May 1786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Huaftings, F-fepatre, 
Jate Governor General of Bengal. 
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| Martis, 16° die Maij 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanora, prefented to the 
Houle againft —— 7 Efguire, late Goverhot Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


- Tou the State of the Casa af Benarts, ond the Proceedings there. 
M4708 GAR D NER oiled in, aid examined. 


How tong, and 7 in what Cepacitys have you. velided is in the Ealt Tndies?. ls 
Seventeen Years, as an Officer in the Army, 


Of what Rank? 
A Major ;—that was my laft Rank. 


In what Part of India did you ferve for the tat Years? 
At Chunargaur. 


How far is that from the _ of Benares 
About Fifteen Miles. 


Have you had frequent Opportinities of being acquainted with the State of the Ze- 
gia ced of Benares; and for what Number of Years? 
| I refided i in that Country: and Neighbourhood for about Tes Years; I went wv about 
a77 Bo. and ‘remained moftly there till the latter End of the Year 1783. I had the famc 
Opportunities of knowing | the State of thé Country that every Refident had. 


ba In ny State was that Country, with. ragard to Culture and Population, when you firlt 
new it 
oft was the higheft cultivated Cony Thad ever feen, — 


‘Did: se cdhtinue fo? | | | 
“Ye did, for the greatett Part of the Time, until the Ditturbances at Benares ; immediately 
after which Time it was not fo well cultivated as before. 


Did it continve in that flourifhing and profperous State to the Month of Auguft 1781? 
a = Difturbances happened 3 in 1781, and until thag Time it did, 


(8) . | oo Had 
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Had yoy any Reafon to think that Property was well or ill protected in that Province ? 
I had"fo Reafon to think but'that it was well protected ; I know but few Inftances to 


the contrary. 


Were the People attached to their native Government ? 
It had every Appearance that they were fo. 


Were they rebellious or difcontented? : 
J do not know that they were. i 
Have you made frequent Excurfions into that Country, and been often at the City of 


Benares ? : 
I have been often hunting and fhooting in that Country, and I have been often at the 


City of Benares. 
‘ 

Have other Englifh Officers been often in the fame Circumitances ? 

Several. 

Have you, or to your Knowledge have they, been often infulted, or fuffered any Vio- 
lence, in fuch Excurfions in that Country, or in your or their Vifits to Benares? 

I do not recollect any Inftance. 

Was you perfonally acquainted with the Rajah Cheyt Sing? 

I have often been in his Company in his Houfe, and often walked with him in his Gar- 
dens, 

Had you any Opportunity of remarking, whether Cheyt Sing was of a viclent and enter- 
prizing Difpofition ? 

It did not appear to me that hé was fo. © 

What was his Difpofition, as far as you knew it? 

As far as 1 knew him, he was a gentle and polite man. 

Were other Englifh Gentlemen received in his Haufe and Gardens as you was? 

His Garden, I believe, was open to any Englifh Gentleman that came there; his 
TToufe was only open to a few who had the Opportunity of being introduced to him. 

Did you remark that the City of Benares was infefted by Robbers and Murderers, tn 
a greater Degree than other Cities you had feen in India? 

Not to my Knowledge. 

Had you obferved, previous to. Auguft 1781, any Thing in the Condu& of the Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, which indicated a Difpofition to fubvert the Authority of the Eaft India Com- 
pany, and to erect his own Independency on their Ruin? 

It did not come to my Knowledge that he had. 

Were you informed that he was collecting or preparing every Provifion for an open 
Revolt? = 

I was not. ; 

Did any of the other Officers of the Garrifon at Chunar exprefs any Apprehenfions of 
fuch an Intention in the Rajah? 

I do not know that they did. 


Of what Age was the Rajah of Benares of in 1781? 
I believe he was about Twenty-fix or Twenty-feven Years old. a 
What was the Opinion in Penares of Mr. Haftings’s Intention in vifiting Benares in 


1781, before his actual Arrival there? 
I believe the general a there was, that he would make a very fhort Stay at Be- 


nares, and pafs on to Lucknow. yy 
Was you at Benares when Mr. Haftings arrived there ? 
I was. 
Was there any Thing in Appearances that indicated a Defign to attack Mr. Haftings 


upon his Road to that Place ? 
It did not appear to me that there was. 


Did you hear any Expreffion, amongft thofe who attended Mr, Haftings, of any fuch 


Defign being entertained by the Rajah? 
J heard of no Sufpicion whatever. 


mr} 
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‘Was you at Benares the Day.on which Mr. Flaftings ordered Cheyt Sing to be arrefted ? 


I was. 

Do you recolie& any Circumftances relative to that Event ? 

That is fo general a Queftion, that I do not know how to reply to it. 

Where was the Rajah when he was arrefted ? 

He was at Shewalla Gaut, on the Banks of the Gangese=I underftood fo, but I do not 
know for a Certainty, for I was not there. 


Have you ever feen Shewalla Gaut ? 
Frequently. . 


Is it a Palace or a Houfe of Pleafure ? 
{t is nota Palace or a Dwelling Houfe— it isa Place he ufed to reft ag when he went over 


to Benares—it was an open Houfe with a walled Court round it. 


a 


Where was his Palace ? 
At Ramnagur, on the oppofite Side of the Ganges. 


What Effect did the Arreft of the Rajah appear to have on the Minds of the People ? 

We were a Mile and a Half from where he was, and could not tell immediately what the 
Effect was. We heard that the Guard who were fent to be placed over him were moftly 
cut to Pieces, and Three European Officers who commanded them killed. 

Is it your Opinion, from the beft Account you could collect, and the beft Obfervations 
you could make, whether this was the Effect of a fudden Affray, or a premeditated Defign to 


commence Hoftilities ? 
In my Opiniog it was an [afurrection of his People, in confequence of his being put un- 


der an Arreft. | 

if the Rajah had entertained a premeditated Defign to cut off Mr. Haftings, and the Eng- 
dith with him, would it have been in his Power fo to do after that Event ? 

Moft undoybtedly—we were fully in his Power. 

Was you with Mr. Haftings at the Time? 

I was fitting at Dinner with Mr. Haftings at the Time the News was brought, that the 
Guards and Officers were cut off. 

Had Mr. Haftings expreffed any Apprehenfions of a Defign upon him before that 


Event? 
Not that came to my Knowledge. 


Were any Difpofitions of the Military made to provide againft the Execution of fuch a 


Defign? 
I believe not. 


What Steps did Mr. Hattings take in confequence of the cutting off the Two Compa- 


nies of Sepoys? 
I underftood he difpatched Orders to different Parts of che Country to colleét an armed 


Force to co-operate together againft the Rajah. 

To what Place did Mr. Haftings himfelf retire : 

We remained fome Days at the City of Benares, and then retreated to Chunargur. 

Were you molefted’or attacked by Cheyt Sing’s People while you ftaid at Benares ? 

We were not. . 

Was you employed in the Reduction of Cheyt Sing’s Country, and in what Capacity ? 

I was—as Engineer. 

Was there any ‘Thing in the Force which you had to encounter that indicated a long 
premeditated Defign to make War upon the Company ? 

Ido not know that there was :—In the Fort of Bidjeygur there was a large Magazine of 
Grain—I know of nothing elfe. 

Of what Numbers did the Forces confift, that you had at any one Time to encounter in 
that Country ? . 

It is impoffible for me to judge; I never faw them drawn out into Action, 


Did you ever attack any of the Rajah’s People? 


We did at Pateeta, and afterwards at Bidjeygur, 
10 Were 
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Were there many Thoufands of them at either of thofe Places ? 
It was impoffible for me to judge of their Numbers, as they were moftly under Cover. 


Was not the Fort of Bidjeygur a ftrong Placé? 
A very ftrong Fortrefs, upon a vety high Hill. 


What were the Circumftances of the Garrifon of that Place, in Point of Numbers, Difci- 


pline, Military Conamand, and Military Preparation? __ 
It is impoffible for me to give an Anfwer to that Queftion, as I was not in that Fort until 


long after we got Poffeffion of it. 
Have you heard that the Fort was commanded by any regular Military Governor, or de- 


fended by any properly appointed Garrifon ? 
I underftood the.Rajah’s Mother was the principal Perfon in the Fort, who iffued Orders 


to her Buxey, or Treafurer. 

Did you hear of what Numbers the Garrifon confifted, or of what Species of Troops—— 
whether there were any Engineers or Artillery Men in it? 

I underftood there were about 700 Men, moftly Irregulars :—I believe there were no 
Engineers, but there were fome Men who worked the Guns, 

Of what Nature and Condition were the Military Stores in that Garrifon when you 


faw it? 
I did not fee it till many Months after the Reduétion of it:—I was taken ill during the 


Siege, and did not fee it till many Months after. 
Did you make any Obfervations upon the Cannon and other Storés taken in that Fort ? 
When I vifited the Fort, there were very few Stores, and a few old Cannon; but it was a 
Yong Time after we had taken it. _ 
Did you hear that any confiderable Number of Cannon had been removed from the Fort ? 
J did not hear that there were. 
Were the Cannon you faw in the Fort mounted on Carriages proper for Service ? 
When IJ faw them, they were old and unfit for Service. 
Have you feen the Country of Benates after the Revolution in 1781? 
I refided in that Country till the latter End of 1783. | 
Nid the People feem to exprefs the fame Satisfattion in their new Government that they 


had fhewn under their old ? 
No Doubt thofe who benefited by the Revolution fhewed a Satisfaction, and thofe who 


loft by ic did not. 
The Queftion means, with refpect to the Generality of the People, as far as you could dif- 


cover their Sentiments ? 
It is very difficult for me to anfwer that Queftion. 


Did you go as much to Benares after the Revolution as before? 

I believe I did more. | 

Whether Cheyt Sing was a Prince efteemed or beloved by his Subjects ? 

1 believe he was. 

Did the Rajah fubmit to his Arreft quietly, or did he or his People make any imme- 


diate Refiftance ? 
I believe he fubmitted very quietly:—-Mr. Markham, the Refident, returned and faid, he 


fubmitted very quietly. 


Was the Province of Benares well cultivated in 1782 and 1783? 
In 1782 I do not think it was fo well culcivated as before ; bac ia 1783 very little water 


fell, and the Country was not fo highly caletvated as formerly. 
Was the City of Benares in good Order, as to the Police being attended v0, after the 


Expulfion of Cheyt Sing? 
There was every Appearance of it, after a Settlement took place. 


Do you know Ally Ibrahim Cawn, the Chief Magiftrate of Benares 
I do. , $ 


' What ts his general Character in India? : 
He bears a Charadter of a clever Man, and of an upright, good Man, 


4 Whether 


[ 59 ] 


Whether the Chief Magiftrate of Benares was not always a Mahometan? 
I believe there has been no Inftance of the contrary, within my Recelleétion. 


Whether the Refidents Mr. Graham and«Mr. Fowke, and the Englifh Gentlemen in 
general at Chunar, looked upon Cheyt Sing as difaffeéted to our Government? 
I never heard Mr. Fowke exprefs any Thing of itbut I have heard Mr. Graham. 


Do you recolle& what were the Sentiments in general of the Officers at Chunar—whether 
they conceived him difaffe@ted ? 

They did not think that the Rajah fubmitted willingly to the Payment of the additional 
Tribute for raifing Three Battalions of Sepoys. 


sd 


Do you recollect Complaints having been made, by Gentlemen paffing through Cheyt 
Sing’s Country, of Infults offered to them by his People ? 

I do recollect there was an Inftance happened ; and a Gentleman got his Head hurt by a 
Brick Bat thrown at him, in a Village where he fent for Milk :—To the beft of my Re- 
collection, he faid he fent his Servant for Milk, who raifed a Difturbance, and the Genthk- 
man was hurt. 


When did you hear Mr. Graham exprefs an Opinion of the Difaffection of Cheyt Sing? 
I believe about the Year 1779, when the additional Tribute was ordered, and the Rajah 
expreffed great Diffatisfaction. 


Was Mr, Haftings confidered, in that Part of the Country, as difpofed to tyrannize over 
and opprefs the Natives, or rather to befriend and protect them? 

Mr. Haftings never interfered with the Natives of that Country, that I know of, until 
after the Revolution in Auguft 1781. 


To what Purpofe did he then interfere? 
He let all the Lands in the Country. 


Did he let them inconfiftent with Juftice, according to the Opinion of the Country, or 
the Reverfe ? 
I never heard that he let them contrary to Juftice or Propriety. 


Did you know Bulwant Sing, the Father of Cheyt Sing ? 
I had no perfonal Acquaintance with him, but I have had Occafion to write to him. 


Did you ever hear whether Bulwant Sing was Rajah of Benares by hereditary Right, or 
by what Right did he become Rajah? 
I looked wpon him as Renter of the Country, under the Nabob of Oude. 


In the Capacity of Renter of the Country, was Bulwant Sing confidered as a Vaffal, 
liable to give extraordinary Affiftance upon extraordinary Occafions to the Nabob of Oude, 
or was he only Jiable to pay his ftipulated Rent? 

He was looked upon as a Dependant upon the Nabob of Oude, who frequently, I be- 
lieve, extorted Money from him exceeding his Tribute. 


Have you heard that certain Privileges were obtained from the Nabob of Oude for Bul- 
want Sing, by the Influence of the Englifh Government ? 

The Settlements betweén Bulwant Sing and the Nabob of Oude took place before I was 
acquainted: with the Country. 


Was it the Opinton of the Country, that, in confequence of that Seitlement, Bulwane 
Sing became an independent Prince? or did they ftill confider him as a Dependant and 
Vaffal of the Nabob of Qude? 

He was tributary to the Nabob of Oude; but he had the Power of Life and Death in 
‘his own Hands. 


Did they confider his Vaffalage as extinguished? | 
At what Time? 


After the Settlement ? 
He continued paying his Tribute till his Death. 


At what Time did Cheyt Sing fucceed to be Rajah of Benares? 
The latter End of 1770, I believe. 


In what Light was the Rajah Cheyt Sing confidered by the Country—as a Renter, or 
as an independent Prince? 
He was confidered by the Europeans to be tributary to the Nabob, and the Natives 
- looked up to him as a defpotic Prince. 
[S] ne 
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@ By whom was the Mahometan Judge at Benares, of whom you have before fpoken, ap- 
ointed ? , 
: By Mr. Haftingsethe Man I fpoke of before. 
Was there not a Mahometan Judge at Benares from 1770 to 1775, while the Rajah 


remained Renter of Oude? 
There always was, as far as I recollect. 


Do you know by whom that Mahometan Judge was always appointed ? | 
By the Nabob of Oude. 


When did Mr. Haftings make the Firft Demand of an extraordinary Supply of Five 
Lacks of Rupees from Cheyt Sing? 

It was either the latter End of 1778, or Beginning of 1779. 

a you faid that you heard that Cheyt Sing objected to pay the extraordinary De- 
man 
_ I never heard that he objected to pay it, but I have heard that he made Difficulties in pay- 
ing It. 

Were thofe Difficulties grounded upon his Inability to pay, or did he object that he 
was not bound to pay it? 

I underftood he pleaded Inability to pay it. 


Was it ufual for Bulwant Sing to fend Troops to Sujah Dowlah, when he was engaged 
in War? 

That never came to my Knowledge. m 

Whether the Sepoys in our Army are faithful and obedient to their Officers, in Matters 


of Difcipline--and whether the Britifh Military Service is agreeable to them ? 
I believe they are very faithful and obedient, and very well fatisfied with our Service. 


In marching through the different Countries of India, is it ufual for the Britifh Army 
to preferve exact Difciplines-and whether our Soldiers are fuffered to moleft, opprefs, or 
plunder the Cultivators of the Land, and the peaceable Inhabitants of the Country? 

The Officers in general pay the ftricteft Attentionto the Regularity of their Troops; and 
they are never fuffered to moleft or difturb the Natives with Impunity, when it comes to 
the Knowledge of the Commanding Officer. 


Do you know whether the Britifh Troops have ever carried on War in India in an un- 
neceffary Deftruéction of the Country, and in a wanton Difplay of Violence and Oppreffion, 
Inhymanity and Cruelty ? 

The Firft Part of the Queftion muft depend upon, whether that War itfelf was neceffary 
or not—the Whole of the Queftion muft indeed depend upon that. j . 


Whether the Wars in India are in general carried on with unnecefflary Marks of Crbelty e 
That is fo general a Queftion—-—in fome Cafes they are, in others they are not. 


The Queftion means the Wars carried on by the Britith Army ? 
Suppofing the War juft, I have never feen any Acts of Cruelty. 


Do you know whether, in the Opinion of the Princes and People of India, Mr. 
Haftings’s Conduét towards them has been regulated by the Principles of Truth, good 
Faith, and Juftice, or otherwife, as far as has come to your Knowledge ? 

It is impoffible for me to give any Opinion upon that Quetftion. 


Do you know whether Mr. Haftings is reputed by the People of India to have been 


juft, candid, and honourable in his Tranfaétions with them ? 
That is a Queftion I cannot anfwer. 


Are you converfant with the Laws and Cuftoms of the upper Part of India, and the 
Titles by which Property, or any other Rights, are held there ? 

I was a long Time refident in that Part of the Country, and picked up as much as in 
general Gentlemen do. 

Do you remember to have feen a circular Letter, or Manifefto, publifhed by Cheyt 
Sing after his Expulfion, in which he gave an Account of that Tranfaction to the Princes 


of India? 
I faw a circular Letter,“which I underftood he fent to Mr. Fowke at Calcutta, fup- 


poled to be a circular Letter eS he fent to the different Powers. : 
Then 


* 
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Then a Member prefent produced a Paper, purporting to be Copy of a Tranflation 
of a Circular Letter which Cheyt Sing wrote to the different Chiefs and Rajahs 
on the late Troubles at Benares; and the fame was read to the Witnefs, and is 
Fs follows, viz. 
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© Tranflation of the Circular Letter which Chey? Sing wrote to the dif- 
« ferent Chiefs and Rajahs, on the late Troubles at Benares, 


* It is well known to you all, that in thefe Times the Governor, with his 
Followers, came to Benares. 
¢ The Particulars of this Affair are thefe.—-On his Arrival at Buxar, which 
is the Verge of my Country, I met him with all my principal People, in 
order to do him Honour, and tendered him the ouftomary Nezers [Pre- 
fents]. 
i We difcourfed on the Subject of my Tribute, and I expreffed my Rea- 
dinefs and Compliance with the Company’s Demands, profeffing my At- 
tachment and Fidelity to them. Requifitions were then made on me for 
a Crore of Rupees [One Million Sterling], and the Surrender of the Fort 
of Bidgiger, my Family Refidence,.the Depofit of my Women, and of my 
Honour. To the Firft, I pleaded my Inability ; and afked what I had done, 
that the Company fhould difhonour me fo as to take away this Fort, wherc 
my Family refided ? 
‘ Op my Arrival at Benares a Guard was placed over me, which I fub- 
mitted to; and, foon after, a Chubdar of Mr. Markham’s, who had for- 
merly been in my Service, and had Spite againft me, took this Oppor- 
tunity of infulting me, and ufed improper Language to me. 
¢ On this, one tg my People, not cone able to fee his Mafter Saoie | 
thus* abufed by a low Servant, reprehended him for his Behaviour, whic 
produced Words and Blows on both Sides; when my Followers and Peo- 
ple, rufhing in, fell on the Troops and cut them down, with many killed 
on both Sides; during which I made my Efcape, and fled acrofs the Ri- 
ver Ganges, with my Adherents. | 
‘¢ What have I done to deferve this Treatment of the Company? The 
World will judge. I have ferved them with Fidelity and Attachment. 
What Fault have I done, or what Crime have I committed? 
‘ For the Support and Affiftance my Father rendered them in their Wars 
with the ae Coffim Ally Khan, and with the Nabob Sujah ul Dow- 
lah, they thought themfelves bound to protect him from the Enmity of 
the latter Nabob, who was exafperated againft him for the above Con- 
duct. 
‘ They continued to proteé& him for fome Years againft the Machina- 
tions of the Nabob Vizier, and the Rapacity of his Minifters, till Death 
carried him away. The fame Protection was continued to ine; and in 
Courfe of Time, by an Exchange of Countries, I became tributary to the 
Englifh in the fame Manner that I was to the Nabob, and paid my Rents 
to them inftcad of to him. 
¢ Ever fince this Time, I have paid them to the utmoft Farthing ; nor have 
| departed in any Shape from my Fidelity to them. 
« What have I done to be treated in this Manner—to have my Treafures 
demanded, and my Fort, the Depofit of my Family, wrefted fiom me, and 
my Perfon difgraced and difhonoured? Have I been guilty of Injuflice or 
Mal-adininiftration in my Country ? Look to my Diftri€ls; look to theirs : 
Do not the different Pictures which they prefent to you mark the Limits of 
them more than the Boundaries which Nature itfelf has drawn out ? 
¢ My Fields are cultivated; my Villages are full.of Inhabitants; my Coun- 
try is a Garden; and my Riotts [Subjects] are happy. My Capital is the 
Refort of the principal Merchants of India, from the Security 1 have given 
to Property. The Treafures from the Mahrattas, the Jauths, the Seicks, 
and the moft diftant Nations of India, are depofited here. Were the Or- 
phans and the Widow convey their Property, and refide here without Fear 
of Rapacity and Avarice. The Traveller, from one End of my Country to 
the other, lays down his Burthen, and fleeps in Security. 

5 © But 
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¢ But what a different Picture do the Campany’s Provinces prefent! There 
‘ Famine and Miufery ftalk Haad ia Hand through uncultivated Fields and 
© deferted Villages. 
¢ There you meet with nothing but aged Men, who ase not able to tran{- 
port themfelves away; or Robbers, or Tygers in the Fields, now @vergrown 
with Wood. , 
© When any of the Servants of the Englifh have paffed through my Country, 
every Attention has been fhewn them, and all their Wants fupplied; even 
their very Coolies [Porters that carry Baggage] have had their , Burthens 
taken off and carried fer them, and forwarded from Villages to Villages. 
* When any of the Gentlemen travelled through my Country, my Officers 
always waited on them, to know their Wants; fupplied them with Neceffa- 
‘ ries, Provifions, and Carriage, at my Expence; and performed all their Or- 
ders, as if they were my own. 
« Let any of them be afked, if they meet with fuch Treatment in thofe Dif- 
tricts under the Company’s Management? Were not they almoft con- 
tinually robbed, and in Danger of their Lives? 
‘ The Letters of Recommendation of any Individual from their Governors, 
© or Counfellors, were like fo many Bills of Exchange, or Orders to make 
the Fortunes of the Perfons fo recommended. 
‘ And, notwithftanding this Attachment and Fidelity, envious of the 
Profperity and Riches of my Country, I was continually haraffed by fham 
Crimes, or forged Calumnies againft me, in order to extort Money in 
Alleviation of them, or to force me to purckgfe Protection and Pa- 
tronage from their leading Men, 
‘ Every Complaint has been heard againft me, and every Vagabond en- 
couraged in mifreprefenting me. 
© It is lately that Oufan Sing, a Relation of my own, a Spendthrift, a 
Vagabond, and a Man of bad Fame, has been taken up by them. This 
Perfon was expelled my Country for his Villanies; and fome Years ago, 
collecting a Parcel of Followers like himfelf, invaded it again, and raifed 
Contributions from my Villages, and plundered many of my Towns. 
They proceeded to Mirzapoor, and were there, on Application, met and 
defeated by the Troops of the Englifh themfelves. 
‘ This Man has gone to Calcutta, where he has been protected; he has 
magnified my Treafures, and the Revenues of my Country; he has made 
Offers to take it himfelf, and has inflamed their Minds with imaginary 
Riches: He has now come in the Governot’s Train, inflamed him with 
imaginary Riches, and poifoned his Mind againft me. 
‘ Such a Servant have I been, and fuch have been my Matters; not 
contented with my Treafures, they thirfted after my Honovr alfo. 
« They have demanded a Sum of me which it is out of my Power to pay. 
‘ They want the Plunder of my Country, = = > 
‘« They demand my Fort, the Depofit of my Honour and of my Women, 
whom they want to turn adrift into the wide World. 
‘Arm yourfelves, my Friends: -Let us join ta repel thofe rapacious 
€ Strangers. 
¢ It is the Caufe of ws abs 
« When your Honour is loft, what is the‘Valué of Life ?—Come with your 
‘ Troops, and join me; I will furnifh them with Pay and Provifions.’ 
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Then the Witnefs was afked, 


Whether the Letter now read to him is, in Subftance, the Manifefto alluded to? 
It is a long Time fince I faw it--but it is nearly to that Purpofe. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. . 
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Then the Committee was moved, That an Extraé&t of a Letter from the Governor 
General to Edward Wheler, Efquire, Council, &c. Fort William, dated Luck- 
now, 2d April 1784, might be read. 


[And the fame was read accordingly, and is as follows, viz.] 


(@) * Gentlemen, 

© Having contrived, by making forced Stages, while the Troops of my Efcore 
marched at the ordinary Rate, to make a Stay of Five Days at Benares, I was 
thereby furnifhed with the Means of acquiring fome Knowledge of the State 
of the Province, which I am anxious to communicate to you, Indeed the 
Enquiry, which was in a great Degree obtruded -ipon me, affected me with 
very mortifying Reflections on my own Inability to apply it to any ufeful 
Purpofe.— From the Confines of Buxar to Benares, | was followed and fatigued 
.by the Clamours of the difcontented Inhabitants ; it was what I expected in 
a Degree, becaufe ic is rare thar the Exercife of Authority fhould prove 
fatisfactory to all who are the Objects of ix, The Dilireffes which were 
produced by the long continued Drought, unavoidably tended to heighten the 
general Difcpntent ; yet I have Reafon to fear, that the Cayfe exifted princi- 
pally in a defective, if not a corrupt and opprefive, Adminiftration, Of a Mul- 
titude of Petitions which were prefented to me, and of which I took Mi- 
nutes, every one, that did nat relate to a perfonal Grievance, continued the 
Reprefentation of one and the fame fpecies of Oppreffion, which is in its Na- 
ture of an Influence moft fatal to the future Cultivation, The Practice to 
which J allude is this:—-Jt is affirmed, that the Aumils and Renters exa& 
from the Proprietors of the actual Harveft a large Increafe in Kind on their 
ftipulated Rent; that is, from thofe who hold their Pottahs by the Tenure 
of paying One Half of the Produce of their Crops, either the Whole without 
a Subterfuge, or a Jarge Proportion of it by falle Meafurement, or other 
Pretexts; and from thofe, whofe ae aa are for a fixed Rene in Money, 
the Half, or a greater Proportion, is taken in Kind. This is, in Effect, a Tax 
upon the Indultry of the Inhabitants ; fince there is fcarce a Field of Grain in 
the Province, J might fay not One, which has oot been preferved by the in- 
ceffant Labour of the Cultivator, by digging Wells for their Supply, or wa~ 
tering them from the Wells of Mafonry, with which this Country abounds, or 
from the neighbouring Tanks, Rivers, and Nullahs. The People who impofed 
on themfelves this voluntary and extraordinary Labour, and not unattended 
with Expence, did it in the Expectation of reaping the Profits of it; and it is 
as certain that they would not have done it, if they had known chat their 
Rulers, from whom they were entitled to an Indemnification, would take from 
them what they had fo hardly earned. If the fame Adminiftration continues, 
and the Couatry fhall again labour under a Want of the natural Rains, every 
Field will be abandoned, the Revenue fail, and Thoufands perifh through the 
Want of Subiiftence; for who will labour for the fole Benefit of others, and 
to make himfelf che Subject of Vexation? Thefe Praétices are not to be im- 
puted to the Aumils employed in the Diftricts, but to the Naib himfelf. The 
avowed Principle on which he acts, and which he acknowledged to myfelf, is, 
that the whole Sum fixed for the Revenue of the Province mutt be collected ; 
and that, for this Purpofe, the Deficiency arifing in Places where the Crops 
have failed, or which have been fefe uncultivated, muft be fupplied from the 
Refources of others, where the Soil has been better fuited to the Seafon, or the 
Induftry of the Cultivators more fuccefsfully exerted ; a Principle which, 
however fpecious and plaufible it may ag firft appear, certainly tends to the 
moft pernicious and deftructive Confequences. If this Declaration of the Naib 
* had been made only to myfelf, I might have doubted my Conftruction of it; 
* but it was repeated by him to Mr, Anderfon, who underftood it exaétly in the 
* fame Senfe,—-In the Management of the Cuftams, the Conduct of the Naib, 
* or of the Officers under him. was forced alfo upon my Attention. The exor- 
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‘¢ bitant Rates exacted by an arbitrary Valuation of the Goods, the Practice of 
exaéting Duties Twice on the fame Goods, firft from the Seller, and after- 
wards from the Buyer, and the vexatious Difputes and Delays drawn on the 
Merchants by thefe Oppreffions, were loudly complained of ; and fome In- 
ftances of this Kind were faid to exift at the very Time when I was in Benares. 
Under fuch Circumftanceg we are not to wonder if the Merchants of foreign 
Countries are difcouraged from reforting to Benares, and if the Commerce of 
that Province fhould annyally decay. Other Evils, or imputed Evils, have 
accidentally come to my Knowledge, which I will not now particularize; as 
1 hope that, with the Affiftance of the Refident, they may be ia Part cor- 
rected. One, however, I mutt mention, becaufe it has been verified by my own 
Obfervation, and is of that Kind which reflects an unmerited Reproach on our 
eneral and national Character. When I was at Buxar, the Refident, at my De- 
ire, enjoined the Natb to appuint creditable People to every Town through 
which our Rout lay, td perfuade and encourage the Inhabitants to remain ta 
their Houfes, promifing to give them Guards as I approached, ared they re- 
quired it for their Protection ; and that he might perceive how earneft I was 
for his Obfervarion of this Precaution (which I am certain was faithfully de- 
livered) I repeated it to him in Perfon, and difmiffed him, that he might pre- 
cede me for that Purpofe: But, to my great Difappointment, I-found every 
Place through which } paffed abandoned, nor had there been a Man left in 
any of them for their Protettion. I am forry to add, that, from Buxar to 
the oppofite Boundary, I have feen nothing but the Traces of complete De- 
vaftation in every Village, whether caufed by the Followers of the Troops 
which have lately paffed, for their natural Relief (and I know not whether 
my own may not have had their Share), or from the Apprehenfions of the 
Inhabitants left to themfelves, and of themfelves deferting their Houfes. 
I with to acquit my own Countrymen of the Blame of thefe unfavourable 
Appearances, and in my own Heart I do acquit them; for at one Encamp- 
ment, near a large Village called Derrera, in the Pergunnah of Zemaneea, a 
Crowd of People came to me, complaining that their former Aumil, who 
was a Native of the Place, and had long been eftablifhed in Authority over 
them—and whofe Cuftom it had been, whenever any Troops paffed, to re- 
main in Perfon on the Spot for their Proteétion—having been removed, the 
new Aumil, on the Approach of any Military Detachment, himfelf firtt fled 
from the Place, and the Inhabitants. having no one to whom they could 
apply for Redrefs, or for the Reprefentation of their Grievances, and being 
thus remedilefs, fled alfo; fo that their Houfes and Effects became a Prey 
to any Perfon who chofe to plunder them. The general Conclufion ap- 
eared to me an inevitable Confequence from fuch a State of Faéts, and my 
* © own Senfes bore Teftimony to it in this fpecific Inftance; nor do I know 
« how it is poftible for ary Officer commanding a Military Party, how atten- 
* tive foever he may be to the Difcipline and Forbearance of his People, to 
* prevent Diforders, wher there is neither Oppofition to hinder, nor Evidence 
* to ceter them. Thefe, and many other Irregularities, I impute folely to the 
‘© Naib; and I think it my Duty to recommend his inftant Removal.’ 
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MAJOR GILPIN called in, and examined. 


As to the Correfpondence which paffed between him and the Britifh Refdent at Oude, 
during the Time be was on Gedard over the Begums of Oude ; 


Was you not ftationed ¢s a Guard upon the Palaces of the Mother and Grandmother of 
the Nabeb of Oude, and their Eunuchs? 


I was. 
 & 

Have you the Letters that paffed between you and the Britifh Refident, Mr. Middleton, 
while you was upon Guard over the Palaces of the Mother and Grandmother of the Na- 
bob of Oude 

I have moft of them, but1 have not brought any of them to the Houfe with me—but J 
am in Poffeffion of them. 

Have you any Obgg@tion to deliver in that Correfpandence for the Ufe of the Committee 
at their next Sittin ve 


There is many Parts of that Correfpondence which relate to other Circumftances, and 
2 which 
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which it may not .be.proper to make publio—I mean, that theré are private Circumftantes 
in them, 


And a Member prefent having rodaced a Paper, purporting to be Copy of a 
Letter directed to Major Martin Gilpin, comrnanding at Fyzabad, figned Na- 
thaniel Middleton, dated Lucknow, the 1ft of June 1782, which he defired might 
be fhewn to the Witnefs ; 


4 
f 


The Witnels was dire€ted tu withdraw. 


And it being agreed in the Committee that the Witnefs fhould be furcher examin- 
ed, with refpect to fuch Cotrefpondence, at the next fitting of the Committee ; 


The Witnefs was again called in, and afked, 


How long have you been in the Compariy’s Service® 
About Seventeen Years. 


Was you in Oude at the Time of the Death of Sujah Dowlah? 
I was encamped in the Rumna, near the Palate of Fyzabad, at the Time ‘he deed. 


bs Sajah Dowlah’s Army confiderably,in Acrears at thé Time of his Death ? 
t was. 


Do you know whether a confiderable Sum of- Money was due to the Haft Indm Company 
at that Time from Sujah Dowlah ? 
It was faid there was a very confiderable Sum of Money due at that Time. 


Have you heard what became of the Treafure Sujah Dowlah was poffefied of at the 
Time of his Death? ' - ; : 
I fuppofe it was in his Zenana. * 


By being lodged in the Zcnana, in whofe Poffeffion did it come after his Death ? 
In courfe to his Widow. 


Did you ever hear that Sujah Dowlah bequeathed it to his Widow by bis Will? 
Ido not -.. ct ever hearing that he made a Will. 


Do you bei-v: that the Begums gave up all the Money that was in the Zenana, when 
you had tie Charge of them in 17828 
It is importible for me to anfwer that Queftion. 


What was the general Opinion upon that Subject at Fygabad, as far ag you had an Op- 
portunity of knowing? 

The Begum declared herfelf that fhe had done it; but many People were of Opinion 
fhe had not. 


What was the Caufe afigned for the Confinement of Jewar and Behar Ally Cawn, the 


Eunuchs ? 
For a Breach of Coritract with Mr. Middleton. 


Of what Nature was the Contract with Mr. Middleton ? 
As 1 underftand the Circumftance, they had agreed to pay near Sixty Lack of Rupees 
within a fipulated Time; which Agreement they did not perform. 


Do you believe they had: Ability left to perform that Agreement ? 
It was generally underftood that they had. 


Fromm your Knowhké@ge’ of the Matners and Cuftoms of Indoftan, do; you know whe- 
ther the Natives will fubmit to long Imprifonment, ia order to elude the Payment of 
Maney which they have agreed to‘pey? 

There have been many Inftances of that Nature. 


Had you any Opportunity of knowing the Characters of the Begums, and whether they 
were difaffected to our Government ? 

I had a very. good Opportunity of knewihg; from the Ciroumflance of my-having com- 
manded fo long there. The elder Begum, it was generally underftood, and I have Reafon 
to believe, was difaffeéted to our Government ; and my Sentinients of. her Conduct ftand 
recorded in By Correfpendence to the Court of Lucknow to that Effet; but, with re- 
fpe&t to the Bow Begum, I acquit her entirely of any ‘Difaffection to our Government, fo 
far as comes to my Knowledge, Appearances were for fome Time againft her ; “bur, on 

coo 


[. 66 ] 


cool deliberate Enquiry, I found there was rio Grounds for fuppofing her guilty of any 
rebellious Principles, at the Time of Cheyt Sing’s Rebellion. 


In what Situation were the Women.in the Khourd Mhal,.and what Defcription of Per- 
fons were thcy of, when you commanded at Fyzabad:? 

They were dependent on his Excellency the Nabob for Subfiftence, whofe Officers were 
very negligent in that Bufinefs; and I had Occafion to reprefent the fame to Mr. Briftow, 
the then Refident at Lucknow, who acquainted the Nabob with thefe Circumftances ; and 
1 obtained Ten thoufand Rupees to give chem Relief, which I paid to the Officers of that 
Zenana. 


Of what Defcription of Perfons were the Women of the Khourd Mhal ? 
They were the Concubines of the late Sujah Dowlah, the prefent Nabob’s Father. 


Was the Englifh Refident, or any other Englifh Gentleman, culpable for not providing 
Funds for their Maintenance? 

I never underftood that the Englifh Refident had any Thing to do with that Zenana— 
on the contrary, there was a Tuncaw granted on the Foufdarry of Sultanpore for Forty 
thoufand Rupees a Year, to be paid for the Support of that Zenana. 


Does the prefent Nabob Vizier live at Lucknow in great State; and is his Court as 
fplendid a one as it was in the Time of his Fathér? 

I fee very little Alteration in the State’ of the Nabob’s Court, or in the Splendor of his 
Equipage, from the Time of his being placed on the Mufnud till I left the Country ;— 
he never kept fo fplendid a Court as his Father did, I believe. 


Did you know Bulbudder Sing? 
I did—he was a moft notorious Rebel. 


Was you ever employed againft him? 
I was. 


Upon what Occafion, and at what Time? 

It was in February 1782: He firft waylaid Mr. Middleton on the Banks of the Goomty, 
and I marched to his Relief; after which, I was employed for feveral Weeks in follow- 
ing him, and at length drove him out of the Country ; but he foon returned again, after 
I left the Country. 


Did you ever enter into any Negociation with him? 
He did fend his Vakeels to me for that Purpofe, but he increafed in his Demands as 
his Army increafed, and our Agreement was broke off, 


What was the general Character of Mr. Haftings in Oude, in Bengal, and amonegft the 
Natives and his own Countrymen ? | 
He was looked upon as a Man of very great Abilities. 


Had they Confidence in his Word and in his Faith? 
J ever underftood that they had. 


At the Time of the Infurrection at Benares, was his perfonal Safety deemed of con- 
fequence to the Britifh Empire in India, by thofe of his Countrymen with whom you af. 
fociated ¢ 

It undoubtedly was of the utmoft Confequence. 


Have you heard that Mr. Haftings, after the Infurrection at Benares, treated Cheyt 
Sing’s People with Severity—thofe particularly attached to Cheyt Sing ? 

Far from it—he treated them with more Lenity than probably any other Perfon would 
have done under the like Circumftances—I f{peak, after the Circumftance of the Maffacre 
that happened at Benares. 


Have you underftood that Mr. Haftings fpoke the Perfian and Indoftan Language with 
Fluency 2 

I do not know it from my own Knowledge, but it was generally fuppofed that he under- 
ftood them both perfeétly. 


Was it Mr. Haftings’s Cuftom to admit the Natives of India to frequent Converfations 
with him ? 
Sa@ it was reported, , 


Was it believed that, in Difputes and Competitions between the Natives and Europeans, 


Mr. Haftings generally took the Part of the latter againft the Natives ? | 
= 3 a P I cannot 
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I cannot an{wer that from my own Knowledge ; but I have frequently heard Complaints 
that he fhewed more Attention to the Natives than to Europeans. 


Have you heard it reported that our Officers were well treated in paffing through Cheyt 
Sing’s Territories, previous to the Rebellion? 

There were frequent Complaints of Infolence from the Cutwals of the different Vil- 
Jages through which the Officers paffed. 


Do you apprehend that Sujah Dowlah had lodged his Treafure in his Zenana for fafe 
Cuftody, or that by lodging it there he had meant to transfer the Property in that Trea- 
fure to the Begum? 

His Treafury, I underftood, was in the Zenana: It is impoffible for me to know upon 


what Account he lodged it there; but they generally do keep the Treafure in the 
Zenana, 


Do you know whether Cheyt Sing was, in the Opinion of the Country, reputed a great 
Zemindar, or was he reputed an independent Prince? 
He was generally called a Zemindar. 


Do you know whether, by the Cuftoms of Indoftan, Zemindars are liable to give extra- 


ordinary Affiftance, upon extraordinary Occafions, to thofe of whom they hold their Ze- 
mindaries ? 


They are generally underftood fo to do. 


Was the Contract made by the Eunuchs with Mr. Middleton voluntary on their Part, 
or forced upon them? " 


I cannot fay ; it was made fome Months before I commanded at Fyzabad—lI believe 
near Six Months. 


Did you never hear the Ground or Occafion of that Contract ? 


It was in confequence of the Payment of fome Money in the Month of January ; but 
the Particulars I do not recollect. 


Do you think it was in the Power of the Begums to form a Plan for the utter Extirpa- 
tion of the Englith out of India, with any Profpect of Succefs ? 
By no Means. 


Do you think it probable that any Difpofition or Conduct whatever of thofe Women 
could be dangerous to our Exiftence in India? 

I have before mentioned, that I underftood the elder Begum was rebellious in her Prin- 
ciples; but I never underftood that fhe had any Power to carry on a Negociation of that 
Kind with any Probability of Succefs. 


When was you at Benares, before the Rebellion of Cheyt Sing ? 


In 1778 I paffed through Benares, on my Way to the Army that was in the Field; 
but I made no Stay there. 


How foon did you return to Benares, and how long did you ftay ? 


Not until after the Rebellion; and I ftaid only One or Two Days, as we came down 
the Country. 


Was the Government eftablifhed in the Country of Oude underftood to be fubftantially 
the Britifh Government ? 


It was the Nabob’s Government, and fo underftood, and not to be the Britifh Go- 
vernment. 


By whofe Orders were you placed to keep Guard on the Palaces of Fyzabad ? 
By the Refident at the Nabob’s Court, Mr. Middleton, 


Did you take to Mr. Middleton any Memorial and Document, on the Part of the Be- 
gums, denying the having any Share in the Commotions that happened in Baraich and 
Goruckpoor? 

I prefented Mr. Middleton with fome original Letters that were wrote by Colonel Han- 


nay and Captain Gordon ; which Letters are publifhed in the Charges exhibited againft Mr. 
Hiaftings. 


Were they delivered to you by Order of the Begum ? 
Ac the Requeft of the Begum 1 delivered them to Mr. Middleton. 


What did Mr. Middleton do in confequence of thofe Papers ? 


I do not believe any Thing was done in confeqdence of the Receipt of them, as Mn 
Middleton was foon after relieved by Mr, Briftow. 


[U] Have 
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Have you not heard that the Rajah Bulbudder bas been difpoffeffed of his Zemindary 
by the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah? 
His Adherents gave out fo; but I cannot fpeak as to the Certainty of it. 


Whether a Penfion, which had been paid by the Begum, continued to be regularly paid 
to the Rajah Bulbudder, after the Refumprtion of the Jaghires ? . 

No, I believe it was not fo—nor had he it from the- Begum but by Force—it was by 
Alla that he got it: Rather than have the Country deftroyed, the gave him a fmalt 

enfion. ) 


Whether, in confequence of the Refumption of the Jaghires, a general Difcontent did 


not prevail through the Country ? 
They certainly were very much difcontented, from the Change of Government from the 


Begums to the Nabob. 


Whether the Country in general were not difcontented, and difpofed for Rebellion ? 
In the Diftricts of Salone and Jace they were; thefe were the Diftricts that comprehended 
the Begums Jaghire. 


Were they not fo at Kyrabad ? 
I never wag there. 


Were they not fo in Baraich and Goruckpoor. 
I never was there. 


Have you heard, in the Country of Oude, that Complaints were made by the Natives, of 
their being oppreffed by Britifh Officers in the Colleétion of the Revenue—thoie Officers 
who commanded the Nabob’s Forces ? 

In the Diftricts I was in, I do not recollet—I cannot charge my Memory with any Thing 
of that Kind. 


Did you hear, at that Time, any Complaints made of Oppreffions which had been 
ufed in the Collection of the Revenue, by Britifh Officers, in the Diftri¢ts of Baraich and 
Goruck poor ? 

I can only fpeak as to Hearfay—there were fuch Reports, but I know nothing about 


them. 


Were they credited Reports, or loofe Rumours? 

They were general Converfations ; but what Credit is to be given to them, I cannot 
fay. '~Y 

Did you not hear that there were Complaints made of the Conduct of Officers in the 
Collection of the Revenue in the Duabe ? 

Ido not recollect that there were any Officers in the Receipt of Collections in the Duabe— 
what I underftand by the Duabe, is the Country between the Jumna and the Ganges, 


Did you hear any Complaints there or thereabouts ? 
No, I do not recollect hearing of any. 


Did you hear of the Nabob’s Defire of the Reform, or withdrawing of any of his Regi- 
ments commanded by Britifh Officers, on Account of Mifconduct ? 

I do not recollect any Thing of the Kind at prefent. 

Do you know whether he defired the Recal or Reform of Major Ofborn’s Battalion? 

I have heard he did. 


Have you not heard that it was one Object of the Treaty of Chunar, to recal or reform 
thofe Battalions ? 

I do not recollect ever reading that Treaty. 

Was the Treafure left by Sujah Dowlah in the Zenana underftood by the Country to be the 
private Property of the Begunts, or to belong to his Succeffor Afoph ul Dowlah ? 

As Heir apparent, he had fome little Right to expect it; particularly when the Jaghire was 
granted to his Mother. 


In 1782, was the Country of Oude in a good State of Cultivation? 
Some Part of it was well cultivated, and others indifferently. 


Had it gone much to decay fince the Death of Sujah Dowlah ? 
It was not in fo flourifhing a State as at the Time of Sujak Dowlah’s Death. 


Had there been a fevere Drought in 1780, 1781, or 1783? 


‘There haa. 
§ Had 
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Had not this contributed very much to the Decay of Cultivation ? 
Undoubtedly it had. 


Did the Bow Begum, during Sujah Dowlah’s Life, at as Treafurer tohim? 
Not that I know of. 


Where did Bulbudder, the Rajah of Salone, inhabit, after he was difpoffeffed of his Jaghiré 
by Sujah Dowlah ? 

He wandered from Place to Place, and raifed Money in the different Parts of the Diftriét 5 
and he had no fixed Place of Abode that I know of. 


What Perfons had he under his Command, that enabled him fo to do? 
: He had many refraétory Zemindars under him—Chine Sing, Buctar Sing, and Nunda- 
am. 


Do you know by what Means he obtained a Tribute, or Annual Payment, from the Be- 
puny? 
It was generally fuppofed that they did it by Threats—that he would deftroy the 
Grain upon the Ground if fhe would not do it: But I fpeak only from Hearfay, as to 
that. . 


At what Times of the Year did he ufually make his Incurfions, and raife his Contri- 


butions ? ; 
I found him in the Cowntry early in February, and he continued in it till the latter End 


of May before I drove him out, and that was by Force. 

Which are the Harveft Months in that Country ? 7 

The Month of March is the Height of it. 

Do you know how Mr. Haftings was attended in his fourney from Calcutta to Benares, 
immediately before the Maffacre of Cheyt Sing? 

I do not; I was ac thac Time in the Mahratta Country. 

Do you know how he was attended in his laft Journey from Calcutta to Lucknow, in 
1784? 

Edo not; { was at Bourapoor at that Time. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


To Report a Progrefs, 8c. 


Martis, 16° die Maij 1986. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houle, on the 
Articles ef Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
late Governor General of Bengal. 


enema 


Witneffes Examined, 


MAJOR GARDNER, 
MAJOR GILBIN. 
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MINUTES, &. 





Fouvs, 18° die Mai 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houft on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houle againft Warsen Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


To the Corre/pondence refpetting the Princeffes of Oude. 


MAsor GILPIN called in, and examined, 


[Then feveral Papers, purporting to be Copies of Letters, being the Correfpon- 
dence before mentioned, at the Beginning of the Examination of this Witnefs, 
on Tuefday laft, and which paffed between the Witnefs and Mr. Middleton— 
the Witnefs and Mr. Johnfon--and the Witnefs and Mr. Briftow, being fhewn 
to the Witnefs, he was afked,] 


* 
Have you examined thefe Papers, and do you find the fame, there ftated to be Copies 
of Letters written and received by you, to be true and authentic Copies of the Originals? 
I have examined them, and do admit Shem to be true and authentic Copies ; there is a 
Remark in the Papers, that there are Three of my Letters wanting, which Three Letters 
i have brought with me. 


And the fame Three‘ Letters were brought up te the Table. 
And then the Witaefs was diref&ted to withdray. 
Then the {aid Copies and Letters were read ; and are as follows : 


‘ To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


‘Sir, , 
< The Begum’s Anfwer to the Nabob's Letter, regarding the Payment of 
¢ the Balance ftill due from her on the Affignment in Favour of the Honoura- 
‘ ble Company, being extremely inconclufiwe and unfatisfactory, it is equally 
© his Excellency's aad my With to take fome. more effectual Means of bring- 
« ing this long-impending and very unpleafane Bufinefs to an immediate Iffue ; 
* but I confefs I am myfelf very much at a Lofs what Expedient I can with 
* Propriety adopt, which would ama to accomplifh this Subject :—Re+ 
wn {xX 


© ftraints 


c 


tg 


a a a 2a a 


A . a. en .  .  .  .  . . Po 


co en ee ee a a ee | 


rn ff 


{ 7 J 


{traints might indeed be impofed upon the Begum which would moft af- 
furedly compel her Compliance ; but although the Nabob himfelf recom- 
mends it, it would be with very great Reluctance J fhould proceed to fuch vio- 
lent Extremities againft a Perfon in her Circumftances; nor could I ever 
think of it but as a laft and indifpenfable Refource: Her incendiary Conduét, 
and notorious Encouragement of the Flames that were {pread by the late 
Infurreétion at Benares, have juftly forfeited every Claim fhe had to the Pro- 
tection of our Government, and might indeed duitity a Departure from that 
Delicacy of Conduét which would be otherwife her due, and which I have 
always invariably ohferved to her; but as that is not the Subject at prefent 
in Difcuffion between us, I do not mean that it fhould influence ay Adtions ; 
my Object is merely the Recovery of the Affignment given ‘upon her in 
Favour of the Company, which, according to the laft Account, adjufted in 
the Prefence of her own Agents, amounts to Rupees 6,57,417. 13. 10; and I 
fhall be happy if this can be effected without any further Severities.—It is 
now upwards of Four Months fince the Prifoners Bahar and Jewar Ally 
Cawn bound themfelves, by a Writing under their refpective Seals, to make 
good the Balance due upon the Nabob’s Payment, accepted in the firft In- 
{tance by themfelves, in the Courfe of One Month: Upon the Faith of this 
Obligation, and their folemn Affurances, I confented to their being relieved 
from their Fetters, and myfelf left Fyzabad; but near Two Months having 
elapfed without my having either received the expected Payment, or any 
frefh Affurances that I could depend upon, I was conftrained to order them 
again into their former Situation, in which they have ever fince remained. 

‘ There ‘can be no Doubt that thefe Men have the Means of liquidating my 
Demands upon the Begum, had they the Inclination, fince they notorioufly 
poffefs in Truft all the Wealth of the Bhow Begum, or, which is the fame 
Thing, were the Inftruments of concealing ic; and when hard preffed they 
pledged themfelves, in Writing, to make good the Nabob’s Affignment in 
my Favour, whether or not the Begum fhould yield her Affent to it; my 
Demand, therefore, in the firft Inftance, is upon them. —For your Informa- 
tion 1 fend you enclofed authentic Copies of their two feparate Obligations, 
N° 1 and N° a, by which you will fee their original Acceptance of the Af- 
fignment, and their fubfequent Agreement to difcharge the Balance in One. 
Month after my Departure from Fyzabad; and to thefe I add a Copy of a 
Letter received Yefterday from the Vizier, authorizing and urging me to ufe 
every Means in my Power to enforce their Compliance. 

‘ I have therefore now to requeft that you will, in Perfon, attend the Pri- 
foners ; and having caufed thefe Papers to be read and explained to them, 
that you demand from them immediately a politive Anfwer, whether they 
will or will not nake good the faid Balance of 6,57,417. 13. 10; and upon 
receiving from them a negative or unfatisfaétory Reply, you will inform 
them that all further Negotiation being at aft End, they muft prepare for 
their Removal to Lucknow, where they will be called upon to anfwer, not 
only their recent Breach of Fgith and folemn Engagement, but alfo to 
atone, for other heavy Offences, the Punifhment of which, as has frequently 
been fignified to them, was in their Power to have mitigated by a proper Ac- 
quittal of themfelves in this Tranfaction. You will pleafe further to inform 
the Bhow Begum of thefe Inftructions ; and give her clearly to underftand, 
that thefe Proceedings againft her Agents, Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn, will 
in no Refpect whatever effect any Claim upon her, which I fhall continue to 
profecute by every Means in my Power, nor confent to the Removal of the 
Troops from Fyzabad as long as a fingle Rupee remains due. 

© You will inform me, as foon as poflible, of the Refult of your Demand 
upon the Prifoners, and the confequent Inthnation to the Begum; when I 
fhall furnith you with final Inftructions for your Conduct. 


« Lucknow, ‘(Signed) NATH* MIDDLETON, 
‘rt June 1782. . ; 


‘ To 
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¢ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


< Sir, 

¢ Agreeable to your Inftructions I went to the Prifoners Bahar and Jewar 
¢ Ally Cawn, accompanied by Hoolafs Roy, who read the Papers refpecting 
‘ the Balance now due, &c. &c. 

« In general Terms they expreffed Concern at not being able to difcharge 
¢ the fame without the Affiftance of the Begum, and requefted Indulgence 
‘ to fend a Meffage to her on that Subject, and in the Evening they would 
« give an Anfwer. 

‘ J wene at the Time appointed for the Anfwer, but did not receive a fatis- 
© factory one: In Confequence of which, I defired them to be ready, at the 
¢ fhorteft Notice, to proceed to Lucknow; and explained to them every Par- 
© ticular contained in your Letter of the sft Inftant refpecting them. 

‘ Yefterday Morning I fent for Lataffit Ally Cawn, and defired him to go 
¢ to the Bhow Begum, and deliver the Subftance of my Inflructions to her, ° 
¢ which he did, and returned with the enclofed Letter from her. From fome 
< Circumftances which 1 have heard To-day, I am hopeful the Prifoners will 
« foon think ferioufly of their Removal, and pay the Balance, rather than fub- 
« jeét themfelves to an inconvenient Journey to Lucknow. 

, ‘ I have the Honour to be, 
¢ Fyzabad, ¢ Sir, 
“ sth June 1782. ‘ Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
‘ (Signed) M. GILPIN, 
‘« Major Com*s.’ 





* To Major Martin Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. 


€ Sir, 

© I have been favoured with your Letter of the sth Inftant, informing me 
© of the Steps you had taken in confequence of my Inftructions of the 1ft, 
‘ and covering a Letter from the Bhow Begum, which is fo unfatisfactory thac 
¢ I cannot think of returning an Anfwer to it. Indeed, as all Correfpondence 
‘ between the Begum and me has long been ftopped, I requeft you will be 
« pleafed to inform her, that I by no Means with to refume it, or to maintain 
© any friendly Intercourfe with her, until fhe has made good my Claim upon 
¢ her for the Balance due. 

« I have now, in Conformity to my former Inftructions, to defire that the ° 
* Two Prifoners, Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn, may be immediately fent under 
« a fufficient Guard to Lucknow, unlefs, upon your imparting to them this In- 
‘ timation, either they or the Begum fhould actually pay the Balance, or 
* give you fuch Affurances or Security for the Affets, to be immediately forth- 
‘ coming, as you think can be relied upon; in which Cafe you will of courfe 
‘ fa ost the Execution of this Order. 

‘ I with you, Sir, to explain once more to the Prifoners the Imprudence 
« and Folly of their Conduét in forcing me to a Meafure which mult be at- 
¢ tended with Confequences fo very ferious to them, and that when once they 
‘ are removed to Lucknow, it will not be in my Power to fhew them Mercy, 
‘ or to ftand between them and the Vengeance of the Nabob. Advife them to 
* reflect ferioufly upon the unhappy Situation in which they will be involved 
« in one Cafe, and the Relief which it will be in my Power to procure them 
¢ in the other, and let them make their Option; but you will be careful to 
© convince them that this is the laft Application which will be made to them, 
* You will inform the Begum of thefe Inftructions. 

© I have nothing more to. add, but chat I rely greatly on your Abilities and 
« prudent Management for a fuccefsful [fue to this Bufinefs. You are already 
« informed that my immediate Object is the Recovery of the saa 
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from the Begum, as ftated in my Letter of the 1ft Inftant, and notwith- 
ftanding any Order I may give you, I defire you will confider yourfelf to 
poffefs a difcretionary Power to deviate from them as local Circumftances 


‘ may require, and, in fhort, to purfue, unreftricted, fuch Meafures as to your 


€ 
tf 


own Judgment fhall appear beft calculated to enfure the moft certain and 
fpeedy Accomplifhment of my Object. 


<« Lucknow, ‘J have, &c. 
¢ 9 June 1782. © (Signed) NATH". MIDDLETON.’ 


nx na a Aa A a 


a aA 


an A 


A anaanana vn A A HR a 


Aw 


¢€ 
¢ 





‘To N. Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Court of Lucknow. 


¢ Sir, 
: Indifpofition prevented my replying to your Letter of the gth Inftanr 
ooner. 
‘ I explained every Circumftance contained in your Letter to Bahar and 
Jewar Ally Cawn relative to them; and as I could not draw a fatisfactory 
Anfwer from them, I defired they would be ready to proceed to Lucknow 
on Monday Morning the 17th Inftant, and iffued Orders for a Detachment 
to be in Readinefs to efcort them. 
‘ Since which various Meffages and Plans for the Payment of the Balance 
were offered to me, both by the Begum and the Prifoners. 
‘ In all of which fuch a Length of Time was required by the Parties to dif- 
ae the fame, that I could not, conformable to your Inftructions, attend 
to them. 
‘ They urged my addreffing you on the Subjeé&, but I affured them it was in 
vain ; that I had already acquainted you they were to march on Monday, 
confequently it was not in my Power to keep them here any longer. 
Yefterday the Prifoners requefted to fee me, and in the Evening I went to 
them. 
‘ They informed me that the Begum was very defirous to pay the Balance, 
but at prefent it was not in her Power to do it in Money; but that fhe 
would ranfack the Zenanah for Kemcobs, Silks, Muflins, Cloths, 8c. &c. to 
that Amount ; and that fhe would even admit of a Deduétion from the An- 
sia agai that would be made her for Subfiftence in lieu of Her 
ire. 
‘ I defired them to advert to rhe murmuring that the Sale of Articles on 
former Occafion caufed, which they themfelves informed me of when I firft 
demanded Payment of the Balance, and tothe Reply I made them, which 
was, that a Gem To-day might be valued at 20,000 Rupees, yet if it was 
requifite to turn it into Cafh, it might not fell for Half the Sum To-mor- 
row; confequently, it was of no greater Value in Payment of that Nature 
than the Sum ir actually fold for. 
© That I was fure of the fame Circumftance in the prefent Cafe, and there- 
fore advifed them to urge the Begum for Payment in Cafh before Monday. 
‘ Iam yet hopeful that To-morrow will be a bufy Day. In the Morning I 
fhall fend to know what Time of the Day they will fee me, that I may bring 
the Officer commanding the Efcorr to take Charge of them, which will pro- 


" « bably hawe the defired Effect. 
« Fyzabad, ¢ I have the Honour, &c. 
“ath June 1782. ¢ (Signed) ‘MARTIN GILPIN, 


¢ Major Com‘s,’ 
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i : “rs Richar dj ‘ hnfon, Efquire, AG® Refident at the Court at 
A ¢ Lucknow. 


© After the moft urgent, Arguments, both to the Begum and the Prifoners 
© Bahar and Jewar Aly Cawn, for the Payment of the Balance, I found it 
+ was in vain to expect Money fram them, without ufing Severities I was not 
therefore (conformable to Mr. Middleton’s Inftructions) ordered the Pri- 
« foners to proceed to Lucknow, under a ftrong-Guard of Two hundred Men, 
commanded by Lieutenant Crow, and they marched from this on Tuefday 
* the 18th Inftant Two Cofs out of Town. 
¢ When they arrived at the Ground, I wrote to Lieutenant Crow, and de- 
« fired him to tell the Prifoners, if they would pay the Balance that I would 
« order them to return, and requefted he would explain the horrid Situation 
© they mult be in at Lucknow, probably for Life. 
¢ Lieutenant Crow could obtain no other Anfwer than it was not in their 


. + Power to‘do it; but they requefted I would tirge che Begum again for Pay- 


4 


a) 


«. ment, which I did, and had the following Anfwer : 
' € Releafe my Jaghire and my Cojahs, and then I will fell Goods to that 
s¢ Amount.” ~ 
< Next Morning the Prifoners marched to Begum Gunge, when Lieutenant 
¢ Crow begged them to confider their Situation, and offer Terms for Payment ; 
« that he would halt until he had an Anfwer from me; but they ftill declared 
© their Inability. 
« I fent again to the Begum, who returned me the fame Anfwer as before. 
¢ A Spy (that I had placed over the Prifoners, to attend to what Meffages 
* might pafs between them and the Begum) informed me, that on their Arrival 
« at Begum Gunge, they fent to the Begum, defiring her to confider that their 
¢ Situation grew more and more ferious, and urged ftrong Arguments to in- 
¢ duce her to pay the Balance; that if fhe did not, they muft at Lucknow di- 
¢ vulge every Secret to fave themfelves. 
¢ From this Meffage I had Hopes the Bufinefs would be fetrled, and I have 
© waited in anxious Expectations of hearing from her all Day. 
¢ The Cojahs one Day told me, that if I would pitch the Begum’s Camp 
« Equipage, and defire her to prepare for an immediate Journey, in all Pro- 
* ‘bability fhe would pay the Balance due; however, I would not venture to 
«take a Step’of that Kind without your Orders and Authority, which, give 
« me Leave to affure you, I fhall be happy to ‘receive, and thar I will execute 
* them with Pleafure. 
< I have the Honour to be, 


¥ « Sir, 
¢ Your moft obédient humble Servant, 
« Fyzabad, - (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
« aoth June 1782. a * Major Com*.’ 
' ‘4 
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ay thy . Fy Di ee ae, 
'e TS Major Martin Gilpia, Commanding at Fyzabad. 


¢ S) 
a | hare eBeived the Honour-af your Letter’of the goth. The Prifoners 
“ arrived here this‘Morning ; Lteutenant Crow has delivered them over to Cap- 
* tain Waugh, and returns to you in a Day or two. 
‘ I think their Hint to you a very Pg oae, and worth improving upon ; 
: ala the aa Be a "to poten mult gb to are Need other 
* Place, while her Palace js {fearched filt.she hi Treafure of the late Vizier, 
* it Hight po farther Sw om other Step that’ can‘ be immediately taken to- 
“ wards Rrocuring Payment of the Balance outitanding. 
« The Prifonerg. ate to be threatened with Severities To-miorrow, to make 
4 [Y] j ¢ thera 
I 


wu ae 


them difcover where the Balance «nay: bep Pp oe arable, othe Fear of which may 
poffibly have a good Effect, and the App erations of the Begum, left they 
fhould difcover the hidden. Treafure, may: iaduce’ he ie make you Tenders of 
Payment, which yoo may give any reafonable E Eicouragen ent to promote 
that may occur to you. say fo ae Oe 

© The Jaghire cannot be releafed to her on any other Terms, nor even to 
the Nabob, until the Five Lacks for-which.it.was granted: be paid up; and 
the Prifoners mult alfo be ‘detained until the full s5 ‘Lacks be liquidated ; 
confequently, nothing but the Fear of an Increafe "Demand upon Breach 


- of the Firft Engagement.on her Part will induce her to Prompt a 


*« Lucknow, ears As 1 have, fee. 
‘ 24th June 1782. aoe ‘ + (Signed) & “FOHNSON! 
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¢ to Richard Joo Efquire, Refident at the Court of ct 


a Sigg 
© This Morning 1 defired my Canes wont ad Pa one of the Be- 

; poms s Cojahs, and enquire after her Health ; that I had fuppofed fhe had 

orgot that I was here,'and the Bafinefs I was ordered upon, by not hearing 
« from ‘her fince the Prifoners went away. : 

‘ I defired him at the fame Time to enquire what Camp Equi age and Car- 
riage fhe: had for it, and judging the Co ae would enquire the Caufe of fuch a 
Queftion, I tepared him with a fuitable Anfwer, — 

© The Cojah took’the:Alatm as I withed, and defired to know the Reafon of 
fuch Enquiry : The Commandant (of whofe F idelity I have had long Expe- 
rience) replied, ** I do not know ; I was with the M jor this Morning, when he 
teceived an Exprefs from Lucknow, and, ag ing his Letters, he defired 
me to make Enquiry about the Begum’s Camp Equipage, écc. ; and he only. 
added, however difagreeable Orders might be, it was his Duty to obey. 
them.” 
_ £ This Evening the fame Cojah came to me, and told me, if I was at Leifure 
¢ in the Morning, he would be glad tofpeak with me. 
© From which I fhould imagine fhe has alfo taken the Alarm; and I ac- 
© quaint you with the Particulars, that fhould you think a Hint to ’ Bahar Ally 
© Cawn requifite-(from.whom fhe has Accounts Daily) that Orders were fent 
* to me refpecting the Begum, it might at this Jun ure increafe her Fears, 


and si, ae toa Speedy Iffue. 
a bare. she, Honour to be, 
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ly * et, © Sit, a 
a ‘Pyibes. eed am Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
o7th June 1784. , 5 Signet) Minka ht GILPIN, 
BOLE? oe eet ie, oe 8, a se « Major Com*.’ 





| ; | iy To Majer vi ; tin igi Caieadig at -Fys #abad. 


e Sin, | as. : 

2 Be! r OF } your tases of the sew Wekin, fincerely hope 
‘ your Endeevours at Kyzabad may meet with foine Succefs, as mine here with 
* the Priforers promife.werg litle, =. 0” 

* If oothing elfe wil].de, recourfe pert Be had’ (for which I have the Na- 

* bob’s Santtion) co putting ¢ Guard wo the Palace Gates of the Elder 
* Begum, and. Sraitciag ARG Ed anes # Hroritons for . a Day or he 
: OS ed oe a, ¢ taking 


a ee 
a 









Ay 


: raking Cate that no-real Injury be fuffered, only endeavowrlag to alarm by 
* every poffible Means, 


§ 


s 


‘ Lucknow, © fT have, &c. | 
© 4th July 1782, © ‘(Signed) R. JOHNSON’. 
nie esa ee TI SIR ESE AST REESE EENIOLOAD 
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¢ To Richard Johnfon, Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


¢ Sir, ae 

‘To give you a Relation of every Letter and Meffage that has paffed be- 
« tween the Begum and me fince my Letter of the 27th Ultimo, would be in- 
© truding on your Time to little or no Purpofe. 

‘ It 1s however neceflary to affure you, ast I have done and faid every 
© Thing that Imagination could invent or faggeft to induce her to pay the 
© Balance. . 

* One Day the gives me Reafon to & a Reconciliation and Payment, 
© the a8 fhe’ expreties her Poverty and fusbilley without her Jaghire to mort- 
© gage for it. | 

c n fhort, fhe is the moft obdurate of her Sex; and { fear 1 muft poft a 
* Company of sepoys at the old Lady’s Gate To-morrow, conformable to 
¢ your Letter of the 24th Fnftant. 

'¢ She has been fo told, that I ‘have the Orders by me to remove her, and 
¢ the declares the will put an End to her Exiftence rather than fuffer ic; but 
© thefe are Words of Courle in frer Situation. 

¢ The old Lady has offered me One Lack of Rupees to fend for the Prifoners, 
* to be paid in Twenty-four Hours after cheir Arrival at this Place. 

¢ { have the Hosur co be, 


Ay i? 


‘¢ Sir, 
¢ Fyzabad, * Your mok obedient humble Servant, 
* 6th July 1782. <qSigned) M. GILPIN, 
* 9 ¢ Major Com‘s.’ 


* 


ALLER ELLA ETE LORELEI TALLIED ETL ELEC, 


« To Major Martin Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. 


¢ Sir, 
¢ I am honoyred with yout Letter of the 6th. The Lack of Rupees offered 
~ € by the Begum, would be of little Confequence, if paid upon Condition of 
,* the Refkoration. of thé Prifoners, through whom alone the whole Balance can 
* be obtained, if it’is obtainable. Unlefs therefore they will pay it without 
* fuch Condition annexed, the Negotiation is fruitlefs. 
‘ I have this Day feat the Prifoners Word, that as they perfift in declaring 
« that they know of no fecreted or depofited Treafure in the Hands of the 
* Bhow um, excepting that, which they have paid to the Company ; and 
‘ further, that they poftels no Means of liquidating the Balance, which were 
¢ the only ne 20 for which I brought them from Fyzabad, and for the 
¢ Fulfilment of which I would jhave interceded for the Remiffion of their 
« Crimes againft the Compahy: But this Being row over by their Obitinacy, 
« I fhould now fend them to Chunar Gur, of which I gave them Four Days 
¢ Notice, char ag the were now about to be feparated for ever from their 
<« Principals, they, migh have no Opportutiity of communicating to them what- 
< ever might have to fay on fuch an Octafion. 
¢ This effage I now ma e- you acgimtinted with, that you may mention 
« their Departure froth hence for Chunar ia the fame Light to the Begum. It 
: aan may, have more Effet than ‘any Reftraint upon their Palaces at 
« Fyzabad; dor if they would give One Lack to have them returned to Fyza- 
< bad, they may poflibly give si 6: to fave them from a final Separation. 


¢ The 


r ‘ } 
ae 

¢ The precife Terms upow which they offered the Lack I do not clearly un- 
‘ derftand from-your Letter; «whether they ‘would. pive ig mertly to have their 
* Prifon at Fyzabad inftead of Lucknow, orwhethiy.athy Sort of Enlargemenc 
« is underftood by ir. In your furure Letters, when-y ‘mgation the Begums, 
« I thal) heobliged to you to diftinguith them'by'th npedibticn of the Bhow 
« Begum and the Elder Begum; the Firt is the Wife of Syjahil Dowla, the 
* latter his Mother. as ee 








“© Thave,-&&e. = as pf 
“€ Lucknow, “« (Signed) R, JOELNSO N.’ 
ee 


‘ gth July 1782, ‘ ; 
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‘¢ To Richard Johnion, Efguire, Refident at the’Court at Lucknow. 


Sit, 

¢ Finding every Effort to obtain the Balance fram the Bhow Begum fruit- 
<‘lefs, I refolved on pofting a Grenadier Company at the Gate of the Elder 
‘ Begum’s Palace, agreeable to the Tenor of your Letter of the qth Inftant, 
¢ which I did on the gth in the Morning, but gave them no other Orders than 
‘ to maintain their Poft in cafe of any Oppofition, and not fuffer armed Men 
* ro enter the Palace. 

* About an Hour after I had a Meffage from the Elder Begum, defiring me 
* to go there, which I did immediately. 

© I was conduéted into a little Room, fome Diftance from the Houfe, where 
« | ftayed about Six Hours, endeavouring to adjuft Matters with the Cojahs 
* [the Conveyancers of our feveral Mefiages] but returned without coming 
* to any Agreement. 

* All next Day was fpent in the fame Manner; but in the Evening the 
« Bhow Begum came to the following Agreement : 

« That I fhould write for the Prifoners Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn to be 
* fent back to Fyzabad. 


© That immediately on their Arrival the would deliver up all the Ready Gath . 


¢ fhe had, towards the Payment of the Six Lacks and a Half. aot 

* That what remained deficient, Goods fhould be fold to make good the 
‘ fame as foon as poffible. . 

‘ That Mr. Johnfon fhould nominate an Agent, who, with Bahar Ally 
‘ Cawn, fhould attend the Sales, or receive the Goods in Payment by their 
* Approvement. 

‘ That fhe agreed to deliver up every thing valuable in her Poffeffion, to 
“ make good the fame, which Bahar Ally Cawn only could come at. 

« That the Guard fhould be withdrawn, until Mr. Johafon’s Anfwer was 
« obtained. 

‘ That the Prifoners were (when the Balance was paid) to be enlarged. 

* In confequence of thefe Prdpofals 1 withdrew the Guard lait Night about 
‘ Ten @Clock. “a 

‘ I have every Reafon to believe the Bhow Begum will ftand to shis; and, 
« from every Information, I do not ‘believe we could come to a more fpeedy 
* Conclufion of this Bufinefs. + 

‘ Soon after I had withdrawn the Guard, I received your Letter of the gth, 
« and communicated the Contents to the Cojahs, whith will certainly have a 
< good Effect. “tt ote 

‘ Tt-was the Elder Begum ‘hat offered the Lack of Rupees to‘ be paid for 
« the Prifoners being returned to this Place, but it was to be confidered in 
« Part Payment of the Six Latks anda Half. ~ ->' > 

¢ J have the Honour to be, : 


¢ Sir, ee 
* Fyzabad, “| Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
< aith July 1782, « (Signedh MARTIN GILPIN. 
ke — 


< Major Comnianding.’ 
4 





3 © Major 
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: © Major Martin Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. 
¢ Sir, 

© Tam honoured with your Letter of the 11th. IT have no Objection to the 
¢ Begum’s Propofals for liquidating her Engagements, than that they are in- 
« definite in Period, and in fome Meafure as to the Means fhe is willing to 
© declare in her Poffeffion for the Balance, and that there is ro Sort of Hold 
¢ or Security for the Performance, beyond what I have poffeffed thefe Six 
* Months paft in vain—her Agreement, figned and fealed. 

« T therefore requeft you will deliver her the following Anfwer : That if 
‘ Promifes or Agreements, without other Security, were of any Valuc, the 
© prefent Trouble and Vexation fhe fubmits to, and has brought upon her- 
‘ felf, would have had no Exiftence; of courfe, that before I can in any 
¢ Shape alter my Plan of preffing, by evcry Means in my Powel, the Pay- 
‘« ment of the Balance, fhe mutt proc ce fome refponfible Security, which 1s 
¢ 
€ 





always attainable by a Depofite of the Cafh and Goods in the Fiands of 

fome truft-worthy Shroff, or other confiderable Perfon, who may thereby 

be induced to become refponfible for the Payment. 

« This done to my Satisfaction, and a Time fixed for the final Difpofal, at 
¢ Profit or Lofs, of the Goods, I am willing immediately to agree to and 
‘ complete every other Requifition which fhe has mace through you. 

© I before underftood that the Lack offered was in Part Paynieni of the Ba- 
© Jance; all I meant to afk, whether the Kunuchs were claimed to be enlarged 
¢ upon it, or only to be returned Prifoners to Fyzabad ? If the latter 1s the 
‘« Cafe, and that the Elder Begum will pay One Lack, and that at the 
‘fame Time their Prefence fhall appear abfolutely necefMfiry to take out or 
« difpofe of the Goods, &c. I will of courfe accept this Lack, which upon 
* this Footing, in a Two-fold Light, mutt accelerate the Bufinels. 

‘ | fuppofe you have learnt nothing further of the Effect upon the Bow 
‘ Begum, of the Threat of fending the Eunuchs to Chunar. 





© Lucknow, ‘ ] have, &c. 
© 7th July 1782. « (Signed.) R. JOHNSON.’ 





< (44) To Richard Johnfon, Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 
« Sir, 

‘ On Receipt of your Letter, I fent to acquaint the Bhow Begum that you 
‘ had agreed to the feveral Articles propofed by her, and that I requefted the 
¢ would either inake the Depofits, pay the Balance, or give the Security you 
« required for the fame. 

‘ In Reply to which fhe told me fhe could do nothing until the Cojahs were 
© releafed, and the Jaghire returned to her :—I urged every Argument in my 
‘* Power to get her to ftand to the fortner Agreement; but her final Anfwer 
fis, “© Releafe my Prifoners, and my Jaghire, ard the Six Lacks and a Half 
«© fhall be immediately paid.” 

© From thefe Circumftances, and being confirmed in Opinion that fhe 
‘ never would ftand to any other Agreement, 1 ordered (this Morning) Two 
‘ Companies of Sepoys to take Poft at the Begum’s Gate, as before:—Licu- 
‘ tenant Crow, who commanded the Party, took Poft at the Gate; but they 
‘ prefented at him, and told him they would fire if he advanced further :— 
‘ Lieutenant Crow, fecing a very numcrous Body of armed Men within the 
© Walls, advited me of it, and defired an immediate Reinforcement; on 
© which I ordered One Gun, and the Whole of my Second Battalion to tal.c 
© Poft with Lieutenant Crow , which they did accordingly. 

¢ The Number of armed Men in the elder Begum’s Palace, and the City 
© being alfo in Arms, I made a Requifition for One of Major Buchannon’s 
‘ Battalion (which croffed the Gogorah this Morning) to reinforce the Second 
‘ Battalion, which he readily complied with. 





(-%) This is One of the Letters produced by the Witnefs. 
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¢ Situation and Circumftances (too tedious at prefent to relate) made it alfo 
neceffary for Major Buchannon to march into the Fort with his other Bat- 
talion, on Account of the Cafh he had in the Rumnah, which might, in cafe 
of Extremities, ‘be loft. 

‘I have now to requeft your Orders refpecting my future Proceedings, for J 
fear fhe never will agree to any other Terms than as above, 

« Should her Forces attack the Guards round the elder Begum’s Palace, 
mutt I enter the fame, and extirpate them to a Man? 

© In cafe fhe will not come to any Alteration of Terms, am I to withdraw 
the Guard, or not? 

‘ I fhall keep Poffeffion of what I have until I hear from you, which I 
requeft may be as foon as poffible ; but if they do fire, we muft enter the 
Palace Walls in Self-defence, or give up the Object, which I imagine you 
never will do. 

‘ Both Begums agree to go out of the Palace, and fuffer the fame to be 


fearched by me, and to take whatever I may find towards the Payment of 
the Six Lacks and a Half. After fearching One Palace, the fame may be 
done by the Bhow Begum in the Fort: The Propofal is fair, and might 
probably turnout advantageoufly. 
T am, Sir, 
Your moft obed' 

* Fyzabad, ‘humble Serv', 

© arft July, MARTIN GILPIN, 
‘ £ paft 3 o’Clock, P. M. Major Com. 


© 1782. 





* To Major Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. 


. Sir, 

© T am juft honoured with a Letter from you, without Date, informmg me 
that the Bhow Begum now demands the Releafe of her Jaghire, and of the 
Prifoners, as Preliminaries to the final Adjuftment of the Ready Money 
Balance due from her. Her altering her Terms as foon as fhe perceived 
any Appearance of fmoothing her own Propotals, proves the Neceffity of 
my Caution in not trufting implicitly to her Promifes, and requiring fome 
Security for Performance upon her Behalf, previous to the Accomplifhment 
on my Side of her Claims. However, all Negotiations feems now out of 
the Queftion by the prefent new Demand of the previous Releafe of her 
Jaghire: She and her Agents made fo bad a Ufe of the Power and Force 
fhe poffeffed with the Jaghires during the late Troubles, to the almoft total 
Subverfion of the Nabob’s Government, joined with fo glaring an Oppofition 
to the Englifh Intereft, that neither Party can ever again confent to her be- 
ing replaced ina fo ie laa a Situation. 

‘ This Claim, therefore, is admiffible in no Extremity ; independent of 
which the Jaghire is the only real Security I poffefs for the certain Collec- 
tion, although in a dilatory Mode, of the 6 3 Lack due upon the Ready 
Money Payment, and almoft Three Lack and a Half upon a feparate Or- 
der of Five Lacks, payable from the refumed Jaghire, and the Poffeffion of 
the Prifoners and Palace are further Securities.—-Was I voluntarily to relin- 
quifh thefe, in Exchange for fome more Papers or Words of the Bhow 
Beguin’s, I fhould moft certainly throw the Company’s Affignments into a 
Rifk that I could never anfwer; and it is very little fhort of Certainty, that 
10 Lacks ef the Company’s Balance would by fuch Proceeding be irreco- 
verably loft. To thefe Prehminaries, therefore, I] can ‘by no Means affent ; 
and #f no Ready Money is to be procured from the Bhow Begum, or her 
Agents, I muft be fatisfied to remain in Poffeffion of the Palace, Prifoners, 
and Jaghire, and continue collecting by Degrees that which cannot be more 
fpeedily acquired. 

‘ With regard to Threats of Refiftance, they muft (as far as I may be able 
to judge at this Diftance) confift in mere Shew; if they did not think fit to 


«refit when they had between 7 and 10,000 armed Men affembled, and we 


aa “ not 
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not yet in Poffeffion of the Palace and' Avenues, there is very little Proba- 
bilicy of their attempting it when we are in full Occupation of the Town, 
Fort, and every Poft in it, and no armed Force on their Side but what is 
within their Garden Walls, which certamly cannot be many, as it has been 
One conftant Object of the Regiment, fince its Poffeffion of the Town, to 
prevent the Accumulation of armed Men im or near the Town. In fuch a 
Situation, it would be more than Madnefs were they to attempt the Attack 
#3 4 Battalions; nor could the Attack, if fueceeded in, be of any Benefit tu 
them. 
* The Propofal of evacuating one Place, and having it fearched, and then 
evacuating the next upon the fame Principle, is apparently fair.—But it ts 
well known, in the firft Place, that funk, bricked up, or otherwife, hiddea 
* Treafure is not to be hit upon in a Day, without fome Guide. I have, there- 
‘ fore, informed the Nabob of this Propofal; and, if the Matter is to be re- 
* duced to a Search, he will go himfelf with fuch People as he may poffefs for 
“« Information, together with the Prifoners; and when in Poffeffion of the 
‘ Ground, ‘by punifhing the Prifoners, or by fuch other Means as he may find 
‘€ moft effectual to forward a fuccefsful Search upon the Spot, he will avail 
 himfelf of the Propofal made by the Bhow Begum. 

‘ In Reply to the Two Queftions you ftate, firft, «Should her Forces at- 
«¢ tack the Guard round the Elder Begum’s Palace, muft I enter and extirpate 
“¢ them, to a Man?” And fecondly, ‘* If the will not come to any Altera- 
“« tion of Terms, am I to withdraw the Guard, or not?” 

* To both thefe I need only obferve, That the Object of diftreffing the Bhow 
‘ Begum, by a Guard upon her Palace Gate, is merely to obtain a Ready Money 
‘« Payment from her of a Balance due upon an accepted Affignment of the Na- 
bob’s upon his late Father’s Treafure. But this Ready Money, if not paid, 
is recoverable in the Courfe of a few Months upon the Jaghire in my Pof- 
feffion. It is therefore not worth proceeding to any Extremities beyond the 
One defcribed, upon fo refpectable a Family. But in Support of the Order, 
if the Servants of the Bhow Begum, or any other, attempt to drive off your 
Guard, they muft of courfe be fupported in their Stations, and the Affail- 
ants punifhed, repelled, and purfued, if they take any Road but the inner 
Parts of ‘the Palace. Thefe muft remain facred; and nothing can warrant 
any Entrance into them while we are at Peace with the Nabob Vizier, and 
only mean to tnforce a fpeedy, inftead of a dilatory Payment. The Affail- 
ants may entirely be repelled, and the Poft maintained without purfuing 
within the Walls, unlefs the Poft is totally commanded by Embrafures 
through a Parapet behind the Walls. In this Cafe, and they avail them- 
felves of their Cover to fire upon the Guard, it is advifable to take a more 
diftant and covered Station, fo as to diftrefs Accefs to and Egrefs from the 
Palace, which will anfwer every Purpofe required. J muft repeat, that no 
Extremity can warrant a forcible, or other Entrance, into the Palace, under 
the Circumftances that caufe the ftationing a Regiment at Fyzabad, which 
are merely to retain the Fort, and to teaze the Bhow Begum, if poffible, 
into Payment. And unlets, after the above Explanations, you deem the Pre- 
fence of the 23d Regiment abfolutely and indifpenfably neceffary to fupport 
your Guard, be pleafed, upon Receipt of this, not to delay its March into 
the Provinces. 
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‘« Lucknow, ‘J have, &e. 
© a2 July, 1782. « (Signed) R. JOHNSON,’ 





 (@) To Richard Johnfon, Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


¢ Sir, 
¢ The Sitwation of Affairs all Day Yefterday was very precarious, fo much 
fo, that by the Encreafe of Troops in the City, ] every Moment expected 
the ferious Scene to open. 
‘ The Bhow Beguin fent no Meffage al} the Day, which confirmed me in 
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Opinion fhe meant an immediate Attack; and in Confequence I was pre- 
pus in every Refpect, and gave the neceffary Inftructions to every Poft and 
arty. 
: Early in the Evening, the Bhow Begum fent to requeft I would fend my 
Commandant to her, which I readily complied with, but told him to tell 
her, ** That affembling fuch a numerous Force in the Town was need- 
lefs; that I had given Orders, in cafe of a fingle Shot from them, to en- 
ter the Palace, and put to Death every Man in Arms; that the Banarafs 
Maffacre was ftill freth in the Minds of the Officers and Sepoys; and that, 
notwithftanding the Orders I had given to fpare Women and Children, 
I could not expect much Delicacy would be obferved, if once they en- 
tered; I therefore recommended her to confider the critical Situation, and 
come to Terms.” 
‘ She gave me every Affurance that fhe wifhed for Peace and Quietnefs, 
but infinuated as much, that fhe was not abfolutely Miftrefs of her own 
Conduct ; and I have Reafon to fuppofe the Elder Begum was very defirous 
and anxious to begin an Engagement; nay, I am convinced, by various 
corroborating Circumftances, that fhe was refolutely bent, and firmly re-~ 
folved, to die ‘as fhe had lived, in a rebellious Blaze. 
‘ However, about 12 0’Clock at Night the Bhow Begum agreed to give 
up every Thing fhe had, to be difpofed of for the Payment of the Balance 
due, but that fhe could not get at the Jewels and other valuable Goods, 
until the Arrival of the Prifoners Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn; that as foon 
as they arrived the Things fhould be depofited. 
‘It is alfo, I believe, certain, that fhe never will agree to anv other Terms 
while fhe remains under the Roof of the Elder Begum. 
‘ Finding it was abfolutely impoffible to keep much longer from a ge- 
neral Engagement, and not having Orders to ftorm the Palace, or difarm 
the Troops (which, by the bye, would have been a bloody Scene) I ac- 
cepted thofe Terms, and withdrew the Guards, at the Requeft of the Begum ; 
and I now wait your Inftructions and Reply to my Letter of the arft. 
‘ T have further to add, that fhe has confirmed the Agreement by Let- 
ter this Morning, affuring me, be the Confequences what they will, fhe 


« has no other Mode of Payment; at the fame Time fhe expreffes much Sa- 


x 
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tisfaction thap this difagreeable Bufinefs is fo near adjufted. 
¢ The Twenty-third Regiment has by this been detained only one Day, as 
Major Buchannan could not poffibly have marched before the Twenty-fourth. 
He will now march from this the 25th. ' 

« I] have the Honour to be, 


» 4 


: Sir, Has 
‘ Your mott obedient . ya 
« Fyzabad, “ humble Servant, 
‘€ 23d July 1782. ‘MARTIN GILPIN, 


* Major Commanding.’ 





¢ To Major Martin Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. . . 


« Sir, 
¢ ] am honoured with your Letter of the 23d, and am much concerged that you 
did not wait the Anfwer to your firft Letter, before you withdrew the Reftraint 
placed upon the Begum, with fo fuccefstul an Appearance. You promifed 
in your Letter of the arft to hold what you had got, and to remain as you 
were; had you abided by this Engagement, you would have found, by my 
fubfequent private Letter, written the Day after my Reply to your Exprefs 
of the a1ft, the certain Succefs of the Plan which now is thrown further back 


‘ than ever; for, if I underftand your laft, an unlimited Amount are to be 
« delivered up, with a pofitive Agreement to releafe the Prifoners ; whereas, 
‘ before this laft Kffore on our Side (in which 1 do not learn that the fame 
¢ Station was occupicd that-was poffeffed on the firft Reftraint upon the Palace 
« Gate) the Elder Perum offered One Lack in Part Payment, for only tranf- 
‘ ferring the Prifoner: ; and afterwards, upon furrounding the Palace, the Bow 
‘ Bepum offered One Half of the Money down, -and the Remainder in Goods 
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(much preferable to the prefent Offer) which was refufed, becaufe fhe would 
give no Security for the Performance of her Offer, to obtain which you 

placed the Second Reftraint; and have now withdrawn them upon lefs favour- 

able Terms, and what we poffeffed in Hand from the Refult of the Firft 

Reftraint, and this at a Time when you had double the Force, One Lalf of 
which might have fcoured the Town of any armed Force it could contain, 

while the Remainder could fcarcely fail of maintaining its Poft urinterrupt 

edly round the Palace. From the Steps of Compliance immediately adopted 

by the Begum in her Overtures to the Shroffs at I jucknow, it ts felfevident 

(in Addition to the Conviction of her Ability, and other Arguments hazarded 
in my laft) that the could never mean to attempt an Attach upon your 
Poft.—But, dropping all ufelefs Difcuffion upon what ts paft, and of courfe 
remedilefs, I muft apply to her Offer through you, upon which you have 
now withdrawn the Guard; it is this, That if I refufed the fotmer ad- 
vantageous Tenders for Want of fome Security, I ftill more pofitively 
rejeG&t this, which is neither fo advantageous, and cqually unaccompa- 
nied with the leaft Shadow of Security, and burthened with a Demand 
of releafing her Agents as foon as what fhe may chufe to depofit fhall 
be declared. This, as the Begum has. dropped her lirll Terms, I now 
refufe to agree to, as I ought to have done then, when propofed as a Condi- 
tion upon the Payments; I always faid, that if through their Means the Com- 
pany’s Balance could be liquidated, it would give me an Opening to re- 
commend them to L.enity, and an eafy Difcharge from the Crimes they ftand 
accufed of, but to fiaulare fuch an Exchange, would be indecent on my 
Behalf, a Circumftance I had not before fufficiently weighed, but which I 
have now an Opportunity to eftablifh. Upan the Whole, therefore, the fol- 

lowing is the only Line for you to follow now: Firft, to prohibit throughout 
the Town any armed Men appearing in the Strects; and after due Notice 
given, to order conftant Patroles to execute it, and in cafe the Regulation is 
not fpeedily and ftridtly obeyed, to make Example of the Firt Offenders ; 
next to eftablith fuch Pofts, at fuch Diftances, as you fhall deem practicable 
and tenable to a Certainty, round the Palace, through which whoever fha}} 
pleafe may pafs from the Palace, but none return within it. Thus gra- 
dually, Once more, fora Third Time, re-eftablwhing the Firft Reftraint, and 
remaining in that Pofition, whatever may be the Refult of it (unlefs that if 
immediate full Payment or full Security, without Reftrictions and Stipulations 
on our Side) until the Guards fhall be ordered off. My Motive for fub- 
fcrihing this flow and quiet Method is founded imerely upon your Informa- 
tion oF the violent Intention of the Fldcr Begum, which fhe will have no 
Opportunity of carrying far by this Mode, as the Forces within the Palace 
cannot, or ought not, to be confiderable, for the Reafons affigned in my laft, 


founded upon the neceffary Precautions, that I cannot doubt has been ob- 


ferved to prevent armed Men going into the Palace. 

« J fhall have no Objections to transfer the Confinement of the Prifoners to 
your Camp at Fyzabad, when the Begum may return to any Terms that can 
be accepted, as I know their Prefence there may be of Ufe, although I 
alfo know that their being here is great Subje&t of Alarm to the Bhow 
Begum. 

‘ But I repeat, that fhould you again be able to re-eftablith yourfelf, as I hope, 
without any Struggle, which you mutt fee, from this and my laft, how much 
I with to avoid, that you upon no Account withdraw until the Propofals thall 
have been referred, and Time given for an Anfwer from hence, unlefs 
in the Cafe of full unconditional Submifion and Compliance from the 
Begum. 

¢ Jt is not rational to fuppofe that fhe will Jong fubmit to troublefome Re- 
ftraint, poffeffing the Means, as I know fhe does, for releafing herfelf; I 
therefore place great Reliance upon the Effect of your fulfilling the Spirit 
of thefe Directions. The Letter muft depend upon Circumftances, and your 


own Difcretion. 
‘ T have, &c, 
¢ Lucknow, ¢( Signed) R. JOHNSON,’ 
* asth July 1782. 
ean emma 
[Aa] ‘ To 
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* (#4) To Richard Johnfon, Efg; Refident at Lucknow. 


© Dear Sir, 
‘ I have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 31ft Ult*, which 


© makes it requifite for me to point out clearly to you the Impracticability of 
‘ maintaining the Poft at the Elder Begum’s Gate, in the Mode you prefcribe 
‘ in your Letter of the 22d Ule’. 

¢ The Elder Begum had affembled not lefs than Four thoufand Men in 
« the City, befides the whole Country was in Motion to her Affiftance. With 
« fuch a Force was it poffible for the Detachment to maintain the Poft at the 
« Gate, if they were not fuffered to enter the fame when fired upon, and put 
© the Whole to Death? 

‘Can it be fuppofed that Officers and Men will ftand tamely in a Street 
‘ when fired on, through Windows, Doors, Loopholes, &c. &c. which fur- 
©‘ round and command them, without exerting every Ability to deftroy that , 
‘ fecreted Enemy? and can 1t alfo be fuppofed that when fired upon, they 
‘ will fhamefully retreat, under the fcandalous Appellation of Cowardly Fel- 
‘lows? Epithets that might have been too juftly applied by the Begum’s 
‘¢ People, had the Attempt been made, and God forbid that I fhall ever live 
‘to hear fo fcandalous a Reflection thrown out on the Corps I command.— 
‘ J have had the Honour to ferve my King and Country near Twenty-four 
‘ Years, with the conftant Approbation of my Superiors; and can it be fup- 
« pofed, after fuch a Length of Service, that 1 wanted wantonly to throw away 
‘ a Reputation J have fo Jong laboured to obtain? which muft inevitably have 
© been the Cafe in the Eyes of every Military Man, had the Detachment been 
« ordered by me to retire to a more diftant Poft when fired upon, as you pre- 
© fcribe ?—What did the Governor General fay of the Attack of Ramnagu', 
‘ by the late Captain Mayaffre? and did not the whole World condunn 
¢ Lieutenants Stalkers, Scott and Symes, for not putting Cheyt Sing to snflant 
€ Death when the Attack was made on the Guard ? 

© Thefe were Circumftances that required due Attention on my fat, and 
¢ I do affure you, it did not appear poffible to have continued that (ard an 
‘ Hour longer withour an Attack from them, the Confequence of which 
¢ would, in all Probability, have been a more ferious Rebellion than that of 
¢ Cheyt Sing’s was, yet not in any Refpect fatal to this Detachment, for the 
© Orders I had given almoft enfured Succefs, in cafe of an Attack. 

¢ Situation and Circumftances (vifible to every Perfon here) made it :e- 
¢ quifite to withdraw the Guard the Moment the Begum requelted it, unlets 
‘ my Orders for extirpating every Man in Arms had been clear and pofitive, 
‘ and which, from the Tenor of your Letter, 1 never could expect to receive, 
‘as you fay, “ it is not worth proceeding to Extremities with fo refpectable 
ee a Family, &c.”—I am very happy, the Thirty-third Regiment was here, and 
¢ particularly fo, that Major Buchannan commanding ‘it, whofe Length of 
¢ Service and fteady Conduct has met with general Applaufe—his Sentiments 
¢ and mine coincided in every Particular. 

‘ J have now to anfwer your Letter of the 31ft, wherein you difapprove of 
‘ my withdrawing the Guard; a Circumftance that you imagine has caufed 
¢ the total Failure of this Bufinefs.—In Reply to which, give me Leave to 
© obferve, that the only Mode of paying the Balance, without going to Extre- 
¢ mities, is, in my humble Opinion, by that Agreement to all Appearance 
« made permanent. 

« She has promifed, in the moft facred Manner, to deliver up the Cah, 
© Jewels, &c. that fhe has in her Poffeffion to make good the fame. 

« Should fhe not ftand to this Agreement, my Promife to her of vifiting 
‘ the Elder Begum is void, and fhe of courfe becomes a State Prifoner in 
‘ the Fort, where every Reftraine that may be judged requifite can be more 
‘ eafily enforced than if fhe was at the Elder Begum’s 1n the City. I have 
‘ now to requeft, fince you have difapproved of the Agreement which ap- 
‘ peared to me the moft eligible and fecure, that you will draw up the 





(-‘%) This is One of the Letters produced by the Witnefs, 
I ‘ Terms 
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¢ Terms which are to be accepted of, and every Exertion in my Power fhall 
© be made to obtain them. 
«J am, Dear Sir, 
‘ Fyzabad, ‘ Your obedient humble Servant, 
© od Auguft 1782. ‘ (Signed) M. GILPIN.’ 





‘ To Nath’ Middleton, Efquire. 


¢ Sir, 

‘ I have the Pleafure to enclofe you Ten Bills of Exchange on the Bankers 
« at Lucknow, amounting to Fifty thoufand Rupees, on Account of the 
* Balance due from the Bhow Begum, which I received from the Prifoners Ba- 
“ harand Jewar Ally Cawn. 

‘ Hoolafs Roy is of Opinion that the Goods which I have received from the 
¢ Bhow Begum are well worth Four Lacks of Rupees, even allowing that they 
¢ fell greatly under their Value. 

‘ The Goods were to have left Fyzabad To-day, but owing to a continued 
« Rain I have delayed them until Choppers can be made for the Hackeries. 

‘ I have had a Paper War with the Elder Begum thefe Two Days ; fhe did 
‘ promife to lend One Lack to be paid to me, how farI fhall be able to fuc- 
« ceed I cannot yet fay; however, 1 am hopeful, even without her Affiltance, 
« that I fhall get all togethor between Five and Six Lacks on Account of this 
« Balance. 

‘ 1 am under Promife to the Begum of vifiting Lucknow with fuch Propo- 
¢ fals, that will, [ hope, enfure the fmall Balance that may remain, although 
¢ the Elder Begum fhould not affitt. 

¢ J have the Honour to be, 
© Fyzabad, ‘« Sir, 
* sth Septem’ 1782. « Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
. ‘ (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
© Major Commanding.’ 
al 


© To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


¢ Sir, 

‘1 am honoured with your Letter of the rsth, As it is not poffible I can 
liften to any Terms for the Begums before the final Difcharge of their 
conditional Agreement for ¢5 Lacks, your coming here upon fuch an 
Agency can only be Lofs of Time in completing the Recovery of the 
— of 6,55,000, for which your Regiment was fent to Fyzabad; T muft 
therefore defire you will leave no Efforts, gentle or harfh, unattempted to 
complete this before you move from Fyzabad, and I am very anxious that 
this fhould be as foon as poffible, as I want to employ your Regiment upon 
other emergent Service, now fuffering by every Delay. 


¢ Lucknow, © Thave, &cig 
« 17th Septem’ 1782. ‘ (Signed) N. MIDDLETON.’ 
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* Nathaniel Middleton, Efq; Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


« Sir, 
* Imperfect Health for fome Time paft, with a feverifth Complaint, and 
violent Head Aches, encreafing rather too faft, made it abfolurely neceffary 
for me to quit the unwholefome Air of Fyzabad many Days fooner than I _ 
cither intended or was prepared for, as a Change of Air and Medical Af- 
fiftance was now become neceffary. 
* | had the Pleafure to receive your Letter of the 17th, fince my Arrival 
here, the Dauk having miffed me on the Road. I have to affure you there 
will be no Time loft by my Journey to Lucknow, for I fancy the Balance 
that may remain, after the Sales of the Effects, will not be a Subject Mat- 
ter to detain the Regiment from the active Service you propofe for it; and 
my Prefence, on this Occafion, is alfo requifite ac Lucknow, to provide the 
neceffary Stores for a Campaign. My Stay at Lucknow will be very fhort, 
if my Health will admit of an immediate Return; it is a Place I have 
neither Inclination to vifit, or Bufinefs to delay. me long at. 


A aaa 


« J have the Honour to be, 
© Deriabad, ¢ Sir, 
Septeni’ 2oth 1782, ‘ Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
¢ (Signed.) MARTIN GILPIN. 


mn 


« N. B. Lieut. Brown, with the Effects, marched from Fyzabad the 
«17th, and I hope he will arrive with you by the 20th or aft,’ 





o 


* To Nathaniel Middleton, Efq; Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


« Sir, 
* The enclofed Letter from the Bhow Begum, is in Reply to yours which 
I delivered on my Return to this Place, 
* She obferves to me, that her Situation is truly pitiable, her Eftate fequeft- 
ered, her Treafury ranfacked, her Cojahs Prifoners, and her Servants de- 
ferting daily from her for Want of Subfiftence. That fhe has folicited the 
Loan of Money to fatisfy the Demands of the Company from every Perfon 
that fhe imagined would or could affift her with any: But the Opulent will 
not liften to her Adverfity. She did hope the Wardrobe that was fent to 
Lucknow might have fold for at leaft One Half of the Company’s Demands 
on her: But even Jewelry and Goods, fhe finds (from woeful Experience) 
lofes its Value the Moment it is known they came from her. 
‘ That fhe has now folicited the Loan of Cafh from Almafs Ally Cawn; and 
if fhe fails in this Application, fhe has no Hopes of even borrowing a Sum 
equal to the Demand. 
© She thanks you kindly for your Friendfhip towards her ; and hopes ‘you 
will lay the Copies of thofe original Letters, which I gave you to read, be- 
fore the Honourable the Governor General and Supréme Council, to con- 
vince them that the Information they received refpecting any rebellious Prin- 
ciples on her Part, at the Time of Cheyt Sing’s, was wicked, and without 
Foundation.  & 
“ The above, Sir, @s the Subftance of Converfation, on her Part, to the 
urging Arguments which I have ufed to obtain the Balance. 
‘ ] have the Honour to be, 
« Camp at Fyzabad, « Sir, 
« 19th October, 1782. - « Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
« (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
Major Commanding.’ 
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John Briftow, Efquire, Refident at his Excellency the Naboo Vizier's 
\ 


‘ Court. 


* Sir, . 
* At the Requeft of the Bhow Begum, I have the Honour to inclofe you 
her Letter of Congratulation on your Appointment to, and Arrival at, his 
* Excellency the Nabob Vizier’s Court :—A Circumftance that has given her 


© real 


Satisfaction; and fhe hopes, from your former Friendfhip, to engage 


« your Intereft, and obtain the Jaghire taken from her laft Year. 


© J have the Honour to be, 


* Camp at Fyzabad, « Sir, 
©a7th October 1782. « Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
“ (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 


& 
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£ Major Commanding.’ 


From her Excellency the Bow Begum to Mr. Briftow, Refident at the 
© Vizier’s Court. 


« There is no Neceffity to write to you, by Way of Information, a De- 
tail of my Sufferings; from common Report, and the Intelligence of 
thofe who are about you, the Account of them will have reached your 
Fars, I will here relate a Part of them. 

‘ After the Death of Sujah Dowlah, moft of his ungrateful Servants 
were conftantly labouring to gratify their Enmity; buc, finding from 
the firm and fincere Friendfhip which fubfifted between me and the 
Englith, that the Accomplifhment of their Purpofes was fruftated, they 
formed the Defign of occafioning a Breach in that Alliance to enfure 
their own Succefs; I muft acquaint you that my Son, Afof ul Dowlah, 
had formerly threatened to feize my Jaghire, but upon producing the 
Treaty figned by you, and fhewing it to Mr. Middleton, he interfered,, 
and prevented the impending Evil.—-The Confpirators now framed an 
Accufation againft me, of a Condu& which I never had conceived, ewen 
in Idea, of rendering Affiftance to Raja Chait Sing. The Particulars 
are as follows:—My Son, Afof ul Dowlah, and his Muinifters, with 
Troops, and a Train of Artillery, accompanied by Mr. Middleton, of 
the 16th of the Month of Mohurum, arrived at Fyzabad, and made a 
Demand of a Crore of Rupees; as my Inability to pay fo vaft a Sum 
was manifeft, I produced the Treaty you figned and gave me, but to no 
Effect, their Hearts were determined upon Violence; I offered my Son 
Afof ul Dowlah, whofe Will is dearer to me than all my Riches, or 
even Life itfelf, whatever Money and Goods I was poffeffed, but an 
amitable Adjuftment feemed not worth accepting. He demanded the 
delivering up the Fort, and the Recall of the Troops that were ftationcd 
for the preferving the Peace of the City. To me Tumult and Difcord 
appeared unneceffary: I pave up thefe Points; upon which they feized 
ny Head Eunuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn, and Bahar Ally Cawn, and fent 
them to Mr. Middleton; after having obliged them to fign a Bond for 
Sixty Lacks of Rupees, they were thrown into Prifon, with Fetters about 
their Feet, and denied Food and Water. I who had never, even in my 
Dreams, experienced fuch an Oppreffion, gave up all I had to preferve 
my Honour and Dignity: But this would not fatisfy their Demands, 
they charged me aick a Rupee and a Halt Batra uponeach Mohur; and 
on this Account laid Claims upon me to the Amount of Six Lacks fome 
Thoufand Rupees, and fent Major Gilpin to exact the Payment; Major 
Gilpin, according to Orders, at firft was importunate; but being a Man 
of Experience, and of a benevolent Difpofition, when he was convinced 
of my Want of Means, he changed his Conduct, and was willing to ap- 
ply to the Shroffs and Bankers to lend me the Money ; but with the Lols 
of my Jaghire my Credit was funk—I could not raife the Sum: Act laft, 
feeling my helplefs Situation, I colleéted my Wardrobe and Furniture, 
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to the Amount of about Three Lacks of Rupees, befides Fifty thoufand 
Rupees, which I borrowed from one Place or other, and fent Major 
Gilpin with ic to Lucknow. My Sufferings did not terminate here. 
The Difturbances of Colone] Hannay and Mr. Gordon were made a Pre- 
tence for feizing my Jaghire. The State of the Matter is thus: When 
Colonel Hannay was by Mr. Haftings ordered to march to Benares, 
during the Troubles of Chevt Sing, the Colonel, who had plundered the 
whole Country, was incapable of proceeding ; from the Union of Thou- 
{ands of Zemindars, who had feized this #vourable Opportunity, they 
haraffed Mr. Gordon near Junivarra, and the Zemindars of that Place 
and Acberpore oppofed his March from thence, till he arrived near Tan- 
da. Asthe Tanda Nulla, from its overflowing, was difficult to crofs 
without a Boat, Mr. Gordon fent to the Fouzdar to fupply him. He 
replied, the Boats were all in the River, but would, according to Or- 
ders, affift him as foon as poffible. Mr. Gordon’s Situation would not 
admit of his waiting ; he forded the Nulla upon his Elephant, and was 
hofpitably entertained and protected by the Fouzdar for Six Days. In 
the mean Time a Letter was received by me from Colonel Hannay, de- 
firing me to efcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad. As my Friendfhip for the 
Englith was always fincere, I readily complied, and fent fome Compa- 
nies of Nejeebs to efcort Mr. Gordon and all his Effects to Fyzabad, 
where, having provided for his Entertainment, I effected his Junction 
with Colonel Hannay. The Letters of Thanks I received from both 
thefe Gentlemen, upon this Occafion, are ftill in my Poffeffion; Copies 
of which I gave in Charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr. 
Middleton, that he might forward themto the Governor General. To 
be brief, thofe who have loaded me with Accufations are now clearly 
convicted of Falfehood: Bur is not it extraordinary, that, notwith- 
ftanding the Juftnefs of my Caufe, that nobody relieves my Misfor- 
tune. Why did Major Gilpin return without Effect ? 

¢ My Prayers have been conftantly offered to Heaven for your Ar- 
rival; Report has announced it, for which Reafon I have taken up 
the Pen, and requeft you will not place implicit Confidence in my Ac- 
cufers; but, weighing in the Scale of Juftice their Falfehoods and my 
Reprefentations, you will exert your Influence in putting a Period ta 
the Misfortunes with which I am overwhelined.’ 
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¢ Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar Ally Gawn and Bahar 
‘Ally Cawn. 


‘ I had the Pleafure to receive your friendly Letter, fraught with Be- 
¢ nevolence; and whatever Favours you, my Friends, have been pleafed 
© to confer refpecting Mr. Gordon, afforded me the greateft Pleafure. 

¢ Placing a firm Reliance on your Friendfhip, I am in Expectation 
© that the aforefaid Gentleman, with his Baggage, will arrive at Fyzabad 
¢ in Safety, that the fame may oblige and afford Satisfaction to me. 

¢ A Letter from Mr. Gordon is enclofed to you; I am in Expectation 
‘ of-it being enclofed in a Cover to the Aumil of Taunda, to the End 
« that the Aumil may forward it to the above-mentioned Gentleman, and * 
‘ procure his Replv. Whenever the Anfwer arrives, let it be delivered 
« to Hoolafs Roy, who will forward it to me. ; 

‘ Always rejoice me by a few Lines refpecting your Health; continue 
‘ to honour me with your Correfpondence.’ 


« Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar and Behar Ally 
« Cawn. 


« Cawn Saib, my indulgent Friends, remain under the Protection of 
© God. 
‘ Your friendly Letter, fraught with Kindnefs, accompanied by an 


‘ honorary Letter from the Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity, and en- 
6 « clofed 
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clofed a Letter from Mr. Gordon, fent through your Hircarrahs, obli ged 
and rejoiced me, 

* With refpect to what you communicate regarding your not having 
received an Anfwer to your friendly Epiftle, 1 became perfeétly alto- 
nifhed, as a Reply was written from Mohdeu. It may be owing to the 
Danger of the Road that it never arrived, not to the {malleft Neglect 
on my Side (or of mine). 

‘ I now fend Two Letters in Anfwer to yours, One by the Dauk Peo- 
ple, and the Second by One of my Hircarrahs (who will prefent them 
to you) which you certainly will receive. 

« J am extremely well contented and pleafed with the Friendthip you 
have fhewn. 

‘ You wrote me to remain perfectly eafy concerning Mr. Gordon; ve- 
rily, from the Kindnefs of you, my indulgent Friends, my Heart is quite 
eafy. You alfo obferved and mentioned, that as Mr. Gordon’s coming, 
with thofe attached to him (probably his Sepoys and others) might be 
attended with Difficulty, if I approved he fhould be invited alone to 
Fyzabad: My Friends, 1 place my Expectation entirely upon your 
Friendfhips, and leave it to you to adopt the Manner in which the 
faid Gentleman may arrive in Security, without Moleftation, at Fy- 
zabad ; but at the fame Time let the Plan be fo managed, that it may 
not come to the Knowledge of any Zemindars; in this Cafe you arc 
Men of Difcernment. However he isto come to Fyzabad, extend your 
Affiftances and Endeavours. 

© Jt js probable that the Begum Saib, of high Dignity, has received 
Intelligence from the Camp at Benares. Favour me with the Contents 
or Purport. 

« From Mr. Gordon’s Letter, I underftand that Mirza Imacum Balifh, 
whom you difpatched thither [Taunda] has and ftill continues to pay 
great Attention to that Gentleman, which affords me great Pleafure. 

* An Anfwer to the Begum’s Letter is enclofed ; oblige me by caufing 


it to be prefented. I alfo fend a Letter for Mr. Gordon, which pleafe 


te forward.’ 


¢ An Addrefs from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. 


¢ Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity and Generofity, &c. whom God 
preferve, &c. 

¢ Your exalting Letter, fraught with Grace and Benevolence, thar, 
through your unbounded Generofity and Goodnefs, was fent through 
Grace and Favour, J had the Honour to receive in a fortunate Mo- 
ment; and whatever you were pleafed to write refpecting Mr. Gor- 
don, that at this Time the fhort-fighted and deluded Riots had car- 
ried their Difturbances, and ravaged beyond all Bounds, Mr. Gor- 
don’s coming with his whole People (or Adherents) might be at- 
tended with Difficulty ; and therefore, if I chofe, he fhould be invited 
to come alone. Now, as your Highnefs is the beft Judge, your faith- 
ful Servant repofeth his moft unbounded Hopes and Expectations 
upon your Highnefs, that the aforefaid Mr. Gordon may arrive at Fy- 
zabad without any (Apprehenfion or) Danger, I fhall be chen ex- 
tremely honoured and obliged. 

¢ Confidering me in the Light of a firm and faithful Servant, conti- 
nue to honour and exalt me by your Letters. 

& What further can I fay ?’ 


€ A Copy 
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‘ A Copy of an Addrefs from Mr, Gordon to the Begum. 


; Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity and Generofity, whom God pre- 
© ferve. 

‘ After prefenting the ufual Profeffions of Servirude, &c. in the cuf- 
© tomary Manner, my Addrefs is permitted. 

‘ Your gracious Letter, in Anfwer to the Petition of your Servants 
© from Goondah, exalted me—From the Contents, I became unfpeaka- 
‘ bly impreffed with the Honour it conferred. May the Almighty pro- 
« tect that Royal Purity, and beftow Happinefs, Increafe of Wealth, 
© and Profperity | 

‘ The Welfare of your Servant is entirely owing to your Favour and 
« Benevolence. 

‘ A few Days have elapfed fince 1 arrived at Goondah with the Co- 
© Jonel Saib. 

¢ This is prefented for your Highnefs’s Information. 1 cherifh Hopes 
‘ from your Generofity, that, confidering me in the Light of One of 
‘ your Servants, always continue to exalt and honour me with your 
© gracious Letters. 

© May the Sun of Profperity continually fhine!” 


© Copy of a Letter to Mahumed Jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally 
€ Cawn, from Mr. Gordon. 


* Sirs, my indulgent Friends, remain under, &c. &c. 

© After Compliments. I have the Pleafure to acquaint you, that Yef- 
‘ terday, having taken Leave of you, I paffed che Night at Moor- 
‘ gunge, and next Morning, about Ten or Eleven o’Clock, through your 
« Favour and Benevolence, arrived fafe at Goonda—Meer Aboo Bukhh, 
‘ Zemindar, and Meer Ruftum Ally, accompanied me. 

‘ To what Extent can I prolong the Praifes of you, my beneficent 
‘ Friends? May the Supreme Being, for this benign, compaffionate, 
« humane Action, -have you in his Keeping, and incireafe your Profpe- 
‘ rity, and fpeedily grant me the Pleafure of an Interview! until which 
¢ Time continue to favour me with friendly Letters, and oblige me by 
* any Commands in my Power to execute. 

« May your Withes be ever crowned with Succefs! 

* My Compliments, &c, &c. &c.’ 


‘ Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay tq Jewar Ally Cawn 
« and Bahar Ally Cawn. 


¢ Cawn Saib, my indulgent Friends, remain under the Protection of 
¢ the Supreme Being. 

‘ After Compliments, and fignifying my earneft Defire of an Inter- 
‘ view, I addrefs you. 

© Your friendly Letter, fraught with Kindnefs, I had the Pleafure to 
‘ receive in a profperous Hour; and your inexpreffible Kindnefs, in 
‘ fending for Meer Naffar Ally with a Force to Taunda, for the Purpofe 
* of conducting Mr. Gordon with all his Baggage, who 1s now arrived 
© at Fyzabad. 

‘ This Event has afforded me the moft exceffive Pleafure and Satis- 
‘ faction. May the Omnipotent preferve you my fteadfaft firm Friends ! 

‘ The Pen of Friendfhip itfelf cannot fufficiently exprefs your Gene- 
© rofity and Benevolence, and that of the Begum of high Dignity, who 
‘ fo gracioufly has interefted herfelf in this Matter. Inclofed is an Ad- 
‘ drefs for her, which pleafe to forward. I hope, from your Friendfhip, 
‘ until we meet you will continue to honour me with an Account of your 
* Health and Welfare. 

© What further can I write ?” 
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* To John Briftow, Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


¢ Sir, 
¢ Laft Night, about Hight o’Clock, the Women in the Khourd Mahl Zena- 
ma, under the Charge of Letaffur Ally Cawn, affembled on the Tops of the 
Buildings, crying in a moft lamentable Manner for Food ; that for the laft 
Four Days they had got but avery {canty Allowance, and that Yefterday 
they had got none, 
¢ The melancholy Cries of Famine are more eafily imagined than defcribed, 
and from their Reprefentations I fear the Nabob’s Agents for that Bufinefs 
are very inattentive ; I therefore think it requifite to make you acquainted 
with the Circumftanee, that his Fxcellency the Nabob may caufe his Agents 
to be more circumfpect in their Conduct towards thefe poor unhappy 
Women. 

‘ ¢ I have the Honour to be, 
¢ Sir, 

‘ Fyzabad, “ Your moft obedt humble Serv’, 

© 30th Odtob’ 1782, ¢ (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
© Major Comm.’ 
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¢ To Major Martin Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. 


¢ Sir, 
¢ I have received your Letrers of the 12th, rgth, 27th, and joth Ultimo. 
« IT communicated the Contents of that of the 30th to the Minifter, who 
promifed me to iffue Orders for the Payment of a Sum of Money to relieve 
the Diftrefs of the Khourd Mahl. I fhall alfo forward a Bill for Ten 
thoufand Rupees to you, in the Courfe of Three or Four Days; and if in 
the mean Time you may find Means to fupply to the Amount of that Sum, 
I will become perfonally refponfible to you for the Re-payment. 
¢ | thall anfwer the Begum’s Letter, when I may be able to fpeak with any 
Certainty on the Points relative to which fhe writes me. I hope to this alfo, 
in the Courfe of Three or Four Days, and requeft you will make my Re- 
f{pects, and inform her of my Intentions. 
¢ You will continue to act conformable to any Inftructions occafionally tranf- 
mitted to you by Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfon. 


* ] have the Honour to be, 
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¢ Sir, 
« Lucknow, © Yours, &c. 
€ 4&h Novem’ 3782. ‘(Signgd) JOHN BRISTOW, 


© Res’ at the Vizier’s Court,’ 


«To John Briftew, Efquire, Refdent at the Court at Lucknow. 


* Sir, 
‘ The repeated Cries of the Women in eye Khourd Mahi Zenana, for 
¢ Subfiftence, has been truly melanchely.: 
‘« They beg moft pitcoyfly for Liberty, that they may earn their daily Bread 
* by laborious Servitude, or to be relieved from their Mifery by immediate 
¢ Death. 
« In confequence of their unhappy Situation, I have this Day taken the L1- 
* berty of drawing on you in favour of Ramnarain, at Ten Days Sight, for 
Cc] © Twenty 
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Ywenty Son Kerah Rupees; Ten thoufand which I have paid to Cojah La- 
tafat Ally Cawn, under whofe Charge that Zenana is. 
** Thavethe Honour to be, 


¢ Sir 
¢ Your moft obed't humble Serv’, 
‘'Camp at Fyzabad, (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
© 35 Novem’ 1782. © Major ‘Commands.’ 
o 7 





‘¢ To John Briftow, Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


¢ Sir, 

‘ Before my Return to Fyzabad, the Bhow Begum had replied to his Ex- 
cellency the Nabob Vizier’s Letter; the Contents of which I imagine he 
would communicate to you. 

‘ The elder Begum I underftand (from Report only) never intends to put 
Pen to Paper to him again. 

© What Probability there may now be of ever oe the Balance from 
the Begum, you, from her Letter to the Nabob, will be beft able to judge; 
but I am clearly of Opinion, that whilft her Eunuchs, Behar and Jewar Ally 
Cawn, remain Prifoners, and the Battalions continue here with any Reftraint 
on her, that fhe never will agree to pay a further Sum on the Score required ; 
and indeed it appears to me only recoverable by moderate Means, If the 
Prifoners were releafed, and the Troops withdrawn from her, I fancy fhe 
would, in a fhort Period, enter into a Negotiation with you ; and on certain 
Terms be induced to pay the Sum wanted. 

‘ Enclofed I fend you the Copy of a Letter which I received this Morn- 
ing from her. The Circumftances of her Servants quitting her for Want 
of Subfiftance is very certain and public; and whether real or fictitious, I 
will not take upon me to determine; but I judge it neceffary to make you 
acquainted with the Circumftance. 

‘ I have the Elonour to be, &c. 
© Fyzabad,, ¢ (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
© 18 Nov’ 1782. ‘* Major Commandé.,’ 





To Major Martin 'Gilpin,:Commanding at Fyzabad. 


¢ Sir, 

‘ I do myfelf the Pleafure to:enclofe you a Duplicature of aLetter that will 
be delivered to you by Affrien Ally Cawn. As it may be fome Days before 
he will arrive at Fyzabad, and the Enlargement of the Begums Eunuchs has 
been refolved upon, it appears neceffary that it fhould be delayed; you 
will therefore immediately releafe Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, 
for whom, and the Begum, I fhall fend you Letters by To-morrow Night’s 
Dawk. 

© You will, in the mean Time, continue your Solicitation for the Balance 
due to the Vizier; and fhould you receive any Money on this Account, 
tranfmit it under a proper Efcort to Lucknow. 

‘ I am happy to inform you, that the Begum is highly pleafed with your 
Treatment of herfelf and Eunuchs ; and I fhall not -fal, in’ my Letter, to 
exprefs the Senfe I entertain of your Conduét. 


« Lucknow, « (Signed) | JOHN BRISTOW.’ 
«the ad Decem’ 1782. 
EAE EE LT ET EIT TATRA ISO 
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© Major Martin Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. 


‘¢ Sir, 
‘© T received your Letters of the rgth and 18th Ultimo. 
‘ The Vizier having thought prope: to exprefs his Pleafure, that the Begum 


« fhould be relieved from the Reftraints under which her Servants have been 
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laid, I notify the fame to you, and inform you, there is no further Occafion 
on a Services of the Troops under your Command ftationed at Fy- 
zabaud. 
© Previous to your Departure, you will deliver over Charge of the Fort of 
Fyzabad to Auffreen Ally Cawn, or fuch Perfon as he may appoint to receive 
it, and to whom you will alfo explain any other Matters neceffary for his In- 
formation. You will releafe the Begum’s Eunuchs, Behar Ally Cawn and 
Jewar Ally Cawn, from Confinement, and you will deliver the Artillery, 
Ammunition, and Stores under your Charge, belonging to the Vizier, to 
Lullmun Shogul, the Aumil of Gonda, or the Agent or Agents he may 
appoint. 
‘ You will oblige me by the Communication of any Particulars relative to 
the Tranfactions at Fyzabad, which you think will enable the Vizier to effect 
the Recovery of the Balance {till remaining due on Account of the Begum’s 
Engagement. 
© Permit me to convey to you his Excellency’s Satisfaction at your Conduct 
m the Difcharge of your Duty at Fyzabad. 

‘ (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW.’ 

‘ Lucknow, 

« the 2d Decem’ 1782. 





© To John Briftow, Efquire, Refident at the Court at Lucknow. 


« Sir, 

¢ I have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the ad Inftant, and 
in confequence immediately enlarged the Prifoners Behar Ally Cawn and 
Jewar Ally Cawn from their Confinement—a Circumftance that gave the 
Begums and the City of Fyzabad in general the greateft Satisfaction. 

‘In Tears of Joy, Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn expreffed their 
fincere Acknowledgments to the Governor General, his Excellency the Na- 
bob Vizier, and to you, Sir, for reftoring them to that invaluable Blefling, 
Liberty, for which they would ever retain the moft grateful Remembrance ; 
and at their Requeft I tranfmit you the inclofed Letters. 

« | have the Honour to be, 


¢ Sir, 
¢ Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
© Fyzabad, « (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
“ 5 Decem’ 1782. © Major Commands.’ 





* Copy of a Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Briftow. 


* Dear Sir, 
© I with you had been prefent at the Enlargement of the Prifoners. The 
quivering Lips, with the Tears of Joy ftealing down the poor Men’s Cheeks, 
was a Scene truly affecting; and, as Triftram Shandy juftly obferves, fit only 


¢ for a Sentimental Traveller. 


€ 


« If the Prayers of thefe poor Men will avail, you will, at the laft Trump, be 
tranflated to the happieft Regions in Heaven. 
‘lam, &c. 
* Fyzabad, «(Signed) M. GILPIN.’ 
* § Decem’ 1782, 
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NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


When-was you firft appointed tg the Refidency of Oude ? 

The Beginning of 1777. 

When was you recalled to the Prefidency ? 

I think I refigned my Station at the End of 1779, to the beft of my Recollection, and 
I was re-appointed in October 1780. 

Upon what Account did you refign that Situation? 

With an Intention of returning to Europe. 


Are you fure that was your fole Mative ? 


¢ 


- And the Queftion being objected to ; 
The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 


He was afked, 


Had you any other Motive for quitting the Refidency of Oude, befides your Intention 
of returning to Europe ? 

That is the only Motive I ever affigned.——As to giving any other Reafon, I hope the 
Committee will indulge me with Permiffion to decline giving any other Anfwer. 

Did you come to Europe in confequence of that Intention? 

J did not. 

Who went up to Oude, to fucceed you in that Refidency ¢ 

Mr. Purling. 

Was there no intervening Perfon? 

Mr. Hofea went up there, with an Expectation of getting the Appointment, but did not 
fucceed. a 


Did Mr. Hofea go to Oude to folicit an Appointment from Calcutta ? oo 

I left Oude before Mr. Hofea arrived there, and therefore I cannot fay whether he did 
or not. 

Is it ufual for Perfons to go to Oude to folicit Offices which are granted by the Governor 
General and Council at Calcutta ¢ 

] fhould apprehend not. 

What made Mr. Hofea go to Oude? 

It is impoffible for me to fay. 

Have you never heard upon what Grounds, and for what Reafons, Mr. Hofea went to 


Oude? 
I have heard a great deal more than my Refpect for this Committee will allow me to 


detail. 
What Circumftances are they ia general which make that Detail unfit to be told to this 


Committee ? . . 
One is, that I heard that Mr. Hofea went up there at the Defire of Sir Eyre Coote, with 


a Promife that he would procure him the Appointment of Refident: I cannot {ay whether 
this was true or not, nor do I know whether Mr. Hofea had any otties Foundation for 


proceeding to Oude. a 
Do you know with whom Sir Eyre Coote was to negociate the Conclufjon of Mr. Hofea’s 


Appointment at Oude? 
1 heard it was with the Council at Calcutta, from whom alone he could obtain the Ap- 


pointment. 
Was not Sir Eyre Coote himfelf a Member ef that Council ¢ 
was. 


Was it in Mr. Francis he confided to name him to that Office ? . 
I cannot fay; there were other Members of the Council befides Mr. Francs. 
W4s 
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Was it not in Mr. Elaflings he confided to appoint him? 
I really cannot fay ; I do not know. 


Has not Mr. Haftings frequently declared, that he confidered the Nomination of a Refi- 
dent as {pecially belonging to him as Governor General ? 

I think I have feen upon Record fomething to that Tendency, but I never heard him 
declare any fuch Thing. 


Did not Mr. Hofea actually continue in the Office for fome Days, and execute fome of 
the Duties of it? 


I was abfent the greateft Part of the Time Mr. Hofea was at Lucknow, but I believe he 


never did execute any official Act , the Duties of the Refidency Office appear to have been 
difcharged by Mr. Bathurft, the Head Affiftant. 


To whom did you refign your Truft? 

To Mr. Gregory, Mr. Bathurft being at that Time abfent. 

Did Mr. Hofea arrive at Lucknow before you left it ? 

I have already faid that I left Lucknow before Mr. Hofea arrived there. 


Have you heard what the Caufe was of Mr. Hofea’s not being appointed ? 

I have heard various Caufes affigned, the principal was his having proceeded to Luck- 
Heh giving himfelf out as the Perfgn ta be appointed Refident, withgut any Authority fox 
o doing. 

Did you fee Mr. Hofea on his Return to Calcutta ? 

I had left Calcutta before his Retura, but I faw him at Fyzabad. 


To what Caufe did Mr. Hofea attribute his not being appointed ? 


Mr. Hofea and myfelf were not upon fuch Terms at that Time ag would have watranted 
his revealing the Caufes to me. 


Did he in Fact affign no Caufe to you ? 


Not to me particularly, but he has in my Prefence complained of Sir Eyre Coote’s dif- 
appointing him, 


Who fucceeded to Mr. Hofea? — 
I have already faid, that Mr. Purling fucceeded me as Refident. 


How long did Mr, Purling continue in that Office ? 
Till the End of 1780, when I was re-appqinted. 


At what Time did the Secret Penfions upon Oude, mentioned in the Treaty of Chunar, 
and Mr. ee Remarks on them, commence? 
e 


{ apprehend feveral of them, if it 1s meant to the Officers commanding the Nabob’s 


Troops, commenced ih 1779 and 1780.—<Some alfo, I believe, were granted in 
1781. 


Were there no Civil Penfions and Allowances likewife granted ? 
J believe there were. 


To what Amount? 

J really cannot afcertain that, I have no Accounts of them. 

Did you not keep an Account of all thefe Penfions when you was at Oude? 

Not of all—of fome I did. 

How came you not to keep an Account of all? 

They were not all paid through me, cenfequently 1 had no Account of them. 

Through whom were the others paid ? 

Through Mr. Wombwell, the Paymafter to the Nabob’s Troops under Britifh 
Officers, 


Whether you, as Britifh Refident, did not think yourfelf obliged to take Cognizance 
of the Eftablifhment relative to Britifh Subjeéts in Oude ? 


I certainly did not.—Mr. Wombwell was in no Refpe& conneéted with my Office as far 
as regarded his Accounts; but adjufted them with the Nabob himfelf. 


Did Mr. Wombwell never tranfmit an Account of the Penfions and Allowances on his 


Lift to the Governor General and Council of Calcutta, or to the Governor General ? 
I do not know that he did, 


[Dd] Did 
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Did you tranfmit an Account of thofe that came to your Knowledge ? 
I did not. 


Did not the Nabob complain, that the Penfions and Allowances were an infupportable 
Burden to him? 

It would feem that he made fuch a Complaint to the Governor General, but he never 
did to me. 


For what Reafons do you think that he made a Complaint to the Governor General, 
and not to you ? 
I really cannot fay what his Reafons might have been. 


Who recommended thofe feveral Defcriptions of Penfioners to the Nabob ? 

I really cannot fay who recommended them=-perhaps I might myfelf have recom 
mended fome, but the Penfions were in general eftablifhed by the Nabob himfelf, and 
many even without my previous Knowledge. 


Did the Nabob eftablifh them upon Recommendations from Calcutta, 
I cannot fay that he did. 


Did you ever hear fo? 

T never heard that he eftablifhed them upon Recommendations from Calcutta; but f 
always fuppofed he eftablifhed them, knowing that it would be agreeable to the Gentle- 
men at Calcutta, whofe Friends and Connections were the Objects af them. 


Was it not agreed in the Treaty of Chunar to put a Stop to thofe Penfions ? 
In general I believe it was; but the Refident’s Office was excepted. 


What were the Charges of the Refident’s Office at that Time ? 
I cannot fay from Memory. 


Have you brought your Accounts to England, or any Abftracts of them with you? 
- do not know that I have; but from Memory I have ftated them to the Court of Di- 
rectors. 


You will fay pofitively whether you did or did nut bring your Accounts with you to 


England ? 
I do not believe I brought any Accounts of the particular Tranfactions. 


Do you not know that feveral Matters of Charge were preferred againft you relative ta 
your Conduct at Oude, and referred finally to the Court of Directors ? 


I do. 


Did not you think it was expedient for you to bring all the Money Accounts of your 
Refidency with you for your Juttification ? 

I do not know there was any Thing in the Charges which rendered fuch a Caution ne- 
ceffary.—I replied very fully to thofe Charges in Calcutta, and I had nothing to add to them 
when they came before the Court of Directors. 


Whether you left any Record behind you in the Office, relative to the pecuniary Charges, 
namely, the Penfions and Allowances paid by the Nabob to Britifh Subjects ? 
I did not—they were not an official Charge. 


Of what Nature then were they ? 
They were Penfions paid by the written Orders of the Nabob, and wholly unconnected 
with the Company’s Accounts ? 


Was not you entrufted with the Execution of the Treaty of Chunar ? 
I received Inftructions from the Governor General upon it, which are on Record ¢ 


Queftion repeated. 
As far as the Inftruéctions entrufled me with the Execution of it. 


In what Manner could the Execution of the Treaty of Chunar, relative to the abolifhing 
of Penfions, be perfected without your knowing what they were ? . , 

By the ‘Treaty, the Eftablifhment paid by Mr. Wombwell was wholly abolifhed—confe- 
quently all the Penfions dependant upon it were difcontinued. 


eee repeated, 
The Treaty was made, known to the Nabob and his Minifters, as well as to me; they of 


courfe took Care that no Penfions fhould be paid that were abolifhed by that Treaty. 


Are you fure that they took that Care? i 


I fancy they did—it was their own Concern, not mine. 


7 Whether, 
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Whether, if they thought it agreeable to Gentlemen in Power at Calcutta, as you have 
already ftated, to put on Penfions, they would not have put on thofe Penfions again ? 

Moft of the Gentlemen who received Penfions were withdrawn, confequently they had 
it not in their Power to re-place the Penfions. 


Are you fure that no Penfions were again put on the Nabob’s Lift? 
To the beft of my Recollection there was not while I ftaid there. 


Whether the Management of the Nabob’s public Treafure was not wholly taken out of 


his own Hands, in confequence of the Treaty of Chunar, and put into the Hands of Hyder 
Beg Cawn and yourfelf? 


There was an Article in the Treaty conveying fuch a Power, but I never availed myfelf 


of it, nor was there any Neceffity for it, as the Nabob had not at that Time any confi- 
derable Treafure. 


Did not you hear of a certain Monopoly of Salt Petre in Oude ? 
J did, 


For whofe Benefit was it monopolized ¢ 

In the Two laft Years of my Refidence it was provided for the Eaft India Company, 
with the Confent of the Nabob. 

For whofe Benefit was it before ? 


The Two preceding Years it was provided by the Gentlemen at Lucknow, attached to 
the Refident’s Office, on their own Account. 


Upon what Account did it become transferred to the Service of the Company ? 


In confequence of a Propofal of mine to the Governor General and Council; which 
Propofal, and the Anfwer, are upon Record. 


What Compenfation was given to the Gentlemen who had that Monopoly ? 
They did not expect any Compenfation,. 

Who gave them that Monopoly ? 

Ic was procured for them from the Nabob. 


By whom? 

I cannot recollect, probably by myfelf; but I beg Leave to obferve, that it had always 
been a Monopoly under the Nabob’s Confumma, or Head of his Houfehold, and the 
Gentlemen who obtdined the Monopoly made him a Compenfation for the fame. 

What was that Compenfation ? 

{ do not recollect. 


‘ Do you know who managed the Monopoly for the Company after it was transferred to 
their Account ? 


It was aga p by Mr. Scott, a private Merchant, who had long refided in the Country, 
and who is at this Time engaged, or at leaft was when the laft Accounts came from thence, 
in many extenfive mercantile Tranfactions on Account of the Eaft India Company. 


What Revenue does the Company derive from it ?, 
I never underftood that they derived any Revenue from it, but they obtained Supplies 
grom it which their own Provinces were not adequate to, 


What Price was the Company charged for that Article by the Manager at Oude? 
I cannot charge my Memory, but it will appear from their Acceptance of my Propofals. 


Where was the Place of Manufacture ? 


In different Parts of thé Nabob’s Country, but chiefly in the Province of Corah, and 
the Duabe. 


Was Mr. Scott alone concerned in that Tranfaction, or had he any other Englifh Gen- 
tlemen concerned with him ? 


I do not think he had any other Englifh Gentlemen concerned with him; he carried 
the Bufinefs on entirely through the Native Agents. 


Do you know of no Military Gentlemen who had any Share in that Tranfaétion at any 
Time? 

Not during the Period that I have mentioned, before that I heard that Military Gen- 
tlemen had held it; but I cannat fay whether it was true or not. 


fi — you not heard that One Military Gentleman has had a confiderable Share in :t 
11v@e ° 


I do not reolleét I ever heard any fuch Thing. ae 
lat 
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What did you do with the Papers relative ta the Treaty of Chunar, which you took 
with you to Oude? 
To the beft of my Recollection they were returned to. the Governor General. 
At what Time were they returned? 
es cannot charge my Memory; but I think they were fent dawa under Charge of Colonel 
annay. 


Whether, at the Time of the Treaty of Chunar, the Finances of the Nabab were in 


great Diftrefs ? 
He affirmed that they were; but I believe not more than they had been far fome Years 


before. 


Were they in great Diftrefs ? 
Not greater than they had been for fome Years before. 


Queition repeated. 
I had Reafon to believe they were in Diftrefs. 


At what Rate of Intereft did you and Mr. Johnfon make your Loans in the Year 1782? 
J do not recolleét what it was on thofe Loans which were effected by the Minifter. 


The Queftion fpeaks of the Loans in which you added your own Credit to that of the 


Nabob, to procure them. 
They were aétually the Loans of the Minifter; I onty gave the People who lent their 
Money an Affurance that I would give them every Affiftance in my Power to recover it. 


Had they Affignments granted to them when they made thofe Loans? 
They had fome Affignments granted them ; but whether to the full Amount or not J can- 
not recollect. . 


How foon after the Loan were the Affignments made ? 
The Loan was made in my Abfence, but I believe the Affignments very foon followed. 


Did you engage for the Loan, without knowing what the Intereft was ? 

The Loan, as I faid before, was made in my Abfence; I really do not recolle& what the 
Intereft was. 

Was it Two per Cent. per Month ? 

I do not think it was fo much; but I apprehend the Intereft will appear in the Proceed« 
ings on that Subject. 


Could the Nabob have borrowed at that Rate, if you had not given fome Affurasces to 


the Bankers. 
I fhould apprehend he would not have been able to borrow fo large a Sum without fuch 


an Affurance as I gave them. 


Were not the Demands from Calcutta at that Time very large upon the Vizier ? 
They were. 

Were they not fo the Year before ? 

"They were. 


Was his Army regularly paid up? 
I believe it was not—but I cannot {peak with Certainty. 


Were his other Eftablifhments regularly paid up ? 
I believe they were paid much in the fame Way as his Army. 
On what Occafion did the Nabob of Oude make a Prefent of Ten Lacks of Rupees to 


Mr. Haftings ? 
I never heard of that Prefent until I faw it in the different Publications that have been 


written upon it. 


Was not you at Chunar during the whole Time of the Nabob’s Refidence there ? 
I was. 


Were you not in Confidence with the Nabob’s Treafurer and Minifter, Hyder Beg 
Cawn? 

I believe as much as any of the other Refidents there. 

Was you prefent at the Negociation of the Treaty of Chunar, between Mr. Haftings 


and the Nabob? . 
I was prefent at the figning of the Treaty. P Wa; 
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Was you prefent at the Negociation of it? 
: E-was prefenc at feveral Converfations refpecting the Treaty; but I do not recollect that f 
was prefent when the different Articles were difcuffed and fettled. 


Do you know who was prefent at the Negociation of thofe Articles ? 
I do not—Mr. Johnfon, and the Minifter Hyder Beg Cawn, were prefent as well as 
myfelf when it was figned. 


What Secretaries, or other Englifh Gentlemen, had Mr. Haftings with him at that Time? 

There were feveral Englifh Gentlemen with him, and amongft them Mr. Hay, one of the 
Secretaries to the Council at Calcutta, and Mr. Stephen Sulivan, who I underftood to be 
his Private Secretary. 


Was Mr. Stephen Sulivan prefent during the Negociation of that Treaty ? 
I believe my former Anfwer applies to that.—I do not recollect who was prefent at the 
Negotiation of the Treaty. 


Upon what Occafion, and at what Time, was a Sccond Prefent of Ten Lacks of Rupees 
offered to the Governor General ? 

A Prefent of 10 Lacks of Rupees was offered to the Governor General, I think, in 
January or February 1782—I do not know on what Occafion. 


Through whom was the Offer made? 
Through me, at the Nabob’s Delire. 


What Difcourfe paffed between you and the Nabob on that Occafion ? 
I do not recollect that any Thing particular paffed, further than his expreffing his great 


Obligations to Mr. Haftings, and requefting me in the moft earneft Manner to procure 
his Acceptance of this Mark of his Gratitude: 


In what Manner was the Remittance of that Money made to Calcutta ? 
It was not made at all, during my Refidence at Oude. 


When and in what Manner was it remitted. 
I muft repeat the fame Anfwer ;—It was not remitted during my Refidence. 


Was it not remitted by your Affiftant Refident, Mr. Johnfon? 
I believe it was not. 


By whom was it remitted ? 
To my Knowledge it was not remitted at all, during my Refidence at the Nabob’s 
Court. 


Do you mean to fay, that you was not informed whether it was not remitted at all? 
And the Queftion being objected to ; 
The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; 
The Queftion was repeated. 


1 was not informed that it was remitted, and had Reafon to believe it was not. 


Did you never hear that the Bills were returned to Lucknow ? 
No; I did not. . 


Did you hear that no Steps were taken towards a Remittance, previous to the Defire of 
Mr. Haftings to have that Prefent made to the Company ? 
A Provifion was made for it, but it was not remitted. 


What was that Provifion ? 
Jaydaads or Affignments were given for it. 


Upon whom? 
1 do not recollect particularly upon whom. 


In whofe Favour ? 
In Favour of the Refident. 


What did the Refident do in Confequence of the Receipt of thofe Jaydaads ? 
He collected as much as he could upon them; and it was catried to the Account of the 
PSb%ic Collections of the Company. 
[Ee] In 
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In what Account was Credit given to the Nabob for it ? 
In his Account Current with the Company; the Affignment became a Part of the gene- 
ral Affignments, and the Nabob never credited for what was realized upon them. 


Where was that Credit given ?—-in what Month’s Account ? 
In no particular Month’s Accounts; they were added to the general Affignment d 
the Nabob was credited for the Receipts Monthly. g le a 


Was - Specifically ftated in thofe Accounts, and a fpecific Credit given for it by 
Names ?- 

No, I do not think it was. 

Whether the Nabob of Oude is informed, that the Company’s Servants are prohibited 
from taking Prefents ? 

I do not know that he ts. 

Was not fome Intimation given to him on that Subject, relative to fome Alowances 
that were to be made to Sir Eyre Coote. 

I do not recollect there was. 

Have you not feen a Letter from the Nabob, declaring, that any Enquiries on that 
Subject were exceedingly improper ? 

I do not recolleét I ever faw fuch a Letter. 

How came you never to inform the Nabob of Oude, in your long Refidence there, that 


the Governor General and other Britifh Servants were not permitted to take Prefents ? 
It did not ftrike me as neceflary; concluding, that if it was a Part of the Refident’s 


Duty, my Predeceffor would not have omitted it. 


Do you know whether your Predeceffor did omit it? 

Ido not. 

Whether the Nabob of Oude is in a Cuftom of offering Prefents as Tokens of his Gra 
titude to Englifh Gentlemen in high Stations? 

I do not know that he has. 


How came he to begin with Mr. Haftings ? 
It is impoffible for me to fay what his Reafons were. 


You have faid that the 2d Prefent was offered to Mr. Haftings about January or Fe- 
bruary 4782: What was it that particularly moved the Gratitude of the Nabob of Oude 
towards Mr. Haftings at that Time, that he offered him fo confiderable a Prefent ? 

I have faid, that at that Time a Prefent was offered through me to Mr. Hatftings, but 
I cannot fay what were the Nabob’s Motives particularly at that Time. 


What Favour had Mr. Haftings conferred on him, at or about that Time, that might be 


fuppofed to excite his Gratitude at that Time ? 
I do not know of any—but about that Time all the Miltrary Eftablifhments were paid 


off according to the Chunar Treaty, and were no longer a Charge upon the Nabob.—It ts 
pofible that on that Occafion he might have thought Mr. Haftings entitled to this Mark 


of his Gratitude. . 
Whether about that Time other Corps of Britifh Troops were not fent into the Nabob’s 
Country at his Charge ? 
I do not know of any. 
Have you never heard of Col. Cumming’s Brigade being fent there about that Time ? 
No—it was not—I never heard that it was. 
Whether Major Palmer was not fent up to Lucknow during your Refidency ? 
Fe was. 


In what Character ? Pee 
The Letter that the Governor General wrote to me upon that Subject is upon Record. 


I would rather chufe to refer to that Letter for the Character in which Major Palmer we 
there, than truft to my own Conftruction of it. 
In what Character was Major Palmer there, according to your Opinion ? 


a 


And the Queftion being objected to, 


The Witnefs was direéted to withdraw, 
4 fod ” 


[ 100 ] 


And being again called in, 
The Queftion was repeated. 


a Asie do not know any Charater he was in there, but what was defcribed in thofe In- 


What Opinion did you conceive of Major Palmer’s Character and Bufinefs there ? 

I beg to throw mytelf on the Senfe of the Committee, to know whether I am to give 
any other Anfwer to that Queftion than I have already given ?—I have anfwered it to the 
beft of my Knowledge and Judgment: What is further required of me is Matter of Opi- 
nion. 

What is that Opinion ? 

My Opinion is, That he came there as Mr. Haftings’s Agent, for the Difcuffion of thofe 
Points defcribed in his Inftruétions. ; 

_ Was not you Mr. Haftings’s Agent? 
Not individually—I was the Agent of the Governor General and Council. 
What Bufinefs has Mr. Haftings for an Agent in his feparate Capacity, and diftinét from 


the Company’s Agent and Refident at Oude? 
I believe the Letter of Inftructions which I have alluded to affigns the Reafons for this 


feparate Miffion. 


Was not you capable of executing the feveral Fun@tions deputed to Major Palmer in the 
Comnniiffion ? 

As far as I am capable of judging, I was. 

Whether you do not think that the Appointment of fuch private Agents has a Tendency 


to weaken the Authority of the Company’s Refident in Oude ? 
In general Cafes I conceive it muft, but in this particular One I believe the Inftructions 


given to Major Palmer were fo qualified as to obviate that E-ffeét ? 


Whether, foon after that Time, Mr. Haftings did not take fome Difpleafure at your 


Conduct ? 
I believe I had the Misfortune to fall under Mr. Haftings’s Difpleafure a confiderable 


Time before that, fome Months before. 
Do you not know that Complaints were preferred again{t the Affiftant Refident Mr. John- 


fon? 
Mr. Johnfon was ordered down from Lucknow under ftrong Marks of the Difpleafure 
f the Complaints againft him 


of the Governor General and Council, but I never heard o 
until my Arrival in Calcutta, the End of 1782. 


Had you any Complaints communicated to you ? 
I had not. 


Through whom did they pafs ? 
I heard them in Calcutta—-They were made known to Mr. Johnfon by the Governor 


General and Council. 


Through whom did they pafs from Lucknow to the Governor General ? 
I believe from Hyder Beg Cawn, through Major Palmer. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
To report a Progrefs, oc. 


Youis, 18° die May 1786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken befere a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
jate Governor General of Bengal. 





W itneffes Examined, 


MAJOR GILPIN, 
Mr. MIDDLETON. 


N° 6. 
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Veneris, 19° die May 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. " 


N ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, ealled in, and examined. 


The hatter Part of the Evidence given by the Witnefs on the laft Day of the Sit- 
ting of thie Committee being read to him; 


He was afked, 
Is it to be underftood then that Major Palmer did net communicate to you the Complaint 


which he tranfmitted egainft his Adiftant ? . 
He never communicated to me any Complaint againft Mr. Johnfon; I believe he tran{mitted 


his Complaints to Caleutta during my Abience. 
Did he inform you of the Complaints at your Return ¢ 


He did nor. 
Did he inform Mr. Johnfpa of them. 
I do not know om. £¢ did. 


Who tranfmitted to Calcutta the Matter of Complaint upon which you was recalled ? 

I really do not know, unilefs it was through the fame Channel: I do not know there was any 
a laint made agafhit mie from Lucknow, or Matter of int, nor were the 
PS a orefetred againt:me by the Governor General and Council affirmed to have been 
on any Complaint. 


Nor on any Intelligence from thence ° 
‘Not that I know: —-I have nothing to guide my Judgment ia anfwering that Queftion, but 


the Charges shemfelves. 
ave you lived in the Country, been s¢ Lucknow, and Caleutta, without knowing of a cri- 
minal sgaiaft you, or of the Particulars of the Hittory of it, other than as they appear 


in the written uments of the Proceedings ? 
1 knew only that I had given Offence to the Governor General, but I knew of no Charges, 


till they were preferred ty the Goveraot General and Council, 
: ‘( Ff} Did 


¢ 


a ¢ re 
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Did you never enquire through whofe Means the Miktér’ 6f the Chafge Wad been fupplied ? 


I believe the Charges were drawn from my own Correfpohdence with the Governor al 
and Supreme Council. j his COB alg oe ea ee ae 


You fpeak of pout Belief and Rien Whar dd. pad ic 
T really have ma read the Charges larely , Bur Rr tra oh’ of tne ethiowlidve:’ ‘there Wi sho- 
thing in them founded on any Complataié from Lucktidwe 8 rh fh hat on cg walt 


Do you not recolle& that one of thike-CHarges ts'for not gpttefpondtings ‘a material 
Subjeét, with the Governor Genetal atid! Count? a Ret on M is eee 
To the beft of my Recollection, r fuch a Charge. th. 
‘tQ in- 


Did not the Governor Generat auali® itate, In thofe Aficte die you hed ial 
form him of the intended Detection, and other Mifcondué, of Atmafs Ally Cawn? . 
To the belt of my Recollection, that is one of the Chatgéa ‘of the Gaveetot General and 
' 4 


Council againft me. Money Mh rate eG 


Do you not recolle& that the Governor Ger Al fates that hé Hid received thay Incelli- 
gence from other Quarters which you hdd hegletie 


sk, him? « 
I do not recollect pofitively that he does ftate that as Patt of the ‘Charge: 


Is it not Pare of the Recital ? 
I do not recolleét it—bpt ,it is very, probable, 


Who do you conceive fupplied nin with that Intelligence, true ob fate, which he ftated you 
had neglected to give ? 


It is impoffible for me to fay—He never told me who had given him that Iittelligence. 


Did you never defire co know whe your Accuser wap, ;or defer to bg confronted with the 
Perton who had.charged you with Negtect of the Public Safety? 

The Governor GeneraY and Council were my Aceufers—they preferred the Charpe againit 
me, and to them I anf{wered it, oe. 4 . : 


Why did you never defire to fee the Letters, ar ta, be, informed who the Correfpiondents 
were from whom Mr. Hattings derived an Intelligence’ fo prejudicia to your Charatter? ° 
I did defire to be furnifhed with a Copy of all the Proceedings of the Goveraot 
and Council refpecting my Conduct, and did obtain Copies of them, drat upibel 
c= 4 


eke ae f 








* 


Queftion repeated. 4 


ao, * ‘ ‘* a 5 P 
I have given all the Anfwer which it is in my Power to give to that Quettion, 
4 - & > wm w $6 Amt et 


Then do you decline to anfwer that Queftion ¢ 
I certainly do mean to give the fulleft Anfwer in my Power to that Queftion; and Mall be 


happy to do it in any Made more clear, that fhall be pointed ourtome 8! wet 
Do not you underftand the Terms in which that Queition is conceived : i ee - 
. And the Queftion being objetted to, - eee : ; a ao 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. . : r | 
And being again called in ; «4 See, 


a i ae} " ¢ af 7 : 
The Queftion (Wag repcated, wh nati ian ity wat yr bw } b 
sand | Beg Leave 









I think I do uaderftahd the Ternis'in which that Queftion ix a Be 
to repeat, in the moft folenia Mariner} “that I have anfwered 4¢ ogni 
1 beg Leave to add to it, that as I dntirely, in my owa Judgrapiiggmg vie 
not ftrike me as neceffary to take any further Steps in it—-the Virangg. felf, 
it, are upon Record before the Court of Directors, and 1 gape 
co fefer to it. ' | 


g ‘ tag atom isa aft ut 
You are defired to anfwer how it came that, in Point of Common taderice, ‘you did not ¢n- 
deavour to difcover who had giveh falle laformatinn of Faéts to the Governor General,” re- 





we my ee 28 et Leh 


{pecting your Condudt, on which the Governer Genera toimdett # criminal Charge again yas 
es ' fs _ ¢ 4 Sore a ie r) 
. . ‘ Veg mite 
And the Queftion being.abjected £6 5 HEM ype eee oe Che ry i 


1 abel ae ‘euth a | 
The Witnefs was diredted to withdraw, OLS Cs ee EL) iy ; : a 
\ . = 7 * | A 
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(5 ye a cope fed dpeing again called in ; ou a 
eS Se es eee Hy’ 4 A «the 
The Queftion was put to him. 
I wallyamat.a Lols,to give any other Anfwer than I bave already given , but I do conceive, 
: having: ‘pofigively, denied the Charge, a proved it ia vikhout Foundation, it was not my 
Bulinefs to bring thofe who had given the Information to’ Account. 


Do you know that Major-Palmer was the Acculer of Mr, Johnfon? 
ee | betta it from Mr. Johknfon, when he réceived the Charges from the Governor General and 
Counci e ? , 


et he 

eg you know,.or had you any Reafon PR cicve thet Major Palmer was your Accufer 

alfo hy wt “, ¢ A ‘ 

“ J chink I fated, “in Anfwer to this Queftion, at firft fetting out, that the Complaints againft 
me probably camé through the fame Channel as thofe againft Mr. Johnfon. 


Upan what-did you found thas Opinion ? 

I did not know that the Governbr General had any Cogtefpondent at Lucknow but Major 
Palmer, the Nabob, and his Minifters ; and therefore, if there were any Complaints againft 
me, it was natural for me to fuppofe it came through One of thofe Channels. 


Then do you think chat Major Palmer had Correfpondence with the Governor General, 
which he never commypnicated to you? 


I cannot doubt it, becuufe the Tetter on which Mf. Johnfon was difcharged I never faw or 
heard of, until J faw it ftated in the Charges, 


EJas nat Major Palmer had Ganferences with the Nabob and his Minifter Hyder Beg Cawn, 
at which you were hot prefent? ; 7 | 

It is very probable he had. 1 was abfent frdm Lucknow a confiderable Time while Major 
Palmer was there—-One or Two Monitis. - ae 

Do not you know, or have you not good Reafon to believe, that‘Mr. Haftings had other 
confidential Correfpondents in Lucknow befides Major Palmer ? 


I dé not know that he had any other than thofe I have mentioned. 


ee know the late Major Davy ? 
} ® 


‘Was he not at Lucknow during any Part of the Time of your Refidency ? 
He came up to Lucknow with Major Palmer. 


What was his Employment there ? 
I think, in Mr. Haftings’s Inftructions to Major Palmer, he is called his Affiftanc. 


Do you think he correfponded with Mr. Haftings? 
I do not know that he did; he left Lucknow before I returned to him. 


Do you think it probable that any Matter of confiderable Confequence in public Affairs 
fhould have happened in the City of Lucknow, without the Knowledge of yourfelf, or your 
Affiftant Mr. Johnfon, or Mr. Haltings’s Agent, Major Palmer, or his Affiftant Agent, Major 


Davy. ; 
{ fhould think it unlikely that any Matter of great Confequence in public Affairs could 
have happened without being known to one of us. 


Do you think it likely that fuch Affairs fhould have happened without being communi- 
cated by fome one of them to Mr, Haftings ? ae 

I can only {peak for myfelf—I fhould have confidered it my Duty to notice to the Go- 
vernor General and Council any Master of any very materiat Confequence that might happen 
in the Vizier’s AGaiss. 4 aa 


-‘ Then the following Extracts of a Letter from Mr, Haftings to Mr. Nath’ Middleton, 
Relidenc at the Court of the Nabob Vizier, dated Chunar, 23d September 1781, was read 
+ £0the Wicnefs; and is as follows, viz. w ? 


‘oc Wig +g (hy To this End the moft effential Point is to limit and feparate his perfonal 
ay Ahh hae Po oe Abb from the Pobile Account, , Fhey muft nos, in thelr eacal An- 
: ty ae : ie a it { 
a a : " a al 
(-#) Read from Appendix, N° 1, to the Supplement to tHe Secotid’ Repart bfithe Sele& Committec 
appointed to take Confideration the State of the Adminiftration of J uftice in the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and. Oriffa, &c. 


i 


* nual 
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‘nual Amount, exceed what he has received. in any of the lait Three Years. 
‘ This Amount, in Twelve equal Parts, fhould be Rem him Monthly out of 
« che Firft Receipts, and the Remainder of the Mer: Mions placed feparately 
* in a public Treafury, from whence his Public, Miliary, and Civil Eftablith- 
* ment, mudbe paid, under the fole Mana Denergel of pie Minifters, 
‘ with your Concurrence. It is of courte to be underitodd’ chee this hab no 
© Conneétion, and is in no Shape to interfere with the y's: Adignments, 






* and the Collections a them, which are to be co , 0s.afual, and as, 
© by the Addition of the Jaghire Lands, with their Revenues, to the aria 


¢ regular Collections, his Incoite or ought to be confiderably ated, 
: fhall expect that the Whole of Misco be appropriated to the Ditcharge of 
¢ the Nabob’s Debt to the Company. ; 


a 


* To thefe Papers, and to the Points confequently and “neceftarily dependant 
‘ on them, 1 think it neceffary eo add the falling oftruétions, wo which ‘{ re- 
© quire your moft implicit Obedience.’ 


Then the Witnefs was afked, 


Did not thefe Directions give you a neceMlary Infpection over the Whole of the Nabsh’s 
Finances, in order to enable he to apportion them to his private Expences, to Public 
Services, and to the Payment of the Company’s Debt ? 

I did underftand that the principal and only Aim of thofe Inftrudctions, founded on the 
Chunar Treaty, was the Recovery of the Company’s Debt, which being effected, I did nor 
confider myfelf obliged to interfere in the Nabob’s internal Government. 


Before the Company’s Debt was paid, did you not think yourfelf authorized and bound by 
thofe Inftructions to infpecét the Treafury Accounts of the Nabob? 


The Company’s Debt, as it was’ ftated at the Conclufion of the Chunar Treaty, was 1i vidated | 


very fuon after I returned to Lucknow—I therefore did not think ic neceffary to avai myfelf 
of a Power which I confidered only provifionally. 


What Time elapfed between the Treaty of Chunar and the complete Payment of the 
Company’s Debt ? 

I think the Company’s Debt, that is, the Debt as it ftood at the Clofe of the Tseaty of 
Chunar, was completely realized early in January 1782. 


In the Interval between that Time and the Chunar Treaty did you not think yourfelf bound 
to obey the Gévernor General’s Inftructions ? ee 

I have ftated, in feveral Letters to the Governor General, written in that Interval, my Rea- 
fons for delaying the Execution of fome of thete Inftructions, which proceeded from.the dif- 
ordered State of the Nabob’s Country, the Impoffibility of immediately remedying the Dif- 
orders that had enfued from the Confequences of Rajah Cheyt aa Rebellion, and my 
Hopes of realizing the Company’s Debt, without the Neceffity of affuming the Interference 
of the Nabob’s Government, which was provifionally ordered. 


In what Manner did the Difturbances prevent you from infpecting the Treafury Accounts ? 

I beg the Committee will permit me to refer to my Correfpondence for an Explanation of my 
Conduét in that Particular: My Letters are very full, and will, I eruft, give them every In- 
formation they can with for. ' 


Are you fure that your Correfpoadence does fpecifically account for your not infpecting the 


Treafury Accounts, agreeably to the Spirit of your Orders ¢ 
I cannot fo far depend on my Memory #s te declare that the Cornefpondesce docs; but i 


can venture to fay that it {peaks very fully as to the Execution of .che geacral Tenor-of my 
Inftructions. : 


’ ak 

Is the Committee then to underftand, that in Fa& you know nothing at all of the Manage- 
ment of the Nabob’s pecuniary Concerns, further than what related to the Company’s Affign- 
ments ? 

I hope the Committee will allow me to make a Remark upon this Queftion:—The whole 
Tendency of the Queftions latterly put tro me feem to be rather.an Impeachment of my Con- 
duct, than having any Conneétion with Mr. Hattings ; if it fhould fo appear to the Committee, 
J fhall hope for their Protection againft any Examination thac may tend £9 criminate 


mytelf, F 
“4 And 


d 


a 
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And then the Witnefs was direéted to withdraw. 


And being again called in; 


The Chairman, by the Direction of the Committee, informed him, That he is not to be per- 
mitted to call in Queltion the Regularity of the Committee’s Proceedings ; but that if any 
Queftion fhall tend to criminate himfelf, he is not obliged to anfwer. 


Then the Queftion being repeated, the Witnefs faid, 
The Committee will permit me to decline anfwering that Queftion. 


Upon what Ground? 
As I conceive it may tend to criminate myfelf. 


At what Time did your Correfpondence with Sir Elijah Impey, relative to the Objeds piven 
you in Charge by Mr. Haftings, firft commence? 

I was in Correfpondence with Sir Elijah Impey during his Continuance with Mr. Haftings 
at Chunar.—I do not recollect the exact Time. 


Was it after the Treaty of Chunar, or before? 
After the Treaty of Chunar. 


What Reafons were affigned by Mr. Haftings for making Sir Elijah Impey the Channel of 
Communication between you and Mr. Haftings, when Mr. Haftings had Secretaries both 
public and private ? 

Mr. Haftings never affigned any Reafon that I knew of, nor did he confticute Sir Elijah 
Impey the Channel of Communication with me; but Sir Elijah Impey being with him at 
Chunar, and in Confidence with him, I availed mytelf of his Pretence to obtain Mr. Haftings’s 
Sentiments on various Subjects. 


Why did you chufe rather to write to Sir Elijah Impey than to Mr. Haftings himfelf, or his 
Official Secretary ? 

The Multiplicity of Bufinefs in which Mr. Haftings was at that Time engaged would not 
permit him regularly to anfwer any Letters I might write to him.—I had very little perfonal 
Acquaintance with the official Secretary. 


What Reafon had you for thinking the Chief Juftice a more proper Perfon to correfpor.: 
with in Matters of State than Mr. Haftings’s official Secretary ? 

] was intimately acquainted with Sir Elyah Impey, and could be certain of his conn, 
cating any Thing | wrote to Mr. Haftings, and obtaining an immediate Anfwer, 


What Reafon had you for diftrufting the Diligence and Fidelity of Mr. [Jaflings’s Se- 


cretary ° 
I cannot fay I diftrufted him—but I had very little perfonal Acquaintance with him, and 
had been long in Habits of Friendfhip and Intimacy with Sir Eljah Impey. 


Had you been long in Habits of communicating in Matters of State with Mr. Haftings, 
through Sir Elijah Impey ? 

To the beft of my Recollection, I had been in Habits of communicating with Sir Ehyah 
Impey, and occafionally making Ufe of his Prefence in Calcutta, with Mr. Hlaitings, almoft 
from the Time I firft arrived at Lucknow, that is in the Year 1780. 


Do you think your Want of Acquaintance with Men in public Situations about the Go- 
vernor General, is a fufficient Reafon for not officially correfponding with them ? 

I did not confider the Correfpondence with Sir Elijah Impey as official—My official Corie- 
fpondence was with Mr. Haftings himielf. 


Were the Objects of your Correfpondence with Sir Elijah Impey Matters of State? 
In fome Inftances they were fo. 


Have you Copies of your Correfpondence upon public Matters with Sir Elijah Impey in 
your Poffeffion ? 
1 do not think I have them complete—I may have fome Letters. 


Have you any Reafon to think that Copies of thofe Letters are entered upon Record in the 
Company’s Proceedings ? 

I do not imagine they are, 

Have you not done many public Aéts in Confequence of Communications through Sir Eli- 
jah Impey ? _ 

To the beft of my Recolle&tion, 1 have occafionally communicated to the Nabob Vizier 
the Sentiments of Mr, Haflings, upon their having been fignified to me by Sir E:lyah Impey. 
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Whether Acts have not been done in Confequence of that Signification? 
I do nor recollect that there have. 


Do you not recollect that certain Meafures relative to the Mother of the Nabob of Oude 
have been taken in Confequence of fuch Communications ? 

I do not think they were, without Mr. Haftings’s Inftructions-—To the beft of my Recol- 
collection, there were none without Mr. Haftings’s Inftructions. 


Is it to be underftood, that no Inftructions or Directions, relative to the Principle or Detail 
of Bufinefs, were conveyed to you from Mr. Haftings, through that Channel? 

T think I have already faid, that Mr. Haftings’s Sentiments were occafionally communicated 
through that Channel.—Too the belt of my Recollection they were not acted upon until con- 
firmed by Mr. Haftings himfelf. 

Are you fure of that? 

I fpeak to the belt of my Recollection. 

Was Sir Eljah Impey at Chunar during the Time of the Treaty 2 

Tle was not. 

Where was he at that Time? 

I underilood he was in his Way up to Benares. 

When was it firlt fignified to you that Sir Elijah Impey intended to vific Lucknow ? 

Ido not exactly recollect the ‘Time. 


Flad you any Signification of the intended Vifit ? 
1 had a Letter from Sir Elijah Impey, mentioning his Intention. 


What did he inform you were the Objeéts of his Vifit ? 
To the beit of my Recollection, a Vifit to mytelf, and a Defire of feeing Lucknow. 


Was that all? ; 
{ believe it was all he mentioned. 


Vid any one elfe fignify to you any other Purpofe ? 

I do not think any other Perfon fignified any other Purpofe.—Afterwards, it was fignified 
to me, I believe by Mr, Haftings himfelf, that Sir Elijah Impey, while he was at Lucknow, 
would receive the Depofitions of fuch Perfons as could give any Informations refpecting the 
Benares Troubles, or others in Confequence of them. 


Have you that Letter from Mr. Haftings ? 

I cannot pofitively fay I have. 

Did Sir Elijah Impey take any Affidavits upon that Bufinefs after his Arrival at Lucknow ? 
He did, 

Was you prefent at the taking of thofe Affidavits ? 

I do not recolleét that J was—he took my Affidavit. 

Do you think you could have been prefent at the taking of the other Affidavits, without 


your recollecting it © . 
I think I might have been in a Room where an Affidavit was taken, without even obferv- 


ing it. 
Do you know who was prefent at the taking of thofe Affidavits ¢ 
J do not. 


Do you know that any one was prefent at the taking of thofe Affidavits ? 
J do not. 


Do you know whether fome of the Perfons whofe Affidavits were taken were not Natives 


that did not underftand the Englith Tongue ? . 
Some of them were Natives.—I da not know whether they underftood Englifh or not—it 


is probable fome of them did not. 
ITave you not heard that fome of them were Perfons that could neither read nor write ? 


I do not recolleét hearing at that Time any Thing about them—but I obferve in Mr. 
Elaftings’s Narrative, that fome do come under that Defcription. 


Who acted as Moonfhey or Clerk to Sir Elijah Impey in taking thofe Affidavits ¢ 
I do not know. 
Do you know whether thofe Affidavits were communicated to the Parties who were to be 


affected by them? 


I do not know that they were=-and I rather believe that they were not, - 
as 


* [ 107 J 


Was there not Matter in thofe Affidavits to affe&t the Mother and Grandmother of the 
Nabob of Oude, and their principal Servants ? 
There was. 


When did Sir Elyah Impey communicate thofe Affidavits, or Copies of them, to you ? 
I do not recollect that he did communicate themtome. 


Did you ever call upon him for Copies of thofe Affidavits ? 
I did not. 


Whether there was not Matter in thofe Affidavits tending to criminate the Nabob’s Brother, 
Mirza Sadut Ali? 


It appears there was, as they are recorded in Mr. Haflings’s Narrative. 


Whether, in fome of the Papers recorded in that Narrative, and in, thofe Affidavits, there 
is not Matter tending to crinfinate the Nabob of Oude himfelf ? 
To the beft of my Recollection, there are fome Sufpicions declared of the Nabob, 


Whether you have Reafon to think that Sir Elijah Impey caufed any Communication to be 
made to any of thofe Parties, of the Charges that were avainft them? 
I do not fuppofe he did. 


Was there not an adverfe Proceeding again{ft the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob of 
Oude, and their principal Servants, in confequence of the Matter in thofe Depofitions? 
] conceive it was not entirely in confequence of the Matter contained in thofe Depofitions, 


but upon the concurrent Circumftances, as fully detailed in my CorreiponJence with Mr. 
I Jaftings. 


Did you not alledge, as a Juftification of your Proceedings againft the Mother and Grand- 
mother of the Nabob of Oude, that they had entered into a Conipiracy to exterminate the Eng- 
lifh Nation ? 

Je was my firm Belief that they had ufed every Means in their Power to promote the Rebel- 
lion of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, and that they had encouraged it in the Nabob’s own Dominions , 


on that Belief 1 founded my Opinion that they had forfeited the Protection of the Eaft India 
Company. 


Had you any other Grounds for Acts, by which you overturned a folemn Treaty and Guaran- 
tee, befides that Belief, 

I had the concurrent Teftimony of the whole Country.—I mult beg Leave to obferve, that the 
Aéts there imputed to me were the Acts of the Nabob, the Part I had in them was in conte- 
quence of the Nabob’s Order, and my Inftruétions from the Governor General. 


Have you tranfmitted any other Grounds of your Belief, than thofe contained in Mr, Haf- 
tings’s Narrative, and the other Documents tranimitted to you by the Council at Calcutta ? 

1 beheve my Letters to the Governor General and Council contain full Accounts, and all the 
Accounts I have tran{mitted on that Subject. 


Did you intercept any Letters from the Begums, or their principal Servants, tending to fhew 
their Concern in the Rebellion with which you charge them ? 


I did not; I was with the Governor General at Chunar during the greateft Part of the In- 
furrection. 


Whether you did not, when you befieged the Kelha of Fyzabad, fend ina fetter from Mr. 
Haftings to the Begum, withdrawing the Guarantee of the Eaft India Company ? 

J do recoliect, foon after the Nabob had taken Poffefion of the Kelha, fending in a Letter 
to the Begum from Mr, Haitings, but*l am not acquainted with the Contents of tt. 


From whom did you receive that Letter ? 
Either from Mr. Haitings himielf, or from Major Davy, his Perfian Interpreter. 


Are you fure you do not know the Contents of it ? 


_ Tnot recollect that Lever faw a Copy of it; but in the Multiplicity of Letters 1 received, 
it is very poffible | may, without remembering it. 


Did you ever apply to the Begum for a Copy of it? 
I did not. 


By what Means did the Eunuchs, Jewar and Behar Ally Cawn, fall into your Hands? 
‘They delivered themfelves up to the Nabob, and he fent them to me, defiring that they 
might be kept under a Guard of the Company’s Sepoys. 


Was the Nabob at that Time in the City of Fyzabad ? 
He was not; he was at the Diftance of about a Mile from Fyzabad, a 
3 O 


{ 108 ] 


To whom did chey furrender themfelves? = + 
To the Nabob. 


What, perfonally ? 

Yes. 

Did they go a Mile from the Kelha, and perfonally furrender themfelves to him? 

I cannot fay whéther they were not guarded to the Nabob’s Tents; his Troops, with a De- 
tachment of the Company’s, were at that Time in Poffeffion of the Kelha, 

Under what Guard were the Eunuchs taken to the Nabob ? ; 

1 cannot fay whether they were under any Guard, or not; they were fent to me under a 
Guard. 

Was it a Guard of the Company’s Troops, or the Nabob’s ? 

The Nabob’s. 

IJow came they to be delivered over to your Cuftody ? 

There was no exprefs Reafon alfligned at the Time—-the Nabob defired they might be 
kept in fafe Cuftody. 

Did you not give the Order relative to that Cuftody ? 

I did, by the Nabob’s Defire. 

Was you an Officer of the Nabob’s, that you was to execute his Orders for confining any 


Perfon ? 
I was not; but the Nabob had Authority to fend Orders to the Company’s Troops em- 


ployed in his Service, and did ufually fend thofe Orders through me. 


Had you the Nabob’s Inftructions relative to the Manner of confining and treating thofe 


Prifoners ? 
There was nothing done with refpeét to thofe Prifoners but by the Nabob’s Defire, and 


with his Concurrence. 

Whether you have any of thofe Direétions and Orders in Writing ? 

I believe I had fome; but I beg Leave to obferve, that the Nabob and myfelf had perfonal 
Communication every Day, and that his Inftructions were generally given verbally. 

Did you think yourfelf authorized to give written Inftructions to Englifh Officers, without 
having any other than verbal Authority from the Nabob of Oude, efpecially when they re- 


Jated to invidious Acts, contrary to the Company’s Guarantee ? 
J have on many Occafions iffued Orders to the Officers commanding the Company’s Troops 


upon the Nabob’s verbal Communication, 


Do you not know that the Nabob was reluctantly brought to this Bufinefs ? 

I do not know that he was. 

Are you fure that you did not exprefs, in any Part of your Correfpondence, your Appre- 
henfions of the Hefitation and Backwardnefs of the Nabob to accomplith it ? 

I believe I have on many Occafions expreffled Apprehenfions, ariGng from the known Influ. 
ence of the difatie&ted Men about his Perfon—Méen difaffected to our Government ;—I have 
experienced that Effect on many Occafions, and it is poffible I may have exprefied Appre- 
henfons of it on this. 

Whether the checking the Nabob in the accomplifhing this Bufinefs, was to be confidered 


as a Mark of Difaffeétion to the Britifh Government ? 
I fhould not have confidered their Condu& on this Occafion alone as a fuficient Proof of 


their Difaffection to our Government ; but their Conduct in general I have experienced to be fo. 
Why do you allude to your Apprehenfions of their Difaffection to the Britifh Government 


in this particular Cafe? 
I had Apprehenfions they would impede this Meafure, becaufe their own Intereft was re- 


motely affected by it. 
Queftion repeated. 


If there was any Hefitation—I do not recollect that there was any particular Hefitation in 
the Nabob to this Meafure,—if there was, I certainly muft attribute it to them.— The Meafure 
was Originally of the Nabob’s own Suggeftion; 1 could therefore impute any Alterations in his 
Defigns to no other Caufe than fuch as I had often found in my Proceedings, I mean the In- 
fluence of thefe Men over him. 

What 
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What has that Advice to do with Difaffetion to the Britifh Government ? 

They certainly knew that the Nabob’s ‘Treafures, when received from the Begums, were to 
be appropriated to the Liquidation of the Company’s Debts—this the Nabob had himfelf de- 
clared, when he firft mentioned his Defign of. going to Fyzabad: In cbftrudting it therefore, 
they thought they were doing a Differvice to the Britifh Government. At this Time alfo the 
Refumpticn of the Jaghires had alfo been talked of, though not abfolutely decided on, 


Who was prefent when the Nabob fuggetted this Defign to you? 
His Minifters, to the beft of my Recollection. 


Which of them? 
I believe both. 


Did they oppofe it? 
They did not. 


Did not One of them write Letters, which Mr. IJaftings called infolent, on this very Subye& ? 
I never heard that he did. 


m 


Have you never read Mr. Haftings’s Inftructions to your Succeffor, Mr. Briftow ? 
I have only read fuch Parts of them as I find recorded in the Charges now circulated againft 
Mr. Haftings. 


Have you feen the Papers printed by Order of this Houfe, containing thofe Inftructions ? 
I certainly have not; if I have feen them, I have not read them: 1] have feen many Papers, 
but I certainly have never read the Inftructions. 


Have you never heard that Hyder Beg Cawn did obftruct the Execution of the Meafure of 
feizing the Begums Treafures. 
No, I never did. 


Had you any written Paper from the Nabob or his Minifters to fhew that this Propofal ori- 
ginated from him (the Nabob) ? 

1 think 1 had a Letter from the Nabc’b exprefsly on that Subject, which alfo inclofed a Letter 
to Mr. Hattings, as I fuppofed, on the fame Subjedt. 


Did you tranfmit thofe Papers to Mr. Haftings ? 
I certainly did. 


Did the Nabob propofe the taking the Treafures as an Alternative for preventing the Re- 
fumption of the Jaghires, or as a Meafure that was to go along with it? 

I do not recollect that he propofed it as an Alternative for the Refumption of the Jaghires , 
the Refumption of the Jaghires was fome Time afterwards. 


Do you know that they were Meafures that the Nabob propofed at any Time to be con- 
current Meafures. 
I do not know that he did. 


When you took Poffeffion of the Kelha, and had the Eunuchs in Prifon, what Orders did 
you give to the Officer who had them 1n Cuftody ? 
I do not recolleét.exaétly the Orders J gave, buc it was to keep them in fafe Cuftody. 


Did you not give Orders to have them put in Irons ? 
To the beft of my Remembrance I did, 


Did you not give Orders that they fhould be kept without Food or Water ? 
J do not recollect that 1 did. 


At what Time was it propofed to the Eunuchs to difcover the Treafures of their 
Mittrefs ? 

I believe very foon after their Confnement—The Propofal was made to them by the Na- 
bob’s Minitter. 


What was their Anfwer ? 
The Minifter did not immediately bring me their Anfwer.—To the beft of my Remem- 
brance, One or Two Days paffed in Negotiations between them. 


‘What do you mean by Negotiations ? 

Converfations, to which I was not privy.—At the Expiration of the Period of thofe Con- 
verfations he informed me, that he had propoied to them to dilcover the Treafures of his 
Mafter’s late Father, in which Cafe he would intercede for a Remiffion of the Punifhment that 
they merited for their Conduct during the Troubles at Benares, 
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Were not the Eunuchs entrufted by their Miftrefs with the Care and Cuftody of their 
Treafure? 

I fuppofe they were—but one of them, Behar Ally Cawn, had been probably trufted by 
Jate Sujah Dowlah, as he was the Agent always employed between Suyah Dowlah and his 
Wite. 


Was you acquainted with the Terms of this Negociation ? 
I was. 


Was you confulted about it ? 
I was not confulted—J was acquainted with it. 


Did you remonftrate againft the Terms of fuch a Treaty ? 
Tdidnot. . 


Did you think that the betraying of a Truft was a preper Method of meriting a Pardon 
for a Rebellion? ; 

I did not confider it as betraying a Truft.—I did conceive the Nabob had a Right to take 
his Treafures, or the Treafures of his late Father, from whatever Hands they might happen te 
be lodged in. —Thefe Eunuchs were the only Perfons that could properly be compellable to 
difcover the Treafures. 


Do you know whether thofe Treafures belonged to the Women, or to the old Nabob ? 

I cannot fay whether the Treafures which the Begum gave up were actually che Treafures 
of the late Nabob, but I have not a Doubt that fhe had in her Poffeffion Treafures to a 
much greater Amount than that which had been lodged in her Hands by the late Nabob. 


How do you know that? 

It is impoffible for me to give any pofitive Proof of that—I believe nobody ever doubted 
that the late Nabob did die poffeffed of confiderable Treafures ; and it is very certain that he 
had no other Depofit for them but in the Zenana, 


Do you know for certain that during the Nabob’s Life-time his Wife and Mother were 
not poffeffed of confiderable Treafures of their own, or from his Gift? 

I do not believe that they poffeffed Treafures to any confiderable Amount, either of their 
own, or of his Gift.—-Lle fucceeded to all his Father’s Treafures, to the Treafures of Sufter 
Jung, and gave the Begum, his Widow, an Allowance in Jaghire of about a Lack and 20,000 
Rupees annually. 


Do you know that the old Nabob did not make any Donation to his Mother and Wife, dur- 
ing his Life-time ? 

It is a Matter, I conceive, I cannot bring to pofitive Proof ; but it is my own Opinion, atrd 
I believe the Opinion of every Man in that Country, that he did not. 


Do you think that a loofe public Opinion of any Perfon’s Wealth is a fure Proef that they 
poffeffed it to that Amount? 

I do not think it is— This is not a loofe Opinion of my own, but the Opinijoan of the whole 
Country. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; 
He was afked, 


Whether the Eunuchs, Jewar and Behar Ally Cawn, made a Difcovery of the Treafures un- 
der Terrors of Punifhment ? 

They made the Difcovery of the Treafures, in Hopes of a Remiffion of their Punifhment. 

Whether the Treafures, whofever they were, were not guaranteed to the Begums by you 
yourfelf ? 

To the beft of my Recollection, I did give my Signature to the Guarantee of Mr. Briftow; 
but I am not certain of that. 


Whether you did not inform the Prifoners, that the Charges of their Crimes fhould be de- 
livered to them ? 
To the beft of my Recollection, I did. 


‘When was that done ? 
I do not recollect exactly. 
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Was it ever done ? 
I think it was. 


By whom? 
By the Nabob’s Minifter. 


Have you ever feen the Copy? 
I never did. 


Did you ever fee the Anfwer ? 
No, I did not. 


Did you ever hear that they admitted the Truth of the Charges ? 
I believe they did not admit the Truth of them. 


_ . Did you ever hear that they were interrogated by any Cauzee, or Man of the Law, rela- 
tive to the Offence with which they were charged ? 
I never did. 


Whether a Perfon called Shumfhire Cawn, an adopted Son of the Eunuch’s, was not im- 
prifoned on the fame Charge on which the Eunuchs were imprifoned ? 
To the beft of my Remembrance he was. 


Was any Copy of his Charge delivered to him ? 
I do not know. 


How long was he continued in Prifon ? 
I cannor recolleét. 


Was he not difcharged pretty foon? 


I do not recolleét——I left Lucknow foon after my Return from Fyzabad—lI believe he was 
releafed before I returned ; but I fpeak with great Uncertainty. 


What Proofs were given of his Innocence, as diftinguifhed from the Eunuchs ? 


I never heard of any Proofs given of his Innocence, but I think there appeared ftrong ones 
of his Guilt. 


Why was he releafed ? 
I never heard; but I think it probable that he was releafed, becaufe his Principal was in 


Confinement. ts 


From whence were the Treafures taken which the Eunuchs difcovered ? 


To the beft of my Recollection the greateft Part was taken from Holes dug in their own 
Floufes. 


To what Amount ? 
I do not recolle& exactly, but my Correfpondence will fhew it. 


In what Specie was the Money ? 
In different Species of Rupees, in Gold and Silver. 


How was it difpofed of ? 
It was received on the Company’s Account, in Payment of the Nabob’s Debt. 


‘What was then done with it? 

Part of it was appropriated to the Payment of the Englith Troops ftationed in the Vizier’s 
Country, who were confiderably in Arrear ;—to Colonel Muir’s Detachment, which was then on 
its Return from the Mahratta Country ;—the Refidue was remitted to the Prefidency at Cal- 
cutta. 


Were the Payments and Remittances made in the actual Coin found in the Houfes of the 
Eunuchs? 

They were reduced to the Standard Rupee, according to the eftablifhed Batta, or Rate of 
Exchange, the Difference between One Rupee and another. 


To whofe Account was that Difference charged ? 
To the Begums, 


When the Begums had delivered fuch Treafure as they had, what Reafon was there for 
charging them any Thing on Account of the Deficiency of the Species ? 

The Agreement was for a particular Sum in a certain Species of Rupee, the Begums there- 
fore had Credit given them for whatever was received, according to its Value, compared with 
the Standard Rupee. 
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Upon what Principle was it, when the actual Treafures wére claimed as the Nabob’s, that 
any other than fuch as then were found fhould be demanded of them ? 

It was the Nabob’s Agreement with them, and not mine—he gave me Directions to receive 
whatever was tendered by the Begums on the Company’s Account, It was impoffible for me 
to receive it in any other Manner than as J was to pafs it in Payment on the Company’s 
Account, 


Whether the Money firft found in the Eunuchs Hands made a Part Payment of a Bond, 
or any other Specialty ° 
It made a Part Payment of the Eunuchs own Agreement-=a written Agreement. 


When was that Agreement executed ? 
I do not recollect exactly—a very thort Time before the firft Payment. 


Are you quite fure that Bonds were not given after the Delivery of the Treafure found in 
the Houles ° 


As fure as I can be of any Fact at fo diftant a Period.—I think I may venture to fay I am 
fure of 1t. 


For what Sum was the Bond given ? 
I think it was for Fifty-five Lacks of Rupees, 


Are you fure that the Money found in the Houfes was included in the Bond for the Fifty- 
five Lacks of Rupees ? 
I have faid thac the Bond was given previous to any Payment whatfoever—it was given as 


a collateral Security for the Sum of Money that the Begum had agreed to deliver to the 
Nabob. 


What Equivalent or Value did the Begum receive for that Agreement? 
She received none, to my Knowledge; the Money taken from her was confidered by the 
Nabob as Part of his Hereditary Treafures. 


What Opinions in Law did the Nabob take, to afcertain whether the Treafure was his or 
not? 


I cannot fay. 


Did you know that he ever took any Opinion? 
I did not. 


Did you hear that Muffulmen hold it Jawful to feize on the Goods and Properties of their 
Kindred, without the Authority of a Magiftrate ? 

I believe it is confiftent with the Muffulman Law, that the legal Heir fucceeds to all the 
Property and Effects of his deceafed Parents—I do not know that it is cuftomary for a So- 
vereign Prince in India in fuch Cafes to take any Opinion of Law. 


What Law do the Sovereign Princes of India, of the Mahometan Perfuafion, follow ? 
The Mahometan Law; but I believe according to their own Conftruction of it. 


Do you conceive that the Nabob proceeded by Law, or by Force ¢ 
] conceive he proceeded according to {trict Law. 


What Opinion had the Nabob of the Laws, but hisown? — . 
The Common Laws of the Country he could not be unacquainted with. 


Are you acquainted with the Doétrines of the Khoran, and its Interpreters ? 

I cannot fay Iam particularly acquainted with the Khoran ; but [ have converfed with many 
Interpreters on it, and ] never heard one Difpute the Rights of a Son to poffefs the Treafures 
and Lifects ot his deceafed Father. 


As you have converfed with the Doétors of the Mahometan Law, did they ever inform you 
that a Chapter of the Khoran begins with thefe Words, ‘* True Believers keep your Covenants °”” 
J cannot fay I ever heard them. 


Whether, upon the Refumption of the Jaghires there was not a Covenant in the Treaty of 
Chunar, that Penfions thould be paid to thole Perfons under the Guarantee of the Company, 
whofe Jaghire fhould be refumed, and that the Penfion fhould be paid through the Britufh 
Refident ? 


‘There was. 


Whether the Begums had their Penfions to the Value of their Jaghires punctually paid? 
A Propofal to pay them in Money, equal to the Income of their Jaghires, was repeatedly 
made to them, but rejected. 
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Was that previous to the feizing upon their Jaghires, or fubfequent to it? 
To the beft of my Recollection, it was about the fame Time. 


After the Jaghires had been feized, was there any Tender made of the Payment of the Penfions ’ 
There was not-the Reafon [ conceive was, that they had not made good their Payment to 
the Nabob. 


Was not thefe Penfions to be an Equivalent for the Jaghires, and had it any Thing to do 
with the other Payment as it is called ? : 

It was propofed asa full Equivalent for the Jaghires, and had certainly nothing to do with 
the other Payments ; but while a Balance was due on that, I conceive*the Nabob was juftified 
in withholding the Stipulation. 


What had you to do with the Agreement? 
The Money was to be paid to me, 


Was you not bound by the Treaty of Chunar to pay a Penfion equivalent to the Value of 
the Jaghire taken away—and had that any Relation to other pecuniary Dealings? 

I certainly was bound by the Treaty of Chunar to pay the Begums a Stipulation in lieu of 
their Jaghires-——but I cannot think I fhould have been jultified in iafifting upon that Stipulation 
from the Nabob, while he had a Claim upon the Begum equal nearly to a Year’s Revenue upon 
the Jaghire. 


When the Nabob had taken a written Security for One of his Claims, what Right had he to 
ftop Payment of what he owed upon another Account ? 

I muft have been mifunderftood, if it is fuppofed that I faid the Nabob had a Bond from 
the Begum—She agreed to pay him a certain Sum of Money immediately, which Sum he 
made over to me, in Payment of his Debt to the Company. 


From whom did the written Security come, or to whom was it given? 
The only written Security I had was from the Two Eunuchs, 


Then, when a Security was accepted for the Demand, and the Bodies of the Parties giving 
the Security were detained in Execution from the Time of the giving of the Bond, and before 
the Date of the final Payment, on what Principle was the Payment of the Penfion given on 
another Account withheld ? : 

I have already mentioned the Reafons J conceived the Nabob had for withholding the Pen- 
fion, and I do not think I fhould have been juftified in infifting upon the Payment of it, untl 
he had received his Dues from the Begum. 


Was you not in the actual Receipt of the Rents of the Jaghire Lands ? 
I. was. 


Did not you afterwards mortgage the Jaghire Lands? 
1 did not. 


Did not the Affiftant Refident, Mr. Johnfon? 
Not to my Knowledge; but I believe they were mortgaged by the Nabob and his Minifter. 


Then the Begum neither had the Lands nor the Penfion? 
Not while I ftaid—I left the Nabob’s Court before the End of the Year, and while the 
Account between the Nabob and the Begums was unfettled. 


Was the Money remitted to the Paymafters you mention, and to Calcutta, id the Species 
you received in Payment ? 
I cannot pofitively fay that it was ; but moft probably it was. 


Are you fure that you did remit it in the Species you received it? 
I cannot be fure. 


What did you do with that Species ? 
_ ie ah to Lucknow, where it was examined by the Shroffs or Bankers, and an Eftimate of 
it made. 


Have you the Papers relative to that Eftimate ? 
I think they may be found in my Correfpondence. 


Are you fure that no Part of that Species was fold? . 
I cannot be fure that it was not 5 but if it was fold, it was fold for its Value--it was received 
as Bullion, and paid away in the fame Way. 
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Can you recollect whether it was fold, or not ? 
I cannot recollect ; but I think it probable fome of it was.——{t was not in general in Species 
of Rupees that would have been received in Payment by the Troops, 


Was it exchanged by the Shroffs at a fettled Batta, or was it fold ? 
T have na Doubt it was exchanged with the Shroffs at a fettled Batta. 


Can you not determine pofitively whether it was fold or exchanged ? 
1 fcarcely know any Difference between its being fold or exchanged. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


5 To report a Progrefs, 8c, 


Veneris, 19° die Maij 3786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houle, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
late Governor General of Bengal. 





Witnels Examined, 


Mr. MIDDLETON. 
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MINUTES, &e. 





Lune, 22° die Maij 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles ef 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


N ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


The latter Part of the Evidence given by the Witnefs on the laft Day of the 
Sitting of this Committee, being read to him; 


He was afked, 


You are defired to fay, as a Matter of Fact, whether that Species of Rupees were fold 
or exchanged ? 

I really cannot recolleét—poffibly the Accounts I have referred to in my Correfpon- 
dence will fhew. 


How comes it you cannot recollect 1n what Manner you made the Exchange or Sale 
of fo great a Sum of Money? 

I really am not able to give any other Anfwer to that Queftion than I have already 
done.—I have faid, that I know of no effential Difference between exchanging the dif- 
ferent Species of Rupees for others, on the fixéd Batta or Exchange for each, or felling 
them for a certain Rupee upon the fame Terms.—I hope the Committeé will allow me to 
refer to the Account I have already quoted for further Particulars, 


Have you any Copy of that Account ? 

I have not. 

With what Shroffs did you negotiate the Money ? 

With the common Shroffs ufually employed at Lucknow, in Concurrence with the 
Agents fent from Fyzabad, to be prefent at the Shrofing or Examination of the faid 
Monies. 


Who were the Shroffs ? ‘ ie 
I cannot recolleét their Names, but they were Gomaftahs, or Agents of the principal 
Banking Houfe at Benares, who were principally employed in the Company’s Service. 


Was it Gopaul Dofs? 
To the beft of my Recollection Gopaul Dofs’s Agents were the Perfons. 
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Was their Signature to the Account? 
I do not know that it was. 


Is it not ufual in Tranfaétions of this Kind to have the Signatures of the Parties who 
{fettle the Batra? 

‘ttre Batta was fettled according to the intrinfic Value of the Rupees, and according to 
a Table of Affay which was lodged in the Refident’s Office as a Guide to him, for all 
Receipts and Difburfements from and to the Vizier. I know of no Inftance where the 
Shroffs Signature was put to any Account of that Sort. 


By what Means 1s the Fairnefs of thofe Accounts ufually authenticated ? 
By the Affuys made in the Mint at Calcutta and Lucknow, not by me, but by my Pre- 
deceffor. « 


How is the Fairnefs of the Tranfaction between the Parties authenticated who go to have 
the Money ‘fhroffed, and the Perfon who fhroffs the Money? 

It is difficult for me to underftand that Queftion—if I underftand it right, I will give 
an Anfwer to it:=-The Rupees received from the Begums were, for aught I know, of 
Twenty different Species ;—each Rupee had its intrinfic Value, according to the Table of 
Affay lodged with me as my Authority for all my Tranfaétions with the Vizier.—The 
Shroffs, therefore, had nothing to afcertain but the Species of the actual Rupee ; that 
done, its exact Value was afcertained in the Affay Table. 


Who was prefent at that Tranfaétion ? 
I have no Doubt but the Begum’s own Agents were prefent at every TranfaCtion relative 
to the Money; they were fent from Fyzabad for that Purpofe. 


‘Did they affix their Signature to that Valuation? 
I do not know that they did. 


What did the whole Charge of Batta upon the whole £. 550,000 amount to? 
\t is impoffible for me to recollect. 


What do you think? 
I really cannot venture to make a Guefs; but I apprehend the Account itfelf will fhew it. 


Where is the Account? 
I think the Account 1s mentioned in fome of the Letters which paffed between Mr. 
Johnfon and the Commanding Officer at Fyzabad. 


Was there no other Account ? 
I do not know of any other Account of that Tranfaction—it was introduced into the 
Public Accounts of the Company with the Vizier. 


Were there not Jewels and Goods likewife delivered in Part Payment? 
There were. 


How were they difpofed of? > 
Vhey were moft of them fold. 


By whom? 
By the Nabob’s Agents, in concert with the Agents of the Begums, who were fent from 
Fyzabad for the Purpofe of appraifing them. 


What had the Nabob’s Minifter to do with them, the Nabob having transferred the Whole 
of his Demand upon the Begums to you? 

It is true the Nabob transferred the Whole of his Demand upon the Begums to the 
Company, but he had Credit only for the Money actually realized; until therefore the 
Goods and Jewels were converted into Cafh, the Refident could not charge them to the 
Company’s Account. 


Did not you take that Securitv, the Eunuch’s Bond, or other Engagement, before that 
Time, to yourfelf ? 
I .did. 


Did not you take the Money upon which there was a Lofs in the Exchange? 
{ did. 


To whom did you charge that Lofs ? 
I drew out the Account, and gave the Particulars of all the Rupees I had received, 
charging the Batta upon them, andI gave the Nabob Credit for the Sum they produced in 


Fyzabad, on the Standard Rupee. 
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To whofe Account did you charge the Lofs ? 
The Lofs was charged to the Begums’ Account. 


To whofe Account did you charge the Difference between the E(t}; 
delivered, and the Produce of the Goade fold ? Beene ae he eon 
I do not recollect an Eftimate of the Goods and Jewels ;—the Begums’ own Agents came 
from Fyzabad with them—were prefent atthe Valuation, and remained there till the Whole 
was fold, and Credit was given only for what they actually fold for. 


Credit to whom ? 
To the Nabob, as Moncey received from the Begums. 


What Credit was given to the Begums in that Account relative tothem ? 
Credit for what they actually fold for. 


And no more? 
Of courfe no more. 


Were they then delivered at Random, and upon no Eftimate or Valuation what- 
foever ? 

I do not know that any Fftimate accompanied them: They were brought from Fyza- 
bad under the Seal of the Begums or the Eunuchs, J forget which, and they weic opened 
by thofe Agents. 

Was there an Inventory only, and no Valuation whatfoever ? 

I do not recollect ever feeing an Inventory, until it was taken of them when they were 
opened. 

If the Begums were only credited for what the Goods and Jewels fold for, how came 


they to be delivered up tothe Nabob’s Minifter to be fold ? 
I could not receive thein until their Value was afcertained. 


Could you not afcertain that Value by the fame Perfons who afcertained the Valuc of the 
Money, or by Jewellers, or other Perfons chofen by the Parties? 

J certainly could ; but I chofe rather to leave it to the Regums’ own Agents and the 
Nabob’s, as I was to give the Nabob Credit only for the Moncy they a¢tually realized. 


Whether the Lofs, whatever Lofs was upon them, was not for fo much a Chare 
the Begums, and not on the Nabob:? “er Eee 
I do not know what Lofs there could be upon them, if they fold for what they were 
eftimated at by the Begums’ own Agents, and other indifferent People, who valued 


them. 

But if they did not, upon whom was the Lofs to fall ? 

I cannot fay who it was to fall upon. 

Moft the Lofs not have fallen upon the fame Parties upon whom the T.ofs upon the Sale 
of Rupces fell ? 

T apprehend it muft, if there was any Lofs. 


Did not you mean to exact {rom your Prifoners the full Amount of their Fngasement ? 
‘The Nabob certainly did mean to exact from the Begun the Sum fle agreed to pay. 


Queflion repeated, 
I did not confider them as my Prifoners. 


Did you not mean to exact from them the full Amount of their Engagements, whofcto- 


ever Prifoners they were ? 
That certainly was the Intention. 


To whom were the Jewels and other Goods delivered ? 
To the beft of my Recollection they were lodged in the Company’s Treafury, under the 


Seal of the Begums’ Agents. 


How came it that, having been lodged in your Hands, you came to deliver them over 


for Sale to Hyder Beg Cawn ? 
I do not recolleét they were formally delivered over to Hyder Beg Cawn, but he came 


to the Company’s Treafury, where they were lodged, to be prefent at the Valuation. 


-Then were they valued ? 
Undoubtedly they were. 


Why 
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"Why were they delivered over to Hyder Beg Cawn for Sale ? 
’ They were not delivered over to him for Sale, further than I have mentioned.—After the 


Walue was fixed upon them by the Begum’s Agents, and others appointed for that Purpofe, 
they were fold according tothe Valuation, to any Body who chofe to purchafe them. 


Who fold them ? 
J fancy the Company’s Treafurers. 


find not Hyder Beg Cawn ? 

-I believe not. 

Which of the Company’s Treafurers fold chem ? 

I cannot fay that I recollect. 

How many Company’s Treafurers were there then at Lucknow? 

To the beft of my Recolleéction, there were Five or Six then employed in the Treafury. 


Were they fold by One of the Treafurers, or all of them ? 
I cannot fay, but I believe they were fold by them indifcriminately. 


Were they fold by public Auction, or by private Contraé&? 
I have already obferved that they were fold according to:the Valuation affixed on them 
by the Agents appointed by the Begums and the Nabob. 


Queftion repeated. 
By private Contract, according to the Valuation before mentioned. 


Who were the Purchafers ? 
I do not recollect all the Purchafers ; there were a great many. 


Who were the principal Purchafers ? 
The principal Purchafers were the Merchants of Lucknow. 


Were they Native Merchants, or Britifh ? 
Native Merchants. 


Have you the Account Sales? 
I have not. 


Where Is it? 
At Lucknow, I imagine. 


In whofe Hands? 

I fancy it is lodged in the Refident’s Office. 

Did the Sum exactly tally with the Valuation ? 

I have no Doubt but it did. 

Fixactly ° . 

T have no Doubt but it did. 

Hay you ever known a Sale where the Parties valuing were not the Purchafers, where 
fuch a Thing ever happened that the Sale and Valuation fhould exaétly tally in all the 


Articles ? 
I cannot fay I have ever known any Inftance of that Sort. 


Are not Jewels in particular liable to a great Diverfity in that Refpect, namely, in what 


they are valued at, and what they are fold for ? 
They certainly are; but in this particular Inftance they were valued for what they would 


fell for. 
Were there not many Articles of Wearing Apparel and Women’s Ornaments amongft 


the Goods ? 
There were, to the beft of my RecolleGtion, many Articles of Women’s Ornaments. 


Ts not their Value very arbitrary ? 
They were moftly either Gold or Silver, and valued as Bullion, to the beft of my Re- 


collection. 
Was there not a confiderable Quantity of Cloaths, or Miterials for making Cloaths ? 
There was, : 


Are 
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Are they not very arbitrary in their Value? 


They certainly are—bue I believe there were not Articles of Cloaths fold during my 


Continuance at Lucknow,—there were fome Arti¢les of that Sort brought to Lucknow, 
but not fold. 


Why were not all the Articles of the Begums’ Effects fold by public Auction? 
I really do not know, but I believe it is a Mode of Sale very unufual in that Country. 


Were all Parties admitted indifferently to make their Propofals? 
JT do not recollect any were admitted before the Valuation was made which | have before 


defcribed—that being done, any Perfon whatever was admitted to fee them, and to take 
any Part he pleafed at the Valuation. 


Were they then difpofed of by Lottery ? 
I am not able to give any other Anfwer to the Queftion than I have already done—I have 
defcribed the Manner in which the Goods were valued and fold. 


Were they fold by Lottery? 
No.--I do not underitand. that to be a Lottery. 


What Manner had you to afcertain a fair Bidding and Competition, in a Sale conducted 
in the Manner you have defcribed? 


I apprehend the Mode defcribed was the Option of the Begums’ own Agents, 


Did the Begums’ Agents nominate the Perfons who were to take them at that Valuation? 
They did not—any Perfon whatever was free to take them. 


Why did they defire that extraordinary Mode? 

I believe ic is not an extraordinary Mode, but the ufual Mode of fuch Tranfactions in 
that Country.—TI believe that on a former fimilar Occafion, in the Time of my Predeceffor, 
precifely the {ame Mode was purfued, and fuch Goods and Jewels as remained unfold at the 
Time I relieved Mr, Briftow were carried down by him to Calcutta, and by Order of the 
Council there, fold by Public Auétion. 


° 


If feveral Perfons had a Mind to offer to take the Goods at the Valuation, how was the 
Preference to be determined ? 


I really cannot fay. 


Did the Begums’ Agents fign the Valuation ? 
I believe they did. 


What were their Names ? 
I do not recollect. 


Are you fure that they fold them? 
I am not fure—but I have no Doubt of it. 


Did you never hear that the Begums complained of the low Value of the Goods, and 
the fimall Produce of the Sales? 

To the beft of my Recollection, the Eunuchs did; and they were informed, in Anfwer, 
that none had been valued or fold, but in Conjunction with their own Agents. 


Did not the Begums themfelves fend a Complaint to that Effect? 
I do not recollect that they did. 


Whether any Englifh Gentlemen, befides thofe ordinarily refiding there, were at that 
Time at Lucknow ? 
I don’t recollect that there were. 


Did not the Nabob of Oude make frequent Complaints of the Englifh Officers com- 
manding Corps in his Service? 

I cannot fay that the Nabob of Oude made Complaints againft the Oficers—-but he com- 
plained of the heavy Expence of their Corps. 


Are you fure he never complained of any of the Commanders, or of the Cuftoms and 
Ufages they eftablifhed in the Country, and of the Authority they exercifed over his Sub- 
jects ? 


I cannot charge my Memory with his having made any fuch Complaints. 


Recollec& yourfelf, to anfwer to that Queftion. a 
I cannot charge my Memory with any particular Inftance; but I think it very probable 
he may have made Complaints of that Sort. 
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If he did make fuch Complaints, do you think they were well or ill founded ? 

F think, in fome Inftances, there might be Caufe for Complaint ? 

Do you recollect any of thofe Inftances? 

I think I have met with Inftances where Troops have been fent out to collec Provi- 
fions, where the Aumils, or Collectors of the Country, have complained of the Irregu- 
larity of the Troops. - 

Were any Englith Military Officers employed in the Colle€tion of the Nabob’s Revenue? 

There were. 


Who were they? 
Colonel Hannay was employed in the Diftriéts of Goruckpore and Baraich. 


Who elfe ? 

For fome Time Major Ofborne was employed in a Part of the IMahabad Diftria, lying 
to the Weltward of the Gangese 

Were thofe the only Two that were ever fo employed ? | 

They were the only Two that were actually employed in the Colleétions.—Major Balfour 
was ftationed in the Rohilcund Country, with one Regiment of Sepoys, and gave his Af- 
filtance as Occafion required, in realizing the Company’s Affignments. 


Had Major Balfour no Share whatever in the Collectian, except merely as commanding 
a Regiment of Sepoys? 
To the beft of my Knowledge, he had not beyond what I have defcribed. 


Did not all the Britifh Officers give that Affiftance occafionally ? 
They did. 


How came it then that Major Balfour, having no more particular Share than the others, 
you Came to mention him as an Inftance. 

I have mentioned all the Britith Officers in the Nabob’s Service, excepting the Officers 
in Command of the Nabob’s Body Guard at Lucknow. 


Flad the Officer commanding that Guard any Share in collecting the Revenues ? 

I recollect on one Occafion, many Years ago, his Regiment being fent out to quell 4 
Difturbance in a remote Diftri€&t ; but I do not believe he had ever any Thing to do with 
the Collection of the Revenues. 


Had the Officer commanding the Refident’s Regiment any Thing to do of that Sart? 
If the Queftion means the Company’s Refident ftationed at Lucknow—none. 5 
Had any of the fubordinate Officers, in any of the Corps in that Service, any Share in 


collecting the Revenues ? 
There were no fubordinate Officers but thofe ftationed with Colonel Hantiay.—I cannot 


fay in what Manner he employed them. 
What Corps did Colonel Hannay cammand in the Nabob’s Service ? | 
Three Regiments of regular Sepoys--Native Troops upon the Nabob’s Eftablifhment. 


Were they Cavalry or Infantry ? 
Infantry. 


~ At what Time was Colonel Hannay appointed to the Collections of Baraich and Goruck- 


pore ? — 
To the beft of my Recollection, either the End of 1777 or Beginning of 1778, but I 


cannot recollect. 
Was not you then Refident? 
I was? : 
What was Colonel Hannay’s Engagement for his Year ? 
I really do not know. 


How many Years did he hold it? oko 
To the beit of my Recollection, till the End of the Year 1779—till about Auguft or 


September. 


How came he to hold it no longer ? . 
The Nabob, who had appointed him to it, chofe to continue him no longer. 


What Reafon did the Nabob affign for removing him? | 
The Nabob to me afligned no other Reafon, than that the Country of cals Geter 
a 
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a Diftri& in which he had long been accuftomed to fpend fome Months, ufually in hunting, 
and that his Pleafures there had often been interrupted by Colonel Hannay’s Troops. 


‘Was that the only Reafon you heard affigned ? 
It was the only Reafon I ever heard the Nabob affign. 


Was Colonel Hannay reftored to that Situation? 
Not during my Refidence there. 


Then Colonel Hannay was only in that Colledtion for thofe Two Years ? 

Upon my Re-appointment to Lucknow, at the End of the Year 1780, I found Colonel 
Hannay in Poffeffion of the fame Aipppointment he had held before, and I was informed 
that he had held it from the Beginning of that Year. 


When was Colonel Hannay removed the Second Time, and by whom? 
In September 1781, by the Governor General, at the Nabob’s Defire. 


Did you not receive a Complaint on the Part of the Begums relative to the Regula- 
tions made to their Prejudice by Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon ? 

To the beft of my Recollection Major Gilpin brought fome Letters to Lucknow from 
Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon. A very few Days before my Removal I caufed 
Copies to be taken of them, and left in the Records of my Office. 


When you went down to Calcutta, did Mr. Haftings make any Enquiries from you 
on that Subjeét ? 
He did not. 


Did not you hear that Mr. Stables had moved in Council to make an Enquiry into the 
Evidence againft the Begums, in Confequence of a Letter from the Court of Directors, 
expreffing their DiffatisfaGtion at the Evidence againft them, which had been tran{mitted ? 

I do not recollect to have heard fuch a Cucumftance in India. 


What Time did Major Ofborne begin to rent the Diftrict which he held? 
I cannot exaétly recolleét the Time, but it muft have been fome Time in 1777 or 
1778, I cannot be certain which: In 1778 more probably. 


How long did he hold it? 

I Jeft him in Poffeffion of it when Mr. Purling obtained my Appointment.—I think 
he muft have been removed from it about the Moath of May 1780. I was not at Luck- 
now ag the Time. 


a 
Who removed him? 
The Nabob, I underftood, who appointed him. 


On what Account ? : 
I really cannot fay, as I was not at Lucknow at the Time. 


Did you never hear ? 
I never did, . 


At whofe Recommendation was Major Ofborne appores to that Collection ? 


He was appointed to the Nabob’s Service by the Recommendation of the Govétnor 
General and Council. 


At whofe Recommendation was Colonel Hannay appointed to his Collection of thofe 
Diftricts ? 
I believe it was at the Recommendation of Hyder Beg Cawn. | 


Who recommended him to Hyder Beg Cawn? . 
I really do not know, but I believe he had been a great while acquainted with Hyder 
Beg Cawn. 


Did thofe Officers hold thofe Collections in their own Name? 
Major Ofborne I believe did, to the beft of my Recollection. 


In whofe Name did Colonel Hannay hold his? 
There were different Native Collectors under him, whefe Names I do not recollect. 


Do you not know that it was contrary to the Company's Orders for Military Officers to 
be concerned in farming or collecting the Revenues ? 
I do not know that it is. 


Have you feen Mr. Haftings’s Remarks upon the Treaty ef Chunar t 
I have read them. ; 
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Do you know what Ground Mr. Haftings had for faying, ‘‘ That the remote Stations 
© of thofe Troops placing the Commanding Officers beyond the Notice, and Controul of 
«¢ the Board, afforded too much Opportunity and Tempration for unwarrantablé Emolu- 
«© ments, and created the Contagion of Peculation and Rapacity throughout the whole 
co Army?” 

I do not. : 

Did you fee Mr. Haftings at or about the Time of the Treaty of Chunar? 

I did. 

Had you any Converfation with him on that Subject? 

I do not recollect that I had any particular Converfation with him. 


Then an Extract of a Letter from Mr. Haftings to Edward Wheler, Efquire, &c. 
Council, Fort William, dated Chunar, 29th November 1781, was read to 
the Witnefs, as follows, viz. 


© (4%) N°. Articles of Agreement concluded with the Nabob Vizier. 
‘N° rx. A and B, Explanation of the above Articles. 
‘ N° 2. Agreement of the Nabob Vizier. 
© N° 3. Reafons for the above Agreement. 
‘N° 4. My Inftruétions to the Refident. 
© N° 5. Orders iffued in Confequence of the Agreement, N° 1. 


Have you any Copies of thofe Papers ? 
No, I have not. 
Were Colonel Hannay’s Battalions reduced on his Removal, or only placed under an- 


other Officer? 
They were reduced. 


Were Captain Ofborne’s reduced ? 

They were reduced at that Time; but the fame Corps was afterwards re-eftablifhed 
under the Command of Major Clark. 

Did they continue during your Refidency ? 

They continued till they were reduced by the Treaty of Chunar. 

Were they never re-eftablifhed afterwards ? 

They were not. 


Was there any Recommendation to re-appoint them ? 
I do not recollect that there was, 


Upon what Ground did you and Mr. Johnfon think it neceffary to fign a folemn Decla- 
ration, that you had not received any Confideration for the Part you took in the Treaty 


of Chunar? 
It was in confequence of a Letter from Mr. Haftings, which to our Judgment feemed 


to convey fome Intimation of that Sort. 
What was the Annual Amount of the Allowances paid by the Nabob of Oude to Sir 
Eyre Coote? 
To the beft of my Recollection, about Fifteen thoufand Rupees per Month. 
On what Account, or for what Service, were thofe Allowances charged to the Nabob ? 
They were charged on the Nabob when Sir Eyre Coote firft went up there, on Account 
of his extraordinary Charges in the Field. 


By whofe Order were they fo charged ? ; 
Originally, I underftood, by the Order of the Governor General and Council. 


Have not you feen that Order ? ae 
I really do not recolle& I ever.did; the Order was to Mr. Purling, at leaft it was in his 
Time. 
Mutt it not have appeared in the Records of your Office? : 
In all Probability it did. 
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Do you know when the Allowances were to ceafe, according to the Terms o thar 


Order? 
I do not. 


How long were they continued ? 
Sir Eyre Coote was in the Receipt of them when I left Lucknow. 


Do you know that there was a pofitive Order from the Directors to put an immedtate 
ae thofe Allowances ? 
Q not, 


Did you receive any public Order from the Council, or in their Name, to ftop thofe 
Allowances ? 
I never did. 


Did you receive any Order to continue them ? 
I did not. 


Were they paid by you to Sir Eyre Coote? 
They were. 


By what Authority ? 
By the Nabob’s Orders. 


hides == not this Allowance abolifhed with the others, according to the Treaty of 
unar ! 
I really do not know. 


When did you firft repair to Lucknow, as Agent to Mr. Haftings? 
I went up firft as Agent to Mr. Haftings in 1774. a. 


At what Time in 1774? 
To the beft of my Recollection, in January 1774 I left Calcutta. 


Have you ever heard about what Time the Rohillas took Poffeffion of the Country called 
the Rohilcund Country ? 

I believe it is pretty certain that they firft eftablifhed themfelves tn that Country from 
1744 to 1747; they ultimately inftituted their Government there in 1747. 


Of what Profeffion were thefe Rohillas when they firft came into the Country ! 
They were Adventurers, or Soldiers of Fortune. 


Did they apply themfelves to Hufbandry, or Manufactures, or the mechanic Arts? 

I never underftood that they applied themfelves to any other Profeffign but that of 
Arms. 

Have you any Means of judging of the Extent of the Country called Rohilcund ? 

To the beft of my Recollection, the Length of it 1s about Three hundred and Fifty 
Miles, and about Half of that Breadth in the broadeft Part. 


Have you any Means of judging of the Number of Inhabitants of all Kinds in the 
Year 1774 in that Country ? - 

I] have no Means of judging with any tolerable Accuracy ; but I have heard, and have 
Reafon to fuppofe, they could not be efs than from One Million and a Half to Two 
Millions of People. 

What was the Character of the Rohillas as to Good Faith? 

They were univerfally confidered as People whofe Faith was not to be depended upon, 
and they were held, in the Eftimation of the People of Indoftan in general, as a Race very 
inferior to themfelves. 

When was the Treaty made between Sujah Dowlah and the Rohillas for expelling the 


Mahrattas from Rohilcund—meaning that Treaty which Sir Robert Barker attefted ¢ 
It was before I went up into that Country—I imagine it muft have been in the be- 


ginning of whe Year 1773. 
Have you ever heard whether Sujah Dowlah was upon good Terms with the Chiefs of 


the Rohillas before che Year 1773 ? 
I a hal he very well known, that mutual Jealoufies had fubfifted between them, 


whith’ had théir .Corimencement in the Life-time of Sujah Dowlah’s Father. 
" : [Mm] Have 
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. Have you any Reafon to believe that Sujah Dowlah would have aliitted the Rohillas in 
ae the Mahrattas from Rohilcund in 1773, if he had not been inftigated to it by the 
Kinglifh ? . 

I fhould imagine, that Sujah Dowlah would not have ventured to have engaged in the 

Quarrel, unlefs he had been affured of the Support of the Englith. 


Do you know, from your Refidence in thet Country, whether, by the Ufage of Indoftan, 
and in the Opinion of the People of that Country, the Atteftation of a Treaty by a Per- 
- st high Rank as Sir Robert Barker, is confidered as a Guarantee ? 

think it ts. 


Have you ever heard that Sujah Dowlah and the Englith did affift the Rohillas in 
dsiving out the Mahrattas, in purfuance of that Treaty? ’ 

{ have always underftood that the Service was performed by the Englith and Sujah 
Dowlah, and that they received very little Affiftance from the Rohillas. a 


Have you ever heard that fruitlefs Reprefentations were made to the Rohillas, either 
by Sujah Dowlah or the Enghih, for the Payment of the 40 Lacks ftipulated to be paid 
for that Service ? 

I have heard that Sujah Dowlah made fruitlefs Applications for it; but I never heard 
that the Englifh made any. | 


Do you apprehend that the Rohillas would have paid the Money, if they had not been 
compelled to it? 
I do not believe they would. 


Could the Rohillas have defended themfelves againft the Mahrattas, if they had not been 
affifted by Sujah Dowlah, or the Englifh? 

I have no Conception that they could.—It is very well known that the very Year be- 
fore, the Mahrattas over-run and plundered the fineft Part of Rohilcund, 


Did you accompany Sujah Dowlah in his Expedition againft the Rohillas, in 1774 ? 
I did. 


Was the War carried on with unneceffary Cruelty? 

My Opinion upon the Subject of that War has been very fully recorded in the Exami- 
nation I undeiwent before the Governor General and Council.—It is many Years ago; and 
I would rather truft to that Record, than to my own Memory. I muft, however, beg 
Leave to declare, that 1 know of no Inftance of Cruelty exercifed in the Courfe of that 
War upon the Rohillas, either by Sujah Dowlah, or by his Orders. 


Have you any Means of judging of the Number of the Soldiers in the Rohilla Army, 
and what they were generally computed at? 

From the beft Information I could obtain at the Time, they canfifted of from isto 
46,000 Men. ; ‘ pars ‘a 


What Number were fuppofed to fall in the Battle between them and Sufi owlah # 
1 fhould imagine from 1,300 to 1,500. a da 


At what Time of the Year was that Battle fought ? 
In April—I think the 23d. 


Was not the War protracted from that Time to the Month of OGober under Fizoolla 
Cawn? 

It was. 

By the Treaty of Lall Dang, what Number of Rohillas were permitted to fettle with 
Fizoolla Cawn in the Territory of Rampoor, affigned to him as an independent State? 

Five thoufand Men. 


Was there any Article in that Treaty refpecting the ather Rohilla Soldiers? 


To the beft of my Recollection there was; which Article was, that the reft of the Ro- 
hilla Troops fhould depart the Rohilla Country, and crofs the Ganges. : 


Did char Article refpect the Rohillg Soldiers alone, or did it refpect fe Followers of 
the Rohilla Soldiers ? ‘ Bixee ¥ 

} underftood it refpected only the Troops in Arms, and thétr C sic 
Have you any Means of judging of the Number of Rohilla SMM 


Ganges, in purfuance of this Article? , oer: Pes ; 
I pander nudge with any Certainty.—I left the Rohilla Country before they croffed. 


‘What 
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‘What was their Number reputed to be? 
IT have heard from 30 to 40,000; but 1 don’t believe there was near that Numberous: 


aos you ever heard that any Number of their Wives or Children croffed the Ganges 
’ 0, w 
I have heard that they did. , 


Were thofe Wives or Children compelled to crof the Ganges, or were they fent volun- 
tatily td crofs the Ganges, by the Rohiflas? . 
They were fent to crofs the Ganges before the War commenced, I apprehend for Se- 
curity. 
_ Who was the Sovereign of the Country on that, Side of the Ganges to which the Ro- 
hillas cfoffed ? 
- Zabita Cawn, another of the Rohilla Chiefs. 
Were not the Rohillas immediately received by him, and incorporated amongft his 


Troops ? 
I underftood a great Number of them were. 


Did you ever hear that any People were compelled to leave the Country after this great 
eS . hs Confequence of the Treaty of Lall Dang? 
never did. 


Have you ever heard whether any of the Rohillas who croffed the Ganges were fuffered 
to return? 

None of them were publicly permitted to return; but it was very certain many of them 
did return. 


wee do you apprehend was the Occupation of the greateft Part of thofe who did 
return! 

Many of them werft to Fizoolla Cawn, and many of them inlifted in the Vizier’s own 
Troops. 

If the Rohilla Soldiers had been fuffered to difperfe themfelves about the Country of 
Rohilcund, after the Treaty of Lall Dang, inftead of being obliged to crofs the Ganges, 
do you apprehend they would have applied themfelves to Hufbandry or Manufactures ? 


I do not. 


Was Fizoolla Cawn able to receive and maintain them all. 

He certainly was not, : 

After the Rohilla Chiefs had been deprived of the Sovereignty of the Country, could any 
Expedient have been thought of for difpofing of the Rohilla Soldiers, equally fafe for the 
Peace of the Country, and more favourable to them, than that of compelling them to crofs 
the Ganges? 

I cannot fuggeft any. 

Have you ever heard whether the Rohilla Soldiers were averfe to that Article of the 
Treaty of Lall Dang which compelled them to crofs the Ganges? : 

If they had been averfe to it, 1 conceive they had the Power of preventing Fizoolla 
Cawn from acceding to it. 

Do you know of any Cruelty pra@tifed towards the Females of the Rohilla Chiefs ? 

I do not. 


{ (4) Then an Extract of a Letter from the Prefident to Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, 
. ee a7th May 1774, was réad to the Witnefs, as follows; viz. | 


© Colonel Champion complains of the Conduct of the Vizier, in fuffering, 

¢ and even in ordering his Troops to ravage the Country, and in his cruel 

« Treatment of che Family of Hafez Rhamet. ‘This is a Subje€&t on which I 

< cannot write to the Vizier; it might widen the Breach between him and 

| ¢ the Commander in Chief, and poffibly influence the Nabob to fome private 
¢ Revenge on the unhappy Remains of Fiafez Rhamet’s Family. I defire 


‘es ’ it \ 
Read from the Appendix, N° 27, to the Fifth Report from the Committee of Secrecy appointed 
to bette imto the Cauke of the War i the Carnatic, and of the Condition of the Britith Pofleffiuns 


in thofe Parts. re ¢ cherefore 





[ 126 ] 


« therefore that you will take an immediate Qecafion to remoniteate to’ him 
° * againit every ACt of Cruelty or wanton Violence: . The Country is his, 
« and the People his Subjects; they claim by that Relation his tendereft Re- 
‘ gard, and unremitted Pratedtion. 
¢ The Family of Hafez have never injured im but have a Claim to his 
¢ Proteétion, in Default of that of which he ha deprived. him; tell him that 
* the Englifh Manners are abhorrent of every Specits of Inhumanity and 
© Oppreffion, and enjoin the gontleft Treatment © a vanguifed Enemy-re- 
¢ ‘quire and entreat his Obfervance of this Principle towards the Family of 
¢ Hafez; tell him my Inftruétions to you generally but urgently enforce the 
* fame Maxim; and that there is no Part of his Conduct will operate fo pa 
¢ erfully in winning the Affeétions of the Englifh, as Inftances of Benevolence 
¢ and Feeling for others. If thefe Arguments do not prevail, you may i0- 
« form him diretly, that you have my Orders to infift on a proper Treatment 
« of the Family of Hafez Rhamet, fince in our Alliance with him the Reputa- 
‘ tion of our national Charaéter is involved in every Act which fubjeéts his 
© own to Reproach ; that I fhall publicly exculpate this Government from the 
‘ Imputation of affenting to fuch a peccdures and fhall .referve it as an 
‘ Objection to any future Engagements with him, when the prefent Service 
© fhall have been decoupled 


Did you receive a Letter from Mr. Haftings, of which that purports to be an Extract ?- 
To that Purport I did receive a Letter. 


[ (+) Then Extragts from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton’s Letter to the Prefidenty,.., a 
dated Biffouly, 17 June 1774, were read to the Witnefs, as follows; viz.] 


© Although J cannot by any Means acquit the Nabob of the Charge which 
the Commander in Chief alledges again him, on the Score of his Treat- 
ment of Hafez Rhamet’s Family, and his wanton Ravages of the Country, 

I can almoft venture to affirm, that his Conduét in thefe Particulars would 
appear on a Scrutiny to have been lefs culpable than Colonel Champion hag n 
been taught to believe. To you, Honourable Sir, who are not unacquainted ™ 
with the Pride and Elaughtinefs of the Nabob’s Demeanour, it will not ap- 
pear extraordinary that he fhould have more Enemies than moft other Men s, 
even his own Servants are very frequently the firlt to afperfe his Character, atrd 
to accufe him of Actions which, with all his Vices and Imperfections, he is 
incapable of committing. The univerfal Prejudice and Diffatisfattion 
which his denying the Army a Gratuity they had built with Certainty upon, 
has raifed againft him in our Camp, has laid open another Sourge of unjuft 
Calumny. Hence, Sir, I aim induced to hope, that Colonel Champion, re- 
lying too implicitly upon the Affertions of every One who has thought it 
neceffary to add to the popular Prejudice, may have viewed his Excellency’s 
Conduct through a partial Medium. Although I might menti6n many Cir- 
cumnftances to prove that my Affertions are not merely ideal, but drawn from 
rea] Facts, I think it unneceffary to take up your Time with more than 
Onc :—Soon after our Arrival at Biffouly, a Report was propagated, and ob- 
tained almoft univerfal Credit, that the Vizier had, in Breach of the facred 
Laws of the Haran, forcibly entered the Zenana of Mahubella Cawn, and 
wantonly violated the Chaftiry of his Daughter; and to make the Crime 
appear ftill in a more heinous Light, it was confidently afferted that the 
unhapp Victim, unwilling to furvive the Difgrace, had facrificed her Life 
to teftify her own Innocence, and redeem the Honour of her Family. The 
Story carrying with it che Colour of Probability, and artfully related with 
fuch aggravating Circumftances as could not fail to excite Pity in every 
humane Breaft, a general Clamour was foon raifed againit the Nabob; and 
as People who were indifferent to the Effects of his Difpleafure did nat 
* f{cruple to reproach him with the infamous Action to his owa Dependanss, 
* the Report was not long in reaching his Ears, vedinels he mani- 7 
© fefted on the Occafion, and the anxious Defire he fhewed to acquir biasfelf 
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of fo difhonourable a Charge, by his unremitted Endeavours fo difcover the 
Author, would have furnithed ftrong prefumptive Proof of his Innocence ; 
but when it was notorious that his Excellency at that ‘Time had never been 
in Mahubella Cawn’s Houfe—that his Effects were left untouched—and thir 
the Daughter, who was fuppofed to have fallen a Sacrifice to his Pleafures, was 
yet in being, I could be at no Lofs what Degree of Credit to beftow upon 
the Information. The other Proofs, if required, might have been drawn 
from the peculiar Circumftances which at that Time marked the Nabob’s 
Situation. 

¢ The Severity with which the Nabob latterly treated Doondcy Cawn’s Fa+ 
mily, may be accounted for, and in my humble Opinion in foie Meafure 
juftified. He always confidered them as Prifoners; but until an Appearance 
of Treachery and Deceit on their Part had given hiny Caufe of Difpleafure, 
he did not betray any Refentment: On the contrary, although Guards were 
placed ibs their Houfes, to prevent any Things from being caried away, 
every Liberty of Accefs and Eerefs was allowed them, although denied to the 
Family of Hafez Rhamet; and I am perfuaded they would have retained Pof- 
feffion, at leaft of all their prefent Effects, had they not abufed the Confidence 
he had repofed in them, and attempted to fecrete their Property. “his Pro- 
cedure effectually clofed every Avenue to an Accommodation with Mahubella 
Cawn; and thofe who are acquainted with the Impetuofity and Violence of 
the Nabob’s Temper, feem lefs furprized that his Excellency fthould deprive 
this Family of every Thing they poffeffed, than that Mahubella Cawn’s Infi- 
delity fhould not have coft hin his Head. 

¢ The Family of Hafez have not merited fuch Treatment; though I think 
it probable they may have fuffered for the Mifconduct of others. They cer- 
tainly have been improperly neglected, and have fuffered much Diftrefs and 
Inconveniences for Want of proper Accommodations in oe buc my own 
Knowledge does not furnifh me with any Inftances of Cruelty or Violence 
wantonly exercifed upon them. 

‘ I have the Satisfaction to find, that I have in general anticipated your In- 
ftructions on thefe Subjeéts in Favour of Hafez Rhamet’s Family. 1 moft 
earneftly folicited the Nabob, at the Time I acquainted you with the Son’s 
having delivered himfelf up; and he affured me a Jaghire, which would afford 
a handfomne Provifion for their Maintenance, fhould be allotted them; but as 
he thought it probable, that the fuffering Rohillas of former Rank and Con- 
fequence, to whom the natural Inhabitants might be attached, to remain in 
the Country, might prove a Bar to the Eftablifhment of his own Authority, 
and lay the Foundation of future Troubles, fuch Perfons as had any Claim to 
his Confideration fhould be provided for in his own Three Provinces, or in 
his newly-acquired Poffeffions in the Dooaub, where he could be a Spy and 
Check upon their Actions. 

« The Familiy of Hafez Rhamet and Doondy Cawn, together with a numerous 
Train of Dependents, were removed a few Days ago, under the Efcore of 
Nabob Salar Jung, to Fyzabad, there to remain until his Fxcellency’s Arrival. 
From what I have been able to learn, I have Reafon to believe that proper 
Injunctions were laid upon Salar Jung refpecting the Treatment of thefe un- 
pephy People; and as I fhall be with the Vizier when he determines theit 
re{pective Deftinies, reft affured, Honourable Sir, I wil) not be unattentive 
to your Communds. 


Did you write a Letter to the Prefident, of which that purports to be an Extract? 
I did write a Letter to that Purport, about that Time. 


Upon what Terms were Colonel Champion, the Commander of the Englifh Troops, and 
the Vizier, during the Campaign of 1774? 
I underftood they were upon very indifferent Terms a confiderable Part of the Cam- 


~ 


Had you any Means of obferving the State of the Country of Rohilcund, after the Ro- 
‘hillas had evacuated the Country a 

I had no good Means of obferving the State of it ; I paffed through tt with Sujah Dow- 
dah, after the Clofe of the Campaign. 


[N n] Did 
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Did the Hufbandmen appear to be returned to their ufual Employment when you paffed 
through the Country? 

They did. 

Would it have been confiftent with the Safety of the Province of Oude, to have left the 
Country, called Rohilcund, in the Hands of Perfons who were Enemies to the Nabob of 


Oude? 
The Provinces of Oude and Rohilcund join each other ; I conceive, therefore, it would 


not have been confiftent with the Safety of the Nabob of Oude to have left an Enemy in 
the Poffeffion of Rohilcund, as it would certainly have given a Paffaye for the Mahrattas 
(the greateft Enemies the Vizier had) into his Country, whenever they might choofe to 
attack him, 


After the Rohillas had refufed to make the ftipulated Payment of Forty Lacks to Sujah 
Dowlah, was it not generally believed that they endeavoured to form Conneétions with 
the Mahrattas, for the Support of themfelves againft Sujah Dowlah ? 

I heard fuch Reports, but I was not in the Country at the Time, and do not know what 


Credit ought to be given to fuch Reports. 


Was Bulwant Sing reputed a Prince by Birth? 
1 believe it is very well known that Bulwant Sing was a very mean Perfon. 


Had he any hereditary Power in the Province of Benares? 
I believe not. 
‘Was Cheyt Sing reputed to be an independent Prince, or was he only reputed a Ze- 


mindar ? 
In India I never heard him reputed any thing but a Zemindar. 


Have you ever feen Copies of the Inftruments by which his Zemindary was granted him 


by the Government of Calcutta ? 
I have read thein in Mr. Haftings’s Publication of the Tranfactions at Benares, 


Are they in the fame Form as the Inftruments to all the other Zemindaries under the 
Bengal Government? 

To the beft of my Knowledge they are. 

Is a Zemindar, by the Laws and Ufage of Indoftan, liable to give extraordinary Aids, on 
extraordinary Occafions, over and above his ftipulated Rent? 

I believe it is a Right which every Prince of Indoftan claims, and invariably exercifes. 

Can you mention any Inftances where you have known this Right exercifed by Sujah 


Dowlah? 
I have heard of feveral Inftances in which Sujah Dowlah exercifed it over Bulwant 


Sing ; and in the Rohilla War, I was very well affured Cheyt Sing had a Body of Troops 
employed under Sujah Dowlah. 
It has been thought that Cheyt Sing had the Power of Life and Death—was that Power 


ufually given co Zemindars ? 
I believe it is; and in the Vizier’s Provinces it is given to every Aumil or Collector of 


Revenue. 

While Cheyt Sing was a Dependant on the Nabob of Oude, was not the Right of ap« 
pointing the Mahometan Chief Judge of Benares retained by Sujah Dowlah ? 

I believe it was. 


Was not the Mint retained by Sujah Dowlah ? 

I underftood it was. 

If Cheyt Sing had ftood as an independent Prince, unfupported by Oude or Bengal, 
would he not have been liable to the Invafion of the Mahrattas, or his other Neigh- 


bours? 
I conceive he would. 


Did not his Security in Fact arife from the Protection of Oude, while he was a Depen- 
dant on the Nabob of Oude, and from the Protection of Bengal from 1775, when he be- 


came a Dependant of the Bengal Government? 
I do not think he could have had any other Security. 


Do 
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Po you not believe, that the Mahrattas would have invaded Benares, if they had not 
ftood in Awe of the Bengal Government? 

I conceive they would.—If Rajah Cheyt Sing had no Secyrity but that of his own 
Strength, I am perfuaded that the Mahrattas would have invaded him, as they conftantly 
did the neighbouring State of Bundelcund. 


ies you any Reafon to believe that Cheyt Sing wag difaffected to the Englifi Govern- 
ment ! 

I have no other Reafon to believe it, than having heard Mr. Graham, the former Refi- 
dent at Benares, frequently declare his Opinion, that he was difaffected to the Englifh 
Government.—He declared alfo, that he had.Reafon to believe the Rajah Cheyt Sing was 
carrying on a treafonable Correfpondence with Nudjiff Cawn, and regueited I would ufe 


my Endeavours at the Court of Oude to deteét the original Letters of their Correfpon- 
ence, 


When the extraordinary Aid of Five Lacks was demanded from Cheyt Sing in 1778, 
and the fubfequent Years, by the Bengal Government, was Cheyt Sing’s Conduct fuch as 
by the Cuftoms and Opinions of Indoftan would be deemed contumacious ? 

As far as I have heard of it I think it would. 


i ie for the Princes of Indoftan to punifh the Contumacy of their Dependants 
by Fines : 
I believe it was. 


Did Cheyt Sing objeé& to thefe Payments upon the Grounds that he was not bound to 
pay, or that he was unable to pay? 


I do not remember ever hearing what his Reafons were. 


Specify what Acts of Contumacy you have heard of Cheyt Sing? 
His Refufal of the Fine that was demanded ef him. 


Upon the Demand of the tributary Aid, what Ads of Contumacy can you fpecify of 
Cheyt’s Sing’s? 

His Refufal to py it ;— {peak only as it appears from: Mr. Haltings’s Narrative ;—his 
Refufal to pay it, and obliging the Government to refort to Force. 


What Aéts of Contumacy of Cheyt Sing do you know, or have you heard of, upon the 
Demand of the tributary Aid ? 


I know of none but what are recorded in Mr. Haftings’s Narrative. 


From your Knowledge of the Ufages and Cuftoms of Indoltan, is it your Opinion that 
a Zemindar refufing to give extraordinary Aid upon extraordinary Occafions amounts to 
an Aét of Contumacy ? 


I fhould conceive it would, in the Opinions of the People of Indoftan. 
And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
The Witnefs being again called in, he was afked, 


Is the Zenana a Place where it is ufual for the Princes of Indoftan to depofit theu 
Treafures ? 

I do not know whether it is a ufual Cuftom, but it is very well known that Sujah Dowlah 
depofited his there. 


Have you ever heard that the Revenues of the Province of Oude were regularly carried 
to the Zenana! 
I have heard they were. 


Do you know of any Inftances of Sujah Dowlah’s having confidered the Treafures depo- 
fited in the Zenana as his Treafures? . 

During the Rohilla War, Sujah Dowlah gave me a Draft upon his Treafures there for 
1g Lacks of Rupees on Account of the Company, which was received and carried down to 
Calcutta. 


Have you ever heard whether Sujah Dowlah made a Will? 
I never heard,that he did. 


Do you know of any Act by which Sujah Dowlah trangferred the Property in this Trea- 
fure to his Wife the Bow Begum 
J do not. 


4 If 
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If he had not transferred the Property to his Wife, nor bequeathed by his Will, to whom 


did it belong upon his Death, by the Laws of Indoftan? 
I fhould conceive it belonged to whoever fucceeded to the Soubahdarry, 


Who was that Perfon ? 
The Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah. 


Did Sujah Dowlah leave great Debts ? 
He did; his Debt to the Eaft India Company was very confiderable, and his whole Army 


was largely in Arrears. 
Had he any other Debts? 


I do not know that he had. 
Did Afoph ul Dowlah, upon his Acceffion to the Mufnud, claim his Father’s Treafures 


from his Mother as belonging to himfelf? 
I was not in the Province of Oude atthe Time of Sujah Dowlah’s Death, but I have 


heard and believe he did claim them foon after. 
Have you not heard that from Afoph ul Dowlah himfelf ? 
I cannot be certain that 1 have—I have feen it upon Record. 
Do you know what was the Event of the Firft Claim made by Afoph ul Dowlah, foon 


after his Acceffion in 1776? 
I underflood it was refufed, and perfifted in, till Mr. Briftow interfered, and procured 


the Begum’s Confent to advance a certain Sum. 

What was that Sum? 

To the beft of my Recollection, it was Thirty Iacks of Rupees. 

Upon that Occafion, did Mr. Briftow give the Security of the Englifh Government to 
protect her from the further Demands of her Son ? 

He did. 

Have you any Reafon to believe that, after the Payment of thofe Thirty Lacks of 
Rupees, the Nalo>d Afoph ul Dowlah would have made further Demands upon his Mo- 
ther, if he had not been prevented by the Englifh Company ? 

I have no Doubt but he would. 

When did the Englifh Government fignify to Afoph ul Dowlah that his Mother had 


forfeited their Protection ? 
I do not recollect the precife Time; it was about the End of 1781. 


Upon what Occafion did the Englifh Government withdraw their Protection from the 


Mother of Afoph ul Dowlah? 
In confequence of the Part fhe appeared to have acted on the Infurrection at Benares. 


Did not Afoph ul Dowlah, upon this Protection being withdrawn, extort a further Sum 


of Moncy from his Mother ¢ | 

He did. 

In doing this, were any Severities ufed towards his Mother? 

I do not recolleé& any particular Severities, further than taking Poffeffion of the Kelha, 
or Fort of Fyzabad, in which her Palace ftood. 


Was there any Severity or Incivility to her Perfon ? 


J] do not know that there was. 
Were there not many Jaghires granted to different Perfons within the Province af 


Oude? 
There were. 
Was there not a Jaghire granted to the Begum among others? 


There was. 


Did the Nabob ever exprefs a Wifh to take away that Jaghire ? 
I do not recolleét he ever expreffed a Wifh to take it away without an Equivalent. 


What was the Equivalent he propofed to give her ? 
Whatever Sum fhe collected from it according to her own Statement. 
Was it ever propofed, that an Equivalent fhould be guaranteed to her by the Englith 


Government! . 
It was propofed to be paid to her through the Englifh Refident, 
Would 
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Would that have had the Effect of a Guarantee ? 


I conceive it would. 


Were there other Jaghires granted by the Nabob of Oude, befides this to his Mother ? 
A great many, 


Was the Police of the Government, and the Collection of the Revenues, impeded by 
thofe Jaghires ? 
It was a general Complaint, and, I believe, with Foundation. 


. Were any of the Jaghires granted to Perfons of inferior Rank, to the Companions of 
the Nabob’s Pleafures ? 

There were a great many of them granted to Perfons who had rifen from very inferior 
Situations, particularly to thofe who are known by the Name of Orderlies. 


What is the Meaning of the Word Orderlies ? 

They were a Number of Perfons about the Nabob before he came to the Government, 
who always attended on his Perfon, and were called Orderly Sepoys. Upon his Acceffion 
to the Government, he raifed them to the Rank of Rajahs, and gave them Jaghires, as 
well as Commands in his Army, and large Civil Appointments.—At the Time | lefc 
Lucknow, one of thefe Men had a Collection of Forty Lacks of Rupees. 


When Afoph ul Dowlah expreffed Reluctance to refume the Jaghires, did you undet 
ftand his Reluctance to be in refpect to his Mother’s Jaghires, or to the Jaghires of thete 
Orderlies ? 

I underftood it to be moftly with refpect to refuming the Jaghires of his Orderlies, and 
other Favourites. 


What Defcription of Perfons were confined in the Khourd MhalJ ? 
They were the late Nabob’s Concubines. 


To what Number were they ? 
I really cannot fay, as a Number of them had been fuffered to go out at different Times. 


Were they Women of low Rank or Condition, or Women of Family ? 
I believe there were originally Women of Family amongft them; but the moft Part of 
thofe who now remain are Women of low Extraction. 


Was there a Revenue affigned for their Maintenance ? 
There was. 


Had you any Reafon to believe that the Treafures left in the Cuftody of the Bow Begun 
were intended by Sujah Dowlah to be employed for the Maintenance of the Women con- 
fined in the Khourd Mhal, and the Children he had by them? 

I had never any Reafon to believe they were ? 


In what Part of India was you in January 1780, when Colonel Hannay was again re- 
ftored to his Command? 
I was at that Time in Calcutta. 


Do you know, or have you heard, for what Reafon or by what Means Colonel Hannay 
was again reftored to his Command? 
I have heard that he was reftored to his Command at the Nabob’s perfonal Requeft. 


What clear Revenue did the Diftricts of Goruckpore and Baraich produce annually to the 
Nabob Vizier, previous to Colonel Hannay’s Appointment ? 

I cannot fpeak with Certainty ; but I have generally underftood that the Revennes pro- 
duced by thofe Countries (particularly Goruckpoie) was very little more than fufticed to 
pay the Troops that were neceffarily kept in the Country. 


What clear Revenues did thofe Diftriéts produce annually during the Time Colonel 


Hannay had the Command ? 

I cannot fay; but the Company, I think for the Two Years I held the Refidency, had an 
Affignment each Year of Ten Lacks of Rupees, which I believe was paid, except in the 
Year of the Benares Infurrection, when I believe, to the beft of my Recollection, there was 
One Lack of Rupees Balance on the Ten. 

What clear Revenue did the Diftricts produce after Colonel Hannay’s Removal ? 

I cannot fay, I believe very little. 


Do you know, or did you ever hear, that the late Colonel Hlannay ever was acculed of 
the groffeft Peculation in India? 
* .I cannot fay I ever heard fuch a Charge againft him. 


[Oo] Was 
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Was there at any Time any Compulfion ufed with the Nabob to induce him to grant 
Penfions to any of the Company’s Servants or Britifh Subjects ? 

To my Knowledge there never was. 

Is it the Rule for a Refident when he quits his Office to leave his Accounts and other 
Official Papers at the Refidency ? 

I apprehend itis; 1 have always done fo, 

Do you know when the Monopolies of Salt Petre was firft taken from the Nabob’s 


Officers, and given to the Company’s Servants ? 
I cannot afcertain when it was taken from the Nabob’s Officers; but I have heard that 


many individual Europeans were concerned in that Article, even long before the Death of 
Sujah Dowlah. 

Was any Military Officer concerned in that Monopoly previous to your Appointment to 
the Refidency ? 

] have heard there were. 

What was the Nabob's Opinion of the Juftice and Propriety of Mr. Haftings’s Conduct 
towards Cheyt Sing? # 

I never heard the Nabob exprefs himifelf upon that Subject. 

Has the Nabob always entertained a favourable Opinion of Mr. Hlaftings’s Hamanity, 


Good Faith, Truth, and Juftice? _ 
As far as [ am able to judge, the Nabob always entertained a favourable Opinion of Mr. 


Haftings. 

Did the Natives entertain the fame favourable Opinion ? 

I conceive they did. 

Was Mr. Haflings’s Conduét in the Government agreeable to the People of India, and 
was he refpected by them? 

I have always conceived he was. 


Of what Age was Hafiz Rhamet when he was killed ? 
I never faw him—I fhould fuppofe about Sixty. 


Was he a Native of Rohilcund ? 
I do not believe he was. 


I‘rom what Part of India did he come ? 
I underftood he was Onc of the Military Commanders of Aly Mahomed Cawn, who firlt 


founded the Government there :—He came into the Country with hun. 


a 


From whence did he come? 
La(t from the Court of Delhi. 


Where was he born, do you think ? 
I really do not know.—Very probably he was born at Delhi. 


If he was born at Delhi, how came you to think that the Rohillas did aor come snte 


Poffeffion of that Country ull 1744? «Sy 
He came to Delhi much before that. 
How long before did he come into Indoftan ? ; 


I really do not know; but I fancy a confiderable Time before that. 


How lorig has Sujah Dowlah and his Anceftors been fettled'in the Country of Oude? 
I think the prefent Nabob is the Fourth Generation, to the beet of my Knowledge. 
’ ; 4 i 


Have you ever feen Dow's Hiftory of Indoftan ? 

I have read it; but it is many Years ago. 

No you recolieé that he calls Sujah Dowlah «the more infamoys Son of an infamous 
“¢ Perfian Pedlar ?” 

IT do. 

Do vou not think, that fuch random Accounts of Europeans, taken from no authentic 


Record, are little to be credited ? ; 
I apprehend his Accounts are taken from the fame Source as mine, and other Europeans 


in the Country, 


Was not Zabita Cawn a Rohilla? 
Tle was. Had 
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Had he not fome Dominions upon the Eaftern Side of the Ganges? 
He had. 


Was hein Friendfhip with Sujah Dowlah, or in Enmity, when that whole Tract c 
Country was delivered to Sujah Dowlah ? 
I really cannot take upon me to fay. 


What do you think ? 
I fhould think he was rather an Enemy. 


What do you mean by the Word rather, was he at War with Sujah Dowlah ? 
Not to my Knowledge. 


Did Sujah Dowlah complain, that he had not paid him any Sum of Money agreeable t 
Treaty ? 
I never heard him complain of him by Name. 


Was Zabita Cawn a Party to the pecuniary Agreements, for the Breach of which Suja 
Dowlah made a Pretence to extirpate the Nation of the Rohillas ? 

I never heard that he was a fubfcribing Party to that Treaty :—But I fhould conceiv 
he muft have been interefted in it, as his Country was the moft expofed to the Attack 
of the Mahrattas, and had actually been over-run and deftroyed the Year before. 


Was any Requifition made to Zabita Cawn to pay any Sum of Money on that Account 
previous to the taking away of his Territories? 
I do not know that it was. 


On what Right or Pretence did the Nabob Sujah Dowlah fend a great Body of Men 
Women, and Children to burthen his remaining Territories, after they had been ravaged b 
the Mahrattas ° 

It is impoffible for me to fay upon what Right he conceived himfelf t a. 


What Right had Mr. Haftings to affift him in that Act? 
I really cannot take upon me to fay. 


Upon what Principle do you choofe to call the Rohillas an inferior Race? 
I do not call them an inferior Race. I only fpoke of the general Repute they are helc 
in in Indoftan. ; 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


To report a Progrefs, &c. 


Luna, 22° die May 1786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
late Governor General of Bengal. 





Witnefs Examined, 


Mr. MIDDLETON. 


N° 8. 
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MINUTES, &. 





Mercurii, 24° die Maij 1786. 
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COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


N ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, again called in, and examined. 


The latter Part of the Evidence given by the Witnefs on the laft Day of the Sit- 
ting of this Committee, being read to him ; 


He was afked, 


‘Who held the Rohillas in that inferior Light ? ; 
The Generality of the People in Indoftan whom I have heard {peak of them, and particularly 
the Mahometans. 


dn what Province? 

In the Province of Oude. 

On what Ground,—or what Reafon did they affign? 

I never heard chem affign any particular Reafon—the Reafons of the Mahometans probably 
were, that they were of a different Sect; the Rohillas being of the Se& of Omar, and the 
others of the Sect of Ab. 

Have you, in your Acquaintance with Indoftan, known of any Power that has entered into 
a a) for the exprefs Pyrpofe of extirpating, for a Sum of Money, any Denomination of 
People: 

1s crnnat fay I have. 

Did ‘not the Rohitlas offer Terms of Accommodation to the Vizier, before the Battle fought 


wath PARTS Rhamet ? ; , 
I bawe Reard that fome Propofals were made to Colonel Champion, tending to an Accom- 


médation, but I never heard the Particulars. 
Frosh whom did you make your Enquiries concerning the Treatment of the Rohilla Cap- 


4 
K : fit, hook 


tives ? | ede 
Peon ay Orin Servants, and others. 
What others’? 
Other People who were Followers of the Camp. 
poe [Pp] Where 


i 
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Where were the Rohilla Captives when Mr. Haftings ordered you to make the Enquiry? 
Some of them were in Sujah Dowlah’s Camp, and the re, I believe, were in the Town of 
Biffoulee. 
Did you apply to any of the Captives themfelves, to be informed of their Condition ? 
I cannot fay } did—I had no Sort of Communication with them. 


Did you fend to Biffoulee to enquise? 
I did. 


Whom did you fend? 
T fent my own Mounthee, or Perfian Secretary. 


Have you a Copy of your In(tructions to the Secretary ? 

I gave him no written Inftructions—my Inftructions to him were verbal. 

Have you any written Report from your Secretary ? | 

I have not. 

What was the Secretary’s Name? 

Moraud Ully Cawn. 

Were not fome of thofe Captives removed afterwards to Fyzabad ? 

I am not certain-—I think they went trom. the Vizier’s Camp to Allahabad; but I do not 
{peak with Certainty, 

Did you never hear that none of them went to Fyzabad ? 

I do not recollect that I did—1 am not certain whether fome of them might not have taken 
that Way to Allahabad. 

Had the Vizier any, and what Correfpondence, with any others of the Rohilla Chiefs befides 
Flafez Rhamet, previous to the Engagement ? 

I do not know it of my own Knowledge, but ] have heard he had. 

Have you heard what the Subject Matter of that Correfpondence was ? 

I heard that he had fome Correfpondence with the Sons of Doonda Cawn, in conféquence 
of their having propofed a Neutrality in the War. 

What Anfwer did the Nabob give to thofe People ? 

I have heard that he promifed them Continuance in the Country they held, provided they 
took no Part in the War. 

Did he keep his Promife ? 

}de did not. 

What Countryman was Nudyiff Cawn ?—Of what Tribe? 

1 believe he was a Perfian, of the Sect of Ali, as I believe; but I am not certain. ee 

Are you fure he was not of the Race of the Rohillas or Afghans ? 

I cannot be fure; but I never heard that he was. 


ave you tranfmitted to Calcutta an exact Account of the refumed Jaghires, and their real 


Value? 
As far as I have been able to collect it, I did. 


When did you tranfmit that Account? 

To the beft of my Recollection, a very fhort Time before T was removed from Lucknow. 

Do you not know that Twenty-five or Twenty-fix of the refumed Jaghires were old Grants, 
previous to the Year of the Hegyra of 1183 ? 

I underftood that fome of them, I cannot fay how many, were old Grants. 


Were all the new Grants made to the Nabob’s Orderlies ? ; 
1 do not believe that all were, but by much the greater Part to People of that Stamp. | 


How many were the Jaghiredars in the Whole? 
I cannot recollect. 


Were their Number Sixty in the Whole? 
I think there might be that Number. 


Did you, in the Lift you fent down to Calcutta, diftinguifh the Jaghires made to Orferlies 


from thofe which were poffeffed by more deferving Subjects? ae 
To the beft of my Recolleétion, 1 only named the Perfons, without any Diftinction of Cha- 
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racter. 
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Do you know what the Countries of Baraich and Goruckpore were rented at, before they 
a tals by Colonel Hannay ? 
I do not. 


re you ae — aca Hannay engaged to pay for his Firft Year? 
cannot lay 1do— The Affignment upon him for the Company, to the beft of my Recol- 
lection, was Ten Lacks of Rupees for the Firft Year. ae f 


Are you fure there was any Affignment at all to the Company the Firft Year? 

I am pretty certain, that, within the Firft Twelve Months of Colonel Hannay’s going into 
that Country, he had an Engagement upon him for the Company, to the Amount of the Sum 
I have mentioned, or thereabouts. 


Were Baraich and Goruckpore that Year put into the Company’s Affignments ? 
They had thofe Affignments upon them. 


Were thofe Places put into the Company’s regular Tuncaw ? 
I think they were, 


What Remiffion was made to Colonel Hannay that Year? 
I am not acquainted with it, if there was any. 


Are you fure that Colonel Hannay’s Engagement for that Year was not for Thirty Lacks? 
I think it is impoffible it could have been for any fuch Sum; but I again repeat, that I 
{peak with great Uncertainty, having no Notes or Accounts whatever to refer to. 


What were the Engagements for Baraich and Goruckpore the next Year? 
J think the next Year Mr. Purling came up to Lucknow, before the Jumma was fettled. 


Do you know what it was ? 
I do not. 


Have you heard that it was Twenty Lacks? 
{ do not recollect that I ever heard what it was. 


Did you hear what Remiffions were made in that Year? 
I did not. 


Did you hear that there was a Remiffion of Eight Lacks on that Year’s Jumma? 
I never did. 


Did you look over Mr. Purling’s Statement of the Revenue, when you came up to fucceed 


him in his Office? 
I do not recollect feeing any Statement of the Revenues. 


Did you ever fend down any Statement yourfelf to the Governor General and Council, of 
the Nabob’s Revenue, and the Charges of Collection? 
I do not recollect chat 1 did. 


Do you not know that great Diforders prevailed in the Diftricts of Baraich and Goruck- 
pore, during a great Part ot Colonel Hannay’s Adminiftration; and that the Whole, at a cer- 
tain Time, was nearly in Rebellion ? 

I have heard that great Diforders prevailed for a great Part of the Time of Colonel TTan- 
nay’s Refidence there, and for a long Time before. It is very well known, that, fome Part 
of the laft Year of Colonel Hannay’s Continuance there, the Country was in actual Rebellion. 


What Reafon was affigned by the Rebels for taking up Arms? 
I cannot fay I had any Communication with them, or heard any Reafon affigned, except in 
the Encouragement they had received from Rajah Cheyt Sing and others. 


How came you not to make an Enquiry into the Caufes of a rebellious Difpofition in fo 
large a Part of the Country, in which you collected lo large a Revenue for the Company ? 
I conceived it was the Duty of the Nabob and his Minrfters, and not mine. 


Did you never concern yourfelf at all in any Thing that related to thofe Difturbances¢ 
I cannot fay that I have not—Jf£ Idid concern myfelf at all, I have no Doubt it was at the 


Inftance of the Nabob. 

Did the Nabob, to your Knowledge, ever receive any Complaint of the ill Treatment of his 
Subjeéts in thofe Provinces, during the Time of Colonel Hannay’s Adminiftration, 

I do not know that he did. 


‘What have you Reafon to think on that Subje&t ? , 


I really cannot fay—I can only {peak from the Knowledge I have. ' 
ave 
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Have you not heard that the Nabob did receive fuch Complaints ? : 
I really do not-recollect chat I ever did. ) mB 


Did you not yourfelf receive a Complaint or Charge to that Effect 2 
I do not recolleé& that I did. 


Do you not recollect, that, in the Paper delivered to you by Major Gilpin-from the Beoums, 
thar they had;aflerted that Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon had robbed the ‘Ghole 
Country, or fomething to that Effect ? 

I do recollect a Paflage in the Letter from the Begums fomething to that Effect. 


At what Time did Mr. Graham inform you that Cheyt Sing carried on a treafonable Cor- 


re{pondence with Nudjiff Cawn? 
J cannot fay exactly; but, to the beft of my Recollection, it was fametime in the Year 1978. 


“Was it by Letter, or in Converfation ? 
In Converfation. 


Where? 
At Benares. 


Was any cther Perfon prefent ? 
I do not recollect that there was—-I believe there was not. 


Was Nudyiff Cawn at that Time at War, or in Hoftility, with the Englith Government ? 
He was not. 


Was he at any Time? . 
I do not recollect at any Time that he was in actual War. 


Si take any Steps to afcertain the Reality of fuch treafonable Correfpondence? 
did. 

What was the Refult? 

I could obtain no certain Intelligence about the Correfpondence faid to have been.carried on, 
and | informed Mr, Graham fo by Letter. 


What Steps did you take ? 
I wrote privately to the Agent I had at the Court of Delhi, where Nudjif Cawn was at that 
Time, or in that Country; and the Vizier’s Minifters allo, in the fame Manner, wrote to che . 


Agent of the Vizier. 4 


Did you give any Information of thofe Enquiries, and the Refult of them, to the Govetnor 


General and Cuuncil ? 
I did not—It was a confidential Communication from Mr. Graham; of ¢ourfe I did nat 


confider myfelf at Liberty to make any public Ule of it. 

Did you confider the fuppofed Correfpondence as of a treafonable Nature? 

I underftood from Mr. Graham, it was of a Nature which betrayed a Difaffection in the Ra- 
jah to our Governmem ; that that was the general Tendency of it. 


If you had given any Credit to it, would you not have thought it your Duty to give In- 


telligence of it to the Governor General and Council ? 
Afin the Courfe of my Enquiries I had obtained any Proofs of it, moft affuredly I fhould 


have confidered it my Duty to have made them Known to my Superiors. 


The Queftion was,-—if you yourfelf had given any Credit to it? 
I fhould norc—Ic was, as I fuid before, a Matter of confidential Communication ‘from Mr. 


Gstaham. 

Do you remember having written a Letter to Mr. Haftings, in which are the folowing 
Words—' and fo many Difappointments have I met with in this, as well as my other Tran{- 
«© actions with his Excellency, that I cannot place much Dependance upon his Affugances :” 
—and alfo, J am forry to fay | have experienced much Duplicity, Evafion, and Deceit, in 
« moft of my Tranfactions with his Excellengy ?” 3 a ae 

I do remember them, or fomething cto that Purpofs. ; 


Do you remember the following Paffage in One of your’Letters to Mr. Hattings—* Co- 
<¢ Jonel Champion has informed me that he has a Multitude of Letters from the family 
© of Hafiz Rhamet, pointing out in the moft pathetic Terms the Diftrefs and Mig they , 
“© are expofed to: Thefe would be the furelt Criterion to judge the Nabob’s Conduct by; 
“ but while thefe unhappy People are fo immediately in his Power, and ho effetual Chécks 
“ upon him, it would be dangerous to produce fuch Vouchers °” Pe a hg eeu 


I cannot fay I recollect fuch a Letter. 
4 [ Then. 
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[Then a Lever from the Witnefs to Mr. Haftings dated Biffotilee, sth July 1774, 
containing the above-mentioned Paffage, was read £6 the Witnels, as follows; viz.) 


war 
wis Wes 
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* Sir, 

(@) § Inclofed I have the Flonotif ‘x tranfmit you an Addrefs from his Excellency 
* the’ Vizier, written, I apprétiend, In confeqtiencd of fome Converfation I had 
© with him Yefterday, refpecting the Families of Efafiz Rhamet, and Doonda 
* Cawn, for, norwit nding his repeated Afforances to me, I had ftill Reafon 
“ to believe, from the Reports which were daily pr ated, and obtained univer. 
* fal Credit, that his Freatment of thefe unhappy People. was fich as I could nor, 
* confiftent with the Tenor of your Inftructions, pafs unnoticed: I accordingly 
§ ‘remonftrated againft it, and pointed out to his Excellency wherein his Conduct, 

© if faithfully reprefented, appeared to meric Cenfure. I again warmly urged 
¢ the prudent and conciliating Meatures recommended in your Inftrudtions to me 
* of the 27th May, and fully explained to him how intimately the Reputation of 
« our national Character was connected with every Act of his prefent Adminif- 
© tration, Thus far premifed, I intimated to him, in plain Terms, that I had re- 
* ceived your peremptory Orders to infift upona proper Treatment of the Family 
* of Hafiz Rhamet, in Default of which he would moft affuredly incur your 
* Difpleafure, and forfeit every Claim to that Support and Protection which the 
« Enplifh have on all Occafions marifefted fuch Readinef& to yield him. 
* His Excellency feemed lefs furprized than hurt at the Style of this Addrefs, 
* and afked, with an Appearance of Concern, ** Whence arofe the Neceffity of 
** preferibing to him a Conduct, which a due Regard to his own Reputation, in 
<s Preference to every other Tie, would naturally faggett.” He obferved, that he 
¢ had many Enemies, and that the Influence of Prejudice had drawn a Reproach 
¢ upon hi’ Charaéter, which as he was confcious he did not merit, it behoved 
* him by every Means in his Power td remove. He pofitively denied every 
¢ Thing I had taxed him with on the Score of his Treatment of Hafiz Rhamet’s 
« Family, offering to ftake his Innocence on whatever Teft J chofe to propofe ; 
¢ and further, as he was convinced, not only from my Remonftrances, but other 
* concurring Circumftances, that his Conduct in general, but particularly with 
* refpeét to his Treatment of his Captives, had been reprefented to you in a par- 
* tial and unfavourable Light, he hoped you would be pleafed to indulge him 
* with the Particulars of the Charges which may have been alleged againit him, 
* and at the fame Time point out his Accufers; that he may attempt that Jufti- 
* fication, which yout Satisfaction, and his own Reputation, render fo effentially 
* neceffary. In Reply to thefe Reflections I obferved, that the Knowledge of Mat- 
‘ ah fo publicly talked of could not poffibly be confined to the immediate 
© Scene of Action; that various Channels muft have conveyed it to the Prefidency; 
* and the Union of fo many Opinions would naturally give it Credit, although 
* unfupported by the direct Evidence of Facts, 
¢ Colonel Champion has infermed me, that he has a Multitude of Letters 
‘© from the Family of Hatiz Rhamet, pointing out, in the moft pathetic Terms, 
* the Diftrefs and Mifery they are expofed to. Thefe would be the fureft Crite- 
* rion to judge the Nabob’s Conduét by; but while thefe unhappy People are fo 
¢ immediatély in his Power, and no effectual Checks vpon him, it would be dan- 
¢ gerous to produce fuch Vouchers. 


* Biffoulde, «Tam, &e. * 
© the sth of July 1774. ‘(Signed) NATH* MIDDLETON.’ 
‘Then the Witnels faid, 
I do recalled it. 


After veiting the above Letters, had yqu any Reafon to think mare favourably of thé 
Charagter of the Vizier than is exprefied in thofe Leteers ? 

I certainty had, hecaufe I found that many of the Reports that had, been propagated td 

his Prejudice, frami the beft Informations I could obtain, were without Foundation, 

‘s ' ER eae Ree es Tee ee oh eneee a ea oa 

so Read from a Book, ingitu » * Bengal Appendix,” prefented by Mr, Fitzhugh, from the Eatt 
Indie Company, #6 Mask nan Pere t4t. = _ 

{Qq] Did 


+ 


~ 
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Did your finding thofe Reports groundlefs, make you alter your Opinion of the Duplicity, 

; Evation and Decet, which you yourfelf had’ experienced "a fnot of your T'ranfactions with 
m ? 1 ad S i ; i ee: y 

I meant only ‘with refpedt to his Treatment of bis Prifopers. In other Refpects I certainly 


had Reafon to complain of the Vizier, 


P 5 \ yy 4 ae y 

Upon the Whole, did you confider him as a ;Man of a falle. and fgithlefs Character, or 
the Reverfe Ps : “| : » tae Gab oat } 4 

I canpot, fay that I confidered himeither as one or the other, 2 yr ws 

Atwhat Amount do you eftimate the ‘Value of the Plunder of the’ Rohitla Country, of 
which. Syjah Dowlah got Poffeffion ? Se ae 

To the bet of my Recollection it‘was eftimated, at the Time, at Fifty Lacks of Rupecs— 
T eannot fay that that Eftimate is juft; I had no Means of aftertaining ir, = * 


What Rate and Rank did Fyzoolla Cawn hold in Proportion to the other Rohilla Chiefs ? 
His Rank was fuperior to any of the other Rohilla Chiefs. ; 


Bat with refpect to his Territory, Income, and Force, how did he ftand? ” 
Ihs Territory, l underftand, amounted to Eight or Nine Lacks of Rupeesewith refpect to 
his Force I cannat fpeak. 


Do you know of any Remonftrance made by the Prefidency of Fort William to the Rohila 
Chiefs, to induce them to pay the Forty Lacks to the Nabob Vizter ? 
I do not. 


Whether, when you was appointed Minifter at the Court of Sujah Dowlah by Mr. Haftings, 
you bad any Interference in the Management of the Revenues of the Country? 
None. 


When you was appointed Refident at the Court of Afoph ul Dowlah in 1777, did you re- 
ceive Affignments upon various Diftridls in the Vizier’s Dominions for Sums due from the 
Vizier to the Balt India Company ? 

I dd, 


Did you, in February and March 177%, write feveral Letters to the Governor General and 
Council, flanng the Difficulties you had in realizing thofe Affignments, and the diftracted 
State of the Vizier’s Dominions ? 

To the beft of my Recollection, I did write Letters to that Effect foon after my Appoint- 
ment, but J cannot fpeak pofitively as to Dates. 


des ‘ 
Upon your Appointment in 1777, had Captain Marfack a Tuncaw or Afjignment on 
Furruckabad for a Sum of Money due to him from the Vizier ? “Ee 4 

He had. 


Tias Captain Marfack recovered a Sum of Money from you, before or fince you left India, 


by Proccfs at Law? ; 
Tote beit of my Recolleéion, he did recover fome Money, through me, from the Vizier; 


it was a Partot that Debr for which he had obtained a Tuncaw on Furruckabad, 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


[Then a Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Honourable Warren Haftings, dated 
Lucknow, 3oth December 1781, was read (%), as follows; viz. | 


f 


‘ Lucknow, the 30th December 1781. 
" ¢ 
© My dear Sir, Bic Seis canal 

‘ Ihave this Day anfwered your public Letter, in che Form you feemed to ex- 

- © pet. I hope there is frothing in it that may to you Appear too pointed. If 
‘ you wifh the Matter tq be otherwife underftopd than | have taken up and ftaced 

* it, I need nor fay I fhall be ready co conform to ‘wharever you may pre- 

re , | 





- 


(* ) Read from a Paper, intituled, “* Extracts from Papers (in N° 1. Vol. I.) prefented to the Houfe 
* of Commons upon the 13th Day of Murch, by Mr, Morton, from the Haft India Company, and of- 
*¢ dered to be printed on the 16tH of March 1786.” 


5 ¢ {cribe, 
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‘ fcribe, and to take upon myfelf any Share of the Blame of the (hitherto) Non- 
performance of the Stipulations made on Behalf of the Nabob,; though, I do 
affure you, I myfelf reprefented to his Excellency and the Minifters, conceiving 
it to be your Defire, that the apparent Affumption of the Reins of his Govern- 
ment (for in that Light he undoubtedly confidered it at the firft View) as {peci- 
fied in the Agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully and literally 
enforced, but that it was neceffary you fhould have fomething to fhew on your 
Side, as the Company were deprived of a Benefit without a Requital ; and, upon 
the Faith of this Affurance alone, I believe ] may fafely affirm his Excellency’s 
Objections to figning the Treaty were given up. If I have underftood the Mat- 
ter wrong, or mifconceived your Defign, I am truly forry for it; however, it is 
not too Jate to correct the Error ; and I am ready to undertake, and, God willing, 
to carry through, whatever you may, on Receipt of my public Letter, tell me 
is your final Refolve. 

‘ If you determine, at all Events, that the Meafure of reducing the Nabob’s 
Army, &c. fhall be immediately undertaken, I fhall take it as a particular Fa- 
vour if you will indulge me with a Line at Fyzabad, that I may make the necet- 
fary previous Arrangements with refpcét to the Difpofal of my Family, which I 
would not with to retain here, in the Event either of a Rupture with the Nabob, 
or the Neceflity of employing our Forces in the Reduction of his Aumils and 
Troops. This done, I can begin the Work in Three Days after my Return 
from Fyzabad. 


Ce ee ee ae} 


Cr a) 


‘lam, &c. &c. 
‘NATH. MIDDLETON’’ 
¢ The Honourable Warren Haftings. 


CAPTAIN WILLIAMS called in, and examined. 


How long have you been in the Company’s Service in India ? 
Upwards of Sixteen Years, 


Did you command a Battalion of Sepoys in the Goruckpore Diftrict, during the Rebellion 
of Cheyt Sing in 781° 
[ did. 


Have you any Reafon to believe that the Begums, and their Eunuchs Behar and Jewar Aly 
Cawn, encouraged that Rebellion s 
I haye very {trong Reafons to believe they did. 


You are defired to ftate the Reafons. 

The firft Inftance that appeared to me was a few Days after the Deftruction of the Detach- 
ment at Benares. I was then pafling through Fyzabad—the Bearers, which were laid upon the 
Road for me to go exprefs, were taken off the Road; and Hoolafs Roy, who had the Charge 
of the Dawks, or the Poft Office, declared to me that the Bearers were taken off the Road by 
the Order of Jewar Ally Cawn, and that the regular Poft had been intercepted from Be- 
nares fora Day or two: When I quitted the Begum’s Jaghire, the Bearers I found in the 
Road as ufual. Shortly after my Arrival at Lucknow, 1 was ordered back to Goruckpore. 
All the Gentlemen at Lucknow were then of Opinion, that it would be too dangerous to pro- 
ceed by the Rout of Fyzabad, and ftrenuoufly advifed me to take fome other Road, being well 
acquainted with the Difpofition of the Begums at that Period; in confequence of which I 
made a Circuit of near fifty Miles, to avoid going by Fyzabad. Had I gone to Fyzabad, J 
have not a Doubt butI fhould have experienced the fame Fate as my orderly Sepoy did, 
who was killed; and a Servant of mine, who accompanied him, was ftripped, and whipped 
moft unmercifully. To the beft of my Recollection, about the 3oth of September 1781, I 
intercepted a Letter atthe Ferry uponthe Rappy, which was inclofed in the Hollow of a Bam- 
boo, directed to Adjie Sing, Rajah of Guchpoor, mentioning the Names of his Brothers Per- 
want Sing and Subant Sing, defiring them to arm all the People they had, and to perfuade all 
the People that were dependant on them to take Arms againft the Troops that were in that 
Country, in the Vizier’s Employment, commanded by European Officers, and to extirpate and 
deftroy them wherever they met them. This Letter reprefented a Number of other Circum- 
ftances, of the Misfortunes thac had happened at Benares, in cutting off Captain Mayaffre’s 
Detachment; and that that was the Period in which they might exert themfelves with almoft a 
Certainty of Succefs. This Letter was written by Behar Ally Cawn, officially, as an Agent to 
the Begum; at leaft as far as I could ce a the Interpretation of my Mounfhee. To 

Rr the 
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the beft of my Recollection, about the 8th of OGober 1781, I was joined by a Perfon called 
Bridge Bootten, a Man very well known in that Country, and a Perfon of all others 
who had it moft in his Power to annoy and diftrefs any Detachment, from his thorough 
Knowledge of the Forefts and Paffes in that Country, and who could occafionally raife 
from 1500 to 2000 Men: He declared to me, when he joined me with about 200 Men, 
that he had received repeated Letters from Jewar and Behar Ally Cawn, the Begum’s 
Agents, defiring him to raife all the Force he poffibly could, and to exert the utmoft 
of his Power to extirpate all the Sepoys in that Country; that he had a fmall Pen- 
fion from the Nabob, which fhould be increafed; and that he fhould be otherwife libe- 
rally rewarded. The Ranna of Banfey joined us a few Days afterwards, near Banley ; 
fhe declared fhe had Letters addreffed to her to the fame Purpofe. During the Months 
of September and Odtober, I received a great Number of Letters from the Officers be- 
longing to my Battalion, who were detached upon Command, mentioning their having in- 
tercepted a Number of Letters trom Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn, direéted to the feveral 
Zemindars and Rajahs of that Country, directing them to collect all their Force together, and 
endeavour to deftroy and exterminate the Sepoys and Officers in that Country. 1 received a 
Letter from one Perfon in particular, Bejar Sing, a Soubahdar of mine, mentioning that he 
had intercepted a Perwannah, with the Seal affixed, of the Begum’s, offering a Reward for the 
Heads of Europeans and Native Officers and Sepoys; the Sums were particularly fpecified— 
One thoufand Rupees for the Head of a European Onicer, 100 Rupees for a Native Officer, 
and Ten Rupees for a Sepoy. 1 had Accounts alfo from the Adjutant and Five other Offi- 
cers of my Regiment, who were upon Leave of Ablence, and, hearing of the Difturbances in 
that Country, attempted to return to me; they came as far as I*yzabad, and there they found it 
ablolutely neceffary to take off their Clothes and fecrete themfelves;, and they did not join me 
cill after the Infurrection was quelled. They declared to me—the Adjutant particularly, who 
was an intelligent Man—that there was hardly a Day paffed at Fyzabad, during the Time thac 
they were obliged to -fecrete themfelves there, that they had not Accounts of Behar and 
Jewar Ally Cawn raifing Troops, and fending Letters throughout the whole Country, in 
order to increafe the Confufion and Diftrefs that prevailed at that Period, One Circumftance 
he mentioned to me particularly, chat, when Zalim Sing got Poffeffion of the Guns at 
Omorah, he fired a Salute with them, and the Salute was aniwered from the Walls of the 
Kelha of Fyzabad ; that Report was alfo confirmed by Major Macdonald, I remember other 
Inftances; but I fear ic would take too much Time to mention them, 


And then the Witnefs was direéted to withdraw. 


8 To report a Progrefs, &c. 


pe nel 
—— 


ad 


Mercurij, 24° die Mai 1786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Commiitee of the Whole Houle, on the 
Articles of Charge of. High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
Jate Governor General of Bengal. 





Witnefles Examined, 


Mr. MIDDLETON. 
Captain WILLIAMS. 





N° g. 
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MINUTES, &e 





Martis, 30° die Mai 1786. 


‘COMMITTEE of the Whole Houle on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, piefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


HE Committee was moved, that feveral Papers might be read. 
And the fame were read accordingly ; and are as follows : 


“EXTRACTS of Letters from Sir Robert Barker to the Honourable 
‘ Warren Haftings, Prefident and Governor, &c. Gentlemen cf the 
© Select Committee; dated Head Quarters, near Affurpore, 20th March 


€ 1773: 


(+) © Since the Date of my laft, a few repeated Marches brought me 
¢ Yeflerday about 10 Cofs from Ram Gaut; and I there received Inforima- 
‘ tion that a Body of Marattas, under the Command of Toocayce Holecar, hid 
« croffed the Ganges with Intent to feize and cary off the Rohilla Eaffez 
‘ Rhamet Cawn, who has been carrying on the fame double Dealings as 
‘ heretofore practifed by that treacherous Seét,’ 





¢ arft March 1773. 


‘( &) © The Rohilla Chief Haffez Rhamut Cawn is come in so his J x- 
‘€ ccilency; and To-morrow I purpofe to give you Information what may be 
© determined regarding him.’ 





(-#-) Read from Appendix, N° 18, to the Fifth Report of the Committee of Secrecy, appointed to 
enquire into the Cauies of the War in the Carnatic, and of the Condition of the Britifh Poflefions 
in thofe Parts. 

(3% ) Read from the fame Appendix. 


[Sty © 93d 
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¢ 93d March 1773. = 


( of ¢ From fome Sufpicions of the Treachery of the Rohilla, I fuppofe 
‘the Plan of the Attack af Tuccajce, by the joint endeavours of the 


€ Vizier and Haffez, was not undertaken.’ 





© o4th March 1773. 


(#) © The coming in of Haffez has affuaged his Excellency a good deal; 
© and upon Condition of the Rohilla immediately clearing off the laft Year’s 
‘ Treaty of 40 Lacks of Rupees, it has been determined to afford their 
‘ Families and Country Protection from the Ravages of the Marattas, of 
© which the Nabob is to pay the Company 20 Lacks for the Part they will 
© take in this Protection ; but in Default of the fulfilling of this Agreement by 
‘ the Rohilla, his Excellency agrees to pay the Sum of Fifty Lacks of Rupees 
‘ to the Company, for their Aid in putting him in Poffeffion of ‘the Rohillsa 
© Diftricts, commonly known by the Territories of Hatfez Ramut.’ 





“EXTRACTS of a Letter from the Governor and Sele& Committee to 
Sir Robert Barker ; dated Fort Wiliam, 15th April 1773. 


( & ) © We have received your feveral Letters, with their Enclofures, under 
* Date the rsth, aoth, arft, 23d, and 24th Ule’. 


‘ We approve of the Plan formed for the Protection of the Rohilla Coun- 
‘ try, and of the Stipulation you have made in Behalf of the Company, for 
‘ the Moiety of the Sum of Forty Lacks, to be paid by the Rohilla Chief 
© for this Aid; and we authorize you to enter into fuch Engagements with the 
* Vizier and the Rohillas ; but we cannot as yet agree to the Alternative pro- 
‘ pofed, as it might not at this Time be difcreet to create new Enemies, until 
‘ our Hands are entirely cleared of the Marattas, and efpecially for an Object 
‘ of no permanent Advantage to the Company; we therefore defire that 
“ you will not engage in any Meafures for reducing the Country of the 
© Rohillas; in cafe of Default of their Engagements with the Vizier, before 
© you have advifed us if every Circumftance, and have received our further 
© Inftructions upon the Subject. 

‘ That a Plan of this Kind would yield the moft effential Advantage to the 
‘ Vizier, in extending his Territories, completing the defenfive Line of his 
‘ Poffeflions, and freeing him from the moft troublefome Neighbourhood, we 
‘ can well conceives burt as this cannot be atchieved- by the Vizier himfelf, 
‘ without the Affiftance of our Forces, we can never confent to engage in it 
* (although we fhould even be authorized by the Treachery or Mifconduét of 
‘ the Rohillas) without fuch previous Conditions as fhall feem to the Com- 
‘ pany an Equivalent for fo important a Service rendered to our Ally.—— 
« And here we cannot avoid expreffing our Regret, that in the whole Courfe 
« of our Alliance and Operations with the Vizier, this neceffary and equitable 
‘ Precaution has never yet been fufficiently attended to; but every Meature 
‘ we have adopted, in Conjunétion with him, appears wholly to have been 
* calculated for his particular Advantage: While he thus reaps the fole Bene- 
‘ fit, to the entire Exclufion of the Company, it muit check us in every 
« Scheme prppofed for the Succefs of the Caufe in which we are jointly en- 
‘ paged, unlefs fome more equal Plan of Alliance fhall be formed with 
‘him. 


ieee inietant tatiana aan tae enter ane ete mememenmeeeimemne neem enmmeieERnEERENeemEnnenRian meni anemenetennammenintnN- i 
( & ) Read from the fame Appendix. 


(* } Read from the fame Appendix. 
( & ) Read from the fame Appendix. 
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EX TRACTS of Letters from Sir Robert Barker to the Honourable 
‘ Warren Haftings, Kfquire, Prefident and Governor, &c. Gentlemen of 
* the Select Committee ; dated Camp, near Currambuffa. 


< 6th May 1773. 


(-%) © As our Letter, of the 15th Ult°, has deprived me of the only Means 
of enforcing the Payment of the Moiety of the 40 Lacks, viz. that of fnghten- 
ing the Rohilla to che Performance of their Treaty, it is well known that 
neither. Promife or Oaths have been able to bind this treacherous Seé& of 
People to their Engagements ; their own Interefts, or their own Fears, arc 
the only Springs-by which they can be moved. | fhall wait your further 
Orders on this Head, provided they pay not their promifed Stipulation. 
And here 1 cannot but remark your Obfervation, that in the whole Courfe 
of our Alliance with the Vizier an Equivalent for our Affiftance has never 
been yet fufficiently attended to; but every Meafure we have adopted, in 
Conjunction with him, appears te be wholly calculated for the peculiar Ad- 
vantage, reaping the fole Benefits of the entire Exclufion of the Company. 
As this in a great Meafure reflects on my Condudt, and the Inattention I 
have given to the Company’s Welfare, permit me to obferve, that his Ex- 
cellency giving the Moiety of the 4o Lacks, to be received from the Rohilla, 
together with a Payment at the Rate of 14 Lacks per Annum, for the Ex- 
pence of the Troops during their Affiftance in this Undertaling, or an 
Offer of Half a Crore of Rupees, with his Endeavours to obtain a Remiffion 
of the Tribute from Bengal, cannot be efteemed an enure Exclufion of the 
Company, and if he has been remifs in the Divifion, it was left with you, 
Gentlemen, to propofe; and I am convinced that he would readily enter 
into every previous Condition, that would fecure the Company an Equiva- 
Jent for this important Service. 





© roth May 1773. 


© In Confequence of the Retreat of the Marattas towards the Jumna, the 
Rohillas are but little inclined to perform their Agreements, and already 
begin to hefitate. 





© 13th May 1773. 


« Haffez Rhamut ftill declines Payment of the Treaty, until he can cote 
fult the other Rohilla Sirdars, who are to bear a Proportion in it; but tt 
appears more to delay Time, that he may difcover how the Affairs of this 
Quarter are likely to turn our. His Excellency and myfelf will remain fome 
Days after the Troops, that we may ufe our Endeavours to fettle this Bufi- 
nefs, if poffible ; and I beg Leave to fend you the Copy of the Rohilla 
Treaty, by which you will perceive how literally it has been executed and 
performed, notwithftanding the Evafion of their Chiefs. 





* Camp at Oriffair, 2oth May 1774. 


° His Excellency and mpfelf, after ftaying Three Days at Currom Bafs, 
without obtaining any determinate Anfwer from the Rohilla Chiefs, relatiyt 
to their fulfilling of their Engagements, determine to follow the Troops.’ 





(+) Read from the fame Appendix. 


Martis, 30° die May 1786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
late Governor General of Bengal. 





SEVERAL PAPERS READ. 





N° 10. 
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MINUTES, &. 





Martis, 30° die Mat 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houle againft Warren Haftings, Efguire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal, 


"THE Committee was moved, that feveral Papers might be read, 
And the fame were read accordingly ; and are as follows: 


# *©COPY of Captain Marfack’s Application to the Go- 
‘ vernor General and Council to refign his Commiffion 
“in the Eaft India Company’s Service. 


(Copy.) 
¢ Fovis, 11° die Matj 1986. 


© Ordered, 
© That the Directors of the Laff India Company do lay before this Houfe a Copy 
« of Captain Charles Marfack's Application to the Governor General aid Council, 
© to refign bis Commiffion in their Service; and alfo a Copy of the Orders granting 
© Permifiion to Captain Marfack to refide in the Province of Oude, after be bad 
© refigned the Company's Service. 


« N. B. It does not appear, from the Proceedings of the Governor Gencral 
« and Council, that there were any Orders iffued granting Periiffion 
¢ to Captain Marfack to refide in the Province of Oude, after he had 


* refigned the Company’s Service.’ 


RE CLA CC EC CCIE DLE 


a» Prefented to the Houfe by Mr. Ramfay, from the Eaft India Company, on the 15th Day of 
May 1786. | 
[Tr] CEXTRACT 
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“EXTRACT of Bengal Military Confultations, sth February £779. 


«“T'o the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and 
« the reft of the Supreme Council. 


“ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
‘In order that I might be on the Spot to realize my Demands on the 
Vizier for public Service, which you have been pleafed to direé& fhall be 
paid, I fome Time ago addreffed a Letter to the General, therein declining 
the Command of the Battalion I was appointed to; he has fince, I find, 
been under a Neceffity of appointing me to the 3d Regiment. 
‘ Finding my Health much impaired, and deeming it improper any longer 
to retain a Rank in the Army, which I cannot on that Account, and the 
Exigency of my Affairs here, fill with Honour to myfelf, I am come to the 
Refolution of refigning my Commiffion, fhould fuch a Step meet with your 
Approbation ; for this Purpofe | now do myfelf the Honour of addrefling 
you through the Commander in Chief, hoping yeu will, for the Reafons 
above recited, comply with my Requeft, and indulge with your Permiffion 
to remain up the Country a few Months, until I have received my Dues 
from the Nabob, and to return to Europe by an early Ship of next 
Seafon. 
‘ J have the Honour to be, 
* with perfect Refpect, 
¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
¢ Your moft faithful and moft 
« Lucnow, ¢ obedient humble Servant, 

January 9th 1779. (Signed) ‘CHARLES MARSACK, 

© Captain, 


« Governor General—I agree to the Refignation of Captain Marfack. 
« Agreed accordingly.’ 
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* ©COPY of Proceedings of the Governor General and 


‘Council, relative to the Payment of Captain Marfack’s 
‘Claims upon the Nabob Vizier, 


‘ EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, 8th Sep’ 1777. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. 
‘ Members of the Supreme Council at Fore William. 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
¢ J have now, in Obedience to your Orders of the 12 May, the Pleafure to 
forward you the Nabob’s Account Current with the Company to the End of 
May laft; his Account Current with the Army under Britifh Officers to the 
End of February laft, Wanfil Bankees, on Kift Bundee of the Tuncaws, 
granted in favour of the Company, the above-mentioned Army, and the 
Rohillas to the End of Ihait Jumma Wanfil Bankees of the fame Tunkaws, 
to the fame Periods, in the Form required by the Honourable Board; as alfo 
Accounts Cafh in the Hands of the Refident for April and May. My Cafh 
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* the Hopes I entertained of being able to tranfmit the Army Account with 
* them long ere this: Such, however, was the Intricacy of the Military Accounts, 
* in confequence of the State of Arrears, the Troops were delivered over to 
« the Britifh Officers in the total Want of Funds. At firft, the Now and inade- 
¢ quate realizing thofe Funds when they were aifigned, and afterwards the 
¢ Confufion occafioned by the Mutinies, the few Affiftants there were for that 
« Employment, and the Want of having been furnifhed with the Regulations 
¢ prevailing in the other Paymafter’s Offices, that I have utterly been unable 
‘ to collect thefe Accounts before into any Form or Order, and them only to 
« the Month of February laft. A regular Office having been eftablithed from 
¢ that Time under the Deputy Paymafter General, the preparing the Accounts 
* to a very late Period will be attended with little Trouble; and I there- 
* fore hope to tranfmit the Honourable Board the Military Account, to the 
© fame Period to which I have drawn out the others, in a few Days. 
« The Balance of the Company’s Account Current amounts to Rupees 
© 26,64,697. 3. 2.3 that of the Company’s Tuncaws unreceived to only about 
‘ a Lack of Rupees more. As there are ‘our Months of the Year :emaining, 
© during which the Nabob’s Debts will increafe by 2,60,000 Rupees a Month, 
Or 10,40,000, it follows, that, fhould even every Rupee remaining due on 
< the Tuncaws be received, the Affets would ftill be infufficient to the Liqui- 
¢ dation of the Nabob’s Debt to the Company by above Nine Lacks of Rupees; 
« forry I am, however, to be obliged to obferve, that, fo far from there being a 
¢ Probability of the Balances on the Tuncaws being nearly realized, I have little 
« Expectation of realizing Ten Lacks of Rupees more on that Account. 
* The Seafon of the Collections may now be looked upon as over, and what 
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further Monies may be received wil] be chiefly raifed on the Credit of next 
Year’s Collections. ' 

¢ On the Account Current of Military Receipts and Difburfements, there 
appears Balance of 21,39,138. 6. 1. Rupees. This Account I believe I 
may venture to offer to the Honourable Board as correét, unlefs fome very 
trifling Sums may be due, which the Officers may have negleed to draw for, 
and for, and the Deputy Paymafters to charge, in confequence of Monies 


having been at firft, when the Funds came in, in no Degrée proportionate to 
the Expences advanced them on Account: Such Differences, however, mutt 
be exceedingly trifling, if any, and fhall be immediately rectified if they exift. 
This Account being only drawn out to the End of February laft, it is neceffary 
to obferve, that full Twenty Lacks of Rupees have been received fince that 
Time; and as the Military Expences for March, April, May, and June, can 
{carcely exceed Fourteen Lacks of Rupees, at 3,50,000 per Month, ic will fol- 
low, that this Balance muft now be reduced to Ke Fifteen Lacks of Rupees. 
It appears from the Wafil Bakee of the Military Tuncaws, that the Balance 
remaining to be received on thefe Tuncaws is R' 20,738,034. 6. 2. eftimating 
the Debits of the remaining Two Months at 3,50,g00 R* per Month, the 
Amount thereof, being 7,00,000, added to the before-mentioned Balance 
due to the Troops, will make the Sum of 22,00,000 R', or about a Lack 
more, the Amount remaining due on the Tuncaws were thus to be realized. 
The Profpect of fuch large Balances aceruing in both the Company’s and 
Military Funds, the abfolute Neceffity of providing for the Difburfements 
of the Brigade, and the almoft equal Neceflity of providing for thofe of the 
Troops under Britifh Officers, important as I conceive the Honourable 
Board would confider their being kept upon a regular Footing to the Com- 
pany’s Interefts, were the Reafons that induced me to forbear fending the 
Company’s Cafh in Hand, till I could prefent juft Statements to the Board 
of the Sums likely to be realized on the Company’s and Military Tuncaws, 
and obtain their Orders in confequence, as the Propriety of remitting the 
Money, or detaining it for the Ufe of the Brigade, and in cafe of Neceffity 
appropriating Part of the Difburfements of the Troops under Britifh Officers. 
The Balances have by no Means increafed, fince my taking Charge of the 
this Station, more than in Proportion to the additional Kifts which have 
become due: In Truth, the Fvils, which have occafioned thefe Balances, have 
originated from the Time of the Tuncaws being granted, have continued to 
the prefent Period, and have been fuch as neither any Predeceffor or myfelf 
could poffibly remedy; nor can indeed any Remedy be applied in future but 
by the Adoption of a new Syftem. It is my Duty to reprelent, in fhort, what 
thefe Evils are, and to propofe what appears to me the only effectual Re- 
medy ; that the Honourable Board may take the Matter into their ferious 
Confideration, and either adopt the Mode propofed by me, or fuch other as 
they may deem moft expedient. The Caufes of fuch Balances having ac- 
crued are, firft, the Revenues having been injured by the Lands having 
been given in Farm to ae a People, particularly the Orderlies and Fa- 
vourites about the Nabob ; Men, as I have already obferved, of the loweft 
Extraétion, moft of them raifed from common Sepoys, of Difpofitions mean 
as their Extractions, and who, from Want of Education, muft be torally ig- 
norant of the Farming Bufinefs, Thus elevated, and as moft Men fuddenly 
raifed to Pofts of Power and Station are, rapacious, they have plundered the 
Rietes wherever they have had Charge of Provinces, and of courfe made 
them deferc, defolated fhe Country, and ruined its Revenues. Secondly, the 
Viziet’s Defire to raife fis Revenues, which will {éarcely in any Inftance bear 
fuch an Increafé, without Certain enfuing Lofs, This has not only been the 
Cafe in making a new Bundabuft, but often Two Months after Engagements 
entered into by Governiriént with Aumils, when an Inoréafe on ‘the Re- 
venues has been offéred by any Adventurer, without any Charge of De- 
linquency, or even a Failure on the old Aumil’s Part-—=the Vizier, ‘from his 
idle Extravagancies ever difteefied for Reedy. Money, -aad -allured by- 
Paifhgee, ufually paid here on the Firtt Inftalmenc of an Autnil; has accepted 
the new Offer, difgraced the old Aumil, though an unexceptionable one, 
and put it @ ‘needy Adventurer, who, if he does any Way realize his 
Increafe, muft do it by plundering the Country, and fucking the 
Blood of the Inhabitants. It is evident, that Proceedings like ee 
i * mu 


~ 


[ x49 ] 


t mutt deftroy all Confidence in Government, and effectually deter any 


Cr . | 


og Ee i oe eo Bo Eo oO es Le ee eS a i” a a aa | 


Cr : 2 io 3 


~~ A 


“ 


creditable Men, folicitous of performing their public Engagements, 
and to improve the Country, from taking the Lands. Laftly and princi- 
pally, in Addition to the foregoing Circumftances, his Excellency’s public 
and private Expences are fo inordinate and difproportioned to his Reve- 
nues, fo ill calculated for any ufeful Ends, and the Condué of them en- 
trufted in fuch improper Hands, his Parafites, and the Minifters of his un- 
worthy Pleafures, that he is perpetually furrounded with clamorous Credi- 
tors; and, to get rid of their Importunities, he grants frefh Tuncaws on the 
Lands, although thofe he may formerly have given exceed the utmoft 
Amount of their Rents. A great Part of thefe Creditors confifting of his 
Excellency’s undifciplined Traops, it is but too evident how much an Evil 
fo great in itfelf muft be encreafed by fo lawlefs a Rabble being let loofe 
in the Country, who will naturally plunder as they may be able, neither 
paying any Regard to what may be their jyuft Demand, nor the Mode in 
which they levy it; hence it has, within my Knowledge, frequently hap- 
pened, that the Troops, which have been ftationed with an Aumi) for his Pro- 
tection and Affiftance, have put him in Confinement, and not fuffercd either 
him or his Officers to meddle with the Collections, until he has fatisfied 
their exorbitant Demands. Thefe united Caufes have occafioned the Ba- 
Jances which have fallen fo heavily an the Company’s and Military Tun- 
caws; Caufés which it has been impoftible tu obviate, thefe Tuncaws having 
been partial Drafts on the Revenues of particular Provinces, where the Vi- 
zier’s Authority remained in full Force, and where the Refident had no 
Troops to oppofe the Nabob’s lawlefs Rabble. I have been continually 
reprefenting to his Excellency the ImpoMibility of the Company’s and Mi- 
litary Tuncaws being realized, while he continued granting others, exceed- 
ing the actual Revenue of the Provinces. My Remonftrances have, how- 
ever, proved ineffeétual ; and as I had no Authority over the Aumils, in Op- 
pofition to his, the Evils have continued increafing inftead of diminifhing. 
Plunged irretrievably, as the Nabob is, in Idlenefs, Extravagance, and 
Luxury, it is in vain to expect that he fhould act, or indeed be able to act, 
another Year, in a Manner lefs injurious to the realizing the Englifh Tun- 
caws, unlefs I am impowered by the Honourable Board to demand from his 
Excellency the exclufive Affignment of the whole Revenues of certain Pro- 
vinces, to an Amount equal to the Demands upon him; with an exprefs Sti- 
pulation that the Rents fhould be wholly paid into my Hands, without any 
Interference on the Part of his Excellency’s Government ; fo that it fhall by 
no Means be allowable to difinifs the Aumils on whom fuch Affignments 
are piven, unlefs on a Reprefentation from me that they have failed in their 
Payments, or that from their Conduét I have Reafon to expect fuch Failure ; 
alfo that the Troops ftationed for the Service of the Collections fhall by no 
Means be changed, but at my Inftance, in confequence of any Complaints 
from the Aumils of their Mifbehaviour. If the Honourable Board think 
proper to inveft me with Authority to make the above Demands from his 
Excellency, I think I may venture to affure them, that whatever Balances 
may be due on the Honourable Company’s and the Military Account, at the 
Clofe of this Year, may be very nearly if not wholly realized in the Courfe 
of the next Year; efpecially if the Honourable Board fhould alfo judge pro- 
per to authorize me to demand from his L’xcellency, that only fuch Troops 
as may really affift the Collections be ftationed in the Provinces afligned me, 
to the Exclufion of Cavalry, which is not only an ufelefs but a moft per- 
nicious Charge on the Country. 
¢ In noticing the Accounts which accompany this Letter, I omitted to men- 
tion an Abftraét of Difburfements to the Vizier’s Troops under Britith 
Officers, under their refpective Heads, from the Beginning of the [fla- 
blifhment to the 28th February 1777, which I have alfo inclofed for the In- 
formation of the Honourable Board. 
¢ As the Seafon for forming the new Settlement is now near at Hand, I en- 
treat to be favoured with the Honoyrable Board’s Sentiments and Deter- 
mination upon the above Subjects as foon as poffible, that my Meafures may 
be raken accordingly. 
© Lucknow, I have the Honour to be, &c. 
the 28th June 1777. (Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON, 
Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 
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© EXTRACT of the Vizier’s Account Current, with his Troops under Britith Officers, 
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© Balance due the 28th Feb’ 1777, as follows, viz. 


To Capt" Marfack for Purchafe of Horfes 2,00,659 8 — 
Enfign M’Intofh, Money borrowed at 

© Intereft —_ — meme FT,TIO mm om 
Lieutenant Bourk, Ditto — a = 20;000 saw om 
Lieutenant Connellan, Ditto — 19,203 — 8 
Ingaldafs, Banker, Ditto — — 50,000 == — 
Capt" Webber, for Purchafe of Horfes 4,50,000 — — 
Mr. Jn° Briftow, Money borrowed at In- 

‘ tereft — — — 216,267 8 7 
Colonel Goddard for Purchafe of Horfes 3,39,000 — — 
Mr. Francis Palmer Balance Account 

« Current —— — ~— 1,27,845 — — 
Mr. John O’Donnel, Ditto — 732,205 11 8 
Captain Claud Martin, Ditto — 11,037 1 4 








‘ 21,76,327 14 3 
¢ Cafh in TIand 28th February deducted 37,189 8 2 








Balance due from the Vizier 28th Feb'’ 1777 —}21,39,138 6 f 
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« Mr. Barwell.—I am of Opinion that this Government has nothing at all 
to do with any Debts contracted by the Nabob, but with the Company. 1 
have not the leaft Objection to any of the Officers, or other Individuals, be- 
longing to the Company, lending their Money to the Nabob,; but I object to 
any Kind of Interpofition whatever, in this Government, to force the Nabob 
to the Payment of fuch Loans. J move that Mr. Middleton be ordered 
to ftrike thefe Loans out of his Accounts, and to order the Deputy Pay- 
mafters to do the fame; unlefs there is fome pofitive Engagement, authorized 
by the public Minifter who is or has been at the Vizier’s Court, to take up 
fuch Loans on Account of the Nabob, and to pafs them in Account between 
the Company and him. 


‘ Mr. Francis.—The Title of the Account in Queftion defcribes it to be 
an Account Current between the Nabob and his ‘Troops under Britifh Off- 
cers. The Charges, which] fuppofe are conformable to the Eftablifhment, 
are {tated on one Side; the Receipts, or Means, out of which thofe Charges 
are defrayed, are ftated on the other; among the latter are {tated certain Sums 
fuppofed to have been lent to the Nabob by Britifh Officers and others, and 
applied to the Difcharge of the Expences of the Military Eftablifhment on 
the other Side: This cannot properly be called an Account of the Nabob’s 
private Debts. Ifit can be proved that fuch Sums were really lent and ap- 
plied to the Pay of the Troops, it is a public Debt, for which his Treafury 
muft be anfwerable. J agree with the Governor General in the Enquiries 
he propofes to make, and in the Order to be given to Mr. Middleton until 
we are fatisfied with the Refultof thofe Enquiries; but I cannot agree with 
Mr. Barwell, that thefe Loans ought to be ftruck out of the Account, if they 
were borrowed and applied for.the Purpofe expreffed ; they belong to this 
Account, and cannot be ftruck out of it without Injuftice to the Creditors. 
When we have obtained a Lift of all the fuppofed Creditors, with the refpec- 
tive Sums due to them, at the Rate of Intereft at which the Debts ftand, I 
think we fhould tranfmit it to the Court of Directors, that they may fee how - 
their Servants have profited in that Service; but I cannot confent that any 
Monies, really lent for public Service, fhould not be repaid: And, fince we 
| 7 have 
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« have taken the Government of the Country, in Effect, from the Nabob, an 
¢ Attempt to fhift the Debt perfonally upon him would be the fame Thing 
¢ with not paying it at all. 


© Mr. Barwell.—I muft fpeak a few Words by Way of Obfervation to Mr. 
* Francis’s Reply. Upon the prefent Occafion, and upon a very late Inflance, 
‘ Mr. Francis affects noticing, that we have taken the Government of Oude 
‘ from the Nabob: I know of no particular Change that this Government has 
< undergone fince the Nomination of Refident at the Court of Oude of Mr. 
‘ Briftow was made by Mr. Francis; nor do I know of any Act of the pre- 
© fenc Refident’s, countenanced or not countenanced by this Government, of a 
© Nature fo exceptionable and fo derogatory of the Authority of the Nabob, 
‘ as the humiliating Conceffion the Nabob was forced to fign by Mr. Briftow, 
‘ touching the Execution of Ragonaut Metre Sircar, his own Subject, and the 
© Manner in which that was infifted upon; but I efteem it the Unhappinefs of 
¢ Mr. Middleton to have held this Office under the Appointment of the Go- 
« vernor General, as it fubjeéted him to the Removal from his Station on the 
‘¢ Commencement of the new Government, and may poffibly to many Difh- 
culties hereafter, efpecially as his Reftoration is marked by the Recall of 
‘ Mr. Briftow. I cannot fuppofe that on the Commencement of the Nabob’s 
© Government, when Mr. Briftow was Kefident, and when all the Officers of 
‘ the Nabob’s Houfehold were appointed under his Influence ; when the Sum 
‘ of near Fifty Lacs of Rupees was claimed from the Bhegum, and compro- 
“mifed for Thirty; furely at this Time, with the leaft Attention to the F1- 
© nances of the Nabob, aPlan might have been ftruck out and executed which 
‘ would have amply provided an Eftablifhment for the Civil and Military of 
‘his Government; but as the greater the Degree of Irrecularity, and the 
« greater the Treafures left to his DiMipation, the greater would be his Means 
‘ to gratify the Dependants of the Court. The Military E(tablifhment has 
‘ been left unfounded, his Wealth fwallowed up by greedy Dependants, and 
‘a Sum of a1 Lacks of Sicca Rupees accumulated, with which the Governe 
« ment will be burthened, if thefe Loans are not {truck out of the Public Ac- 
‘ counts, and thrown entireiy upon the Nabob. The Revenues of the Suba 
< of Oude are above Crores of Rupees, as ftated by Mr. Briftow himfelf; out 
© of this the Subfidy and the new Eftablifhment, which he is to pay into the 
Hands of our Refident, may amount to 70 Lacks per Annum ; there will 
‘ then remain for him to difpofe at his Pleafure One Crore odd Lacks. It 
‘ could not, therefore, have fubjetted him to any Difficulty, had the Refident 
‘ at his Court infifted on his fupporting an Fiftablifhment he applied for him- 


¢ 


fel, inftead of burthening the Government with a Debt to many Individuals, 
under the Pretext of enabling the Nabob to defray the Charge incurred by 
their Troops, 


“Mr. Francis —As I have not mentioned Mr. Middleton’s Name, nor al- 
< luded, either direétly or remotely, to any Act of his, I prefume Mr. Barwell 
« will explain, in proper Time, for what Purpofe the prefenc Stri€tures on 
« Mr. Briftow’s Conduct, and the Comparifon between his Situation and that 
“of Mr. Middleton, are introduced. The Fact referred to by Mr. Barwell, 
* I muft affert, is not candidly ftated; Mr. Briftow, at the earneft perfonal 
« Solicitation of the Nabeb, tvok upon him the Office of Mediator between 
“ him and fome Battalions of his mutinous Troops, and, at the fame Solicita- 
‘tion, pledged his Faith co the Men, that their Offence fhould be forgiven ; 
« the Nabob afterwards caufed one of them to be executed, without any Form 
‘ of Trial, or previous Notice to Mr. Briftow.—Mr. Briftow confidered him- 
‘ felf as aggrieved and difhonoured by this AG. He forefaw, that many 
* bad Confequences might follow, if the Interpofition of the Englifh Name, 
‘ and of the Authority of the Company’s Reprefentative, were fuffered to be 
© a Mafk of Deception; he therefore infifted on an Acknowledgment from 
‘ the Nabob, that he had violated his perfonal Faith pledged to him, and 
‘ that he, Mr. Briftow, was not a Party to it. This is the Fact; whether he 
‘ did right or not, is another Queftion: If it deferved Cenfure, it fhould 
* have received it at the Time when it happened. I believe myfelf that it was 
‘ a juft and proper A, and that it will bear che Teft of the ftricteft Examina- 
* tlon.—Mr, Barwell is pleafed to fay, that he knows of no particular Change 

[Xx] “ that 


L 152 | 


« that the Government of Oude has undergone fince the Nomination of Re- 
‘¢ fident at the Court of Oude of Mr. Briftow by Mr. Francis.”—I faid, that 
« we had in Effect taken the Government from the Nabob: J will not put it 
‘ upon Mr. Barwell to affirm the contrary. The Nabob is a Cypher, and 
‘ known to be fo to all Hindoftan. Within thefe very few Months we have 
¢ taken his Army from him; we have infifted on his committing the Civil 
¢ Adminiftration to one particular Perfon; we have infifted on his difmiffing 
« his Favourites; and now Mr. Middleton tells us, that he has taken the 
¢ Collection of the Revenues of the Doab and Rohilcund under his own Di- 
‘ rection, or to that Effect. I refer to his Letter of the 18th Auguft. I 
« fhould be glad to know what Branch of the Sovereign Power is really left 
‘tothe Nabob. As for the reft, I fhall content myfeif with obferving, that 
¢ all the foregoing Acts are fubfequent to Mr. Briftow’s Recall. Before this 
happened, he neither had nor could have the Power which Mr. Barwell at- 
« tributes to him. Ido not mean, however, to enter into any Difcuffion of 
‘ his Merits, or thofe of Mr. Middleton; I confider them as the Inftruments 
of the Board, and not refponfible for the Orders they obcy. 


nx 


‘ Mr. Barwell.—-My Reafon for mentioning Mr. Middleton’s Name, ts 
warranted by the concluding Words of Mr. Francis’s Reply to my Minute. 
My contrafting the Condud of Mr. Briftow, was to fhew in the ftrongeft Light 
how Gentlemen may regard Actions of different Men in different Points of 
View. Mr. Middleton appears treated under the fame Circumftances under 
which Mr. Briflow aéted as Nabob of Oude; and Mr. Briflow, who fub- 
jected the Nabob to the moft humiliating Condition, and exercifed the moft 
arbitrary and defpotic Influence over the Nabob, was ever regarded as the 
finple Agent of this Government. I defire Mr. Francis will recollect, 
whether the Army, the Treafures, and the Civil Government, were not 
much more within the Power of the Refident, to do what he pleafed with, 
during the Time that Mr. Briftow acted, than in the prefent. It is true 
that the Civil, Military, ani Financiering Department, carricd a different 
Form, which did indeed fubject our Refident to very little Refponfibility in 
the Acts of the Nabob, while they allowed his private Influence the utmoft 
Sway. I deny that the Power of the Refident at the Court of Oude is en- 
creafed ; fo far from it, that in the Meafures I have approved, I approved 
them under a Conviction of fhackling his Authority, and fecuring to this 
Government its Juft Right; the more our Refident ftands forth entrufted 
with Securities for the Payment of the Public Montes, the lefs Means he 
has of perverting thofe Securities to any other Purpofe. For my own Part, 
I diiclaim al) Kind of Interference in the Government ef Oude, declare I 
have no Kind of Correfpondence with any of the leading Men in the Go- 
vernment, or even any privatc Gentleman, who from Station or Truft could 
be of Ufe to me in that Light. The Sovereignty of Oude is left unim- 
paired with the Nabob. If the Recovery of the Debts due to this Govern- 
ment, and the Means of fecuring fo great a Part of the Campany’s Pro- 
perty, isa Crime, by its being infinuated to take from the Nabob’s So- 
vereignty, it is a Crime which the litgle Care and Attention of the former 
Adminiftration in this Country has forced upon the prefent ;—it is a Crime 
that J fhall always regard as a great Happinefs to the Company, if it can 
but procure to them the Payment of the monftrous Debt thar is at this Mo- 
ment outftanding. The Allufion ] made to the Interpofition of Mr. Brif- 
tow, upon a certain Occafion, upon an Examination of the Fact, I am 
certain will be found to be candid. If J miftake not, Mr. Briftow was de- 
ceived, and the Perfon on whofe Behalf he interpofed, was punifhed for 
the Crime of cheating the Sepoys of their Pay—-a Crime totally indepen- 
dant of the Mutiny, and J believe it happened Three Menths after it. 
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« Mr. Francis.—It is admitted that the Form at leaft is changed, though 
the Power is faid to be the fame with that exercifed by Mr. Briftow. He 
undoubtedly had confiderable Influence at the Court of Oude, as the Com- 
pany’s Refident always muft have; but it was an Influence obtained by Ne- 
gociation, not by direct Power. The Fats are before’ our Superiors, to 


whofe Judgment I fubmit. I fhall give the Board no farther Trouble > 
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* this Queftion, nor perhaps on any other—I am too fenfible that ic is giving 
« both them and myfelf a very ufelefs Trouble. 


‘ Mr. Barwell.-—I muft beg Leave to be underftood by the Word Form, 
« fimply the Manner or Mode of conduéting the Bufinefs, not any Thing re- 
‘ lative to the Fundamentals of the Government. I have often heard Mr, 
‘ Francis’s Opinions with much Deference, and fhall with Pleafure give that 
‘ Weight to his Reafoning upon all Occafions, when they are not partially 
« direéted in Support or Condemnation of a particular Set of Meafures or 
© Men. This is not a fimple Profeffion, 1 feel what I exprefs.’ 


*EX TRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council to Mr. 
‘ Nathaniel Middleton, the 8th September, 1777. 


€ In the Inclofure, N° 2, which is titled, An Account Current of the Nabob 
# with his Army under Britifh Officers, we ubferve wich Aftonifhment the enur- 
‘ mous Sum of Sicca Rupees 21,76,327. 14. 3. ftanding as a Balance due to 
‘ the Officers, Paymaiters, and others, for Money lent to the Nabob. We 
* cannot pafs fo vaft and irregular a Charge without Fxamination. In the Firft 
* Place we do not underftand with what Propriety the Nabob’s Debts are brought 
‘into a public Account of his Military Difburfements. In the Second Place 
‘ we totally difapprove of Money being lent to the Nabob by any Individuals in 
© the Service of the Company, nor will we fuffer the Company’s Influence to be 
* mifufed for the Recovery of fuch Debts. 

© We defire you will tranfmic to us a fair State of the Money adtually lent by 
© each of the Perfons whofe Names are inferted in the above Account of Balances, 
* the Rates of Intereft charged on their refpective Ioans, and the Names of thofe 
* for whom we fuppofe Mr. O’Donnell is an Agent; as tt appears morally im- 
© poffible that he could have been poffeffed of Property to the Amount which 
‘ ftands in his Name, being Sicca Rupees 7,32,205. 11. 8. 

‘ We alfo forbid you to make any Payments in difcharge of thefe Bonds, from 
© your Office, withour {pecial Orders from us for that Purpofe.’ 


1 


* EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 11th September, 177g. 


‘ Mr. Francis delivers in thie following Minute.—As it is probable that Mr. 
© Briftow may be able to give the Board fome fatisfactory Information refpeCting 
‘the Debt of Rupees 21,39,138, ftated to be due to Biitifh Officers and 
© others, as per Account Current dated the 28th February, I move that the 
* fame Queftions which have been tranfmirced to Mr. Middleton may be put 
‘to Mr. Briftow, and an immediate Anfwer demanded of him. I alfo move, 
« that boch Mr. Middleton and Mr. Briftow may be directed to {pecify the par- 
“ ticular Times at which the feveral Sums Jent to the Nabo! were borrowed. 
¢ =Mr. Briftow fhould be allowed to infpect the Accounts. 

« (Sioned) P FRANCIS, 


‘ Agreed to the Propolitions of Mr. Francis; and, 
© Ordered, that Mr. Briftow be called on accord:ngly.’ 


“EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 3d November 1777, 


* Read the following Letter from Mr, Briffow. 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
« I have received the Secretary's Letter of the r1th Inftant. 
‘ Agreeable to the Honourable Board’s Order, I infpected the ee 
2 ‘ Lhe 


wo, Mean. 
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¢ The Debts due Enfign M‘Kentofh, Lieutenant Bourke, and myfelf, were in- 
‘ curred during the Mutiny. Lieutenant Connellan, Jugul Dofs, Mr. O’Don- 
‘ nell, and Mr. Palmer, lent the Vizier Money to pay the Troops, when they 
* were above Two Months in Arrear, This happened in the Three or Four 
« Jaft Months of my being Refident. Ido not recolleé& more than Half what 
¢ is mentioned to be due to Mr. O'Donnell and Mr. Palmer; but as I left my 
© Accounts with Mr. Middleton, I muft refer the Honourable Board to him for 
© this Particular. 

© The Vizier's Diftrefs for Money rendered it impoffible for him to furnith 
© the Pay of the Troops at the Periods required. Loans were only contracted 
¢ when the Service could not have been carried on witheut them, and never but 
* to difcharge the eftablifhed Pay and Allowances of the Troops. The Efti- 
© mates of the Eftablifhment I forwarded to the Honourable Board ; agreeable 
‘ co which Tuncaws were granted as the Funds; and if collected, would have 
“ amply repaid for every Expence. In the unfettled State of the Vizier’s Do- 
‘ minions, of which I regularly gave the Board Information, no Refident could 
‘ poffibly anfwer for the Event. The Vizier’s Creditors, from the Troubles in 
‘ his Country, run the greateft Rifk of their Property; and as a Compenfation 
© for it, gained no unufual or illegal Emolument. The Intereft on the whole 
© Debt was 12 per Cent.; and I may fafely affert, that if thefe Gentlemen had 
© not given him Affiftance, his Subjets would have refufed ic him, and the 
¢ Confequences muft have been very prejudicial. Moft of the Troops were 
© new raifed, and the regular Payment of them was become an Object of the 
‘ firft Importance. Difcipline could not have been enforced without it, nor 
© could they have fubfifted upon Credit, as old Troops might. 

< Mr. O'Donnell did tell me, before I left Lucknow, that the Debt in his 
© Name was a {mall Part his own Property, and the reft was raifed upon Credit, 
¢ that the public Service might not be ftopped; but he never told me the 
‘ Name of any Perfons who was concerned with him, nor did I ever hear them 
© from any body elfe. 

© On the Inftitution of the Corps under the Command of Britifh Officers, 
¢ Six Regiments of Cavalry were ordered to be raifed by the Honourable 
‘ Board’s Regulations; on Account of the Vizier’s Diftrefs for Money, only 
‘ Two were confented to by him. He gave the Commande of One of them to 
© Captain Webber, upon the Condition of his lending the Money for the Pur- 
« chafe of the Ho fe , to be repaid out of the enfuing Year’s Revenues, which 
€ Captain Webber undertook to do, and to my Knowledge borrowed a great 
© deal of ir. Captain Marfack in the fame Manner raifed a Part of his Regi- 
ment; and when Colonel Goddard arrived, he was ordered by the Vizier to 
complete it; and the Sum to ,his (Colonel Goddard’s) Credit was brought 
into the Books after IJ left Lucknow. 


nan & 


‘Tam, &c. 
* Fort William, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW.’ 
‘ rgth September 1777. _ 4 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
‘ Enclofed, I have the Honour to forward the Board the following Accounts 
‘ Current of different Individuals with the Vizier, for Monies paid and received 
‘ by them, for the Ufe of his Excellency’s Troops under Britifh Officers, made 
‘ up with Intereft to the 28th February 1777; viz. 


©‘ N° x. Jolin Briftow, in Account Current with the Vizier. 
* N* 2. Captain Charles Marfack, D° D° 
© N° 3. Captain James Webber, D° D° 


€ N° 4. Lt. Col. Thomas Goddard, DD — #£«D® 
* N° 5. Lieut. John Collins, DD — #£=D 
« N° 6. Lieut. Alex’ Mackentofh, D® -— OD” 
«N° 7. Lieut. Walter Bourke, Dp OU Stié<&BY 
«N° 8. Lieut. Peter Connellan, dro — =p 
CN* 9, Jugul DoG, Banker, |= = DY — 


“Ta 
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© In this Lift I have emitted the Accounts Current of the Deputy Paymaiters, 
not chufing to delay any longer the Difpatch of fuch as were 1eady. They are, 
© however, extraCling fiom the Books, and fhall follow very fhortly. 

© f think it unneceffary to trouble the Honourable Board with any further 
© Remarks upon thefe Claims. The Accounts themlelves, with what I] have be- 
© fore taken the Liberty to offer to their Confideration, will tufficiently thew che 
© Nature of the Debts, and enable the Honourable Board to decide upon them. 


¢€ 


‘J have, &c. 
‘ Lucknow, (Signed) NATH. MIDDLLTON. 
© 13th October 1777. 
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‘EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated a1ft Novem- 
: © ber 1777. 


¢ Para, 21, It appeared, from One of the Accounts tranfmitted to us by 
the Refident, that the Sum of R* 21,76,327. 14. 3 was due from the Na- 
bob, for Loans made to him by Individuals for the Difburfements of his 
Troops. As thefe Balances were almoft all owing to the Britifh Officers 
and other Europeans in his Country, we thought it neceffary to require a 
particular State of them; which, with fuch Explanations as we have re- 
ceived, we beg Leave to tranfmit to you. We have forbid Mr. Middleton 
to make any Payments in Difcharge of thefe Debts, and directed him to 
ufe his Influence with the Nabob to prevent any from being made, until 
the Company’s Demands fhall have been fully liquidated, or ample Funds 
affigned for that Purpofe. 


‘ 


© EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 8th December 1479, 


© EX TRACT of Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to the Governor 
¢ General and Council; dated Lucknow, the 16th November 1777, 


« I have now the Honour to tranfinit you Eftimates of the feveral public 
Claims on the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, as they ftood the 30th September 
laft.—I judged ir moft admiffable to ftare them at that Period, as, till then, 
the Receipts on the Affignments of the old Year were not concluded, and 
the blending the new Affignments with the old, in a Statement of Affets 
for the Liquidation of all Demands, would have rendered the Accounts 
both voluminous and perplexed. I have alfo the Honour to inclofe you a 
Lift of the Affignments I have obtained from the Vizier, on the feveral Ac- 
counts fpecified therein: Thofe ftyled ‘‘ Unappropriated Tuncaws,” | ob- 
tained on a View of every Claim upon the Vizier as ftanding on the public 
Books, comprehending the Vizier’s Debts on Account Loans from fundiy 
Perfons, and the Purchafe of Horfes; but which, after {electing the moft 
certain and fecure Affets for the other Claims, I have not prefumed to allot 
to any particular Purpofe, till your Pleafure refpecting them fhall have 
been precifely fignified to me, 


‘STATEMENT 


8 Sec. P. te. 


3d Nov, 


[ 
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‘STATEMENT Balances, Account the Vizier’s Troops under Britifh Officers, to 
© September 3joth 1777. 


© Arrears, Subfiftence, Contingencies, &c. 


‘ To pay up g Battalions and 2 Compa- 
‘ nies Artillery, feeding Bullocks, and 
‘ fontingencies to above Date, as per 
‘ Mr. O’Donnell’s Eftimate — — 


“ To pay up 3 Battalions and 1 Company 


‘ Artillery, as 
‘« mate —— 


per Mr. Palmer’s Etti- 
— 1,40,000 — — 


« Deduét, remitted 
© fince Date of that 


¢ Eftimate 


— 45,000 — — 





© To pay up the Vizier’s Body Guard for 
« Auguft and September — — 


« Balance Arfenal 


Account to Sept’ joth 


¢ Deduct, due from Captains Charles 
‘ Ware and Robert Stuart — 


¢ Cath, about 


Fn) Pa) Sxmaesp 


« Carried over, Rupees 


6,26,800 —— = 


1,01,000 —— — 


30,000 ——= Gy 


59,563 9 6 


smanmiecesrmnonpret into 





16,000 amen om 


60,000 —— sm 
SL TD 


7972363 9 6 


76,000 == = 


| 721,363 9 6 


‘See ce RE 


7:21,363 9 6 


[ 


‘ Brought over, Rupees 


¢ Debts due to Sundries on Loan, Horfes 
¢ purchafed, &c., 


© Principal. 

® Captain Marfack, due 
‘Feb’ 28th ——- = 2,00,659 8 = 

¢ Deduct, paid him to 
¢ July “gift = 1,50,000 == = 





« Captain Webber, due 
© Feb’ 28th —- — 4,50,000 — = 

« Deduét, paid him 25th 

. April §0,900, and 
‘ in Auguit 50,000 1,00,000 — — 





« Lieutenant Bourke, by Bond — — 
¢ Lieutenant Mac Intofh, by Bond = 
« Mr. John Briftow, due 
¢ Feb’ vane — —2,15,267 8 9 
‘ Dedyct, paid hum at 
‘ fu dry Times, to 
« goth September — 1,30,000 — = 





¢ Honble. Company’ s Pay and Batta, due 


‘ to Ca gal ag a &c. — nay 


* Joogul Dofs si 
* Col! P Goddard, and d Lieu' Collins ayoun 


« Intereft, 


* Sundry Accounts to February 28th == 
‘ Captain Marfack, from 28th Feb‘y to 

¢ 30th Seprember —= 19,579 15 6 
« Mr. John Briftow, from 

‘DetoDo —- 9.499 99 
« Captain James Webber, 

¢ from D* to D° — 28,504 2 
¢ Sundry other Accounts, 

£ as above, from D° — 29,547 9 9 


td 


* 


© Total Amount Rupees 
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50,659 Bm 


20,000 ae tate 


10,971 1g § 
85,267 8 9 
11,320 7 § 


§9;000 —— mm 
3239:000 —— == 


a] 


1,21,30% 13 6 


87,122 §— 


= ae 17,21,363 9 6 


970219 7 7 


Ppp empn EET IOR EYEE 2,08,424 2 6 





¢ (Signed) NATH* 


[3B] 


11,256,643 10 1 


ELE NL TEENIE SBE ETE ETO EE 


— = = {18,47,007 37 


CERT TEL ER SE ROD 


MIDDLETON, 
© Res at the Vizier’s Court.’ 


‘EXTRACT 
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© EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council to 
: Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, dated 8th December 1777. 


¢ We approve of the different Affignments which you have obtained for the 
¢ Services of the Current Year, but we cannot at prefent give you any Direc- 
‘ tions for the Difpofal of the unappropriated Tuncaws: You will therefore 
¢ referve them, or the Colleétions made upon them under that Denomination, 
¢ until further Orders.’ 


‘EX TRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the rsth December 1777. 
‘ Read the following Letter from the Refident at Oude: 


¢ Eonourable Sir, and Sirs, 
© I muft beg Leave to trouble the Honourable Board with fome Matters 
¢ which have long remained in Difpute between Captain Marfack and mylelf. 
¢ I fhall curforily notice the Faéts as they arofe, referring the Honourable 
© Board to the Correfpondence between us, which I have inclofed for further 
¢ Particulars. 
‘ Soon after my Arrival at this Station, Captain Marfack tranfmitted me an 
¢ Account with the Paymafter of the Vizier’s Troops under Britifh Officers, 
¢ with the Copy of one which had been recently adjufted betwgen him and my 
¢ Predeceffor. In the latter, I obferved a Charge of near Threedhoufand 
« Rupees for Writers, &c. to manage a Contract he had obtained from the 
© Vizier for the Purchafe of Horfes for his Regiment, which, as it appeared 
¢ tome an unufual Demand, I refufed to admit, returning the Account to Cap- 
‘tain Marfack, with a Letter fignifying my Objections; which Letter, with 
© Captain Marfack’s Reply, will appear in the accompanying Tranfcript of oer 
‘ Correfpondence. ‘Some Time after this, I was privately informed that Cap- 
© tain Marfack had not given the Paymafter Credit for the full Amount of his 
© Receipts from the Furruckabad Collections, but had deducted from them the 
¢ Amount of a private Demand he had upon the Vizier; which Information 
« induced me to call upon the Sezawol, through whom the Payments had been 
« made, for a particular Account of Monies advanced Captain Marfack ; and 
« alfo upon the Captain for his Account; but the latter, inftead of furnifhing 
«me with the Particulars I required, fent me only a Memorandum of the 
‘ grofs Amount he had received, without any Specification of Dates, or any 
¢ Account of his actual Demand upon the Vizier. I therefore repeated my 
© Requifition, and at the fame Time directed the Sizauwol to make no further 
¢ Payments to Captain Marfack, until his Accounts with me fhould have been 
‘ fettled. Soon after this Order, I received a Letter from Captain Marfack, 
* avowing a private Claim upon the Furruckabad Colle¢tions, on account of a 
« Bond of the Vizier’s, for Rupees 51,173, which was immediately fol- 
© lowed by an Account Current, wherein he again included the Charge he for- 
‘ merly made for Writers, &c. to manage his Contract; and alfo a private 
‘ Bond of the Nabob’s to him for the above Sum. For my Reply to Captain 
© Marfack’s Letter, and my Obfervations upon his Account, I beg Leave to 
« refer the Honourable Board to my Letters entered in the accompanying Core 
© refpondence. 
« Captain Marfack finding me determined not to admit either the private 
« Bond, or the extraordinary Charge he had introduced, tranfmitted me a 
« rectified Account, from which he excluded both thefe difputed Articles, but 
¢ inferted the Amount of his Bills for Saddles, Helmets, &c. to which, until 
¢ that Time, Colonel Goddard had refufed to give his Signature. I beg 
‘ Leave to lay before the Honourable Board a Copy of this Account, as well as 
¢ the fubfequent one prefented to me by Captain Marfack, in which he has 
‘ thought proper to revive both thefe Claims, and to deduct from the Fure 
¢ ruckabad Collections the Amount, Principal and Intereft, of a private Bond 
‘ from the Vizier to him, urging, in his own Juftification, the prior Claim 
¢ which his Excellency’s Perwannah gaye him upon that Fund, si 
at 
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¢ That the Honourable Board may be fully acquainted upon what Grounds 
¢ Captain Marfack builds his Pretenfions, I have enclofed an authentic Copy 
€ of the Perwannah given by the Nabob to him, in which they will perceive 
© that the Amount of the faid Bond is exprefsly provided for; but it appeared 
© to me fo irregular, that the Officer appointed by the Refident, folely for the 
¢ public Service, fhould be employed in colle&ting private Debts, to the evi- 
¢ dent Prejudice of the Funds fet apart for the Army, that I conceive I fhould 
« have been highly deferving of your Cenfure had I knowingly permitted it. 

« Until Captain Marfack prefented his laft Account Current, I haddgyery 
‘ Reafon to fuppofe that he had, in confequence of my repeated Objections to 
‘his Account, relinquifhed his Right to pay himfelf the Amount of the 
€ Nabob’s private Debt out of the Collections of Furruckabad, in which cafe 
«I thould not have had Occafion to trouble the Honourable Board with this 
© voluminous Correfpondence. It is however abfolutely neceflary, that you 
€ fhould be minutely acquainged with every Circumftance relative to thefe 
« Difputes, as well that I mabe honoured with your Sentiments upon what 
« has paffed, as your Inftructions upon the Claim which Captain Marfack yet 
« afferts, of an exclufive Enjoyment of the Nuzzerrana of Furruckabad, until 
¢ the Whole of his Demand on the Vizier, both public and private, fhall be 
© liquidated. 

¢ Captain Marfack dwells much upon an Affurance, which he pretends to 
¢ have reeeived from mg, that no Draughts fhould be made upon the Fur- 
© ruckabad Colleétions htil his Demands fhould be fatisfied; on which Oc- 
© cafion it is neceffary for me to remark to the Honourable Board, that at the 
¢ Time I gave Captain Marfack this Affurance, I was totally unacquainted 
© with his private Claim upon the Vizier, not fuppofing that he had any 
© Accounts whatever with his Excellency, but fuch as refpected his Regiment; 
* allowing, therefore, for the Failure which I early forefaw in the Collections 
of Furruckabad, there appeared to me no Impropriety in continuing Cap- 
tain Marfack in the exclufive Receipt of them until the Clofe of the Year, 
as I had every Reafon to believe they would not be more than adequate to 
the Amount he would Ut entitled to reccive on an equal Diftribution of the 
Funds of the Army; and this Confideration, wholly unconnected with any 
Idea of his exclufive Right, induced me to confirm the Afurances which 
‘ bad been given him by my Predeceffor. 

© J am forry to have troubled the Honourable Board with fo tedious a De- 
€ tail; buc the Conduct of Captain Marfack, and my own Juftification, render 
© a Reference to your Judgment and Decifion indifpenfably neceffary. 


a ® a anaea 


sa | have, &c. 
© Lucknow, (Signed) NATH" MIDDLETON. 
© xft December 1777. Res' at the Vizier’s Court. 


€ Ordered, That the Enclofures in the above Letter be entered after the 
¢ Confultation. 


© Received a Letter from Captain Marfack, as follows: 


¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

€ Unwillingnefs to intrude upon your important Miniftry, and Affairs of 
© fingular Confequence to myfelf, without an abfolute Neceffity, and having 
‘ entertained Hopes that it would have been adjufted before this Period, 
€ was the Caufe of my not addreffing you fooner on the Subject of my De- 
‘mands on his Excellency the Vizier, and the uncommon and fingular 
3 at I conceive J labour under; to fet which in a clear Point of View, 
* I humbly entreat your Attention to the following Narrative ; fubmitting 
© my Conduct, and the Principles I acted upon in my Agreements with the 
‘ Vizier, to your impartial Inveftigation and Decifion, refting affured it will 
© be unbiaffed, and dictated by Honour and Integrity ; hoping for your indul- 

© gent Excufe, if I fhould have erred in any Particular. 
¢ Thus much premifed, I fhall beg Leave to impart to your Honours, that 
© on the Arrival of the Britifh Officers early in March 1776 at Ettawah, in 
* confequence of the Appointments made ‘3 the Henourable Board on the 
* preceding Month of January, Propofals were made by your Refident at the 
10 © Vizier’s 
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Vizier’s Court, to thofe appointed to command Regiments of Cavalry, to 
furnifh a Fund for raifing and paying their Regiments Six Months, as he 
found his Excellency’s Tresfury in too low a State to put that Part of your 
Orders in immediate Execution without fuch Aid. Difunian among the 
Minifters and principal Officers of the Court, the mutinous Difpofition of 
the Troops, and uniertled Scate of the Government in general, made every 
other Oficer but myflf-deeline them. 
‘ Captain Showers aad myfelf, in confequence of Orders from the Nabob 
through his Adjutant General, had recruited about 3 or 490 Men towards com- 
pleting our Regiments, when the Want of Money to forward the Bulinefs 
was perceived, and the aboye Propofals made by the Refident; remarking, 
that if not complied with, the Men already entertained muft be paid, and dif- 
banded: Captain Showers, not chufing to rifk his Property, or from fome 
other Confideration, thought proper to pay and difcharge thofe Men he had 
recruited ; I clefed with the Refident’s Propofal, on his affuring me that any 
Affiftance I might afford the Vers Government at that Juncture would 
be acceptable to our own Admitiiftration, and be ferving myfelf at the fame 
Time; tWwt, as an Encouragement to the Undertaking, the Vizier would 
give me a Contract on favourable Terms for the Purchafe of 750 Horfes, and 
every Security the Nature of his Government would admit, and that every 
Countenance and Support his own Public Character authorized fhould be 
granted me. 
< It was, Gentlemen, upon the aiion oe and Affurances of your Repre- 
fentative at the Vizier’s Court, under Whofe Government you had placed me, 
that I rifked my Property to fupply the’Exigencies of his State, and to effe& 
that very Intent which you propoftd to yourfelves by appointing me; 
videlicet, the raifing a Body of Cavalry, and that, I humbly prefume to fay, 
in a Manner by no Means to my Knowledge incompatible with your Com- 
mands at that Time. I heartily flatter myfelf that you will do me the Juftice 
to allow, that fuch an Act was conducive to the Good of the Service; and 
that the Emolument I had in View, a Thing I frankly acknowledge, was 
honourably connected with the Duty J] owe you, and that a laudable De- 
fire of {peedily raifing myfelf to a State of Action, as well as any pecuniary 
Advantage I might propofe to myfelf, influenced my Meaftres. 
« A Contra& for the Purchafe of 750 Horfes for the Ufe of my Regiment, 
together with a Mortgage of the Revenue arifing from Lands made over by 
the Nabob of Furruckabad te the Vizier, gnerally termed the Nuzzerannah, 
amounting to 43 Lacks of Rupees a Year, under the Signature and Seal of 
his Excellency, was delivered to me in the Prefence by our Refident. I have 
the Honour to enclofe you a Copy of this Grant, which, after directing me ta 
proceed with Confidence in the Vizier, and Sarisfactionto myfelf, pofitively, 
explicitly, and folely, appropriates the faid Revenue as a Security and Fund 
for the Payment of the Sum particularly expreffed therein, and far every De- 
mand on Account of my Regiment. 
« In confequence of this Contract, thus openly conducted, I with Chearful- 
nefs proceeded in raifing and paying my Regiment for the Space of g, 
Months, though my Contract was only for Six Months, and completed durin 
that Space with 747 Saddles, with Houfings, &c. as many Helmets an 
Swords, ahd this during the ftormy Seafon of Government, which the Re- 
liance I had on the Security granted me being countenanced -and protected 
by your own, made me readily encounter; the Seafon, however, was no 
fooner cleared up, and every Thing calm, than I found myfelf deprived of 
my Contract for the purchafing any more than 201 Horfes, which I had at 
that Time fupplied ; the Caufe publickly affigned was that his Excellency had 
fufficient in his own Stables to furnith the remaining (549); thus did I lofe 
the advantageous Part of my Contrac& by the Means of fome lazent Influence 
at his Court, notwithftanding | had drawn confiderable Sums pf Money from 
my Friends in Bengal, for the Purpofe of, and in Confideratiog of my Con- 
tract; which Sums IJ was again obliged to remit, at a great, Lofs of Intereft 
and Exchange ; indeed, in paying the Regiment,.and fupplying it with Half 
Mounting, 1 cannot avoid las 12 or 13 per Cent. as 1 drew all the Money 
for that Purpofe from Bengal in March and April 17.76, and the Exchange is 
now got to a maft exorbitant Pitch—-to complete niy see cialatan I had 
only received 1,560,000 Rupees in virtue of my Grant, before I found its 
Utility withheld from me. The Refident had directed the Sazawul to make 
4 ‘mo 





. 


[ ur | 


me no further Payments; and when I reprefented the Injuftice of fuch an 
Aét, he referred me to your Honours. I only mention my Lofs of the Con- 
tract, and of drawing and remitting Money, to evince the Hardfhip J labour 
under in being kept out of the Money I advanced to raife and maintain that 
very Regiment I am now removed from, and to intereft you in my Behalf fo 
far as to direct your Refident to liquidate them without further Delay ; par- 
ticularly as he has taken from me the prior and, I flatter myfelf you will be 
of Opinion, well-founded Claim I had to the Revenue of Purruckabad, 
which I declare moft folemnly I never advantaged further from, than receiv- 
ing what his Excellency’s Receiver General pleafed to pay me, to the laft 
Rupee of which he has my Receipt ; to corroborate which Affertion, J have 
now by me Teftimonies under the [lands of the former and prefent Refi 
dents. 

¢ The Bond, particularly expreffed in the Grant of Revenue aforefaid, I 
deducted from the 150,000 Rupees on that Account received. The Amount 
of this Bond was Money lent his Excellency, prior to any other of my De- 
« mands, at the Intereft allowed by the Britifh AG of Parliament, and which 
« he directed to be firft paid with Intereft. The Refident is of Opinion that 
« Tam entitled to receive this Sum in Preference ; but declares he muf de- 
¢ bit my public Accounts for the whole Sum received from the Collections, 
« unlefs he has your Inftructions to the contrary. I fubmit to your Confide- 
« ration the Propriety and Rectitude of firft paying myfelf a prior Claim of 
* an Amount ‘Geateeatel exprefled, and authorized by the Vizier in his own 
¢ Grant, which I humbly implore your Honours will be pleafed to direct 
¢ your Refident not to contravene, but admit only what I have received 
¢ above the Amount of the faid Bond (Principal and Intereft) upon his 
‘ Books. I beg Leave to intreat your Honours Confideration of my Bills 
* for Saddles, Helmets, 8c. which, ,after being counterfigned by the Com- 
« manding Officer, and of fo long a ftanding, the Paymafter General has 
« judged proper to tranfmit to you: He alfo objects to a Charge admitted of 
© by the Nabob and his Predeceffors, for Writers, Moonfhy, Peons, &c. 
¢ during the Six Months of my Contract, amounting in the Whole to 2,838 
¢ Rupees; which Amount | have in an Account now by me, under the for- 
¢ mer Paymafter General’s Hand (approved of and paffed); who afterwards 
¢ lofing the Bill, and forgetting to infert it in his Books, has caufed the Mif- 
© take, which, being no Faule on my Part, I hope will meet with your 
© Confideration. 

‘ T alfo beg Leave to lay before you Two Bills for Supernumerary Horfes 
« attached to the Firft Regiment of Cavalry during Four Months of my Com- 
© mand: Thefe Bills the Auditor General has refufed to pafs, although they 
‘ have the Signature of the Commanding Officer affixed, and are for the 
‘ Feeding and Care of Horfes regularly muftered and returned on the Strength 
‘ of my Regiment, and doing Duty in it. I hope you will, after perufing 
« what I have before fet forth, and the following Order, be of Opinion that 
¢ ] was under a Military Neceffity of receiving thefe Horfes on the Streneth 
‘ of my Regiment; that I am juftified in my Demand for fupplying with 
© Neceffaries at the eftablifhed Rate; and beg the Favour of your Honours 
¢ Sanction to their being paid, together with a reafonable Intereft from the 
‘ Time they became due, as the Procraftination they have experienced was 
‘ not owing to any Omiffion of mine.—General Order by Lieutenant Colo- 
« nel Goddard, June 1ft, 1777: ** 565 Horfes, purchafed at Jynagur by Or- 
« der of his Excellency the Vizier, are to be delivered over to Captain Mar- 
*¢ fack, for the Service of the 1ft Regiment of Cavalry,” 

‘ My Regiment has generally been kept Three Months in Arrears, and I 
¢ am hopeful your Honours will deem ic juft that I fhall be allowed Intereft 
«on the Monthly Sums I was neceffarily obliged to advance for feeding, 
* &c, the Horfes of it. 
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¢ I have, &c. 
* Allahabad, (Signed) ‘CHAS MARSACK, 
© 30th Nov’ 1777. ¢ Captain. 
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‘ The Governor General propofes that the following Letters be written to 
Mr. Middleton, and to Colonel Leflie. 


© To Mr. Middleton. 
¢ Sir, 
€ The Board have taken into Confideration your Addrefs of the 1ft Inftane, 
ewith the feveral Papers it contained refpecting Captain Marfack’s Accounts ; 
a Letter from Captain Marfack on this Subject has likewife been laid before 
them. 
« Your Attention to the Duty of your Department, in refufing the Acknow- 
ledgment of that Gentleman’s irregular Claims on the Nabob's Military 
Funds, particularly the Nabob’s Bond for 51,173 Rupees, which he himfelf 
exprefsly fays is a private Debt, meets with the entire Approbation of the 
Board ; and Orders are in confequence tranfmitted, direéting Captain Mar- 
fack to render you an Account of his Receipts and Difburfements for the 
Public Service, free of every Claim he may have on the Nabob of a private 
Nature. 
© Tle is alfo ordered to withdraw the Charge for Moonfheys, Writers, &c. 
as the Board deem it highly inconfiflent that his Excellency fhould defray 
the Expence of Servants employed in the Execution of a Contraét calculated 
for the Benefit of the Contractor: And the Charge for Helmets, Swords, 
&c. is likewife direéted to be withdiawn from his Account, until it fhall have 
paffed the Infpection of this Board; fince they do not deem Colonel God- 
dard’s Signature a proper Sanction at the Time it was executed, nor fufii- 
cient without the Auditor of that Eftablifhment. 
© The Demand of Intereft on Sums expended for Military Service is fo una 
precedented a Charge, thar it is inadmiffible, : 
¢ Fort William, " We are, &c. 
© rgth Dec’ 1777. 


© To Colonel Leflie. 
© Sir, 
© Some ])ifferences having arifen between the Refident at the Vizier’s Court, 
as Paymafter Gencral, and Captain Marfack, late Commanding Officer of 
the Firft Regiment of Cavalry, in fettling the Public Accounts of his Regi- 
ment, which have been referred to us, we have come to the following Refo- 
lutions : ‘ 

© xft, That no Claim of Captain Marfack’s, of a private Nature, can poffi- 
bly be adinitred in Account with the public Fund appropriated for the Mi- 
litary Expences, and efpecially committed to him in Truft for that Service. 

« adly, That a Charge made by Captain Marfack for Moonfhys, Writers, 
&c. employed in fulfilling a Contract entered into by him with his Excel- 
lency the Nabob, mutt of Neceffity be defrayed by himfelf. ~ 

‘ 3dly, That a Demand of Captain Marfack for Helmets, Swords, @&c. un- 
der the Signature of Lieutenant Colonel Goddard, cannot be paffed in Ac- 


¢ count without the Sanction of the Board, and ought to be previoufly audited 
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by the Commiffary General on that Eftablifhment. 
« We cannot but exprefs our Surprize at the Claim of Captain Marfack for 
Intereft on Sums due for Military Pay—a Demand equally unprecedented 
and irregular. ; 
© You will be pleafed to acquaint Captain Marfack with our Sentiments on 
the Papers referred to us, and direct him forthwith to render to Mr. N. Mid- 
dleton, Refident at the Vizier’s Court, a corrected Account of his Receipts 
and I’xpenditures on the Service of the, Troops under his Command, con- 
formably to the feregoing Refolutions. 
€ Fort William, We are, &c. 
¢ 15th Decem’ 1777. 


¢ The above Letters having been agreed to, they are accordingly difpatched. 


‘* EXTRACT 
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‘EXTRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 2d January 1778. 


« Para. 3. In order to fecure the complete Liquidation of the Company’s 
Claims, and, if poffible, to leave a Fund for the Difcharge of the private 
Loans to the Nabob, of which we have already advifed you, Mr. Middleton 
obtained Tuncaws from him for Rupees 11,26,422, more than his Eftimate 
of the Amount required, which we have directed him to leave unappropriated 
till further Orders. sf 


a A HOH Mf 


‘ Extract of Bengal General Confultations, the 16th February 1778. 


¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

© ] have the Honour to receive your Favour of the 15th December 1777, 
with your Refolutions upon a Reference uf Captain Marfack’s Accounts, 
which I fhould have communicated to him; but ere my Arrival here, to 
join my Brigade, he had quitted this Place, and gone to Lucknow, and on 
my Enquiry for him, fince the Receipt of your Favour, I find he has pro- 
ceeded to the Prefidency, 

© J fhall tranfmit a Copy of your Refolutions to Mr. Middleton, the Pay- 


mafter General, and lay them alfo before the Auditor General for his Infor- 
mation. 


oo . . «| 


na a 


I have, &c. 


‘« Camp at Futty Ghur, (Signed) MATTHEW LESLIE. 
¢ January 20th, 1778. 


¢ On the Letter of the 20th January : 
« Captain Marfack being in Calcutta; Ordered, That the Secretary do ap- 


rize him of the Refolutions of the Board, fpecified in the Letter written 
rom the Secret Department to Colonel Leflie on the 1gth December laft. 


vx a 


« Extract of Bengal General Confultations, the 6th April 1778. 


€ Colonel Goddard having fent in the following Application, it was circulated 
with the Minute from the Governor General which follows it. 


«© Gentlemen, : 
© Underftanding that I am ordered upon Seryice with the Detachment under 
Colonel Leflie, I beg Leave, previous to my Departure, to folicit your In- 
terference refpecting my Claim on the Vizier; and I flatter myfelf, that 
when you fhall be made acquainted with the Nature of it, and the particu- 
lar Circumftances attending it, you will be pleafed to recommend to his 
Excellency the immediate Payment of the Amount due. 
© Upon my Arrival at Lucknow, to take upon me the Command of the 
Vizier’s Troops, I received an Order, publicly tranfinitted me through the 
Refident Mr. Briftow, to purchafe 565 Llorfes to complete the Corps of Ca- 
valry, and propofing to allow me 600 Rupees as the Price of cach Harfe ; 
in confequence of which I fent Licutenant Collins to Jaynaghur, and in- 
ftructed him to fpare no Expence in fulfilling the Vizier’s Directions. I 
have thus, Gentlemen, explained to you the Nature of the Vidzier’s Debt to 
me, which you will perceive was for Difburfements made on Account of the 
public Service, and in Obedience to his pofitive Injunctions. 
¢ Upon the Delivery of the Horfes, owing to the reduced State of the Na- 
bob’s Treafury, I was conftrained to accept of his Bond for the Amount of 
my Demand ; and as I confidered this as a Settlement of Accounts with hun, 
I am at prefent unprepared to lay before your Honourable Board an exact 
Statement of the Charges incurred, or the Sums actually difburfed, in this 
“¢ Tranfaction. The Nabob’s original Bond, +.ith his Letter directing me to 
3 « puchafe 
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purchafe the Horfes, I have left at Lucknow; and all the other Papers re- 
lative to this Bufinefs are in the Poffeffion of Lieutenants Park and Collins, 
who had'the Management of it. I can however ventute to affure the 
Board, that, upon a general Calculation, the Profit made upon the Purchafe 
of each Horfe, including the Price of feeding, &c. did not exceed 200 
Rupees; which is very little mote than 33 per Cent. and if, im Contraft to 
this Advantige, is oppofed the Rifque of Remittances, and the Hazad 
and Danger to which I was fubjected from the Obftructions and Delav L.ieu- 
tenant Collins met with on his Return to Ferochabad, when with Difficulty 
he efcaped being plundered, by the nuinerous Banditti infefting the Road, of 
every Thing he had with him, I am perfuaded the Honourable Board will 
confider the Profit above mentioned exceedingly moderate and reafonable, 
and comply with the Requeft I have urged in the former Part of my Letter 
refpecting it. 

‘ I beg Leave further to obferve, that the Money I advanced for this Ser- 
vice was very confiderable ; that I experience much Intonvenience from its 
remaining fo long unfettled; and am paying high Intereft for the Sums bor- 
rowed to accomplifh this precarious Undertaking ; befides that the Genrle- 
men who lent them are very urgent to receive fome Security for their Re- 
payment, before I proceed upon the Expedition. 


¢ Calcutta, ‘ ] have, &c. 
‘od April 1778. (Signed) THOS GODDARD.’ 


© Governor General.—The Interpofition of the Board for the Recovery of 
the Debts due from the Nabob to Individuals is irregular and unprecedented : 
Yet as thofe which have arifen on the Account of a Service which was in 
Iiffeét that of the Company, though in Appearance the Nabob’s, are in 
Number and Magnitude very confiderable, and muft in the End force the 
Attention of this Government, I am willing, on the Occafion of Lieutenant 
Colonel Goddard's Application, as well as in Confideration of his being de- 
tained from the Service to which he has been appointed by the perfonal Em- 
barraffments to which he is fubjected by the unfettled State of this Account, 
to recommend his Claim to the Confideration of the Board. 

© As this Inftance will probably fix the Principles on which all the Claims of 
a fimilar Nature will be decided, the Board will probably judge it neceffary 
to weigh attentively every Circumftance under which thofe Debts have been 
contracted, and rather incline to the Prefervation of the Nabob’s Property, 
than the Profits of his Creditors; without Regard to fpecific Engagements, if 
thefe fhall appear to have been difproportioned to the Services for which they 
were intended as the Recompences ; remembering that their Affiftance is 
optional, and that they have a jult Ground to dictate the Conditions under 
which it fhal]l be granted, or to leave the Solicitors to feek their awn Remedy 
in the Nabob’s Juttice. 

¢ The Candour with which Colonel Goddard has ftated the Nature of his 
Demand, and the Profits derived from his Contra, entitles him to the In- 
dulgence of the Board ; and this, with the Reafons above mentioned, induces 
mie to recommend their Interference for the Recovery of fuch Part of his 
Demand, as the Board, on mature Confideration of the Circumftances, fhall 
judge to be duly eftablifhed. 

© To enable the Board to determine this, I think Célonel Goddard fhould 
be required to deliver in to the Refident, upon Honour, an Account of the 
Sum actually difburfed for the Purchafe of the Horfes, the Charges of feed- 


_Ing and tranfporting them to Ferochabad, the Intereft on the Money ad- 


vanced, the Lofs by Exchange, and every other Charge incidental to his 
Contract: That a Commiffion of | per Cent. be allowed Colonel 
Goddard on the Amount of the Difburfements thus ftared, in lieu of the En- 
gagement made with the Nabob, as a full Compenfation for his Trouble : 
That this Commiffion be added to the Amount of the aforefaid Difburfe- 
ments, and bear an Intereft of Ten per Cent. from the Day of the Date of 
the Bond given Colonel Goddard by the Nabob, which is to be immediately 
cancelled: That Mr. Middleton be directed, on Colonel Goddard's ie 
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© pliance with thefe Requifitions, to make Application to the Nabob, in the 
* Name of the Board, for the Payment of Celonel Goddard’s Demand, either 
* by Ready Money, or by an Affignment on the unappropriated Tuncaws. 


(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


‘ The other Members of the Board delivered their Sentiments in the fol- 
« lowing Minutes: 


‘ Mr, Barwell.—The Propofition from the Chair is founded in Equity, and 
a juft Regard to its Object; for if the Influence of the Company is to be ul- 
timately engaged for the Difcharge of Debts, ftared by our Officers againft 
the Vizier, the Manner in which thofe arofe, and have accumulated, ought 
to be fubmitted to the Board, previous to any Steps taken for their Liquida- 
tion. I have no Objections, under the Governor General’s Strictures, to 
direct the Refident at the Court of Oude to apply for Payment of the Colo- 
a aca {o foon as it fhall be approved and fixed by the Standard pro- 
pofed, 
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‘ (Signed) RICH? BARWELL.’ 


| © Fort William, 3d April 1778. 
‘ Mr. Francis.—By the original Plan, the Horfes of Captain Webber’s and 
Captain Marfack’s Regiments were to have been raifed by their refpective 
oe Lieutenant Colonel Goddard, who commanded the whole Corps, 
and who was the proper Check over the Execution of every Branch of the 
Service, ought not to have been concerned in the Purchafe of the Horfes. 
At all Events, there can be no juft Reafon for adjufting his Claims on this 
Account before thofe of Major Webber, whofe Regiment was complcted 
long before that of Captain Marfack, and reviewed long ago by Colonel 
Goddard, and reported fit for Service, I think that the Two Claims fhould 
be taken up on the fpecific Terms of their refpective Engagements, and ad- 
jufted at the fame Time: The fame Rule, at leaft, fhould be applied 
equally and impartially to both Cafes. 
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© (Signed) P. FRANCIS. 


‘ Mr. Wheler.=-I agree with Mr. Francis, that the Two Claims fhould be 

“ taken up in the fpecific Terms of their refpective Engagements, and ad- 

jufted at the fame Time; and that the fame Rule fhould be applied equally 
and impartially to both Cafes. 

« (Signed) EDWARD WHELER,’ 


“ 
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‘ The Propofitions made on Lieutenant Colonel Goddard’s Letter by the 
Governor General being agreed to by the Board ; 

« The Secretary informs the Board, that he has notified the Purport of 
them accordingly to Colonel Goddard. 


nw 
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« Extract of Bengal General Confultattons, the 14th July 1778. 


© The following Three Letters from Captain Marfack were circulated by 
Order of the Board, with the Secret Department Confultation of the 15th. 
~ December laft, in which this Subject was confidered, and are now returned, 


nn 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
‘ T humbly beg Leave to repeat my Inftances to you, on the Subject of my 
« Demands on his Excellency the Vizier, hoping what] have now to offer will ap- 
[3D] ¢ pear 
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¢ pear too clear to admit of a Doubt in your Minds; and that, as your Refidene 
« at the Vizier’s Court has withheld from me the Collections of Furruckabad, 
« which his Exceltency fo amply made over to me, that you will do me the 
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Juftice to order him to liquidate them with Intereft, agreeable to the Tenor 
of the Vizier’s Order and Affignment to me. 

¢ Firft. Becaufe the Paper, N° 1, clearly points out my Authority, in che Firft 
Place, for raifing and completing my Regiment to the Eftablifhment N° 2: 
In confequence of this Order, I did entertain 2 or 300 Men, before the Refi- 
dent acquainted me the Vizier’s Treafury was in too low a State to go on 
with recruiting my Regiment of Cavalry. 

‘ Secondly. Becaufe the Paper, N° 3, is a literal and precife Tranflation of 
the Vizier’s own exprefs Orders and Grant to me, through the Medium of 
the Englith Refident at his Court; it alfo comprizes an Affignment on the 
Colleétions of Furruckabad, which are pofitively appropriated by the Nabob 
to the Payment of Captain Marfack’s Loan on Bond to him of 51,173 R° 
with Intereft, at 12 per Cent. per Annum, and for fuch Expences as might 
be incurred by him in raifing his Regiment of Cavalry. 

‘ It was, Gentlemen, in virtue of this Grant, thus openly obtained through 
the Englith Refident, that I received the Amount of the faid Bond; which 
Sum, being with Intereft 57,313. 12. 1. R', I humbly entreat your Honours 
will be pleafed to direét the Paymafter General not to bring againft my 
Public Accounts, as it was paid to me by the Vizier’s exprefs Orders. 

‘ Thirdly. In order to prove to the Honourable Board, that the original 
Order and Grant, of which N® 3 is a true Tranflation, was not clandeftinely 
obtained by me from the Vizier, I moft folemnly declare that no Perfon 
but the Englith Refident, Mr. John Briftow, had the leaft Influence with his 
Excellency. ‘The Order and Grant of the Furruckabad Collections, N° 3, 
was drawn out by his Moonfhee Wholauts Row, agreeable to the Command 
of his Mafter Mr. John Briftow; who afterwards himfelf procured the Vizier’s 
Sign Manual and Seal to be affixed thereto, and delivered it tome: This 
Moonthee is now in the Service of Mr. Middleton, the prefent Refident, and 
knows it to be apublic Tranflation of Mr. Briftow’s ; indeed the prefent Refi- 
dent has not a Doubt himfelf of it being fo. 

‘ Captain Marfack calls upon Captain Webber, Adjutant General—Lieu- 
tenant Peter Concellan, Deputy Adjutant General—to prove that the Refi- 
dent made public Propofals to the feveral Captains of Cavalry, to advance 
Money to recruit their refpective Regiments. Thefe Propofals were inade 
to Captains Showers, Ware, Horne, and Carter, and to myfelf. 

« The Adjutant General was with his Regiment at Furruckabad when the 
Order and Grant from the Vizier was obtained and delivered to me at 
Lucknow by Mr. Briflow, in his public Character. Mefirs. Chandler 
and O’Donnel, Deputy Paymafters, were then on the.Spot, and can teftify 
this to be a Fact. 

‘ It is notorious to every Gentleman, who was at Ettowah in April 1776, 
that Captain Showers was obliged by the Refident to difband the Recruits 
he had entertained, becaufe, he faid, there was not Money fufficient to go 
on with the Bufinefs; and it is as notorious, that the Refidenc did propofe 
and recommend it to me to pay every Fxpence of my Regiment from my 
own Fund, for the Space of 6 Months, from the ift of March 1776; 
which Inftance I complied with in every Refpect, except paying the Euro- 
pean Officers, which I think Mr. Briftow meant to include at firft, by his 
dwelling on the Words every Expence. Thus was I authorized by the Vi- 
zier, and the Englifh Refident at his Court, to make the Advances I have 
done; which being clearly proved, I humbly folicit che Protection and In- 
terpofition of the Honoyrabfe Board. Several Gentlemen, Witneffes to 
thefe Tranfactions, are now in Calcutta, who, on being examined, will, I 
am confident, not leave a Doubt in your Breafts, that I did make thefe Ad- 
vances, on the good Faith of the Englifh Government, by the Directions of 
Mr. John Briftow, the Refident and Paymafter General. Befides, Géntle- 
men, had not an Act of Adminiftration deprived me of the Security and 
Fund appropriated by the Vizier to the Difcharge of ‘his Debt to me, I 
fhould by this Time have received the whole Amount, with Intereft. 

© Quarter Mafter Mordaunt’s Bill for 2,000 Rupees was figned by the 
Commanding Officer and Auditor, and paid: Captain Marfack’s Claim is 
for Intereft on the faid 2,000 Rupees, from June 1sth, 1776, when he ad- 
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© vanced the Sum to Lieutenant Mordaune, as per: original Receipt, N* 4. 


I, having agreed to pay every Expence of the Regiment for 6 Months, was 
neceflapily obtiged to: advance-my pce’ Matter. this Sum, to build Stables 
for the Horfes 5 which accounts for the Paymatter's not advancing it. 

* Ic was even difficult for an Officer to get Pay and Batta from the Pay- 
mafter in lefs than 3 or 4 Months, but abfolutely impoffible to get a 
Rupee from him on any other Account: The Whole of my Regiment has 
frequently been going on 4 Months in Arrears; and muft have perifhed, 
had I not borrowed Cah to fubfift them. The Feeding of upwards of 800 
Horfes, 3 or 4 Months in Advance, employed a very large Sum at Intereft, 
which I am hopeful che Honourable Board will take into Confideration. 

© The Bills I tranfmicted for the Confideration of the Honourable Board, 
in my Letter of the 27th of November laft, for feeding, &c. fupernumerary 
Horfes attached to the 1ft Regiment of Cavalry, for June, July, Auguft, and 
September 1777, Iam to requeft the Honourable Board will direct to be 
paid, with Intereft from the Time they became due, as they are for Horfes 
regularly muftered, and doing Duty in my Regiment; they are figned by 
Lieutenant Colonel Goddard, who muttered them. 

‘ The Bills forwarded by the Paymafter General, for the Infpection of the 
Honourable Board, comprife a Charge for Saddles, with Houfings complete, 
Breaft Plate, Belts, Swords, and Helmets, &c. I earneftly entreat you 
will confider, that I commenced advancing Money on this Account in April 
1776, which is almoft Two Years ago. As they have undergone the Infpec- 
tion of the Commanding Officer, and are figned by him, I am hopeful the 
Honourable Board will direét them to be paid; they being the only Charge 
a and paffed by the Vizier, and former Refident Mr, John 
Briftow. 

€ It may appear ftrange to the Honourable Board, that I fhould give in a 
Claim for Intereft on my Bills for feeding Horfes; but the Matter only 
requires to be elucidated, to obviate any Doubts on that Head. Mr. Mid- 
dleton, the Paymafter General, can teftify that I never received either Pay 
for Men, or feeding Horfes, till Three Months after it became duc; in 
which Cafe I was, as before recited, abfolutely obliged to borrow Money 
for the Purpofe of feeding the Horfes, which I fubmit to the Breafts of you 
Gentlemen. 

*  fhall bee Leave to fum up the moft ftriking Parts of my fingular Cafe, 
which I doubt not will convince you of the Merits and juft Grounds on 
which I claim the Interpofition of Adminiftration. : 

© In the Firft Place, I made thefe Advances by the exprefs Orders of the 
Vizier, through the Englith Refident, during the ftormy Seafon of Govern- 
ment, when Difaffection reigned among the principal Minifters of his 
Court, and Mutinies ftarted up in every Quarter of his Dominions. I fay, 
Gentlemen, I fupplied the Exigencies of his Government, under which you 
placed me, and in the Way of my Profeffion, at a Time when all the other 
Captains of Cavalry, fenior to myfelf, deemed it too great a Rifk to run. 

© In the Second Place, the Tranfaction of the Paper, N° 3, delivered to me 
by the Englifh Refident, plainly points out the Terms and Conditions which 
I made thefe Advances ; and I moft folemnly declare, that had the Security 
and Fund, which the Vizier made over to me, not been violated by the In- 
fluence of the Englifh Refident at his Court, that I fhould not have given 
you this Trouble: For I candidly acknowledge, that I oe ey rifked my 
Property on the Security the Vizier gave me, without looking further ; reft- 
ing affured, my,Zeal for the Service would meet with no Impediment from 
the Honourable Board, but rather every Countenance and Support it might 
entitle me to receive from them: And I now rely upon their Juftice, to 
direct my Dues to be paid, to the full Exient and Meaning of his Excellene 
cy’s Grant. 

oy fhall beg Leave to obferve, that the Anxiety and Trouble I have ex- 
perienced throughout this Affair is hardly to be defcribed ; and what now 
makes me more urgent in my Selicitations for immediate Payment of my 
Dues is, that I have lately been much pufhed by my Creditors, and have 
with much Difficulty difcharged Two Bonds, one of which was fent me 
with a Lawyer’s Note ; and now, to avoid a Profecution, I am compelled to 
provide a Security for a confiderable Sum; not to fpeak of 50,000 SS ult h 
° ; ‘ jatereit, 
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¢ Intereft, for the Payment of which I have mortgaged the Whole of the Vi- 
< zier’s Debt to me. 

¢ The Uncertainty and Sufpenfe my Affairs have fo long remained under, 
¢ makes People fo prefling for their refpective Dues ; I therefore humbly en- 
« treat the Honourable Board will relieve my Diftrefles by a {peedy and fa- 
¢ vourable Conclufion. 

« The accompanying Account will exhibit to the Honourable Board the 
¢ Balance now due to me, exclufive of Intereft. - 


, © it have: &c. 
¢ Fort William, « (Signed) CHARLES MARSACK, 
© March 26th, 1778. ‘ Captain. 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

‘ I have the Honour to lay before you the accompanying Account, N° 6; 
‘ which, I prefume, evidently points out that the Charges therein contained 
¢ were made by the exprefs Order of the Vizier, through the Paymatter of 
‘ his Forces, Mr. John Briftow ; It is an official Account Current, under his 
« Signature. 

‘ By the Adjutant General’s Letter, N° 1, your Honours will plainly per- 
© ceive, that “ I am dire€ted to obferve, both as the Vizier and the Honour- 
« able Supreme Council’s Pleafure, that all Charges on Account of the Vi- 
** zier’s Service are to be prefented by Mr. John Briftow, the Paymatfter ta 
«¢ his Forces, who will fubmit them to the Nabob’s Confideration, and dif- 
“< charge them if proper.” 

‘ The Advances comprized in the aforefaid Account were actually made at 
¢ the Inftance of Mr. John Briftow, the Paymafter; who being an Officer at 
« that Time employed by our own Government, I humbly folicit the Inter- 
‘ pofition of the Honourable Board, and that they do direct the prefent Re- 
© fident to liquidate the faid Account as it ftands. 


‘ Thave, &c. 
© Calcutta, ‘ (Signed) CHARLES MARSACK, 
« oth June 1778. « Captain. 


¢ Honourable Sir, and Strs, 

¢ Permit me to remind you of the long Time my Bills for Saddles,: &c. 
* fupplied the Firft Regiment of Cavalry by Order of the Vizier, have re- 
‘ mained unpaid. To prevent giving the Honourable Board further Trou- 
‘ ble, prefuming upon their Juftice, to make me a fuitable Confideration for 
« the Advances I have made in a remote Part of the Country for ‘the Vizier’s 
© Service, and for the great Trouble I muft have had in completing a Regi- 
« ment of 747 Horfe, with fuch Requifites,- I humbly beg Leave to lay be- 
‘ fore you, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, an exact Account of the Expences in- 
‘ curred in Two Bills, one bearing Date the 3d January 1777, the other 
© June sft 1777, being the precife Dates that thefe Bills became due, by 
© Reafon that every Article expreffed therein was furnifhed and completed 
‘ accordingly. And I do hereby declare, upon the Word and Honour of 
‘an Officer (in whofe Integrity I humbly conceive the Honourable Board 
‘ are ever willing to repofe a Confidence) that the faid Charge ts made bona 
‘ Fide, and Materials charged at the Buzar Rate, Intereft till the Day of 
‘* the Date of the Bills, and Lofs of Exchange, comprifed therein ; but no 
‘ Charge for Writers, Sircar, Hircarrah, &c. People, employed in fo great 


‘a Work. 
I have, &c. 
‘ Fort William, “ (Signed) CHARLES MARSACK, 
« June arft, 1778. ee « Captain. 
- £ Ordered, That the Enclofures in ‘the dbowe Lertérs be entered after the 
* Confultation. w! 
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* The Governor General having given the following Opinion, it was fent 
© round with the Letters. 


¢ Governor General.«-Captain Marfack having renegred his Applications to 
* the Board, on the Subject of his Claim on the Nabob' Vizier, in Two Letters, 
© dated the 26th of March and art of June—the former containing an Expla- 
¢ nation of the different Articles co:trpofing it ; and the latter an Account, de- 
¢ clared upon Honour to be a true one, of the Charge incurred by him in the 
¢ Provifion of Saddles, and of other Furniture, fapplied the Firft Regiment of 
« Cavalry, by Order of the Vizier, while he had the Command of it--I now 
© fubmit this Jong depending and complicated Affair to the Board, for their 
« final Determination upon it: To facilitate which, I fhall offer a few Re- 
« marks upen his Account Current with the Nabob, inclofed in his Letter of 
© the 26th of March, and correfponding with his former Account, N° 2, in- 
* clofed in Mr. Middleton’s Letter of the 1ft December; this being the Foun- 
¢ dation of his prefent Demands. 

‘ The Firft Article is of a private Nature, irregular, and on many Accounts 
‘ improper : A feverer Cenfure might be paffed upon it; but in this Inftance 
¢ Captain Marfack ftands fupported by a Multitude of Examples, and muft 
© fubmit to the famre Lot as fhall be dealt out to others in the fame Situation 
« with himfelf, It is a Demand for aSum of Money lent to the Nabob on an 
© Intereft of 12 per Cent. per Annum, for the Payment of which the Nabob 
© gave him an A@fignment or Mortgage of the Muzzerana, or Tribute, which 
© was due from the Nabob of Furruckabad, afterwards affigned anew for Pays 
« ment of the Expences of the Corps of Cavalry commanded by Captain 
¢ Marfack; bue appropriated by him to his own prior Ufe, in virtue of the 
‘ original Affignment, until Mr. Middleton very properly interfered and put 
* a Stop to it. The Sum claimed on this Account, and unqueftionably due 
« for the Principal and Intereft to the 26th March laft, was R’ 67,313. 12.—= 
« As this is not an official Debt, I fhall propofe chat it be totally rejected from 
© the Account now under Confideration, and proceed to the reft. 

‘« The 2d Article is the Balance of an Account of Charges incurred for the 
« Regiment under his Command. This Account Captain Marfack had adjuft- 

ed with the former Paymatter, Mr. Briftow ; but being delivered to his Suc- 
ceffor, Mr. Middieton, that Gentleman objefted to one Article in it, being a 
contingent Charge incurred for the Execution of a Contract granted Captain 
Marfack, as the Paymafter fuppofed, for a Provifion of Horfes, but which 
Captain Marfack annexes to his Contraét for paying his Regiment. It had 
been paffed, as Captain Marfack alleges, by Mr. Briftow, but was miflaid, 
which was the Occafion of its being prefented to Mr. Middleton: Ic is, 
however, an improper Charge. To the reft of the Account, no Objections 
are made: It fhould therefore be allowed. 
¢ The Charge of Intereft on the feveral Sums difburfed for Military Ser- 
vices, was rejected by the Board as unprecedented. But Captain Marfack 
having advanced the Money from his Funds, by the Nabob’s Order, and 
upon his exprefs Engagement to allow an Intereft of One per Cent. per 
Menfem, I think him as clearly and juftly entitled to receive it, as any other 
Part of his Demand. 
‘ The 3d and 4th Articles are for Saddles and other Furniture fupplied 
his Regiment, by the Nabob’s Orders, conveyed through the Refident, Mr. 
Briftow. Mr. Middleton rejected this Charge, wanting the Authority of the 
Commanding Officer’s Signature. This Captaia Marfack at length ob- 
tained; and then Mr. Middleton referred the Charge to the Board, who 
directed it to be withdrawn, until it had received the Sanction of the Auditor 
of Accounts. Captain Marfack now delivers in Two feparate Accounts for 
this Charge; and declares, upon his Honour, that the Sums fet againft the 
re{pective Articles were, bona fide, expended for them. Although thefe 
Accounts want the Sanétion of Vouchers and of Official Fprnis, yet, as che 
Articles are of fuch a Nature as not to have admitted of the former being 
procured, and were fupplied before an Officer was appointed to command 
the Nabob’s Troops under Britifh Officers, or the Office of Auditor of Ac- 
counts was eftablifhed, which prevented his obtaining the latter—and as 
Captain Marfack has now folemnly pledged his Honour to the Board for the 
actual Expenditure of the Sums, as oe in the Accounts—I think that 
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the Amount of the Bills, with a Commiffion of 15 per Cent. for his Trouble 
and Rifque, may be allowed him. . 
© The Charge for feeding Supernumerary Horfes, objected to by the Audi- 
tor of Accounts, incurred in Obedience to a general Order, as appears by 
Colonel Goddard’s Signature to the Bill—and as the Vizier had directed 
that all Orders of the Commander in Chief of his Forces, under Britifh 
Officers, were to be obeyede—Captain Marfack could not refufe to fubfitt 
thofe Horfes, and is confequently entitled to be repaid at the eftablifhed 
Rates. 

« Having thus examined, and given my Opinion upon, the Articles of a pub- 
lic Nature in Captain Marfack’s Account, I muft now revert to his private 
Demand on Bond. . 

¢ It was certainly irregular to introduce this as a Charge in his public Ac- 
count; nor could the Paymafter admit of Captain.Marfack’s appropriating 
any Part of the Money he received from the Furruckabad Colle¢tiors to the 
Difcharge of it. But it now remains to confider this Claim in the Light of 
a private Debt due to an Individual ; and how far Captain Marfack, or any 
other Perfons in the fame Circumftances, may be entitled to the lgterference 
of this Government for the Recovery of it. 

© The private Claims upon the Nabob are numerous; and his Creditors, 
who are Perfons engaged in the Service of the Company, or under their 
Protection, when they fiad his Inability to fatisfy their Demands, will natu- 
rally have Recourfe to the Influence of the Board with the Nabob, for the 
Security of the Property which they have rifqued to relieve the Exigencies 
of his Government. If we refufe our Interpofition, they will tranfmic their 
Claims to England, where they will become the Caufe and Subject of much 
Trouble to the Company; and the Iffue will be in this, as in all former 
Cafes of a like Nature and Magnitude, an Order for the Interference of this 
Government for the Recovery of it. 

‘ For thefe Reafons I recominend it to the Board, that all Claims of a pri- 
vate Nature againft the Nabob, which fhall be declared upon Oath to be 
made for Sums really and fpecifically advanced, without any fictitious Ac- 
cumulation or Collufion, and attended with no Profit or Advantage what- 
ever to the Creditor but the legal Intereft of 12 per Cent. per Annum, fhall 
be received and regiftered in the Order of their Dates; and the Refident di- 
rected to ufe the Influence of this Government for Payment of them, after 
all the prefent Demands of the Company are fully fatisfied. 

© I confider Captain Marfack as having the firft Claim to Payment amongft 
the private Creditors of the Nabob, from the Affignment in his Poffeffion 
on the Nuzzerana of Furruckabad, which exprefsly provides for the Dif- 
charge of the Bond in Queftion. This Security was probably the Induce- 
ment to Captain Marfack to rifque his Money in the Nabob’s Hands; but 
‘ he has been obliged by the Refident, and by the fubfequent Order of the 
© Board, to apply the whole Sum which he had collected to the Credit of his 
‘ public Demands. Thefe Confiderations, in my Optnion, entitle Captain 
“ Marfack to fuch Relief as this Government can afford him; and if he will 
‘ declare upon Oath that he derives no Advantage from this Loan except the 
legal Intereft of 12 per Cent. per Annum, I think the Refident fhould be 
© directed, in the Name of the Board, to ufe his Influence with the Nabob 
© for the Payment. 
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‘ T agree, fatisfied of the Juftnefs of Captain Marfack’s Demands. 
(Signed) - R. B. 


* Sgen, and referred to the other Members of the Board, in whofe Determi- 
* nation I fhall acquiefce, 


‘ (Signed) EDWARD WHELER. 


: s Mr. 
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¢ Mr. Francis delivered in the following Minute : 


¢ aft. I object to the Firft Article of Captain Marfack’s Demands; viz. 
© Rupees 6753133 becaufe, in the Govetnor General’s Opinion, it is of a pri- 
* vate Nature, irregular on many Accounts, improper, and deferving of a feverer 
© Cenfure ;—becatife, when the Queftion of private Loans to the Nabob was agi- 
© tated generally on the 8th of September laft, Mr. Barwell was of Opinion, that 
© this Government had nothing at all to do with any Debts contraéted by the Na- 
¢ bob but with the Company, and objected to any Kind of an Interpofition what- 
* ever, in this Government, to force the Nabob to the Payment of fuch Loans ; 
¢ --becaufe itis my own Opirion, that this Money was not lent for the public 
© Service ;-and becaufe, in our Letter of the 8th of September to Mr. Mid- 
« dleton, we fignified to him the Refolution agreed on that Day, viz. «« That 
*¢ we totally difapproved of Money being lent to the Nabob by any Indi- 
c¢ viduals in the Service of the Company; nor would we fuffer the Company’s 
«¢ Influence to be mifufed for the Recovery of fuch Debts.” 

‘ ed Article. J acquiefce in the Governor’s Opinion on the Second Am 
© ticle, except that I am not aware of the Governor’s Reafon for faying, that 
¢ the Charge incurred for a Provifion of Horfes, amounting to One Lack 
‘ Twenty thoufand Six hundred Rupees, is imaproper, and that only the Re- 
« mainder of the Account fhould be allowed, On this Point I fufpend my 
‘ Opinion; but I muft object to the Allowance of Intereft on any of the Sums 
‘ or Debts claimed by Captain Marfack, being firmly convinced that all the 
¢ Officers in the Nabob's Service, and Captain Marfack moft particularly, de- 
¢ rived exorbitant Advantages from their Employments. As the Accounts of 
¢ the Third and Fourth Articles want the Sanétion of Vouchers and of official 
¢.Forms, I think they fhould not be allowed, unlefs they are attefted by Captain 
© Marfack upon Oath; but no Commiffion allowed him on any Account. 


« (Signed) Pooks 


© Mr. Barwell. 

< In Reply to Mr. Francis, I fhall only remark, that the Cafe of Captain Mar- 
¢ fack is very different from that of any of the other private Creditors of the 
‘ Nabob. He was in actual Poffeffion of Affignments on the Revenue of Fur- 
< ruckabad for the Payment of his Loan, but was obliged by the Refident to 
© convert the Produce of them to the Public Ufe, which in Effect amounted 
‘to a Transfer of the Debt to the Company; I think it therefore incumbent 
‘ on us to grant the Influence of this Government with the Nabob for the 
« Recovery of a Sum of Moncey dug to Captain Marfack, and thus appro- 
« priated under the immediate Direction pf the Refident. 


© Refolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Middleton : 


« Sir, 

¢ Captain Marfack has delivered fundry Reprefentations to us, on the Subject 
of his Claims on the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, for Difburfements made by him 
for the Public Service. We inclofe a Copy of the Account Current, and of 
fome other Papers which he has laid before us, and fhall give you our Senti- 
ments and Directions upon each Article of Charge contained in the former. 
¢ The Firft Line, being the Amount of a private Loan made to the Nabob, 
is very irregularly and improperly introduced by Captain Marfack into his 
Public Account. We fhall, however, pafs our Opinion upon this Charge, 
when we come to acquaint you with the general Rule we propofe to obferve 
in refpect to the Claims of Individuals on the Nabob, for Money lent on Ac- 
count of the Service of his Government. 

© The Second Article, being the Balance of a former Account of Charges 
incurred by Captain Marfack for raifing and fupporting his Regiment of Ca- 
walry, we think ought to be allowed, after dedadling the Sum of Rupees 
2,838, to which you have objeéted; this being a Charge for Moonfhys, 
‘ Writer, Peons, &c. employed in the Execution of a Contract, which, as we 
« have already declared, muft be defrayed by Captain Marfack, the Contractor. 
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© We have given it as our Opinion, on a former. Reference, that the Charge 
© of Intereft on Money expended by Captain Marfack for the Military Service, 
© was equally unprecedented aad irregular; but as we now underftand that 
© the Amount was actually advanced by him from his own Funds by the Na- 
© bob’s Order, and in confequence of his refs Engagement to allow an 
« Intereft of One per Cent. per Menfem for the Benefit of it, we cannot but 
© think him juftly entitled to that Compenfation. 

‘ The 3d and 4th Charges, for Accoutrements fupplied his Regiment 
© by the Nabob’s Order, iffued co himthrough the Channel of the former Re- 
« fident, want the Sanction of Vouchers and official Atteftations ; but as the 
© Articles are of fuch 2 Nature as not to admit of the Firft, and were provided 
© before the Appointment of an Auditor General took place, and conkequentl 
© were exempt from the laft, we mutt be fatisfied with Captain Marfack’s fo- 
‘ lemn Declaration, upon Honour, that the Accoutrements were bona fide 
* fupplied, and the Sums charged by him actually expended in the Provifion 
‘of them. Taking this for granted, we therefore direct that the Charges be 
‘ admitted according to the inclofed Bills, with a Premium of 15 per Cent. 
* upon the Amount for his Commiffion. 

© We find a further Claim preferred by Captain Marfack, for Difburfements 
« made by him in feeding Supernumerary Horfes attached to his Regiment, by 
« an Order of Colonel Goddard, for 4 Months. Although the Auditor Gene- 
« ral has objected to this Charge, we confider that Captain Marfack could not 
‘ refufe to receive and fubfift the Horfes delivered over to him by a General 
‘ Order, dated rift June 19777 5 we therefore direct that it be admitted. 

© As the private Debts incurred by the Nabob are of fuch a Nature and Mag- 
© nitude, that we think the Interference of this Government muft at fome 
* Time be exerted for the Adjuftment of them, we have come to, the Refo- 
¢ lution of admitting all Claims which fhall be declared upon Oath due for 
* Money really and fpecifically advanced, without any fictitious Accumula- 
€ tion of Collufion, and attended with no Profit or Advantage whatever to the 
‘ Creditors but the legal Intereft of 12 per Cent. per Annum; we therefore 
« dire&t that you receive and regifter all fuch private Demands fo authenti- 
* cated in the Order of their Dates, and that you pay them off in the fame 
‘ Order from the Amount of the unappropriated Tuncaws in your Poffeffion, 
* after the prefent Demands of the Company are fully fatisfied. 

* But as we conceive that Captain Marfack, from the Circumftance of his 
‘ being deprived of an Affignment on the Nuzzerana of Furruckabad, which 
© was actually granted for the Payment of the Bond due to him, has a prior 
‘ Clarm, to any of the Nabob’s private Creditors, to the Liquidation of his 
‘ Debt, we direct that he be the firft paid, after he fhall have delivered in the 
« Affeveration above required. 

© We are, &c.’ 


‘ Ordered, That Captain Marfack be informed of the Board’s Determina- 
* tion, upon the different Articles of his Claimon the Nabob. 

© Refolved, That the Paragraph of the Rule laid down, in the Letter to Mr. 
‘ Middleton, refpecting the Board’s Interference in the Recovery of the 
© Nabob’s Debts to Individuals, be publifhed in General Orders. 


¢ Sir, 

‘ I am directed by his Excellency the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla to acquaint 
‘ you, that it is his Orders you do immediately, on Receipt of this, begin to 
‘ entertain Men for your Regiment, until it fhall be completed agreeable to 
‘ the accompanying Eftablifhment. His Excellency recommends that you 
¢ will be particularly careful in the Choice of your Native Officers, upon 
* which the Difcipline and good Order of your Corps will in a great Meafure 
“depend. The high Opinion his Excellency has always entertained of Britifh 
© Officers, makes him exprefs himfelf fatisfied that your utmoft Endeavours will 
© be exerted in the raifing and difciplining this your Corps; efpecially as this 
* is a Meafure he has enjoined me to acquaint you he is extremely defirous of 
© feeing carried {peedily into Execution, He defires that you will advife me, 
‘ from Time to Time, of your Succefs in recruiting ; and that you will always 
© acquaint me with every material Circumftance relative to Military Service, 

« that the fame may be particularly made known to him, ‘i 
« Fis 
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¢ His Excellency alfo orders, that you fend to this Office regularly, at the 
¢ Expiration of every Month, a Return of your Regiment, with an Account of 
‘ fach Cafnalties as may have happened during the Courfe of the Month. His 
¢ Excellency further orders, that, in recruiting and difciplining your Corps, 
¢ you adhere to the Rule of the Company’s Service, and the Regulations and 
© Conditions on which you are lent to. the Nabob.—Mr. John Briftow is ap- 
: aie Paymafter to the Army, and: he has his Excellency’s Directions for 
© furnifhing you with the neceffary Sums of Money for the Payment of your 
¢ Regiment ; you will, therefore, tranfmit your Monthly Abftraét to that Gen- 
€ tleman. 

« J am further directed to inform you, that as it is impoffible, at fo fhort a 
¢ Notice, to furnifh Tents fufficient for fuch a Number of Officers, the follow- 
¢ ime Sums for the prefent will be allowed ; viz. 


© To a Captain, as Major — — — R' 1500 
« A Lieutenant, as Captain —_ = 750 
¢ An Adjutant and Quarter Mafter, as D* moses 750 


* Monthly Allowance for Carriage, pitching, and repairing of Tents, toge- 
* ther with Beefties, Gurry Wolahs, 8c. 


© Toa Captain, as Major aon — — R® 200 
P ‘ee 

‘ A Lieutenant, as Captain —_ — 100 

¢ An Adjutant and Quarter Mafter, as D° — 100 


* It is a material Object with his Excellency to prevent any Irregularity or 
« Confufton in all Difburfements, efpecially on the Head of Contingencies or 
‘ extraordinary Allowances; you wil therefore obferve, both as his Excel- 
« lency’s and the Honourable the Supreme Council’s Pleafure, that all Bills 
‘ for contingent Charges are to be prefented to Mr. John Briftow, the Pay- 
¢ mafter, who will fubmit them to the Nabob’s Confideration, and difcharge 
© them if proper. The Pay of the Officers having-commenced from the rft 
© of January, it is confidered as adequate to any Expence the Officers may 
« have been at in joining the Army ; his Excellency cannot therefore admit 
© of any Claim oa this Head: And it is his Excellency’s further Orders, 
¢ that no Englifh Officer fhall, direétly or indirectly, enter into any Kind ot 
¢ Trade whatfoever, under Pain of Difmiffion of his Service. 


I am, &c. ) 
« Camp at Ettowe, ‘ (Signed) JAMES WEBBER, 
© agth March 1776. ; * Adjucant Gencral, 


th 
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* His Excellency has been pleafed to order the following Eftablifhment 
¢ for a Squadron of Horfe in his Service. 


‘ One Head Ruffuldar, to command the Firft Troop of the 
R’ 











‘ Squadron, and to feed his own Harfe — 300 
‘ One Second D*, to command the Second ee: and to li 
« feed his own Horfe — — 260 
© Six Jemadars, Three to each Troop, at 80 R' each —  94¢ 
© Eighteen Head Duffadars — ao m— = 450 
‘ Eighteen Second D° — 18 oe ennort 324 
‘ 200 Troopers — 12 — mm 2400 
© Four Trumpeters a 12 ~ — 48 
4,252 
= « Staff Effettives. 
¢ One Adjutant, a Jemidar, at 30 R' — a 3° 
© One Camp Colour Man 15 — — 15 
€ One Farrier 20 ponse — 20 
© One Riding Mafter 20 — — ac 
re 85 
© Non-effectives. 
‘ Ten Beafties, at 9 each ~— — go 
‘ One Head Armourer, at 10 Re pe per Month; — i 2§ 
©‘ Two Inferior, at 7. 8. cach = — — , 
© One D° Carpenter, D° D° Do = 28 
© Two Mutfuddees, at 20 R' each —_— — 7 
© One Doétor, to provide Medicines — — 50 
230 
‘ Expence of Horfes. 
© 249 Horfes, including Horfes for the Staff Effectives, at 
« 98 R* each Horfe ae — — 6,972 
‘ Monthly Allowance for Steel, Iron, Charcoal, &c. to 
* each Squadron — — _ 7¢ 
‘ A Regiment being compofed ‘of Three Squadrons, the 
© Monthly Expences will amowfit to — — 34,827 
‘ As the Sum of 28 R' is allowed per Month for each Horfe, 
‘ it is neceffary to particularize the feveral Articles for which that 
© Allowance 1s made. 
¢ Pay to One Sice and Grafs Cutter — 8 — 
Fos Grain, at 5 Seer pe Day, at an Average of 15 Seer 
« per Rupee 10 <= 
© For Body ania One new de -y Three Months, at 6 
© R’ each — to 
© For Brufhes, Ropes, Combs, &e. — — 2 
« For Maffailah o ome — — 1 8 
© For Shoes — i— 
‘ For the Provifion of new Saddles Yearly, and foi keeping 
‘ the Saddles furnifhed by his eacenency the Firft oe 
© in Repair — —e 3 8 
—— 28 
 d 


© Tranflation 
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¢ Tranflation of an Order from the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, direéted to 
‘ Major C. Marfack. 


‘ It is neceffary, agreeable to my Orders, you get ready a Regiment of 
Horfe: The Expences of the Sepoys, the Horfes, and other Articles required 
for the faid Regiment, from the 11th of Mohirrim 1190 to the 13th of 
Regib of the fame Year, correfponding with the End of Bhadoon, you 
will pay from your own Funds, and let the Bufinefs go on. The Amount 
of all thefe Charges for Pay to the Sepoys, the Expences of Horfes, &c. 
you will receive from me, agreeable to the Monthly Account, with Intereft, 
at the Rare of 1 per Cent. per Month: And, God willing, an Affignment 
fhall be granted (for the Amount of every Charge aforefaid) on Abdoolah 
Beg, for the Nuzzerannah of Furruckabad, to cortimence from the Middle 
of Rejib, in the aforementioned Year. For your Satisfaction and Security, I 
have appointed, and do hereby make over to you, the Nuzzerannah of Fur- 
ruckabad, as a Fund for reimburfing you; that you may take the Collections 
there on Account of your Affignment, and until you have fully, and without 
Balance, received the Whole of your Demand for getting ready the Regi- 
ment, the Purchafe of Horfes, and for your Loan on Bond of 51,170 R’, 
and foinething more. I fhall grant no Affignment whatever to any other 
Perfon on that Place: You will therefore, with your Mind at Eafe, attend 
to the getting ready your Regiment of Horfe. 

‘ What more can I write? 


a nanannnnnennnaaanwe a 8 & 


« A true Tranflation. 


°C, MARSACK, 
« Captain. 


© His Excellency the Vizier pr 


* To Intereft on 2,000 advanced by Captain Marfack to the 
© Quarter Mafter of the ft Regiment of Cavalry, from 
© June 15th 1776 to December 15th 1778—-18 Months, at 
« 3 per Cent. per Menfem, ts — = L.R* 360 — — 


ap ee se 


¢ (Signed) per CHARLES MARSACK, 
¢ December, 1gth 1777. * Captain commanding rf 
« Reg' Cavalry. 


¢ To N. Middleton, Efquire, Paymafter to the Vizier’s Troops. 


¢ Received of Captain Charles Marfack, on Account of Cantonments, 
¢ Two thoufand Rupees. 


Ps , ‘(Signed) HENRY MORDAUNT, 

é « Adjutant and Quarter Matter, 
© aft Regiment of Cavalry: 
wy 


¢ June rth, 1776. 


¢ The 
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« Fis Exeellency the Vizier D' 
/ * To the undermentioned Articles fespplied the 1t Regiment of Ca- 
¢ 


ie, 4 © valey, by his Order, at Furruckabad. 





'< Te 747 Royal Hunting Saddtes, with Houfings, double-rerned 
« Bridles, Girts, Sircingles, &c. complete, Officers 
' * #neluded, at 20 Rupees 12 Annas each we 115,500 4 = 


« 747 Brafs polifhed Helmets, with Silk Taffels, Loops, and 
¢ Bands, Hair Manes, @&c. Offieess incinded, at 
“6 R' 4 Annas each ome _ — | 4,692 — 6 


* 747 Swords, Brafs Bafket Hilts, with Brafs Ferrils and 
‘ Hooks, and Scarlet broad Clothing within the 
‘ Bafkets, at 3 Rupees 1g Annas each == mee f 2994T 5 mm 


‘747 Holfter Pipes, varnifhed, with Breaft Bathers, Buc- 
© kies, &c. at2 Rupees6 Annaseach — a | 15774 2 


* 723 Carabine Buckets, with Slings and Buckets, at 1 Ru- 
“ pee 4 Annas each a oe eae 903 12 =m 


+ 723 Crofs Beltsf with Brafs polifhed Breaft Plates, Steel 
‘ Springs, Swivel Slings for Carabines, Sword Slings, 


‘ and complete, at 2 Rupees 8 Annas each — | 1,807 8 — 
* 741 Pairs of Spurs with Leathers, at 1 Rupee 6 Annas ‘ 

© per Pair — — a wm | 1,078 14 — 

« Expence incurred at che Buzar late of Materials — | 28,637 13 6 
* Intereft from the 1ft March 1776 to the 1 January 1777, at 

* 1 per Cent. per Month, is, 11 Months = = — | 2863 12 2 
Re A. Pe 
“ Lofs of Exchange on drawing and remitting 28,637 13 6 
© from and to Calcutta, with Lofs of Intereft, 2 Months, is 

* 16 per Cent one ones ome ‘is 4,582 — 3 


* Total Expence incurred L.S* Rupees  ~— | 36,083 9 11 


« To Advance allowed by Government for Rifk of Property 
¢ laying in that Country, for Captain Marfack’s advancing 
¢ the above Sum, and for his Trouble — “ per Cent. is ooor 


« L,S* Rupees vo : 


¢ Furruckabad, 
¢ Janu d 1797. 
January 3¢ 17 eon. 


¢ (Signed) per CHARLES MARSACK, 
* Captain commanding 1 Reg" 
‘ Cavalry, Vizier’s Service. 


, (3H) 


‘fs 
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* His Excellency the Vizier pb 


¢ To the undermentioned Articles fupplied the 1 Regiment of Cavaley 
¢ at Furruckabad. 


enemas meme enenenn enema aneeeenemee 


© B41 Body Clothes, at 4 Rupees each — = | 3,364 — — 
* 841 Sets of Horfe Shoes and Nails, at 1 Rupee 4 Annas 

€ each ceca | ne arecanen eotqram 4,051 4— 
‘ 841 Girts and Pads, at 6 Annas each —_ one 315 6 om 
‘ 841 Sets of Currey Combs, Brufhes, and Hair Cloths, at 

R. A. 
© 1. 4, each ~— — — mone 1,05t 4 = 
Ane 

« 841 Nonetahs, or Head Collars, with Rings, at 8 each — 420 8 — 


© 841 Sets of Head and Heel Ropes, at 10 Annas each = 525 10 = 


© 841 Sets of Piquets, at r Afina each — —_ 56 — 
¢ Exact Expence incurred — | 6,784 — — 


© Intereft, Lofs of Remittance, &c. afcertained as near as 
. poffible — — Sed — — 760 om ome 








* Total Expence — Rup* | 7,644 — — 


« Advance allowed by Government, for Rifk of Poperty lay« 
‘ ing in that Country, for Captain Marfack’s advancing 
“ the above Sum, and for his Trouble, — per Cent. — —_-_ — 


* Furruckabad, 
« June ift 1777. 
‘ BE. 


‘ (Signed) per CHARLES MARSACK, 


‘ Captain commanding rft Regi- 
* ment of Cavalry.’ 


‘EXTRACT 


{ 190 ] 


% 


“ EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal; dated 19th Auguft 1778. 


‘ Para, 14. We have advifed you, in a former Letter, of the Terms on which 
¢ we had agreed to interfere in fecuring the Recovery of Debts from the Nabob 
* of Owde to Individuals. As they were incurred for che Support of the Public 
* Service, and from their Magnitude were become an Object of great Importance, 
* we were perfuaded that they muft in the End attract the Attention of the Com- 
© pany, and demand the Influence of this Government, as the only Means of ad- 
¢ jufting them: We therefore, on a full Confideration of the Subject, thought 
* it advifeable, by a timely Interpofition, to afcertain the juft Dues of each Cre- 
‘ ditor, and to afford our Aid in liquidating them, fo far as we could, without 
* retarding Payment of the Company’s Demands: We have therefore directed 
‘the Refident to receive all private Claims which fhall be declared upon Oath 
* to be for Sums really and fpecifically advanced to the Nabob, without any 
* fictitious Accumulation, or Collufion, and attended with no Profit or Advan- 
* tage whatever to the Creditor, but the legal Intereft of 12 per Cent. per An- 
* num, and to ufe the Influence of this Governmene for obtaining Payment there- 
* of in the Order of their Dates, after the Nabob’s prefent Debt to the Company 
« has been recovered. 


‘EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 17th Auguft 1778. 


* The following Letters and Papers iraving been received from Major Web- 
* ber, they were circulated, with an Abftraét of the Board’s Refolutions, on the 
* Applications of Colonel Goddard and Captain Marfack, which follow his 
« Letter. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, . 

* T had the Honour to be appointed, in the Beginning of the Year 1796, 
to the Command of a Regiment of Cavalry in the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah’s 
Service, which Regiment was then to be raifed. On my Arrival at the Head 
Quarters at Ettawa, I found that the State of the Nabob’s Finances were fo low, 
as totally to incapacitate him from raifing the Troops chen wanted, and that 
thereby the Views of this Government, in raifing thefe Regiments of Cavalry, 
were likely to be fruftrated. In this ficuation, I propofed to his Excellency, 
through Mr. Briftow, the Refident at his Court, to advance the Money neceffary 
for the Purchafe of the Horfes, an Offer which was readily accepted of ; and 
a Contract was executed on the Part of the Nabob accordingly, for 750 Horfes, 
at the Rate of 600 Rupees each. A Copy of the Contraét accompanies this 
Addrefs, for your particular Infpection. 
‘ The Faith of Government being thus engaged, I borrowed Money in different 
Quarters, and raifed and completed my Regiment in Performance of my Con- 
tract; Aflignments of the Revenue in Payment therefore were made to Mr. 
Briftow; but as the Collections fell fhore that Year, the Fund from whence the 
Debt due to me fhould have been difcharged was appropriated to the Currenc 
Payment of the Troops, and Credit given to me for it in che Paymafter’s Books, 
by Mr. Briftow, as Refident and Paymatter, 
© Upon Mr. Middleton’s fucceeding Mr. Briftow, as Refident at the Court of 
Oude, I reprefented to him the Hardhhip of my Cafe, of which he feemed to be 
perfectly fenfible, affuring me of his beft Services towards the Recovery of the 
Money, as it was advanced for the Public Service; declaring, that in that Light 
he confidered the Claim equally ftrong in Point of Right as the Debt which 
the Nabob owed to the Company. 
¢ Impreffed with thefe Sentiments, Mr. Middleton applied for, and obtained, 
Tuncaws for the Difcharge of my Demands, and accordingly made me Two 
Payments, of Fifty-three thoufand Rupees each, in Part thereof—affuring me, 
that rhe Remainder of the Debt due to me fhould be liquidated in the Courle 
of the Year; but having foon after been pofitively forbidden by your Honour- 
able Board to make further Payments in Difcharge of the Nabob’s Debts, of 
what Nature foever, Mr. Middleton was thereby reltrained from making me 
any further Advances, although Affignments had been iffued for that ——. 
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« | beg Leave to enclofe Statements of my Demands on the Naboh, as they 
“ ftand at this Time; viz. An Account Current with the Vizier for the Hortes 
* fupplied by me in virtue of my Contract with him, atthe Rate therein fpecified, 
* and for Accoutrements and Horfe Furniture, as per feparate Accounts of Par- 
‘ ticulars, by which the Balance due to me at this Time amounts to Five Lacks 
* Thirty-one thoufand Seven hundred and Fifty-four Rupees, including [n- 
“ tereft thereon to the 35th Inftant. 

‘ Two feparate Accounts, containing the Particulars of my Difburfements, for 
+ Accoutrements and Cloathing, as above mentioned, provided in Confequence of 
‘ the Nubob’s feparate Orders through the Refident. 

‘ With refpect to the Price of the Horfes, it is charged exaCtly conformable 
‘ to the Terms of my Contracé&t with the Nabob, and the Account thereof will be 
* found in every Refpe& socorrefpond with the Refideat’s Public Accounts, 

¢ With refpect to the particular Jums of my Difburfements tor Cloathing, 
“ &c. they fimply contain my aQual Difburfements; and I folemnly declare to 
* you, that I do not nor have not derived any Advantage therefrom ; and that 
© the feveral Rates of Charges therein are confiderably lower than thofe fixed by 
* the Refident at the Time I received the Orders for fupplying them. 

You will be pleafed however to obferve, that at the Foot of each of thefe 
¢ Accounts is fpecified an additional Article of Charge for the Lofs of Exchange 
« on drawing and remitting to and from Calcutta, with the Lofs of Intereft. 

* This Article I in like Manner affure your Honourable Board I do not derive 
* any Advantage from, as it is, as neatly as ] can afcertain, conformable to the 
© Rate of Exchange between that Country and this Prefidency. 

© Having thus, I flatcer myfelf, eftablifhed the Legality of my Claims, to the Sa- 
* tisfaction of your Honourable Board, | cannot but hope that you will be pleafed 
* to furnifh your Refident at the Court of Oude with the geceffary Inftructions 
* for paying off the Balance ds:e to me. 


« Calcutta, ‘ I have the Honour to be, with great Refpect, 
© 27th July 1778. (Signed) ‘J. WEBBER.’ 


© Abilract of the Board’s Refolutions on the Claims of Colonel Goddard and 
«Captain Marlack. 


¢ Major Webber’s Claim on the Nabob confifts of Three Articles. 

ift. * The Price of Horfes provided for his Regiment according to the Con- 
« tract enclofed, at 600 Rupees each, with Intereft thereon ac 12 per Cent, from 
* the Date at which the Amount became due. 

ad. * His Difburfements in providing Accoutrements for his Regiment, with 
‘ Intereft as above, and a Charge of R* 5,796. 6. for Lois of Exchange on Re- 
‘ mittance to and from Calcutta. 

3d. © Difburfements for Horfe Cloathing, &c. with Intereft as above. 


© Colonel Goddard, on his Claim for purchafing Horfes by Contract with the 
‘ Nabob after the fame Rate, the Board refolved that, * he fhould be required 
“to deliver to the Refident at the Nabob’s Court an Account upon Flonour of 
‘¢ the Sums actually difburfed by him for the Purchafe of Horfes procured for 
* his Service, for the Expence of feeding and tranfporting them to Ferruckabad, 
“« with Intereft, Lofs of Exchange, and every other incidental Charge ; that he 
‘© fhould be allowed a Commiffion, to be fixed by the Board, as a full Compen- 
“¢ fation for his Trouble, with Intereft at 19 per Cent. per Annum, gn the whole 
« Amount.” 

‘ Captain Marfack, on his Claim for the Purchafe of Horfes by Contract at 
* the fame Rate, which is particularized in an Account Current with him, figned 
* by the late Refident, the Board agreed, ‘* That the Second Article, being the 
‘* Balance of a former Account of Charges incurred by Captain Marfack for 
‘< raifing and fupporting kis Regiment of Cavalry, — to be allowed, after de- 
‘ ducting the Sum cf 2,838 Rupees; to which the Refident had objected, chat 
‘© being a Charge for Moonfhees, Writers, Peons, &c. employed in the Execu- 
“tion of a Contraét which the Board had formerly declared muft be defrayed 
“¢ by Captain Marfack as Contractor.” 

¢ The 2d and 3d Articles of Major Webber's Claim are exactly fimilar to 
‘ the gd and 4th of Captain Marfack, which the Board admitted with a Premium 


‘ of 16 per Cent, for his Trouble, in Confequence of his folemn Declaration on 
I ‘ Honour, 


« 


L192 | 
© Honour, that the Accoutrements were, bona fide, provided, and t'e Sums chare- 
© ed adually expended. Major Webber fulemnly vers, that his Pills « fir ply 
“. contain his actual Difbur.ements, and that be dves not nor bas not derived 
«any Advantage therefrom,” His Rates differ very Latte fiom Captain Mar- 
“ fack’s,; fome tew Arucles are charged rather higher, but in e nial they ae 
* lower. 

© On Captain Marfack’s Demand the Board further pave it as their Cuinien, 
© That he was entitled to Intereit a¢ 12 per Cent. per Xnnuiason the Aaee ot de 
‘ vanced by him from his own Funds by the Nabob’s Order, and ua Gurnee ene 
© of his exprefs Engagement to allow an Intereft of t per Cent. per Me bes, 

‘« Major Webber has received! One Lack in Part Paynvorof hs Caan © 
“6 Horfes ; and affirms, thac “ Mr. Middleton applied for and obtalied Purcey 
“ for the Difcharge of his Demands, paid him that Sum, and adwied bim thet 
“ the Remainder fhould be liquidated in the Couric of this Yeer—but the Board's 
“ Orders to ftop Payment of the Nabob’s Debts prevented it.” 

« Affignments for the fame had alio been made to Mr. Briflow, the former 
¢ Refident, but as the Collections fell fhort, he applica chem to the Public Ule, 
« and gave Major Webber Credit in his Books. 


© Ordered, That the Accounts inclofed in Major Webber’s Letter be entered 
¢ after the Confultation. 


© The following Minutes were received on the foregoing Papers. 


© The Governor General.—Ic was my Intention that Captain Marfack’s Claims, 
and thofe of every other Perfon, on the Nabob, for the Purchale of Horfes Gy 
© Contract, fhould be fubjeéted to the fame Regulations as were preferibed by the 
‘ Board to Lieutenant Colonel Goddard. 

© The Second Article in Captain Marfack’s Account Current with the Pay- 
© maiter of the Nabob’s Troops, is introduced a$ a Balance of a former Accoune 
* fettled, and was thus admitted without Examination, and ordered by the Board 
‘tt. be difcharged. 1 now find that the Balance includes Captain Marfack’s De- 
¢ mand for the Purchafe of Llorfes on Contract ; and as it has been thus allowed 
© iw him, Lieutenant Colonel Goddard, and Major Webber, are certainly entitled 
¢ to receive theirs, taking it for granted that they have periormed the Conditiois 
¢ agreeable to the Terms of their Contracts. 
* Major Webber’s other Claims, for providing Accoutrements, Horfe Cloath- 
ing, &c. for his Regiment, being of a fimilar Nature to thofe admitted by the 
Board in Captain Marlack’s Accounts, fhould certainly be adjufled on the fame 
Conditions. 


& 


a ww 


a -) 


« (Signed) WARREN ITASTINGS, 


ARD BARWELL, 
IP FRANCIS. 
ARD WHELER, 


ae ae | 


‘Agreed, RICH 
Ll. 
‘FOW 


‘© Mr. Middleton was accordingly wr.tten to in the following Terms, 


¢ Sir, 

© We enclofe Copies of Three Accounts which we have received from Majoi 
Webber, ftating his Demands on the Nubob for the Services and Difburlements 
© therein expieSed. 
© As the Clams of Major Webber are of a Gmuar Nature to thofe of Captain 
Marfack, which in our Letter of the 14th Ultimo we ordered you to recover 
for him, we now direét that they be liquidated in like Manner, and according 
to the Crder in which they accrued, as we have before pretcribed, 
¢ We burther direct, that you obferve this Rule in the Payment of the Anjount 
due to Colonel Goddard for the Purchale of Horles made by him. 

¢ Fort Wilbam, eae ee, 

* ath Augulli77%. 
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“EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 22d October 1778. 


¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
< I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letters of the 14th July and 
rath Ultimo, inclofing Captain Marfack’s and Major Webber’s Accounts Cur- 
rent with his Fxcellency the Vizier, together with other Papers referred to in 
thofe Accounts. Upon Examination of the former Gentleman’s Account Cur- 
rent, I perceive the Vizier is debited with the Amount of a Bill for Saddles 
and Helmets furnifhed his Regiment of Cavalry, amounting to Rupees 
49,972. 14; and another Bill for Body Cloaths and Collars, amounting to 
Rupees 7,569; but, upon Reference to the Bills, I find the Amount of the 
former is only R* 36,083. 9. a1, and of the latter 7,544. Thefé Two Vouchers, 
I apprehend, have been erroneoufly made out, as the Sums charged tn his 
Account Current, under thefe Heads, exactly correfpond with a former Account 
delivered to me by Captain Marfack, as well as with the Bills prelented to me 
by that Gentleman tor Payment, when I acted in the Office in Paymafter Ge- 
neral to the Vizier’s Troops. 
‘© Upon Major Webber’s Account I have no Remarks to make, as they ap- 
pear to have been corre€lly made out; and 1 have therefore only to acquaint 
the Honourable Board, that I fhall ftriétly conform to their Orders in difcharg- 
ing thefe Gentlemen’s Claims upon the Vizier, agreeable to their Priority, from 
the Funds | may be poffeffed of, over and above the full Liquidation of all 
the Company’s Claims. 
* From the Tenor of the Honourable Board’s Refolution, refpecting the Claims 
of Individuals upon the Vizier, 1 am ata Lofs to judge whom, of his private 
Creditors, will come under that Diftintion, and whether it 1s meant to extend 
to one and all of his Creditors, or only to thofe with whom Debts have been 
contracted for tue Public Service. The Form and Spirit of the Affidavit pre- 
{cribed by the Board cannot, I apprehend, be fubfcribed to by many of the 
Claimants; among(t thofe whofe Claims will bear fuch an Atteftation, and 
which have come to iny Knowledge, are thole of Jugal Dofs, and Lieutenant 
M‘Intofh, who really and fpecifically advanced their Momes fot the Public 
Service, ata Time that the Vizier’s Finances were fo low as’to occafion almoft 
a general Mutiny tn his Army, without any fictitious Accumulation or Col- 
lufion, and attended with no Profit or Advantage whatever to them, but the 
legal Intereft of 12 per Cent. per Annum. Colonel Goddard’s, Major Web- 
ber’s, and Captain Marfack’s Demands, have been contraCtedg chiefly by Means 
of Contraéts entered into with his Excellency, from which it is: but reafonable 
to fuppofe fome Advantage muft have arilen to them beyond the Annual In- 
tereft of 12 per Cent. and I therefore do not apprehend their Affidavits can be 
correfpondent with the Form tranfimtted to me by the Board—in Proof of 
which I beg Leave to Jay before you Copy of Colonel Goddard's Affeveration, 
which has been prefented to me by his Attorney, together with his Letter, and 
which is the only one I have yet received. I ain therefore to requeft the 
Honourable Board will be pleafed to favour me with their further Directions 
for my Guidance in the Liquidation of fuch Claims as do not from their Nature 
come under the Spirit of their Refolution. 
‘ Others of his Excellency’s private Debts arife from Goods fold and deli- 
vered to him on Cummiffion, on which Jegal Profits may have accrued inde- 
pendent of Intereft, From thefe Circumftances the Honourable Board will 
perceive that I muft be under fjome Embarraffment how to aét on this Ccca- 
fion; and as ] apprehend they may nor have adverted to the Nature of the 
Majority of the Nabob’s Debts, or have meant only to comprehend particular 
ones, I fhall hope to be favoured with their further Inftru€tions before I make 
any Payments upon that Account. 
* By my former Letters, the Honourable Board will have been acquainted 
that I had only obtained Affignments upon the Vizier’s Revenues for the actual 
Amount of his Debt to the Honourable Company at the Commencement of 
the Year, together with the probable Current Expences of the Year, compre- 
hending Army Subfidy— Arrears to the Nabob’s Troops under Brinhh Officers, 


* and Army Debts—eftimated Expences of the New Brigade, Body Guard, and 


¢ Three 


‘ 
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* Three Battalions to affift m the Collections—-and the Rohilla Stipends ; fince 
which there has been the Monthly Lofs, by Exchange on the Collections, the 
Amount of Arms and Accoutrements fupplied his Excellency, and other Ar- 
ticles of Charge, which have been carried to his Debit, and which, not being 
provided for in this Year’s Affignments, muft now, in Conformity to the Spint 
of the Board’s Inftruétions, contained in their Letter of the 14th of July, be- 
come ‘chargeable upon the Fund of unappropriated Tuncaws : I do not there- 
fore apprehend, after the Whole of thefe Demands are fully liquidated, that 
that there will be any confiderable Balance of that Fund to be diftributed 
among the private Creditors. As the Year is now drawing to a Clofe, I hope 
fhortly to have the Honour of laying before you fuch Accounts as will enable 
yeu to judge what Amount of h's private Debts may be paid from this Fund, 
and to give your Orders with regard to any future Provifion. 


annrenenanean a @ 


¢ I have the Honour to be, &c. 
* Fyzabad, « (Signed) NATH! MIDDLETON, 
14th Sept’ 1778. © Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


* To Nathaniel Middleton, Efq, Refident at the Vizier’s Court, Lucknow. 


© Sir, : 
* In Confequence of public Orders ifued by the Honourable the Governor- 
Genera] and Council to the Army, ] beg Leave to acquaint you, that J have in 
my Pofieffion the following Bonds from his Excellency the Vizier Afuph ul Dow- 
lah to Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Goddard, being for Debts contracted by him 
with that Gentleman, for the Purpofes hereafter mentioned, and in the Order 
of Time in which J have ftated them. 
‘1 Bond, dated the 18th of Ramzaun, Hig. 1190, or November rift. 
‘ 1776, for Principal Sunat Rupees 2,52,000, bearing Intereft at 12 per 
¢ Cent. per Annum, being for the Purchafe of Horfes for the Ufe of the 
‘ Vizier’s Firft Regiment of Cavalry. 
* x Bond dated the ift Shaubun 1 Hig. rigt, or 4th September 1977, 
‘ for Principal Sunat Rupees 43,000, being tor extra Expences incurred by 
‘ him inthe Public Service, when commanding the Vizier’s Troops undet 
© Briuth Officers. 
© T have likewife the Pleafure to lay before you Colonel Goddard’s A fiidavit, 
ferting forth the Nature of thofe Claims he has upon the Vizier; and am to 
requeit you will, in Conformity to the Relolution of the Honourable the Go- 
verner General and Council, be pleafed to order Payment of them, in the Or- 
der and Priority in which they may ftand amongft fuch other Claims of a fimi- 
lar Nature as may be prefented to you againft his Excellency. 


a 7h Fr he 


~ 7 ew a & 


‘ [ have the Honour to be, &c. 


‘ Lucknow, « (Signed ) ‘THOs GRADY, 
‘aft Sept’ 1778, Attorney for Lieut. Col! Thos Goddard. 
A true Copy. 
¢ (Signed) NATH* MIDDLETON, 


‘ Refident at the Vizier’s Cours. 


© Thomas Goddard, Lievtenant Colonel in the Honourable Company’s Service, 
* maketh Oath and faith, that the Money for which he received the Vizier Afuph 
‘ul Dowlah’s Bonds, was expended and difburfed for the Purpofes therein men 
“ tioned, and in Obedience to his Excellency’s pofitive Orders: That thefe ori- 
‘ginal Bonds are now in the Hands of Mr. Grady, his Attorney at Lucknow, 
* together with the Nabob’s Order, tranfmitted through the Refident to him, as 
‘ commanding the Troops ferving under Britifh Officers in the Pay of the Vizier, 
¢ directing him to purchafe a Number of Horfes to compleat the Regiment of 
* Cavalry under Captain Marfack. 


* (Signed ) THOMAS GODDARD. 
Sworn before me, in Camp at 
*« Chatterpore, this 10th Day 
* of Augoft, 1778, «A true Copy. - 
* (Signed) Matiw Leflie. (Signed) NATH! MIDDLETON, 
6 © Refidens at the Vizier’s Court. 


* 4th 


{ ros J 


< t4th September, Refolved, That aft Claims on the Nabob be authenticated 
‘in the Terms and Manner already preicribed in Confuleation 14th July, and 
« that no Diftin€tion whatever be made atnong the Nabob’s Creditors, who hall 
4 {wear to their Claims, except in Favour of Piérity of Date. 

‘ Mr. Francis. 1 think the Preference Should b¢ given to fuch as have ad- 
* vanced Money for the Public Services, fuch 48 the Pay cf the Troops, Purchale 
‘ of Horfes, Accoutremensss &c, or in publi¢ Buildings, before any private 
© Debts whatfoever. 


» 


‘EXTRACT of Letter from the Govertor Gererdl dndCouncil to Mr. 
_” © Middleton, diited : 


* Of the Bills of Captain Miarfack, and the Amount et which they are ftated 
«in his Account Current, the fortner muft be right, becaufe the original Charges 
* were reduced, and the Bills delivered in to us upon Flonour, whereas the Ac- 
* count appears to ftate a Sum which muft have been formed by a Calculation af 
‘ Premium or Intereft upon the original Charge. 

‘ The Affidavit of Colonel Goddard, on which his Attorney founds his Claim 
‘ for the Amount faid to be due to him from the Nabob, being different from 
* the Form by which we direGted that fuch Demands fhould be verified, ic 
* cannot be admitted: All Claims mutt be duthenticated in the Terms and Manner 
* prefcribed by, us in our forme? Orders ; bee will therefore adhere ftridtly to 
* that Rule, making no other Diftinction whatioever among thé Nabob’s Credi- 
* tors, whether public or private, who fhall fwéear to the Amibunt due to them, 
© butin Favour of Priority of Date. 

‘ If the unappropriated Tuncaws which remain in your Poffeffion are infufii- 
‘ cient to difcharge all the Nabob’s private Debts, after having paid off the 
© Whole of the Company's Demands for the current Year, you will obtain further 
* Tuncaws for that Purpofe on the Revenues of the next Year, in Addition to 
‘ thofe which may be required for the Public Service. 


‘EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 12th November 1778. 


© The Board, on recurring to their Orders of the 22d Ultimo to Mr. Middle- 
© ton, re{pecting the Difcharge of the Claims of Individuals on the Nabow of 
* Owde, concetving that it will be impoffible for Colone) Goddard, Major Web. 
* ber, and Captain Marfack, to attcft their Demands in the Terms preferibed 
© by thofe Orders, and that the Board’s Determination on their Accounts, in Con- 
: eee t4th July and 17th Auguft, may therefore be rendered of no 
* Enect, 


£ The following Letter is therefore written to Mr. Middleton. 
Sir, 

* We think that our Orders of the 22d Uli’, refpeéting the Rule to be ob- 

* ferved in the Payment of the Nabob’s private Debts, may be conftrued to af- 
« fe€l the Claims of Colenel Goddard, Major Webber, and Captain M ufack, 
« for their Difburfements on Account of the Public Service, on which we have 
« already paffed a fpecial .Deeifion in our Letters of the 14th of July and 12th 
* Auguft; to prevent any Mittake therefore, we think it neceffary to explain our 
‘© Intention to be, that our-particular DireCtions on the Demands of the{e Gentle- 
‘ men fhould be adhered to, independant of any general Rule Iaid down in 
* our laft Letter of the 2ad Oftober, - : 

« We are, &«. 


4 
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‘EX TRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 28th December 1778. 


‘EXTRACT of Letter from Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, to the 
* Governor General and Council, dated 6th November 1778. 


‘ I have now to fpeak of Army Debts, in which Clafs are comprehended the 
Demands of Lieutenant Colonel Goddard, Major Webber, Captain Marfack, 
Captain Bourke, Lieutenant M‘Intofh, Lieutenant Collins, and Jugul Dols, 
all which are on Account of Monies advanced for his Excellency’s Military 
Service; for the Purchaie of Horfes upon Contract, Charges for maintaining 
and accoutring them, together with Montes lent-for the Payment of his Troops 
acting under Britith Officers: The whole Amount whereof, with Intereft at 12 
per Cent, per Annum, to the End of Bhaudoon 3185, 1s Rupees 12,48,135. 


‘EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the &th March 1779. 
¢ Read a Letter, as follows, from Mr. M‘Latoth. 


¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

© The peculiar Hardthip of my prefent Siruation, I hope, will noe only be 
deemed iufficient Excufe for troubling the Moaourable Board with this Ad- 
drefs, but will alio, I flatter my(elf, intereft them in Behalf of an unfortunate 
Man. 

* In the Month of April 1776, being ftattoned, with the Corps of Cavalry to 
which I was attached, at Ettawa, the Troops under the Command of Britihh 
Officers, with his Excellency the Vizier Afoph ul Dowla, mutinied on Account 
of their not having received their Arrears of Pay for upwards of Three Months, 
One Battalion excepted, then under the Command of Captain Balfour; at that 
critical Juncture, the Vizier’s Treafury being then empry, the Refident at his 
Vxcellency’s Court, Mr. Briftow, made Applications on every Quarter to raife 
Money, nay proffered, in his Excellency’s Name, the enormous Intereft of 
48 per Cent. per Annum, but without Effect; amongft others ] was applied to 
on this Occafion by Mr. Briftow, who urged the great Danger of Captain Bal- 
four’s Battalion taking Example by the reft, and the Neceffity of endeavour- 
ing by fome Means or other to fecure their Fidelity. 

« Having at that Time Letters of Credit on Benares, I negotiated Drafts on that 
Place with the Shroffs at Ettawa, by which Means a conliderable Lofs arofe by 
the Exchange; and, without any Motive whatever, but the Good of the Service, 
advanced the Sum of Eleven thoufand One hundred and Ten Rupees, the 
then Sicca of that Year, to Mr, Briftow, who then promifed to make good any 
Lofs which had been fuftained in negociating my Bills. For che Amount I was 
credited in the Paymafter General’s Books, and the Intercit afterward fettled 
by Mr. Briftow, to run at the Rate of 12 per Centum per Annum; both which 
will fully appear by the accompanying Lecter from Mr. Briflow to me, 
which I now have the Honour to enclofe: Since that Time | have repeat- 
edly demanded Payment, but have never yet received any Part of either Prin- 
cipal or Intereft, The accompanying Afidavic 1 enclofe, in Confirmation 
thereof. Being neceffitated to proceed to Europe this Seafon, I humbly requelt 
the Honourable Board to take my Cafe into their Confideration; when, ] 
doubt not, from the Juftice which is known to be the Guide of all their 
Actions, they will order the Principal and Iutereft of the Vizier’s Debt to me to be 
difcharged, together with the Sum loft by I:xchange, amounting to near Nine 
hundred Rupees (which I will prove, if the Honourable Board chufes it). 
As the Money was lent for Public Service, not for private Benefits, and my De- 
parture for, Europe very near at Fland, I humbly requeit the Honourable Board 
would direét the Amount to be paid in Calcutta, at the lame Rate that the 
Current Specie of Lucknow would produce when affayed in the Mint; and I 
fubmit to the Honourable Board whether or not I am in Jultice intitled to 
Compound Intereft, as the Annual Iniereft was regularly demanded by me, 
though never obtained. 

* Calcutta, I have the Flonour, &c. 
S sft Feb’ 1779. (Signed) ALEX® MCINTCSH, 


[3 K] « Agreed, 
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* Apreed, That the Subject of this Letter be referred to Mr. Middleton, who 
* will guide himielf by our Orders of the 14th July. 

© Ordered, That the Inclofures in Mr. M‘Intoth’s Letter be entered after the 
* Contultation. 


<INCLOS URES itn Mr. M‘Intoth’s Letter. 
¢ To Lieutenant Alexander M‘Intobh. 


© Dear Sir, Lucknow, 8th January 1977. 

* T have received your Letter of 3d Inftant. In Anfwer to the Subject of In- 
* tereft, which you wifh me to claim in your Behalf from the Vizier, I fear it will 
‘ be dangerous and improper to afk more than One per Cent. per Month, the legal 
“ Intereft. It is what I have not done for any Body, and what J was myfelf ac- 
‘ cufed of below, but fortunately without Foundation, or I fhould not have been 
* able to hold my prefent Situation fo long. 

‘ You have Credit for the Money you lent the Vizier in the Paymatter’s Books, 
“ and every Security thae you could wifh, by being a Creditor for Monies ad- 
« vanced on Account the Public Service. I think you need be under no Ap- 
« prehenfions, as you will receive your Money whenever the Arrears to the Army 
* fhall be paid off, which I hope will be foon; in the Interim 12 per Cent. upon 
« good Security is no bad Intereft : I have looked over the Accounts, but I do not 
* obferve any other Sum introduced to your Credit than the Eleven thoufand 
* One hundred and Ten Ettaya. I mention this, becaufe you talk of Money ad- 
* vanced at Ferockabad; pray let me know the Particulars, and I will rectify the 
‘ Books co your Satisfaction. Is it that for which Lieut' Nun has‘applied to 
“ me, as having borrowed upon your joint Credit? The Principal having been 
* repaid by Mr. O’Donnell, the Iatereft is now due you, 


<Tam, &c. 
+ (Signed) J. BRISTOW, 


¢ ‘What you fay about the 500 Rupees is very right, there is no Receipt, and 
* Abdulla Beg, confents to give it up fo tell Captain Webber—O’Donnell will 


‘ re-credit him for it. 
4 (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 


* Dear Sir, 

* T have been favoured with your Letter of the 30th Ultimo, and do readily 
« admit of the Juftnefs of your Pretenfions to a Preference in the Dilcharge of the 
© Debt owing to you by the Vizier; but whilit it is not in my Power juft now to 
‘ provide for more than the Exigencies of the public Military Service, I can- 
* not with Propriety, nor can you reafonably expect I fhould, fhew you a Partia- 
* Jity in this Inftance: I loak upon your Money to be perfectly fecure, and 
* when the State of our Military Fund wall allow of it, you, may depend upon it 
« I hall not forget your Claim. 

‘ ] have again {poken to Colonel Goddard upon the Subjeét of your contingent 
‘ Bills for Stabling, but without Effect; and whilft your Bills remain without the 
“ Sanction of his Signature, it would be highly incompatible with the Duties of 
¢ my Station to difcharge them, it would be equally improper that I fhould ad- 
* drefs the Vizier on the Subject, he having at the Commencement of the Seafon 
© eftablifhed a Fund for the Support of .all Military Charges, agreeable to the 
“ Statements then laid before-him. As you are fo foon to be at Furruckabad, 
« you will have an Opportunity of making a perfonal Application to the Colonel, 
* which probably may operate more favourably upon him than your Solicitations 
© by Letter. 

* I remain, 

« Lucknow, « Your moit obedient humble Servant, 

“ goth June 1777. (Signed) NATH" MIDDLETON. 


9 “Ian 
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¢ In the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, in Bengal, 


¢ Alexander Mé‘Intoth, of Calcutta, Gentleman, maketh Oath, and faith, 
¢ That on or about the Thirtieth Day of April 1776 he lent Mr. John Brii- 
« tow, then Refident at the Court of his Excellency che Vizier Afuph ul Dowla, 
‘the full Sum of Sicca Rupees of the Province of Owd, Eleven thoufand 
One hundredand Ten Rupees (Rs $1,110) being on Account of the Public 
« Service of his Excellency the Vizier Afuph ul Dowla, and for which he was to 
‘ receive Intereft at the Rate of 12 per Cent. per Annum on the faid Sum: Ele 
‘ further maketh Oath, and’ faith, That he had neither received the Principal of 
‘ Eleven thoufand One hundred and Ten Rupees, or any Intereft on that 


« Sum lent. 
« (Signed) ALEX MCINTOSH. 
* Sworn at Calcutta, this Firft Day 


‘ of February 1779, before me. 
(Signed) J. Hyde. 


“EXTRACT of Bengal General Confulations, the 18th February 1779. 


“EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, to the Governor 
* General and Council, dated 13th February 1779. 


©] hall pay due Obcdience to the Honourable Board’s Orders with refpedct 
“to the Liquidation of thofe of the Nabob’s private Debts, which they have 
* been pleafed to admit, and fhall alfo do myfelf the Honour to tranfmit them 
‘ an Account of fuch other private Claims as I am acquainted with, as foon as 
‘ Ican afcertain with fufficient Accuracy the Origin and Nature of each Demand, 
* which, however, I muft beg Leave to obferve, will unavoidably take fome 
‘ Time, as many of them having been incurred in the Life-time of the Jute 
* Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah, and inaccurately brought into the Accounts of 
* the prefent Nabols, it will be neceffary to fearch the Records for many Years 
‘ back, to arrive at fo intimate a Knowledge as the Honourable Board may re- 
* quire fhould precede their Interference in the Recovery of them; I find in the 
¢ prefent Nabob’s Records no other Entry of many private Debts than the fimple 
* Recital of the Amount, Tenor, and Date ot the Bonds or Acknowiede- 
¢ ments which have been given by his Excellency for the Satisfaction and Se- 
* curity of his Creditors, but thefe I imagine comprehend chiefly thole Debts of 
* a very long ftanding, which have been transferred from the Accounts of one 
* Year to another, until the original Record has been dropped, and that it will 
* be practicable to trace them to the particular Tranfaction on which they have 
« arifen; and fuch Debts as have been incurred by the prefent Nabob I believe 
* will be found accurately ftated in his Public Accounts, to which I cannot at 
« prefent obtain the Accefs ] with, owing to the principal Dewan’s Abfence with 
* the Nabob. 


‘EX TRACT Bengal General Confultations, 23d Augult 1779. 
* Read the following Letter from Nathaniel Middleton, Ejquire. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

© A few Days previous to my Departure for the Prefidency, I had the Honour 

* to receive from your Secretary a Letter, containing Copy of an Addrefs from 
* Mr. Alexander McIntofh to the Honourable Board, and fundry other Papers 
* refpectiog that Gentleman’s Claim on the Vizier, in Reply to which (as I per- 
* ceive no Notice has been taken of this Letter in my Abfence) I beg Leave to 
* inform the Board, that Mr. McIntofh’s Claim ts included in the Lift of the 
© Vizier’s Army Debts, and duly brought to his Credit in the Books of the Pay- 
© mafter of his Excellency’s late Eftablifhment, under Britthh Officers, with 
“ thofe of Lieutenant Colonel Goddard, Major Webber, Captain Marfack, and 
‘ others, The Board have been apprized that Affignments on the Nabob’s 
* Revenue were obtained at the Commencement of the current Year, for the 
* Ditcharge 
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¢ Difcharge of this Debt, amounting, with Intereft to that Pericd, to Lucknow 
© S+ R* 12,48,135, and they have been furmifhed with an Account, fpecifying 
‘the Amount of each Perfon’s Claim: My Public Accounts, Monthly trant- 
« mitted, fet forth the Collections which have been made upon thefe Affignments, 
¢ under the Head of ** Unappropriated Tuncaws.” If therefore the Honourable 
¢ Board will be pleafed to refer co their Inflru€tions to me under Date the 
‘ aq4th July, rath Auguft, 22d October, and sath Nove 14758, they will per- 
* ceive that no Payment could as yet have been made to Mr. M‘Intuth without a 
© Breach of their Commands, and an [njuftice to Meffts. Webber and Marfack, 
¢ whofe Claims, by the Tenor and Spirit.of thofe Commands, ftands the Firft 
‘ for Liquication. 

¢ To fave the Honourable Board the Trouble of referring to my former Let- 
© ters on the Subject of the Nabob’s private Debts, I beg Leave to enclofe 
* them an Extract of the General Eftimate tranfmitted them at the Commence- 
© ment of the Year, which fhews the erofs Amount of the Army Debt, with In- 
‘ tereft co Sept’ 1778, and the particular Sum of each Individual’s Claim. This 
© Sum has always been kepe diftinct from the Vizier’s other Debts to Eurcpeans ; 
© for, having been incurred in the Public Service, with the Concurrence and Sanc- 
© tion of the Jate Refident at this Court, it became a Head in the Books he kept 
‘ as Paymailer General of the Vizier’s Troops under Brith Officers, and confe. 
‘ quently confidered and treated as a Public Debr, chargeable on the general 
© Military Fund, and would have been liquidated with the Arrears of the Army, 
‘ had the Affignments proved fufficienc. 

© Ie was for this Sum alone, unconnected with any of the Vizier’s other Debts 
‘ to Individuals, that a Provifion was made in the general Arrangements at the 
© Commencement of the Year. That the Honourable Board however may clearly 
‘ apprehend the Nature of the other Claims, 1 fubmit to their Confideration the 
« moft accurate Lift I have been able to obtain of them, with fuch Explana- 
* tions as have been given me by the Officers of the Nabob’s Government on each 
¢ partitular Claim. 

I have the Honour, &c. 
‘ Lucknow, (Signed) NATH! MIDDLETON, 
‘20th July 1779. Kefident at the Vizier’s Court. 


© Ordered, That the Enclofures in the above Letter be entered after the 
§ Confultation, 


* Refolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Middleton, 


© Sir, ‘ 
‘ We have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letters, dated 6th March, 
«13th and aoth July; with the feveral Papers faid to be inclofed in 


¢ them. 
“ We are, &c, 


¢INCLOSURES in Mr, Middleton’s Letter, dated 2oth July 1779. 





‘ LIST of Claims of Individual Europeans upon his Excellency the Vizier. 


R' A. P. 


* Lieut. Col. Tho, Goddard — -— — 43,000 — — 
* The Amount of a Bond bearing Date 4th of September 
* 1777, for Allowances made to the Colonel during the 
* Period he commanded the Vizier’s Troops under Britifh 
‘ Officers, in lieu of all Contingencies, and a Charge in- 
* curred by building Bungalows at Futtry Ghur, by his Ex- 
‘ cellency’s Authority,——This Debt bears an Intereft of 
« 12 per Cent, per Annum from the Date of the Bond 
4 ‘* Major. 
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‘Major Polier — —e cea 2 io 
- © The Balance of an Account delivered in by the Major, 
‘ arifing from fundry Tranfaétions between him and the 
i * Nabob, in which are comprehended large Commiffions for 
* Army Cloathing, Stores, &c. executed for his Excellency — 
« Arrears of the Major’s own Pay aod Allowances, from the 
* Period of his being employed by the late Nabob Shujah 
‘ ul Dowla, until that of his leaving the prefent Nabob’s 
‘ Court, by Order of the Governor General and Council— 
© and Sums lent by him to his Excellency. 

« There is a Difpute between the Nabob and Major 
¢ Polier, in regard to fome Articles of this Account, but as the 
* Major has produced Receipts and Vouchers for moit of 
¢ che Charges he brings againft his Excellency, I have no 
* Reafon to doubt the Authenticity of the Account. 

¢ The above is only the Principal Sum of Major Polier’s 
¢ Demand; he too, I apprehend, thinks himfelf entitled to 
* the legal Intereft of 12 per Cent. which, asmany of the 
© Tranfactions are of 3, 4, and 5 Years ftanding, muft greatly 
© {well the Balance. 


2761935 2 3 





¢ Capt. James Law -_ ~— — ae 
‘© The Amount Principal of a Bond, bearing Date the 
¢ sft Shauban 1191, or 16 September 1777, for Goods fur- 
¢ nifhed the Nabob on Commiffion. 
¢ This Debt bears an Intereft of 12 per Cent, per Annum, 
¢ from the Date of the Bond. 


83,987 2 — 





* Capt. Robert Brooke — — — 

‘ Amount Principal of a Bond, bearing Date 1{t Shauban 
© 3191, of 16th September 1777, for travelling Charges 
¢ from Calcutta—Pay and Allowances—and fundry Difburfe- 
© ments made by Capt. Brooke on the Nabob’s Account, 
¢ during his Continuance in his Excellency’s Service. 

¢ This Debt bears an Intereit of 12 per Cent. per Annum 
« from the Date of the Bond. 


30,380 — 





¢ Eftate of Capt. Jofeph Bruce — _— 
¢ The Balance of an Acconne Current with the Nabob, 
‘ for raifing and cloathing, accoutring and fupporting a 
‘ Troop of Cavalry ftationed for fome Time with Colonel 
‘ Stibbert at Belgram, and upon his Return to the Prefidency 
* transferred to the Cavalry of the Temporary Brigade, 


39:937 3 9 





£ Capt. Robert Stuart nn = _ 
« Amount of a Claim made upon the Nabob by Caprain 
. © Seewart (to the Truth of which he has delivefed in an 
© Affidavit) for Pay and Allowances made him by his Ex- 
© cellency for the Months of November and December 1774, 
‘ and January,. February, March, and April 177 5==Charge 
~ © of levying a Battalion, furnifhing it with Colours, and fub- 
- € filing it, for the Months of February, = and April 


[3 L ©1775 


60,162 7 9 


4 
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© 197¢—travelling Charges frotn CaleuttaeaContingencies 

= ai Capt. Stuart's Command in Rohilctntdand Money. 

‘lent to Sandie Ally, which the Nabob tHiedé hintlf re. 

¢ fponfible for. 

¢ This Account is made up with che Jefal Interett of 14 

« per Cent, per Annum to the Cotrmiencethent of che Year, 
_© and his Excellency’s Bond paffed for the Amount, 


4 





we 


* Capt. Claud Martin eat a fosach 38,828 — 
‘ The Amount Principal of a Bond dated the tft Shawal 

© 1190, or 13th October 1766, for Goods fuld che Natob. 

‘ —This Debt bedrsan Intereft-of 12 per Cents pet Ahniin 


‘ from the Date of the Bond. 





‘ Capt. John Landeg — — — 55354 8 18 
* The Balance of a Claim upon the Nabob fer Charges 
‘ incurred, repairing Cantonments, and building Artillery 
‘ Sheds, by Colonel Stibbert’s Order, at Belgram, and fome 
‘ other trifling Charges incurred by Capt. Landegs during 
‘ his Command in the Diftrict of Khyrabad. 


© MEr, James Frafer — _— — 2,00,949 == == 
‘ The Amount of Two Bonds for Cloathing provided 
‘and delivered by CommiMfion to the Nabob doon after his 
Acceffion to the Mufnud, by Capt. Conway and Mr. Frafer, 
© and of a Parcel of Elephants purchafed by his Excellency 
« of the latter about Two Years ago, for which he gave his 
‘ Bond. 


‘ 1 Bond dated rft Zecaud r1g0, or 11th 
¢ November 1776, for Cloathing = - 1 580,949 
‘ y Ditto dated 16 Méhurrum 1192, for 
¢ Elephants oe aad 20,000 
_© both bearing Intereft at 12 per Cent. per Annum from 
« the Time of their Date. 





* Mr, Charles Pipon _ — — 4,085,330 13 — 
‘ The Balance of an Account Current adjufted between 
‘ the Nabob and that Gentleman. it wrifes from fome ex- 
© cenfive Money Tranfactrons which Mr, Pipon had with his 
‘ Excellency during the Period he held the Office of Pay- 
* mafter to the sft Brigade: The Claim is admitted by the 
* Nabob, and Mr. Pipon has his Bond for the fame, 





‘ The Eftate of Mr. Edward Lloyd (deceafed) _ m= 10,692 mm met 
* The Amount of a Bond bearing Date the rgth Ramzath 
‘ 1190, for fundry Horfes fupplied che Nabob by the late 
* Mr. Lloyd, as per Receipts.—His Debt bears an Intereft 
* from the Date of the Bond. 
42 © Capt, 
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¥ Capt. Charles Marfack tapers mee wen pare 51517 3 uae ad 
© A Bond bearing Date the gd June 1766, for Sale of a 
* Budgerow, and fundry Goods fupplied by Capt. Marfack, 
© at the Defire of the Nabob,—-This Debt bears an Intereft of 
¢ 32 per Cent, per Ann. from the Date of the Bond. 


GeiRngy cacnsrmmnecrtenseminenamtaenancteabeetien, 


« Toval, exclulive of Interel, Rupees 12,42,729 5 8 


CRED octneetmmeees emememermammnpmene 
Errors excepted. 


«(Signed) NATHt MIDDLETON. 
< Lucknow; Refidenc at che Vizier’s Court! 
* 20th July 1779. 





« EXTRACT of the General Eftimate of the Funds to be required from the Vizier 
¢ Affuf ul Dowla, for the Public Service for the Year 1186, and for the Dil- 
‘ charge of the Army Debts of his Excellency’s late Eftablifhment under Britifh 


© Officers, as tran{mitted to the Honourable Board, under Date the . 6th 
* Nov’ 1778. | 


ARMY DEBTS. 


« Lieut. Col. Goddard em ee = 


ae — ~~! 3:07.552 — — 
: Major Webber one eat oem ead 557 2,867 meng 
* Capt. Marfack —_ wei os —| 1,59,876 — — 
* Capt. Bourke — — ~~ _ —| 27,200 — — 
¢ Lieut, Collins — ~— a om! 1406,140 nm am 
© Lieur. M‘Intofh oars eee! — meee 14,000 ——— ome 
* Jugul Dofs — — _— = —| 60,500 — — 





* A true Extract. 


(Signed) NATHE MIDDLETON, 


¢ Lucknow, Refident at the Vizier’s Court, 
“ 20th July 1779. 


* INFORMATION 
: \ 
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. ¢ (-#) INFORMATION fubmitted to the Honourable Hovfe of Commons, in 
* confequence of their Order, dated Jovis 11° die May 1786. 


© Ordered, 
* That the Direftors of the Eaft India Company do lay before this Houfe a Copy 
© of the Appointment of Lieutenant Charles Marfack to the Office of Surveyor of the 
© Province of Oude.’ 


¢ The Appointment of Lieutenant Marfack to be Surveyor in Oude does not 
‘ appear on the Proceedings of the Bengal Council.” , 





ut 77 noe to the Houfe by Mr. Ramfay, from the Eaft India Company, on the rsth Day of 
ay 1786. 


5 The 
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The Committee was moved, That feveral other Papers might be read. 
And the fame were read accordingly ; and are as follows: 


(©) ° ADVICES and Proceedings relative to a Demand 
‘for Money, made by the Vizier Afoph ul Dowlah on 
‘ Baboo Begum, Widow of the late Sujah Dowlah. 


nr 


EX TRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council 
‘ of Bengal, in their Secret Department, of the 8th of November 1775. 


‘EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to the Governor 
¢ General and Council in Bengal, dated at Fyzabad, the sith 
© October 1775. 


¢ Immediately on the Nabob’s Return from Fyzabad, he ftated his DiftreMfes 
to me, and begged of me to ufe my Endeavours to perfuade the Begum to 
affift him. I wifhed to have declined complying with his Excellency’s Re 
queft, efpecially after he had indire€tly objected to my having any Corret- 
pondence with her; but, being fenfible of his Neceffities, I confented, upon 
the Condition ef his not expecting of me to ufe violent Meafures. I ac- 
cordingly went to Fyzabad, and explained particularly in Writing, to the 
Begum, how impoffible it was for the Nabob to conduct his Government 
without her Affiltance; and likewife infinuated to her, that fhe could not 
complain of him, for he had granted her an additional Jaghire of Four 
Lacks a Year, for the Sums he had already borrowed of her, and treated 
her with great Refpect. I further infinuated to her, that the Treafures fhe 
ease were the Treafures of the State, as fhe had not fucceeded to them 
y any legal Right, and they had been hoarded up to provide againft an 
Emergency: That that Emergency was arrived ; and I recommended it to 
her to fpare his Excellency the Sum of Fifty Lacks, as a Donation, If this 
did not pleafe her, to let the Treafure be divided according to the Laws of 
the Khoran, or elfe grant him a Loan; and that 1 could engage for the Re- 
payment of it. 
‘ After much Perfuafion, the Begum agreed to pay the Nabob Twelve 
Lacks; and this fhe declared was wholly to oblige me, and upon the Con- 
ditions of the Company’s being to fecure her the Poffeffion of her Jaghires 
for Life, and that the Nabob fhould not interfere with her upon any Ac- 
count. I excufed myfelf, becaufe of the Infignificancy of the Sum; but 
offered to comply with her Terms, in cafe of her granting Fifty Lacks. 
This I had Authority for from the Nabob, who, on defiring me to under- 
take the Negociation, repeatedly and earneftly expreffed his Defire not to 
ufe any Violence ; and in order to prove it, he faid he would fubmit to the 
Company's being Mediators of all Differences between him and the Begum; 
but it was hard, when reduced to fuch Diftrefs, that his Mother fhould 
ufelefsly keep up immenfe Treafures. 
¢ On my Return, his Excellency approved of my Conduét, and defired of 
me to write to the Begum very fully, again explaining his Situation to her— 
That I had interfered merely to prevent any Differences or Doubts fubfifting 
between them, which J thought the Part of a mutual Friend—-That I had 
always diffuaded the Nabob from violent Meafures, and would continue my 
Endeavours ; but the Point in queftion was a domeftic Matter, in which I 
could not infift on his Excellency’s following my Advice. 
‘« The Begum, in her Anfwer, complained much of the Adminiftration of 
* Affairs, and told me in plain Terms, that what fhe would do fhould be for 
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( @ ) Read from Appendix, N° 1, to the Tenth Report of the Seleét Committee, appointed to take 
‘into Confideration the State of the Adminiftration of Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
(Oriffa, & c. t 
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© the Sake of the Englifh; and as for the Nabob, fhe would not advance him 
‘a fingle Rupee upon his Word, but fooner throw her Jewels and Money 
« into the River. On my prefenting the Letter to his Excellency, he again 
¢ defired of me to go to Fyzabad; and as there were, great Doubts entertained » 
of the Eunuch employed between the Begum and me not having explained 
my Reprefentations fully to her, but concealed fuch Part as did not conform 
to his Views, the Nabob ordered Sellar Jung and Buffant Ally Cawn to go 
to Fyzabad alfo, and follow Murtehzeh Cawn’s and my Advice, in making 
any additional Reprefentations which might be found neceffary, It is gene- 
rally believed the Begum has Four Crores in her Poffeffion; but I fancy I 
may venture to fay fhe has One Crore and Seventy Lacks. Confidering this 
immenfe Sum, I hope, now we are all here, and when Circumftances are 
impartially ftated, that fhe will yield to our Perfuafions, 


vw 
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(#) ‘EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 8th November 
: 1775: 


¢ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the 
© Members of the Honourable Supreme Council, at Fort William. 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
¢ Since my laft, of the 11th Inftant, Ihave received the Honourable Board's 

‘ Letter of the 2gth Ultimo. 

« T have already fully explained to the Honourable Board the Part I took 
in the Negociation between the Nabob and the Begum. My Reprefenta- 
tions, fince my Arrival this laft Time, have tended to prove to her Excel- 
lency, that the Nabob’s Situation was defperate, and fhe might have deter- 
mined on what rafh Refolutions fhe niealed in her own Mind, ftill it was 
now a QueftionWhether the Nabob fhould feize his Right, or fuffer a 
Lack of Souls to perifh, and the Sovereignty of thefe Soubalts, now in the 
Fourth Generation, to be transferred to another Family ? I afterwards ufed 
many mild Arguments. I alfo met Sellar Jung, Myrza Ally, and Mur- 
tehzeh Cawn, and we confulted together; and after many Meffages to the 
Begum, and many Alternatives propofed by both Parties, Thirty Lacks were 
confented to: Iam fure I could have obtained Fifty, the Sum I afked, 
if Murtehzeh Cawn had not been impatient to return, and unguardedly 
mentioned, that the Nabob would be fatisfied with Thirty. When I pref- 
fed him to adhere to our firft Requeft, he feemed to be apprehenfive of the 
Begum’s Temper hurrying her into fome violent Act, difgraceful to the 
Nabob’s Government; and as the bare Probability of forcing hér to Ex- 
tremities was enough to deter me from afking ever fo fmall a Sum, IJ at 
once gave up the Point. 

‘ The Begum not only grants the Nabob this Sum, but gévé ep to him 
Twenty-fix Lacks, for the Re-payment of which fhe had Sectrity in Land. 
In lieu of this, fhe afked of the Nabob never to interfere with her again 
upon any Pretence whatfoever ; and, for her entire Satisfaction, fhe infifted 
on having the Company the Guarantees of a Treaty to be entered into be- 
twixt her and the Nabob, and that I, likewife, fhould execute another, 
directly with her, on the Part of the Company; with which having com- 
plied, I have the Honour to enclofe Copies of both Treaties, N° 1 and 2. 

© I now fubmit my Conduct in this Negociation to the Confideration of the 
Honourable Board. It is Neceffity alone which has obliged me to act the 
Part I have done; for without the Company, as Guarantees of the Treaty, 
the Begum would not have given a fingle Cowry. The Nabob, ‘wholly of 
himfelf, afked me to interfere, contrary to my Inclination ; and I therefore 
hope the Honourable Board will approve of my Conduét, efpecially as it 
was the only Mcans of realizing a confiderable Sum at this peels 
* Half of the Moncy procured from the Begum is to be paid to the Com- 
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¢ pany, which, with Five Lacks now receiving, making all together Twenty 
© Lacks, is a confiderable Sum in the prefent State of the Nabob’s Af- 
« fairs. 

* [ have written Powers, and the Teftimony of the Perfons concerned in 
¢ this Negociation, of my having had the Nabob’s San@ion. However, I 
* think it neceffary to provide againft any future Doubts, and fhall therefore 
< forward the Honourable Board a Treaty on the Part of the Nabob, with 
' © the Company, acceding to the Terms with the Begum, which the Minifter 
© promifes to get executed with all Expedition. The Begum having at firft 
“« inferted the Word « Heirs,” we had very near broke off the Negociation ; 
¢ for I pofitively refufed, and told her Excellency the Company were in Al- 
* liance with the Nabob Auffuf ul Dowla alone, and, during his Life, knew 
« of no Heirs, or any other Sovereign in this Country. 

©‘ I have the Honour to be, &c. 
‘ (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
¢ Fyzabad, ° ‘ Refident at che Court 

« the 16th October 1775. ¢ of the Nabob of Owd.’ 





(*) * To Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Owde. 
¢ Sir, ; 

© We have received your Letters of the 11th, 16th, 20th, and 26th October. 

¢ We think that the Circumftances of the Nabob’s Affairs, and the un- 
* favourable Difpofition which his Mother the Begum fhewed towards him, 
‘ made it neceffary for you to comply with his Requeft, for affording your 
‘ Affiftance to perfuade her to fupply him with a Sum of Moncy; and we 
‘ therefore approve and confirm your Guarantee of the Treaty which has 
‘ been entered into between them.’ 





($) «EX TRACT of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 20th No- 
; « vember 1775. 


¢ The Nabob’s Mother, Baboo Begum, retaining Poffeffion of all the late 
< Vizier’s Treafure, to a very confiderable Amount, the Nabob, when he 
© found all his other Means were exhaufted, had Recourfe to her for a pecu- 
‘ niary Aid; but fhe was immoveable on his firft Applications: He at Length 
© found it neceffary to prefs Mr. Briftow to ufe the Influence of his Media- 
© tion, which, after fome Solicitation, he complied with. By the Affiftance 
© of many of the Nabob’s Friends, and the moft earneft Entreaties to the 
‘ Begum, they prevailed on her to give the Nabob Thirty Lacks in Ready 
‘ Money, and a Releafe for a Sum of 26 Lacks, which fhe had formerly 
© lent him; but her Conditions were politive, that he fhould enter into a 
¢ Treaty with her, under the Ratification of the Company, never to moleft 
¢ her more with Demands for Money. As fhe would not grant the prefent 
© Relief on any other Terms, the Nabob figned the Treaty, and Mr. Briftow 
¢ ratified it; which Ratification, as the Urgency of the Cafe rendered necef- 
© fary, we have approved. The Company were to receive 15 Lacks of this 
¢« Sum; which, together with 5 Lacks before in Courfe of Payment, we ex- 
© pect Mr. Briftow will fhortly difpatch to us.’ 





(* ) Read from the fame Appendix. 
(I) Read from the fame Appendix. 
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(@) «EXT RACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the artt December 
1775: , 
‘ The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from 
* Bow Begum, Mother of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, received by her Ser- 
vant Coja Shagoon Ally Cawn. Mg 


~ 


‘From the Baboo Begham, Mother of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla: 
‘ Received the 2oth December 1975, 


© A Jong Space of Time has elapfed fince I have had the Pleafure of a Let- 
ter from you, during which ] have been continually on the Rack of Expec- 
tation. 1 formerly fent you a Letter expreffive of my Friendthip, through 
the Channel of Mr. Briftow, to which I have not yet been favoured with 
an Anfwer: I do not impute this-to Unkindnefs, but fuppofe that you 
never received that Letter. How fhall I reprefent you my diftrefsful Sirua- 
tion! My Grief is without Bounds, and my Life a Burthen tome, Since 
the Deceafe of the late bleffed Nabob, I have bid adieu to all worldly Af- 
fairs, and with a broken Heart given myfelf up to Sorrow. I cannot bear 
the Reflection of my own melancholy Situation—how can 1 reprefent it to 
others ? My wounded Heart is inade to bleed afrefh every Inftant, and For- 
tune feems to take Delight in tormenting me. 
« As my Son the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla is entirely unexperienced in the 
Affairs of the World, and ignorant of what .is good or bad, Myrtezza Cawn 
has taken Advantage of his Inexperience, and turned his Thoughts to fri- 
volous Amvufements, and has taken on himfelf the entire Management of all 
the Affairs of the Government, appointing his Brethren Foujedars in all the 
different Soubahs. My Son the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah took from me, 
the Firft Time, Thirteen Lacks of Rupees for the Difcharge of the Dues to 
the Knglith Chiefs, giving me a written ear ee to repay this Sum in 
the Space of a Month. The Second Time he fent Salar Jung and Murtezza 
Cawn to me with a Meffage, importing, that he was in Want of Money to 
difcharge his Debts to the Englith Chiefs. I then delivered Seven Lacks 
of Rupees, with Jewels. The Third Time he came to me himfelf, and in- 
formed me of the Importunity of the Englith Chiefs. Though I was con- 
vinced that this was a Leifon taught him by Murtezza Cawn, I neverthelefs 
delivered him Six Lacks of Rupees in Specie, together with Jewels. He 
gave me a written Engagement, and promifed on Oath, that all thefe Sums 
fhould be repaid me. Some Time afterwards my Son fent Mr. Briftow to 
me for further Sums. Mr. Briftow wrote me many Letters, defiring that I 
would furnifh Money, or the Nabob’s Affairs would be ruined. After a 
long Correfpondence, Mr. Briftow went to the Nabob, and foon pfeerwards 
came to my Houfe, accompanied by Sallar Jung and Murtezza @awn, and 
fent a Meffage to ine, that if I would furnifh the Sums wanted quietly, jit 
was well; if not, he would withhold Provifiots from me, and take the’ 
Money ; that he would even beat my People, and fend Men into my Houfe- 
to plunder whatever they found there. I returned for Anf{wer, ‘* Do what- 
“ ever isin your Power.” As Mr. Briftow was concerned in this Affair, ic 
« was at laft fettled by an Agreement under that Gentleman’s Seal, on the 
¢ Payment of the Sum of Thirty Lacks of Rupees : Out of thefe Thirty Lacks 
« it was agreed that Eleven Lacks fhould be in Goods, Elephants, and Camels, 
‘ and the Remainder in Specie and Jewels. I affented, concluding that, as 
« Mr. Briftow was a Party in the Affair, it would be conducted ia a proper 
¢ Manner; but they valued the Goods which they took at a Fourth Part of 
¢ their intrinfic Worth—-low then could I make good the Sum ? The Amount 
‘ of the feveral Sums taken from m= by the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, in 
‘© Specie, Jewels, and Goods, is Fifty-fix Lacks of Rupees. 

‘ He formerly gave into mv Pofteftion, for the Difcharge of the Monies 
« due to me, the-Mahals of Ackberpore, &c. but aftet a few Days took them 
¢ from me again. ns 

© My Son and Murtezza Cawn fent me Word,.that I had written to, and 
* received many Letters from, Mr. Haftings; that 1 now faw of what Effect 
* they were=-fuch ironical Anfwers did they fand me. I did fome Time ago 
‘“ write you a Letter, but mentioned therein nothing to the Difadvantage of 
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¢ my Son-—this you well know. Let me have a Letter in Anfwer from you, 
‘ and write to the Englith Chiefs to afford me their Affiftance and Support, 
¢ and communicate to me the Subftance of fuch Letters, that I may apply to 
© them in Confequence. 

© Murtezza Cawn is ftriving with all his Might for the Ruin of-this ancient 
¢ Family, which he wifhes utterly to deftroy. If it is your Pleafure that the 
¢ Mother of the late bleffed Nabob, myfelf, and his other Women, and Infant 
« Children, fhould be reduced to a State of Difhonour and J)iftrefs, we mutt 
¢ fubmit; but if, on the contrary, you call to Mind the Friendthip of the late 
 bleffed Nabob, you will exert yourfelf fo effectually in Favour of us, who are 
« helplefs, as to remove Murtezza Cawn, He is the Author of all the F.vil. 
‘J have no Difpleafure againft the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla—lIct him be 
© Mafter of his own Affairs. If you do not approve of my remaining at 
© Fyzabad, fend a Perfon here in your Name, to remove the Mother of the 
© late Nabob, myfelf, and about Two thoufand other Women and Children 
© of the faid bleffed Nabob’s, together with the Women of the Nabob Burhan 
© ul Mulck, and thofe of Sufdar Jung, from this City, that we may refide 
* with Honour and Reputation in fome other Place—we cannot even exift 
« here., Whatever Remedy occurs to your Wifdoin, let it be applied without 
‘ Delay, for we are now brought to the very Brink of Difhonour. In the 
© Nabob’s Life-time he was poficffed of no more than the fingle Soubah, and 
« the Dues to the Englifh Chiefs were paid out of the Revenues of it, as alfo 
« the Expences of his Army, and his own. At prefent, that the Soubah 1s in- 
© creafed to Three Times its former Extent, what becomes of the Revenue ? 
* No one thinks of making this Enquiry ; but Sums are continually taken from 
«us helplefs Women. Murtezza Cawn poffeffes the fole Authority in the 
« Nabob’s Family, and his Brethren are Fougedars over all the Provinces, the 
« Revenues of which they embezzle and diffipate. 

‘ Murtezza Cawn and Mr. Briftow, as foon as they had taken the 30 Jacks 
* of Rupees from me, went to Lucknow, from whence Murtezza Cawn fent 
¢ Word, that my People were not to be admitted into the Kellah; in confe- 
< quence of which they have been prohibited going there, nor are any of my 
* Things fuffered to be brought out. Murtezza Cawn has alfo fent Word, 
« that the Things which his People took from me are the Property of the 
« Sirkar; that they muft not be confidered as Part of the 30 Lacks of 
<« Rupees, but fent to the Nabob.—A Guard has been placed on my 
< Goods. 

‘TY one Day fent fome Copper Furniture to be fold in the Buzzar, but the 
« Guard would not fuffer them to pafs. J fay frequently, Take the Copper 
© Utenfils at their Value, as a Part of the Eleven Lacks of Rupees, but no 
* one will attend to me: In a Word, I am reduced to the moft aftonifhing 
‘ Diftrefs. For the Sake of God, and of your Prophet, relieve me from my 
© Misfortunes. It is written in the Coulnama, “I have taken 56 Lacks of 
«« Rupees, on Account of my Inheritance.” I fent Word, that others had a 
© Right to Part of the Inheritance. Murtezza Cawn replied, I have taken the 
« Inheritance of all.—I have now given you a Detail of every Circumftance. 
‘ I fend to your Prefence Mahomed Shagoon Ally Cawn, an Eunuch, who is 
< sary of my Confidence. Foy further Particulars I muft refer you 
< to him. 

© J inclofe for your Infpection Copies of the Coulnamas in my Poffeffion, 
* under the Seals of Mr. Briftow, the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, and Murtezza 
* Cawn. 

‘ IT went to the Nabob, when the Hour of his Death approached, and afked 
«him to whofe Charge he left me? He replied, Apply to Mr. Haflings 
‘ whenever you have Occafion for AfMfiftance ; he will befriend you when I am 
© no more, and will comply with whatever you may defire of him. The Re- 
© collection of the long Friendfhip which jubfifted between you has induced 
‘ me to write you fo particularly. 

© Inthe Coulnama given by Mr. Briflow and the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, 
‘ it is written, that it is agreed rg L.acks of Rupees out of the jo fhall be in 
« Specie, and 11 Lacks in Goods, Elephants, and Camels. I accordingly paid 
© the 19 Lacks in Specie and Jewels; and with refpect to the Goods, Ele- 
‘ phants, and Camels, which | delivered on Account of the 11 Lacks of Ru- 
« pees, the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah and Murtezza Cawn have fent Word 
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¢ that they are the Property of the Sirkar, and will not be allowed as a Part of 
«the rr Lacks of Rupees. I wrote a full Account of thefe Circumftances 
‘to Mr. Briftow; who returned me for Anfwer, at the Defire of Murtezza 
‘ Cawn, that thofe Goods, Elephants, and Camels, are the Property of the 
¢ Sirkar. Treturned an Anfwer to Mr. Briftow, in which I faid, From whence 
© fhould I procure them? all that I poffefs is by the Bounty of the late bleffed 
¢ Nabob: Nobody will] pay Attention to this, but they are bent at all Events 
‘ to difhonour me; they have again fent People to difgrace and force Money 
‘© from me. I have all along placed my Reliance on you. Should the An- 
‘ iwer to this Letter be delayed, my Affairs will be ruined; and I fhall fuffer 
‘¢ the greateft Difgrace: Let me be fpeedily favoured with a fatisfaétory An- 
‘ fwer, for which I am very anxious. The Affair before mentioned was 
¢ fettled on Condition of my paying 30 Lacks of Rupees: I accordingly paid 
‘ 1g Lacks in Specie and Jewels, and gave Goods, Elephants, and Camels 
‘to the Value of 11 Lacks. When an Account of the Price of the feveral 
© Goods was making, Murtezza Cawn fent Word to have them brought without 
© Valuation, which was accordingly done: I fent Ward of this to Mr. Briftow, 
‘ faying, ‘‘ Is this the Method of obferving Engagements?” He replied, «I 
“¢ am told by the Nabob and others, that the Goods you have delivered are 
«the Property of the Sirkar.” No one will pay any Attention to what I fay. 
¢ Afoph ul Dowla and Murtezza Cawn have again fent People to me to de- 
‘mand 11 Lacks of Rupees—where fhall I procure this Money? I am op- 
¢ preffed beyond Meafure. Favour me with a Letter to Mr. Briftow to the 
« following Purport, that one Company may be ftationed asa Guard at my 
‘ Houfe to prevent my being oppreffed ; write alfo to the Englifh Chiefs 
‘ here, that whenever I have a Mind I may begin my Journey to Kerbelah, 
‘¢ and that no Once isto obftruct or hinder me. When I am delivered from 
© the Burthen of thefe Misfortunes, I will proceed to you. Should J be tired 
‘ with remaining here, I will go to Benares or Arzemabad (Patna) and ftay 
‘ there for fome Time, or will proceed to you: Be fo kind as to write on this 
© Subject to the Englith Chiefs here, and direct, that whenever I chufe to fet 
‘ off for Benares or Azimmabad, they are to fupply me with an Efcort to 
« conduct me thither in Safety. The late bleffed Nabob called you his Bro- 
‘ ther and mine too. Exert yourfelf fo effectually in Favour of us helplefs 
‘© Women, that Murtezza Cawn may be difplaced, and Mahomed Elich Cawn 
‘ and Mahomed Bufheer Cawn be reftored to the Offices they held in this 
‘ Soubah in the Life-time of the late bleffed Nabob, by them the Revenues 
« will be colle&ed ; and whatever Sums are due to the Englhifh Chiefs, I will 
‘ caufe to be paid out of the Revenues: This I will ftri@tly perform. 1 am 
‘ induced to reprefent all thefe Matters to you, folely from my Regard to 
© the Profperity of this Family. Do you actin fuch a Manner as to fecure the 
¢ Profperity of this Family, by which your Name will be tranfmitted with 
‘ Honour to the lateft Pofterity, for having preferved your Friendthip to 
« the late Nabob beyond the Grave. Murtezza Cawn 1s fo far from wifhing 
‘ well to this Family, that he is defirous of its Deftruction, that he may raife 
‘ himfelf on its Ruin: He is in Fact at prefent poffeffed of abfolute Do- 
¢ minion. 
¢ You have doubelefs learnt the Tranfactions of this Part from the News- 
‘ papers. I have written nothing but the Truth: For the reft, you are the 
‘ Mafter, to at as you think moft proper. Favour me with an immediate 
“ Anfwer to this Letter.’ 





(@) ‘EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 18th December 1775. 


“EXTR ACT of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to the Governor General and 
‘ Council of Bengal ; dated Mindeghaut, goth November 1775. 


‘ Refpecting the Treaty with the Begum, I have had many Letters from 
€ her, complaining of its not being abided by, and that the Nabob does her 
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¢ préat Injuftice in difputing her Right to Effe€s which the wants to deliver 
* to him; but he afferts them to be his Property, as they were under the 
« Charge of his Confuma, and only depofited in One of the Buildings adjoin- 
* ing to the Begum’s Palace. He fays, he acknowledges her Right to any 
* Thing in Truft with her own Servants; but all other Effects belong to him. 
* I have hitherto been unable to fatisfy the Nabob or the Begum; but as the 
‘ Treaty cannot be in Force without the Begum pays the ftipulated Sum, I 
* informed her of this Circumftance, and fhall advife her, in a Letter I pur- 
€ pofe writing her To-night, to compleat her Engagements to the Nabob, all 
© to the Value of the Effects in Difpute, the Right to which may be hereafter 
© fettled ; and as they only amount to about [wo Lacks and a Half of Ru- 
€ pees, it is not eur Object to ftop her fulfilling her Agreements in other Re- 
« fpects. I find it a difficult Point to pleafe the Begum ; for fhe has, through 
* the Whole of this Negociation, afferted that fhe placed entire Confidence in 
« the Englifh, by whom alone fhe was induced to promife the Thirty Lacks 
© of Rupees; and now fhe thinks herfelf ill treated in having the Identity of 
« ber Property difputed. She alfo complains heavily of the Troops left to 
aeard the ‘Town, putting Reftrictions upan her Scrvants, and prohibiting 
gem from the fame Liberty as the other Inhabitants. I interceded with his 

ayexcellency to forbid any Violence fiom being ufed to her, or any of her 
/*’ Dependants; and he accordingly iffued Orders to this Purport. In regard 
* to the Difpute about the Effects, I muft enquire more particularly, as his 

vif © Excellency’s Officers may be in the Wrong, but 1 know alfo, by the Beha- 
* viour of the Begum’s Eunuchs and Servants while I was at I‘yzabad, that 


, . : : : 
&  « they were inclined to procraftinate the Payment upon any frivolous Pre- 
“ tence that occurred.’ 










(x) “EX TRACT of Bengal Secret Confulrations, the 3d January 1776. 


* Re-confidered the Letter from Bow Begum, Mother of the Nabob Afoph 
ul Dowlah, recorded in Council, taken the 21ft of laft Month. 

* This Letter having been circulated with the following Note, the Opinions 
“ entered after the Note were returned. 


&% 


* The Governor General requefts, that the Members of the Board will Lz 
pleafed to confider this Letter, and to deliver their Sentiments upon it, to 
enable him to write an Anfwer; the Perfon who brought it being very + n- 
patient to obtain Onc, and having refufed a Houfe which the Governor ! 
offered him to live in, preferring to remain in his Budjerow, that he righ: 
be in Readinefs to return with the Anfwer. 

* (Signed) J P. AURIOL, 5°’. 
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¢ I fhould be glad to know the Governor General’s Sentiments on it. 
* (Signed) JOHN CLAVERIN::, 
‘GEORGE MONSO:®., 
he ©P. FRANCIS. 

« I fhould have been better pleafed on fuch a Subject to have concurred +. 
the Refolution which the other Members of the Board might have thought 
it proper to pafs, in confequence of the prefent Remonftrance, than to offer 
my feparate Opinion upon it, in the Uncertainty whether it would Le 
adopted. All my prefent With is, that the Orders of the Board may be fuc!: 
as may obviate or remove the Difcredit which the Englifh Name may fuf:, 
‘ by the Exercife, or even the public Appearance of Oppreffion, on a TPeiton 
* of the Beghum’s Rank, Character, and Sex. Had the Nabob chofen to 
© have made Ufe of the Means with which his own Power alone fupplied hin, 
* to exact Money from the Beghum his Mother, this Government would have 
* wanted a Pretext to interfere in her Behalf; but as the Reprefentative ot 
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our Government has become an Agent in this Bufinefs, and has pledged the 
Honour and Faith of the Company for the punétual Obfervance of the Con- 
ditions under which it was concluded, we have a Right to interfere, and 
Juftice demands it, if it fhall appear that thefe Engagements have been vio- 
Jated, and an Injury offered to the Beghum under the Cover of the Authority 
by which they were contracted. 
‘ J am therefore of Opinion, and I recommend that a Letter be written by 
the Board to Mr. Briftow, commanding him to remontftrate to the Nabob 
againft the Scizure of the Goods as his own original Property, which he 
received from his Mother in Payment of the Eleven Lacks ftipulated to be 
fo made: To infift on the Nabob’s receiving them in Payment; and that 
he cither admit of the Valuation which fhe has put upon them, or that he 
allow them to be appraifed by Perfons appointed for that Purpofe by both 
Parties. And that Mr. Briftow be further ordered to requeft, and, if ne- 
ceffary, to infift, in the Name of this Government, that the Nabob do grant 
Permiffion to the Beghum to repair to, and refide within, any Part which 
fhe may chufe of the Company’s Territories. 
‘ If the Propofitions are approved, it will be neceffary to give other Orders 
for thee Accommodation of the Beghum in any Place which he may chufe 
for her future Refidence; and thefe may be conveyed in the Name of the 
Board, by Mr. Briftow, cither to Mr. Francis Fowke, or to thy Chief of 
Patna, as it would be improper to notify to either the Intentidns of the 
Board, on a Point of fuch Delicacy, until ic was finally determined. \, 
\ 
¢ (Signed) ‘WARREN HASTINGS, 


© T think the Nabob fhould be informed of the Reprefentation which the 
Beghum has made to this Government, and a Copy of her Letter fent to 
him. J] join with the Governor General in thinking that the Goods which 
the Beghum has delivered fhould be appraifed, and whatever their Va- 
Jue may appear to be, under Eleven F.acks, which the Beghum engaged to 
pay, fhe ought to be made acquainted with the Difference ; for it was on 
the full Accomplifhment of her Promife that Mr. Briftow’s Guarantee was 
to have its KAect. Provided that the Beghum be defirous of withdrawing 
her Perfon within thefe Provinces, and the Nabob do confent to it, I think 
every Affurance of Protection fhould be granted to her, and a proper Place 
provided for her Refidence; but I cannot confent that the Company’s 
Authority fhould be ernployed in placing both Elich Cawn and Butheer 
Cawn in their former Offices, agreeably to the Beghum’s Requeft ; becaufe 
the Nabob, confidering them as his mortal Enemies, would never be pre- 
vailed on to acquicice in their Return, from the Certainty that his Removal 
from the Mufnud, and probably his Death, would be the certain Confe- 

quence of fuch an Event. 


« (Signed) ‘JOHN CLAVERING. 


© The Beghum’s Letter fhould be fent to the Nabob and Mr. Briftow, as it 
contains a Charge againft them, and a Breach of Bath in this Government, 
in the Conduct of the Refident, which it will be ncggffary for him to obviate. 
She fhould be informed of the Sums of Money the late Nabob owed this 
Government by Treaty, for Services performed, and which were not liqui- 
dated at his Death; that fhe received the Advantages of the Rohillah Con- 
que(t, the Plunder of thofe Countries being depofited with her; as fhe fuc- 
ceeded, therefore, to all the Nabob’s Wealth, it is juft fhe fhould difcharge 
the Demands due for thofe Services by which fhe is the principal Gainer. 

‘ The Vizier’s Eflate has not been divided according to the ufual Cuftom 
of Mahomedan Princes. The prefent Difpute turns upon the Value of 
Goods, Elephants, and Camels: I do not conceive, according to ftridt 
Juftice, thele Effects to be’ the Beghum’s Property, as I underftand Women 
can only claim a Right to what is within the Zenana; but if it be a Con- 
dition made by the Nabob with his Mother, that he fhould take thefe 
Things in Part of Payment of the ‘Thirty Lacks, the Value of them fiuld 
be afcertained by Arbitration, if 
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es if the Beghum has an Inclination to retire within thefe Provinces, fhe 
‘+ © play be received, the Nabob’s Confent being obtained, and it being under- 
¢ ftood that fhe is not to expect any Suppory, from Government. We have no 
¢ Right to infift that the Nabob thould reftore Elich Cawn and Bufheer Cawa : 
¢ Such an Application frorn us would be juftly offenfive to him. 
© (Signed) GEO. MONSON, 


¢ The Board haye already approved of Mr. Briftow’s Conduct in negociating the 
© late Agreement.between the Beghum and the Nabab, Until thehas fulfilled her 
¢ Part of it, the has no Claim to the Company’s Protecyon. Before we deter- 
¢ mine whether the has been ill-treated or not, we ought to hear the Nabob’s Re- 
¢ ply to the Charges contained in her Letter, for this Purpofe ; and that he may 
< Ee able to judge from whofe Advice they originate, a Copy of it fhould be 
© communicated tohim. With refpect to the Property of the Effects in Queftion, 
¢ IJ am inclined to think, with Colonel Monfon, that Women can claim a Right 
© only to what is within the Zenana, The Property being determined, the 
‘ Value, if difputed, may be fettled by Arbitration or public Sale. I cannot 
neeive that fhe has the Icaft Right to interfere in the Nabob's Govern- 
ent; in a Country where Women are not allowed a free Agency tn the 
moft trifling domeftic Affairs, it feems extraordinary that this Lady fhould 
‘ prefume to talk of appointing Minifters, and governing Kingdoms. Upon 
« the Whole, I look upon the Letter before us not as of her writing, who 
( © probably cannot read, but as the Compofition of fome of her Servants, per- 
¢ haps of the Eunnch who brings it. With refpect to receiving her into the 
¢ Provinces, I fhall have no Objection to it, provided fhe can obtain the 
* Nabob’s Confent ; without that fhe can have no Right to remove the im- 

* menfe Wealth fhe poffeffes, or even her own Perfon, out of his Dominions. 

© (Signed) Pp FRANCIS. 










£ 
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{@) ‘ EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confulcations, the 25th January 1776. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and 
¢ Council, &c, 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

‘ The repeated Applications I réteived from the Begum, of the I!l-treat- 
< ment fhe meets with, induce me to trouble the Honourable Board on this 
‘ very difagreeable Subject. I find all my Endeavours to reconcile her and 
« the Nabob in vain; but as the Facts have happened, fo fhall I ftate them, 
« and intreat the particular Inftructions of the Honourable Board. 


‘ The Heads of the Begum’s Complaints are as'follow : 


© Article 1ft, That the Nabob’s Agents at Fyzabad treat her Servants in a 
© Manner unbecoming her Rank agd Character, fo that they have not the 
‘ fame Liberty as the other Inhabitants of the Place. 
* ad. That Murteza Khan, when at Fyzabad, threatened to prevent her 
: 3, © Servants from bringing the Neceffaries of Life into the Zenana, and did 
i av © agtually, by having a Number of Milicary with him when he waited upon 
> © her, terrify her, and fend her a Meffage, that he would order Sepoys to force 
* Money from her if the did not willingly give it. 
:‘# gd. That the Nabob encourages his Agents to make Difficulties about 
* the Receipt of Goods in Pate Payment of the ftipulated Sum, by objecting 
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to the Identity of her Property, and claiming Effects as ‘his Excellency’s, 
which belong to her. 

‘ath, That the Matters relative to her Treaty with the Nabob I have not 
backed her Application in the Stile J ought to have done; as the Induce- 
ment fhe had for flipulating to pay any Sum of Money was the Confidence 
fhe placed in the Company’s Guarantee of the Treaty, and the Juftice fhe 
expected to have rendered to her on all Occafions. She therefore makes 
the Company Principals in the Violences committed again{t her. 


¢ Moft of thefe Heads I have already troubled the Honourable Board with 
inmy Avddrcfs of the 3oth November. 

The Violences complained of in the firft Article, I really, from the Evi- 
dence of any Individuals I ever met with, do not underftand to have been 
committed. I before informed the Honourable Board that I obtained pofi- 
tive Orders from the Nabob not to have any Difrefpect fhewn to the Beghum 
or her Servants ; and, indeed, it is improbable any Thing of the Kind could 
have happened, for Mirza Ally Cawn, and Seller Jun, « r Brother, were 
both at l’yzabad a long Time after Murteza Cawn and Itgii.i , and were the 
Governors of the Town. They are under many Obligatic#s®, the Beghum, 
and pay more Attention to her than to the Nabob himtlt: , Sellar Jung 
himfelf, in particular, always backed her Affertions relative to tis: Poverty, 
and even with Difficulty perfuaded to undertake Negotiation; ami.snrough- 
out the Whole of it did not promote the Nabob’s Intereft fo tt) as he 
might have done. Tle joined the Nabob fince we left Lucknow; b. “ Mirza 
Ally ftill remains with the Charge of Fyzabad. In making this Co.',)'. int 
the Beghum forgets the improper Conduct of her own Servants, wlio have 
hitherto preferved a total Independence of the Nabob’s Authority, beat the 
Officers of his Government, and refufed Obedience to his Perwannahs. 

‘J humbly conceive the Second Article to be erroneous alfo, for on the 
Firfl Vifit to the Begum, Mirza Ally, Sellar Jung, Murteza Cawn, and I 
went together. Sellar Jung had Two Companies of Sepoys as his Guard, 
being the Numbers he generally appears abroad with; and for the Reafons 
given in my Firft Anfwer he could hardly be fufpected of agreeing to any 
violent Meafures. 

« Murteza Cawn had perhaps Twenty Troopers, and fome Orderly Sepoys, 
but in other Refpeécts he did not go with Half his Retinue. The Beghum’s 
l’unuchs did induftrioufly fpread Reports of Murteza Cawn’s ill Intentions 
to break into the Zenana, and feize all the Effects and Moncey that could be 
found, On the other Hand Murteza Cawn pretended to be afraid of At- 
tempts on his Life, and kept a Body of Sepoys conftantly under Arms at 
his Houfe. JI confidered the Reports fpread by both Parties intended to 
ferve the Purpofe of difcrediting each other as much as poffible, and which, 
I did not beheve to have any Foundation in Truth. 

‘ Murteza Cawn, when he went from Mindieaalit to Fyzabad, in April 
laft, was faid to have fent a harfh Meffage to the Begum; byt, this Inftance 
being previous to the Solicitation for the Englifh to interfere, of courfe no 
Blame, I humbly conceive, could fall on me for any Pranfactions at that 
Period. When I was at Fyzabad, I am perfaaded none but refpectful 
JLanguage was ufed to the Begum: One Thing only that I remember could 
be taken amifs, and that was my telling her, that unlefs fhe paid the Money 
the Treaty became null. Whether fuch a Hint was neceffary, I fubmit to 
the Confideration of the Honourable Board; for the Eunuchs prattifed 
every Art to delay the Payment, protefting, in pofitive Terms, that the 
Begum had neither Money nor Effects; though, upon my one Day repre- 
fenting to her that I fhould immediately leave Fyzabad, unlefs the Condi- 
tions were fulfilled on her Part, fhe found Means to fend Six Lacks in 
Specie in lefs than Three Hours after; and it was hardly a Month before 
that the afferted her Inability to pay a fingle Rupee. The Copy of the Be- 
gum’s Letter ta me, making i, Aeton, I troubled the Honourable 
Board with in my Addrefs of the gth September laft. . 

‘ The Third Complaint I am perfuaded is partly erroneous, from the Be- 
gum’s claiming apgey Article of the late Vizier’s Property, even to hjs Mi- 
ljtary Stores, 

* The Nabob would be very glad to receive any thing ; but the Appraifer, 
appointed by the mutyal Confent of both Parties, remains at Fyzabad, with- 
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out having any Goods offered him, but fuch as are already in the Poffeffion 
of the Nabob’s own Officers. 

« T under{tand the late Vizier depofited the Surplus of his Revenues with 
the Begun; and having died inteftate (or at leaft a Will was never pro- 
duced, though one is faid to be fecreted by the Begum) it left a Door open 
‘to the Difputes which have happened ; for, according to the Koran, and the 
Ufages of the Counrry, the Nabob could claim an infinitely preater Share 
than he has got. It is beyond a Doubt that fhe has Money ; for her prin- 
cipal Eunuch brought me a Meflage one Day, not as a Matter of any Secrecy 
or Confidence, that the Wealth the late Vizier had amaffed was intended to 
{upply an Emergency. I anfwered, the Nabob could not well want it at a 
greater one; and preffed her very earneftly to fupply his neceffary Wants. 

© That fhe has Jaghires equal to her Rank, in every Refpect, is evident from 
¢ her own Confeffion to me, in One of her Letters, whercin fhe fays her own 
* Charge amounts to 12,000 Rupees a Month ; and her Income is known to 
* be Seven Lacksa Year. If the Complaints contained in the Three Firft Ar- 
“ ticles are groundlefs, I humbly conceive the Fourth is not much better 
‘ fousded. The Begum can make no great Claim on the Company for Pro- 
© teftagn; when fhe herfelf has infringed the Conditions of the Treaty of which 
«-théy were Guarantees, Let her pay the Nabob the ftipulated Sum, and he 
* at only confents, but is defirous that the Treaty fhould rémain in Force. 
Me He has obferved that Conduét to the Begum which Nature dictates; and fo 
“* tar from harfh Ufage, he has on all Occafions treated her with the greateft 
~* Delicacy, 

*« Murteza Cawn 1s afraid to ufe her ill, for he knows the Influcnce fhe 
has over the Nabob ; and befides this, a Contract of Marriage is to take 
place between his and Sellar Jung’s Children. 

‘ The Begum had great Influence in the late Vizter’s Time. On the Nabob 
Aufuph ul Dowlah’s Acceffion, he at once placed the fole Management in 
the Hands of Murteza Cawn, which difgufted both her and her Adhcrents, 
particularly her Eunuchs, who have their Views in keeping the Wealth in 
the Begum’s Poffeffion. The Principal, Bahar Ally Cawn, enjoys her entire 
Confidence; and how far fhe may be better affected to the Fnglifh than the 
Nabob, I leave to the Confideration of the Honourable Board from the 
following Fact :—On the Conclufion of the Treaty between the Company 
and the Nabob, the Begum blamed his Excellency very highly, and in- 
fitted on his not ceding Benares, offering of herfelf a Sum of Money in lieu 
of it. The Propofal was afterwards made to me by the Nabob; but I 
anfwered, I was not authorized to accept an Alternative; and that if he 
intended to have me reprefent the Matter to the Honourable Board, he 
fhould give me his Inftructions in Writing, and cxplain his Sentiments him- 
felf to the Governor General—-which he did not do. 

« As the Beguin’s Sentiments, at the prefent Juncture, will be beft explain- 
‘ed in her own Words, I trouble the Honourable Board with a Copy of her 
© Jaft Letter I received from her, as alfo my Anfwer to it. 
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I have, &c. 
¢ Camp, near Etawa, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 
© 3d January 1776. Refid® at the Co' of Owde. 


«COPY of a Letter from the Begum, Mother of the Nabob Afuf ul 
© Dowlah, addreffed to Mr, Briftow. 


_©€T have réceived your agreeable Letter, and perfectly underftand the 
© Contents. Some Time ago the Affair in Queftion was fettled, in your 
© Prefence; for 30 Lacks of Rupecs. The Goods which I delivered for 
* Appraifement were taken Poffeflion of, and carried away. It is not I 
* who interrupt this Bufinefs, but Afuf ul Dowla and Murteza Cawn. Jam 
“fo far from withing che Continuance of this Difpute, that 1 am very 

1 ¢ defirous 
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defirous it fhould fpeedily be accommodated, but Afuf ul Dowla and 
Murteza Cawn do not defire to have it adjufted. I now enclofe you an In- 
ventory of the Prices of the Broad Cloth, Elephants, and Camels, which I 
delivered in your Prefence, by which you will be made acquainted with 
the Value of the feveral Articles ; whatever Balance remains hall be paid *. 
You afk me, Since the Acceffion of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, what ill 
Treatment or Difgrace I have experienced from him ? Alas ! that you fhould 
be ftill ignorant of it! God forbid that even my Enemy fhould fuffer fo 
much Difgrace. Murteza Khan ftationed a Battalion of Sepoys at” my 
Door, and fent me Word, that if I would quietly deliver the Sum, it was 
well; otherwife he would prevent any Provifions being brought me, and 
take it. This is not all the Difgrace I have fuffered——whatever he fays is a 
Law. You were not a Witnefs of the late bleffed Nabob’s Mufnud; and 
without having feen it, you can form no Idea of what Kind of a Ruler 
he was. You came at an unfeafonable Time, and faw ite-Afoph ul Dowla, 
on the Mufnud of the late bleffed Nabob, went with him, 

‘ There never was an Inftance in the World of a Son exercifing fuch Op- 
preffion on his own Mother, as to fend his Servants to diftrefs and afflict 
her. Reflect maturely, that no fuch Inftance ever occurred {n former Times. 
I have already written you what Afoph ul Dowla had done tg his own Mo- 
thet, and that I am very ready to give up my Life without Feyr: Whatever 
he wifhes, let him do. 

‘ J have written the real Value of the feveral Articles in the L1 
have fent you without the leaft Variation. Did I wifh to procraftthate this 
Affair, I fhould have written that the Goods which were feized and carried 
off amounted to Eleven Lacks of Rupees; but I do not with to delay it, 
and have therefore written down the real Value, and fent it to you. Deduct 
this, and whatever Balance appears fhall be made good in other Goods, 
China Ware, and Bullocks. Guards are ftationed over my Goods—~caufe 
thefe to be removed, that a Price may be fet on them, and the Balance made 
good,—-You have repeatedly written me that the Coulnama ts inefficacious. 

‘ You were a Party in this Affair, and took from me the Sum of 56 Lacks 
of Rupees. If you will caufe the 56 Lacks to be reftored to me, then the 
Coulnama will not be binding; and do not you then take any Part in the 
Affair, and then let Afoph ul Dowla and Murteza Cawn, in whatever Man- 
ner they are able, take Sums of Money from methey will then fee the 
Confequences. 







‘COPY of Mr. Briftow’s Anfwer to the Begum. 


« I have been honoured with your friendly Letter, accompanying an Inventory 
of Bullocks, &c. with their Prices, and underftand the Contents. The Nabob 
confents to take the Ruths, Bullocks, Elephants, and Camels, at their real 
Value. I reprefented to the Nabob and Mokter ul Dowlah, what you wrote 
me concerning the Broad Cloth at the Price of 4 Lacks of Rupees. The 
Nabob replied, I have not received the Broad Cloth and Linens ; fuch of 
thefe Articles as were out, her Highnefs carried within the Mohal. As the 
Nabob 1s defirous of paying your Llighnefs the greateft Refpect, and has 
agreed to take the Broad Cloth and Linens, if your Highnefs will deliver 
them, and Jet them be appraifed by a creditable Ameen, Auka Heein has 
been here a long Time in Fxpedtation of fuch Employ. Your Attendants, 
who related to you the Circumftance concerning the ftopping your Provi. 
fions, were undoubtedly the Inventors of it themfelves ; it never procceded 
from the Nabob, for he never acted in this Manner, and it is contrary to the 
Difpofition as well as to the Inclination of the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah. Some 
evil-difpofed and malicious Perfons have mifreprefented Matters to your High- 
nefs, and fown the Seeds of Diffenfion: It is incumbent on your Baa to 
give no Heed to the Reprefentations of infidious Men ; but to,regard the Ad- 
vice of well-difpofed Perfons, and fettle this Affair on an eligible Footing. 
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* This Paffage is very obfcure in the Original ; I imagine fome Words are omitted. The 
Tranflation I have made of it is quite literal. 
¢ With 
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With regard to what you write me concerning the Compenfation for the 
Houfe at Garukpore, I fhall undoubtedly take the neceffary Meafures in this 
Affair, if you comply with the Terms of the Coulnama. Je would not be 
ptoper or becoming that your Flighnefs fhould not give your Affent to 
my Reprefentations, as by denying it Difgrace is brought on the Englith 
Chiefs ; I have therefore given a full and particular Account of every Trant- 
action to the Governor and Council, and whatever Dire&tions I may receive 
from them, I fhall carry into Execution, With refpect to your Llighnefs’s 
Jaghiers, the Nabob agrees to one Method, which 1s, that you give them up 
entirely, and inftead thereof receive a Monthly Stipend, through the Channel 
of any Perfon you chufe to fixon; for the Nabob obferved to me, that Two 
Rulers were too much for one Country. By this Propofal the Nabob is de- 
firous of promoting your Highnefs’s Quiet, Tranquillity, and Satisfaction. 
The Nabob fays, that in this Cafe you will have no Vexation, and will con- 
ftantly receive your Stipend without ‘Trouble. 


~ aA Hh 


.  ; es a. ee) 


Cs a . | 





a 
P 
/ (#) © EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, 12th Auguft 1776. 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

‘In confequence of the Information I gave the Hlonourable Board, 1 
attended his Excellency to this Place, to obtain Payment of the Mo- 
ney due from the Begum, and a final Adjuftment of her Accounts. The 
‘ Vizier claimed Nine Lacks Sixty-three thoufand Nine hundred and 
Sixty-fix Rupees, but the Begum admitted only of Three Lacks Six- 
ty-fix thoufand Six hundred and Seventy-fix Rupees Seven Annas and 
‘ Nine Pice, the Particulars of which are explained in the enclofed Ac- 
“count (N° 1.) Neither Party would at firft relinquifh their Claim; 
‘ and I apprehended a Settlement would not have been effected, but lus bx- 
‘ ceflency, after Two or Three Intervicws with the Begum, fhewed a great 
‘ Inclination to come to an Adjuftment upon almoft any Terms; and ], 
‘ the Day before Yefterday, attended him to her Palace, when he agreed to 
‘take the fpecific Sum of Five Lacks, He fet off immediately after for 
¢ Lucknow, and left with me an Acquittance, of which the enclofed is a Copy 
© (N° 2). Onthe Vizier’s Departure, the Begum objected to the Payme sit of 
‘ the Whole in Money, and wanted me to accept Three Lacks in Goods, 
« which I declined, and informed her, if it was not perfectly agreeable to ber 
< to comply with the Vizier’s Draft, I fhould not urge her to it contrary to 
‘her Inclinations. She afterwards gave up the Point of the Goods, upon 
‘ Condition that fhe had Time granted her to provide the Money in. 
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© The Periods fhe fixed were as follows ; viz. 
‘ In Two Days —- — — 100,000 
© In Twelve Days — — — 100,000 
© In Six Monthly Kifls, at 50,000 Rupees per Kilt = 300,000 


Oud Sicca Rupees — = 500,000 





‘ J faid I could not agree to thefe Terms, without the Sanétion of the Tlo- 
€ nourable Board, but offered to receive whatever Sums fhe would pay me, 
‘ until their Approbation fhould arrive. To afford the Honourable Board 
‘ further Information on this Subject, I herewith do myfelf the Plcafure to 
* enclofe the Copy of the Begum’s laft Letter to me (N° 3). Lieutenant Grant 
© will {tay at this Place to receive the Two firft Payments, all together amount- 
© ing to Two Lacks of Rupees. 
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(Tie Cloth was the only Article in the Account on which the Begum laid 
é any great Strels; but, by her own Confeffion, it was much worm-eaten 
cand damaged, fo that, by what I underftood, it could not be fold at a Fifth 
‘ac what it was valued. 

‘The Begum, in her Arguments, principally urged the late Minifter’s 
‘ having agreed to accept Eleven Lacks of the ftipulated Sum in Goods, a 
Circumfance T well remember, though not mentioned inthe Treaty; and 
‘under this Pretence flie offered all the Cloths and Plunder taken in the 
‘ Rohilta Campaign, in Part Payment, at a moft exorbitant Rate. I, for my 
© Part, have been very cautious in faying any Thing to induce either the 
‘ Vizier or Begum to adopt my Opinions, in the Settlement that has taken 
‘ Place, but to let them act entirely from themfelves, 


A 


© [ have the Honour, &c. &c. 


« Fyzabad, ‘ (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 
697 July 1776. Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 
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(#)*EX TRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Coun- 
« cil of Bengal, in their Secret Department, the gth July 1778. 


¢ Fxiraét of Governor’s General’s Minute. 


« Secondly, THAT Rajah Cheyt Sing be required in Form to contribute 
his Share of the Burthen of the prefent War, by confenting to the Fita- 
blifhment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed and main- 
tained at his Expence. 
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‘ Mr. Francis.—On the Suppofition that the Detachment now employed 
under Colonel Leflie will not return for a Length of Time into the Provinces, 
I acquiefce in the Propofal relative to Rajah Cheyt Sing; but I think he 
fhould be informed, that this additional Charge will not be impofed on him 
beyond the Continuance of the prefent War. 

« The Governor General.—The Qualification propofed by Mr Francis is 
confonant to my Intention in the Queftion, and is implied in it: J fhould 
have no Objection to its being expreffed in an additional Claufe. That our 
Refolutions upon this Subjeét may be unanimous, I agrce to add to the 
Queftion the following Words, «and to be difbanded at the End of the 
War ;”’ but perceiving that the Difference in our Opinions upon the Subject 
arifes, not from a Difagreement refpecting the Requifition fimply confidered 
by itfelf, bue from a different Underftanding of the Right of the Company 
to exact, under any Preffure of Affairs, more than the Sum ftipulated by the 
Sunnud granted to Cheyt Sing, and the Caboleat given by him in Return, I 
muft adhere to the Queftion as it ftands, wifhing to avoid the Queftion of 
Right. If, however, we cannor agree upon this Point, ftill I would with to 
have the Requifition made in the Words of the Queftion, and leave the 
Decifion of future Right to our Superiors. 

© Mr. Wheler.—Wifhing to avoid the Queflion of Right, I acquiefce in the 
Motion; but I think it fhould be qualified in the Manner propofed by Mr. 
Francis. 

« Mr. Barwell.—An Acquifition of Revenue and Military Force, I fuppofe 
to have been annexed to the Grant of the Zemindary of Benares and Gauzi- 
pore to the Company. Any Military I:ftablifhment, independent of the 
Englifh Adminiftration, in the Heart of the Company’s Dominions, may in 
the Time of Danger be turned againft thofe Interefts which, under ano- 
ther Policy, it would protect. I have long regarded the Military Eftablifh- 
ment of Benares under the Rajah’s Native Officers, and not fubje@t to the 
Difcipline, Command, and Regulation of our Battalions, as a Defect: I 
therefore moft heartily agree to the prefent Propofal for Three difciplined 
Battalions to be kept up and paid by the Rajah, and fincerely hope the 
Company will direct, that the whole Force of Benares and Gauzipore, under 
the Zemindar, be placed upon the fame Footing as the regular Military 
Force of the Prefidency. 

© The Governor General.—I agree to the Queftion in the ortginal Terms of 
it, deeming it a Right inherent in every Government to impofe fuch Affeff- 
ments as it judges expedient, for the common Service and Protection of 
all its Subjects; and we are not precluded from it by any Agreement fubfift- 
ing between the Rajah and his Government. 
¢ Refolved, That Rajah Cheyt Sing be required in Form to contribute his 
Share of the Burthen of the prefent War, by the }ftablifhment of Three 
regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifedl and maintained at his Expence ; 
and the Governor General is’requefted to write to him to that Effect. 
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‘To Rajah Cheyt Sing: Written 1ith July 1778. 


« War having been declared between the Courts of Great Britain and 
‘ France, by the former on the 18th March, or 18th Suffer, and by the latter 
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‘(-#) Read from the Second Report of the Select Committee appointed to t ike into Confideration the State 
€ of the Adminiftration of Juftice in the Province» of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, &c. 
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on the goth March, or 1ft of Rubbee ul Awal, 1192 Hejeree, I am to re- 
queft of you, in my own Name, and that of the Board, as a Subject of the 
Company, bound to promote their Intereft on every Occafion, to contribute 
your Share of the Burden of the prefent War, which will equally affect 

our Intereft and ours. It has been determined by the Board, that an Efta- 
blithment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be commanded by Bri- 
tifh Officers, be raifed and maintained at your Expence, and employed on 
fuch Service as the Situation of Affairs may require. I have no Doubt but, 
regarding this Meafure equally conducive to your own and the Company’s 
Intcreft, you will with the greateft Readinefs comply, and I hope you will 
intimate your Confent without Delay. 
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(x€) © From Maha Rajah Cheyt Sing: Received 3oth July. 


‘ ] have been honoured by the Receipt of your gracious Letter, commu- 
nicating the Intelligence of a War having broke out between the Courts 
of Great Britain and France, and defiring me to take on inyfelf a Share of 
the Burthen of Expence. My Patron! I am the Servant of the Sircar; I 
will write you more fully hereafter. On all Occafions I am hopeful of your 
Highnefs’s Favour and Support. 
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© Refolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham, and that 
Notice of the Board’s Refolution be given to the Perfian Tranflator, that a 
Letter be accordingly prepared to be fent to Rajah Cheyt Sing. 
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¢ Sir, 
* Thinking it neceffary that Rajah Cheyt Sing fhould be required to con- 
tribute his Share to fupport the Burthen of the prefent War with France, we 
refolved that Three Battalions of Sepoys fhould be raifed and maintained at 
his Expence: And the Rajah, in Anfwer to a Letter which the Governor 
General wrote to him on the Occafion, having by Means of his Vackeel 
agreed to pay a Subfidy of Five Lacks of Rupees for One Year, but not 
authorized his Vackeel to extend his Acquicfcence further, we deem it ne- 
ceffary, and have accordingly ordered, that the Rajah fhall immediately pay 
this Sum into your Hands; you will therefore receive the fame from him, 


and remit the Amount of it to the Prefidency. 


© Fort William, ‘ Weare, &c. 
« 17th Aug* 1778. 
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(@) ‘ To Rajah Cheyt Sing: Written 17th Auguft 1778. 


« IT have been favoured with your Letter, intimating your Confent to the 
Requifition made to you by this Government, as a Subject of the Company, 
to bear a Part of the Expence of the prefent War. I am pleafed with your 
ready Compliance; of this indeed I could have no Doubt, as your Intereft 
is equally concerned with the Company’s in the Succefs of it. The Ex- 
«pence of keeping up Three regular Battalions has been calculated, and 
‘ found to amount to Five Lacks of Rupees per Annum, at which Rate your 
© Annual Subfidy has been accordingly fixed. I am therefore to defire, in the 
* Name of this Government, that you will pay immediately to Mr. Thomas 
‘ Graham the Sum of Five Lacks of Muckledar Rupees. Thus you will 
* perform your Duty to the Company, and fecure their Favour and Support. 
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(9) Read from the fame Report. 
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(@) “EXTRACT of Secret Letter from Bengal; dated 17th 
« Auguft 1778. 


‘ Par. 12, We have agreed to augment our own Military Eftablifhment, 
© by the Addition of Fifteen Companies of Native Artillery, and Nine Bat- 
‘ talions of Sepoys. Three of thefe Battalions are now forming by Drafts 
© from the Regular Troops, which are ftationed in the Nabob’s Dominions, 
« and the other Six will be compofed of Recruits; but as we think ir juft that 
‘ Rajah Cheyt Sing fhould contribute his Part to the Charges of the War, 
“ we have determined that Three of thefe Battalions fhall be raifed and main- 
* tained at his Expence, by Means of a Subfidy of Five Lacks per Annum, 
* which he has agreed to pay for One Year. 


(#%) “EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and 
© Council, in their Public Department, 28th September 1778. 


« Extract of a Letter from the Refident at Benares; dated the 14th 
© September 1778. 


‘ T think it neceffary to inform you, that notwithftanding Seventeen Days 
‘ are elapfed fince your Orders arrived here, directing the Rajah to pay into 
« my Idands the Subfidy he had agreed to pay, of Five Lacks of Mutchilidar 
* Rupees, he has not yet paid me One Rupee ; and offers, as a Reafon, his 
« Inability to difcharge the Whole at Once, and requefts me to receive it by 
« Monthly Payments. Your Honourable Board’s Orders authorizing nothing 
« of the Kind, I have acquainted him, that it is impoffible for me to come into 
© his Requeft; and have repeated my Requifition, which I have indeed been 
* urging every Day fince the Receipt of your Orders, to pay me the Whole 
© Amount as {peedily as poffible.’ 





(S$) < The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter 
© from Rajah Cheyt Sing. 


¢ From Rajah Cheyt Sing, 28th September. 


« I have been honoured with your gracious Letter, defiring that I will, as a 
© Subjeé of the Company, take on myfelf the Payment of Five Lacks of Mutch- 
< ledar Rupees, as my Proportion of the Expences of the prefent War, and pay 
them to Mr. Graham. Although ] have no Ability left, and the great Burthen 
of Expence I laboured under, from the ‘lime of the Deceafe of the late 
Rajah till the Expiration of the Nabob Vizier’s Authority over me, is well 
known to God and your Excellency, yet folely with a View to Compliance 
with your Orders, and to prove my Fidelity, having fold and pledged every 
Thing belonging to me, I will make good the aforefaid Inftalments in Six 
or Seven Months; although, by parting with my Effects, which are clearly 
neceffary, I am left in a State of Inability for the future, yet you will fhew 
me much Favour, that I fhall again recover myfelf. 
© As a Time is required for the Sale of my Effects, and raifing the Money, 
“ I hope, from your Kindnefs, that the Officers of Government may take from 
‘ me, in different Payments, the faid Sum in Sonaut Spccie, as | fhall not be 
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( & ) Read from the fame Report. 
( % ) Read from the fame Report. 
(§) Read from the fame Report, 
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* able to procure this Sum in Mutchledar Rupees; and that you will be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to afix your Signature to my Requefts, that 1 may apply 
myfelf with Satisfaction and Affiduity ta,the Bufined of the Sirkar. 
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* Governor General.—The Subftance of this Letter, and the Requifition 
made by the Rajah to Mr. Graham, differ fo much from the chearful 
Acquiefcence which the Rajah’s Vackeel; Skaik Ally Nucky, made in his 
Matter’s Name, to the Demand we made on him for this Subfidy, that I 
think ic neceflary, for my own Juftification, to call upon the Secretary to 
certify the Accuracy of my Minute, delivered on the 17th Auguft, contain- 
ing the Affent expreffed by the Vackeel in his Mafter’s Name, to the Pay- 
ment of the Subfidy. 
© The Secretary acquaints the Board, That the Governor General delivered 
to him the Minute above-mentioned previous to his laying it before the 
Board, with Orders te explain the Contents of it to the Rajah’s Vackeel, 
that it might correfpond with the Acquiefcence which he had delivered. 
He accordingly communicated the Minute to the Vackeel, and received 
from him a Confirmation of the Terms therein exprefied. P, 
* The Governor General moves, That Orders be written immediately to 
Mr. Graham, that he do, on Receipt of them, demand of the Rajah, in 
Perfon, the Payment of the entire Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees in the 
Space of Five Days; and declare to him, in the Name of this Board, that 
his Refufal or Neglect to complete the Payment within that Time; fhall 
be deemed equivalent to an abfolute Refufal ; and that he be forbidden, in 
that Cafe, to hold any farther Intercourfe with the Rajah, until he hall 
have advifed us of the Particulars of the Rajah’s Conduct in this Inftance, 
and received our Orders in Confequence. 
‘ Mr. Francis.—I beg Leave to afk, Whether there be any Letter from the 
Rajah himfelf to the Governor, in which his Confent to pay the Five 
Lacks, in the Manner agreed to by the Vackeel, is expreffed, or the 
Vackeel’s Engagement to that Effect confirmed ? 
* Governor General.—All the Rajah’s Letters will be found in the Book of 
Perfian Correfpondence, to which I refer; but I well recolheét, that the 
Affent given by the Vackeel was expreffed in Terms the moft eee 
that could be conceived, ¢ither confirmed by an Oath, or his own Life 
pledged for the Performance of it. My Minute was drawn up from Heads 
of what paffed in Converfation with the Vackeel; and when it was ex- 
plained to him by Mr. Auriol, he was very defirous of correcting a Part 
of it, which made the Acquiefcence of the Rajah appear too general ; and 
that it might be fpecifically limited to One Year; his Powers, he added, 
extended no further. The Correction was accordingly made upon the Spor, 
in the Room adjoining to this, and the Minute immediately recorded. I 
defire the Secretary to mentian whether this agrees with his Recollection of 
the Matter. 
‘ The Secretary very well recolleéts the particular Circumftances alluded 
to by the Governor General ; and therefore offers his Teftimony, that the 
Vackeel declared he was authorized to acqutefce in the Subfidy for One 
Year, but no longer; and defired that the Requifition might be limited to 
that Time. The Minute was before indefinite. 
‘ Mr. Francis.—I have no Sort of Doubt of the Reality of the Engage- 
ments made by the Vackeel; the Queftion is, Whether they are Acts 
of the Rajah, or made by fufficient Authority from him ? If the Vackeel had 
even a Letter of Credence relative to the Point in Queftion, it would be 
Sufficient; if he had, it muft appear in the Perfian Correfpondence, and I 
defire the Secretary will read it. 
* Governor General.—I have looked over the Book of Correfpondence ; 
there are but Two Letters upon the Subjeét, the firft a Letter re- 
corded in Confultation of 17th Auguft, acknowledging the Receipt of 
mine, which centained the firft Requifition of the Five Lacks, and promif- 
ing an Anfwer. The Letter recorded on this Day appears to be that 
« Anfwer, as it begins with an Acknowledgment of the firft Letter, and a 
« fhort Recapitulation of its Subftance. My firft Letter was written on the 
“ 11th July, Two Months and Seventeen Days from this Date. Jf an Anfwer 
* frons 
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from the Vackeel, during fo long an Interval, was not to be deemed au- 


* thentic, the Rajah’s Silence was more difrefpectful than a direct Refufal ; 
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but if it be admitted as an Exculpation, his fureft Remedy againft any AG 
of Government will be a Refufal to make any Reply to its Demands. I 
will not conceal from the Board, that I have expected this evafive Conduét 
in the Rajah, having been fome Time paft well informed that he had 
been advifed in this Manner to procraftinate the Payment of the Five 
Lacks, to afford Time for the Arrival of Difpatches from Fngland, which 
were to bring Orders for a Total Change in this Government ; and this, he 
was given to expect, would produce a Repeal of the Demand made upon 
him by the prefent Government. On intimating my Sufpicions of fuch a 
Defign to the Vackeel, he promifed he would write in fo effeCtual a Manner 
to his Mafter, as fhould without Fail induce him to make an immediate 
Payment of the Subfidy. He, this Morning, informed me, that his Ler- 
ter was difpatched on the 12th of this Month; its Effect ought, by this 
Time, to have fhewn itfelf. Sufficient Time will have been given to the 
Rajah to obey the Authority of the Board, by the Arrival of the Orders 
which I have now propofed ; and whether, in that Interval, he fhall ratify 
the Act of his Vackeel or not, I fhall confider of little Confequence. 
If the Board will fupport their own Authority, he fhall be made to yield 
to it. 
‘ Mr. FranciseThere is no Queftion, but the Rajah muft yield to the Power 
of this Government ; and I fhall be as ready as any Member of this Board to 
fupport its Authority, as long as its Power is directed by Juftice. I did 
from the firft exprefs a Doubt, whether we had ftridtly a Right to encreafe 
our Demands upon the Rajah beyond the Terms which we originally agreed 
to give him, which he confented to, and which, as I have conftantly under- 
ftood it, were made the fundamental Tenure by which he held his Zemindary, 
If fuch Demands can be increafed upon him at the Difcretion of the fupe- 
rior Power, he has no Rights, he has no Property, or at leaft he has no Se- 
curity for either: Inftead of Five Lacks, let us demand Fifty ; or whether 
he refufes, or is unable to pay the Money, the Forfeiture of his Zemindary 
may be the immediate Confequence of it, unlefs he can find Means to redeem 
himfelf by a new Treaty. Having this Opinion of the Demand itfelf, as it 
originally {tood, it cannot be deemed extraordinary in me, that I fhould pro- 
ceed with very great Caution in enforcing any Penalties which may be pro- 
pofed to attend his not inftantly complying with it. It appears that the 
Engagements made by the Vackeel have not been confirmed by the Rajah, 
and that the Vackeel had not even a Letter of Credence from his Matter: I 
know the Temper of Black Servants too well, to puntfh their Principals for 
any Acts done by them, or even to hold them bound by fuch Aéts, if nor 
exprefsly or virtually confirmed by themfelves. I do not mean by what | 
have faid, that the Board fhould give up the Demand which they have already 
thought fit to make of the Rajah: That Refolution being paffed, it only re- 
mains for us to take Care that it be carried into Execution without Harfhnefs 
or Violence. The Rajah muft pay the Money, if he has it, but I canror 
conceive why we fhould infift on his paying it all at Once. We do not in- 
{tantly want it, and it may diftrefs him in the greateft Degree to part with 
fuch a Sum ata fingle Payment. My Opinion ts, therefore, that the Liqui- 
dation of the prefent extraordinary Demand upon him fhould be fettled by 
Kiftbundy, and that he fhould be affured at the fame Time ‘that this Board 
wil] not make any further Demands upon him: Under fuch a Settlemenr, 
unanimoufly agreed to, it is not likely that the Rajah will delay or evade a 
due and regular Execution of it, from any Hopes he may conceive of future 
Relief by a Change in this Government. 
‘« The Governor Genera].——-The very Demand is itfelf a Proof that the 
Rajah expeéts fuch Relief; and with refpect to his Ability to pay the Sum fo 
long demanded from him, or even Ten Times that Amount (I {peak within 
Compafs) no Man can doubt of it. The A&s of the Majority of the Board 
are the Acts of the Board. When the Perfon who is the irmmediate Object of 
them, ftands fo high in the public Eftimation, and holds Pretenfions, as it 
appears this Rajah does, to a fovereign and independent Authority, fuch 
Acts, once paffed, ought never to be revoked. The Demand made upon 
the Rajah was for immediate Payment; the Demand ought to be a 
‘ rigidly : 
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‘ rigidly: But I will fo far yield to the Neceflity of the Times, weakening 
‘ as it may prove to the Powers of this Government, at a Crifis which of all 
‘ other demands their moft vigorous Exertion, as to confent to a Compromife. 
¢ The Rajah has requefted that he may be allowed to pay the Sum required of 
‘« him by Inftalments within the Space of Six or Seven Months. 1 will confent 
‘to pardon his paft Contumacy and Difobedience, on Condition of his con- 
« fenting to pay the entire Sum within Three Months, which Time will have 
© elapfed ae the Orders now fent to Mr. Graham can take Effect, although 
‘ not a Rupee fhall have been received to that Period, of the Payments which 
« by his own Propofal ought to be half completed. I defire that what I have 
« faid may not be mifunderftood: I mean only to fhew, that inftead of the 
¢ Harfhnefs and Rigour which have been imputed to this Government in its 
‘ prefent Conduét to the Rajah, he has been treated with a Lenity almoft equal 
« to the Subftance of hisown Demands. I think it unneceffary to reply farther 
« to Mr. Francis’s Minute, as I defire only to obtain his Confent to a Meafure 
‘ upon his own Principles, which I underftood to be, that a public Meafure, 
* nay even an Opinion of Government, once paffed, ought to be invariably 
‘ fupported, even by thofe who oppofed it in the firft Inftance. 

‘ Mr. Francis.—It is generally true, that a Refolution of Government, once 
‘ paffed, fhould be fupported ; but, where the Rights of others are concerned, 
‘it is only true with this Provifo, that fuch Refolutions are not directly con- 
« tradiGtory to the Principles of Juftice, or to the voluntary and fundamental 
« Engagements of the Government itfclf. This Board was already bound to 
* the Rajah by certain Aéts of their own, not carried by a Majority, but una- 
‘ nimoufly agreed to. J defire that they may be recorded in this Place as I 
© find them ftated in our Inftruétions to Mr. Fowke of the 24th Auguft 


© 1775. 

<¢ ath. It will be proper to affure the Rajah, that we do not mean to in- 
*« creafe his Tribute, but to require from him the exact Sum, and in the fame 
‘¢ Species of Rupees, to be paid at Benares, as he paid to the late Vizier Sujah 
‘© Dowlah, befides whatever Equivalent may be fixed for the Grant of the 
«© Mint of Cutwally to him, the Whole to be difcharged by equal Monthly 
<< Kifts; and if we fhould find it expedient hereafter to receive the Amount 
*¢ at the Prefidency, a fuitable Deduction or Commiffion fhall be allowed to 
‘him, for the Expence and Rifk of tranfporting or remitting it. 

«© sth. That under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Company we are’ 
«¢ determined to leave him the free and uncontrolled Management of the in- 
*¢ ternal Government of his Country, and the Collection and Regulation of 
«* the Revenues, fo long as he adheres to the ‘Terms of his Engagements, 
«and will never demand any Augmentation of the Annual Tribute which 


“© may be fixed.” 


‘If the Opinions of the individual Members, who then compofed the 
‘ Board, fhould be looked back to, I believe it will appear that the Amount 
‘ of the Tribute was fixed at a higher Sum than the Governor General then 
¢ thought the Rajah ought to pay. This, however, is immaterial; I only 
‘ mean to fhew that I] adhere to my Principles, and that the Doubts which 
« I have conftantly expreffed, of the Juftice of increafing our Demands upon 
‘ the Rajah, which, if done at all, may be done ad libitum, were not ill 
© founded. 
‘ Governor General—I muft obje& to the Term “ unanimous,” applied to 
‘ any Refolution paffed.at the Period to which Mr. Francis alludes, merely 
‘ becaufe my Diffent was not expreffed to it. The Quotation from Mr. 
‘ Fowke’s Inftructions related only to the fixed and annual Revenue, but 
* could never be underftood to preclude that Right which every Government 
< inherently poffeffes, to compel all its Dependencies to contribute by extraor- 
‘ dinary Supplies to the Relief of extraordinary Emergencies; but though it 
‘ were granted that this Injunction given to Mr. Fowke did extend to every 
“ Mode of Supply, ftill the Argument will not apply to the prefent Queftion. 
© The prefent Demand for the Subfidy, juft or unjuft, was made unanimoufly, 
« and ae even on that Ground alone, ought to be unanimoufly fup- 
< ported. 
“ Mr. ¥rancis.-Underftanding that the Inftant Payment of the Five Lacks 
4 ar 
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¢ is ftill to be demanded in the Terms of the Firft Propofition, and that no 
© Relaxation from thofe Terms was intended, | am againft the Motion. 
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¢ Mr. Wheler.—I am for the Queftion ; but am further of Opinion, that 
fhould be left to Mr. Graham to determine, whether to enforce Payment of 
the Sum required of the Rajah, for the prefent Exigencies of Government, 
by One Payment, or whether to receive it by different Inftalments, not ex- 
ceeding Three Months from the Firft Payment to the Completion of the 
Whole. 

* Mr. Barwell.—-The Facts that have been related to the Board by the 
Governor General fpeak the abfolute Neceffity of the Motion thar has 
been agitated. In thefe Sentiments it is incumbent on me to fupport it; 
and I think, that in order to its full Efficacy, the Governor General fhould be 
impowered to purfue fuch Means as may fecureche Government from a Pof- 
fibility of a further Difappointment. 

¢ Governor General.—I cannot confent to the Qualification of the prefent 
Motion recommended by Mr. Wheler, for the Reafons I have already affigned. 
With refpect to the Propofition implied in Mr. Barwell’s Minute, I fhall take 
an early Occafion to offer my Sentimncnts upon it, defiring the Subject to 
reft here for the prefent. 

‘ Mr. Francis.—-If Mr. Barwell, in his Minute, means to give the Gover 
nor General, by his Voice, any Powers whatfoever, independent or exclufive 
of the Board, I muft requett he will be pleafed to explain himfelf; Lam ture 
that no fuch Powers can be wanted on the prefent Occafion. 

© Governor General.—-I beg that the Debate, which is now unneceffary, 
may end. The Morning -has already been loft in Wards. As nothing 
more 1s propofed to be done, I hope it is unneceffary that more of our Time 
fhould be confumed in ineffectual Debates, even without a profeffed Object, 


“ Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham, 

¢ Sir, 
© We have received your Letters of the rgth July, oth Auguft, and rath 
Inftant. 
‘ We cannot confent to the Requeft of Rajah Cheyt Sing to be allowed to 
pay the Amount of his Subfidy ft the Expence of the prefent War for One 
Year by Monthly Kifts. Our Orders communicated to him by the Gover- 
nor General, for the ‘immediate Payment, were pofitive; we therefore 
confirm thofe Orders, and direét, that on the Receipt hereof you wait on 
the Rajah forthwith, and demand of him in Perfon, and by Writing, the 
Payment of the full Sum of Five Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees, the Sum at 
which the Subfidy is fixed, in Spetie to that Amount, to be made to you 
within Five Days of fuch Demand ; and declare to him, in the Name of this 
Government, that his evading, or neglecting to accomplifh the Paymens 
thereof within that Space, fhall be deemed equivalent to an abfolute Refu- 
fal ; and in cafe of his Non-compliance with your Demand we peremptorily 
enjoin you to refrain from all further Intercourfe with him, until you fhall 
have advifed us of the Particulars of his Conduct in this Inftance, and re 
ceived our further Orders on the Subject, 


‘€ Fort William, 
© the 28th Seper 1778. : We are, &c, 
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(@) ‘ Fort William, the roth July 1779. 


© Secret Depar:ment. 


* Ata Council; Prefent, . 
¢ The Hon** Warren Haftings, Gov' Gen', Prefid', 
¢ Rich? Barwell, 
. © Philip Francis, fires 
© Edward Wheler, 
: ¢ Lieut' Gen’ Sir Eyre Coote, indifpofed. 


© The Governor General delivers in the following Minute: 


‘ Governor General, It having been refolved in Secret Confultation oth 
© July 1778 “ That Rajah Cheyt Sing fhould be required in Form to contri- 
‘« bute hts Share of the Burthen of the prefent War with France, by the Efta- 
«© blifhment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be raifed and maintained . 
sc at his Expence ;”” and the Amount of the Subfidy fixed by the Board in 
© Confu‘tation of the 17th of Auguft following, and agreed by him to be paid, 
© for One Year, being Five Lacks of Mutchledar Rupees ;—as the Year is now 
‘ expired, I move, That he be at this Time Shans to contribute the like 
« Sum, as his Share for the Expence of the War for the current Year, 


‘ Agreed to the Governor General’s Propofal. 
© Refolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham : 


© Sir, 

© The Period of One Year, for which Rajah Cheyt Sing contributed the 
¢ Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen 
© of the War with France for the laft Year, being expired, and the War ftill 
‘ continuing, we find it neceffary to maintain the famé Force, and to require 
‘ that the Rajah fhall bear his Share of the Expence; you will therefore at 
‘ this Time demand from him Payment of the above Sum, as his Proportion 
‘ of the Charge for the current Year, and remit the Amount of it to us. 


¢ Fort William, ¢ Weare, &c. 
© soth July 1779. ‘ 


‘ Agreed, That the Governor General be requefted to write to Rajah Cheyt 
¢ Sing, acquainting him that the Period of One Year, for which he agreed to 
‘ pay Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Share of the Burthen of the 
¢ War with France, on the 17th Auguft 1778, is expired; and as the Continua- 
‘ tion of the War makes it ftill neceffary to maintain the fame Eftablifhment 
‘ of ‘Troops for the Defence of the Country, the Board deem it requifite that 
© he fhould at this Time contribute the further Sum of Five Lacks of Muck- 
‘ lidar Rupees, as his Share of the Charge for the current Year: Mr. Graham 
‘ has therefore been directed to apply to him for the fame. 

“WARREN HASTINGS, 
‘Pp. FRANCIS, 
‘EDW?P WHELER. 


‘ To Rajah Cheyt Sing: Written the a1ft July 1779. 


‘ The Term of your Engagement for the Payment of an Annual Subfidy, as 
* your Share of the Expence of the War, being expired, and the War ftill con- 
‘ tinuing, and the fame Force being neceffary to be kepr up, fam therefore 
‘ to defire that you will pay to Mr. Thomas Graham the further Sum of Five 
‘ Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as your Proportion for the prefent Year. Mr. 
‘ Graham has accordingly Orders to receive it from you, and it 1s neceffary 
‘ that you do not delay to pay it to him.’ 





(@ ) Read from the fame Report. 
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(%) “EX TRAC T of Secret Letter from Bengal ; dated 13th March 1780. 


¢ Par. 41. We thought it neceffary and confiftent to demand a further Con- 
tribution of Five Lacks of Rupees from Rajah Cheyt Sing, for his Part of 
the Expences of the War for the current Year, being the fame Sum as he 
paid towards that and for the laft Year. The Rajah ttrongly pleaded his In- 
ability to comply with this Demand, and even fuffered us to fend Fwo Bat- 
talions of Sepoys from Dinapore to Benares to enforce Payment, before he 
would grant it; at length, however, with much Difficulty, the Amount was 
received from him, added to a Penalty of 20,000 Rupees for the Expences of 
the Two Battalions, until their Arrival at Benares. 

‘42, We fhall make but this fhort Obfervation upon the Conduét of the 
¢ Rajah—that whether it proceeded from the Apprehenfion of eftablifhing a 
Precedent for exceeding the Sum of his annual and ftipulated Revenue, or 
from a Senfe of Independency, it was equally unfeafonable, and an ungrateful 
Return for the Benefits which he has been allowed to derive from the Com- 
© pany’s Protection. 
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(#) “EX TRACT of, the Proceedings of the Governor General and 
’ ‘ Council of Bengal, in their Secret Department, the 22d June 1780. 


‘ Governor General.—The Period of Two Years, for each of which the 
Rajah of Benares, at the Requifition of the Board, has contributed the Sum 
of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen of 
the War with France, being nearly expired, and that War ftill continuing, 
I move, That he be now called upon to contribute the like Sum as his Share 
of the Expence of it for the current Year. 

‘ Agreed to the Governor General’s Motion. 

« The following Letter is in confequence written to the Refident at Benares. 


© To Mr. Francis Fowke. 

¢ Sir, | 

© The Period of Two Years, for each of which Rajah Cheyt Sing has con- 
tributed the Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Proportion of 
the Burthen of the War with France, being nearly expired, and the War ftill 
continuing, we find it neceffary to maintain the fame Force, and to require 
that the Rafah fhall be at his Share of the Expence: We therefore direct 
that you demand from him Payment of the above Sum, as his Proportion of 
the Charge for the current Year, and remit the Amount of it to us. 


‘ Fort Wiliam, Weare, &c. 
¢ 22d June 1780. ! 
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(+) To Rajah Cheyt Sing: Written 22d June 1780. 


« The Period of the Second Year, for which, on the 17th Auguft 1778, 
you agreed to pay the Annual Subfidy of Five Lacks Muckledar Rupees, as 
your Share of the Burthen of the War with France, being expired, and the 
Continuation of the War making it {till neceffary to keep up the fame Force 
for the Defence of the Country, 1 am therefore to defire you to contribute 
the further Sum of 5 Lacks of Muckledar Rupees, as your Share of the 
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¢ Charge for the prefent Year; Mr. Fowke has accordingly been directed to 
© apply to you for the fame. It is neceflary that you do not delay to pay it to 
. him. 





(%) “EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and 
¢ Council, in their Public Department, the 7th September 1780. 


¢ Read the following Letters from the Refident at Benares : 


« Extract, dated a1ft July 1780, 


¢ In Obedience to your Orders of the 22d Ultimo, I have demanded of 
© Rajah Cheyt Sing the Sum of Five Lacks’ of Muckledar Rupees, as his 
* Proportion of the Burthen of the prefent War with France. The Rajah has 
© defired me to inform you of his entire Submiffion to your Cominands. He 
© has promifed to pay Gne Lack of this Amount within a few Days; I fhall 
‘ immediately advife your Honourable Board of the Receipt of 11, and fitall 
« remit it upon the moft advantageous Terms I can obtain; | fhall likewife urge 
‘ the Rajah, in the ftrongeft Manner poffible, to ufe the utmoft Expedition in 
© the Difcharge of the remaining Part. 


‘EXTRACT of a Letter from the Refident at Benares, dated roth 
« Augult 1780, 


« J have received from the Rajah One Lack of Rupees in Part Payment of 
© his Subfidy; and I have the Honour to enclofe Bills of Exchange for the 
* Amount of this Sum, drawn as per accompanying Invoice. 

‘ I have urged the Rajah very ftrongly to complete the Payment of his 
© Subfidy with all poffible Expedition; but I find he is determined to make 
¢ no further Payment till he receives an Anfwer to his Arzee, tranfmitted in 
« my Letter of the sth Inftant to the Honourable Governor General. 


‘ The Govérnor General lays before the Board the following Letter from 
‘ the Rajah of Benares, referred to in the Letter from the Refident, above 
« recorded, 


“ ARZEE from Rajah Cheyt Sing: Received a1ft Auguft 1780. 


* T have been honoured by your Orders, direéting me to pay Five Lacke 
* of Sicca Mayhadar Rupees to Mr. Fowke, for the War which ftill conti- 
* nues—and although my diftreffed Situation muft be known to you from 
* other Quarters—notwithitanding I have been afraid to reprefent it to you my- 
€ felf, that I have fold my Houfe, and borrowed Suis of Money, from which 
‘Tam not yet releafed—yet, in Obedience to your Orders, I have paid One 
‘ Lack of Rupees out of the Five Lacks to Mr. Fowke, and fhall pay the 
* other Four in Three Months. I requeft you will fend Direétions to that 
‘ Gentleman to allow me that Time, and tt fhall be pumétually paid at the 
«End of that Term. You yourfelf muft be convinced that J have no Abi- 
‘ hues or Refources left. 


‘ Ordered, That Mr. Fowke do inform the Rajah, that the Board are much 
« difpleafed with thefe affected Delays, knowing his Ability to make the im- 
‘ mediate Payment of the Subfidy; and that he peremptorily require him to 
* difcharge it. 
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* Ordered, That Mr. Fowke be defired to remit the Sum, when received 
* by Shroffs Bill, if poffible, or by any fafe Mode of Remittance, to Major 
* Camac, for the Expences of the Detachment under his Command; and that 
‘ Major Camac be advifed accordingly. 

* The following Letter is accordingly written to Mr. Francis Fowke : 


¢ Sir, . 

© We have received your Letters under Date the aif July, roth and 2otli 
* Auguft, with the Bills and Accounts inclofed. We have alfo had before us 
* the Rajah’s Letter to the Governor Geheral, to which you allude in your 
© Addrefs of the roth Ultimb. 

© We defire that you will inform the Rajah of Bénares, that, knowing his 
* Ability co make quick Payment of the whole Amount of the Subfidy, we 
* are much difpleafed with the groundlefs Pretences which he utges for delay- 
‘ing it; and we direct, that an Receipt of this Letter you peremptorily 
‘ demand his immediate Difcharge of the Sum due from him on this Ac- 
* count; which, when you have received it, we defire you will remit either 
* by Shroff Bills, if poffible, or by any other fafe Mode, to Major Camac, for 
© the Expences of the Troops under his Command. 


€ Fort William, We are, &c. 
© 7th September 1780: 


« Agreed, That we write the followirig Letter to Major Camac: 


¢ Sir, 

d ‘ The Rajah of Benates being indebted to the Company in the Sum of 
« Four Lacks of Mutchiladar Rupees, we have fent Orders to our Refident 
© at that Place to demand inimediate Payment of it, and to remit the Amount, 
« when rectived, to you, by Shroff Bills, if poffible, or by any other fafé™* 
* Mode, for the Purpofe of defraying the Expences of the Troops undtr 
© your Command. e defire, therefore, that on the Receipt of the Remit- 
* tances made you by the Refident at Benares, you will appropriate them to 
© the Service for which they are intended. _ 

‘ Having thought proper to ddd the Corps of Foreign Rangers now at 
‘ Cawnpore to the Detachment under your Command, the Commander in 
‘ Chief has been requefted to iffue the neceflary Orders for carrying this 
¢ Refolution into Effect. 


¢ Fort William, ' We are, &c. 
¢ ath September 1780. 


"eee ce A EI SETI DCSE ATE RIO RDNA NETS L EIT 


¢ (+) EX TRAC T of the Procéedings of the Governor General and Council 
‘ of Bengal, in their Public Department, gth October 1780. 


« Extract of Letter from the Refident at Benares, dated 27th September 1780. 


© J have received the Honour of your Letter of thé 7th Inftant, and have 
© fignified your Commands to the Rajah; he has promifed to difcharge the 
© Balance of his Subfidy, being Rupees 2,43,000, in the Courfe of a few 
© Days. I am treating with the Shroffs for a Remittatice to Major Camac,; 
¢ and imagine I fhall be able to effect it by Bills from them for the whole 
© Amount. 


San vv ne a EN 
(-+ ) Read from the fame Report. 
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¢(@) EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor Genera! and Council 
‘ of Bengal, in their Public Department, 26th Oétober 1780. 


¢ The following Letger from the Refident at Benares having been circulated, 
© was returned with the following Minute: _, 


¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, : 
¢ I think it incumbent ypon me to inform you that the Rajah, notwithftand- 
© ing his folemn Affurances, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his 
* Subfidy, fpecified in my Addrefs of the 27th Ultimo. He has refumed his 
¢ Plea of Inability; and I can form no Opinion how long he may think proper 
© to protract the Payment. 
¢ T remain, 
¢ Benares, ¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. 

sth October 1780. ‘ (Signed) F. FOWKE, 

© Refident at Benares. 


© Governor General. 

¢ Such an Inftance of Contempt fhewn by the Rajah of Benares to the Au- 
‘ thority of this Government, at a Time in which his Fidelity and Gratitude 
‘ for the many Obligatiens which he owes to it ought to have prompted him 
¢ to make a voluntary Tender of that Aid which he now refufes, after repeated 
‘ Promifes to grant it, merits fome Mark at leaft of the Refentment of the 
© Board : For that Reafon I muft recommend that Mr. Fowke be directed to 
« demand inftant Payment of the Balance due of his Subfidy; and if he fhall 
‘ not have paid it at the Time of the Receipt of this Letter, to exact fi m 
¢ him, in the Name of the Board, the further Sum of One Lack of Rupees, as 
© a Fine for his paft Difobedience, That to enforce this Order, Brigadier 
© General Stibbert be directed to iffue Orders to the Commanding Officers of 
¢ the Battalions of the neareft Stations to Benares to march immediately to 
‘ that Place, and to wait fuch Orders as may be hereafter tranfmitted to them ; 
‘ in the mean Time, the Board may be informed of the Reception given by the 
© Rajah to the prefent Order, and it is hoped that it may be fuch as fhall ren- 
¢ der it unneceffary to proceed to Extremities againft him. 


« (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


‘ T acquiefce, though I hope the Threat will be fufficient. 
¢ (Signed) P. FRANCIS. 
‘ Agreed. « (Signed) FE. WHELER. 


© Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Refident at Benares: 


« Sir, 

© ‘We have received your Letter of the sth Inftant, informing us that the 
Rajah, notwithftanding his folemn Affurances, has hitherto paid no Part 
of the Balance of his Subfidy fpecified in your Addrefs of the 27th Ultimo; 
that he had refumed his Plea of Inability, and that you could form no Opi- 
nion how long he might think proper to protract the Payment. 

« This Conduct of the Rajah feems to us without Excufe; we direct there- 
‘ fore, that you demand inftant Payment of the Balance due of his Subfidy; 
« and if he fhall not haye difcharged it at the Time of your Receipt of this Let- 
© ter, that you exaét from him, in the Name of the Board, the further Sum of 
© One Lack of Rupees, as a Fine for his paft Difobedience. To enforce the 
* Compliance due to our Authority, and the Payment of the Sum required of 
« him, we have given Orders that the Battalions at the Stations neareft to Be- 
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(@) Read from the fame Report. 
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¢ nares fhould march immediately to that Place, and wait for fuch Direétions as 
‘ may hereafter be tran{finitted to the Officer commanding them. 

¢ Fort William, ‘ Weare, &c.’ 
© y9th October 1780.’ 





© (@) EXTRACT of Secret So Bengal, dated agth November 
‘ : a 


¢ Par. 36. We have thought it neceffary to require from the Rajah of Be- 
¢ nares the fame Subfidy for the enfuing Year that he paid in the laft, as his 
‘ Proportign of his Expence of the War. He for fome Time hefitated to 
‘ comply with the Demand, and we were obliged to refolve on Meafures of 
‘ Compulfion; but he has fince paid the Amount, and we have {topped the 
¢ Execution of thofe Meafures, The Support which he receives on this 
‘ Government, to whom he owes all that he poffeffes; the known Affluence 
© of his Circumftances, notwithftanding his Pretexts to the contrary; and the 
© Intereft which he poffeffes in Chief over all other Perfons fubject to us, in 
¢ the Company’s Profperity and Succéfs, have induced us to require of him 
‘ the Affiftance of fuch a Body of Cavalry as he can fpare for the Company’s 
¢ Employ, under a Promife made to him that their Services will not be required 
© beyond the Continuance of the War, We have alfo ftrongly recommended 
¢ to the Nabob Vizier to require from Fyzoola Cawn the Quota of Troops, 
« confifting of 5,000. Horfe, itipulated by Treaty to be furnifhed by the latter; 
« and we do not doubt of his ready Obedience to the Requifition. 





© (*%) EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council, in 
‘ their Secret Department ; dated 3d February 1781. 


CL. - ee from the Rajah of Benares the fame Subfidy for the en- 
« fuing Year that he paid in the laft. One Lack paid immediately, the re- 
‘ maining Four Lacks not paid until the 18th Oétober. 

« The Affiftance of a Body of Cavalry required from him, to be returned 
¢ at the Conclufion of the War.’ 





( y} Read from the fame Report. 
(3K ) Read from the fame Report, 
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(@) ‘ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. 8c. 


¢ Sir, : 

© When { had laft the Honour of feeing you, I more than once urged my 
« Reafons for thinking that the Rebellion of Raja Cheit Sing was but a Part 
‘ of a larger and mofe eXtenfive Plan, which was, by the good Fortune of 
© your Arrival, prematurely brought forward before all the Parties to it were 
© united and properly prepared for Action. In Support of this Belief, and 
‘ to prove that 1 am far from being fitigle in the Efpoufal of it, I beg Leave 
© to trouble you with fome Extracts from the Letters I have received from 
* Colonel Hannay, written from the Time of the firft breaking our of the Re- 
é bellion to my Returh to Lucknow. His Situation for obtaining the Know- 
¢ ledge he imparts, his Experience, and his Judgment to guide what he ad- 
« vances, muft make his Sentiments of Weight and Authenticity. 

«In his Letter of the 8th September from Fyzabad, fearcely Ten Days after 
‘ he had fet about obeying the Nabob Vizier’s Orders to march with his Force 
‘ to your Affiftance, he writes, « That the whole Country on the Eaft Side 
«¢ of the Gogra was in Arms and Rebellion; his own Troops deferting, and 
*« the fingle Companies fcarcely able to join other Detachments ; the Forts 
«© of Gurruckpore, Bilma, and Dumredgunge, taken from the Atimils by the 
© Zemindars, and that even Hircarrahs cannot pafs; fo that all Communi- 
t cation of Intelligence from his othet Detachments under Majot M‘Donald, 
© Captain Williams, and Lieutenant Gordon, was cut off and at an End.” 
© He adds, « This Town (Fyzabad) has more the Appearance of belonging 
to Cheit Sing than the Vizier. The Begums have placed Guards to prevent 
«* any of my People going to the Bazar in it. Within thefe few Days Shaake 
‘’ Cawn, with near 1,000 Horfe and Foot, has marched from hence to Be- 
t nares (they were raifed here) and 1 muft confefs, that for my own Part I 
“© have no Doubt but Juwar Ally Khan and Béhar Ally Khan, through their 
© Agents, have ftirred up all the Difturbances which extend from hence to 
‘* Powez and Azimgur. I have fent Hoolafs Ray to the Begum, to enquire 
“ into the Reafon of my People being prevented from going into the Town, 
‘¢ Cheyt Sing’s being fuffered to raife Troops here, and why her Servants at- 
‘< tempted to prevent my getting Boats to tranfport the Company’s Guns and 
‘© Horfe from Amora? J have alfo defired that fhe will give Orders for feiz- 
ing the Family of Shaake Cawn (above mentioned); and when Hoolafs 
« Roy returns, I will wriece you her Anfwer. In Kyrabad, Shylack, and all 
‘ the Country on the Weft Side of the Gogra, between Fyzabad and Kyrabad 
“ Beid-amley, in Perfection; the Aumils flying before the Gongwars, and 
** Cannon firing at all Hours. Cheyt Sing has fent Money to Futty Saw, 
‘© Ghinoo Roy, Ajectmul, Zalim Sing, and all the refractory Rajahs, to en- 
‘© able them to raife Men.—TI this Moment received Gordon’s Account of the 
‘** Lofs of his Detachment, which puts my March to join you out of the 
“© Queftion—it happened by the Villainy of the Phoufdar of Tanda, Shum- 
* fhur Khan, a Cheelah of Bahar Ally Khan, who turned his Guns upon the 
“ Detachment; and an unfordable Nullah in Front, and many Thoufands 
‘ of Rajepouts, who had fought them all the Way from Chowra Gaut, made 
“« the Sepoys defpair. Zalem Sing and Puttypaul Sing mean to attack 
‘© M‘Donald To-morrow with 2,100 Men. Behar Ally Khan deferves Death, 
** as the Lofs of Gordon’s Detachment can only be imputed to him. His 
‘¢ Cheelak would never have acted fo daring a Part without Orders from him. 
«© Juwar Ally Khan, in the Choke of Fyzabad, afks every Man who bears 
‘ the Appearance of a Soldier, why he goes not to Cheit Sing for Service. J 
‘ mention thefe Circumftances, that you may mention them to Mr. Haftings 
‘ and the Nabob, and the neceffary Steps be immediately taken to prevent 
« what Delay will render a very ferious Matter. A few Days more will lead 
*« the Ferment which is here to Lucknow. If the Nabob infifts upon my 
*« proceeding, I muft bring every Body with me, for whoever is left behind 
*¢ will be facrificed.”’ 
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(@) Read from Appendix, N° 1. to the Supplement to the Second ee from the Select 
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« On the 7th of September Captain Williams writes— Upon my Arrival 
«here I found that Part of Futty Saw’s, Ghunoo Roy’s, and Ajee]mull’s 
«¢ People, had croffed to Manjowlay. They have been urged to this Step by 
«¢ Cheyt Sing, who has fupplied them with a confiderable Sum of Money, and 
«© promifed them great Suis, if they will put the whole Country into Confu- 
*© fien ; 5,000 Men are on the oppofite Side of the River ready to crofs ; 
«¢ Futty Saw has written to all his Adherents to be in Arms; Saadit Ally and 
<* che Begums are concerned deeply in the late Bufinefs.” In a fubfequent 
* Letter, received immediately after the above, but without Date, Colonel 
‘ Hannay fays, “I have before told you how violently the Begum’s People 
“< inflame the prefent Difturbances; and, in Addition to this, the principal 
‘© Zemindars and Rajahs have all Certificates, under the Seal of Cheyt Sing, 
that he will fupply them with whatever Money they may require for fubfitt- 
ing ali the Troops they can raife. Ina very fhort Time J apprehend the 
greateft Part of che Nabob’s Dominions will be in the State we are in here; 
and it is the general Belief of every Man in this Part of the Country, that 
the Conduét I have related is a concerted Plan for the Fxtirpation of the 
Englifh, What may be the Sicuation of the reft of the Nabob’s Dominions 
I know not; but it is moft certain, that from Goonda to Manjee, and from 
Fyzabad to the Benares Diftriét, and acrof. from the Gogra to the Ganges, 
the Country is in the utmoft Ferment. Should the prcfent Difturbances 
proceed from a Plan of Policy, it will be concealed from you as much as 
poffible, and therefore I take all poffible Means of communicating to you 
what I really know to be Fact. I know not whether the Dawks pafs free- 
iy from you to Lucknow ; but if they do not, and no Meafure is immedi- 
ately taken to bring about Order, and draw the Troops together, we may 
be deprived of all poffible Means of affifting one another, and the Army 
loft by detached Regiments. We have no Communication with Bengal, 
and the Troops on this Side Benares are at prefent too much feparated to 
yield one another timely Affiftance. I hope to God a fufficient Force 1s 
ordered for the Reduction of Cheyt Sing; for the People who are daily fent to 
him, Horfe and Foot, from Fyzabad, and the Seat of Rebellion | have be- 
fore named, is very great.” 

‘ In the next of the 13th he fays, ‘It isimpoffible, in the general Infurrec- 
tion which now reigns almoft univerfally, for me to get the Force together 
the Nabob demanded, or to force my Way to you with a lefs. The great- 
e(t Anarchy prevails. The prefent Infurrection is faid, and believed, to be 
with an Intention to expel the Englifh. I am compelled to give up all the 
Country below Goonda. Be upon your Guard agatnft the Vizier, for there 
are many Circumftances to make me believe he means to efpoufe the Caufe 
of Cheyt Sing; the Begums have almoft themfelves recruited for him.” 
‘In his Letter of the 18th he fays, ‘© If you meet with but a Check at 
Benares, every Man in the Country is ready to fall upon your fcattered 
Parties. The State of the Vizier’s Dominions is in general beyond De- 
{cription; the Infurrection is not partial, but generally fpread through- 
out the Whole, though it rages moft violently in the Mahls of Sul- 
tanpore, the Mahls fom Fyzabad to the Benares Country, the Mahls 
on this (Baft) Side of the Gogra, and in Koonary, Kyrabad, and Sy- 
lack; and if I may truft to the Information I receive, it is already be- 
«© gun, and will foon rage as violently, in the Shajihempore, Rohilcund, 
«© Kafa, and the Douab. I have already and repeatedly informed you of the 
«* Difpofitions of thofe in Power in Fyzabad, which has in fat been one of 
the great Sources of the Infurrection, and the Place of all others in the 
«© Vizier’s Dominions which has fupplied Cheye Sing with the greateft 
« Number of Troops. The old Begum does, in the moft open and 
«© violent Manner, foanor Cheyt Sing’s Rebellion and the Infurrection ; 
«© and the Nabob’s Mother’s accurfed Eunuchs are not lefs indultrious 
<‘ than thofe of the Burra Begum. Capital Examples of Jewar Ally Khan 
«and Behar Ally Khan would, I am perfuaded, have the very beft Ef- 
« fe&.”—On the 2oth he fays, after re-ftating his own itominent Danger, 
«© T have already written you fo fully my Reafons of being convinced of the 
“¢ Treachery practifed at Fyzabad, and which, I am afraid, extends to your 
“ Camp, that I need fay no more on the Subject,” and again mentions the ge 
« neral Infurrection. The Truth of thefe Pofitions I found moft fully proved 
© upon my Return, but obferved in particular, that the molt vigorous Effoits 
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« were limited to the Jaygurdars, amongft whom the Begums, Fyzullah 
‘ Khan, and Lutteefeet Ally Khan, diftinguifhed themfelves. However, 
‘ the Nabob’s Return, the Victories gained by the Troops with you in the to- 
¢ tal Reduction of Cheyt mesh Country, and the March of the Two Regiments 
« from Cawnpore to our Affiftance here, have upitedly contributed to reftore 
¢ Matters nearly to their ufual Tranquillity. The Example moft neceffary to 
¢ be made of the Two aétive and turbulent Eunuchs, mentioned by Colonel 
« Hannay, remains yet to be done, as well as of a Villain now in Confine- 
¢ ment, who had affembled 5,000 Gongwars for the avowed Purpofe of 
¢ refcuing Two principal State Prifoners from their Confinement with the 
¢ Nabob, and, as it is univerfally believed, to make an Attempt upon the 
‘ Treafury, for which he had fixed the Day of the Dufsarah; but was moft 
¢ happily detected, feized only a Day before by the Vigilance of the Cutwal, 
¢ and the Fact proved by Papers found in his Houfe. Unlefs Spirits of this 
« Sort be controuled, the worft of Confequences may be expected from the 
¢ Neglect, fhould (which God avert !) any frefh Opportunities occur. 
‘ J have the Honour to be, &c. 
¢ Lucknow, (Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 
* October 17th, 1781. 
A true Copy. 
‘ (Signed) E. Hay, 
Sub Secretary to the 
Honourable Board. 





(#) ‘TRANSLATION of the Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheit Sing, 
‘ for the Zemindary of Gauzypore, Benares, &c. 


© Be it known to the Mutfidies in Office, prefent and to come, Cannoongoes, 
© Mutchudums, Ryotts, Cultivators, to all the Inhabitants and People refi- 
‘ dent and belonging to Sircar Benares, Gauzypore, and Chunara, in the 
‘ Soubah of Illahabad, That whereas by virtue of a Treaty with the Nabob 
© Afoph ul Dowlah, concluded on the 20th Rubby ul Owal 1189 Hegree, or 
aift May 1775, the Government and Sovereignty of the Sircars above- 
mentioned has been ceded to the Honourable Eaft India Company, from 
the 4th of Jummaddy-ul-Owal 1189 Hegree, or 4th July 1775: The faid 
Eaft India Company therefore, in virtue of the Rights thereby obtained, 
do confirm unto Raja Cheit Sing the Zemindary, Aumerry, and Foujedarry 
of the faid Sircars, agreeably to the Zemmen, together with the Cutwallies 
of Juanpore and Benares, arid the Mint of Benares, from the faid Date; 
whatever Gold and Silver fhall be coined in the faid Mint, the faid Raja 
fhall coin conformably to his Mutchulcka. He is not to be in the {malleft 
Particular remifs in the Obfervation and Execution of the feveral Duties 
Incumbent in him; he is to behave with Moderation and- Kindnefs to the 
Ryotts and People, to promote the Cultivation, and Increafe of Inhabi- 
tants, and Produce of the Lands, expelling Thieves, Nightly Affaulters, 
and Robbers, and fo effectually punifhing the Difturbers of the Peace, , 
that no Trace of them may be feen; and he is to pay a Tribute of 23,40,249 
Benares Mutchuldar Rupees, or 22,66,180 Calcutta Siccas, Annually to 
the Company’s Treafury. Should he receive Orders to pay the above Re- 
venue at Benares, he fhall in that Cafe pay the Sum of 23,40,249 Benares 
Mutchlidar Rupees, each Rupee to weigh 10 Mafha, and to contain Two 
Xuttec and Two Chowls of Alloy, and no more; fhould the Weight be lefs, 
or the Alloy more, he fhall make up the Deficiency. Whenever the Money 
fhall not be wanted at Benares, he is to remit the annual Amount of 23,66,180 
of Sicca Rupees, punétually, agreeably to his Kifts, and by Monthly Pay- 
ments, at Calcutta; in confideretion of which he thall be allowed a Deduc- 
tion of ‘Two per Cent. amounting in all to Sicca Rupees 44,434.14. 5 . 
Account of Hindownny or Exchange; which being deducted, the net 
Amount is 22,21,745. 1. 7 Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, which he isto pay 
at that Place. After the Settlement of Accounts at the End of the Year, 
he thal], in the cuftomary Manner, receive Credit for his Payments; and 
‘ he‘is by no Means to colleé& the prohibited Abfaub of the Durgah of His 
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¢ Majefty. This Sunnud being granted, is to remain in force, and all for- 
* mer Sunnuds to become null and void. You, the Mutfuddies and Perfons 
* above mentioned, are to regard the faid Raja as truly and lawfully poffeffed 
« of the Zemindary, Aumeeny, and Foujedarry of the above Sircars, and to 
‘€ acknowledge his Authority in the feveral Aéts appertaining thereunto: 
« Know, that we have here iffued the moft ftri& and pofitive Commands, and 
© obey them accordingly. 
© Written on the ath of Suffer 17 Sun, or 15th April 1776. 
‘(Signed) — By the Governor General and Council. 


¢ The Zimmeen. 

‘ The Office of the Zemindary of Sircar Benares, Gazypore, Chundara, and 
¢ Cutwally, the Duties, and the Mint in the Soubah of Illahabad, have been 
‘ conferred upon the great Chief Raja Cheit Sing Behadre, alfo the Aumeene, 
« and Fojedarry Mahals, 19; viz. 


‘ Sircar Benares. 

¢ Chundara. 

¢ Sircar Gazapore. 

‘ Mahls of Jaimpore, comprehending Maul and Duties. 

© Havily Mah? Abad Benares. 

« The Caus Daums, or for fupplying Cloathing to the King. 
¢ Purgunna Bhadawy. 

« The Tallock of Sacramow in Chundar. 

Suktufgur. 

Bidgeypore. 

Sikunderpore. 

Khereed Shadyabad. 

¢ Tuppa Serringa, 

© The Cutwally and Duties of Benares, free 

<« [PD Dp of Jaunpore, D° 
< 
< 


a nA wa 


The Mohal of the Mint of Benares, -D° 
The Benares Mukeemi, or Brokerage. 
The Sungwuzzennee, or Stone Weighing of Benares, and the other 
¢ Mahals. 
« The Yautefauby, or Office of Matteeffub of Benares. 
¢ A true Copy. 
« (Signed) E. Hay, 
¢ Sub Secretary tq the 
« Governor General agd Council.’ 





(@) ‘ COPY of a Pottah, granted to Cheyt Sing. 


< The Pottah, containing the under-written Stipulations, is granted unto 
© Raja Chyte Sing Behader. 


¢ Sircar Benares, Gazepore, Chunar, and the Mahls of Sircar, of Jaunpore, 
¢ comprehending the Mahal and Duties, Havily Mahomed Abaub Benares, the 
© Khaus Daums, in Pergunna Bhaderry, Talook of Sunkeramon, in Purgunna 
* Chunar, Suklefgurra, Bijeypore, Sircar Gauzypore, Purgunnah Sekunder- 
« pore, Khered Shady, Abaud Patna Seerringa, including the Cutwally Duties 
© of Juanpore and Benares, the Mint of Benares, the Mokumey Yalifaub, 
‘ and Stone Weighing, both Maul and Duties; and the Duanna Duftoor, 
‘ excepting the Narcar of Half the Jaghur of Bhadury, the exempted Jag- 
‘ hurs, and Aymu, which have been inferted for a Length of Time in the 
« Accounts as Deductions: All the Articles of the Taheed are fettled upon 
© you from the 4th of Jaumaudyul Awaul 1189 Hijeree, or the 4th of July 
© 1775 Englifh, at a Stipulation per Amount of 23,40,249 Mahider Benares 
© Rupees, not fhort of the Weight of 10 Mafha each, and not containing a 
© greater Portion of Alloy than Two Ruttus and Two Beringi, agreeably to 





( @ ) Read from the fame Appendix. 
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your Muchulka and Cabuleat. This Jam you will therefore pay. But 
fhould it not fuit the Convenience of the Company to receive it at Benares, 
you are to pay it in Calcutta, in Sicca Rupees of Calcutta, amounting in 
which Specie to 22,66,180 Sicca Rupees. The Amount of the Hindooaum 
or Exchange allowed you, at the Rate of Two per Cent. is Rupees 
44;434. 14. 5, which being Weducted, the net Sum will be 22,21,745. 1615 
Sicca Rupees of Calcutta. This you are to pay without the leaft Deduétion 
or Depreciation whatever, in the Courfe of each Year, by monthly Pay- 
ments, agreeably to your feparate Kiftbundy. This yoware to pay without 
any Allowance for Seebundy; you will remit the Money to Calcutta with- 
out fail, conformably to the faid Kiftbundee. 





KUBBOOLYAT or Agreement executed by Raja Chite Sing, for the 
Zemindary of Benares, &c. 


© Whereas a Treaty has been concluded between the Finglifh Eaft India Com- 
pany and the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla Chea Cawn Behadre, Huzzubber Jung, 
Nazim of the Souba of Illahabad, under Date the 2oth of Rubbee ul Awail 
1189 Hegiree, or the arft of May 1775 Chriftian, whereby the-Sovereignty 
of the Sircars Benares, Gauzypore, Chunara, &c. hath been ceded to the 
Englith Eaft India Company from the 4th of Jamady ul Awal 1189 Hegiree, 
or the 4th of July 1775 Chriftian; and the Company having granted the 
Zemindarry, the Aumeeny and the Foujedarry of the aforefaid Sircars, toge- 
ther with the Curwallies of Benares and Guanpore, &c. the Mint of Benares, 
unto me from the above Date, I do hereby voluntarily confent and agree, 
under my Hand, that whatever Coins fhall be ftruck in the faid Mint, fhall 
be conformably to a feparate Obligation, which I have executed under Date 
the 2sth of Zihiza, in the 17th Year of the Reign, and delivered to the 
Government for the Company. Ic fhall be my Duty to do every Thing 
that may be needful and uleful for the Intereft and Security of the Country ; 
to provide for the Welfare of the Inhabitants ; to be attentive to the Increafe 
of Cultivation, and Improvement of the Revenues; to ufe my Endcavours 
in fuch Manner to expel Robbers and Affaffins, and to punifh Offenders of 
every Kind, that not a Trace of them may be left; and pay the Annual 
Revenue of Government, being at Benares Matchledar Rupees of Benares 
23,40,249, each Rupee to weigh no lefs than 10 Mafha, and to contain no 
more Alloy than Two Ruttas and Two Chaul, any Deficiency of the Standard 
9 be made good. If the Government fhal] not have Occafion to receive the 
ame at Benares, J will in fuch Cafe pay it at Calcutta annually, by monthly 
Payments, according to Kiftbundy, and conformably to the Fuzel Zillor. 
Particulars in the Margin, the Sum being Calcutta Sicca Rupees 22,66,180, 
including Nuzzooranna, &c. but deduéting, on Account of Hyndooaum or 
Exchange, a Premium of Two per Cent. which Premium of Two per Cent. 
upon the whole Sum, being Sicca Rupees 44,434- 14. 5, I will accordingly 
deduct from, remitting the Remainder to the Company’s Treafury at Cal- 
cutta; fo that, dfter the Deduction of Exchange, I fhall pay Nett, and 
without further Deduction, into the Treafury at Calcutta, the Sum of Cal- 
cutta Sicca Rupees 22,21,746. 1. 15, at the End of each Year.—After Pay- 
ment of the fame, and obferving the Conditions agreed upon, I fhall receive 
a Releafe or Difcharge in full; wherefore 1 have written the Agreement, to be 
adhered to accordingly. 

‘In the Margin follows a Lift, dated asth Suffer, 17th Sun, of the 


Monthly Inftalments, correfponding with the 1 th April 1776 Chriftian. 
(Signed) By the Raja. 





Seal of the 
Raja. 
A true..Copy. ~~ 
{Signed)  E. May, 
Sub Secretary to the Governor 
General and Council. 





ISAAC 


* 
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(#) < fSAAC EATON, Major of Infantry, in the Service of the United 
¢ Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Eatt Indies, maketh Oath 
* and faith, That the annexed Papers, refpectively marked A, B, C, D, and 
* E, are, as they purport to be, Copies of Letters vefpectively written and re- 
* ceived by this Deponent s and that he did believe, from the beft Information 
‘ which he had received at the Time of writing the Letters purporting to 
* be written by him, this Deponent, that the Subject Matter thereof was true, 
and ftill believes the fame to be true. And this Deponent further faith, 
That he hath at divers Times written feveral Perfian Letters eo the Rajah 
Cheit Sing, containing Complaints of a like Nature; and that he hath not 
to this Hour been able to procure Redrefs from the faid Rajah of the Com- 
plaints contained in the annexed Letters, or in the faid Perfian Letters ; that 
the faid Rajah had at different Times inveigled the Sepoys under the Com- 
mand of this Deponent to defert, and enter into his Service; and that from 
the general Conduct of the faid oa and his People, this Deponent verily 
believes that the faid Rajah was difaffected to the Englith Government, and 
withed the Subverfion of the fame: And further faith, That he hath com- 
manded the Fort or Government of Buxar, on the Frontiers of the Com- 
pany's Poffeffions, and next adjoining to thofe of the Zemindary of the faid 
Rajah Cheit Sing, for the Space of Three Years and an Half, and from his 
Office and Situation had frequent Experience of the Difpofition of the faid 


Rajah, and of his People. 
© (Signed) ISAAC EATON. 
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Sworn this gth Day of 
¢ December in the Year 
© 1781, before me 
¢ (Signed) E. Impey. 


¢ A crue Copy of the original Affidavrt, 
‘ (Signed) K. Hay; 
« Sub Secretary to the 
© Gov’ Gen' and Council. 


A. 
‘ To Thomas Graham, Efquire, Company’s Refident at Benares. 


« Sir, 

‘ From the many contemptuous and difrefpectful Letters and Meffages re- 
‘ ceived in Anfwer to the different Applicationsmade by me to the Phouf- 
¢ dars, Aumils, Zemindars, &c. of Cheit Sing’s Country, on various Subjects, 
‘ I find myfelf obliged to addrefs you in this public Manner, in Hopes of a 
‘ Redrefs from your Reprefentation to the Rajah: And in order to fhew you 
© their Dilinclination to affift the Company, or oblige me, I fhall here men- 
* tion the Heads of Two or Three Circumftances, as I have had Occafion to 
‘ write to them upon.—About 16 or 18 Months ago a Boat with Two 
‘ Twenty-four Pounders, belonging to the Honourable Company, going to 
‘ Chunar, was funk a little above Beerpoor, oa the Ground belonging to the 
© Village of Seerpoor : In confequence, I applied to the Zemindar of Beer- 
‘ poor to affift me in endeavouring to weigh the Boat, at the fame Time pro- 
« miling a Reward to fuch People as he could let me have. Inftead of com- 
¢ plying with my Requeit, he returned me an infolent Anfwer, faying, he had 
« feen many Fringies; who was he? meaning me; that he was Rajah 
© Behadre’s Servant, not mine, and would therefore give me no Affiftance 
* without his Orders. 

‘¢ T then wrote to the Phoufdur of Imaumadabad, who made a Shew of Af- 
« fiftance, by fending Thirty or Forty Men. As they could be of little or no 
© Ufe, I collected together, from Buxar and Budgepoor, as many as | poffibly 
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© could, with whom I went, and examined the Spot, and found it impracticable, 
‘from the Rapidity of the River, at that Time to weigh the Guns, had 
‘1 been fupplied with the Number of People requited. On my mak- 
‘ing known to the Board the Impoflibility of their being got at, I was 
‘ ordered to fix a Buoy to the Boat, and poft a Guard on the Banks 
‘ neareft to the Place, in order to prevent its being cut away, in Hopes 
«the Courfe of the River might alter fufficiently this Seafon to admit 
‘ of their being taken up. I gave the Cammand of the Guard to a Naick, 
‘ who formerly refided at thé Village of Seerpoor, as 1 thought him 
© the likelieft Perfon to get the Affitance of the Country People when J might 
« wantthem. The Naick came to me about a Month or Six Weeks ago, and 
‘informed me the Buoy and Maft were cut away in thé Night by fome 
© of the Muttaks either of Seerpoor, Beerpoor, or Barrow; that if 1 would 
¢ permit him to go and refide amongft thofe People for a Week or Fortnight, 
‘ he would find out who cut it away, as he had Reafon to fufpect the Zemin- 
« dars, having previoufly heard that fuch a Thing was in Agitation. I per- 
‘ mitted him to go, and in Ten Days he returned, and informed me, Two 
« Muttaks belonging to one of the Villages told him they knew the People, 
© but it was as much as their own and their Families Lives were worth to di- 
© vulge it, as-the Zemindars had threatened the Life of any Perfon who fhould 
‘ inform the Fringhies; adding, ‘* the Guns would be ufeful to themfelves, as 
«¢ the Englifh would not poffefs the Country long.” I wrote to the Phouf- 
¢ dars, Butch Sing Tauckaury, and Meer Auffin, of Imaundabad Pergunnah, 
¢ of Scringy Pergunnah, to deliver up the Mhuttahs of the different Villages, 
¢ at leaft thofe who had cut away the Buoy. In Confequence, I obtained\an 
¢ Order on the Zemindars and Cutwalls for their being delivered up, but t 
© Cutwall of Imaumadabad refufed, faying, he did not know me; that if J 
« wanted them, or any Thing elfe, I fhould fight him for it before 1 fhould 
‘ have it; at the fame Time, collecting a Mob, he drew his Sword, and made 
¢ a Cut at One of my People, which he defended with his Firelock, or 
« would moft probably been killed. Upon this being reported to me, I fent 
‘ a Party of Sepoys, with Orders not to make any Difturbance, tur if any 
« Refiftance was made, to bring the Cutwall a Prifoner to me. Before the 
© Sepoys could get there, the Mhuttahs were fent, but thofe which gave the 
¢ Information to the Naick, and which were the People I wanted, were not 
‘ among the Number; upon my enquiring where they were, I was told that 
¢ one was dead, and the other gone to Calcutta. 

« The Practice of drawing their Swords upon my People is very frequent. 

¢ Whenever I have Occafion to fend them into the Country, either for Provi- 
© fions or Bambdos, Straw, or any other Article ] may want for my Garrifon, 
‘or the Troops under my Command, although I write to them in the moft 
© polite and civil Manner for the fimalleft Article, and never fuffer any Perfon 
< under me to take the Value of a Straw without paying for it; notwithftand- 
¢ ing which, they will not fupply me with any thing by Confent, but on the 
« contrary, abufe my People in the moft grofs Manner; and frequently, when 
« the Gentlemen belonging to this Station have fent thejr Servants to pur- 
‘ chafe Things, they have been beat in the moft cruel Manner. 

‘© The Zemindars of Narrdimpore, Beerpore, and Choufah, make a common 
‘ Practice of {topping Boats, although they have regular Rowannahs and 
‘ Paffports from Government. On my fending to know the Reafons for their 
‘ detaining them, they make ufe of the moft difrefpectful Invectives againit 
¢ the Company and me; particularly the Zemindar of Narrainpoor, who not 
« long ago confined one of the Chowdries of Buxar Bayzars for Ninetten Days 
‘ in Irons, and made him pay for another Man Fifty-three Rupees. Upon 
‘my writing him on the Subject, to know why he confined him, he drew 
‘ his Sword on the Sepoy I fent, and returned by him a verbal Anfwer, that 
© if the Chowdry came on his Side the River, he would cut his Nofe and 
« Ears off, and make him pay as much more. 

‘ Indeed, from the many Inftances I have experienced of the Infolence of the 
‘ feveral Zemindars, and the many Complaints I have made to their different 
* Phoufdars gf them, 1 have every Reafon to belieye they are encouraged by 
‘them. I fhall therefore gonfider myfelf obliged, by your procuring for 
« me, from phe Rajah, an Order for fuch Articles as 1 may have aire 9 
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* ..* for, on my paying the cuftomary Price; as, by that Means, it will prevent 
* any further Trouble. 
) ‘ I have the Honour to be, 
® * Boxar, « Sir, 
* 23 May 1779. ‘ Your very obedient 
. 3 ¢ humble Servant, 
© (Signed) ISAAC EATON. 


« A true Copy of the Tranfcript enclofed 
¢ in the foregoing Affidavit. 
ae (Signed) E. Hay, 
_ © Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
« Governor General and Council. 


¥ 


B. 
if 
* To Francis Fowke, Efquire, Company’s Refident, Benares. 


. Sir, 
* On the 27th Auguft, I did myfelf the Pleafure of addreffing you on a 
‘ Subject which I conceived of great Moment to the Company, or at leaft to 
‘ me, as it ftruck at their Authority as well as mine; but it not being taken 
‘ Notice of by you, I fhould fupppofe it had not come to Hand, and there- 
‘ fore I enclofe a Copy ; and beg you will, on Receipt hereof, intereft yourfelf 
‘* with the Rajah to give me ample Satisfaction for fuch Behaviour, otherwife, 
“in fupport of my own Confequence, I fhall be obliged to apply to the 
* Board for Redrefs, or for Leave to do myfelf Juftice; for at prefent, the 
‘ Inhabitants of this Country are in fuch a rebellious State, that within a 
‘ Mile of me they refufe to fell the fmalleft Article wanting, either for 
« myfelf or the Troops under my Command, notwithftanding I addrefs them 
© in the moft polite Manner by Letter, for the moft trifling Thing. It is but 
* Yefterday the Jemaultdar of Narrainpoor treated me with the greateft 
‘ Contempt, by throwing a Letter I fent him on the Ground, and treading 
“on it. The Contents were to requeft he would fend Two or Three Du- 
‘ kaunders with Grain, &c. &c. for the Ufe of Captain Crawford’s De- 
‘“ tachment. 
¢ The Jemaultdar at the fame Time made Ufe of the groffeft Abufe againt 
* me and che People I fent, telling them, ‘“* he could raife Four hundred 
«¢ Men; that if the Fringies wanted any Thing, they fhould fight for it.” 
*« This Kind of :Conduét, if not foon put an End to, will be productive of 
« Bloodthed ; for it is impoffible, in my Situation, let what will be the Confe- 
“ quence, to fuffer it, or the People under my Command will be fpit at as 
« they pafs through the Country, and myfelf infuleed ac my Fort Gates. Your 
* fpeedy Reply will much oblige, 


« Sir, 
¢ Your moft obedient 
¢ Buxar, Humble Servant, 
‘ 3d Nov 1780, (Signed) ISAAC EATON. 


‘ Captain commanding. 
« A true Copy of the Tranfcript enclofed 
‘ in the aforegoing Affidavit. 
¢ (Signed) E. Hay, 
© Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
‘ Governor General andCouncil. 


C. 
© To Captain I. Eaton, commanding the Fort at Buxar. 
¢ Sir, 
c] haye but this Moment received your Favour of the 3d; I am afhamed 
. © Ao fay that the Original of the Copy which you enclofed came to Hand in 
‘due Time. All I can fay in Excufe for my Inattention, is a Bilious Fever, 
‘ from which I am now only recovering, and which, during its Continuance, 


* totally incapacitated me for anv Kind of Bufinefs. , 
| | J will 


© 
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« | will immediately apply to the Rajah in che Manner you defire, and re- 
prefent to him the Propriety of punifhing and repreffing the [nfolence of his 


< Servants, and the Neceffity of their affifting the Commander in obtaining 


£ 


Supplies for his Garrifon : However, I think I can ventare to predict, that 


¢ a Recrimination is all che Redrefs I fhall be able to procere; and [am con- 


€ 
€ 
< 


€ 


vinced, that the Interference of the Supreme Council is become abfolutely 
neceffaty to put a Stop to thefe Enormities. The Moment I receive the 
Rajah’s Anfwer, I will give you the Subfance of it, 

© The inclofed will inform you of what has already paffed on this Subjedét. 

« As] have heard nothing from, the Board upon this Subjeét, I conclude 
that my Letter has been paffed over, amidft the Multiplicity of Bufinefs in 


« which the General mutt have found himfelf involved on his Arrival at the 


£ 


< 
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Prefidency. 
‘ J remain, 
x : Sir, 
« Benares, « Your moft obedient 
the 8th November 1780. ‘ humble Servant,v 


¢ (Signed) F. FOWKE, 
© Refident. 
© A true Copy of the Tranfcript inclofed 
« in the eile ll A fiidavit. 
« (Signed) KE. Hay, 
¢ Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
© Governor General and Council. 


D. 
© To Francis Fowke, Efquire, 


¢ Sir, 

‘ I have received your different Favours, and have feen the Purwannah, 
which I am afraid will have little or no Effect, as the whole Country feems 
to be in a State of Ferment. So late ago as the 14th Inftant, Three Gentle- 
men who were proceeding to join the Army were infulted by the Jemault- 
dar of Beerpoore, who not only beat and bruifed their Servants, and after- 
wards robbed them, but cut One of the Gentlemen with a Tulwar acrofs 
the Forehead, and other Parts of the Body, in fo dangerous a Manner, that 
he was fent off from Buxar Yefterday Morning, to have the Affiftance of the ' 
Medical Gentlemen at Patna; but as there is every Appearance of a Frac- 
ture, J am much afraid he will not recover. The other Two ‘Gentlemen, 
after this fhocking Accident, returned here, and propofe remaining with me 
till they hear of Mr. Baffet (the Gentleman wounded) whether he recovers. 
‘ Both the Gentlemen fay, the Stroke was made by the Jamaultdar himfelf; 
upon which I immediately difpatched a Serjeant and Thirty Sepoys, who are 
juft now returned, having brought along with them a Parcel of Black Fel- 
lows from Beerpoor ; but as I have not as yet had Time to enquire into the 
Particulars, I am uncertain whether the Scrutiny will be attended wirh the 
defired Succefs: ] am however relolved to keep the People I already have 
in Confinement Prifoners, until I am able to get to the Bottom of this infa- 
mous Affair. J requeft you will inform the Rajah of my Refolution, that 
he may take the proper Steps to have it cleared up; as this is not the only 
Inftance of the daring and rebellious Spirit of the Natives of Cheyt Sing’s 
D.ftricts, The inclofed :.:l] fhew you a new Species of Fraud and Extortion 
committed by Myup Sing, the Paranporah Jemaultdar, who takes upon him- 
felf the Collection of Duties on Boats paffing his Station, The Serang 
from whom he fqueezed Money has given me the inclofed Account of the 
Matter, drawn up by himfelf, and to which I refer you; and am, 


« Buxar, ¢ Sir, 
the 17th November 1780. « Your moft obedient, 
« humble Servant, 
? (Signed) ISAAC EATON, 


a: . * Captain Commanding. 
ia Copy of the Tranfcript inclofed 


"tn the @eegoing Affidavit. 
. ‘ (Signed) FE. Hay, 
* Sub Secretary to the Honourable 


‘ Governor General and Council. 
‘ To 
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E. 
* To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor Géneral, &c. &c. 


* Gentlemen, 
‘ As J have ever confidered it as an effential Duty incumbent on me, a3 
commanding at this Station, to give every Information in my Power refpect- 
ing the proper and regular Manner of diftributing Juftice, and preventing 
oppreffive Acts and Irregularities, to the Honourable Board; I have em- 
braced this Opportunity of communicating a Piece of Intelligence which, 
from the flagrant Circumftances and daring Spirit of the Natives in this Part 
of the World, requires the maft ferious Attention of the Honourable Board. 
‘ So very lately as the 14th of the current Month Three Gentlemen viz: 
Enfigns Irvine, Horne, and Baffet, being on their Way to join the Aimy, 
were {topped by thefe. Freebooters at Beerpoor, a Village diftant from Buxar 
only Three Cofs, The Jemaultdar, at the Head of a numerous Gang, 
endeavoured, and was very affiduous in picking a Quarrel with the Gentle- 
men’s Servants, Two or Three of whom they cut down with Tulwars, and 
afterwards robbed a Baggage Boat; not yet fatistied with fuch crucl and 
barbarous Treatment, the Jemaultdar (ag Two of the Gentlemen informed 
me) made a Stroke at Mr. Baffet with a Tulwar, and cut him fo defperataly 
acrofs the Forehead, and other Parts of the Body, that he was brought back 
to Buxar, and immediately fent away to Patna, to have the Affiftance of the 
Medical Gentlemen at that Station, though with very little Hopes of Reco- 
very: The other Gentlemen are at prefent with me, waiting the Jfue. Im- 
mediately on receiving the above fhocking Account, I difpatched a Serjeant 
and Thirty Sepoys in queft of the Offenders; and Yefterday the Detachment 
returned, and browght a Number of People Prifoners along with them, 
which J wiJl lofe no Time in examining, apd taking every other Step necef- 
{ary to get to the Bottom of fo daring an Infult. So foon as I am able to 
inveftigate the Matter thoroughly, I will take the earlieft Opportunity of ad- 
dreffing the Honourable Board with the Refult of my Enquiry. 
‘ Asthis is not the only Inftance of the daring and infolent, I may almoft 
fay rebellious, Spirit of the Natives in almoft every Diftrict of Cheit 
Sing’s Country, I have officially made repeated Applications to Mr. Fowke, 
the Refident at Benares, to reprefent thefe Grievances to the Rajah, but 
hitherto without Effect, 
‘ General Coote likewife addreffed Mr. Fowke in confequence of my 
Complaint, a Copy of which I fend inclofed ; alfo Mr. Fowke’s Anfwer to 
the General. Some fhort Time afterwards I had a fecond Infulrt, a Copy 
of which I likewife enclofe you, with his Reply. 
‘ Since writing the above, I have juft had a Third Complaint preferred to 
me againft thefe People, by a Serang that was ftopped by Minfo Sing, the 
Paranpara Jemaultdar, who threatened to murder him if he did not imme- 
diately pay 100 Rupees Duty on a Boat belonging to Major Duff, which 
he at that Time had Charge of, and was condutting to the Prefidency. The 
Account, as wrote by the Scrang himfelf, and delivered by him to me, I have 
inclofed for your Perufal. 
¢ All thefe Circumftances, properly confidered, will evidently fhew the great 
« Neceffity there is of fpeedily falling upon fome Means to put a Stop to fuch 
outrageous Condyét, as at prefent there is no Safety for the Traveiler, either 


by Land or Water. 
‘ IT have the Honour to remain, &c. 
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‘ A true Copy of the Tranfcript 
‘ inclofed in the foregoing Affidavit, 
© (Signed) FE. Hay, 
© Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
© Governor General and Council. 





(#) © Alexander Hannay, Efquire, Lieutenant Colonel in the Service of 

‘ the Honourable United Eaft India Company, maketh Oath, and faith, 
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(  ) Read from the fame Appendix. 
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That in the Month of September laft (1781) he commanded a Body of 
‘Troops, Horfe and Foot, inthe Service of the Nabob Vizier: That on the 
roth of that Month, being encamped at Rygunge, near Fayzabad, em- 
ployed in tranfporting the faid Troops acrofs the River Gogra, in order 
to act againft the Infurgents to the Northward of that River, in the Evening 
he received Intimation, from a Perfon living in the Zenana, that the Nabob 
Begum, Grandmother to the Nabob Vizier Afoph ul Dowla, had, through 
her Agents, prevailed upon the principal Jemmidar of Horfe to engage to 
detach himfelf from the faid Deponent, and to abandon him ; «nd further 
warning the faid Deponent to attend to his own perfonal Safety, as there was 
an Intention of detaining him at Fayzabad ; that this Intimation was given 
to the Deponent in the Prefence of Lieutenant Charles Middleton,.to whom 
the Deponent did communicate it, and that, during the whole Courfe of 
that Day (the roth of September) he (the Deponent) had not been able to 
prevail on any of the Horfemen to crofs the River, a Matter which he could 
not till then account for, but which ferved to imprefs him fo ftrongly with a 
Belief of the Truth of the Information he had received, that he fent for the 
principal Jemmidaf of Horfe, circumftantially communicated the faid Infor- 
mation to him, and as forcibly as he was able ftated to him the Treachery, 
Diferacc, and Infamy infeparable from fo unmanly a Behaviour; that the 
faid Jemmidar of Horfe appeared much affected at the Converfation, and 
acknowledged that the Information was true in every Circumftance, except 
that of his having acceded to the. Propofals that were made to him, which 
he declared he had rejected ; but faid, they had alfo been made to the other 
Jemmidars of Horfe, by the Agents of both the Begums (the Nabob 
Vizier’s Mother and Grandmother) and the Truth of this Affertion was 
afterwards affirmed to the faid Deponent by Two of the faid Jemmidars, 
and feveral of the inferior Officers and Private Horfemen. The Deponent 
further declareth, That the above-recited Converfation paffed in his (the De- 
ponent’s) Tent, to the beft of his Recollection and Memory, on the Night 
of the roth of September, in the Prefence of Lieutenant Charles Middle- 
ton; and that, as the faid Lieutenant Charles Middleton did not perfectly 
underfland the Moorif) Language, in which the Converfation was held, he 
(the Deponent) explained the Nature and Subject of it to him, as foon as the 
Jemmidar left the Tent. The Deponent further declareth, That he is re- 
{trained from mentioning the Names of the Jcmmidars alluded to, from an 
Apprehenfion that their Names, becoming public, might operate to their 
Prejudice, if not Ruin; but that the Facts which he hath depofed are 


Truth. . 
© (Signed) ALEX. HANNA ¥ 
Ae} 

Sworn before me (the Deponent 

«declaring on his Oath that 

‘ the above Affidavit is written 

‘in his own Hand Writing, at 

‘ Benares) the 31ft of Decem- 

© ber 1781. 

‘ (Signed) Warren Haftings. 


© A true Copy of the Original Affidavit, 
‘ (Signed) iE. Hay, 
‘ Sub Secretary to the Honourable 
‘ Governor General and Council,’ 


+ 


*. > '  Martis, 30° die May 1786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
late Governor General of Bengal. 





SEVERAL PAPERS READ. 
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MINUTES, &. 





Mercurijy, 21° de Funij 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houf& on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


WAPTAIN WILLIAMS, called in, and examined. 


In whofe Service was you in the Province of Oude during the Troubles there ? 
In the Company’s Service. 


What Body of the Company’s Troops did you there command ? 
I did not command any of the Company’s Troops there=-I was appointed by the Go- 
vernor and Council to command a Battalion of Sepoys in the Vizier’s Service. 


When was the Minute of the Governor and Council for that Purpofe made? 
In January 1781, to the beft of my Recollection. 


Were you not in the Nabob’s Service before? 
I ferved before in the Temporary Brigade. 


On what Occafion were you named by the Governor General and Council to command 
a Battalion in the Nabob of Oude’s Service ? 

In confequence of a Promotion which took place, and which removed the Officers who 
formerly commanded that Battalion. 


Who commanded that Battalion before you ° 
Major Lumfdaine. 


Did you command that Battalion at the Time of the Troubles? 
Yes. 


Under whom did you command ? 
Colonel Hannay was my immediate fuperior Officer. 


From what Fund was your Corps paid ? 

It is hardly poffible for me to anfwer that Queftion :—The Two Month's Pay I received 
during the Time I commanded I received from Lucknow, from Mr. Wombwell; and 
= — only Pay I received during the Time I commanded that Battalion till it was 
reformed. > 
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Was Mr. Wombwell the ordinary Paymafter of the Nabob’s Battalions ? 
Ele was the Paymafter appointed to the Corps commanded by Colonel Hannay. 


Whether the Pay was regularly iffued to the Corps which you commanded ? 
It was not, 


How many Months Pay was your Corps in Arrear ? 
Sometimes Seven or Eight Months — Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, and Eight 


Months, 


Were your Troops very obedient during that Period ? 
At one ‘Time they were not. 


What Method did you take to fupprefs the Mutiny which broke out in your Corps for 
‘Want of Pay? 

I compelled Mahomed Shufi Cawn to lend me Ten thoufand Rupees ; and prevailed 
upon others to lend me a confiderable Sum, in order to fatisfy the Troops who were cla- 
morous for their Pay. 


Who is Mahomed Shufi Cawn? 
He was the Aumil of Gorruckpoor. 


Whether that Money was not taken to make a Second Payment? 

Tt will be neceffary for me to explain the Circumftances that happened at that Period, to 
anfwer that Queftion fully.—I frequently reprefented to Mr. Wombwell the great Diftrefs 
my Battalion was in, not being regularly paid as it had been before 1 came to the 
command of it; When I was abfent at Lucknow, in the Month of Auguft, Mr. Womb- 
well fent a Month’s Pay for that Battalion ; it was then, I think, Six Months in Arrear, 
to the beft of my Recollection. Upon my Retyrn to the Station, fhortly after I arrived, 
it was my Intention to have paid the Battalion that Month’s Pay, as foon as the detached 
Parties could be collected together, In the intermediate Time the Two Companies, 
which were all that I had with me at that Period, mutinied ; and, in order to quiet them, 
I was obliged to pay them Three Month’s Pay out of the Month’s Pay that I had re- 
ceived for the whole Battalion. The Second Payment was the Money which I borrowed, 
as before mentioned. 


How comes it that you did not before pay them their Proportion of the Money which 
you had received for the whole Battalion ? 

I had juft arrived from Lucknow, and had many Things to attend to, as I was jut pre-. 
paring to march upon Service; nor did I think proper to pay them till the Reft of the 
Troops joined, which would only create a Delay of a few Days. 


Where were the other Companies of your Battalion ? 
Difperfed in Commands in different Parts of the Country. 


On what Commands ? 
For the Protection of the Country. 


Whether the Country was in a State of Confufion or Rebellion at the Time that thofe 
Companies were detached from you ? 
Tt was. 


What Time were the Detachments made—whether before your going to Lucknow, or 
i 


after? 
Some were made before I obtained the Command of the Battalion, and fome after ; they’ 


were varied as the Urgency of the Service required. 
When you took the Command, were the Diftricts in which you were ftationed in a State 


of Order, or in a State of Confufion ? 
In a State of Order, as far as that Country ever is. 


Anfwer diftinétly, whether it was in a State of Order? 
It was: There was no Rebellion nor Infurreétion at that Time. 
On what Occafions were the Companies detached before you came to the Command.of 


the Battalion? 
1 fuppofe for the Proteétion of the Country. 


Protection from whom ? , 
From fome petty, refraétory Zemindars, who occafionally refufed to pay the Revenues. 


: : Did 
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Did they affign any Reafon for refufing to pay the Revenues ? 
I never had an Opportunity of afking them that Queflion. 


Did you never hear in the Country what Reafon they affigned for not paying the Reve- 
mues, and for their refractory Difpofition ? 
1 do not recollect that I did. 


Did not you receive Information that the great Difturbances which happened in your 
‘Time, in the Diftricts where you commanded, were fomented by the Mother and 
Grandmother of the Soubah of Oude? 

I did; and in Part ftated them to this Houfe. 


Did not you hear that they intended to rebel againft the Soubah ? , 
I believe I have {tared, that they not only intended to rebel, but actually did fo, by all 
the Information I could obtain at that Period. 


Did you tranfmit that Information to the Prince, in whofe Service you was, and whofe 
pay you received ? 

I did not confider myfelf as in the Service of any Prince. { tranfmitted no Accounts to 
the Vizier: It was no Bufinefs of mine fo to do. 


To whom did you tranfinit that Information ? 


I tranfinitted it to my immediate Commanding Officer, Colonel Hannay, as often as 
Opportunity would admit of it. 


Whether any Letters had been intercepted, concerning Orders from the Begums to ex- 
terminate the Englifh, or to that Effect ? 

Letters were intercepted from the Begums Agents to the Rajahs in the Country, to di- 
rect them to ufe every E.xertion in their Power to deftroy and annihilate the Officers and 
Sepoys. 

Did you fee thofe Letters ? 

I did. 


Did you read them ? 
No—but an Interpreter, my own Moonfhee, read them to me. 


Do you underftand the Perfian Language ? 

Very imperfectly. 

In what Language was the intercepted Letter written, which you have ftated to have 
been written by Jewar Ally Cawn (for it is inferted in the Minutes, by Miftake, Bahar 
Ally Cawn)? 

In the Perfian Language. 


Did you ever intercept any Letters directly written by the Begums ? 
No—] never underftood that the Begums wrote any Letters. 


In what Manner are Perfian Letters authenticated or figned ? 
Letters from and to Equals, generally by a Seal on the Cover of theL etter; and to 
Inferiors, on the Bottom of the Letter. 


Could you judge with Certainty what was the Name or Infcription on the Seal of that 
intercepted Letter? ; 

I could judge no further than what my Moonhhee told me, that the Letter was from 
Jewar Ally Cawn—He never deceived me. 


Then you do not take upon you to affirm pofitively, from your own Knowledge, that 
the Letter was written by Jewar Ally Cawn? 

I can affirm as pofitively as any Thing can be, under the Circumftances I before men- 
tioned, that it was from him. 


Can you from your own Knowledge affirm it ? 
I did not fee Jewar Ally Cawn abfolutely affix the Seal to the Letter. 


Can you affirm that it was his Seal ? 
I can affirm no further than what my Moonbhee informed me. 


Was the Seal of the Begums to any of the intercepted Letters ? 
To the beft of my Recollection, fome of my Officers, who were detached, informed me, 
that they had feen Perwannahs with the Begums Seal atfixed to them. 


Have 
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Have you in your Poffeffion any of the Number of Letters which you have Iaid you 
‘intercepted : 

No—I gave a general Order to my Moonfhee, at that Period, to deftroy all Letters of 
fuch dangerous Tendency, being apprehenfive they might fall into the Hands of the 
Fnemy in that inclofed Country. However, a few Days ago, by Accident, I found a few 
loofe Perfian Papers in a Corner of a Trunk of mine, which I defired a Gentleman to 
examine for me. It has been examined by a-Gentleman who perfeétly underftands Per- 
fian ; and this is a Tranflation of it. [The Witnefs produces both the Original, anda 
Letter from Captain Broome to the Witnefs, containing a Tranflation.] The Cover of the 
Letter could not be found: Captain Broome, who tranflated it, in his Note makes Re- 
marks upon the Letter; and I have no Doubt that this, from the Contents of it, was One 
of the intercepted Letters. 


[Then the Original Paper, and Captain Broome’s Letter, were delivered in at the 
Table; and the faid Letter was read ; and is as follows :] 


© To Captain David Williams, N° 48. Great Ruffel Street. 


¢ Dear Williams, 

© Unlefs you could find the Cover of the Letter, it is impoffible to know 
‘ the Writer, or the Perfon written to, it being ufual to write the Name of 
© the latter on the Cover only, and to affix the Seal of the former, without 
‘ any Subfcription of the Writer’s Name, as is cuftomary with us.—It appears 
© to have been written by an Inferior or Dependant to his Chief ; for it ac- 
‘ knowledges the Receipt of a Perwanah, directing him to take Securities 
‘ from the People bearing Arms for their not entering into the Service of 
‘ the Rajahs; and alfo to tend 4 or 500 Nejibs, Sepoys, to the Prefence. The 
‘ Writer then proceeds to inform his Chief of the Steps he has taken in 
© confequence thereof, viz, That he has written to Shah Rahmut Ulla, who 
‘ was at Bowparah, to take the Securities, and to enlift Sepoys; adding, that as 
‘ the Face of Things was altered, they would not go to the Prefence without 
¢ Pay, and that the People of that Country were ready for Infurrection, as he 
© underftood from the Letters of Shah Rahmut Ulla: That Zeman Neth, and 
‘ other Nejibs, had left the Fort of Anowla, and gone to Gorrucpoor; and 
‘ that 1t would be proper to fend a Perwanah to Lala Begnaut, directing him 
© to collect all the Troops he could, and to fend them to the Prefence. 

© In the Second Paragraph the Writer fays, That he has written to Adjit 
¢ Sing, Brother to Souban Sing, to carry 500 Nejibs to the Prefence ; and 
‘ that if he could not go himfelf, to fend them by anothcr Perfon, and that, 
¢ as foon as he gets his Anfwer, it fhall be reprefented to |i Chief. 

‘In the Third Paragraph he fays, That the 40 Men ba .ging to Mufnud 
¢ Khan, ftationed at Oodowla, would not engage themfelves, and nad gone off: 
© That Sheik Kutti with 50 Men, and Jradut Khan with Lieven Men, were with 
¢ him (the Writer); and as the Number was fo fmall, he had enlifted 60 more, 
‘ who fhould be fent to the Prefence. He concludes with faying, that the 
* Foot Soldiers were in Want of Pay. 

¢ From the Purport of the Letter it is evident that fome one of the Begum’s 
‘ Minifters had written to a dependant Zeinindar or Amil to levy Troops, 
‘ which he promifes to do; and by his faying that he had written to Adjit 
« Sing to carry Troops to the Prefence, it is plain the Prefence means the Be- 
‘ gums Court at Fyzabad ; for there was no other Power that could call au- 
‘ thoritatively on Adjit Sing, but the Begums or the Nabob Vizier. The 
« giving an Order to raife as many Troops as poffible at fuch a Time, indicates 
« an Intention to commit Holftilities. ne 

£« Your’s, 


‘N. BROOME. ,« 


° * ‘ 
Is there any Signature or Seal to this Letter ? . 
] have faid before, the Cover could not be found :—It is evidently from an Inffrior to a 


Superior. 


Does it appear to whom the Letter was written ? 
It appears to be addteffed to a Perfon of very high Rank, 
: 12 *. Thea 
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Then you do not know by whom, or to whom, it was written ? 


I cannot pofitively fay ; but I have not a Doubt in my own Mind but that it was written 
by one of the refractory Zemindars to the Begums. 


How do you certainly know that this Paper 1s an Original ? 


If it had not been original, I cannot conceive how it fhould come into my Pof- 
feffion. | 


Is it not poffible a forged Paper might come into your Poffeffion ? 


I do not think it likely that a forged Paper of that Tendency fhould come into my 
Poffeffion. 


From whom did you get the Perfian Paper ? 
It is impoffible for me to recollect where I intercepted that particular Letter. 


Did you intercept it at all ? 


1 think I did ;— moft affuredly from the Contents of it: It feems particularly mentioning 
Adyjit Sing, and fome others, who were hoftile at that Period. 


Do you at all recollect the Interception of that Lecter ? 
T recollect intercepting a Nuinber of Letters to that Purport. 


Do you recollect intercepting that Letter particularly ? 
I cannot at this Period recolleét that particular Letter. 


Do you recollect any Reafon you had for keeping it, when you ordered the others to be 
deftroyed? 


. No; it was by mere accident, I prefume. 


Did you not make fome Atteftation upon the Subject of the Begum’s Hoftility to the 
Company and to the Nabob? 


I made an Affidavit, mentioning that the Begums, I believed, ufed their utmoft Endcae 
vours to foment Difturbances in Oude. 


Before whom did you make the Afhdavit ? 
Before Sir Elijah lpey. 


At whofe Inftance did you go to Iucknow to make that Affidavit ? 
I did not go at any body’s Inftance, I was ftationed there. 


At whofe Inftance did you make that Affidavit ? 
At Sir Flyah Impey’s Defire. 


Did he fend to you for that Purpofe ? 
No, | believe not. 


For what did he fend for vou? 
He did not fend for me. 


On what Occafion did you make the Affidavit ? 

To the beft of my Recolleéction, I met Sir Elijah Impey at Colonel Martin’s, and he men- 
tioned to me at that Time that Mr. lfaftings was anx.ous to know how far Cheyt Sing’s 
Influence extended to create the Infurrecétions and ‘Troubles in Gorruckpoor and Baraitch, 
and that I fhould ftate the Matter upon Oath. 


How foon after did you make this Affidavit ? 
Within fome Days after. 


Where did you make ir? - . . 

I omitted making it till the very Night Sir Elijah Impev was to quit Lucknow; and it 
was made in a Hurry at Colonel Martin’s, ina private Room. 

Was Sir Elijah Impey prefent at the drawing it up ° 

No, he was not in the Room. 


‘Where was it fworn to? 
At Colonel Martin’s Houfe. 


How foon after ? a . 
That very Night, immediatcly ; I detained him from going away. 


Who was prefent at the fwearing of it? . 
I cannot pofitively recollect ; but I chink it was Lieutenant Morris, 


Why had you not Recourfe to the Paper now produced, inflead of being obliged to 
{wear in the Térms of the Affidavit to the Reports that prevailed there, when you had a 
written Document to produce ? we 

I was not defired to produce any written Document refpecting the Beguims, and | was 

[3,2] infinicely 
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infinitely more anxious to reprefent the difagreeable Situation I was placed in at that Pe- 
riod, and the Difficulties I had to encounter in my Military Capacity, than troubling myfelf 
about the Begums, which was a Matter perfectly indifferent to me. 


ail 


Did you not exprefsly {wear that the intercepted Letters were either deftroyed 


or loft ? 
I believe I might fwear that I had given general Orders for that Purpofe. 


Did you not affert in that Affidavit, and in feveral Places of it, that Saudit Ally, the 
Nabob’s Brother, was concerned in fomenting the Infurections as well as the Begums? 


I did, 


Might it not be then that the Letter now produced was wrote to Saudit Ally, or to 
Cheyt Sing himfelf, as well as the Begums? 

No, I do not think it likely, from the Situation of the Place where the Letters in gene- 
ral were intercepted ; there were no Letters intercepted by me either of Saudit Ally’: or 
Cheyt Sing’s. 

Hlave you made that Diftinction in your Affidavit between Saudit Ally and the Begums? 

1 believe not, to the beft of my Recollection. 


Are there not Parts of your Affidavit tending to charge Saudit Ally, where the Begums 
are not at all mentioned? 
I do not recollect. 


Did you not hear that the Nobob himfelf was concerned in fomenting thofe Infurrections, 
and that fome of thofe who were concerned in them quoted his Authority ? 
No, I never heard it. 


Did you never converfe with Colonel Hannay upon the Subject of the Nabob’s being 
concerned in thofe Troubles? 


No. 


Do you know whether Sir Elijah Impey communicated your Affidavit to the Nabob or 


to the Begums, or to Berar or Jewar Ally Cawn? 
No; J] never had an Opportunity of afking thofe Perlons whether he did or not. 


Nid you yourfelf communicate any Copy of your Affidavit to any of thofe Parties ? 

To be fure not. 

Whether a native Officer of your Corps did not make an Affidavit before Sir Elijah 
Impey, upon the fame Subject that your Affidavit related to? 

Several did. 


At whofe Inftance ? 
At mine. 


Did any of thofe Officers produce any Papers, o1 intercepted Letters, tending to confirm 
the Rumours or Reports which they had fwern to ? 

During the Time I was in the Gorruckpoor Country, when they were recalled to join 
me, they produced many Papers. The Directions that 1 gave to the Black Officers were, 
to make Affidavits of what had happened in the Country ; and the Contents of thofe 
Affidavits I was totally unacquainted with ull many Months afterwards. 


Did they all fwear before Sir Elijah Impey ? 
I believe they did—I was not prefent. 


Do you know how many of them there were that fwore? 
J cannot fay. 


At what Time did they make thofe Affidavits before Sir Elijah Impey? 
I believe about the latter End of November 1781. 


Where was Sir Elijah Impey at that Time? 

At Lucknow. 

What Motives had the Begums for the Malignity which you attribute to them towards 
the Enelifh Nation? | 

It is impoMfible for me to fay ; they never communicated their Motives to me. 


Did they ever communicate any thing to you? 
Yes; they fent me a complimentary Meffage when J was at Fyzabad, defiring I would 


make Ufe of their Garden. 


When you heard fo much of their hoftile Intentions againft this Nation, how did it 
ver 
5 ne 
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never come into your Head to enquire what induced Women in their Situation to form 


Plans of Hoftility againft the Englifh ? 
I generally had fomething of more Confequence to attend tomy Military Duty. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


To report a Progrefs, &c. 


Mercurij, 21° die Funy 31786. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before aCommittee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Artucles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors; 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
late Governor General of Bengal. 





Witnefs Examined, 
Captain WILLIAMS. 





N° 12. 
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MINUTES, CSC. 





‘Fours, 1° die Febrij 1787, 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


N ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


Did you not receive from Mr. Haftings, Copies of the Two Treaties executed at Chunar, 
at the ‘Time that you received Mr, Haftings’s Inftructions relative to thofe Treaties? 

f believe I did, 

Whether thofe Two Treaties, as diftinguifhed by Mr. Haftings, the one containing Mr. 
Haftings’s Part of the Engagement, and the other, that of the Nabob, were One Deed or 
Inftrument, or diftinct and feparate Deeds or Papers ? 

They were fepurate Deeds. 


Was you prefent at the figning both thofe Treaties ? 
To the beft of my Memory, I was. 


Was Mr. Hattings prefent at figning both Treaties ? 
I think he was. 


Was yob coricerned in the Negotiation of both Treaties ? 
As far as being prefent at fome of the Converfations preparatory to thofe Treaties, I was. 
Did you carry on no Negotiation with the Nabob, refpecting either of thofe Treaties, at 


which Mr. Haftings was not prefent ? | 
Ido not think I did—but it is ftill poffible that fome Converfation may have paffed, at 


which Mr. Haftings was not prefent. I do not recollect that any did pais. 


Do you recollect to have ftated, in any Part of your Correfpondence with Mr. Haftings, 
that thofe Converfations had a principal Influence on the Nabob’s Mind, in inducing him to 


fign either of chofe Treaties? . | 
It is poffible | may have ftated fomething of that Sort. I recollect, that the Nabob did 


make fome Objections to the figning his Part of the Treaty. 

Is the Cotimittee to underftand, then, that you recollect to have ftated to Mr. Haftings 
that you hed heid fuch Converfations with the Nabob, without recolflecting that fuch Converfa- 
tions had éxifted:? ~ . 

It‘is' im Je. 4 can recollect all the Converfations I had with the Nabob, or Mr. Haftings, 


upad the Subjedt BF thofe Treaticg; but, to the beft of my Recolledion, the Objections the 
a a [4A] Nabob 
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Nabub made to figning his Part of the Treaty, were made when Mr, Haftings was prefent, 
though he did pot hear them. 


You will flare where thofe Converfations were held, and what your Reafons are for knowing 
thac far. Ld fanes did not hear the Nabob’s Objections. 

Phe patiular Convertation I allude to was held in Mr. Haftings’s Apartment but it was 
apart, or in plivate, between the Nabob and mylelf, and his Munitters, 


Whether this particular Converfation, which you now recollect to have held in private with 
the Nabob and his Minifters, was communicated by you to Mr. Llaftings ? 
I cannoc Jay that it was. 


Do you recollk@ the Anfwer, or Arguments, you made ufe of in that Converfation, to 
remove the Nubob’s Objections to figning the ‘Lreaty in queftion ¢ 

‘To the beil of my Recollection, the Nabob’s OLj}.¢tions arole from an Idea that he was 
niaking too great Conceflions—and YT beheve my prnempal Argument with him went only to 
couvince Jum, that im thole Conceffions expect.d fro him, nothing was aimed at bug the 
Liguidation of the Company’s Clams upon lan. 


What Objection was there to Mr, Haftings’s being privy to a Converfation of this Nature; 
and upon what Ground did you omit afterwards to com nunicate it to Mr, HMaflings ? 

Pde not snow of any Objedon there wasto Mr. Patliacs’s being privy to this Conversuon, 
and J had never any Realon for conccaling it from Mr. Fietlines, 


Are vou fure that in this Converfation you did not inform the Nabob, as an Argument to 
induce him to fica this Treaty, thee it was not Mr. Edaflines’s Intention that it fhould ever be 
carried fully and literally into }’xecution ? 

I cannot fay that | ufed precifely that Argument —but, to the beft of my Recollection, 
Tid ena avour to induce the Nabob to believe, that the Payment of the Company’s Clatas 
was the puncipal Obpct of that Treaty—and that that being accomplifhed, the Execution 


would depeud on the Nabob himfeit. 


Did you not alfo ufe, as an Argument in that Converfation, that it was neceffary, as Mir. . 
Laltines had riade fo many Conceffions to the Nabob, that he, Mr. Haftings, thew} bave 
fomcethine to fhew, in Return, to the Company ? | = 

Vety poflibly I might. “<a 

Do you not recolleét, that in a Letter afterwards from Lucknow, previous to the Fxecutioa 
of any Part of the Treaties, you reminded Mr, Hattings of this Converfation, and that upoa 


the Path of thole Aflurances alone the Nabob had figned the Treaty ? 
[ recollect a Letter to that Purport, but whether exactly in thole Words I cannot fay. 


Do you recollect alfo to have informed Mr. Haftings, that the Nabob complained loudly of 
the Treachery which had been ufed towards him ? ; 
I think I dtd intorm Mr. Hattings fo. 7 


Whether you took with you the Copies of the Two Treaties, when you returned from Chu- 


nar to luucknow °? 
1 believe J did. 


Did you take with you the Originals of the Two Treaties alfo? - 
[ do not recollect whether IL took the Original ‘Preaties or not—but fome Pipers, 7 think,sre- 
{pecling the Treaties, were carmed by me by Miftuke to Lucknow. 


a 


Do not you recolleé various and repeated Applications from Mr. Haftings to you, at Luck- 
now for the Orginal ‘Treaties, and your own Aniwers and Reafons for not trufling them to a 
conuioen Conveyance ? , 

I do not now recollect an Application from Mr. Haftings to me for the Treatie#—but I have 
a Remembrance of an Application from Mr. Llaflings for foine Papers which I had carried 
with me. 


Do you recolleé& your having cavfed to be made out, and fent to Mr. Haftings, Copies of 
thote Original Treaties from Lucknow ? 
{ cannot recollect that I did. 


When did you firft hear of the Begums Correfpondence with Colonel Hannay and Mr. 
Gardon P 
Some ‘Time after my Return to Lucknow. 


When did you firft hear of Captain Gordon’s Situation at Tanda, and of his Complaint of 
the Fougedar of the Place ? 

To the beft of my Recolle&tion, 1 received that Information at Chunar, but I am not 
politive, We ep 
Hes From 


¥ 
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From whom did the Intelligence come to you at Chunar? 
I think from Colonel Hannay. 


Did you communicate that Intelligence to Mr. Iattings ? 
F do not recollect any parucular Communication; but I have no Doubt I did. 


By what Mode of Conveyance did Colonel [fannay’s Letter reach you at Chunar? 
I believe it was by an Expreds difpatched by Colonel Hannay ; to the belt of my Recollec- 
tion, the ordinary Mode ot Conveyance was at that lime obftructed, 


Do you tecollect the Date of Colonel Hannay’s Correfpondence ? 
O, 


When did you leave Chunar? 
I cannot recollect the Day 5 but it was in the Fnd of September, 


Do not you recollect, that, upon your Return to Lucknow, you there found Letters from 
Colonel Hannay, dated 8th and roth September, giving an Account of the Circumflances 
relating to Captain Gordon ? 

I recollect meeting Letters fron: Colonel Efannay, on my Arrival at Lucknow——but I cannot 
charge my Memory with the Contents. 


Did you not find there alfo a Letter from your News Writer at Fyzabad ? 
I do not recollect it; it 1s poflible 1 might. 


Do you recollect communicating the Matter contained in thofe Letters, as Intelligence ta 
Mr. Haflings ? 
To the bett of my Recollection, I did. 


Then you recolle& to have received the Letters themfelves ? 
} recollect to have received Letters from Colonel Hannay, 


Are you pofitive that it was at Chunar, and not afterwards on your Return to Lucknow, 
that you received the firfl \ccount trom Colonel Llannay, of the Circumiftances relating to 
Captain Gordon and his Detachment? 

[ thivk I have faid I was not pofitive—but, as far as I can charge my Memory, I did receive 
the firft Communication of that Circumftance at Chunar. 


Do you mean that that Communication was from Colonel [Tannay ?.and are you pofitive 
that you received any One Letter from Colonel Hannay, at Chunar ? 
I am not pofitive; but I think it was. 


Do you recollect the Subftance of the Depofition you made on Oath, before Sir Ehjah 
Impey, at Lucknow? 
I do not recollect it particularly, 


Did Sir Elijah Impey communicate to you the other Depofitions he took at that Place ? 
Ido noc recolleét that he did. 


Did Sir Elyah Impey take the Originals of thofe Depofitions with him from Lucknow ? 
I believe he did. 


Did he leave any Copies of them in your Hands? 
No. 


Did he leave any Copies in your Hands, or in the Hands of any other Perfon, to your 
Knowledge, to be by you, or them, communicated to the Nabob? 
He left none in my Hands, orin any others, to my Knowledge. 


Did Sir Elijah Impey communicate the Subftance of them to the Nabob before you left 


Lucknow ? 
1 do not know that he did. 


Did the Nabob ever inform you that he had feen, or heard of, thofe Depofitions ; or held 
any Converlation with you, that argued a Knowledge of their Contents ? 
He did not. 


Do not you know that it was declared by Mr. Haftings, that the Object of the Infurrections 
in Oude and Benate. was, as well to dethrone the Nabob as to extirpate the Englifh ? 
I do not recolleét that it was. 


Do not you régolled to have received Letters from, Mr, Haftings, fo ftating the Objects of thofe 
Infurrections, and your declaring your owp Conviction that thofe were the Objects ? 
I cannot fay I do, 
3 Do 
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Do you mean, that the Crimes which were alledged again{t the Beaums, related folely to their 
holtile Intentions againit the Englith ? | | 
It is impoffible for me to fay what their Object was, : ' 


Were not the Matters contained in the Depofitions taken before Sir Elijah Impey, made 
the principal Grounds of the Proceedings againit the Begums ? 
I really do not know. 


) ' Pa " 


Did you, in your Depofition before Sir Elijah Impey, fupprefs or conceal any material 


Information relating to thole Infurrections, or the principal Abettors of theny, a 
My Depofition before Sir Ehjah Impey was on Oath, and I, of courfe, depofed to what I 
knew, and only to what | knew. oe a 


Did you depofe the Whole you knew at that Time ? er 
I did. , 


When was it that you heard from Colonel Hannay, the Explanation which is {tated to have 
been given by Colonel! Ifannay to you, of his Motives for writing, in the Manner he did, to 
the Bow Begum, after fhe had faved Captain Gordon in September ? 

I heard it from Colonel Hannay, at my firft meeting with him, after he had given up his 
Command. 


When, and where, was that Meeting? 
At Lucknow—and muft, I think, have been in Odtober. 


Did not you conceive that this Information contained Matter tending to clear the Begum of 
any none Intention towards the Englifh, fetting afide Colonel Flannay’s Comment on the 
Subject ¢ 

I was not acquainted with the Particulars of the Correfpondence between Colonel Hannay 
and the Begums, until the Letters themielves were given to me by Major Gilpin—but Colonel , 
I{annay intormed me, that feveral Letters had paffed between him and the Begums, and that it 
was his Wifh to preferve an Appearance of Amity with them. 


Did not Colonel Hannay inform you of the Occafion on which the Correfpondence paffid ¥ 
He did. 


Then you was at leaft apprized of the Circumftance of the Begum’s having refcued Captain 
Gordon from a Situation flated by Captain Gordon at the Time as a Situation of inevitable De- 
{truction, and that fhe had caufed him to be conveyed in Safety to Colonel Hannay ¢ 

I wase——I received the Information from Colonel Hannay. 


Did not you ftate, in your Depofition before Sir Elijah Impey, the Reports and Intelligence , 
you had heard againft the Beguins ? 
J probably did. 


Nid you make your Knowledge of that Circumflance in their Favour any Part of your De- 
pofition ? 
I do not recollect that I did. 


You having ftated that you depofed on Oath the Whole that you knew, what was your Mo- 
tive for concealing that Circumftance ? 
| had no Motive whatever for concealing it. 


Did not you know that Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon had alfo made Depofitions on 
Oath betore Sir Elijah Impey ? 
I underftood they did. 


Did you know, whether or not they had made the Circumflance before alluded to any Part of 
their Depofitions ° | 

I did not know—nor do I recollect to have feen thofe Depofitions until 1 read them in Mr. 
Jlallings’s Narrative. « 


Did you ever inform the Nabob of the Circumftances of the Begum’s Conduct relatihg to 
Captain Gordon ¢ 
I cannot fay that I did. 


Does your Depofition before Sir Elijah Impey, and your Correfpondence with Mr. Haftings (you 
not having feen the other Depofitions taken at Lucknow until you jaw Mr. Haftings’s Narrative) 
contain the Whole that you knew of the Conduct of the Beguas relating to the Dulturbancgs in 
Oude and Benares ? 

] apprehend they did. 3 
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Do you recollect when and in what Manner you firft communicated to the Nabob that his 
Parents were charged with fuch atrocious Crimes ? 
I do not recollect. 


ty you recollect that you ever did make any fuch Communication to the Nabob at any 
ime? 

I recolleét having many Converfations with the Nabob on the Subject, which he was pro- 
bably full as well informed of as I was myfelf. 


Did the Nabob, in propofing or confenting to {eize their Treafures, ever mention, as a Rea- 
fon for, or Juftification of, his Conduct, the rebellious Yutentions or Procecdings of the Begums 
towarus him or the Enehfh? 

Lo the beft of my Recollection, he did. 


Do you recollect to have fo ftated the Fact in any Part of your Correfpondence with Mr, 
Haflings ? 
[ cannot recollect that I did. 


Do not you recollect, when you firft informed Mr. Haftings that che Nabob had propofed 
to feize the Treafures, that he, the Nabob, flated only his Necefflities, and thofe of the Lnelith, 
and his Right of Succeflion under the Mahomedan [.aw ? 

} cannot recollect. : 


Did you ever fee the Letter, which you ftate the Nabob to have written to Mr. Flaftings, 
containing the Propofal to ieize the Treatures ? 

I do not recollect to have read the Letter—-when the Letter was delivered to me, I was told 
the Purport of it. 


Does not the Nabob ufually deliver Copies to the Refident, of Letters written to the 
Governor Gencral and Council ? 
} do not appichend he does, unlefs they are applied for. 


Have you ever heard any Caufe or Reafon why that Letter has never been produced ? 
{ have not. 


ijid you ever inform the Begums, during the Time that Sir F'lyah Impey was taking the 
k* pofitions againft them at Lucknow, or at any Time afterwards, previous to your going to 
Fyzabad tor the Purpofe of feizing the Treafures, that you had yourfelf depofed any Thing 
ayainft them, or that there exifted any Charge, Sufpicion, or Proceeding againft them, on 
account of any Part of their Conduét whatever ? 

1 never made any Communication of that Nature to the Begums. 


Had not you a Correfpondence with the Bow Begum, in December, upon her firft hearing 
of the Intention to refume her Jaghires, and before fhe had heard of any Intention to dil- 


pofiefs her of her Treafures ? . 
1 cannot fay exactly when—I had a Correfpondence with the Bow Begum, relating to the 


Refumption of the Jaghires, but cannot exactly fay when it was. 


Do you recollect whether it was before, or after, the Nabob had been induced to confent to 
the Refumption of the Jaghires ? e 
I do not. 


Did you caufe to be publifhed, or made known, the Intention of refuming the Jaghires, 
before the Nabob had confented that the Meafures fhould be adopted ? 
I think I did, before the Nabob had confented to Wue his own Orders upon it, 


Did the Begum, in her Correfpondence with you, on the Subject of the Refumption of the 
Jaghires, betray any Confcioufnefs of any Sufpicion or Accufanon having been entertained 
againft her, relating to any Part of her Conduct towards the Nabob or the Lnglifht 

I do not recollect that fhe did. 


Do you recolleé that, in the Anfwer to thofe Letters, that you informed her that there was 
any fuch Sufpicion of her or Accufation againft her ° | 

To the beft of my Recollection, my Letters to her were confined folely to the Subject of re- 
fuming the Jaghires, and the Moce adopted for giving her an Equivalent. 


Did you then believe that it was intended to give her that Equivalent ? 
Zam very fure it was. 


Did not you then know of, and was not Mr. Haftings then pofl fled of, the whole Proof 
of her Rebellion, and Intention to extirpate the Englith ? 
I apprehend not of the Whole ; fome Proofs of Milcondué were probably fhewn, in the Pre- 
patation fhe had made to refift the Nabob’s a to the Refumption of the Jaghites. ‘ 
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Do you net recollect that, in your Aniwer tothe Begum on this Cccafion, you declared that 
there is no Intention to hurt or injure her in any Manner, and that you refpeéted her equally 
as you did the Nabob himfelf ? ‘ 

I do not recolleé&t the particular Purpost of my Letters, otherwife than as they related to the 
Subje&t of refuming the Jaghires. 


Do you recollect that the Begum remonftrated violently apainft the dnjuftice of the Intention 
to refume her Jaghire, and that fhe appealed to you and to the Englith for Prote@tion againit 
the Meafure ? 

I do recollect that fhe remonftrated violently againft it, and. threatened Deftruétion to the 
Country if her Jaghires were touched. 


Do you recollect that the Begum reproached you as a Guarantee of her Jaghires and Trea- 
fures, and denounced Infamy upon youre 

I cannot fay I recollect it. 

Do you not recolleét returning the Letter to the Begum, as if you even doubted whether fhe 
had written it, and complaining of her Violence ? | 

I have fome Recollection of returning a Letter to the Begum. 


Did you, in Juflification of yourfelf, even then inform the Begum that there was any 
Ground of Charge, Infinuation, or Imputation whatfaever, againft her ? 
I cannot fay 1 ever made any formal Communication to the Begum on that Subject. 


Did you, in thofe Letters, make any fuch Communication, fermal or informal, or7of any 
Sort ? : 
I believe I did not. a 


Did not you apprehend that there would be Refiftance from the Jaghiredars in general, to 
the Refumption of the Jaghire ? | 
I had every Reafon to believe there would. 


What was your Motive for caufing the Intenti®n of refuming the Jaghire to be known, be- 
fore it was actually confented to, or determined on, by the Nabob ? 

I do not know 1 had any particular Motive for it; I conceived the Meafure was to take 
piace. 

Did you hear of any Intention, on the Part of the Begums, to refit the Refumption of their 
Jaghires, prior to the firft Letter expoftulating with you on the Subject, and ftating, that the 
had but that Inftant received Information of fuch a Meafure ? 

J do not recollect that I did. 


Did the Begums refift, by Force, the Refumption of their Jaghires? 

They certainly did. 

Where? 

I cannot recollect now the particular Places, but, I- think, my Correfpondence will 


fhew it. 


Was any Battle fought, or Blow ftruck, or Blood fhed, on that Account, any where ? 
There was not. The Nabgb’s Officer went unattended with any confiderable Body of 
Troops; and, meeting wich Reliftance, waited the Receipt of the Nabob’s further Orders. 


What was the Force which feized the Kella at Fyzabad, and difperfed the Troops colleéted 
there? 
A Regiment of Englifh Sepoys, together with fome Troops belonging to the Nabob. 


On Reference to the Nabob, on the firft Appearance of Refiftance, what was done after- 
wards? 
To the beft of my Recollection, Troops were fent to enforce his Orders. 


Did thofe Troops meet any Refiftance any where? 
I do not recoilect any Inftance. 


Is not the Begum’s having refifted by an armed Force, the Meafure of refuming her Jaghire, 
when no Injury was intended in confequence of fuch Refumption, affigned by Mr. Hattings 
as a principal Ground for confifcating her Treafures ? 

I do not recollect, . 


Do not you recollect to have been in Poffeffion of Mr. Haftings’s Pleafure refpecting the Be- 
gum’s Treafures, through Sir Elijah Impey, before the Meafure of refuming the Jaghires had 
been even determined upon et 

I do not recollect whether it was before or after, 


De 
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Do-you not recollect that you had ftated to Mr. Haftings, that you fhould fufpend all Mea. 
fures refpecting the Refumption of the Jaghires, as you conceived that the Propofition for re- 
fuming the Treafures would alone anfwer the Ends in View, of procuring Payment of the 
Company’s Debt? 2 

I do not recollect that particular Statement; but refer to the Correfpondence. 


Do you recollect that the Nabob propofed the refuming the Treafures as an Alternative, 
_ and to avoid being compelled to refume the Jaghires ? 
I have fome faint Recollection of fuch a Propofal; but I cannot fpeak with Certainty of it. 


Do you recollect the Date of the Letter in which you acknowledge to have received Mr. 
Haftings’s Pleafure with refpect to feizing the Treafures ? 
I do not recollect, 


Do you recollect the Time when there firft appeared any Difpofition on the Part of the 
Begumrs to refift the Refumption of the Jaghires ? 

I do not recollect the Time; but it was when the Nabob firlt iffued his Orders for the Re- 
fumption. 


Do you recollect to have frequently ftated, in your Correfpondence with Mr. Haflings, and 
to have congratulated him that the Nabob appeared fteady on the Subject of going to Fyzabad, 
for the Purpofe of feizing the Treafures, but that he was ftill wavering and undecided as to 
the Meafure of feftrming the Jaghires? 

I cannot fay I recollect particularly ; very poflibly I may. 


Do you recollect to have ftated at this Committee, that the Determination to feize the T'rea- 
fure was prior to any Steps being taken towards the Refumption of the Jaghires ? 
I do not recollect it. 


From whom did you receive the Letter, which you fent to the Bow Begum from Mr, Hatt- 
ings, while the Troops furrounded her Palace at Fyzabad ? 

I do not recollect whether I received ic from Mr. Haftings or from Major Davy his Perfian 
Anterpreter. 


But you received it from One of them ? 
Certainly. 


By faying that you received it froma One of them, do you mean that you received it perfonally 
from One of them, or that it was fent te you 
It was fent to me. 


At what Time did you receive it? 
I cannot recollect the exact Time, but it was a very few Days after my Arrival at Fyzabad, 


Was it in Confequence of any Letter from you to Mr. Hattings ? 
I do nat know that it was. 


Did not the Begum, until the Delivery of that Letter (notwithftanding your Cond uct) entertain 
Expectations of Protection and Redrefs from the Englifh againft the Meafures then purfuing? 

It was my Opinion the did expect that the Englith would not fuffer the Meafure to be carried 
anto Execution. 


[Then Part of Mr. Middleton’s Evidence, given by him on the roth Day of Maggin the 
laft Seffion of Parliament, was read to him, as follows:] (4) 


« What has that Advice to do with Difaffection to the Britifh Government ? 

‘s They certainly knew that the Nabob’s Treafures, when received from the Be- 
<¢ pums, were to be appropriated to the Liquidation of the Company’s Debts— 
“this the Nabob had himfelf declared, when he firft mentioned his Defign ot 
“‘ going to Fyzabad: In obftructing it thercfore they thought they were doing a 
« Differvice to the Britih Government. At this Time alfo the Refumption of che 
s¢ Jaghires had alfo been talked of, though not abfolutely decided on.” 
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( @ ) Vide Printed Evidence, p. 109. 
[4C] Then 


{ 256 ] 
Then the Witnefs was afked, 


Did you make that Anfwer! 
I did. 


Do you recollect to have communicated to Mr. Haftings, a joint and folemn Declaration of 
yours and Mr. Johnfon's, that you and Mr. Johnfon had received no Bribe or Prefent what- 
ever, on account of the Part you bore in negotiating the Treaty of Chunar ?j 

] recollect a Declaration of Mr. Johnfon’s and myfelf, fometbing to that Purport. 


On what Account did you think fuch a Declaration neceffary ; and why addrefs it to Mr. 
Hattings ? 

In confequence of a Letter I received from Mr. Haftings, which I conftrued as implying 
fome Sufpicion. 


Do you mean a Sufpicion in the Mind of Mr. Haftings, that you had received fuch Bribe 
or Prefent ? 
Ic did ftrike me fo at the Time. 


Did you entertain any Sufpicion that Mr. Haftings had received any Bribe, or Prefent, for 
the Part he took in that Tranfaction ? 
I did not. 


Did the Nabob ever inform you, that he had a€tually given Mr, Haftings a Prefent of 10 
Lacks of Rupees, while he was at Chunar on that Negotiation ? 
No. 


Did Mr. Johnfon ever hold any Converfation with you, which fhewed that he had any 
Knowledge of this Tranfaction : 
No. 


Did Hyder Beg Cawn 
No. 
Did Almas Ally Cawn? 
No. 


Did Gopaul Dofs, who negotiated the Bills ? 
He did not. 


Did Mr. Haftings himfelf ever inform you of it, or fpeak to you on the Subjet? 
He did not. 


[Then Part of a Letter from the Witnefs to Mr. Haflings, dated the 6th Day of Decem.- 
ber, 1781, was read to the Witnefs, as follows : ] (@) 


“ Your Pleafure refpecting the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah, and the 
«« Meatfure heretofore propofed will foon follow the Refumption of the Jaghires.” 


When did the Communication from Sir Elijah Impey, alluded to in this Letter, happen ? 
In.the Month of Oétober, when Sir Elijah was at Lucknow. 


Youwill mention particularly what the Nature of that Communication was. 
Tc was, that Mr. Haftings confented, that the Nabob fhould refume his Father’s Treafures, 
in the Poffeffion of the Begums, 


You will ftate fully what was the Nature of that Confent: Was it in the Alternative to re- 
fume one or the other, or to refume both ? 
It applied only to the Seizure of the Treafures. 


And what is the Meaning of the latter Words, * the Meafure heretofore propofed will foon 
«© follow the Refumption of the Jaghires?” 

The Meafure heretofore propoted, is the Nabob’s Propofal to poffefs himfplf of the Trea- 
jures of his Father ia the Poffeffion of the Begums. 


Are you perfectly part in that Anfwer ? 
To the bell of my Recollection, I am. 





( @) Vide Articles of Charge, Ne 4, refpecting the Princefles of Oude, Par. 31. 
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-When was that Meafure propofed by the Nabob? 
‘I do not recollect exactly the Date, but a Reference to my Correfpondence will afcertain it. 


_ Then is the Committee to underftands that, as foon as that Propofal was made,’you made 


Intimation of itto Mr. Haltings? 
The Propofal was in a Letter from the Nabob himfelf to Mr. Haftings, which I tranf. 


mitted as foon as I received it. 


Did ycu receive the Communication of Mr. Haftings’s Pleafure, refpeQling the Begums, from 


Sir Elijah Impey, while Sir Elijah Impey was at Lucknow? 
I think I did, but I cannot be pofitive; if I could refer to my Correfpondence, I could 


anfwer it with Certainty. 
To what Correfpondence do you wihh to refer? 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in ; 
He was directed by the Committee to bring with him, the next Time the Com- 
mittee fhould fit, all the Letters he had which had paffed between him and Mr, 
Hattings, and Sir Elijah Impey, upon the Subject of the Begums of Oude, 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw, 


To report a Progrefs, &c, 


Yonis, 1° die Febrij 787. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Hattings, Ef- 
quire, late Governor General of Bengal. 





Witnefs Examined, 
Mr. MIDDLETON. 


Dechert ES HRR AAPA 
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MINUTES, & 





Veneris, 2° die Februarij 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor @e- 
neral of Bengal. 


N ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


Have you brought with you any of the Papers which the Committce gave you Notiae 
to produce To-day? 


I have brought with me all the Correfpondence ] am in Poffeffion of, 


You will produce it, if you have no Objection ? 
I have no Objection ; it is chiefly public Correfpondence. 


The Witnefs then produced it at the Bar; and fays—I have looked over all this Correfpon- 
dence, which is very long, but I do not find any here upon the Subject of the Begums, 
which is not already before the Houfe; but I] think I fhall be able to anfwer the Queftions 
that were put to me laft Night, to the Satisfaction of the Committee. 


Whether the Correfpondence you had with Sir Elijah Impey was any of it by Letter, or 
verbally? 
Some by Letter, and fome verbal. ‘ 


Can you give any Account what is become of thofe Letters ? 
I really cannot; I thought I was in Poffeffion of fome of them, but I cannot find 
them. : 


Can you now tell, with Precifion, the Period when the Communication was made to you 
by Sir Elijah Impey, alluded to in your Letter of the 6th December 1781? 

In anfwering fome Queftions laft Night, I made a Miftake refpecting the Time of Sir 
Elijah Impey’s being at Lucknow. I find he did not reach Lucknow before the 23d No- 
vember, and I hac fuppofed it was in October. To the beft of my RecolleGtion, the firft 
Communication of the Governor General’s Pleafure, refpecting the feizing of the Begums 
Treafures, was made by Sir Elijah Impey at that Time, afterwardp again mentioned by 
Letter, to the beft of my Recollection. 


How long did Sir Elijah Impey ftay at Lucknow ? 
I think not more than Four or Five Days. 


Where did he then go when he left Lucknow ? 
To the Governor General, at Chunar. 


[4+.D] Was 
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Was it from Chunar you received the Letter you mentioned ¢ 
To the beft of my Remembrance it was dated from Chunar. 


What is the Diftance from Lucknow to Chunar? 
cannot accurately fay, but think about 160 Miles. f 


Can you now tell, upon Recollection, whether you received the Letter pievious to the 
6th of December 17817? 
I think I did. 


What is che firft Period, to the beft of your Recollection, that any Refiflance was 
made by the ai to the Refumption of ce Jaghire {ands ? ay HLance 

I cannot recollect the Time; the Refiftance was made on the Nabob’s fending to refume 
the Jaghire. 

After the Nabob had iffued his Perwannah for that Purpofe ? 

Yes. 


What particular Information was given to Mr. Haftings, of the Confinement and othet 
Proceedings relative to the Eunuchs ? 

I cannot fay that particular Information was given; but I apprehend fome of my Let- 
ters to Mr. Hattings will be found to mention it. 


When did Mr. Haftings leave Chunar ? 
I cannot exactly recollect, but I fancy about from the rft to the roth of January—I 
think early in January. 


Would you then be underftood to fay, that all the Particulars cammunicated to Mr. 
Haftings you think will appear in your Letters? 
I think fa. 
And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in; he was afked, 


Whether Mr. Haftings’s Pleafure fignified to you for feizing the Treafures of the Begums, 
was in Return to an Application from the Nabob to Mr. Haftings, for Permiffion to feize 
them ; or whether the Propofition for feizing thofe Treafures originated with Mr, Haftings 
himfelf ? 

Mr. Haftings’s Orders were in confequence of the Nabob’s Propofal. 

Do you make any Diftinétion between learning Mr. Haftings’s Pleafure on the Subject, 
and receiving his Orders ? 

In that Inftance I certainly do; I confidered it a Meafure of Importance, and could 
not have ventured to have taken a Part in it without his Orders. 


Whether the Propofition you ftate to have received from the Nabob for feizing the 
Treafures, was not after Sir Eliyah Impey had left Lucknow ? 
To the beft of my Recollection it was. 


And then the Witnefs was dire€led to withdraw. 


Sr ELIJAH IMPEY galled in, and examined. 


Was you ferved with the Order of the Houfe laft Nighr, or this Morning ? 

Laft Nighr. 

Did you obferve by that Order, that you were disected to bring Papers with you? 
I was directed to bring Papers. 


Have you brought them ? 
T have. 


You will produce them ¢ 

I was ordered to produce the Correfpondence I had with Mr. Middleton, Mr. 
Haftings, Major Palmer, and Majar Davy. I never had any Correfpondence with Major 
Davy or Major Palmer ; with Mr. Haftings and Mr. Middleton I have; and that Cor- 
refpondence I now produce. 


To what does that Correfpondence relate ? ae 
1 was ordered to bring the Correfpondence rclating ta the Begums; and every 1 hing 
which J thought had a Tendency to the Begums I have brought.—When I left India I 


had a great Number of Papers; and either not having Leifure, or being too norms 
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did not feparate my Papers, to fee which ought to be kept, and which were of no Confe- 
quence; but ordered the whole Heap to be bound up in Volumes; which Volumes IJ never 
opened till laft Night-the Copies, or rotigh Drafts of Two of my Letters I have found, 
but fo feratched and abbreviated, that I doubt whether they can be read by any body but 
myfelf, or whether I can read them myfelf; futh as they are, I am willing to give them to 
be read, or attempt to read them myfelf. 


The Withefs was then dire€ted by the Committee to read them himfelf. 


Whereupon the Witnefs tead the foul Draft of his own Letter to Mr. Middleton, 
dated Chunar, 1ft Dec’. 1781. 


This foul Draft was ftated by the Witnefs to be mutch obliterated. 
And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


Refolved, That Sir Elijah Impey be again called ins and directed to bring to this 
Committee a Copy of the Rough Draft of his Letter, omitting fuch Parts as from Marks 
thereon he has Reafon to believe were not fent ; and that he do return the original Draft, 
expunging alfo therefrom fuch Parts as from Marks theteon he has Reafon to believe were 
hot fenr. 

Then Sir Elijah Impey was again ealled ins and acquainted by the Chairman 
with the faid Refolution. 


And then Sir Elijah Impey faid—The next Letter is written with fhort Abbreviations, 
which I will fill up with what I fuppofe to be the Meaning of them. 
It begins Dr M n, which means, Dear Middleton; and is dated, Buxar, 
9g Dec’. 1781, 
And Sir Fliah Impey having read the Letter, he was direéted by the Committee to fend 
‘a Copy of this Draft alfo, in like Manner as he had been direéted with refpect*to the 
former Draft. 
Sir Elijah Impey having fent fuch Copies, and returned the Originals, the faid Copies 
are as follows, 





¢ Dear Middleton. ¢ Chunargur, 1 December 1781. 


©‘ Not knowing whether I am Time enough for the Dawke, you muft 
excufe my not acknowledging, as I ought, the een one I am under 
to you and Mrs. Middleton, for the kind Attentions I received at Luck- 
now ; and permit [me (@)] to proceed immediatcly to Bufinefs, which I fhall 
do by running over the Memorandums which you delivered to me. 
‘With regard Fayzullah Cawn, the Events which have happened fince 
your laft Inftructions from the Governor have not altered the Governor’s In- 
tentions. He muft not be attacked: Mr. Haftings approves the Subfidy for a 
regular Military Eftablifhment, fo that the Forces raifed be not kept in Fay- 
zullah’s Country, but ftationed at Cawnpore, Ilihabad, or any other Place 
not higher [which] the Governor fhal! appoint, to be neverthelefs ready on 
Demand, for the Protection uf Fayzullah’s Country. 
¢ What we talked of concerning the Begums, he highly approves, and 
would have himfelf advifed. He wifhes it to be done immediately. I need 
not mention the Neceffiry of taking Care that the Money be applied to the 
Company’s Ufe. 
¢ J did all I could in the Bufinefs of the Nabob of Furruckabad, and of 
Ifmacl Beg. I ftated the Debt due to Vizier from Muzzafur Jung, and the 
certain Lofs of it, if the Power of recovering it was taken out of the Vi- 
zier’s Hands. I found he was extremely difpleafed that Almaus was fent 
there, and is immoveable in his Refolution, that he fhall-be recalled in- 
{tantly ; the Vackeel had taken his Leave of Mr. Haftings ; all that I could 
effect was, the Governor’s Promife to fend for the Vackeel, and tell him, 
that all that is due to the Vizier muft be punctually paid. Mr. Haftings 
fays he will fend a Perfon to Furruckabad, who fhall fee the Balance paid. 
I folicited this the more ftrenuoufly, becaufe I had formerly, at the Defire 
of Bathurft, introduced the Vackeel of the Nabob to the Governor. 

‘Tam 
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© T am convinced, that delaying the giving the Governor Satisfa&tion in 
this Point, will only irritate him. He confiders the appointing a Suffauwull 
a Breach of his Orders. 

« Ifmael Beg, he has been told, and is inclined to believe, was arrefted to 
prevent him getting Accefs to the Governor. He confiders his own perfonal 
Dignity and Influence interefted ; and peremptorily requires, either that he 
be releafed immediately, or a fair Account be taken. He will, if it can- 
not otherwife be done, fend a Perfon to take the Account. This operates 
in his Mind to the Prejudice of the Minifters, as much as if the Fact was 
actually true. I know how difagreeable an Interference of this Nature muft 
be to you and the Minifters ; and therefore much with you will contrive to 
make that your own A&t, which will otherwife moft certainly become the Act 
of the Governor. In both thefe Points, he is and will remain peremptory. 
He has wrote to the Board, and fays, he will not undo what he has done. 
I find the Governor in the fame Temper, with regard to you and Johnfon, 
which he was in, when I left him; he really wifhes you to remain in Office 
at prefent, and for another Year. 

* If the Governor finds Acquiefcence in the Two Points I have men- 
tioned, and he hears within the Five Days, which you promifed, that the 
Vizier’s Agreement is beginning to be vigoroufly put in Execution, and 
has your Affurance for the Completion, I think the Governor will not go to 
Lucknow ; otherwife he moft certainly will. He fays he will fee the Five 
Days expired before he takes his Refolution. You will remember that I, as 
well as yourfelf, am pledged for the Performance of the Agreement ; perform 
it for my Sake, for your Sake, and the Governor’s ; he will then foon return 
to Calcutta, where he [is much wanted ].’ 
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© Dear Middleton, 
* T reccived your’s of the sth, at this Place, juft before the Dawke went to 
Benarés, and have wrote to the Governor on the Subject of it. I fuppofe 
the Letter will find him at Bidjaghur. 
« My Letter of the 2d will, I hope, have given you fome Satisfaction with 
regard to ffmael Beg. Mr. Haftings, I do affure you, expreffed no Want 
of Confidence in you, but feemed to think you was too eafy in giving Credit 
to the Information of others ; the Tendency of my Letter will prove this. I 
have only to repeat my Wifhes, that in future Cafes I may be able, by early 
Intelligence, to prevent Prejudices which, when once taken, are frequently 
difficult to be removed. 
¢ With regard to the Jagheers and Begums, I have no Doubt what you fay 
will be fatisfa¢tory. Indeed I think the whole fo. I left the Governor, who. 
came as far as Benares with me, on Thurfday laft ; he had, on what I affured 
him, refolved not to go to Lucknow, but proceed, as I much wifhed him to 
do, to the Prefidency. He faid, he would write to you to that Effect ; if he. 
has not, you will take no Notice of this Information.. 
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‘ Buxar, gth Dect. 1781. 


And then the Witnefs was afked, 


What other Letters have you got ? 

I have looked with the utmoft Diligence, fince I received the Orders of the Houfe, which 
was about Nine o’Clock laft Night; and I fat up till paft Three in the Morning, rum- 
maging over all my Books and, Papers, and can find no Letter, Memorandum, or Scrap 
whatfoever, of my own, relating to that Bufinefs, but thofe Two which I have now 
produced, The other Letters which I have now in my Hand, are Letters in the Hand 
Writing of Mr. Middleton, fent to me; and I have no other Letters on the Subject 
from Mr. Middleton. 

The Dates are, 
19th Dec. 1781. 
agth Jan. 1782. 
a7th Jan. 1782. 
a7th Jan. 1782. 
sth February 1782. 
sth Dec. 1781. Itis by Miftake indorfed on the Back 
1782. Thefe are all I have. 


The faid Letters were then delivered in, and are as follows. 


Two of that Date. 


‘ My 
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* Lucknow, the rgth December 1781. 

© My dear Sir Elijah, 

* J accept the Compromife Mr. Haftings has offered me in refpe& to Mr. 
* Cator, and have this Day inforined him fo. It is poffible, as we both know 
the Governor is not very punctual in anfwering, or even reading Letters, 
that a Line from you, reminding him of the Converfation you had with him 
on this Subject, and preffing his Compliance, may be neceffary ; and I mutt 
further rely upon you, my dear Sir, to get Mr. Collinfon nominated Cator’s 
Succeffor at Dacca, as on that Event reft his Hopes of getting rid of an 
expenfive Houfe he has there; which, exclufive of his perional Regard for 
Collinfon, I can take upoh me to affure you is all the Intercft he has in 
wifhing him to obtain the Appointment. We have flrange Reports here of 
the Difpofition of our Friend’s Colleagues below, which might alarm: a more 
credulous Man than I am: But I am determined to give no Ear to them 
until they come to me from better Authority. A Hint from you, my dear 
Sir, on your Arrival at the Prefidency, how Matters are going on, will be 
very fatisfactory and ufeful. You may be affured that any thing of this 
Sort you may do me the Honour to communicate in Confidence fhall never 
go further: Your Friendfhip and Good Offices in this particular Line are 
of the greater Confequence to me, as I have no Perfon about the Governor 
from whom I can expect ufeful Information, or whofe Communications I 
could receive without Sufpicion. 
* I think we fhall yet have fome active Service in fully eftablifhing the 
Meafure of refuming the Jagheers. The Begum has oppofed the Aumil 
that was fent to take Charge of hers, and vows Vengeance not only againtt 
him and the Nabob, but againft the whole Country, if her Jagheer is 
touched. Her own Words to me and the Minifter are pretty expreffive ot 
* her Difpofition, “¢ If my Jagheer is touched, the whole Country fhall go 
*s with it.” She has a Number of Men in Arms, which has obliged the Na- 
* bob to call for the Affiftance of another Regiment from Cawnpore. His Lx- 
© cellency proceeds to Fayzabad to fettle other Matters on the 27th Inftant—The 
* Mohurrum, he pleads, prevents his going fooner. I think the Oppofition 
¢ the Begum has given to the Meafure of refuming the Jagheer, which, as far 
* as it concerns her, bears not the Shadow of Exception, as fhe is to receive 
¢ 
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the Value in Ready Money, will be a full Juftification of the further De- 
mands his Excellency has to make upon her. With fuch a Difpofition as 
fhe has betrayed, it would be the Excefs of Folly to leave her in PoffeMion 
of the Means of gratifying it. 

¢ The Nabob has withdrawn all his People from Furruckabad, and left 
Mouzuffer Jung in full Power and Authority.——-Suftila Cawn, inftead of 
coming to me, has proceeded ftrait to Furruckabad, where he has pro- 
claimed his own Commiffion, and his Mafter’s Independency, in ‘Terms 
not very refpectful to the Vizier. —By his not condefcending to take Luck- 
now in his Way, we are left rather in the Dark as to what we are to do in 
re{pect to the Vizter’s Claims upon Furruckabad.—They are affigned over 
to the Company in Part Satisfaction of the Public Debt, but If think J 
fhall fee very little of the Sum realized, fince I am only to receive whatever 
Muzuffer Jung may be pleafed to givem-he has not yet told me whether 
he will give any Thing, though almoft Four Months of the Year are ex- 
ired. 

‘ Mrs. Middleton, who has for fome Time paft been much indifpofed with 
a violent Cold, that has fettled upon her Lungs, defires to Join me in belt 
Refpeéts to you and Lady Impey; and I beg you will believe me, with the 
trueft Attachment, 
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‘ My dear Sir Elyjah, 
© Your moft faithful, 
¢ affectionate, and obliged Friend, 
NATH. MIDDLETON. 


«= P.S. I was favoured with yours from Buxar. Cator, and his Wife, 
© defire their Refpects. 


¢ Sir Elyah Impey,’ 


(4F] «My 
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* Fayzabad, the 25 January 1782. 


¢ My dear Sir Elijah, 
‘ IT have the Satisfaction to inform you, that we have at Length fo far 
attained the great Obyjeé&t of our Expedition to this Place, as to commence 
on the Receipt of Money, of which, in the Courfe of this Day, we have 
got about Six Lacks.—-IJ know not yet what Amount we’ fhall actually 
realize, but I think I may fafely venture to pronounce it will be equal to 
the Liquidation of the Company’s Balance. It has been at once the moft 
important and the moft difficulc Point of Duty which has ever occurred 
in my Office; and the Anxiety, the Hopes, and Fears, Which have alter- 
nately agitated my Mind, carfnot be defcribed or conceived, but by thofe 
who have been Witnefs to what has paffed in the Courfe of this long Con. 
telt.—The Minifters have fupported me nobly throughout the Bufinefs, 
and deferve much Commendation. Without the fhrewd Difcernment and 
Knowledge of the Fineffe and Tricks of the Country, which Hyder Beg 
Cawn poffeffes, I believe we fhould have fucceeded but indifferently; for 
I foon found that no real Advantage was to be obtained by proceeding at 
once to violent Extremities with the Begum, and that fhe was only to be 
attacked through the Medium of her confidential Servants, who it re- 
quired confiderable Addrefs to get hold of. —However, we at laft effected 
it, and by ufing fome few Severities with them, we at Length came at the 
spay Hoards of this old Lady.—I will write you more Particulars here- 
after. 
« I am forry to inform you, my little Boy ftill continues in a very preca- 
rious Way, tho’ fomewhat better than when J had laft the Honour to addrefs 
Ou. 
: © My Refpeéts to Lady Impey; and believe me, with great Regard, 
« My dear Sir Elijah, 
¢ Your faithful, obliged, and 
¢ moft affectionate humble Servant, 
‘NATH, MIDDLETON. 
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Sir E, Impey.’ 


© My dear Sir Ehyjah, Fayzabad, 27 Jany 1782. 
‘] had the Pleafure to-inform you, Yefterday, of my having commenced on 
‘the Receipt of Money; this is only to tell you, that we have gone on re- 
‘ceiving ever fince, without any material Impediment; and if we continue 
‘with the fame Succefs To-morrow, I flatter myfelf the great Obje of our 
« Friend will be fully accomplifhed, and 1 fhall return to Lucknow very well 
‘ fatisfied with the Expedition.—In the worft Event that can now happen, it 
‘ cannot be a bad Bufinefs for the Company. 
«My Refpects to Lady Impey; and believe me, with true Attachment, 
‘ My dear Sir, 
© Your faithful and affectionate humble Servant, 
‘NATH. MIDDLETON, 


‘ My little Boy ftill continues in a precarious Way.’ 


« My dear Sir, 

© Finding Cator unconquerably bent on returning to his Station at Dacca, 
‘ I have this Day written to the Governor to revoke the Requeft I made, to 
“have him appointed to Lucknow; which I have the more readily agreed to, 
‘ from the Circumftances mentioned in my Letter to you a few Days ago.— 
© Cator will depart from Lucknow immediately upon my Arrival there ; and I 
“at prefent ftand determined to fend Mrs. Middleton and the Child with 
‘him; 1 muft therefore, my dear Sir, rely on your friendly Offices, to pre- 
‘vent his Appointment being difpofed of, which I am aware there might, 


‘ withousyour Affiftance, be fomeDanger of, from the Circumflance men- 
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‘tioned in your laft Letter to me. The Governor's not having made the Ap- 
‘pointment While out of the Provinces, or ever mentioned the Subjeé to 
«me, I conclude of courfe that he had no Intention of doing it until his Re- 
‘turn to the Board; and therefore take it for granted I am fafe in the Grounds 
©] have proceeded upon; but it would be a dreadful Misfortune to meet with 
‘any Difappointment; and I muft therefore repeat my Solicitation of your 
‘ good Offices to get the Matter fet to Rights. 

‘ We have made a confiderable Progrefs in our Receipts here, having already 
realized enough for the Liquidation of the Nabob’s Firft Bond to the Com- 
‘pany; and in Hopes of getting fufficient to pay off alfo the Second, which 
Sis only Twelve Iaacks. In fhort, my dear Sir, the Bufinefs has anfwered 
© the Expectations I told you, at Lucknow, I entertained of it, and cannot 
‘ fail to give a confiderable Help to the Company's Finances, at a Time they 
‘fo much want it. My Accounts from my Family at Lucknow are fomewhat 
‘more favourable than they were, but not fuch as to remove my Apprchen- 
‘fions about the Child. I beg my Refpccts to Lady Impey; and remain, with 
© unfeigned Regard, : 

‘My dear Sir Elijah, 
‘Your faithcul, obliged, and 
« Fayzabad, ‘inoft affectionate Friend, 
‘the 27 Jan’ 1782. ‘NATH. MIDDLETON.’ 


€ Sir Elijah Impey.’ ~ 


‘Lucknow, the sth Feb, 1782. 
¢ My dear Sir Elijah, 

©] have the Pleafure to inform you of my Return to Lucknow with 
© a Sum of Money equal to the Liquidation of the Nabob’s Debt to the Com- 
‘ pany. After paying up the Arrears of the Troops in thefe Provinces, for 
which they have long been very preffing, I fhall immediately forward the 
Refidue to the Prefidency, and fhall think myfelf happy in being the Inftru- 
ment of affording fo feafonable a Relief to the Exigences of Government. 
This is all I have at prefent Time to trouble you with on Bufinefs, but thall 
write you again in a Day or Two. 
‘ I have the SatisfaGtion to acquaint you that my little Boy is much better 
than when I laft wrote you, but ftill fo weak, and recovering fo flowly, that 
an immediate Charge of Air is {trongly recommended, and perhaps is the 
only Expedient that can promife to fave his Life. Mrs. Middleton will 
therefore fet out with him in a few Days, accompanied by Cator’s Family, for 
Dacca; and from thence, if the Seafon will permit, fhe will proceed to Chit- 
tagong. This Meafure, I am forry to fay, is almoft as neceffury for her as the 
Child; for what with Grief and Anxiety for him during his long Indifpofi- 
tion, and the Fifeéts of a violent Cold, which fhe caught foon after you left 
us, her Health is very much impaired, and would, I apprehend, not eafily be 
reftored at Lucknow. 
‘ I am very anxious to accompany her, or at leaft to follow her foon, and 
for that Purpofe requefted, through Mrs. taftings, fome Time ago, the Go- 
vernor’s Leave of Abfence ; but he had Icft her, and proceeded by Dauk to 
the Prefidency, before my Letter reached her, fo that I am difappointed ; and 
muft now, my dear Sir, entreat of you this friendly Office. I thal! not avail 
mytfelf of the Indulgence I folicit until all the Governor’s Orders dre executed, 
and the Bufinefs of my Office put in fuch a Train as to run not the finaileft 
Rifk of being impeded by my Abfence. The fooner you can favour me 
with the Governor’s Leave, the greater J fhall confider the Obligation. Mrs. 
Middleton joins me in beft Refpects to you and Lady Impey, and I remain 
with great Regard, : 

© My dear Sir Elijah, 
‘ your faithful, obliged, 
‘ and moft affectionate Servant; 
NATH. MIDDLETON.’ 
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t My dear Sir Flyah, Lucknow, the 5th December, 1931. 

© I was only this Morning favoured with your very friendly and interelting 
© Letter of the ft Inftanc; and 1am only able at prefent, in Reply, to couch 
© flightly on the mofl important Points of it. In the firft Place, my dear Sir, 1 
* muft bee your Acceptance of my moft untfeigncd Acknowledgments for the 
© obliging and attentive Regard you have fhewn to all my Kequifitions and 
© Wifhes, which are not the Jefs due to you, becaufe your Endeavours have not 
© been productive of all the Succefs I hoped for frown them. It would be im- 
© pertinent, and, perhaps, not altogether decent, for me to urge any thing further 
© on the Subject of Muzuffer Jung and Iimacl Beg. The Governor’s Iixpeéta- 
© tions in regard to both muft and fhall be aniwered; and my only Defire now 
© is, that he will permit the Nabob and his Minifters to make it appear a Meaiiue 
¢ of their own, and not forced upon them by his immediate Authority. f teed 
* nothing on my own Account for the Furruckabad Bufinefs, as 1 urged it only 
« in Contequence of the Vizier’s earneft Defire, which I thought extremely rea- 
© fonable, and made on Grounds which appeared to me to bear not a Shalow 
‘ of Doubt in regard to Juftice or Propriety. lis Lexcellency only is the Suf- 
© ferer, and 1 think I can anfwer for him, that he would much rather have given 
© up his Claims on the Nabob of Furruckabad altogether, in his own Way, than 
© be obliged now to withdraw his Agent, which mutt leffen him fo much in the 
‘ yes of his Neighbours. In regard to Ifmael Beg, I feel mylelf very differently 
© firuated, for, exclufive of the Dilapprobation it was my Duty to tellify to a 
< Conduct fo extremely difrefpeétful and infuleing to the Nabob and his Mi- 
« nifters, I could not help perfonally feeling and refenting the Indignines he of- 
© fered, in the moft atrocious and bare-faced Manner, to my Station. But I muft 
* own to you, my dear Sir, I feel thefe Infults, and the Triumph which this Vu- 
* Jain has obtained over me, although it will give a fevere Stab to the Influence and 
« Authority of my Station, lefs than I do the Mortification of feeing morc Regard 
‘ paid to the Reprefentations of others than my own, on Subjects which fo cfien- 
‘ tially concern myfelf, and which to fulpect me capable of milrepreicnting, teers 
‘ to declare me undeferving of the Confidence of the Governor, and coniequently 
© of the Office I hold underhim. I would afk, my dear Sir Ledyab, what Intereft, 
‘or poflible finifter View, T can have in efpoufing the Caufe of the Nabob 
* apain{t [{mael Beg ? Fad Intereft been the Rule of my Conduét, his own Over- 
¢ tures, before he had been Six Hours in Confinement, would have diftated a dif- 
© ferent Line; but I thought his Conduct to the Nabob too infamous to pals un- 
* punifhed ; and not to have refented his Conduét to mylelt, and to Mr. Hlatings, 
‘ whofe Station and Character he took every Means in his Power to depreciate, 
« would have been the highetl Injuftice both to my Friend and myfelf. If Mr. 
‘ Haftings cannot yield Credit to my folemn Declarations re{pecting =the 
‘ Conduct of this Man, it would, I conceive be an cafy Matter co get all I 
“have faid, and indeed much more, verified upon Oath. But after what 
* you have faid, I fhall never again open my Lips, or employ my Ven, on 
* the Subject. I feel the Difappointment far more than I can exprefs, but it 
‘is only to yourlelf that I fhall ever breathe a Complaint upon it.—I mutt 
‘ oblerve to you, that I think it very likely the Nabob may again addri{s 
© the Governor on both thefe Subjects, before he finally complies with his Jn- 
© junctions, in which Cafe I have moft earneftly to entreat, that you will not fuffer 
« Mr. Haftings to fuppofe me acceffary to it.—J folemnly aflure you I will do 
‘ every Thing in my Power to prevent any further Delay in the Execution of the 
© Governor’s Orders, and if another Reference is made, it will not be with my Con- 
* fent.—TI fhall demand the Execution To-morrow Morning—if it is not complied 
‘ with, the Nabob will of courle dilpatch his Appeal in the Evening, to which 
¢ an An{wer may be received in Six Days: Should the Nabob decline to with- 
‘ draw his Sizauwol from Furruckabad, and releafe Imael Beg until the Go- 
« vernor’s Anfwer arrives, I fhall be without Remedy; and I fhall croft to your 
*-good Offices to obtain me his Indulgence, under a folemn Engagement, thac 
« the very Day the Anfwer may arrive, his Orders, be they what they will, fliall 
© be executed. 

‘ The Meafure refpecting the Begums, and the Refumption of the Jagheers, 
© will be inftantly adopted. The latter has only been lulpended tor the Gover- 
‘ nor’s Sentiments on the former, as the Jagheers of the Begums and their De- 
* pendants are the moft confiderable ; and, to have attacked them, without being 
* prepared, at the fame Time, to enter immediately on the Fxecution of the grand 
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Wt ats OMe TMB world have been doin Things'by Halves, and pofibly have defeated 
et 3" tar ExpeGarions, Do nosj my dear Sir Elijah, fuffer chis Delay to be urged or 
Pt 4 6 confidered as an Impttation of Blame Gpon me. I entered on the Bufinels the 

('* 4 very Day after you lefe me, and went forfar as to look upon the Matter as 
‘+ © finally agreed’ upen} the attudt Bxecution'aoly fufpended until [ could receive 
ether yours of. the Governor’s Sentiments — the further Propoful, which 
is certainly of far greater Confequence that the Refumption of the Jegheers, 
as it will-do‘at'ane Stroke, if we ere. not #4 grofsly miftaken, what the 
Jagheers: “will be ‘at leaff Two Years in - dei %.,; "To-morrow Morning, I 
am tobe iinforried’‘of his Excellency’s intended Mode of Attack, and fhall 
not fail to acquaint the Governor; in the mean Titre you may be affured, that 
whatever may be acqttired by the Meafure thall’be faichfully and wholly applied 
to the Liquidation of the Company’s Debt. With refpeét to Cator, | will 
“write when'I have fpoken to him; at prefenc:1 have nor Time even to read what 
1 have written: 1 fhall be happy if you find ic intelligible, and I am fure you 
will have the Goodnefs to excute its Imperfeions. 
' «Mts. Middleton joins me in kindeft Remembrances to Lady Impey, and I 
© anh, with fincere Regard, 
! © My dear Sir Elijah, 
© Your ever faithful, obliged, 
© And molt affectionate Friend, 
‘NATH. MIDDLETON’ 


eoereaeaeerer*nan nk ea 


© Sir Elijah Impey.’ 


Are you fure you have not written nor received any other Letters to or from Mr. Middle. 
ton on this Subject ? 

I am by no Means fre of it, and the Reafon why I am not fure of it is, that neither the 
Copies of my owa Letters, nor thofe of Mr. Middleton’s, were preferved with any Kind of 
Angiety or Care. It is owing to Accident that thefe are preferved with the re(t of my Papers 
oe had no Idea they would ever be called for, or that they could be of the leaft poffible 

fe. 

Whether you did not recommend to Mr. Haftings the taking the Depofition: which were 
taken by you at Lucknow, and other Places, as a Means of juftifying Mr. Hattings’s Charaéter 


and Conduét ? | 
I did not for the’ Sake of the Juftification of Mr. Haftings’s Character, but Mr. Haftings 


was then writing a Narrative of the Proceedings, which was, | believe, called A Narrative of 
the Proceedings at Benares; 1 had not read it, but told Mir: Haftings that the Narrative of 
ifelf, without having the Faéts which he afferted verified, might, as he was a Party interefted, 
gain but fmall Credit‘in England—My Advice was; to verify thefe Facts, not confidering 


whether they might jultify or condemn him. 

It appears then that you confidered Mr. Haftings’s Conduct in that Tranfaction as liable at 
leat to be queftioned in England? 

I hope it does not appear that I thought his Conduct might not be examined in England, I 
certainly thopght it would be enquired into. 


Did you tonfider thefe as ‘l'ranfaétions of great Importance , the Tranfaétions to which the 
Depofitions taken before you referred ? | 

What Depofitions would be taken before me I did not then know—the Tranfactions at 
Benares I certainly ‘thought of Importance—I may add, I do not now know, for I have never 
read thofe Depofitions. 
_ + 4 Arid then the Wisenefs was directed to withdraw. * 

ba ’ ) « ‘ ‘* : af 
' * And being again called in, he-was afked, = 
' . ‘ y 4 es A rave .! 

Is the Committee to underftand that you did not think the Tranfadtions in Oude to be of 
, wag? i > 


Importance ? 7 @ 
certainly thought the Tranfactions both at Benares“and in Oude of Importance. 
‘Had you W af figs's ‘Authority’ for the Orders dnd’ Communications you made to Mr. 
Middleton, atter his Return from Lucknow ? 
Nothing that 1 wrote ad from Mr, Haftings was written but at his exprefs Defire. 
[ 4F] How 


# 
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How come you then ever to confider that Papers and Letters containing Orders and Cott 
munications by the Authority of Mr. Haftings relative to Tranfactions of great Importance, 
and which you was fure would be queftioned and examined into in England, to be Papers of 
no Confequence, and not likely to be ever called for? 

Becaule I was no official Agent of Mr. Haftings’s, but acted as his Friend, 


What was the Nature of the Communication you verbally made to Mr. Middleton at Luck- 
now? 

Mr. Hattings gave me very fhort Notes in Writing, relative to the Subjeéts he wifhed me to 
mention to Mr. Middleton—I thought I had preferved the Paper, but after having looked for 
it with great Diligence, I am not able to find it—I have Two Papers of fhort Notes in Mr. Mid- 
dleton’s Eland, which he delivered to me when I left Lucknow. —Thefe I verily believe to be 
on the Subjects he wifhed me to talk on with Mr. Middleton ; upon looking gt them, I fee Mr. 
Middleton mult have added fomething of his own, but the moft material I can fupply by Me- 
mory. 


You will underftand that the Queftion rélates to the Subject of the Begums; and before you 
fpeak from thefe Memorandums, you will an{wer the Queftion— What was the Communica- 
i laa to Mr. Middleton at Lucknow, refpeéting the Begums, as the Pleafure of 

r. tlaftings : 

That I confidered as the moft material Part of what I communicated to Mr. Middleton ; but 
m order to make that intelligible, ic will be neceffary for me to ftate to the Committee what 
had previoufly pafled between me and Mr. Haftings I think at Chunar; either at Benares or 
Chunar, but I think at Chunar, as it will explain to the Committee the whole Rife and Caufe 
of the Demands made upon the Begums. Mr, Haftings ftated to me the Embarraffment of 
his Situation; he had failed of his Object at Benares ; a Revolution had fucceeded ; he was de- 
feated, from the Infurrections in the Country, from proceeding to Lucknow, he ftated (the ° 
Facts ] do not take upon me to verity) that the Begums were in actual Rebellion againft the 
Nabob Vizier; he told me that his whole Credit depended on the Execution of the Treaty of 
Chunar; that he feared, from the Calmnefs of the Temper of Mr. Middleton, that lre would 
~ not fofficiently urge the Execution of that Treaty. It had been propofed that {i fhould have pro- 
ceeded as far as fllahabad, as a central lace, for the Purpofe of taking the Depofitions alluded 
to. He afterwards requefted me, for the Purpofe of inducing Mr, Middleton to procure the 
}'xecution of that Treaty, to proceed to Lucknow—In that Converfation this paffed; and I 
will not take upon me to fay (for I mean to give the Committee the moft candid Information 
in my Power) whether the Idea of the Confifcation of the Effects of the Begums originated 
fiom him or from me—lIt certainly originated in that Converfation. ‘This I pertectly re- 
member to have faid to Mr. Haftings,—When you communicated to me in Calcutta your In- 
tentions with repard to Cheyt Sing, I declined giving you any Opinion at all, becaufe I 
could not take upon me a fufficient Knowledge of the Laws of the Country to advife whether 
that Act was legal or not,—But with regard to the Begums, I told him (and if 1 was wong, 
I truft co the Candour of the Houle, that they will impute it to an Frror im Judgment) that 
it the Faéts he ftated were true, namely, that the Begums were in actual Rebellion, 1 con- 
fidered it to be neceffary to the F.xiftence of the Government of the Nabob Vizier, that he 
fhould have the Power of taking from his Subjects in Rebellion, thofe Treafuces which enabled 
them to fupport their Rebellion! with to be underftood, though 1 believe the Fadts to be 
truc, that | by no Means affert them to be fo, being not a Matter within my own Know- 
ledge.—I am now going to anfwer the Queftion—] underftood Mr. Plaftings to adopt the 
Reafoning, and this he defired me to communicate to Mr, Middleton, which I did-—relating to 
him the Whole which had paffed between Mr. Haftings and me on that Subject, and Mr. 
Haflings’s Inclination to carry Meufures into Execution for the Confifcation of their Effeds. 

Did this Converfation with Mr. Haflings happen immediately preceding your going to 
Lucknow ? 

Almott immediately before 1 went to Lucknow. 


Did you, immediately on your Arrival at Lucknow, take the Affidavits ? 
T was at Lucknow, I think, only Five Days, and as foon as the People came who made 
the Depolitions, I took them. I fee fome were taken the Day before I came away. 


Was it concerted between Mr. Haftings and you, before you left Benares or Chunar, that 
thefe Affidavits fhould be taken? 

Ic was; and I have a Copy of a Letter with me, which was written on the 15th of No~ 
vember 1781, to Mr. Middleton, on the Subje@ of my going to Lucknow, which he, (Mr. 
Haftings) defirgd me to take with me; by which it will appear that it was fo concerted be- 
tween me and Mr, Haftings, 


Then the Letter was delivered in, and is as follows : 
(Copy.} 
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(Copy.) 


© Chunar, 15th November, 1781: 
* To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Lucknow. 


¢ Sir, 
© In your Letter dated the ryth OAober, I find it generally afferted by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Hannay, in the Extracts quoted from his Letters, and confirm- 
ed by yourfelf, that during the late Revolt of this Province, Levies both of 
Horfe and Foot were openly made at I'yzabad, both by the Begums and by 
Cheyt Sing’s Agents, ih his Name, and for his Ule; that thele Levies were 
difpatched to Benaris publicly as his, One Party of 1000 Horle and boot, 
under the Command of Shake Cawn, that Jewar Ally Cawn, in the Chowk 
of Fyzabad, afked every Man who bore the Appearance of a Soldier, why 
he went not to Clheyt Sing for Service; that Futteh Sah, Ghunooroy, and 
Ajeet-mul, had crofied to Majowley, uiged to that Step by Cheyt sing. who 
had fupplied them with Money, and promiled them great Sums if they would 
put the whole Country into Confufien; that the principal Zecindars had alk 
Certificates, under the Seal of Cheyt Sing, that he would fupply them with what- 
ever Money they might require for fubfifling all the Troops they could rave; that 
it was the general Belief of every Man in that Part of the Country, that it was a 
concerted Plan for the Extirpation of the iinghth; that the whole Country, fiom 
Goonda to Maujee, and from Fyzabad to the Benaris Dittridt, and acrofs fiom 
the Gogra to the Ganges, was in the utmoitt Ferment; that if we met with a 
Check at Benaris, every Man in the Country was ready to fall on our icattered 
Parties ; that the Infurreélion was not partial, but generally {pread throughout 
the Whole; and if he (Colonel 1.) might truft to his Information, it was 
already begun, and would {von rage as violently in Shahjehanpoor, Rohil- 
cund, Cora, and the Doaub. 
« Thefe are Facts of fuch Moment to the public Service, and fo neceffary both 
to the Means which may be required for our future Prefcivation, and to the 
Juflification of what has paffed, and to what may be done to the fame Ind, that 
I think it proper that they fhould be verified in the moft authentic and facred 
Manner: I mult therefore requefl and require of you, in my Name, to call upon 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Major Macdonald, Captain Wiliams, and 
Lieutenant Gordon, and every other Perion who may have a perfonal Know- 
ledge or Underftanding of thefe Facts, or of any others relating to the Rebel- 
lion of Cheyt Sing, and its Connections in the Dominions of the Nabob Vi- 
zier, feverally to depote all that they know and believe concerning the fame, 
either on Oath before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inftantly wit Lucknow 
chiefly with this Intention, or that they repair to me at this Place for the fame 
Purpofe. 
« Refpecting the Levies made at Fyzabad; the March of Shake Cawn with 
a Force declared for the Service of Cheyt Sing ; the public Invitations ot Je- 
war Ally Cawn; the Certificates under the Seal of Cheyt Sing, in the Pofief~ 
fion of the Zemindars of Goroocpoor and Barraick ; his Letters to the Becums 
or their Miniflers; the Plan conceited for the Lxtirpation of the Lnglith; 1 
mutt earneftly recommend it to you to obtain fuch Evidence as can be rec uir- 
ed refpecting each of thefe Points ;—whether fuch Evidence fhall atcertain, or 
refute or quality their Reality; and, if it be poffible, to gain Poflcfion ot 
the Original Letters and Certificates isid to have been written by Cheyt Sing 
as abovelaid., 
© You will be careful to afcertain the Dates and Places of Fadls, and the 
Names, and Places, and Perfons, in the Depofitions taken, that their lvidence 
may not be defective or ambiguous irom the Want of Precifion. 
¢ Refpecting the Murders faid to have been committed at Gopeegunge, I have 
already written to you, and now fend you a Duplicate of my Letter on that 
Subject. 
© T alfo fend you the Form of a Caption or Introduction to each Depofition, ol 
which you will be pleafed to furnith Copies to each of the Englith Gentlemen 
who fhall have Occafion for the Ufe of them. The Depofitions of the Native 
Witneffes muft be written in the Languages which they underftand, and mull be 


verified on Oath, and figned; or, if they fhall object to the Oath, as contrary . their 
‘ re im1out 
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t ae Tenets, they muft be required to fubferibe fuch a folemn Atteftation;, 
‘ as fhall be equivalent to the Sanction of an Oath, and add your Signaturés 


* to it 
«JI am, Sir, ¥ 


‘ Your moft obedient Servant, . 


© (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS: 


Do you think that you wrote feveral other Letters to Mr. Middleton on the fame Subjedt, 
befides thofe you have produced ? 

I believe I did—I have before given the Reafons why I did not preferve them.—I thought 
egy is more Realon to preferve them than a common Amanuenfis, not being refhontible for 
the Facts, 


Do you not know that the Company’s Servants in India were bound to obey the Jawful 
Orders of the DireCtors, by the Regulating Act, of the 13th Year of His prefent Majefty ? 
Yes, both by the Regulating Act, and before. 


In a Letter of the 6th of December 1781, Page 3, from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Hatftings, 
there is this Sentence: ‘ Your Pleafure refpecting the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah 
** and the Meafure heretofore propofed will foon follow the Refumption of the Jagheers.” 
To whom do thofe Words “ heretofore propofed” refer ? 

By hearing the Letter read, I refer it to a Propofal made by Mr. Haftings, through me 
to Mr. Middleton. 


What was the Nature of that Propofal ? . Bs : 


I take it to allude to what I have before mentioned, namely, the Intention of My, 
ings to have the Effects of the Begums confifcated, on Account of their Rebellion. 


Do you mean, by faying Mr. Haftings’s Intention to have the Begums’ Effects confif- 
cated, that ic was to prant his, Mr. Haftings’s, Confent to the Nabob’s doing it? 

1 underftood more ; I underftood it was Mr. Haltings’s Intentions that Mr. Middleton 
fhould recommend it to the Nabob as a Meafure. 


Did you underftand it as an Order from Mr. Flaftings to Mr, Middleton, or only as a 
Signification ot what might be his Pleafure in certain Circumftances ? 

I underftood it only as a Signification of Mr. Haftings’s Pleafure, after a more full Confi- 
deration upon the Subject. 


Do you mean a Confideration already had, or a Confideration to be had? 
Jam afraid I have not underftood the orginal Queftion, 


rh % 
Was it an Order to be acted upon, or a Direction to be governed by Circumftances 3% 
A Direétion to be governed by Circumftances. 


At what Time was the Propofal before mentioned, and to which the Sentence of the Letter 
refers, made? a 

I was before going to ftate that to the Committee, but another Queftion interrupted me: 
Mr. Middleton and moft of the Gentlemen at Lucknow met me about Twenty Miles fhort 
of Lucknow, I arrived there about Twelve o’Clock at Night; there were Tents provided 
for me, and 1 flept at the Place of Meeting that Night. Ihe next Morning I proceeded 
with Mr. Middleton to Lucknow, in a Chariot; on my Way to Lucknow I made that Pro« 
pofal. 


What was that Propofal ? 
That Mr. Middleton fhould confult the Nabob on the Meafure of conffcating the Effects 


of the Begums, as fuppofing them in Rebellion. 


Were there any Direétions, what Mr. Middleton was to do after confulting the 
Nabob ? | 
Nor that I remember. I underftood that Mr. Middleton fhould acquaint Mr. Haftings 


with the Refolution of the Nabob, 


You having ftated to the Committee that Mr. Haftings had informed you, previous to your 
fetting out to Lucknow, that the Begums were in a State of actual Rebellion, did you find 
that to be the Fact upon your Arrival at Lucknow? 

The Begums did not gi§de at Lucknow. At Lucknow I could no more have a perfonal 
Knowledge of it thang@mgonar; but I was advifed at Chunar to avoid Fyzabad in my going 
to Lucknow, becaufe Maeteums were in Rebellion; and ] was advifed by every Body at 

10 a Lucknow 
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Lucknow to avoid Fyzabad at my Return to Chunar, for the fame Reafon: Of my own 
Kpowledge 1 know nothing of that Fact. From thence I collect it was the Senile of every 
Body at Lucknow that the Beeums were then in Rebellion ; and Colonel Hannay, elpecially 
menuoned to me feveral Fads concerning their Rebellion. 


Do you mean that Colonel Hannay informed you that the Begums were then ina State of 
oe or that he only informed you of the baéts which he afterwards depofed upon 
r! 
J do not know what Faéts he depofed upon Oath. 


Did Mr. Middleton inform you that che Begums were then actually in Rebellion ? 
_ Twill not take upon me precifely to fay that he informed me that the Begums were then 
in actual Rebellion; but that they informed me the Route by Fyzabad was unlale, on Ac- 
count of the State of the Country in confequence of their Rebellion, which, to my Object 
of returning, was the fame Thing. 


Did you often fee the NabobVizier ? 
I think I faw Kim Three or Four Times. 


Did you ever converfe with the Nabob on the Object of your Journey to Lucknow ? 

There were feveral Objects of my Journey to Lucknow: I cannot fay 1 never mentioned 
any of them, but I do not recollect that I did, and I am fure | never converfed with him on 
the Subject of the Begums: Mr, Haftings had never defired me, and I fhould have thought 
it impertinent and indelicate. : 


oe as the Nabob never mentioned to you that his Parents were in actual Rebellion againft 
im 5 
He certainly never did; but it is not to be inferred from thence that they were not, as we 
had no Converfation upon the State of the Country, of the ‘Treaty of Benares, or of any of the 
preceding ‘Tranlaclions. 


_ Did you ever inform the Nabob that you had taken Depofitions, while at his Court, tend- 
ing to accufe his Mother and Grandmother ? 

I did not; but the Nabob muft have known it, becaufe his Miniter made a Depofition: I 
have no Doubt it was well known to the Nabob. 


What Minifter ? 

Hyder Beg Cawn. 

Where did llyder Beg Cawn make that Depofition ? 

1 have not the Jeaft Recolleétion; I believe it to have been ina Tent at Colonel Han- 
nay’s Quarters or it might have been in the Houfe of Major Martin, where I lodged; but 
within the Court of the Nabob I never took a Depofition. I am inclined, upon Recollec- 
tion, to think it was at Major Martin’s. 


What became of that Depofition ? 

I do not recolleét any Thing particular of that Depofition; but I believe ic wene with the 
reft. 

Are you fure that Depofition even mentions the Begum’s Name, or contains the leaft Al- 
Jufion to it? | . 

I am by no Means fure of it, for I never read it or heard ir, Twas not taking Depofitiqns 
merely againft the Begums. I do not know whether One of the Depofitions went to 
the Begums; and if I had informed the Nabob that J was about taking Depofitions againit 
the Begums, I might, for what I know, have informed him falfe, for I did not know the 
Fact. 

Then what do you mean by faying you are convinced that the Nabob knew his Mother 
and Grandmother were accufed, becaufe the Minifler had made a Depofition; declaring, at 
the fame Time, that you are wholly ignorant of the Contents of all the Depofitions ¢ 

If upon my Evidence I have faid fo, I am glad the Queftion has given me an Opportunity 
of explaining it, for 1 meant no fuch Thing, 1 afk Pardon tor not having oblerved that the 
Queftion was narrowed to Depofitions againit the Begums, I underftood it went to taking De- 


pofitions generally. 
Did you not take fome Depofitions and Affidavits before your Journey to Lucknow, and 


after your Return from thence ? ae 
I cannot take upon me to fay whether I did or not; but all the Depofitions I took are, as 


I underftand, in Print, and the Dates of the Times and Places are upon them. 1 took them 
agreeably to thofe Dates. 
| [4 G] On 
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On what Ground are you fo confident that thofe Depofitions are in Print, and that the Dates; 
Names and Places, are upon them, you never having read them ? 
Becaule 1 daw the Captions and Signatures of all the Affidavits and the Dates, 


Did you never hear them read to you? 
I do not recollect that I did. Some may have been, read to me, but it was not the Courfe 
toread them, I took them as Jultices in England take Affidavits. 


Are you fure that a confiderable Number of them were not deliberately read to you? 

Tam by no Means fure; very probably they were. At this Diftance of Time I cannot 
recollect. I only mean that I did not require them to be read to me. If they chofe to read 
them to me, I probably heard them. 


Then if they were read to you, and you heard them, muft you not have been miftaken in 
declaring that you never had any Knowledge of the Contents of any of them? 

T acknowledge the Conclufion; but I have no Remembrance whether any of them were 
read to me; and I am fure 1 do not now know the Contents of them. 


Io you recollect whether or not, when the Depofitions were in the Perfian or in the Hindoo 
Language, that they were tranflated by Major Davy, figned in Englifh, and the Contents ex- 
plained to the Deponents ? 

Very poflibly it may be fo; but I have not the leaft Recollection of the Faét. The Expla- 
nation of the Contents might have been in my Prefence, or not in my Prefence; if it was ex- 
preffed to be done in my Prefence, it undoubtedly was fo. 


Would you have figned your Name to an Affidavit, purporting to be fworn before you, 
the Contents being firft cxplained to the Deponent, without the Contents having been exe. 
plained in your Prefence ? eM 
It requires a Knowledge of both Languages to know whether an Interpreter explains right 
orno, Without that Knowledge, the Interpreter muft be credited ; and I have ng. Doubt, 


nay, I am jure, the Interpreter was fworn, and in that Cafe 1 fhould fo have figned it. 


Do you mean you would have figned fuch a Depofition without requiring the Interpreter to 
explain the Depofition to the Deponent at the Time he made the Affidavit ? 
Ceitainly—upon afking the fworn Interpreter whether he had interpreted the Contents truly. 


Do you not think that it was a neceffary Precaution, when a Native of the Country was to 
fwear to a Depofition drawn up in Englifh, that it fhould have been interpreted to the Depo- 
nent in his own Language ? 


I do. 


Was Major Davy with you at Lucknow ? 
Ile was not. 


Who was the Interpreter upon that Occafion ? 
1 do not know, but it was aiworn Laterpreter. 


Do you know his Name? 
I do not. : 


Who recommended him ? 
“At this Diltance of Time I do not know, but I was fatisfied at the Time, 


Are you abfolutely certain that he was {uch a {worn Interpreter ? 
I am as pofitive as 1 can be of any common Official AG. Although this was not an Of- 


ficial AG, yet 1t was in the Nature ot an Official Act, that I would not have done it without a 
iworn Interpreter, that being a Mattcr of Courte. 


You having recollected the Atteftation which you figned to one of the Depohtions read 
to you, which there ftates that the Contents had been fworn before you, the Contents being 
explained to the Deponent by the Interpreter, whofe Name you do not recolleét, do you re- 
colleé&t to have feen any fuch Atteftations to the Depofitions you took at Lucknow: 

I have no Recollection whatfoever. 


You having ftated, that if in the Depofitions taken before you after your Return from 
Lucknow there appears an Atteftation that the Contents had been firft explained to the Depo- 
nent, do you not admit that a fimilar Atteflation would have appeared upon the Depolitions ta- 
ken at Lucknow, if the fame Mealure had been purfued there with refpeét to thofe Depofitions * 

Jf it had been to written gn the Depofitions, it certainly would fo have appeared. 

But if the Faét had exifted, that the Depofitions had been fo explained, would it not have 
fo appeared * . 

It fhould have fo appeared, and it is inaccurate if it does not. 


Do 
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Do you recollect yourlelf to have Sworn any Interpreter at Lucknow? 
I do not recollect it, but J have no Doubt but I did. 


And you know no Reafon, but attribute it to Inaccuracy, that the Depofitions taken at 
Lucknow have no Atteflation, that they were filt explained to the Native Deponents, and 
that all the Depofitions of the fame Nature taken upon your Return have fuch Atteftations, 
and you do not remember the Name of the Interpreter, nor who recommended him ? 

I did not know the Faét; and if it is fo I attribute it to Inaccuracy, and I do not know the 
Name of the Interpreter.—I lope the Committce will make Allowance tor the Want of Re- 
membrance of Tranfactions at fucha Diftance of Time. There is another Thing, thofe that 
are in Print are Copies, the Originals might have Atteftations—I do not know that they have. 


Do you not believe that the Depofitions ftated in Mr. Haltings’s Narrative are ccrrect Co- 
pies of the Originals? 
I have no Reafon to difbclieve, but I do not know it. 


You having ftated that one of your Purpofes at Lucknow was to afcettain or refute the 
various Reports communicated by Mr. Hailings to Mr. Middleton, many of which affeed 
the Begums; did you ever communicate, or direct to be communicated, or advile to be com- 
municated, any Part of the Charge, or any one of the Depofitions, again{t the Begums, taken 
before you at Lucknow? 

I certainly never did, nor didit ever enter into my Imagination fo to do, nor did I ever hear 
of alike Procecding where Affidavits were taken, I was not competent to try whether the 
Begums were criminal or not. 


Did you examine any one Witnefs in their Favour? 

Texaniuned fuch Witnelles as were brought tome. Jf any had been brought in their Favour I 
fhould have examined them—but I do not believe any were brought in their Favour—It was no 

~ Trial upon Affidavit before me. 


Then you did examine fomg Witneffes ? 
I pofibly might—I do not recolle&t I did; if there was any Thing mentioned as doubtful, I 
probably did: If it was to do again | certainly fhould. 


If you probably did examine fome Witneffes, what did you mean by faying that you merely 
received the Affidavits brought to you—-and that you made no Enquiry, and had no Knowledge 
of their Contents ? 

I meant to fay, that I took them as Affidavits are generally taken, which are in that Manner— 
and in that ordinary Courfe if any Matter was {tated to me, which made it neccflary to examine, 
1 fhould have examined, but whether I did or not I cannot tell. 


If you neither examined any Witneffes in Favour of the Begums, nor applied for, or received 
any Evidence on their Benalf, by what Means was you to alcertain or refute the Charges aliedged 
againfl them ? 

1 had no Intention, nor was it my Purpofe, to refute or maintain any Charce—only to au- 
thenticate fuch Faéts as fhould be {worn before me. 


Whether you conccive an ex parte Evidence of this Nature to be Proof of Guilt in the Pars 
ties acculed, or a jut Ground of condemning them ? 

I take that to be Matter of Opinion, which I hope the Committee, though a plain Cafe, 
will not think me bound to anfwer, 


Did you give any Advice to Mr. Haftings on that Subject, after your Return with the 
Evidence? 

I knew, before they were taken, the Purpofe of taking them was to have them annexcd to his 
Narrative, and I had advifed that Meafure.—I did not fay any Thing to contradict it after- 
wards—-whether | gave any fpecific Advice about them further, 1 do not recollect. 


Have you ever rcad that Narrtive ? 
J think [ have not,—but I have heard the Faéts from Mr. Taftings. 


Do you recollect, in a Letter from you to Lord Rochfort, of 2oth January, 1776, upon an 
Occafion, wherein you thought fome Accufations were likely to be preferred againft you, that 
you thus expreffed yourlelf, “ not only to fufpend your own Judgment, bur to intercede for 
© me and the other Judes, with his Majefty and his Minifters, not to lénd a willing Ear to 
any Charges, Invectives, [nfinuations, or Allufions, in Papers, either public or private, tend- 
Ing to prejudice our Fortunes or lame, before the Facts are examined, or we have an Op- 
portunity of contradicting them, if mifreprefented. My Anxiety mutt be my Excule for 
defiring Intercedion, in a Matter which ( know the Juftice and Candour of my Sovercign 
and his Minifters would grant to the meaneft Subject unafked 2” 
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bellion—how that Fact was to be afcertained I did not pretend to advife. Whether pubiic 
Notoriety was fufficient according to the T.aws, 1 was not converlant—it might. ‘The Fact 
being afcertained, I thought the Right to confilcate followed, 


Did you not thick that in giving Advice, which muft be attended with Confequences fo fatal 
to the Fortune and Character of Pertons of that Diftinétion, you ought to have adviled allo 
remarkable Care in the Afcertainmént of the Fats ? " 

T gave my Opinion on an abilraét Propofition. There is no Man of common Senfe or 


Juftice but mutt think that Fads mult be fufficiently alcertaincd before they are acted 
upon. 


When you voluntarily confented to employ yourfelf in an ative Part in procuring fuch 
Proots, did not you think yourfelf bound to take Care that they were good and effectual for 
juftitying the ftrong Aét of Power which you recommended in the Abftract ? 

Y did not take an active Part in procuring any Evidence whatfoever. 1 was only ready to 
authenticate the Faéts which I did not procure; and as they were never thought on by me to 
_ be Grounds of Proceedings againit the Begums, for that: high A& of Power, by which I fup- 

pole is meant the Confifcation of their Effects, I did not think myfelf bound nor at all refpon- 
fible for the Faéts tworn to. 


When you undertook to authenticate Depofitions, was it not your Bufinefs to fee that they 
contained Matter prima facie fit to be depofed, and to Matters relevant in the Caule, both tor 
the Sake of the Perfons who employed you, and the Perfons whom the Employment might 
affect > 

I bee Leave to object to this Queftion, and to all other Queftions which are mere Matter of 
Opinion—and upon this Ground, that I cannot arrogate to myfelf, that my Opinion, when 
given one way or the other, can be Evidence before this Committee, 


Have you not given feveral Opinions in the Courfe of this Evidence uncalled for ? 
It L hav. "have no Doubt the Committee will not receive chem as Evidence, but reject 
them as they ought to be. 


Did you not aflert, asa Matter of Opinion, that you was no more refponfible in this Affair 
than a common Amanuenfis? 
And then the Witnels was direéted to withdraw. 


And being called in again, he was afked, 

Did you not carry a Letter from Mr. Haftings to Mr. Middleton, recommending to him 
the taking of thefe Atteftations, in which are the following Words, “ ‘Vhele are Facts of tuch 
‘¢ Moment to the public Service, and fo neceffary, both to the Means which may be re- 
“ quired for our future Prefervation, and to the Juftificacion of what has paffed, and to what 
‘s may be done, to the fame End that I think it proper, that they fhould be verified in the 
“© moft authentic and facred Manner ?” 

I did not carry ‘any fuch Juetter to Mr. Middleton—but I was furnifhed by Mr, Haftings with 
a Copy of a Letter before fent to Mr. Middleton, which I believe contained thofe Words. 


For what Purpofe was that Copy put into your Hlands? ; 
‘To inform me that Mr. Middleton had received fuch Directions before. 


Whether thefe Affidavits were not taken agreeably to the Inftruétions in that Letter, for the 
Purpole of juftifying Aéts that were to be done, as well as Acts that had been done ? 

I did not underftand that Ietter, or receive it as Inftructions to mes] never underftood 
the Affidavits to be taken to juftity Aéts to be done,—and I have before {aid, that for fuch a 
Purpofe ] would not have taken the Affidavits,—and I know they covid be applied to no fuch 
Purpofe,—by that I mean, to no judicial Proceedings againft the Begums. 


Whether the Letter you have delivered in to the Committee does not expre(sly affert, that 
they were to be applied to that Purpofe? __ . 

That will appear upon the Letter itfelf more authentically than by any Thing I 
can fay. 7 


Whether Affidavits and Atteftations affecting the Condition of any Perfon with regard to 
arty future Aét, is not in the Nature of thofe ufed in a judicial Proceeding ? , 

In my Senfe of judicial Proceedings, 1 think not, and thefe Affidavits were not for the 
Purpofe of any future Act. 


With regard to paft Aéts, by which any Perfons have been affected, is it not agreeable to 


natural Juitice, that the Perfons affected fhould have the fame Means of fhewing that they 
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have been unjuftly treated, as that the Perfon exercifing Acts of Power againft them has had 
Grounds upon which to juflify hinmfelf? 
Then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in, he was afked, 


In what Capacity of a Magiftrate did you aét in taking thofe Affidavits? _ 

In no Capacity as a Magiftrate for thofe Diftriéts; but I have underftood it has never been 
imputed to Magiftrates in this Country, the taking Foreign Affidavits. I hope it will not be 
imputed to me, if in giving my L'vidence, I am fometimes obliged to give an Opinion ; and I 
hope that if J have voluntarily done it, that ic will not give a Right to force an Opinion if I 
do not choofe it. 


Was you bound by any Duty whatfoever to intermeddle in that Affair? 

I was not by any other Duty but the Duty of a Man; and Mr. Haftings was then in fuch 
a Situation, that I fhould not have acted with common Humanity, if I could have given him 
Afliftance and had refufed it. 


What was Mr. Haftings’s Condition at that Time? a oe 

T have before ftated to the Committee what Mr. Haftings had himfelf faid of his Situation. 
The Company’s Affairs were at that Time to all Appearance in a very ruinous Condition : 
To retrieve the Condition of the Company, was the profeffed Object of Mr. Haftings in going 
vp the Country ; his principal Objeéts were Refources from Benares and Oude. At Benares 
he had been deteated of his Purpofe ; a horrid Maffacre had taken Place there—a Revolution 
had taken Place at Benares—Mr. Haftings was lately releafed from a Confinement in the Gar- 
rifon at Chunar—the whole Country of Oude had been in Arms, and Part of it was ftill fo— 
he was likewife defeated in his Purpofe of going up to Oude, having obtained nothing for the 
Company—he had incurred great Refponfibility from the Events that had happened.—That 
was the State Mr, Haftings was in, which I conceived to be that of real Diftrefs. 


Whether in taking the Affidavits at Lucknow, you confidered yourfelf as trying a Caule, or 
folely as authenticating chat Eyidence which was collected for the ufe of the Governor General 
and Council and fuch other Perfons as were concerned ? 


The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, 
The Witnefs informed the Committee that he had in his Hand feveral other Letters from 


Mr. Elaftings to him, prefling him to come up to Chunar; and in one of which Letters the 
Witnels thought that Mr. Haftings had {tated the Conduét of the Begums, but he was not fure. 


And the faid Letters were delivered in, and are inferted at the End of this E’vidence. 


Then the Witnefs was afked, 

What Reafon had you to believe that it would be agreeable to the Nabob of Oude to confif- 
cate the Treafures in the Poffeffion of the Begum his Mother, even though fhe had committed 
Acts of Treafon againit his Government. 

I] had no Reafon fo to think ; but if they continued in Rebellion I fuppofed that he would be 
glad to take away their Means of fupporting it, 


Had it ever been fuggefted to you that the Nabob had at any Time before wifhed to feize 
thofe Treafures ? 
I believe I have heard fuch a Report. 


Was it before or fince that Time you heard the Report ? 
Before, 


Were the Affidavits refpecting the Begums taken before you with lefs Care, and lefs Solem- 
mity, than is ufual in taking Affidavits before a Mapiftrate ? 

With the fame Solemnity, and in the fame Manner as Affidavits are taken before a Judge at 
his Chambers; perhaps with more, as fometimes the Judge does not fee the Perfon depofing. 


Whether the Committee is to underftand, that no Depofition was taken unlefs an Interpreter 
was {worn that fuch Depofition had been explained tothe Witnefs? 

Certainly—but not from any particular Recolleétion of the Fact of Swearing the Interpreter, 
but trom a certain Knowledge that I would not have taken the Depofitions without {wearing the 
Interpreter ; and that, whether it appears in the Form of the Atteftation or not. 


ned 


Was you in Bengal in the Year 1781? 
I was. 
4 
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Was there ever a Period in the Affairs of the Company in which it was more likely that fuch 
Powers as wifhed to be rid of the Englifh Dominion there, could have better effeéted 
that Purpofe ? 


With Exception to the Capture of Calcutta, I believe there was no Time. 


Whether there was a general Belief in the Minds of the Englith, in Bengal, that there was 
a Tendency in the Powers round them, to fhake off their Conneéction with the Finglifh ? 

J cannot {peak very precifely as to the Time—whether exactly at that Time I do not know; 
but very foon after that, it was authentically known; I mean the general Conibination of the 
Nizam, the Marattas, Hyder Ally, &c. 


If the Refources had failed for the Payment of the Army, what would have happened 7 
I apprehend the Confequences would have been obvious—but that is Matter of Opinion. 


Whether Mr. Middleton received the Intimation refpeéting the Seizure of the Treafure: 
as a new Propofition, or as one that he (Mr. Middleton, had before sn his Contemplation ? 

I ain not certain how Mr, Middleton received it—J underftood it to be a new Propolition. 
Mr. Middleton did not acquaint me that any fuch Propofition had been before made, or whe- 
ther he had thought of it himfelf.—But I muft acquaint the Committee, that upon Communi- 
cation with Mr, Middleton To-day, he could not recollect whether it came as a new Propofi- 
tion, or whether he had thought of it before—but I have no Doubt it was a new Propofition. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
To report a Progrefs, &c. 
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€ Dear Sir Elijah, Moongeer, 26th July 1781. 

© T have received yours of the 20th. I have written to Mr. Wheler, and ex- 
prefled my Wifh that either you fhould be requefted to caufe a Tranflation 
of the Regulations to be made, as your Credit is moft concerned in its being 
properly done; or that Mr. Crifpe, the proper Official Inflrument, be or- 
dered to tranflate them under your Infpection. In the latter Cafe, Cham- 
bers might be employed, the Form of Office being oLferved ; for I do 
not fuppefe that Crifpe would cither be fo unreafonabie or jo ungrateful as 
‘ to oppofe your Wifhes in this Point. But the birft Expedicnt would be the 
* beft and the moft regular. 

‘Tam forry that I did not make a better Provifion for thi, Work, for it 
© ought not to be flovenly done, before [ came away, by employing young 
¢ Anderfon in it: He is as much fupertor to Chambers, as Chambcrs is to 
© Baugh ; I nican as to the peculiar Qualification required for fuch a Compofi- 

‘ tion: For his Study and Practice of the Perfian Language have been chiefly 
© confined to the Law Books; and the Law Language in the Perfian and Ara- 
© bic bear avery near Affinity to the technical Terms and Phrales of our 
© own, in which I remember Elliott ufed to obferve that Chambers was defi- 
‘ cient. He may have improved, if he has made it his Study. If you with 
¢ it, I will employ Anderfon, who has a Salary for tranflating Books of the 
© Perfian Law. I have not mentioned it to Mr. Wheler, nor indeed to An- 
‘ derfon, becaufe I fuppofe that, having defired Chambers to undertake it, you 
¢ may not be decently at Liberty to transfer the Bufinefs to another. 

‘ Iam not forry that you leave Calcutta, for I think you wanted it; and 

‘ our Marian will benefit by it ; though I fhould have been otherwife glad 
‘ that you could have remained to afi! Mr. Wheler with your Advice. 

«I have returned Larkins the Papers. I give you Joy on Mifs Frafer’s 
¢ Marriage; it was fudden, and a Suiprize. 

¢ If you leave it to me to prefcribc your Route, I recommend that Patna be 
a Part of it. I fuppofe you will take Moorfhedabad, Natore (probably) 
Baugulpoor, and Poornea. 1 add the laft, becaufe you fcem to have deter- 
mined it; otherwife I fhould have thought it a good Conclufion to your 
next Circuit, beginning with che Dacca Divifian, If you proceed to Patna, 
we may be able to meet at Benaris. This, be affured, would be a great Sa- 
tisfaction to me. 

‘ We arrived here this Morning, and I have the Pleafure to fee Mrs. H. 
moft comfortably, and even elegantly, ladged. J believe | fhall allow myfelf 
‘ Two Days to part with her, and contrive, if I can, to do it without Lofs of 
Time, by fending on my Boats, and following them a Day’s ee 2) 
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and. She is furprifingly well, Our Journey has been, on the Whole, very 
pleafant and expeditious. We vifited Mooteejerna, which I recommend tu 
you to fee. We made an extraordinary Difcovery, that the Water of the 
Cofa was fo cold as to condenfe the Air on the Glafs which contained it, 
when it was firft taken up. Mrs. H. joins me in Compliments to you and 
Lady Impey, and Love to Marian. 


© Your’s, ever affectionately, 
‘*W. HASTINGS.’ 
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¢ My dear Sir Elijah, Benaris, 3d Oct’ 1781. 

¢T have received yours of the 24th September, and was much pleated with it 
Contents. J wrote to you and to Mrs. Haftings Two Days ago, and men- 
tioned my Defire to fee you both here when you might come without a Pof- 
fibility of Danger. I think you might now return to Patna, and by that Time 
the Road may be open for you for the reft of the Way. I will defire Colonel 
Ahmuty to give you a ftrong Efcort to Buxar, where you fhall be met by a 
{ftronger which I will fend you, and I will myfelf go Part of the Way to rc- 
ceive you, for I cannot exprefs how much I with to fee you. Every Day mutt 
now open my future Profpects; of which the principal Points in my E.xpec- 
tation are the Conquefl of Bidgeygur, and the Conclufion of a Peace with 
Mahdajee Sindia. If thefe are accomplifhed, I have nothing left to give me 
Uneafinefs. Bidjeigur is very ftrong, and of an exceffive Height. But it 
is full of Women, and neither the Garrifon nor the Chief have a very ftrone 
Inducement to hazard much in their Defence. In the mean Time Cheit 
Sing has publifhed, that he has a Promife from Sindia® of Ten thoufand, 
IJorfe to be fent to his Affiftance; I much doubt it, and even the Ability of 
Sindia to perform fuch a Promife. A few Days will determine what we are 
to expect from him, as the Terms of a Treaty have been agreed on with him, 
which wait only for my Sanétion, and that has been long fince fent to Muir, 
who negociated the Treaty. 

« I beg you will prefent my Compliments to Lady Impey, and affure her of 
my moft affectionate Remembrance. I am happy to read fo pleafing an 
Account of your Children, and efpecially of my little Favourite. 
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© Yours molt affectionately, 
‘WARREN HASTINGS.’ 


¢ ] have heard that they have been much alarmed in Calcutta. I am4orry 
for it. My Letters have all been encouraging, and I have been careful not 
to drop an Intimation that I wanted any Affiftance from below. In this 
Quarter it has been afforded me with a Spirit that fills me with Knthufiafm 
whenever I reflect upon it. J muft quote an Expreffion which J have juft 
read in a Letter from Bidjeygur ‘“* Chunar bears the fame Proportion ta 
Bidjeygur that a Hog does to an Elephant.” Coutoo affured me that Bid- 
jeygur was Two Cofe high, and when I told him that the Height of Chunar 
was but 100 Cubits, Then, faid he, it is but 200 Cubits, 
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© Dear Sir Elijah, Benaris, 6 Oct" 1781. 

‘] have received yours, written, but not dated, on the ift. I believe that 
‘the Letters which J have written fince the goth, and efpecially the Copy of 
“my Public Letter to Mr. Wheler, will have anfwered all your Queries. 1 
‘have not heard from Middleton fince he parted from me; but I have no 
‘Doubt of the Nabob’s Return quieting all the Troubles at Fyzabad, and 
‘in the Diftriéts adjoining ; if it fhould not, the Nabob «ill have the Af- 
‘ fiftance of a Regiment of Sepoys from Futtehgur, and may have Colonel 
‘ Morgan’s whole remaining Force, for which Orders have been fent. I only 
‘fear for [Jannay in the mean Time, as he had, by the laft Account, only 
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© Two Companies of Sepoys with him; I am as little apprehenfive fur the 
¢ [fue of the Irruptioa of Futteh Saw. , 

‘Popham is (ill before Bidjeygur. He has Poffeffion of a Lill, diftant 
‘from it no more than 450 Yards, and of equal Heipht. “I hope they will 
‘not oblize him to ufe his Shells for the Sake of the poor Women; and I 
© ftill think that it will not be defended. Cheyt Sing is rone to Birdee, the 
¢ Boundary of this Zemindary towards Rowa, and lying cn the Soan—Mayjor 
« James Crawfurd is gone in Purfuit of him. 

«{ weit in ExpeGation of hearing that the Treaty with Sindia is concluded 
©in lefs than another Week, as nothing was wanting for it but my Creden- 
‘tials, which Colonel Muir had receive’, and had advifed him of it. 

’ ¢] now beg, my dear Sir Elijah, chat you will immediately fet off for this 
€ Place, if you have not already done it. I will write to Colonel Ahmuty to 
©efcort you to the Currumnaffa, and there you fhall be met by a ftrong De- 
‘tachment from hence. I will alfo write to Colonel Blair, to pfepare additional 
© Accommodations for you at Chunar, for you will not chufe to remain here, 
© You will be much pleafed with Chunar, and I fhall have a Pleafure in in- 
‘troducing you to the Acquaintance of Colonel Blair, whom I never knew 
‘ before ; and have found him not only one of the moft hofpitable Men, but of 
© the beft and molt benevolent Hearts, 

‘If you can get Tents (and if you cannot 1 can fend you fome) T would 
© advife you to make your Journey from the Currumnaffa by Land. 

‘I like not the Coaft News, but it tells well in the Perfian News-papers. 

© I defire you will prefent my Compliments to Lady Impey. 


¢ Yours, moft affectionately, 
‘WARREN HASTINGS,’ 


bad 


© Dear Sir Elijah, Benaris, 7th O&. 1781. 

‘ ] have written to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty to afford you an LEfcort to 
Buxar—lI would advife you to come fo far by Water, and the reft of the 
Way by Land, croffing from Buxar to the other Side. The following are 
the Stages at nearly equal Diftances : 

‘« Mahmudabad—Gazipoor—Pahrpoor—Seyedpoor—Chundrowty—Benaris. 
©‘ This Side of the River is preferable to the other, becaufe the Country 
through which your Road lies is open and civilized. On the other it is 
fhorter, but jungully and unfafe. 

© IT will take Care that you fhall find a little Army ready on the Bank op- 
pofite to Buxar, to attend and protect you the Remainder of your Way— 
and I will fend you Three good Tents--more, if you want them. 

© I will advance as far as J] may, without giving Alarm, to meet you. Let 
me know exaétly on what Day you leave Patna, and when you fhall expect 
to be at Buxar, that I may provide accordingly. 

© I beg you will prefent my Compliments to Lady Impey. 

« Your’s moft affectionately, 


‘WARREN HASTINGS.’ 
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¢ Benares, 8th O¢tober 1781. 

‘ 31 Years fince I firft 

¢ My dear Sir Flijah, © landed at Calcutta. 
« I have received yours of (as I conclude) the 3d, and am happy that mine 
of the 28th Ultimo arrived, as it appears to have done, at the fame Time 
with my former Letters, in which I too carneftly recommended your Retreat 
from Baugulpoor. I knew that you would not run any poffible Rifk, where 
you were aware of it; but as I knew that many of the Zemindars of the 
South Divifion of Bahar were both difaffe@ted and openly correfponded 
with Cheyt Sing, I feared a Surprize on that Side, while you were looking 
towards Patna; and the Situation of Baugulpoor difpleafed me, becaufe it 
was too far from the River for Flight on a fudden Emergency ; bur it mat- 
ters not now. I have written Two Letters to you to defire you to fet off 
[41] ¢ for 
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¢ for Benaris; and I gave you a March Route laft Night, which } will make 

¢ more correct. Upon Recollection, I think, that if Lady Impey feels na 

‘ Objection to the Fatigue of travelling fq Jong a Journey by Land, you will 
« do beft to begin it on this Side of the Soan. I fhall be able to fend Tents 
‘ thither in Time; I am now preparing them. I have written to Colonel 
‘ Ahmuty to furnifh you with an Efcart to Buxar, and englofe a Duplicate 
* of the Order. 

¢ Let me know your Difpofition, where you quit your Boats, and begin the 
¢ Journey by Land; who are of your Party; and what will be your Wants, 
* befides thofe of Camp Equipage, and Carriage, and Guards, which | fhall 
‘ provide. 

‘ I will furnifh you with a Horfe. ° 

© My Reafon for recommending an early Commencement of the Journey by 
© Land is, that you may be protected by your Efcort, which cannot attend you 
‘in Boats, nor accompany you along ghe Shore in all its Windings and 
¢ Interruptions. 

‘ I fhall go as far ag Seidpoor. If I was not tied dawn by political but in- 
« difpenfible Cautions, I would meet you at Byxar. — 

« Adieu, my dear Friend. Compliments and beft Wifhes to Lady I. 
¢ I am out of Patience to fee you. 1 was eafy when I had no Thought of it; 
© but now that J expect you I fhall be unnhappy till you come. 

© Your’s, ever affectionately, 


‘WARREN HASTINGS’ 
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Veneris, 2° die Februarij 1787. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houle againft Warren Haftings, Ef- 
quire, Jate Governor General of Bengal. 





Witneffes Examined, 


Mr. MIDDLETON. 
Sr ELIJAH IMPEY. 
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MINUTES, &. 





Martis, 20° die Februariy 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


Ct being propofed, That Sir Elijah Impey fhould be now called in, and examined. 


Refolved, 


That Sir Elijah Impey be now called in, and that the Chairman do acquaint him, that 
it is poffible a criminal Inquiry may be inftituted againft him, for his extra-official Con- 
duct, and other Tranfaétions, during his Refidence in India; —and that the Circumftance 
upon which he is to be examined, may probably be connected with the Subject of fuch 
an Inquiry. 

Sir Elijah Impey was called in, and acquainted by the Chairman with the faid Refolu- 
tion: — To which Sir Eliyah Impey faid, 

Sir, I thank you for your Information ; — but as I am confcious of no Guilt, and have 
nothing in my Conduét which I with to fecrete, it will not have the leaft Influence upon 
me, to prevent my giving the fulleft Information to the Committee upon the Subject 
which is before them. 


The Witnefs was then afked, 


Do you know a Perfon called Suckut Ullah Cawn; and upon what Occafion did you 
firft become acquainted with him? 

I do not know that I ever knew a Perfon of that Name,— but if I have any De- 
{cription of his Employment poffibly I may know him. 


He was Vackeel or otherwife employed under the Nabob of Farruckabad. - 
A Vackeel of the Nabob of Farruckabad I did know—but his Name I do not know, 
e=but I poffibly might know his Name formerly, —I do not now recollect it. 


Upon what Occafion did you know him, and when, and where ? ; 

The Occafion of my knowing him I can fpeak to, and where—but when I do not re- 
colleét accurately.—-The Occafion was, he was introduced to me by Mr. Robert Bathurft, 
at Calcutta, who reprefented to me that his Principal, the Nabob of Farruckabad, was 
uader great Oppreffion from the Vizier’s having taken Poffeffion of the Revenue 
of his Country, and he defired me to introduce the Vackeel to Mr. Haftings to pe 
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his Story.—This I did; and, as I well_remember, in the public Audience Room of the 
Governor GeneraleThat was the Occafion of my knowing him. 


Do you remember what was done in confequence of that Introduction ? 

I do not know that any Thing was done in confequence of that Reprefentation, any 
evere than that the Goyernor General. received: the Vackeet—1} chew mtereered mo more ir 
the Bufinefs, 


Did this happen before the fending up an Englifh Refident, or after? 
do not know when the Englifh Refident was fent up. 


Was it before Mr. Haftings went to Benares? . - 
It was before Mr. Haftings went to Benares, and'l Believe'a lbng while before. 


Did you fee that Vackeel at Benares or Chunar? . 
I do not recollect—I poMfibly might,—but I cannot tell whether I did or not. 


Did not Mr. Middleton make a Remonftrance, foon after the Treaty of Chunar, about 
fending this Man to eftablifh and proclaim the Independency of his Matter in the Territory 


* of Farruckabad ? 


When I was at Lucknow Mr. Middlcton did make fuch Remonftrance; and at the 
fame Time added, that the Nabob of Farruckabad was indebted I think to the Amount of 
Nine Lack of Rupees to the Vizicr, which he faid would be loft to.the Vizier if that Meafure 
was carried into Execution. This he defired me to reprefent to Mr, Haftings.—I did — 
and Mr. Haftings faid that he would take care that that Money fhould be fecured to the 
Vizier—of which I informed Mr. Middleton. 


What Steps did Mr. Haftings take in confequence of that:Reprefentation from Mr, Mid- 
dleton? 


I do not know what he did. 


Whether the Vizier had not aétually fent Almas Ali Cawn, or fome other Sequeftrator, 
into the Country, between the figning of the Treaty of Chunar, and the declaring the 
Independence of the Nabob of Farruckabad ? 

] have heard Almas Ali Cawn was fent—but I know nothing of the Fact,— nor do I 
know whether it was between the figning of the Treaty of Chunar, and fuch a Declaration, 
if fuch Declaration of the Independence of the Nabob was made. 


Have you not produced a Letter to this Committee, from Mr. Middleton to you, in 
which are thefe Words; ‘* Suckut Ullah Cawn, inftead of coming to me, has proceeded 
«¢ ftrait to Farruckabad, where he has proclaimed his own Commiffion, and his Matter’s 
« Independency, in Terms not very refpectful to the Vizier ?” 

I beg Leave to refer to the Letters. 1 have produced; for I do not remember accurately 
their Contents. 


Whether the Vizier did not, befides the Obje& of the Debts, confider the Removal of 
his People as an Infringement of an Article in the Treaty of Chunar? 

I never had any Converfation with the Vizier on the Subject, and know nothing how he 
confidered it. 


Nid not Mr. Haflings infift on the Nabob Vizier recalling Almas Ali Cawn from that 
Country ? 
As wel) as I recollect, I think he did. 


Upon what Principle did he juffify that Mandate ? 

] have not at this Time any Recolleétion whether I. have heard him juftify it or not:— 
If he did, and J knew it, his Reafons are moft probably contained in the Letter I wrote to 
Mr. Middleton on that Subject, and now before the Committee. 


Are you fure then, that any Reafon is affigned in your Letter for Mr. Haltings’s perfe- 
vering in thofe Orders ? 
J am by po Means fure. 


Whether you was not employed to folicit this Bufinefs on the Part of the Nabob, or of 
Mr. Middleton ? : 

Mr, Middleton defired me to make this Reprefentation—that Reprefentation 1 made-— 
that was the Whole of my Employment or foliciting. 


Did not you in your Letter fay that you did all you could in that Bufinefs ? 
J poffibly did ;—and I have toid the Committee all I could do. 
I ‘Whethér: 
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Whether you never heard Mr. Haftings affign any Reafon for this peremptory Refos 
ution ? 


I do not recollect any further Reafon than his confidering it as done in Contravention 
of his Orders. 


When did he give thofe Orders ? 


Whether he gave Orders or not I cannot tell — but I underftood he confidered it as. 
contrary to fome Orders he had given. 


To whom did he give thofe Orders ? 
I have before faid, I did not know he had given any Orders at all. 


Did not you declare, in a Letter co Mr. Middleton, that you confidered yourfelf, as well 
as Mr. Middleton, to be pledged for the Performance of the Agreement between Mr. 
Haftings and the Vizier? 

I, having related to Mr. Haftings the Affurances Mr. Middleton had given, that the 
Treaty of Chunar fhould be carried into Execution, and having added, that I was fure 
Mr. Micidleton was fincere in thofe Affurances, believe I wrote fomething to that Effe&. 


Did not you write that you confidered yourfelf as piedged to the Execution of the 
Treaty of Chunar? 

My Letter is on the Table of the Committee :——I have faid I wrote to that effect-—the 
words I do not remember. 


Confidering yourfelf as pledged to the Execution of the Treaty of Chunar, why did- 
you never afk Mr. Haftings his Reafons for acting in a Point relating to a principal 
Branch of that Treaty ? 

Mr. Haftings was very anxious that the Treaty of Chunar fhould be carried inte 
Fxecution—he faid, he thought his whole Credit and Reputation depended upon it. 
I was defired to prefs Mr. Middleton to get that whole Treaty carried into Execution. 
I never converfed, either with the Governor or Mr. Middleton, on the Treaty, Article by 
Article, but only prefled Mr. Middleton that the Whole of it might be executed. 


Is there any Thing in the Treaty of Chunar which enabled Mr, Haftings to order the’ 
Recall of the Nabob’s Officer from Farruckabad ? 


And the Queftion being objected to ; 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

And ‘being again called in; 
Fle was afked, 


Did Mr: [faftings affign anv Reafon, grounded by him on the Treaty of- Chunar, te 
juftify the Order he had.given for the Recall of the Vizier’s Officer from Harruckabad+ 
Not as I recollect. 


Did not Mr. Haftings give an Order for the Releafe from Imprifonment of a Perfon 
catled Ifmael Beg, whom the Vizier had ordered to be confined ? 


And the Queftion being objected to ; 
The Witnels.was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 

The Queftion was repeated. 


Whether the Vizier had ordered him to be confined, I do not know——but Mr. Haftings 
gave Directions for the Releafe of a Perfon called Ifmael Beg.—I fhould imagine he did 
not think him imprifoned by the Vizier ;—for the Reafon he gave for ordering I{mael Beg 
to be rcleafed was this — that he underftood Ifmael Beg was coming to him to make 


fomé Remonftrances, and that he had been imprifoned at Lucknow, to prevent his coming 
for that Purpofe. 


Lnprifoned by whom, and by whofe Authority? 


: I underftood under the Authority of the Nabab, made ufe of, I believe, by Hyder 
Cg. 


; Was it common for Hyder Beg-to make ufe of the Nabob’s Authority without his‘Con- 
ent? 

And the Queftion being abjected to.; 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

And being again called in ; 

The Queftion was repeated. 


I know nothing of Hyder Beg’s Conduét. Did 
i 
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Did not Mr. Middleton reprefent to Mr. Haltings, through you, that he muft confider 
the Execution of thofe Orders relating to Ifmael Beg to have an Effect that would tend 
to render the Nabob lefs refpected in the Eyes of his People? 

I do not recollect, but I rather chink he did. 


Did not Mr. Middleton reprefent Ifmael Beg as a Villain that had obtained a4 Triumph 
ove; im, and that ic had given a fevere Stab to the Influence and Authority of his Sta- 
tion: ° 

I recollect, upon the Queftion being put in this Manner, fuch Expreffions were ufed in 
fome Letters of Mr. Middleton. 


You being employed to make Reprefentations to that Effeét, what Reafon did Mr. 
Haftings give for perfevering in his Refolution to free a Perfon, fo defcribed by the 
Refident, from an Imprifonment inflicted by the ordinary Authority of the Coun- 
try? 

1 am extremely defirous of giving every Information to the Committee in my Power; 
but as it has been intimated to me by the Chairman of the Committee, that there is an 
Intention of preferring a cciminal Accufation againft me, and that the Matters which are 
involved in the prefent Inquiry may be Part of that Accufation, I do not know how far the 
Force of the Word employed may in the Senfe of the Committee involve me. I have ne Ob- 
jection to explain bow employed, but with the Generality of the Word not to be carried far- 
ther than the Truth of the Cafe. To the Fact I am ready to anfwer.—] have the fame 
Objection to make to the frequent Repetitions of the Word /alicit, becaufe I do not mean 
to admit'myfelf before this Houfe to be a Solicitor or common Agent ia this Bufinefs.— 
The Reafon, as well as I can recolleét at this Diftance of Time, chat Mr. Haftings af- 
figned for interfering in the Releafe of Ifmael Beg, was what I have before rclated, and, if 
the Committee defire it, will relate again—That he underftood that Ifmael Beg was 
coming from Lucknow to him to prefer Complaints, and that his Imprifonment was 
merely for the Purpofe of preventing his preferring thofe Complaints. This I think I ftated 
in my Letter; and I think I added, that whether that Fact was true or not, Mr. Haftings, 
was fo well convinced of it, that it operated on his Mind as if it was true. I] know no 
other Reafon for Mr, Haftings’s interfering. 


ane a Nabob, or Mr. Middleton, admit the Truth of this Allegation of Mr. 
aftings ! 
Whether the Nabob knew of it I cannot tell—Mr. Middleton certainly did not admit it. 


Did not Mr. Middleton ftate, that this Man’s Conduct to the Nabob had been infamous ? 
¥ believe he did. ‘ 


‘ Did he not offer to get the Particulars verified upon Oath ? 
I rather believe that he did—all 1 know of it is from Mr. Middleton’s Letters, which 
are before the Houfe. j 


Whether Mr. Middleton did not inform you that the Nabob would probably write to 
Mr. Haftings himfelf, before he finally complied with his, Mr, Haftings’s, Injunctions ? 
If he did, it was by Letters which are before the Houfe, and to which I defire to refer—= 
J am very much afraid, not having perfect Recollection of the Letters, of faying any Thing 
contradictory to them. 
Then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in; 
The Witnefs was afked, 


Did you reprefent to Mr. Haftings the Matters which were contained in thofe Letters ? 
I take it for granted I did. 


What did Mr. Haftings doin confequence of that Reprefentation relative to Ifmael Beg ? 

Mr. Haftings frequently preffed for the Releafe of Ifmael Bég.—-What further was 
done, I do not recollect-if any Thing further was done without my Knowledge, it will 
appear on the Face of the Letters, to which I beg Leave to refer. 


_ Is there any Anfwer amongit the Letters from you to Mr. Middleton’s lait Reprefentation? 
I beg to refer to the Letters, : 


Was any Thing done in confequence of that Reprefentation ? 

I do not know. 

Was IJ{mael Beg releafed ? Pe 

I really do not recollect whether he was or was note-I have not even at prefent an Opinion 
3 on. 


[ 284 ] 


on that Subject. —I fhould rather think Mr. Haftings’s Authority was yiclded to on that 
Occafion; but J do not know. 


When was Mr. Shee appointed Refident at Farruckabad ? 


I know he was appointed Refident, but when I do not recollectemIt was before the 
Treaty of Chunar. 


Was you at Calcutta when Mr. Shee’s Appointment took Place? 


I dare fay I was, but I do not recollect—as I was chiefly refident at Calcutta, I dare 
fay I was. 


¢ 


Did you ever converfe with Mr. Haftings on that Subject? 
To the beft of my Recollection I never did. 


Do you know whether, antecedent to fuch Appointment, Mr. Haftings had or had not 
expreffed a Difinclination to interfere in the Nomination of a Refident at Farruckabad? 
I do not recollect having had any Converfation, or hearing any Thing upon the Subject. 


Do you know what was the immediate Reafon of naming Mr. Shee to that Ap- 
polntment? 

Of my own Knowledge I cannot fay ; and what I have heard I would rather wifh, if the 
Queftion is not preffed, not to anfwer, as it may be a Reflection upon a Gentleman, upon 
whom, ftanding as I do, he would be the lafl Man I would throw a Reflection. 


And then the Witnefs was dire&ted to withdraw. 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efg. called in and examined. 


Do you know whether, foon after the Treaty of Chunar had paffed, the Vizier did not 
es ss Ali Cawn, or fome Sezawaul, to Farruckabad ? 
e did, 


How foon after? 
I think in about Three Weeks after, to the beft of my Recolledtion. 


Did the Vizier confider himfelf as entitled to do fo under the Treaty of Chunar ? 
I have no doubt but he did. 


Did not Mr. Haftings direct that the Sezawaul fhould be recalled ? 
Yes—he did. 


How foon after the Appointment ? 
I do not recolleét exactly the Time, but very foon after the Appointment was made. 


Did not the Vizier confider this Recall as an Infringement of the Treaty of Chunar ? 
I do not know whether he did or not; but he remonftrated againft it, becufe he con- 
ceived it would be giving up the Means of collecting his Tribute. 


Did he not confider the Manner of doing it as a great Indignity to himfelf, and as a 
Matter forced upon him? 

He certainly complained violently againft it; and it was much againft his Inclination 
that the Sezawaul was withdrawn. 


What Motives were affigned by Mr. Ifaftings for withdrawing the Vizier’s Sezawaul ? 
To leave the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung to pay his Tribute through his own Officers. 


What Anfwer did Mr. Haftings make to the frequent Reprefentations that you made 
to him on that Subject ? 
I do not recollect any particular Anfwer he made, but that the Tribute would be paid 
; through the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung’s own Officers. 


Did not Mr. Haftings render himfelf refponfible that that Tribute fhould be paid ? 
As far as Affurances would do it, he did. 


Whether Mr. Haftings did not appoint a Perfon of that Country, called Suckut Ullah 
Cawn, or fome fuch Name, to the Management of the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung’s Affairs ? 

J do not know that Mr. Haftings appointed him, but 1 have a Recollection he informed 
rie that that Perfon was to come to Luckaow for the Purpofe of fettling the Vizier’s Tri- 
bure. —It either came to me from Mr. Haftings immediately, or from him through Sir 
Elijah Impey. 
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Did Suckut Ullah Cawn come to Lucknow, agreeable to the Information you re- 
ceived ? 

Ve did not. 

When you, in your Letter to Sir Elijah Impey, mention that Suckut Ullah Cawn 
proclaimed his own Commiffion on his going from Mr. Haftings to Farruckabad, what 


Cominiffion did you mean? 
His Commiffion of Superintendant of Naib or Miniter to the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung. 


From whom did he receive that Commiffion ? 
1 do not know—nor do I know he had fuch a Commiffion at ‘all. 


Did he not proclaim that he had fuch a Commiffion? 
He certainly did, according to the Accounts I received from Furruckabad. 


If he had fucha Commiffion, do not you think that he meant to have it underftood 
that he had it from Mr. Haftings ? 

I think he meant to have it underftood that he had it from Mr. Haftings. 

How long did Suckut UHah Cawn continue in Poffeffion of the Naibut before the Re- 
turn of the Sezawaul on the Part of the Vizier ? 

J think till the Month of July 1782, or thereabouts. 


By whofe Authority was he then removed ? 
By a Letter from the Governor General and Council, which directed that effectual Af- 
fiftance fhould be given to the Vizier for the Recovery of his Claims on Farruckabad. 


How long did that Sezawaul continue in Poffeffion ? 
I cannot fay—he was appointed when I was abfent from Lucknow, and he remained 


in that Office when I was recalled from Lucknow. 


Was there any Complaint on the Part of Muzzuffer Jung, or any of his Relations, of 
Oppreffions exercifed in the Country, or Indignities offered to their Family by the Vizier’s 
Sezawaul t 

I cannot fay I recollect any. 


Did you ever hear of any fuch Complaints being made ? 
T think I have heard that Complaints were made to Mr. Haftings. 


What did Mr. Haftings do in confequence of thofe Complaints ? 
It is probable, in confequence of thofe Complaints, the Sezawaul was ordered to be 


recalled—but I fpeak without any pofitive Knowledge of the Fact. 


Do you know of any, and what, Complaints which were made again{t Mr. Shee,-the 
Company’s Refident, whilft he continued at Farruckabad ? 

] cannot fay that I myfelf know of any—TI have heardit, but only from mere Reports, 
which I think it unneceffary to trouble the Committee with. 


Do you think Mr. Haftings heard of thofe Reports ? 
] apprehend Mr. Haftings muft have heard of thofe Complaints, as the Nabob Muz- 


zuffer Jung had a Vakeel at Calcutta with him. 


Were any Complaints made by the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung againft Mr. Shee, which 
were tranfinitted to the Vizier, and by htm communicated to you! ? 
{ do not recollect that any were communicated to me. 


Do you know any other Channel by which the Vizier communicated any fuch Com- 


plaints to Mr. Haftings ? 
I do not know that he did by any other Channel, but he had a Vakeel at Calcutta 


through whom he might have communicated them. 


Do you know that in Fa any fuch Complaints were communicated ¢ 
I do not, of my own Knowledge, know that there were, 


Dyou know it by any other, and what Information ? 
To the beft of my Recollection I have heard that Complaints were made ; but I can- - 
not recollect the particular Inftances, nor through what Channel. 


Are you furc it was not from Mr. Haftings’s printed Obfervations on the Treaty at 
Chunar, 3 in fome Publication ? 

It is impoffible to fay through what Channel they were made—~in fhort, I have no 
Knowledge of any Complaints being made, 
: Did 


ad 
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my Did Mr. Haftings ever inftruct you, cither by r or verbal Direction, either at 
Chunar or elfewhere, to fet on Foot an Enquiry into the Truth or Falfehood of thote 
rumoured Charges ~~ | 
He certainly did not. 


oe you in your Poffeflion any Correfpondence relative to the. Affairs of Farruck- 
abdaqd ¢ A 
I do not know that I have. 


You will be pleafed to anfwet that Queftion direly. 
: IT have fome Copies of Letters, but whether they refpeét Farruckabad or no I cannot 
ay. 

You will fay, upon what Account I{mael Beg was imprifoned at Lucknow ? 

As I underftood it-—for a Balance of his Revenucs. 


Was it by the Vizier’s Authority that he was confined ? 

Certainly. 

And with his Knowledge and Approbation ? 

Certainly. 

Had he behaved himfelf dutifully and refpe€tfully to the Nabob Vizier ? 


I never heard any Complaints againft him for a coutrary Conduét to the Nabob, as I 
recollect. 


Was Ifinael Beg’s Conduct in any Refpect difrefpeétful or infulting to the Nabob, or do 
you mean that Mr. Haftings’s Order to free him from Imprifonment was difrefpectful or 
infulting to the Nabob and his Minifters ? 

I do not know of any Inftance of his infulting Conduét to the Nabob before the Occafion 
for which he was put into Confinement. 


Was it fo afterwards ? 

My Informations were chiefly from the Nabob himfelf, and I think I tranfimitted 
the Nabob’s Letters on that Subject to Mr. Haftings ; and I hope the Committee will 
permit me to refer to thofe Letters, as I really cannot Charge my Memory with 
Circumftances of fo long a Date. 


Did the Nabob Vizier, in Fact, himfelf Complain to you of fuch Infolence of Ifmael 
Beg? 

To the beft of my Recollection he did, as alfo his Minifter upon that Occafion. 

Did you think Ifmael Beg a Man of good or evil Charaéter, fit to be trufted or 
not? 

I certainly thought him very Truft-worthy, and was myfelf in fome Meafure inftru- 
mental in recommending him to the Farm of Illahabad. 


Did you always perfevere in that Opinion? 
I believe I did, till he failed in his Engagements with the Vizier. 


Did you think him blameable in that Refpect ? 
I certainly did. 


Was his Conduct to you or Mr. Haftings improper ? 
I certainly thought fo. 


Did he endeavour to depreciate Mr, Haftings’s Character? 
J underftood he did. 


In what manner? 

{ do not know that he endeavoured to depreciate his Character, but he propagated Re- 
ports of his being fuperfeded in the Government, and endeavoured to prejudice his In- 
fluence at the Vizier’s Court. 


What Reafons did Mr. Haftings affign for ordering him to be freed from his Confine- 
ment? 

I cannot fay I recollect the particular Reafons he affigned. 

Did he affign any Reafon againft the Fairnefs of the Accounts, for not anfwering which 
he was confined ? 

I do not recollect that he did. 


_ Did Mr. Haftings produce any {pecial Circumftances which induced him to infift upon 
his being difcharged ? ‘ 


1 donot recolleé& that he did, 
Did 
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Did he not affign as one Reafon, that he was imprifoned to prevent his making Petitions. 
or Remonftrances to him? 
It is poffible he might, bur I do not recollect that he did. 


Was that the Caufe of his imprifonment ? 
I conceive not. 


Did Mr. Haftings take any Meafures, to your Knowledge, to verify whether that was the 
Caufe or not? 
Not to my Knowledge. . 


Did Mr. Hattings take any Meafure to fecure the Payment of Ifmael Beg’s Balance be- 
fore he was releafed? 

Y do not know that he did; but I think he mentioned that the Account was to be 
fairly fettled before he was releafed. , 


Was that done? 
The Account was fettled, but I believe the Balance was not paid. 


Was the Balance confiderable ? 


I do not recollect what the Sum was; but I think it was between One and Twa 
Lacks of Rupees. 


Was he not again appointed to thofe Colleétions ? 
I believe not, during my Refidence at Lucknow. 


Was he afterwards? 
I think he was afterwards, but I really am not certain. 


Had he not made you fome Overtures relative to your Intereft before he had been Six 
Hours in Confinement ? 
To the beft of my Recollection he did. 


What were they ? 
They were general: —- He gave me to underftand he would make it worth my while to 
efpoufe his Caufe againft the Nabob, 


Did you reject that Offer? 
I paid no Sort of Attention to it. 


Do youknow of any Reafon better than that of a Pecuniary Intereft, that could have in- 
duced any Perfon to order his Releafe from a Confinement infli€ted by the lawful Autho- 
rity of the Country ? 

{do not know any Reafon for it, unlefs it might have been fuppofed he had been un- 
juftly confined. 


Do you know any Reafon for it, except fuch as above, which could be affigned by any 
Perfon in Juftification of his Releafe, other than upon an Enquiry whether the Confinement 
was juft or unjuft? 

I cannot fay I know any other. 


Was not Mr. Haftings very peremptory from the Beginning, in ordéring If{mael Beg to 
be releafed ¢ 
To the beft of my Recollection he was. 


Was Suckut Ullah Cawn, the Vakeel of Muzzuffer Jung, Refident at Calcutta with Mr. 
Hattings ? 
I underftood he was. 


Do you know whether it was the Cuftom of Mr. Haftings to allot fo many Hours, in al- 
moft every Day, to converfe with the Vakeels refident in Calcutta, and to receive their Re- 
prefentations ¢ 

I underftand it was his Cuftom. 


Do you know whether Mr. Haftings fpeaks the Moor Language well (which is the 
common Language for Converfation). 
I always underftood that he did—as well as Europeans do in general, 


Do you know whether Mr. Haftings underftands the Perfian Language, fufficiently to 
read a Perfian Letter himfelf, and to underftand it perfectly as read by a Monthee ? 

I have always underftood that Mr. Haftings underftood the Perfian Language perfectly 
well, and of courfe that he could read and underftand a Perfian Letter. 7 
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Fiad the Nabob Vizier a Vakeel at Calcurta, and what his N me? 
He had a Vakeel at Calcuttashis Name was Rejah Govind Ram. 


Do you know that Mr, Haftings permitted the Vaktels to attend-him on Bufinefs at 
ay tines, . his gab iar as well as at the Government Houfe, in Calcutta? - 
now it was ms Cuftom to receive Vakeels promifcuoufly at his Country H 

but I have often feen the Vizier’s Vakeel and others there. nes 


Do you conceive that Reprefentations might have.been made by the Nabob Vizier and 
Muzzuffer Jung, through their Vakeels, without any Communication with the Refident at 
Lucknow ? 

Certainly I conceive there might. 


While you was Refident at Lucknow, and Mr. Shee at Farruckabad, was the Tribute 
from Muzzuffer Jung regularly remitted to Lucknow? 
I do not recollect—I believe it was never fully paid up. 


While Muzzuffer Jung had the intire Management of his Country, fram December 
a to July net did he make any Remittance of his Tribute to Lucknow ? 
one at all, 


Before Mr. Shee’s Appointment, was the Tribute regularly paid up and remitted ? 
I believe it was not. 


Was it better paid during Mr. Shee’s Continuance in Office, or worie than in the Periods 
preceding it? 

I believe much the fame; but I fpeak from:a very imperfect Recollection. 

ts hen your Anfwer is not from any Certainty ? 

0. 

Upon what Grounds do you make this laft Affertion, that the Remittances in Mr. Shee’s 
Time were much the fame as before? 

I fpeak from Recollection merely—I think there were always Balaaces on the Tribute 
from Farruckabad. 


Were thofe Balances lefs after the Removal of Mr. Shee ? 
I think there was very little, if any Thing, collected after the Removal of Mr. Shee. 


4 oy 


The Two following Queftions, which had been before put to the Witnels, 
and his Anfwers, were again read. 


«¢ Do you know of any Reafon better than that of a Pecuniary Intereft, that could have 
‘¢ induced any Perfon to order his Releafesfrom a Confinement inflicted by the lawful 


«© Authority of the Country ? 
«¢ Ido not know any Reafon for it, unlefs it might have been fuppofed he had been 


«« unjuftly confined. 

«© Do you know any Reafon for it, except fuch as above, which could be affigned by 
« any Perfon in Juftification of his Releafe, other than upon an Enquiry whether the 
«¢ Confinement was juft or unjuft ? 

* I cannot fay I know any other.” 


And then the Witnefs was afked ; 


Da you anean to imply, by your Anfwers to thofe Queftions, that Mr. Haftings was in- 
fluenced ‘by his private Entereft to order the Releafe of Himael Beg ? 
Mott certainly I do not. 


Are you not fully perfuaded that Mr. Haftings was not influenced by any fuch Motives? 


» 


| 4 As far as I ant acquainted with any Circumitanceg:1 am perfuaded he was not. 


Did Mr. Haftings order any Inquiry to be inftiruted, whether Ifmacl Beg was juftly or 
unjuftly imprifoned ? ; 
: edaat oa that he did, further than ordering the Account of his Balances to be taken. 


| Didi BR ig inform Mr. Haftings, through Sir Elijah Impey, that Ifmael Beg had been 
' ta ‘ g 


you by fome Pecuniary Offers for his Releafe ? 
I did write co. Sir Elijah Impey on the Subject, -Qb the beft of my Recolleétion, to the 


‘+ Pynport of ane of my Letters before the Committee, delivered in by Sir Elijah Impey ; 


but whether he communicated ic to Mr. Haftings, or not, I cannot fay. 
[4M] Did 
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Did Mr. Haftings, after the Letter had been fent to be communicated, informing hit © 
of the corrupt Offers of Ifmael Beg, and your Motives for refufing them, defift from his 


Injunctions to have him (Ifmael Beg) releafed from Prifon ? 
The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in; he was afked, 


Did you mean that the Letter written by you, relative to Ifmael Beg, fhould, either by 
itfelf or in its Subftance, be communicated by Sir Elyah Impey to Mr. Haftings, or 


not? 
I certainly wifhed that the Subftance fhould be communicated to Mr. Haftings. 

Did Mr, Haftings, after the Letter had been fent to be fo communicated, informing him 
of the corrupt Offers of Ifmael Beg, and your Motives for refufing them, defift from his 


Injunctions to have him (Ifmael Beg) releafed from Prifon ? 
He perfevered in his Injunctions, that he fhould be fo releafed; but I do not recollect 


having received any frefh Orders from him after the Difpatch of that Letter. 


And then the Witnefs was direéted to withdraw. 
To report a Progrefs, dec. 


Mar tis, 20° die Februarij 1787. 


MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Hastings, 
Efquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 





‘Witneffes Examined, 


Sr ELIJAH IMPEY. 
Mr. MIDDLETON. 
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MINUTES, &. 





Veneris, 23° die Februaryy 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houle on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal, 


IR ELIJAH IMPFEY being called in; 


And the Order for the Production of the Correfpondence in his Poffeffion, relating 
to the Affairs of Farruckabad, being read to the Witneis ; 


He was afked, 


Have you brought any fuch Correfpondence with you ? 
I have not. 


Have you any further Correfpondence relative to Farruckabad in your Pofleffion ? 

I have not any Correfpondence relative to Farruckabad, nor any other Correfpondence 
relative to the Articles exhibited againft Mr. Haflings, but fuch Letters as I have before 
delivered into this Commiuttce—nor have had in England any but what I before de- 
jivered in. 


In whofe Cuftody did you leave your Correfpondence with Mr. Middleton relative to 
the Affairs of Oude, or other Matters relative to public Bufinefs ? 
In the Cuftody of Nobody. 


What did you do with that Part of your Corr: {pondence ? 
I before told this Committee, that it was by mere Chance any Part of the Correfpon- 
dence was preferved—I never thought of preferving it. 


The Queftion repeated. 
I fhould have prefaced what I before faid, by faying, that I do not know what is be- 
come of it. 


If you do ‘not know what is become of it, how can you affert that you have left it in 
no Man’s Hands at Calcutta ? 

I did not mean that it miyzht not by Chance have come into the LJands of any Perfon at 
Calcutta, but that I never left ic in Truft with any body there. —IL hope there is no In- 
confiftency im that Anfwer. 


[4N ] Did 
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Did you deftroy thofe Papers, or not ? 
If I deftroyed them, I do not remember that I deftroyed them—I even will not take 


upon myfelf to fay that they ever exifted ; though I rather beWeve that more Letters paffed 
than thofe which were produced before this Committee. 


You will recollect whether you did or did not deftroy them, and fpeak pofitively to 


that Point ? 
If I could recolleét whether I did or did not deftroy them, I fhould have anfwered the 


Queftion as fully as I have anfwered any Queftion put to me by the Committee. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, being called in; 


And the Order for the Production of the Correfpondence in his Poffeffion, relating 
to the Affairs of Farruckabad, being read to him, 


He was afked, 


Have you brought that Correfpondence ? 
I have. 


The Witnefs then produced at the Bar a Lift, containing a Reference to certain Books 
he had brought with him. 


And the faid Lift and Books were delivered in at the Table. 
And then the Witnefs was afked, 


Are there in thofe Books any Part of your Correfpondence with Sir Elijah Impey, re- 
Jative to Farruckabad, or the Affairs of Oude ? 

1 believe not. 

Have you Copies or Originals of any Correfpondence between you and Sir Elijah Impey, 
relative to the Affairs of Oude, fince your Correfpondence commenced, in 1780? 

To the beft of my Knowledge I have not. 


How have you difpofed of that Correfpondence ? 

When I left India I deftroyed all Papers which I thought of no Confequence; and I 
apprehend Sir Elijah Impey’s Letters were amongft thofe I deftroyed—I1 don’t know I ever 
kept Copies of my Letters to Sir Elyah Impey. 

Have you Sir Elijah Impey’s Letters to you? 

I believe I have already faid I have not. 


Is your whole Correfpondence relative to Farruckabad in thofe Books ? 
Every Thing that is in my Poffeffion. 


Js there any further Correfpondence any where elfe ? 
Not that I know of. 


Has any been given up to Mr. Haftings, or deftroyed ? 
I have already faid to this Committee, that many of my Letters were delivered up to 
Mr. Haftings feveral Years ago—It is poffible fome of them might have related to Far- 


ruckabad ; but I cannot fay. 
Have any been delivered from you to Mr. Haftings, fince the Period of thofe which the 
Court of Directors ordered you to deliver up to the Governor General and Council ? 
None have been delivered up fince the Period when Mr. Haftings demanded them—I 


don’t recollect when that was. 
And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


The faid Letters and Extraéts, copied from the feveral Books fo delivered in by 
Mr, Middleton, according to the Direction of the faid Lilt, are as follow. 
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‘ Mr. Briftow to Lieutenant Colonel Goddard, 


© To Lieutenant Colonel Goddard. 
¢ Sir, 
© J have the Pleafure to fend you herewith a Letter from his Fixcellency 
the Vizier. j 
© As his Excellency has entirely given up Munitaz ul Dowlah to Muzuf- 
fer Jung, he has alfo agreed to a Requeft of the latter to withdraw the Guards 
upon his Houfe and Effeéts; and has dire€ted me to acquaint you with his 
Refolution, and to requeft you will order the Guard of your Sepoys, now 
ftationed there, to make over their Charge to Muzuffer Jung’s People, as 
fome Compenfation to him for the Deficiencies in the Revenue, whilft in the 
Hands of Munitaz ul Dowlah. 
‘Iam, Sir, &c.’ 
€ Lucknow, roth January 1777. 


To Lieutenant Colonel Wilding, commanding the Temporary Brigade at 

© Futcty Ghurr. 

¢ Sir, 

‘ Agreeably to your Defire, I now forward you a Letter from the Nabob 
Vizier, requefting that you will occafionally furnifh the Nabob Muzuffer 
Jung, upon his and the Sizowoul’s Application, with fuch Aid as you may 
be able, in realizing the Colle&tions of his Excellency’s Tribute. 

©‘ T have the Honour to be, 

Sir, yours, &c. 


¢ Lucknow, ‘Signed NATH, MIDDLETON, 
1ith October 1778. © Refident, &c.’ 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier’s AMgnments to the Company 
‘ on the Nabob Mozufter Jung. 

¢ Sir, 
© In Conformity to the Commands of the Honourable the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, under date the 22d ultimo, conftituting you in the Place 
of the Sezawul at Farruckabad, to colleét the Vizier’s Affignment to the 
Company on the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, with the fame Allowances, Efta- 
blifhment, and Power, that have been given to the faid Sezawul, I now 
proceed to give you fuch Informations and Inftruétions as I judge requifite 
for your fulfilling the Intentions of your Appointment. 

‘ The Tribute to be paid by the Nabob Mozuffer Jung to his Excellency the 
Vizier is fettled at Lucknow Sicca Rupees 4,50,000 per Annum; buton 
Account of Balances remaining unpaid at the End of the Jaft Hindoo 
Year 1186, which was in our asth September 1779, the whole Demand 
upon the Nabob of Farruckabad became 6,62,000 L” S* R', agreeable to 
the Account inclofed, N* 4, which alfo fpecifies the Sun allowed to the 
Sezawul on the Part of the Nabob Vizier, for fuch a Force as is neccffary to 
make your Collections, and of courfe becomes a Dedudting from the Nabob 
Vizier’s Claini. On the feparate Paper, N° 2, is fpecified the Allowances 
on the Part of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, which muft be accumulated upon 
the Tuncaw he will give you for the Purpofe of anfwering the Nabob’s 
Claim. Three per Cent, is the Commiffion of the Sezawul, to be drawn 
only upon the fpecific Sum which he fhall be found to have collected of the 
Amount made over to him in Affignments. The Balance to the Company 
due from Abdullah Beg, the prefent Sezawul, according to the N° 3, 
amounts to 2,09,514 L” S* R*, for which you have, N° 4, the Bond of the 
Nabob Mozufler Jung; this it appeared neceffary to take, becaufe all the 
Collectors in the Country have officially figned thefe Obligations, as an 
Acknowledgment that the Demand is a juft ong; and as your Situation is 
more in the Ligut of a Collection, J could not demand fuch an Obligation 
from you. The Bond however is made out with this faving Claufe, that he the 


© Nabob 
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Nabob Mozuffer Jung fhall credit in the Accounts of the Vizier, for what- 
ever Sums fhall be proved to be due from the Sezawul Abdullah Beg, upon 
an Adjuftent of his Accounts. You will likewife receive herewith, N° 5, 
a Copy of the Kiltbundee executed by Abdullah Beg, which, as all the de- 
pendant Adjuflments with the inferior Aumils are made according to rt, can 
be the only Eine for my Demands upon you to the End of the prelenct 
Year. 

©N*6 is a Perwannah to the Sezawul, direCling him to deliver over Charge 
of his Office to you, together with the Public Papers and Cash in his Hands, 
to point out the feveral Aumils, and the Purgunnahs in which they have been 
employed ; to deliver you Accounts of his particular Adjuftments with theni 
for the Public Revenue of the Collections they have paid him, and the Ba- 
lances feverally due from them. It is unneceffary,to inform you that thefe 
feveral dependent Accounts, united, muft from the Abftraét which I have in- 
clofed, N° 3; 4nd upon them, and the Acknowledgments of the Aumils, 
muft depend your Information from whence the Balance in Demand mutt be 
drawn. It may be advifeable to oblige the feveral Aumils, as you may fettle 
the Demands upon them for the Balance due on their Engagements, with 
the Sezawal to lign Bonds for their Balances to be paid to the End of the 
prefent Year, at which Time each Aumil muft render you an Account of 
his Jumma Crutch, that is, his Colle€tions and Difburfement, that you may 
be enabled to fettle the juft Demands of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung for the 
enfuing Year; for from the Nature of the Engagements between his 
Excellency the Vizier, and the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, which are not upon 
the Footing of thofe between the Government and Farmers, whatever Defi- 


ctencies there may be in One Year, muft be accumulated on the Tribute, of | 


the next. ‘This will render it abfolutely neceffary for the Nabob of Farrucka- 
bad’s lafe, each Year, to be punétual in the Difcharge of the Tribute, by 
giving into your Hands ample Affignments, in order to prevent his being ad- 
ditionally burthened in the enfuing : A Maxim it will be your Duty to in- 
culcate and force, as it will, befides the real Benefit to the Nabob Mozuffer 
Jung, render fecure that Part of the Company’s Affignments from the 
Vizier. 

‘In your Adjuftment with the Sezawul Abdullah Beg, fhould any Differ- 
ence arife between you and him, it muft be referred to my Decifion, when 
you will make me acquainted with all Circumftances and Papers which you 
Imagine will affift me therein. At the End of the prefent Year, which will be 
in September next, it will be requifite for you to come to Lucknow, in order 
to adjuft the Accounts between this Government and the Nabob Mozufler 
Jung, who fhould alfo come himfeJf, or depute his Dewan. 


© Lucknow, ‘Tam, Sir, 
the 16'* June 1780.’ ‘ Your moft obedient Scrvant, 
« (Signed) C. PURLING,’ 


‘To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company’s Affignments at 
© Furruckabad, 
‘Sir, 

‘ A Zemindar of the Diftrict of Almafs Ally Khaun, named Kotule Cawn, 
having killed the above Aumil’s Naib of Ettawah, in a Battle, and fled 
from his own Pergunnah into the Country of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, is, 
I underftand, now in Treaty with Purrunfook, to deliver to him a Fort at 
Nedowly, fituated upon the Confines of the Two Provincés, in order there- 
by the more effectually to fupport a Rebellion againft the Nabob’s Govern- 
ment, and oppofe the Collection of the Rents. I therefore requeft you will 
take efpecial Care thatthe Fort is mot only not delivered up, but that Pur- 
runfook fhall be immediately advifed that fuch a Conduct will place hin in 
fuch a Light of Culpability as to bring him to a fevere Account and Punifh- 
ment. You will further pleafe to require of him, if pofMfible, to apprehend 
the Perfon ef Kotule Cawn, and deliver him to Almafs Ally Khaun’s Naib 
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« at Etawah.—The more fpeedily thefe Meafures are taken, the more effectual 
* they will be. 
‘J am, Sir, - 
¢ Lucknow, ‘ Yours, &c. 
“ the 18th Auguft 1780. * (Signed) C. PURLING-. 


“ To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company’s Affignments at 
© Farruckabad. 
¢ Sir, 

¢ lam favoured with your Letter of the 24th Inftant, and have written to 
‘ Colonel Muir, to affift you with a Force for the Reduction of Nedouly, in 
‘€ cafe you fhould find it neceffary to apply to him. By the incloied Copy of 
© a Letter to the Nabob Vizier, and of his Anfwer, you will perceive that he 
© has declined giving the Order you required. 

‘ If you will pleafe to read my Letter of the a1ft Inftant, you mult ob- 
¢ ferve that my Recommendation of Almafs Ally Khaun could not amount 
to an Interference with your Office, which I underftand to be cftablifhed 
‘ clearly-under my Orders and Authority; and had I ordered, inftead of re- 
¢ commending your Acceptance of the Propotals of Almafs Ally Khaun, whofe 
© well-known Refponfibility and Punétuality in the Performance of his En- 
‘ gagements I vouched for, Ido not think I fhould have paffed the Line 
« drawn for your Powers, which are the fame as rhofe of the Native Sezawul, 
‘ who undoubtedly would have obeyed any Order I gave him upon the Sub- 
¢ ject of his Truft for the Nabob Vizier; and who would have underftood 
<fuch a Recommendation as clearly tending to his Eafe, and the public 
« Advantage, 

‘ As to the Delivery of the Fort of Nedouly, after Reduction, to the Charge 
‘ of Almatfs Ally Khaun, my Letter cannot be read with any Attention, if it is 
‘ underftood that I was defirous of fupporting a Claim of his Excellency 
‘the Vizier to the Property of the Fort; for as I could not believe that an 
‘ Aumil of the Character of Almafs Ally Khaun could be refufed fuch an Ap- 
* plication, J naturally concluded, that the moft fummary and effectual Method 
© of reftoring Peace in thofe Parts was by defiring, through the Vizier’s Per- 
¢ wannah, that Colonel Muir would reduce it (which he certainly could have 
« done by the fame Force, or the Shew of it, as if directed by your Autho- 
¢ rity) and deliver it into the Hands of Almafs Ally Khaun, whofe Refpectabi- 
¢ lity in thofe Parts, and the requifite Force he is furnifhed with, would render 
* it more fecure from Capture, and lefs liable to be loft by Treachery, than 
« where in the Hands of the Dependents of the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, whofe 
© Jate Inftance of Infidelity plainly indicates the Incapacity of the Govern- 
« ment, the Inftabilicy and Uncertainty of any Poffeffion the Nabob has, and 
¢ has at this very Initant rendered precarious the Revenues of both the Vizier’s 
£ and the Nabob’s Lands, on the Confines of which this Fort appears to be. 
¢ While Iam governed by no Motive, but the Welfare and Suecels of the Bufi- 
* nefs committed to my Charge, Part of which I muft connder your Office, 
© while the Orders of the Governor and Council are binding, it is immaterial 
© to me what Protefts are made; ] am of Opinion that the Propofals of Almats 
* Ally Khaun, for the Revenues of the Pergunnah of Merara, provided they 
‘ are equal to the Offers of others, ought to have been accepted, as far as your 
* Influence with the Nabob on his People could accomplifh it; that you oughr 
< to have been pleafed with the fafe Opportunity you had of collaterally be- 
“ nefiting your Employers, by a Meafure which exprefsly tends to the Se- 
‘ curity of the Revenues of both the Parts of the Pergunnah in Queftion, 

“~though divided—divided as to the Property, evidently affeétine the fame 
“ Intereft. 
‘ Lucknow, 
* the 31ft Auguit 1780. ‘Tam, Sir, 
‘ Your moft obedient 
‘ H"* Serv’, 


(Signed) °C, PURLING-’’ 
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To Mr. George Shee, Collector of aes Company’s Affignment on Farruck- 
« abad. 
¢ Sir, 

‘ I have received your Letter of the 15th Inftant; and am exceedingly forry 
to obferve, from the Tenor of it, as well as from a former Correfpondence I 
have had with you, that a Mifinterpretation of the plain Words and Inten- 
tions of my Letters, is likely to render me liable to accumulated Trouble 
in this already burthenfome Station. Unwilling as I have been to be drawn 
into an unneceffary and ill-timed Alteration, to the Obftruction of the many 
important Objects of my Charge, I am concerned to be compelled to point 
out to you, that you appear widely to have miftaken and departed from 
the Intention of your Appointment, explicitly laid down by the Honour- 
able Board, and to have taken up a new and unintended Lieu. The Ho- 
nourable Board’s Letter to me, under Date the 22d of May, fhews the ex 
prefs Object and Foundation of your Appointment to be the Exemption of 
the Nabob Mozuffer Jung from the Hardfhips and Indignities he had com- 
plained he had fuffered from the Native Sezawul, appointed for the Collec- 
t10n of the Tribute due from the Nabob of Farruckabad, and made over in 
Affignment to the Honourable Company—with this Intention, you are ap— 
pointed Collector of the Company’s Affignment on Farruckabad, and ordered 
to proceed to Lucknow, to be invefted with your Charge, and to receive 
Inftructions for your Conduét from me. From whence then are your Ideas 
drawn ? What Documents have I, to fuppofe that you have been erected an 
Arbiter of the Rights of Princes ? From whence am I to confider you autho- 
rized fo freely to comment upon the Perwannah of the Vizier, or the 
Conduct or Intentions of his Minifters, in the Adjuftment of Accounts ? 
By what new Arrangement am I to underftand that an Order tranfmitted 
agreeable to the Form prefcribed by the Board fhall be fet afide? And by 
what Right am I to determine.that the Prefence of any Perfon fummoned 
by fuch an Order, for the exprefs Purpofe of fettling Accounts, is neceffary 
at Lucknow ? What Authority even have I to refufe my Concurrence to the 
Obfervation of an eftablifhed Cuftom, or to deftroy One Single Right which 
the Nabob Vizier, a Prince in Friendfhip and Alliance with the Honourable 
Company, conceives himfelf entitled to? The Nabob Mozuffer Jung has 
never before refufed the Attendance of his Dewan to fettle his Yearly Ac- 
counts; nor has he or his Minifters deputed his Dependence, or difavowed 
thar Refpect and Deference to the Station of the Vizier of the Empire, 
which, exclufive of the Neceffity of fettling Accounts, renders fuch a cuf- 
tomary Deputation a pofitive Right. Does a Requifition that Accounts 
fhal] be Annually fettled, and each Party be fatisfied with the Juftice of the 
Yearly Demand, imply a Defire to opprefs ? And who are the proper People 
for the Adjuftment of thefe Accounts, but the Minifters of the Nabob Vizier, 
and thofe of the Nabob of Farruckabad ? 
‘ From the above you muft conceive, that as far as my Judgment leads me 
to decide on the Letter and Spirit of your Appointment, J confider that you 
are (as well as myfelf) without a Power to deftroy One Right or Cuftom 
hitherto obferved : And as it appears from all the Forms I have been fubjec&t 
to through the Courfe of my Service, only neceffary that I fhould give, and 
you receive and obey explicit Orders, I fhall add here, that I have thought 
it unneceffary to wait the Nabob of Farruckabad’s Reply to his Excellency 
the Vizier’s Perwannah, both becaufe his Indifpofition may poffibly delay it 
beyond the Period of the Time neceffary to bring my Accounts to a Con- 
clufion, and becaufe I cannot admit that a Non-compliance of a Man little 
above the State of Idiotifm, only become a Poffibility, fince your Appoint- 
ment can make a Difference in the Neceffity of Propriety of eee a 
Perfon as required by the Nabob Vizier; I now therefore enclofe a Per- 
wannah from myfelf to the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, which you will pleafe to 
have delivered to him forthwith. This Perwannah requires an Obedience 
to the Perwannah of the Nabob Vizier; informs him that yeer Appointment 
was not made with an Intention to deftroy the Cuftoms hitherto obferved be- 
tween him, the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, and the Nabob’Vizier ; and gives him 
to indertand) thaggt he refufes the Deputation, you have my Orders to fend 
his Dewan by Foret ;—and 1 now give you my pofitive Direction, in cafe a : 

2 Refufa 
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© Refufal on the Part of the Nabob Mozuffcr Jung, to oblige his Dewan to 
attend with the neceffary Papers for fettling the Accounts, by putting him 
under a Guard, and fending him to Lucknow. : 

‘ Should the Nabob Mozuffer Jung be fo ill as not to open my Letter, you 
will fend for the Dewan, direét him to read it in your Prefence, and inform 
him that nothing is required but what he has always hitherto done, and that 
if he attends without further Delay, he fhall not be liable to the Difpleafure 
of the Nabob Vizier, or of myfelf. 

« Tam, Sir, 
‘ Your moft obedient 
* Lucknow, «© humble Servant, 
the a1ft September, 1780.’ (Signed) ‘Cc. PURLING 
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‘ To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company's Affighments at 
‘ Farruckabad 
© Sir, 
‘I enclofe a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Nabob of Farracka- 
‘ bad, requiring the Attendance of his Dewan, to fettle his Yearly Accounts. 
You will be fo good as to allow the Dewan to come as foon as poffible. 


a 


‘Tam, 
‘ Lucknow, ¢ Sir, &c. 
¢ 16th October 1780. ‘(Signed) C. PURLING.’ 


« To Mr. George Shee, Collectar of the Honourable Company’s Affignments 
© on Farruckabad. 
© Sir, 

© T muft repeat my Order to you to fend forthwith the Dewan of the Nabob 
Mezuffer Jung to Lucknow, that his Accounts with hts Excellency the 
Vizier may be, fettled for the laft Yeat, and to enable his Excellency to 
grant his Affignment to the Honourable Company for the prefent; and I 
pofitively direct that you, immediately on Receipt hereof, remit whatever 
public Money may be in your Hands to Lucknow, without any Excufe or 
Delay whatever. 


ne A HR ORC 


¢ Iam, 
¢ Lucknow, ¢ Sir, &c. 
* the 31ft October 1780. (Signed) © C. PURLING.,’ 


¢ Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee, 


« To Mr. George Shee, Collector Vizier’s Affignments to the Company upor 
¢ Farruckebad. 
« Sir, 

‘ ] have been honoured with your Letter of 26th Ultimo, with 26 Bills 
* for L. H. S* 40,000, drawn at 11 Days Sight; as foon as realized the 
Amount fhall be carried to the Credit of the Vizier’s Affignments co 
the Company upon Farruckabad. : 

¢ Lucknow, ‘ I have the Honour to be, &c’, 
« 1ft December 1780. 


~ B® 


e Mr. 
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¢ Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee, 


* To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier’s Affignments to the 
© Honourable Company, upon the Nabob of Farruckabad. 


* © Sir, 

¢ I'he Seafon being far advanced, and the Alfignments granted by his Ex~ 
< ecellency the Vizier for the Honourable Company, amounting to the very 
“ confiderable Sum of 6,43,000 R’‘, it is very material that 1 fhould be hn- 
< mediately furnifhed with a Kiftbundee of the Payments you may expect 
< you will be able to make me in Liquidation of that Amount of the current 
« Year; [have therefore te requeft you will furnifh me with fuch an Account 
* as foon as poffible. 

¢ Lucknow, «J have the Honour to be, 
< the 5th December 1780. © Sir, &e.’ 


« To Mr. George Shee, ColleGtor of the Vizier’s Affignments 1o the 
‘ Honourable Company, upon the Nabob of Farruckabad. 


¢ Sir, 
« In the Abfence of Mr. Middleton, I have received your Letter of the 
* y5th November, covering Bills for 20,000. Immediately upon Receipt, I 
* fent them for Acceptance, which being refufed to the Two enclofed, J take_ 
« the Liberty of returning them. : 
¢ By Dernigur Teek Chund, at Farruckabad, upon Butchrage Berendafs, 
« dated 26th Aughun, at 11 Days Date, 


1 — 3,000 
§,000 Hauly Siccas. 





‘ The other Parts of your Letter 1 fhall do myfelf the Honour of returning 
¢ an early Aniwer to more at Length. 
*1 have the Honour to be, 
¢ Lucknow, ¢ Sir, &c, 


« the 23d December 1780. «(Signed) R. JOHNSON,’ 


i ai 
« Mr. Johnfon to Mr. Shee. 


‘ To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier’s Affignments to the 
‘ Honourable Company on the Nabob of Farruckabad. 
¢ Sir, 
¢ His Excellency the Vizier having received a Petition from Hyperfaud, the 
« Renter of the Salt Petre Farm for the prefent Year, complaining, that he can- 
* not get Pofféifion of the Pans in the Diftriét of Farruckabad, he has defired 
‘ me to communicate to you his With, that you will not only fuffer him, but 
« affift the Farmer in the Profecution of this: I muft therefore join my Requeft 
¢ to his Excellency's; for, whether the Claim is founded upen legal Right, or 
¢ otherwife, Cuftom has -eftablifhed his Excellency’s exclufive Privilege of 
“ granting that Farm upon Farruckabad, in common with the reft of his 
¢ Dominions, to whomfoever he-may think fit. 
© IT have the Honour to be, 
+ SIF 
« Lucknow, "4 Your moft obedient 
¢ January sth, 1781. « humble Servant, 


‘Pp. S. A Letter to the fame Purport as this has alfo been written, and@at 
“ from his Excellency the Visier to the Nabob Muzuffer Jung,’ 
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© To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's Affignments to the 
‘ Company, on the Nabob of Farruckabad. 
¢ Sir, ; 

©] have been honoured with your Letter of the 1sth December laft, the 
© Receipt of which Mr. Johnfon has already acknowledged, in his Letter of 
‘ the 23d December, written during my Abfence. 
« It gives me the greateft Concern to perufe the melancholy Profpe& you 
afford me, in the Object of realrzing the Demands for the prefent Year upon 
the Nabob of, Farrackabad. I muft confefs that Apprehenfions of a fimilar 
Tendency had already poffeffed me, from the uncommonly fmall Remit- 
tances you had hitherto been able to make me, at fo advanced a Period of 
the Year—almoft One Third elapfed, and the Firft Crop off the Ground. 
¢ Thefe Alarms the more readily gained Ground with me, from not re- 
ceiving any Affurances from you to counteraét them. The Confequence 
was, my preparing to afk from the Vizier a Remiffion of the Claim upon 
Farruckabad, in Exchange for an equal Affignment upon fome of his Ex- 
cellency’s Aumildars, within his own Dominions: But now that your Letter 
has not only confirmed, but increafed thofe Alarms, I find myfelf under the 
Neceffity of making fuch an Application immediately ; and fhall advife you 
of the Refult. 
¢ If my Succeffion in this Meafure fhould at the fame Time afford any Relief 
to the Diftreffes of the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, who, from what you exprefs, 
has at prefent barely a Maintenance for himfelf, his Family, and numerous 
Relations, it will afford me an additional Pleafure, particularly as this Object 
has exprefsly formed the principal Aim of the Honourable Board in your 
prefent Appointment. 
¢ The Kiftbundee cannot be taken, as you poe from that of any former 
Year, not only becavfe the total Amount of the prefent Claim is not fimilar 
to any former, but alfo becaufe it muft be an official Document, in Form of 
an Obligation, by the Perfon in Charge of the Collections, agreeably to the 
ufual and univerfal Mode of thefe Parts, which has hitherto been invariably 
attended to by the Sizawal at Farruckabad, in whofe Place the Orders of the 
Board have exprefsly placed you. 
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¢ T have the Honour to be, 
¢ Lucknow, « Sir, &c. 


« the 8th January 1781. (Signed) ‘NATH! MIDDLETON.,* 


¢ Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee, 
© To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier’s Affignments, &c. 


« Sir, 
© I have been honoured with your Tetter of the 17th Inftant, inclofing Bills 
« of Exchange for 20,000 Lucknow Sicca Rupees, Account his Excellency the 
¢ Vizier’s Affignment on Farruckabad ; which Amount, when paid, fhall be 
¢« paffed to the Credit of your Collecuuons. 
¢ Lucknow, ‘ I have the Honour to be, 
« the 23d February 1781. ¢ Sir, &c.’ 


¢ Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


€ To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier’s Affignments in Favour of the 
Honourable Company on Farruckabad. 
© Sir, 

«| have received your Letter of the gth of March, inclofing Bills of Ex- 
¢ change, in Part of Payment of the Vizier’s Affignment in Favour of the Ho- 
© nourable Company, on Farruckabad, for Twenty thoufand Rupees; which 
« Amount, when received, fhall be carried to the Credit of your Collections. 

« Lucknow, ‘ | have the Honour to be, 
« the rgth March 1781. « Sir, 8c,’ 
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© To Mr. George Shee, Collector, &c. Farruckabad. 
© Sir, 
© T have been favoured with the Receipt of your Letter, under Date 23d 
Inftant, covering Bills of Exchange for Twenty thoufand Rupees, in Part 
Payment of the Vizier’s Affignment to the Honourable Company,{ on Far- 
ruckabad. The Amount, when received, fhall be paffed to the Credit of 
your Collections. 
‘ I have the Honour to be, 


¢ Sir, 
‘« Tucknow, ¢ Your moft obedient 
¢ the 25th March 1781. « humble Servant, 
(Signed) ‘ NATH! MIDDLETON.’ 


¢ 


«© Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier’s Affignments to the Ho- 
‘ nourable Company on Farruckabad. 

¢ Sir, 
‘T have been favoured with your Letter of the gth Inftant, covering 13 
Bills of Exchange for Lucknow Haullie Siccas 25,000. As foon as rea- 
lized, the Amount fhall be carried to the Credit of the Vizier’s Affignments 
to the Company on Farruckabad. 

‘ J have the Honour to be, 
«Sir, 

¢ Lucknow, ‘ Yours, &c.’ 

« the 13th April 1781. 


« Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier’s Affignments to the Com- 
© pany on Farruckabad. 
¢ Sir, 
‘J have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 30th 
Ultimo, covering Bills of Exchange for Lucknow Sicca Rupees Thirty 
thoufand, on Account of his Excellency the Vizier’s Affignments to the 
Company on Farruckabad ; the Amount, when received, fhall be carried to 
the Credit of your Collections. 
‘« I have the IHonour to be, 
« Lucknow, ‘Sir, &c.’ 
‘ the 3d May 1781. 


¢ Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier’s Affignments to the Honour- 
s © able Company upon Farruckabad. - 
Sir 
« Being engaged in fettling my laft Year’s Accounts with his Excellency 
the Nabob Vizier, I muft requeft you will as fpeedily as poffible inform me 
of the Extent of what I have to expect the total Receipt from Farruc- 
kabad will amount to for the Year 1188; and fhould you have any Ba- 


* Jance in Hand, that you will be pleafed to remit it to me. 


‘ T have the Honour to be, 
¢ Sir, : 
¢ Lucknow, © Your moft obedient humble Servant.’ 
© the 28th October 178,, 


c Mr, 
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¢ Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company’s Affignments on the 
¢ Nuflerana of Farruekabad. 
¢ Sir, 
© Should you have any Money to remit me on Account of your Col- 
lections, either for the paft or the prefent Year, I] requeft you will be pleafed 
to pay it into the Hands of Mr. George Day, Paymatler to the Futty 
Ghur Detachment, for the Ufe of the Troops at that Station. 
‘Iam, 
¢ Sir, 
¢ Lucknow, ©‘ Your moft obedient humble Servant,’ 
the 31ft October 1781. 


«Mr, Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


« To Mr. George Shee. 

¢ Sir, 
‘ His Excellency the Nabob Vizier having entrufled Almas Ally Cawn 
with the Adjuftment and realizing of his Claims on the Nabob of Farruc- 
kabad, I am to requeft you will be pleafed to make over to him, or 
fuch Agent as he may depute, an Account of your Collections, as it may 
ftand at the Time of his Arrival, with fuch other Vouchers and Official 
Documents as may be neceffary, to enable him to afcertain the actual Sum he 
will have to demand of Muzuffer Jung on the Vizier’s Account.—I farther 
requeft that you will alfo tranfmit me Copies of all Accounts and Papers 
that you may deliver to Almas Ally Cawn, on his Delegate; and I am, 

EO: 

©‘ Lucknow, ‘Your moft obedient humble Servant.’ 

© the 8th November 1781, 


¢ Mr, Middleton to Mr. Shee, 


« To Mr. George Shee. 
¢ Sir, . 
¢ J have the Honour to inclofe the Original of an Order to you from 
the Honourable the Governor General, dated the 2 3d September laft. 
‘I am 
« Tucknow, < Your moft obedient humble Sesvant.’ 
€ the 8th November 1781. 


© To Major Thomas Scott, commanding at Jayes. 
© Sir, 
¢ There being immediate Service for a Regiment at Farruckabad, I have 
written to Major Lumfdaine to fend a Detachment to occupy your Station ; 
but as I do not fuppofe any material Inconveniency can occur from your 
marching before the Arrival of Major Lumfdaine, I muft requeft, in Con- 
currence with the Defire of the Nabob Vizier, that you will immediately 
take the fhorteft Road to Futty Ghur, where you will receive further In- 
{truction, 
¢ I have the Honour to be, 


« Sir, 
¢ Your moft, &c. 
¢« Lucknow, © (Signed) R. JOHNSON, 
the 22d Augt 1782. © Act® Ref. 


« I beg to be informed of the Route you mean to take’ 
4. ¢ Mr. 
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z Mr. Johnfon to Major Thomas Scott. ; 


To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 8th Regiment marching to 
© Farruckabad. 
© Sir, 
© The Duty you are marching upon to Farruckabad, is to eftablifh an Agent 
going on Behalf of the Nabob Vizier to demand and collect the Tribute 


due from the Nabob Mozuffer Jung. . 
« By the laft Advices, the chief Manager of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung’s 
Affairs, named Subkit ulla Khan, has refolved to oppofe this Meafure ; but 
no Information upon this Subjeét is to be relied upon but what you may 
obtain upon your Arrival, or from Mahomed Seyed Khan, and Pay Hana- 
nund, the Agents going from the Nabob Vizier; the latter of thefe Two is 
the Man upon whofe Knowledge and Exertions Dependance is placed in the 
Execution of this Truft, and with him you will be pleafed to confult upon 
the Nature of fuch Support as he may require in his Bufinefs. 

¢ IT have the Honour to be, 

¢ Sir, 
© Your moft obedient, 


¢ Lucknow, 
© humble Servant.’ 


the gth September 1782. 


« Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. 


¢ To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 3d Regiment on its March 
€ to Farruckabad. 


« Sir, 
¢ T have had the Honour to receive your Letter of the 11th Inftant from 
Cawnpore. 
‘ J am preparing Inftructions for your Guidance, which will be difpatched 
fo as to reach you by the Time of your Arrival at Futty Ghur. 
‘ ] have the Honour to be, 

‘ Sir, 


¢ Lucknow, 
© Your’s, &c.’ 


the 16th Septeinber 1782, 


‘ Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. 


To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 3d Regiment on its March to 
© Farruckabad. 
© Sir, 
© | have received the Honour of your Letter of the 14th Inftant, and am 
much concerned to hear of the Treatment you met with at Billour. I hope 
the proper Refentment you fhewed to fuch unwarrantable Conduct will be 
the Mcans of exempting you from any future Infults of the faine Sort. 
‘ The only Inftructions I have at prefent to give you for the Guidance of 
your Conduct at Farruckabad, 1 have forwarded to Roy Heranund, to be 


delivered to you on your Arrival. 
¢ J have the Honour to be, 
‘© Lucknow, Sir, 


the 18th September 1782. © Yours, &c.’ 
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¢ Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. 


To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 3d Regiment, on its March to 
¢ Farruckabad. 


¢ Sir, 
© If, upon your Arrival with the Sezawal and his Dew-n at Farruckabad, 
you fhould find no Danger of any Oppofition, or perfonal Danger to them, 
you will be pleafed to proceed on, through Berelly, to Cazem Ally Khan, 
Collector of the Diftriéts in Rohilcund, which lately formed the Jagheer and 
Jaidads of Letafut Ally Khan, and give him fuch Support in his Bufinefs 
as he may require. 
¢ It may be ufeful to inform vou, for your Guidance,, that the Sezawal of 
Farruckabad has One thoufand Nejcebs allowed him, by the Nabob Vizier, 
for his Defence—-From which you will be able to judge how far he may be 
fafe without your Aid. 

©« J have the Honour to be, 
¢ Sir, 

© Lucknow, ‘ Your, &c.’ 

the roth Sept. 1782. 


‘ Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. 


* To Major Thomas Scott, commanding at Farruckabad. 


¢ Sir, 
* I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Favours of the 22d and 
agth Inftant. . |. 
¢ Tam much furprized at Mahomed Seyed Khan, and Roy Haranund’s not 
having been to wait upon you. I have wrote to them my Sentiments of 
fuch Behaviour. 
‘ By aLetter I have this Day received from the Sezawal, he informs me your 
Prefence is abfolutely neceffary. I muft, therefore, requeft you will remain 
where you are, and afford him every Affi{tance in your Power, till you 
receive further Inftruétions. 
© I have the Honour to be, 
s Sur, 
¢ Lucknow, © Your, &c,’ 
29 Sept. 1782, 


© To, Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire. 
© Sir 
é Iiend by the Bearer Bills of Exchange amounting to Forty thoufand Ru- 
pees, and requeft you will direct him where to carry them. 
‘I am, Sir, &c. 
(Signed) ‘GEORGE SHEE.’ 


¢ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire. 
€ Sir, 

‘ The bufy Scene in which I have for fome Days paft been engaged will, 
I hope, obtain me your Excufe, for not having before this Time acknow- 
ledged the Receipt.of your Letter, dated the sth Inftant, which I had the 
Honour of receiving previous to my Arrival at this Place. 

© A Farmer, of the pi of Fukke Rafla Khaun, having repeatedly applied 
to me for military. Aid, affuring me, that unlefs I afforded it to him, he had 
no Profpect of collecting any Part of the Revenues of feveral Pergunnahs 
which he rents from the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, and which are made over 
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to his Excellency the Vizier, I determined to give him fuch Affiftance as & 
had Power to grant, fhould J find its Operations neceffary; but previouflly 
to endeavaur, by fair Means, to bring the refractory Zemindars to Reafon. 
On my Arrival at thts Place I found that hts Reprefentation was juft, and 
that the Obftrudtion to his Colleétions was occafioned principally by the Con- 
duct of a Zemindar of the Name of Porty Sing, who, prefuming upon the 
Strength of a Fort that he poffeffed, and a Garrifon which he had collected, 
compofed of May Walties, and other Freebooters, not only refufed to pay 
his Revenues, but formed a League with the neighbouring Zemindars, fent 
Parties to plunder the furrounding Country, and inftead of obeying my 
Summons to attend and fettle his Annual Bundabuft, fired at my People 
when they arrived within Gun Shot of his Fort, which, after fuch Conduét, I 
thought it abfolutely neceffary to attack. 
¢ For want of Battering Carinon, or any Kind of Artillery, but Three Ho- 
neycomb Field Pieces, I am obliged, in carrying on my Approaches, to 
have Recourfe to the tedious Procefs of Sap. However, as I have now ad- 
vanced, and am fecurely intrenched within Fifty Yards of the Rampart, I 
hope in Three Days at furtheft to put the Farmer in Poffeffion of the Fort, 
which will enable him to make an immediate Settlement and Colleton of 
his Revenues, and prevent any Zemindar in future from withholding his 
Kilt, on a Suppofition that his Fort is not to be taken, as few others can be 
found in this Country fo ftrong as Vizier Gunge. I was induced myfelf ta 
take this neceffary Service, from his Excellency the Vizier having, on a 
former Occafion, when I applied for the Affiftance of a Battalion from Futty 
Ghur, refufed me any Kind of military Aid ; and acquainted me, through the 
Refident at his Court, that I muft eruft to the Nuzzeibs allowed me to affitt 
in my Colleétions, for fuch Services as fhould be found neceffary. Should I 
fucceed againft Vizier,Gunge, and be able to make a tempory Settlement: in 
Marara, J hope not to have further Occafion for military Force for fome 
Time, as the Colleétions in the reft of the Pergunnahs are made as faft as 
can be expected, confidering the Dearth of Rain, and fcanty Pirft Crop the 
Lands have of courfe produced. 
«Tt is at prefent utterly abi aa ae for me to determine, with any Degrce 
of Accuracy, what Amount I fhall be able to remit in the Courfe of the 
prefenct Year, in Liquidation of his Exceli¢ncy’s Demands on the Nabob 
Mozuffer Jung. But, confidering to how trifling a Sum the Collections of 
Farruckabad, for. the laft Three Years, amounted, the late Want of Rain, 
and the Neceffity of leaving in the Hands of the Nabob, his Family, and nue 
merous Relations and Followers, at leaft a Maintenance, I fhould conceive 
the Sum fpecified in his Excellency the Vizier’s Affignments exceeds by 
much that which J fhall be able to remit. I can only fay, that no Effort 
fhall, on my Part, be wanting to render the latter as confiderable as pof-~ 
fible. I fhall in all Probability be able to form an Opinioh upon the 
Subject with greater Precifion in the Courfe of a few Days, when I pro~ 
pofe going to Lucknow. In the Interim, a Copy of the Kilt Bundie of any 
former Year would, I conceive, be the beft Guide that could be found ia 
forming one for the prefent ; as it cannot well be expected, confidering my 
fhort Refidence in this: Place, the prefent State of the Country, &c, that 
any confiderable Increafe of this Year’s Revenue will be poffible. 
‘ Inclofed you will be pleafed to receive Bills of Exchange, amounting to 
Twenty thoufand Rupees, in Part Payment of the Nabob Mosuffer Jung’s 
Tribute to his Excellency the Vizier. 

‘ | have the Honour to be, 
“© Curfance, ‘Su, &c. 


1gth Dec. 1780. ‘GEORGE SHEE.’ 
‘ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efq. => 


« Sir, 
‘ I have the Honour to inclofe Bills of Exchange, amounting to Lucknow 
Rupees 33,606. 14. on Account: his Excellency the Vizier’s Affignments to 
the Honourable Company on Farruckabad. 
‘Tam, Sir, &c. 
« Fagruckabad, °'G SHEE.’ 
* roth January 1781. 
°* To 
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ae. ‘ To Nathaniel Middleton, EfQ; 
iW, 
‘ I have the Honour to inclofe you Bills of Exchange for Twenty thov- 
« fand Lucknow Sicca Rupees, on Account his Excellency the Vizier’s Af- 
« fignments on Farruckabad. 
© | have the Honour to be, 
Sir, &c. 
© Farruckabad, ‘G. SHEE.’ 
© 19th February 1783. - 


oa ¢ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire. 
Ir, 

€ Inclofed you will pleafe to receive Bills of Exchange for Twenty thou- 
‘ fand Rupees, on Accounthis Excellency’s Affignments to the Honourable 
* Company on Farruckabad. ‘ ] am, Sir, &c. 


¢ Farruckabad, GEORGE SHEE,’ 
« 23d March 1781. 


a ‘ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire. 
Ir, s 
« Inclofed you will pleafe to receive Bills of Exchange on Lucknow, 
* amounting to Twenty-five thoufand Rupees, which I requeft you will pafs 
© to the Credit of my Collections. 
¢ I am, Sir, &c. 
¢ Farruckabad, ‘GEORGE SHEE.’ 
¢ gth April 1781. 


™ ‘ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire. 
¢ or, 

© Inclofed you will pleafe to receive — thoufand Rupees in Bills of 
« Exchange on Lucknow, on Account of his Excellency’s Affignments to the 
¢ Honourable Company on Farruckabad, 

© Jam, Sir, &c. 
¢ Farruckabad, “GEORGE SHEE.’ 
. 3oth April. 


« To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Collector General, &c. Lucknow. 
© Sir, 
¢ J have the Honour to inclofe Bills of Exchange on Lucknow for Half a 
¢ Lack of Rupees, for which I requeft you will pleafe to give Credit to the 
* Collections under my Charge. 
« J have the Honour to be, 


¢ Sir . 
« Your mott obedient, and 
© Farruckabad, « molt humble Servant, 
© goth May 178k6 ‘ (Signed) GEORGE SHEE, 


¢ Collector of the Vizier’s 
¢ Affignments at Farruckabad.,’ 


« To Nathaniel Middleton, Efq:, Colle@tor General, &c. Lucknow. 
¢ Sir, 
¢ I had the Honour to addrefs you on the 20th Ultimo, inclofing Bills of 
¢ Exchange for Fifty thoufand Rupees, on Account the Collections under my 
¢ Charge. The Intention of my prefent Addrefs is folely to cover a Remit- 
* tance of Forty-fix thoufand Two hundred and Ninety-three Rupees Two 
* Annas, on the fame Accounht. 
I have the Honour to be, 
¢ Farruckabad, Sir, your moft obedient humble Servant, 
* the 16th June 1781. ‘ (Signed) GEORGE SHEE, 
«Coll, of the Vizier’s Affignments on Farruckabad.’ 
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¢ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire. 
e Sit, 
« Some Thieves having broke into Lieutenant Hutchinfon’s Bungalow here 
afew Nights ago, and robbed him, he difpatched Hircarrahs tn Queft of them, 


€ who came up with them in Farruckabad, where they had been detected in the 
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fame Praétices, and where a Crowd had affembled round them. One of the 
Thieves in the Scuffe dropt a White Chillumchee, belonging to 
Lieutenant Hutchinfon, which his Hircarrahs knowing, they immediately 
called for Affiftance, when Four Fellows, who had sommes: the Robbery, 
were apprehended and confined in a Guard which Mr. Shee the Collector 
mounts in Farruckabad, 

© As I underftand this Gentleman is under your Orders, I requeft you will 
be pleafed to inform me, as foon as poffible, whether he is invefted with the 
Government of that City, and with the exclufive Power there, as it would 
feein by his Letter co Captain Serymgcour, in Reply to a Note which he had 
fent him by my Direction (a Copy of ahich Correfpondence J have the Ho- 
nour to inclofe you) that he confiders himfelf in this Light, by declaring that 
he has Guards there, and that he fhould not have delivered up the Prifoners, 
had thev ftill been in his Cuftody; his Exception to Captain Serymgcor’s 
Note is certainly without Reafon, and his Anfwer to it very improper. 

© T wrote to the Nabob of Farruckabad, requefting he would deliver up the 
Prifoners in Queftion ; but he declines it, through Apprehenfion of the Col- 
le€tor, and declares be bas'no Power to put bis Orders in Execution: As this 
is the Cafe, I fhall not take the Prifoners per Force out of his Jail, but fhall 
order a Detachment of fufficient Strength to take Poft in the City, for the 
Purpofe of apprehending Perfons accufed of Crimes committed in Canton- 
ments ; and the Officer commanding this Detachment will have my Orders 
to perform his Duty, whatever Oppofition he may meet with, and from 
whatever Quarter it comes, J have informed the Nabob of Farruckabad, 
that all Perfons committing Crimes in Farruckabad, or the furrounding 
Diftricts (not being Sepoys or Followers of the Camp) fhould be delivered 
up on his Application; and that I expect he will pay the fame Attention 
to my Application to him, it being neceffary, for the Sake of Example, that 
Criminals fhould, if poffible, be punifhed on the Spot where the Crime was 
committed. 

« As I confider Mr. Shee as being under your Orders, I fhall take no Step 
therefore towards fending Troops into the City, till I receive your Anfwer 
to this Letter. I was given to underftand, that Mr. Shee was only to be 
confidered as a Collector, and that the Government and executive Power 
were vefted in the Nabob; but it appears, that Mr. Shee confiders all the 
Officers of Government as under his Direction, and iffues his Orders to 
them as fuch, and that the Nabob of Farruckabad alfo receives his Orders. 
I requeft you will give him Directions to defift from any Interference with 
the Government of the City, the near Neighbourhood of which renders it 
a very convenient Afylum for all Perfons guilty of Crimes in thefe Canton- 
ments. 

‘« The Governor General being invefted with the full Powers of Govern- 
ment, during his Abfence from the Prefidency, I fhall take Occafion to ftate 
this Matter to him, when I have the Honour of feeing him; but the pofting 
Troops in the City will depend on your Anfwer, 


‘ Head Quarters, ‘Tam, &c. 
* Futty Ghur, Augutft rft, ‘JQHN CUMMING.’ 
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* To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at Lucknow. 


¢ Sir, 
¢ In obedience to the Commands of the Honourable the Governor General, 


I beg Leave to fend, accompanying this, an Account of my Collections 
‘and Difburfements, to the Time of my Removal from Office; alfo fuch 
¢ other Papers as were in my Poffeflion regarding the Vizier’s Affignments on 
¢ Farruckabad, agreeable to the following Lift, 
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¢ I have the Honour to be, 
¢ Lucknow, « Sir, 
¢ 6th December 1781.” « Your moft obedient Servant, 
‘(Signd) GEORGE SIIEE.’ 


€ 40 Farmers Bonds, as per particular Lift. 

¢ Jumma Wauffool Baukey, for 1187. 

© Ditto — am for 1188. 

« Ditto — — for 1189. 

© 14 Shroffs Rookas, for R* 8137. 

© Attefted Copies of each Farmer’s Phurd Wuffool, figned and fealed by 
‘him, fpecifying the exaét Sum he has paid me to the Time of my 
© Removal. 

* Paper explaining the Phurd Wuffools. 

© Ditto explaining the Bonds. 

‘ The Aumil Deepchund’s Wauffool Baukey, 3 Papers. 

¢ Wauffaulath of the Purgunnahs of Cumpull, Caimgunge, Sawar, Put- 
€ tially. 

¢ Hyfab Jumma Khurtch between the Vizier and the Collc¢tor. 

< Ditto between the Nabob Murzuffer Jung and the Collector. 

« Jumma Wauffool Baukey of the Vizier’s Demands and Receipts from 
« Farruckabad. 

¢ Attefted Copy of the Nabob Murzuffer Jung’s Naib’s Declaration re- 
¢ garding the Adjuftment of the Farmers Accounts.’ 


¢ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


¢ Sir, : 
¢ IT beg Leave to fend you with this Two Elephants, which were received by 
a former Sizawal of Farruckabad, from one of the Aumils, as a Security 
for a Balance due by him of Five Thoufand Rupees. Finding the Reco- 
very of this Sum impracticable, I thought it advifeable to bring with me 
the Elephants ; and I beg you will be pleafed to credit my Collections for 
their Amount. 
¢ T have the Honour to be, 
‘« Lucknow, « Sir, 
© roth December 1781.’ ‘ ‘Your moft obedient Servant, 
« (Signed) GEORGE SHEE.’ 


a 


¢ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


¢ Sir, 

¢ IT have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter, dated the r4th Ul- 

timo, directing that I tranfmit you every authentic Information I can give 

on the Subject of the late Raja Cheit Sing’s Intrigues at Farruckabad ; 

alfo, that I acquaint you of the State of that Country, and Difpofition of its 

Imhabitants, during the late Rebellion at Benares. 

‘ In obedience to your Command, I beg Leave to inform you, that though 

I had it not in my Power, at the Period to which you allude, to intercept 

any Letter from the Rebel Cheit Sing to the Nabob of Farruckabad, or by 
[4R } «ther 
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other Means to obtain any Document on which to found a pofitive Charge 
of Difaffection againft any particular Individual of Note, I had ftill 
Grounds fufficient to produce in my Mind the moft pofitive Conviction, 
that a large Body of Patans, impatiently waiting a favourable Opportunity 
to join any Power hoftile to the Company or adverfe to his Excellency 
the Vizier. 

‘For near Three Weeks, the Town of Morva Place, diftant about Ten Cols 
from Farruckabad, has exhibited a continued Scene of ‘warlike Prepara- 
tion.—During this Period, I repeatedly fent Perfons, on whofe Veracity I 
could rely, to obtain Intelligence regarding the Object propofed by fuch 
Armament; and the Information I uniformly received was, that the Nabob 
Murzuffer Jung had privately ordered feveral Patan Chiefs to colle& their 
Ksollowers, and hold themfelves in Readinefs to join his Stahdard at a Mo- 
ment’s Warning.—I was mbre inclined to give Credit to this Intelligence 
than I otherwife fhould have been, from a Circumftance I have already had 
the Honour to communicate to you, namely, the Gofain Ilimut Bahadur, 
and a Perfon of the Name of Maharban Kan, formerly Naib to Murzuffer 
Jung, having feparately written J.etters, the Originals of which are in my 
Poffeffion, to an Aumil of Note in the Country of Farruckabad, enjoin- 
ing him, in the moft preffing Terms, to prepare Magazines of Grain and 
other Neceffaries for an Army, which they affured him would accompany 
them, in the Courfe of a very few Days, into his the Aumil’s Purgunnas, 
from the Country of Nudjiff Cawn; and direéting him, on no Pretence, 
to pay any Part of his Revenues to any Perfon whatever, previous to their 
Arrival. Were the Nabob Murzufter Jung poffeffed of Judgment fufficient 
to diftinguifh Right from Wrong, or to determine between that Line of 
political Conduét which tended to the Advancement of his Intereft, and 
that hkely to caufe his Ruin, I fhould not conceive a Poffibility of his 
entering into Correfpondence with the Enemies of thofe by whofe Pro- 
tection he exifts; but, when his natural Weaknefs is confidered, the per- 
petual Courfe of Debauchery and Diffipation in which he lives, and the 
Corruption and Bafenefs of the Perfons by whofe Counfels he is ruled, I 
muft confefs, there is no Act. of Folly, political or private, 1 fhould think 
too great in Degree for him to perform, 


¢ J have the Honour to be, 


« Sir, 
¢ Farruckabad, ©« Your moft obedient Servant, 
18th November 1781. ‘(Signed) GEORGE SHEE.’ 


¢ To Richard Johnfon, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


+ Sit; 
‘ I have this Day been honoured with your Letter of the 22d Jnftant. 
Agreeable to your Orders, I fhall march for Farruckabad, and halt at Futty 
Ghur, until I receive further Inftrudtions, 
¢ ] fhall begin my March, immediately apon my being joined by the Two 
Companies at Sumroota, crofs the Ganges at Dalmow, and take the Route 
of Corah, Chychindy, and near by Kenoge, as it is the beft Route for Guns, 
and of confequence the fhorteft. As Part of my Ammunition is damaged, 
I would beg a Letter from you to Colonel Morgan, to have ferviceable Am- 
munition fent me to Chychindy, in lieu of it, for which I fhall iadent, that I 
may not be detained. 
* I have the Honour to be, 


« Sir, 
¢ Your, &c. 
* Camp, near Peernagur, © (Signed) THOs SCOTT, 
* 25th Auguft 1782, ¢ Major 3d Reg. Sepoys.’ 


¢ Sir, 
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*. 
© Sir, ¢ Camp, near Peernagur, 28th Auguft 1782. 
© Ihave the Honour to inform you, that being joined by the Companies I 


* had at Sumroota, I leave Peernagur with my Detachment this Night. 
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© J have the Honour to be, Sir, 
© Your’s, &c. 
« (Signed) THOS SCOTT, Major 
To Richard Johnfon, Efquire, ¢ Commanding a Detach. od Brigade.’ 
© Refident at the Vizier’s Court. 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Vizier’s Court, L.ucknow. 


¢ Sir, 

¢ IT acquainted Mr. Johnfon of my having left the Detachment, and pro- 
ceeded by Dawk to Cawnpore, to have a Supply of Ammunition in Place of 
what I had damaged, and which was abfolutely neceffary to have. 

‘ The Detachment will be at Chychindy ‘'o-morrow Morning; every 
Thing will be in Readineis for them by the rath, and I fhall march them 
from that the fame Night, by the Route of Surajapore, Muckenpore, &c. to 
Futty Ghur. I was jull now acquainted by Major Mac Donald of your 
being at Lucknow, or would have done myfelf the Honour to have ad- 
dreffed you on my Arrival. 

* I have the IJonour to be, 


¢ Sir, 
‘ Your, &c. 
¢ Cawnpore, (Signed) ‘THOS SCOTT, Major 
the roth September 1782. * Commanding a Detach. and Brigade.’ 


* Camp near Farruckabad, Sept. 22d, 1782. 
¢ Sir, 

¢ I have been honoured with your Letter of the rgth Inftant; and fhall, if 
there appears any Danger of Oppofition to the Sezawal and his Dewan, re- 
main a few L%ays longer, and afterwards proceed, agreeable to your Inftruc- 
tions, through Berelly, to Cazan Ally Khan, Collector of the Diftris in 
Rohilcund. 

¢ I was reached upon, the Day after my Arrival, by Subkt Ulla Khan; and 
gave him my Advice, to comply with the Orders fent him. I as yet have 
not feen Ray Harranund, ner Mahomed Seyed Khan, from which I con- 
clude they have no Danger of Oppofition to their Mcafures ; as, 1f they had, 
] make no Doubt they would have been with me fome Days ago, and paid 
me every Mark of Attention: When I fee them, 1 fhall be better able ro 
judge how Matters are, and act accordingly. 

© | have the Honour to be, Sir, 


To Nath'. Middleton, ¢ Your’s, &c. 
‘ Efq" Refid' at the ‘ (Signed) THOS SCOTT, 
‘ Court of the Vizier. ° « Major Commanding. 


t 


¢ Major Thomas Scott to Mr. Middleton. 
¢ Sir, 
¢ Atthe Requeft of the Sezawal and his Dewan, I have agreed to remain 
here until I have your Anfwer. They think they are not in Safety, if J 
fhould march from this ; but, as fo many Battalions are faid to be upon their 
Road here, I think I may with Safety leave this; and the Bufinefs, at all 
Events, will be eafily tranfaéted when the Troops arrive. 
‘ | have the Honour to be, Sir 
~ © Your’s, &c. 


« Camp near Farruckabad, ‘(Signed) THOS SCOTT? 


‘ a5th Sept. 1782. 
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‘ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 
” 
¢ Sir, 
‘T have the Honour of your Letter of the 2gth Sept. and thall, agreeable to 
your Orders, remain at this Place, and afford fuch Affiftance to the Sezawal 
as he may deem requifite, until I receive your further Orders. 
‘ It appears, from what I can learn, that thé Demands of the Sezawal will 
not be complied with, unlefs Force is ufed ; and, from the Difpofition of the 
Country, and the Patans in Farruckabad, it muft be ufed with Caution, 
otherways the Sezawal and his Dewan would be cut off before they could be 
affifted from my Camp. 
© IT have the Honour to be, 
« Sir, 
‘ Your, &c. 
Camp near Farruckabad, ‘(Signed) THOS SCOTT, 


‘ ift October, 1782.’ ¢ Major Com.’ 


‘ Camp near Farruckabad, 6th October 1782. 
¢ To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 


© Sir, 

‘ T have feen Herranun, but it is feveral Days ago; neither do I know 
from him, nor Mahomed Seyd Khan, any thing of their Tranfactions ; but 
from other Channels I have learned as much as induces me to believe, that 
Meer Subkt Ulla is collecting more People; he has now more than 
1500, moftly Patans, about his Houfe, where he remains fhut up: he 
ufed frequently to come to my Camp, but of late has not. 

‘ The Attendants of the Sezawal and the Naib’s People are daily quar- 
relling ; I expeét therefore, hourly, there will be a Difturbance in Farrack- 
abad, and fhould be glad to receive your Inftructions. 

‘ The Streets are narrow, Houfes high, and of Stone in Brick, and Gate- 
ways feveral within the Town. The Houfe that the Naib Meer Subkt 
Ulla 1s now in is large, and well inclofed, on which the 6 Pounder, I in- 
tended carrying for Field Service, would have no Impreffion; I fhould be 
happy that a Couple of 12 or 18 Pounders were fent me, with fufficient 
Ammunition and People for them, from Lucknow, which would place me in 
a Situation that I could affert, and open myfelf a Way, if Occafion required 
it. There are Iron 18 Pounders that I brought up to Suja Ull Dowlah in 
the Rohilla Campaign, which are good, and would anfwer all Purpofes. 

‘« As I am, fhould Subkt Ulla Khan, the Nai, commence an Attack, and 
keep in the Town, my Situation would be very awkward indeed, 
¢ J have the Honour to be, 
« Sir, your, &c. 
‘ (Signed) THOS SCOTT, Major, 
: Commanding at Farruckabad, 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Efquire, Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 


¢ Sir, 

* Since I did myfelf the Honour to addrefs you laft, every Thing is fettled 
here; the former Naib, Subkt Ulla Khan, has left the Country, and the People 
he had collected difperfed; and, as Mahomed Sud Kan, the Sezawul, acquaints 
me he has no further Occafion for Affiftance, I fhall be happy to be honoured 
with your Orders refpecting my marching, or remeining here. 

‘ I have the Honour to be, 
¢ Sir, your very, &c. &c. 

Camp near Farruckabad, « (Signed) THOS SCOTT, 

© 20th October 1782.’ © Major Commanding.” 


‘ To 
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© To the Honourable Board. 


¢ Honourable‘Sir, and Gentlemen, 
‘ | have been duly honoured with your Letter of the 22d Ultimo, appointign 
Mr. George Shee, in the Place of the native Sezawal, to colleét the Vizier’s 
Affignment to the Company on the Nabob of Farruckabad. 
‘ Mr. Shee having been fome Days arrived, has received my Inftruétions, 
and the neceffary Papers and Informations, to fulfil the Intentions of his 
Appointment, and will fet off for Farruckabad this Evening. 
‘ It having always been cuftomary for the Nabob to grant a Perwannah on 
a new Appointment of this Kind, I Yefterday waited upon his Excellency 
with Mr. Shee, and informed him that Mr. Shee had waited on him to take 
his Leave, to proceed to his Appointment, and that I requefted he would 
give his Perwannah. His Excellency anfwered, that the Tuncaw was 
given to the Company, and that the Appointment was at my Difpofal, but 
declined giving the Perwannah. 

¢ Lucknow, ‘Tam, with Refpedct, &c. rc. 
‘7th June 1780.’ ‘ (Signed) C, PURLING-.' 
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‘ To the Honourable Board, 


¢ Ffonourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

‘€ As Difference of Opinion having arifen between Mr. Shee and me, con- 
cerning Mozuffer Jung’s Annual Deputation of a Perfon to the Nabob 
Vizier, in order to adjuft the Accounts of the paft, and the Demand for 
the enfuing Year, I beg Leave to tranfmit you our Correfpondence on this 
Subjeé, and hope you will be pleafed to fignify your Determination 
thereon. 

¢ Mr, Shee has defired I will likewife tranfmit you a Correfpondence con- 
cerning a Recommendation I] made to him for the Acceptance of a Propo- 
fal from Almafs Ally Khaun, and the Reduction of the Fort of Nedouly, 
in the Province of:Farruckabad. 

* JT am, with Refpect, 
¢ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
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¢ Lucknow, ‘ Yours, &c. &c. 
¢ October 7th, 1780.’ € (Signed) C., PURLING.’ 


¢ To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 


. Sir, 6 
« I have herewith the Honour to fubmit té you, an Account of my cur- 
rent Claims for che prefgnt Year upon ‘the Nabob Vizier, amounting 


to R* 70,99,882, for which Amount I have received Affignments, as 
per the inclofed Lift, for R’ 76,38,114, in which I have been neceffitated 
to inclade the Nabob’s Demand for the current Year upon Farruck- 
abad ; and as his Excellency has now totally withdrawn his Seza- 
wool from the Collection of. it, as well as every Interference whatever, 
I beg I may be honoured with your Inftructions, whether Muzuffer Jung 
is to pay the Amount at the Prefidency, or, as ufual, to me. Khyragur 
is in the fame Predicament, the Vizier having no Authority over the pre- 
fent Aumil; the reft I have httle Doubt of receiving. For the large Ba- 
lance now due from the "Nabob, I am given ftrong Hopes of receiving 
Affetts from the Funds expected by the Recovery of the Nabob’s paternal 
Eftate, hitherto withheld by his Mother, but which he has now demanded. 
The Refult is yet in Sufpence ; as foon as any Certainty of the Grounds of 
this Expeétation can be determined, and may come to my Knowledge, I 
‘* fhall not fail to impart it to you. 


‘ The new Regulation of dear a the Jaghires is carrying into Execution 
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in every Part of thefe extenfive Provinces, and when effected, will afford a 
very material Increafe in the Nabob’s Revenues, 
© The Order of 7 Lacks upon them could not be increafed this Year, as, 
before the Seizure can be completed, the Collections upon the Firft Crop 
will be over; befides which, many of the Jagherdars having flrong Family 
Claims upon the Nabob, he has been obliged to affign Ready Money Pay- 
ment in heu of the Rents of the Lands. 

¢ Lucknow, ‘ | have the Honour to be, &c. &c., 
the goth December 1781. (Signed) NATH MIDDLETON. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Nath’ Middleton to the Honourable 
« Warren Haftings, Governor General, and the Members of the Suprcine 
“« Council, Fort William ; dated Lucknow, the 7th September 1782. 


© Upon the 6th Article, the Honourable Board have anticipated my Reply, 
by adverting to what they conjecture may have been the Caufe of the total 
Failure in the Collections from Farruckabad, which was, as they have juftly 
fuppofed, an improper Advantage taken by Murzuffer Jung of the Media- 
tion employed with the Nabob Vizier in his Behalf. I have therefore, im- 
mediately upon Receipt of your Orders, withdrawn all Mediation and Inter- 
ference which ftood between the Nabob Vizier and the Collection of his 
Tribute from Farruckabad, and afforded him the Affiftance directed, by 
fending a Regiment to fupport the Sezawal appointed by his Excellency 
for the Collection of the Tribute of the enfuing Year, and have added my 
Inftruétions to the fame Agent, to colleét the Affignment of Seven and Half 
Lacks, firft above-mentioned, upon the Tribute and Balances due to the 
End of the current Year; and as I have anticipated the Succefs of this 
Truft, by raifing this Amount among the other Balances, as above ftated, I 
have the Satisfaction to reflect that the Honourable Board will not even feel 
the Inconveniency arifing from the Delay that the Mediation in Favour of 
Murzuffer Jung has occafioned. 
« It may be proper to explain, that the Excefs of Difburfements beyond 
the eftimated Amount, has arifen from Two Caufes—the Firft was, that the 
Troops of Futty Ghur, and Mr. Wombwell’s Office and Eftablifhment, re- 
ceived their Pay and Allowances beyond the Date ftipulated by Treaty 
(upon which the Eftimate was made) becaufe the Ngbob’s Finances not 
being adequate to the immediate Difcharge of their Balances, and this be- 
ing a previous Condition of the Treaty, their Pay and ufual Difburfements 
went on, until they could be fully paid up.—Secondly, The Army Debts 
were rated in the Eftimate at Five Lacks, and have in the Refule much ex- 
ceeded that Sum, which unavoidably caufed the Diverfion of Affets to that 
Channel, which were exprefsly granted and intended for other Purpofes.— 
This unforefeen Accumulation of the Army Debts, and the Preference 
which it was my Duty to fhew to the Honourable Company’s Claims, have 
neceffarily retarded the Payment of the late Vizier’s promifed Donation to 
the 2d Brigade, which I hope will meet your Approbation, as that Sum, as 
well as the Fourteen Lacks unliqutdated of the Honourable Company’s new 
Claim, will be an eafy Provifion with the current Demands of the enfuing 
— the full Amount of which I have not a Doubt of being able to 
realize. 
« I am willing to flatter myfelf, that, under your Indulgence, I fhall appear 
to have acquitted myfelf of the Refponfibility annexed to my Office, your 
public Teftimony upon which I am the more anxious to merit, as the many 
unforefeen and uncommon Obftacles which have occurred in the Courfe of 
this Year, rendered me apprehenfive, that the Effects of my Exertions might 
fall fhort of your Expeétations. 
‘ I have the Honour to be, with great Refpedt, 
‘ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
« Lucknow, ¢ Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
the 7th September 1782.’ ‘ (Signed) NATH’ MIDDLETON.’ 


$ 
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© To Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude. 


¢ Sir, ° 
© We have received Intelligence from the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, at Far- 


* ruckabad, that he has been deprived of Authority, and reduced to great In- 
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digence and Diftrefs, by the Knavery of his Servants, and by the Means of 
Monickram, late Banian to Major Polier: That about Ten Weeks ago he 
difpatched his Vakeel, Subjutula Cawn, with Letters reprefenting his Situa- 
tion, addreffed to this Board; and forne original Sunnuds which had been 
granted by the King to his Anceftors; but his Minifter Mahurbaun Cawn, 
who keeps him under great Conftraint, deteéting the Charge intrufted to 
his Vakeel, caufed him, through the Treachery of the faid Monickram, to 
be thrown into Confinement, by Order of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, and 
it is fuppofed, that by the fame Means he has got Poffeffion of the Sunnuds 
and Papers from the Vakeel. We defire you will immediately enquire into 
the Truth of the Circumflances above related, and obtain from the Nabob 
Afoph ul Dowla an Order for the Releafe of the Vakeel, with a Paffpore 
from him to proceed to this Prefidency. 


© Your humble Servants, 
‘ (Signed) © WARREN HASTINGS, 


‘J. CLAVERING, 
¢ Fort William, “GEO. MONSON, 
‘ agth Nov. 1776.’ a eee 


¢ To Mr. Charles Purling, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of Oude. 


¢ Sir, 
‘ The Nabob Muzzuffer Jung, of Farruckabad, having frequently com- 
plained to this Government of the Hardfhips and Indignities to which he is 
fubjected by the Conduct of the Sizauwol ftationed in his Country for the 
Purpofe of receiving the Annual Tribute, which he is bound by Treaty to 
pay to the Subah of Oude, and which has invariably conftituted a Part of 
the Funds afigned by his Excellency for the Liquidation of the Public 
Demands of the Company upon him; and thinking it incumbent on us to 
ufe fuch Means as occur to us to be moft expedient to his Relief, we have 
thought proper to appoint Mr. George Shee, one of the Civil Servants of the 
Company, in the Place of the Native Sizauwol, to collect the Vizier’s Af- 
fignment to the Company on the Nabob of Farrackabad, with the fame 
Allowances, Eftablifhment, and Powers, that have been given to the faid 
Sizauwol. Mr. George Shee has been directed to proceed with all poffible 
Expedition to Lucknow ; on his Arrival at which Place, we defire you will 
inveft him with the Charge of the Office to which we have appointed him, 
and give him fuchInftructions for his Conduct in the Difcharge of it as 
yeu may think neceffary. 
« We are, Sir, 
¢ Your obedient humble Servants, 


‘(Signed) ‘WARREN HASTINGS, 
‘Fort William, ‘P, FRANCIS, 
¢ the 22d May, 1780,’ ‘EDW? WHELER’ 
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¢ To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company’s Affignments, &c. 
Farruckabad. 
¢ Sir, 
© Your Services in the Collection of the Company’s Affignments on the 
Diftri& of Farruckabad being no longer required, you will be pleafed to 
make over your Accounts to the Refident at the Court of the Nabob Vizier, 
and repair to the Prefidency. 
¢ I am, Sir, 
‘€ Your moft obed' Servant, 
¢ Chunar, *(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 

23d September, 1781.’ 


‘¢ To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Refident at the Vizier’s Court, Lucknow. 


¢ Sir, 

‘ T have annulled the Office of Collector of the Company’s Afignments at 
Farruckabad, and directed Mr. Shee, the Collector, to repair to Lucknow 
and fettle his Accounts with you, for which you will give him proper Dif- 
charges when adjufted. 

¢ The Nabob Muzuffer Jung having acquainted me with his Apprehen- 
fions of being called to Lucknow, in order to anfwer the Demands of the 
Vizier upon him for Tribute, &c. and having reprefented the Difgrace and 
Indignity to which he fhould be fubjected by that Meafure, I defire that you 


: will urge the Minifter not to exact .the Perfonal Attendance of the Nabob 
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for adjufting of thefe Claims, but to admit of their being fettled by fuch 
Perfon as he fhall depute for that Purpofe. 
© The Injuries and Indignities which the Nabob Mozuffer Jung has for a 
Series of Years fuftained from the Court of Lucknow, reflect highly on the 
Humanity and good Faith of the Vizier; nor is our Government entirely 
exempted from the Odium which has attended fuch Treatment, fince it is a 
Matter of public Notoriety, that unremitting Application, fince the Year 
1776, has been made by the Nabob Mozuffer Tong. for the Interpofition of 
our good Offices towards alleviating his Diftreffes. From the Treaties fub- 
fitting between them, it does not appear that the Vizier has the fimalleft 
Claim of Sovereignty over Mozuffer Jung, or'Right to exercife Authority of 
any Kind over his Perfon or Dominions, No Pretence is made of his having 
violated his Engagements, or of having acted inimically towards the Vizier, 
nor have I heard a fingle Reafon affigned for the Ufurpations committed 
on his Property and Independency. When to all thefe Confiderations is added, 
the friendly Difpofition which Ahmud Khawn, the Father of Mozuffer Jung, 
manifefted on feveral Occafions towards the Company, 4 think it incum- 
bent upon me to exert the Influence of our Government with the Vizier, 
for the Relief and Protection of Mozuffer Jung. I therefore defire that you 
will ufe fuch Means as your Situation of Refident affords you, to prevent 
any further Interference of the Vizier or his Minifters in the internal Ma- 
nagement of the Country of Farruckabad; but that the Nabob be left in 
the free Exercife of his undoubted, Authority over his Subahdary, whilft he 
continues to execute with Fidelity his Engagements to the Vizier. J have 
written to his Excellency to the above Effect. 
¢ Benares, — ‘ I am, Sir, 

November roth 1781,’ ‘ Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

* (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS,’ 
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‘EXTRACT ofa Letter to Mr. Middleton. 


€ We obferve that you have not received any Part of the Sum expected from 
Farruckabad, and are furprized that you have not intimated, either in your 
Letters to the Board, or to the Governor General, the Circumftances which 
have prevented you from receiving any Part of the Sum expected from the 
Nabob Mozuffer Jung ; fhould they proceed from an Advantage taken by 
him of our Mediation with the Nabob Vizier, we direct that you do imme- 
diately afford him effectual AMfiftance for the Recovery of what may be due 
to him from Mozuffer Jung, and exprefsly withdraw all other Interference 
with that Nabob. 
« Weare, Sir, 
€ Fort William ‘ Your, &c. 
the 11th July 1782.’ ‘(Signed) ‘WARREN HASTINGS, 
‘EDW? WHELER.’ 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from the Refident at the Vizier’s 
¢ Court to the Nabob of Farruckabad. 


(After the ufual Compliments.) 


¢ IT have received your Letter’ (recapitulates its Contents.) 
¢« The generous and liberal Motives which induced the Governor General 
to employ the Mediation of the Company between the Nabob Vizier and 
you are known to the whole World, and require from me no Explanation. 
It is equally notorious what has been the Effet produced by that Mediation, 
which, however you may have underftood it, I am well affured was never 
meant to impede, ftill lefs wholly to preclude, the Colle¢tion of the Nabob 
Vizier’s juft Claims upon you. The Communications I have received from 
the Governor General, from the firft to the laft, refpecting the Nature and 
Object of his indulgent Mediation in your Behalf, have correfponded inva- 
riably with my own Opinion on that Subje&t. In his Firft Letter relative to 
this Matter, he informs me that he has confented to exert his Endeavours 
with the Vizier to remove the Reftraint and Controul which had been laid 
upon you for the Collection of the Tribute, and to prevail on his Excellency 
to receive his Dues through your Agents, inftead of employing his own, for 
which Purpofe he had given the neceffary Inftructions to Meer Suftoola Cawn, 
and difpatched him to the Nabob Vizter and myfelf, to adjuft the Accounts 
depending between you and his Excellency, and fettle the future Mode of 
Payment. The Vizier moft readily acceded to the Governor General’s Wifhes 
on this Point, and his Excellency’s Agents, and all Sort of Interference were 
in confequence inftantly withdrawn: But this was done upon the Faith of 
the Governor General’s Affurances, that you would take effeétual Care toa 
prevent aMeafure, which had been adopted folely for your Relief, from imped- 
ing the Vizier’s legal and juft Claims; and, ahha to the Intimation I had 
from the Governor General, I waited patiently the Arrival of Suftoola Cawn , 
but to my utter Surprize I learnt, that inftead of coming here, as directed, he 
went ftraight to Farruckabad, and publicly declared you abfolved from any 
further Claims of the Vizier. This being fo contrary to the Governoi 
General’s Advices and Commands to me, that I confidered it merely a 
Piece of Artifice of Suftoola Cawn’s to raife his own Credit and Con- 
fequence, and fuppofed you, as well as myfelf, impofed upon. Upon having 
repeatedly written to you, in Confequence of the Vizier’s Claim upon you 
having become a Part of the Funds affigned for the Liquidation of his 
Excellency’s Engagements to the Englifh Company, without receiving any 
explicit or fatisfactory Anfwer, and no Payments either made or feemingly 
intended, I was under the Neceffity of referring the Matter to the Con- 
fideration and Decifion of the Governor General ; who, feeing the improper 
Advantage which had been taken by you and your Agents of his well-in- 
tended Mediation, to the great Prejudice of the Vizier, and the confequent 
Injury of the Company’s Engagements with him, thought proper to with- 
~ (4 T ] « draw 
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‘ draw any further Interference between you, and to leave the Vizier uncon. 
¢ trouled in the Profecution of his juft and reafonable Claims upon you. 

« The Vizier has thereupon been pleafed to appoint a Sizauwol for the Col- 
« lection of the Balances due from you, as alfo for the Provifion of Funds 
* for the Payment of the enfuing Year’s Tribute ; and it is proper inform 
© you, that, as before it was my Duty to ufe every Means in my Power to 
« prevent any Interference with your Government, fq it now becomes in- 
« cumbent upon me to yield every Affiftance I may be able to the Nabob 
‘ Vizier, to enable him to affert and recover thofe Rights which the Perver- 
‘ fion of an Indulgence fo generoufly procured for you, has hitherto withheld 
‘ from him. What fhafl I fay more? 


‘N.B. Mozuffer Jung, inftead of tendering Payment of his Tribute 
‘ through his own Agents, conftantly denied owing any Thing to the Vizier. 
‘ He and his Agents, during the whole Year, appear totally to have miftaken 
* the Governor General’s humane Interpofition. 

« The Vizier and his Minifters, forefeeing this probable Confequence, in- 

¢ fifted upon the Farruckabad Tribute being included among the Company’s 
« Affignments, as appears in the following Extract of a Letter from the Refi- 
« dent to the Governor General, dated 30th December 1781: 
«© | have herewith the Honour to fubmit to you an Account of my current 
Claims for the prefent Year upon the Nabob Vizier, amounting to Rupees 
70,99,882; for which Amount I have received Affignments, as per the in- 
cloted Lift, for R* 76,38,114, in which J bave been wucessiTATED Jo include 
the Nabob’s Demand for the Current Year upon Farruckabad ; and as his Ex- 
celleycy has now totally withdrawn his Sizauwol from the Colleétion of it, as 
well as every Interference whatever, I beg I may be honoured with your Inftruc- 
tions, whether Mozuffer Fung is to pay the Amount at the Prefidency, or, as 
© nfual, to me?—Khyraghur is in the fame Predicament, the’ Vizier having 
‘¢ no Authority over the prefent Aumil.” 
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To report a Progefs, &c. 


Veneris, 23° dic Februariy 1787. 
MINUTESof the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houle, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftingss 
Efquire, late Governor General of Berigal, 





Witneffes Examined, 
Sr ELIJAH IMPEY. 
Mr. MIDDLETON. 
SEVERAL PAPERS READ. 





N° 16. 


[ 316 ] 


MINUTES, &. 





Martis, 27° die February 1 787, 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented to the 
Floufe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 


ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, being called in; 


And the Order for the Production of all his Letter Books, and other Correfpons 
dence in his Poffeffion, relative to the Public Affairs of, the Province of Oude; 
and its Dependencies, being read to him 3 


He was afked, 


Have you received that Order ? 
Yes. Ihave no Correfpondence relative to the Affairs of Oude, but what is contained 
in the Books I delivered in to the Committce on Friday laft. 


Do thofe Books contain the whole Correfpondence upon Public Matters during your 
Refidency at Oude? 


I believe they do not. I believe I did not get complete Copies of all the Correfpon- 
dence from the Office at Lucknow. 


Do the Books contain all the Correfpondence above defcribed, that has been at any Time 
in your Poffeffion ? 


] cannot pofitively fay they do; for I recollect to have left fome Correfpondence at 
Lucknow, of which I have no Copies. 


With whom did you leave that Correfpondence ? 
I left it in the Public Office at Lucknow—in the Refdent’s Office. 


Had you no other Correfpondence with Mr. Haftings, or others, on the Affairs of Oude, 
except thofe in the Books delivered in, or left in the Office at Lucknow ? 

1 believe I had ; for I have {cen in the Papers laid before this Houle, Copies of Private 
Letters to Mr. Haftings, of which I kept no Copies. 


find then the Witnefs was direéted to withdraw. 


To report a Progrefs, &c. 
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Martis, 27° die February 1787. 
‘MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Hattings 
Efquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 





Witnefs Examined, 


Mr. MIDDLETON. 





N° 17, 
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MINUTES, &. 





Luna, 5° die Marti 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented 
to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Go- 
vernor General of Bengal. 


‘ Oe ehiee THOMAS MERCER called in, and examined. 


~~ 


Were you in Bengal in the Year 1781? 
I was. 


Did you make any Offer to any Member of the Government of Fort William, to pur- 
chafe the Whole of the Company’s Opium at that Time in Calcutta? 
T did. 


On what Terms? 


" J cannot exactly afcertain whether it was 5 370 Or 375 Current Rupees per Cheft ; I think 
it was 375, but I am not certain. 


How much did the whole Purchafe amount to? 


To the Amount of Five Lacks of Rupees, I prefurne, or thereabouts. I was told there 
were 1300 Chefts ; fo I was informed. 


In what Manner did you offer to pay for it? 
In ready Money. 


Then a Member of the Committee produced a Letter, which being fhewn to the 
Witnefs ; 


He was afked, 


Is that your Hand-writing ? 
It is; I wrote it Yefterday. 


Do you recollect ever having fpoken to Mr. Francis before this Day ¢ 
I never did. 


Then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
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And the faid Letter was read, and is as followeth: 
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© To Philip Francis, Efq. 


« Sir, 

¢ Major Webber having called fome Days fince at my Friend Mr. Walker’s, 
in Upper Charlotte Street, to enquire if I was returned from Ireland, and Mr. 
Archdekin having called this Morning when I was from Home, and having 
mentioned to Mr. Walker the Purport of the former Gentleman's Vifit, as 
well as of his own, which was to enquire, for your Information, whether any 
pofitive or fpecific Offer had been made by me to Mr. Haftings for the Pur- 
chafe of a confiderable Quantity of Opium, which was exported on the 
Account and Rifk of the Company, upon the Pretext or Suppofition that 
Merchants would not buy it as they always had done in the former Years, 
and Mr. Archdekin having meationed the Probability of my being examined 
in a few Days in the Houfe of Commons touching the above Bufinefs, I 
fhall take the Liberty of relating in this Letter all 1 know of it, to the End 
that you may judge whether fuch an Examination is of any Importance or 
not, in the preient Stage of Eaft India Bufinefs. 

« When the Inutility and monftrous Expence of the little Bengal Squadron 
of little Men of War had fulty appeared, and Government thought proper 
in confequence thereof to fell the Ships which compofed it, I becaine the 
Purchater of the Ship called the Refolution, and having followed no other 
than the Trade to the Malay Coaft and China, and meaning tocontinue it even 
upon a larger Scale than heretofore, and to increafe the Probability of Suc- 
cefs therein, I thought it expediest to proceed to Bombay, to dock and 
fheath my Ship with Copper.—This being done in June 1781, I arrrived in 
Bengal in Auguft of the fame Year, and had the Mortification to be in- 
formed by my Friend Mr. Charles Wefton, that he had not provided any 
Opium for me, becaufe (faid the honeft Man) it has not been this Year put 
up to public Sale, upon a Prefumption that there would not be any Buyers, 
and we are told that it is all to be exported on the Company’s Account, and 
the Reafon affigned for this Novelty 1s, a prefumed Want of Enterprize in 
the Merchants to purchafe. 

‘ Upon this Occafion I joked a little with my honeft Friend, afking him if 
any Rumours of my Death or Shipwreck had been circulated in Calcutta, for 
without that the Governor and Council might prefume there would he- at 
leaft One very confiderable Purchafer. 

‘© My Friend Wefton’s Information, corroborated by the general Report 
of the Town, that the Opium was this Year to be exported on thé Com- 
pany’s Account, did not fatisfy me.—I had prepared my Ship at-a large 
Expence for an important Voyage.—I was willing to buy Opium, and would 
not drop the Defgn until E fhould be informed by Government Autho- 
rity that it could not be effected. With this View I repaired to Mr. 
Wheler (Mr. Wheler at this Time, Auguft 1781, was acting Governor 
General, and Council in his fole Perfon, Mr. FYaftings being then be- 
Jeaguered or befieged in the Fort of Chunar Ghur, in confequence of his 
memorable Expedition to Benares) and Mr. Wheler informed me, that it 
had been refolved to export ‘the Opium of that Year aa the Company’s 
Account, and that this Refolution had been taken from an Optnion that 
Merchants would not purchafe as heretofore.—] expreffed both Surprife and 
Difappointment.—Surprife ! becaute Charles Wefton had aa actual Com- 
miffion in his Pocket to purchafe a large apes for me at whatever might 
be the Market Price, and to extend it ftill further and beyond my ufual 
Annual Quantity in cafe the Price was moderate.——Dufappointment ! be- 
caufe I had prepared my Ship at a great Expence for an Opium Voyage, 
and did not at that Moment know what to do with her.—Mr. W. taid 
he was alfo forry, and continuing the Converfation, ‘I faw that the Exporta- 
tion Arrangement had been lately taken, for he (Mr. W.) confefted, that 
the Ship of Mr. ‘Thornhill, which was to carry the Opium to China, was not 
then arrived from Bombay. 

‘ Conceiving from this, that poffibly the Refolytion of Council for ex- 


porting the Opium om the Company’s Account was not irrevocably _ 
+ « ] made 
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I made what I thought a very bold, and what ought to have appeared a very 
advantageous Offer to the Company, viz. to buy all the Company’s Opium 
then in Calcutta, amounting to 1300 Chefts, and which was defigned to be 
exported under the Management of Mr. Thornhill, at the Rate of 375 Cur- 
rent‘Rupees per Cheft; and, as it was well known that the Treafury was at 
that Time perfeftly empty, 1 added, as an Inducement, that I would pay the 
whole Purehafe Money down. in Six Days Time.—Mr. Whicler refufed, but in 
refufing he feemed to think it neceffary to give Reafons for rejecting a Pro- 
pofition which moft Men would have thought exceedingly apropos and con- 
venient for the Public Emergencies ;e-and certainly, Sir, his Reafons were 
fuch as would not be offered by any one who had obferved and reflected 
upon the general Management of the Company’s Commercial Affairs in India ; 
for Example—JIf, fays he, you expect to make Advantage by purchafing this 
Opium, and exporting it on your own Account, why fhould not the Company 
expect an equal Advantage upon the Exportation of it on their own Ac- 
counts ? To which I agreed, provided the Company could find a Man to 
ferve them with the fame Fidelity and Induftry as Thomas Mercer would 
ufe in ferving himfelf. There paffed much other Converfation between us, 
and in Conclufion he recommended to me to make my Propofal to the Go- 
vernor General, then at Chunar Ghur.—This I refufed to do, telling Mr. 
Wheler that the Governor General would either not anfwer my Letter, or 
give an ambiguous and fhuffling Anfwer to it; and I confefs the laft Term, 
which is not a very refpectful one, was purpofely made ufe of, in order to 
obferve the Countenance of Mr. Wheler, and to difcover whether any of 
the old Impreffions concerning Mr. Haftings ftill remained upon his Mind. 
His Anfwer and his Manner both convinced me, that he had endeavoured ta 
efface them.—lI am forry, fays he, Captain Mercer, to hear you exprefs fuch 
Sentiments of the Governor General. To which I replied,—I am a fimple 
unaffected Man, and have always, throughout my Life, facrificed to Truth, 
what in many Cafes I might have gained by a Complaifance for the Paffions 
and the Foibles of great Men, of whofe weak Sides 1 am not altogether 
— having had to do with feveral of them in different Parts of the 
orld. 

¢ The Audience was now clofed, after telling Mr. Wheler that I would go 
home, and reduce my Propofitions into Writing, and would fend them t@ 
him on that Day; obferving, that when they fhould be permanently fixed 
upon Paper, he would be better able to confider them with the Attention 
which they deferved. 

« This being done, and fent to Mr. Wheler; I received on the next Day, 
either a Note in Writing, or a Meffage (for at this Diftance of Time 1 
cannot recollect which) defiring to fee me; and having attended upon him 
accordingly, he told me, that he was forry the Refolutions of Council could 
not be rei{cinded ; and, after a Paufe, he difcovered his chief Motive for de- 
firing to fee me, by afking, Whether I confidered my Letter as a Public or 
a Private Application? I anfwered, That the Matter of my Letter was of 
Public Concern; but that, being perfectly indifferent as to the Matter of ap- 
pearing upon Record as a large Dealer in Opium, I would leave it to himfelf, 
to do with it as he thought proper ; for which he was pleafed to thank me, 
and I took Leave. 

‘ The above contains the Suhftance, and in many Places the very Words, 
which paffed between Mr. Wheler and me, upon a Subject which in the 
Iffue occafioned a very large Lois to the Company. I had nothing to do 
with Mr, Haftings, and indeed refufed to have any thing to do with him; 
for I knew his Love of Novelty, and the Exportation of Opium to China 
being altogether novel, and attended with Hazard, as being contraband, I 
knew enough of his Temper to be perfuaded that he would maintain it with 
his wonted Inflexibility.—I knew affuredly that the Man who negociated 
with the Berar Raja~who continued a War with the Marattas very long after 
he knew of the War with France—-who would have given up the Northern 
Circars to the Nizam—and who would have ceded to the Dutch a valuable 


‘ Territory for the paltry and perfectly inefficacious Affiftance of Two thou- 
‘ fand undifciplined Topaffes, could not be diverted from his Purpofe by 
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any Reprefentations which I might make, and therefore [ would not take 


the Trouble of writing to him; but I muft do him Juftice, by declaring my 
[4 Y] « Belief 
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¢ Belief of his total Ignorance of my Propofitions to Mr. Wheler, for I believe 
¢ they were not communicated to him, - 
< I will not apologize to you, Sir, for the lengthened Detail of the Opium 
© Bufinefs, becaufe I think it will not offend you; but 1 have Caufe to afk Par- 
‘ don for the Intrufion of the greateft Part of this Page, as being foreign fo it, 
© and unconnected with it; but it is not eafy to fupprefs our Indignation, when 
¢ we hear a Man trumpetted forth as the Saviour of India, in whofe Conduct 
‘ wecan fcarcely difcern any Thing bur Folly and abfolute Quixotifm 5 of 
‘ which the Faéts above-mentioned are palpable Examples. 
‘ | have the Honor to be, very refpectfully, 
¢ Sir, 
« your moft obedient 
© humble Servant, 


. Upper Charlotte Street, T HO M E RC E R.’ 
‘ 4 March, 1787. ; 


Mr. WILLIAM YOUNG called in and examined. 


Was you in Bengal in 1781? 
I was. 


In what Situation was you there ? 
I was a covenanted Civil Servant of the Eaft India Company, of the Rank of Senior 


Merchant. 


Hiad you any Concern or Intereft in the Performance of a Contra& for the Provifion of 


Opium, in the Year 1781? 
I had the Conducting of the Bufinefs of the Contract. 


What Intereft had you in that Contract ? 
I was interefted in the Succefs of it. 


To what Extent? 

I undertook the Management of it upon certain Conditions, and if any Advantage arofe 
from the Performance of thofe Conditions, that Advantage was mine; or if any Loffes were 
the Confequence of the Failure of Succefs, thofe Loffes were mine. 


What were the Conditions? 

I feel fome Difficulty in anfwering that Queftion, becaufe I conceive it fubjects me to 
a Breach of private Confidence; though there is nothing in it, refpecting myfelf, that I can 
have any Objection to commifnicate to the whole World. I do not refufe anfwering the 
Queftion if the Committee infift upon my anfwering it. 


Then the Queftion was repeated, and the Witnefs was directed to anfwer it. 


The Conditions were, the Payment of a certain Sum of Money annually, and running 
all Rifks as to the Succefs or Failure of the Bufinefs. 


What Sum of Money was you engaged to pay, and to whom? 


1 was engaged to pay 149,000 Rupees annually, and alfo to pay 10,000 Rupees, ftipu- 
lated in the original Contract, to the Eaft India Company. 


To whom was the annual Payment to be made? 
To Mr. John Benn, by Half Yearly Inftalments. 


Who was the original Contractor with Governmente? 

Mr. Stephen Sullivan. 

What Intereft had Mr. Benn in the Contraét, and how did he acquire phat Incereft ? 

I know of no other Intereft than that I have already ftated.—I believe by Purchafe of 
Mr. Stephen Sullivan, as I purchafed it af Mr. Benn. 


What are your Grounds for believing that Mr, Benn purchafed it of Mr, Sullivan ? 
I underitood it fo from Mr. Benn himfelf. a 


What did Mr. Benn give for it? 
IT really do not know. : 


Was 


I 
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Was the Annual Payment you mentioned for the Duration of the Contract ? 


The Annual Payment that I made was to Mr. Benn. 


For what Period ? 
For Four Years, the Term of the original Contract. 


Do D i know at what Time Mr. Sullivan transferred his Intereft to Mr, Benn? 
If Dates are meant, J really do not. 


How foon after the Date of the Contra& ? 
I fhould fuppofe, fome Time in the Month of June 1781. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
To report a Progrefs, &c. 


Aye BEPC 6 Owe abe ~~ a 


Lune, §° die Martiz 1784. 
MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, 
Efquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 





Witneffes Examined, 


Captain THOMAS MERCER, 
Mr. WILLLIAM YOUNG, 


A PAPER READ, 
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MINUTES, &. 





Fovts, 15° de Martit 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houle on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented 
to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Go 


vernor General of Bengal. 


R. ISAAC BAUGH ealled in, and examined. 


Was you Secretary to the Supreme Council ia Bengal, in the Revenue Department, in 
the Year 1781? 
I was. 


Was you prefent at the Board at the Time at which it was agreed to grant the Opium 
Contract to Mr. Stephen Sulivan? : 

I was. 
a 


Did you fuggeft to the Governor General the ga 8 of advertifing for Propofals for 
that Contract? — 


I did not. 


Did Mr. Haftings make any Declarations, intimating his Reafons for granting that Con- 
tract to Mr. Sulivan? 
I do not recollect any particular Reafons. 


Did you make any Objection to the Draft of the Contract, on the Ground of its referring 
to written Propofals, when none fuch had been made ? . 
I have fome Idea that I did, but I am not particular in my Recollection. 


Do you recollect what Converfation paffed on that Occafion between you and Mr. 
Haftings? 

I do not; but I believe that it was agreed at the Board, that in the Preamble, the Words 
«© whereas written Propofals have been delivered in,’”’ fhould be omitted in the Draft. 


Are you fure that you have given no other Account ef this Converfation fince you have 
been in England, materially differing from what you have now given? . 

I do not believe that I have.—If I have, I fhould be glad to be reminded of the Circum- 
{tances. 


Have you never faid, that Mr. Haftings declared at that Time, that he gave that Con- 
tract to Mr. Stephen Sulivan in confideration of his Gratitude to Mr. Laurence Sulivan, 
his Father, or Words to that Effect ? 

I do not recolle& that I have ever faid fo, 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
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Fovis, 15° die Marti 1787. 
MINUTESof the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houle againft Warren Hattings, 
Efquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 





Witnefs Examined, 
Mr. ISAAC BAUGH, 
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MINUTES, &e. 


) 





Martis, 20° die Martii 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented 
to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Go- 


vernor General of Bengal. 


Wwitta YOUNG, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


’ How long was you in any Office of the Collections of Bahar ¢ 
Upwards of Six Years. 
At what Time were the Collections of Bahar odced under the Management of a Pro- 
vincial Council ? y 
I believe in the latter End of 1769, or the Beginning®%: 3770, to the beft of my Re 
. Collection. 


Was it the Plan of that Council, to collect and manage the whole Revenue of the 
Zilla or Province ? 
It was. 


Was there at any Time a Separation of particular Diftricts from the Zilla? 
There was a Separation made at different Times. 


When, and to whom, were fuch Diftriéts committed as feparate Collectorfhips ? 

I can only fpeak pofitively as to the Separations that were made whilft I was a Member 
of the Provincial Council.—Previous to.my being a Member, fome Part of the Diftrict 
of Mongheer was feparated, as alfo the Diftrict of Ramgur ;—the former, I believe, to 
add to the Collecterthip of Mr. Barton ; and the latrer, I believe, as a Collectorfhip to 
Captain Camac, who had ‘conquered the Country. And fubfequent to my becoming a 
Member .of that Council, a faall Part of the Southern Diftrict of Bahar was given to Cap- 
tain Browne, who had Charge of the Jungle derrée Diftricts ; and in the Beginning of the 
Year 177g the Diftri&s of Sircar Sarun, and Champaran, were feparated from ug, and 
given as a Collectorfhip to Mr. Green. 


For what public Ufe or Purpofe ? . | P 
» I really do not know; I thould fuppofe the Reafons mutt appear on the Confultations 
of the Governof General and Council, whofe Act it was. 


Doés any valid public Reafon occur to you? 
I do not know of any. 


[5 A] After 
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After thefe Defalcations, did the Provincial Council at Patna remain in the Managemede 
of the Remainder ? 
It did. 


What was the original eftablifhed Number of that Council ? 
I believe it was Three ; but when the Plan of Provincial Councils beearné general, thé 
Number was increafed to Five. 


Was that Number increafed or diminifhed after the Defalcations ? 
We had occafionally a fupernumerary Member appointed—Mr. David Anderfon and 
Mr. Rame were fupernumerary Members at different Times. 


For what public Ufe or Purpofe was thé Number continued ? 
For the conducting the Collections, and the Government of the Country. 


Was the Expence of the whole Eftablifhment at Patna reduced, in confequen¢e Of the 
Separation of the Diftricts? 


It was not, 


While your Duties and Labour were diminifhed by the above Separations, do you mean 
to fay that your Expence and Numbers, as a Council, were increafed or continued ? 

Our Expence and Numbers were occafionally increafed, by the Appointment of a fu- 
pernumerary Member, 


Was you, as a Provincial Council, charged with Negleét of, or being unequal to, your 
Duties, as a Reafon for the Separations? 
No fuch Reafon was ever alledged—nor any Reafon. 


Was you, of any of you, difmiffed for Neglect or Inability ? 
Never, while I was a Member. 


At what Time were the Provincial Councils abolifhed ? 
Some Time in February 1781. 


For what public affigned Reafons ? 

When we were abolifhed, it was in confequence of a Letter frorn the Governor General 
aad Council, which affigned public Reafons for the Meafure.—I have a Copy of that Letter 
‘by me now, which I can produce, if neceffary. F, 

é 


Queftion repeated ? 
I underftood that the affigned Reafons were, that it would increafe the Revenue, and di- 
minifh the Expences, 


For what real Object, and with wig Effect ? 
I prefume a Matter of Opinion la expected from me on this Occafion. 


You will give that Opinion f* 

My real Opimon is, that the Provincial Councils were abolifhed for the fole Purpofe of 
adding to the Power and Influence of the Governor General at the Time; and I believe it 
had that Effect. 


Why were the Chiefs continued ? 

For the Purpofe of receiving the Collections from the Farmers, to whom the Country 
had been given, and to pay the ufual Difburfements at that Place.——They were alfo fup- 
pofed to be a Check on any Impropriety of Conduét of the Farmers. 


Of what Rank or Quality, in the Company’s Service, were thofe Servants to whom the 
whole Management of the Revenues was committed, under the Name of Revenue Com- 
mittee, in 1781? : 

Mr. David Anderfon, who was appointed Prefident, was of the Lift of Civil Servants, 
who came out in 1767—Mr. Shore, the Second Member, was of the Lift of 176g=-Mr. 
Chartres, the fame—Mr. Croftes was of a Jater Date, I do not recollect the Year. 


What Experience or Practice did thefe Gentlemen feverally poffefs in the Revenue Dee 
artment ? 

: Mr. David Anderfon had been employed in the Revenue Department for feveral Years 
—had been originally an Affiftant under Mr. Middleton at Moorfhedabad—-then a Member 
of that Council—fome little Time afupernumerary Member of the Patna Council, from which 
he was made Prefidenc of the Calcutta Zilla Cammittee.—Mr. Shore had been fome Time 
in the Revenue Line—likewife Mr. Chartres.—Mr. Croftes, I believe, had never been 
in the Revenue Line before. 


What 
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What other Occupations or Offices had they, or any of them, at that Time } 
Mr. David Anderfon was appointed Ambaflador to Madajee Scindia; during which Time 


e alfo held his Office at the Committee of Revenue. —Mr. Croftcs was Accountant General 


st the Revenue Department, and Treaflirer, to the beft of my Retollection, at the fame 
me, 


Had not Mr. Croftes a Contraét at the fame Time } 
I believe he had a Bullock Contraét. 


_ To whom was the Management of the Collections of Bahar committed, on the Diffo- 
lution of the Council, and for what Reafons ? 

Previous to the Abolition of the Patna Council, the Province ef Bahar was given in 
Farm to Rajah Cullian Sing and Rajah Kelleram, but the Engagement ftood in the Name 
of Cullian Sing ; the alledged Reafons were, becaufe they offeréd an Increafe of Revenue 
beyond the Settlement which the Patna Council had made.—We put them in Poffeffion 
fome Time in January 1781. 


You are defired to inform the Committee who thefe Perfons were? Whether Natives of 
Bahar ? Whether Muffulmen or Hindoos? And in what Circumftances they ftood ? 

They were both Natives of Delhi—Cullian Sing accompanied his Father Shittabroy to 
Patna, where he refided; and Rajah Kelleram fome Years afterwards, 1 believe, being known 
to Shittabroy in his Yduth, 4nd hearing that Rajah Shittabroy was preferred by the Eng- 
lith to great Dignity and Honour, came to feck his Fortunes under him, and was occafion- 
ally employed by him.—Rajah Cullian Sing had been appointed Dewan to the Patna Coun- 
cil, and Rajah Kelleram was at the fame Time appointed his Naib or Deputy. They 
were both, I believe, originally Hindoos, as their Names denote, but latterly were looked 
upon, by People of their own Seét, as excommunicated Perfons, having both, what is called ih 
India, loft their Caft,—It was faid at Patna, that Cullian Sing was actually a Muffulman, tho’ 
he kept it private. I believe it will admit of no Doube that he had been guilty of what 
the Hindoos confider as the greateft of all Sin, of the Crime of flaying and eating the Cow; 
and both publicly lived and cohabited with Mahomedan Women, by whom they had Chil- 
dren, to whom they gave Mahomedan Names. And as to their Circumftances, it was no- 
torious that they were Lacks of Rupees in Debt; in fhort, their Poverty was fo great 
that their menial Servants had not been paid for Years. 


Are Perfons who have fo loft their Caft reputed among their Countrymen to be Perfons 
obfervant of their Honour and Character? 
_ Tt is looked upon as the greateft Degradation of Honour and Character poffible.—A 
Tlindoo generally prefers Death to the Lofs of Cajt. 


‘Was the whole Province given to them—or were any feparate Collectorfhips left? 
Mr. Green remained in Poffeffion of his Colleétorftyn—they farmed that Part of Bahar 
only which was latterly under the Superintendance of the Patna Council. 


On what Terms, and for what Period, was the Farm given them? 
They engaged to pay Annually Rupees 34,08,000 and odd, without Deduction ; and 
on their being punctual in their Payments, their Leafe was to be perpetual. 


When the Provincial Council was abolifhed, why was a fingle Collectorfhip left ? 
I cannot take upon myfelf to fay why. 


Had you, the Provincial Council, then made a Settlement for the fucceeding Year? 
We had. | 


What Settlement? . 

Our Settlement was Rupees 32,17,000 and odd—to the beft of my Recolleétion, befides 
which there is a Collection which ufed to be received in Bahar of 14 per Cent. called Re- 
fam Cafanna, which would have amounted to between 40 and 0,000 Rupees upon the 32 
Lack ; alfo a Profit of Batta, or Exchange, which would have been, as near as I can guefs, 
about 50,000 Rupees more—-there was alfo a confiderable Sum of Money advanced for 
Agriculture from the Treafury, which would have been paid in the Courfe of the Year, bu 
does not appear in our Settlernent; fo that I believe, that if all thefe Sums are added toge- 
ther, it will be found that our Settlement was equal, or nearly equal, to that entered into 
with thefe Men whofe Farm did not include thefe Articles, I mean that they were not ex- 
clufively bound to make them good—the whole Sum they were bound to pay being only 
Rupees 34,08;000; and ] belles they never paid, nor were called upon to pay, any one of 
thofe three Articles. 


Had 
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Had you made any Collections for thac Year? 
We had. 


How much, and in what Proportion, to the whole Jumma ? 

We had colleéted between Nine and Ten Lack of Rupees upon our Settlement in Four 
Months ; and the Balance upon their Inftalments, when we delivered over the Country to 
them, was about Rupees 17,000, which was unufually finall. 


Would you have realized your own Scttlement ? ,, 
It is impoffible to fay pofitively, but I think we fhould. I believe we affured the Go- 
vernor General and Council fo. 


What was the Balance of the Bahar Year ending September 1780? 

I cannot fpeak pofitively, unlefs I refer to Papers. It was very rifling, excepting only 
what was due from Rajah Kelleram; there was about 75,000 Rupces due from 
him. 

How did the new Farmers of Bahar execute their Engagements ? 

Very badly. 


In what Senfe? 
That they did not pay up the Revenue they ftipulated to pay. 


Was the Power committed to them, in virtue of their having the Management of the 
Collections, beneficial to the People and Country at large ? 
It was highly ruinous, and moft cruelly oppreffive. 


Have you any Proofs of that? 

I have—J fpeak from aétual Knowledge, by being upon the Spot—J was Witnefs to the 
Complaints and Clamours of the People ; many of whom, when I was out of Office, ap- 
plied to me to relieve their Grievances, on an Idea that I {till had the Power to do it. But 
thefe Men, upon obtaining Poffeffion of the Revenue of the Country, acted in all Things as 
if they had been appointed arbitrary defpotic Sovereigns of it—not merely confining them- 
felves to the Bufinefs of the Collections, but affuming the Exercife of the Adminiftration of 
Juftice alfo.—I was afked for Proofs: I have now a Reprefentation from the Agent of the 
Phoufdar or Criminal Magiftrate at Bahar, againft Rajah Kelleram, complaining of thefe 
Things, to the Patna Council, a few Days before the Diffolution. I have a Copy of it in 
Perfian, and an Englifh Tranflation of it. 


[Copy and Tranflation produced, and brought up to the Table. ] 


And the faid Tranflation was read, ad is as follows : 


y 


wee 
¢ Patna Confultations, 8th February 1781. 
¢ Arzee of the Vakeel of the Sudder Phoufdar, againft Rajah Kelleram. 


‘ From the Time of Sied Huffen Khan, to my Mafter’s Arrival here in 
Patna, no Robbery has been committed, except in one Place, which was 
lately ; and, thank God, both the Thief and Goods were taken, and brought 
to the Phoufdarry; the Goods were reftored to the Owner, and his Receipt 
for them 1s depofited in the Dufta. Alfo, during the Time of my Mafter’s 
refiding here, whatever he reprefented to the Council, they always took 
Notice of it, by which Means his Bufinefs went on very well, till on the 
ift of Suffer, or 47th January, when Rajah Kelleram fent for me, and tol 
me he had fpoke to the Phoufdar about the Perfon confined for the'Murder 
committed in Pergunnah Stindeh ; but that, as he had not releafed him, he 
would try what he could do to hurt him, and faid, that he would not fuffer 
his Amleh to do any thing in his Purgunnahs. He faid he did not fear the 
Nabob himfelf, for that he had fettled every thing very fecurely before he 
came up; and told his Servant, Efouf Beg, in my Prefence, mot td pay any 
Regard to the Amleh of-my Mafter, in any Matter (except Murder) but to 
beat and drive them away-; ‘and then fent for his Moonfhy, and told him 
to write to the Aumils of every Place belonging to ‘him, not to fuffer any 
of the Phoufdar’s Peons to feize any Perfon, except for Murder, but to beat 
and ill treatthem, for that he himfelf would punish al] Crimes in his Diftriéts 
4 © (Murder 
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‘  Soeradapilbicean ser 4 and afked who the Phoufdar was to interfere in any 
¢ Cafes, except criminal ones. 

* From the Time this Report has been fpread about, a great many Robbe- 
ries have been committed, both in the City and our, in the Mofuffil, and 
the Thieves are not to be found; nor is any Regard paid to my Mafter’s 
Orders, or thofe of his Amleh; and whenever any one is taken, cither for 
Robbery or Murder, and carried to the Cutchernes, in the Mofuflil, he is 
taken away again; fo that my Mafter’s Naibs out in the Mofuffil, not being 
permitted to execute the Duties of their Offices, have nothing to do, for 
no one will obey their Orders. 

‘In the Sunnud granted to my Mafter, by the Governor General and 
Council, it 1s particularly mentioned, that he or his Natbs are to reprefent 
any Zemindar, or other Perfon, who refufes to obey his or their Orders to 
the Gentleman refiding in that Place, that he may punifh the Perfon fo dif- 
obeying, and the fame Orders were fent to the Council; therefore whatever 
you judge neceffary to be done in this Cafe, I requeft you will be 
pleafed to do it.” 


ye. er. ee ee 


a an & vA” a “ 


How were Accounts fettled between them? 
We adjufted our Accounts with the Old Farmers on the Part of Government, and left 
thefe Men and Mr. Maxwell, who remained Chief, to fettle the Mofuffil Accounts. 


Pras did they exact their Mofuffil Settlement from the People, and with what general 
“fFects ? 

They made the Settlement in the Country with the Zemindars, Talookdars, and Ryots, 
in an arbitrary Manner, by compelling many of them to give a large Increafe upon the 
Iingagements they had previoufly entered into with the Patna Council. Reftraint and 
Confinement were ufed to effe& it, even with the Firft Zemindars of the Country, and it 
was exacted with the utmoft Rigour. 


Had not Mr. Maxwell Authority to prevent fuch Ads; and if fo, why did he not exert it 
to that End? 

The Farmers themfelves did not feem to think that Mr. Maxwell did poffefs fuch Autho- 
rity ; and certain it is, that he did not exercife it.—When I fpeak of the Farmers, 1 mean 
co refer to Rajah Kelleram and Rajah Cullian Sing. 


Did they realize their Settlement with Government ? 
They did not. 


What was the Balance or Deficiency of the Firft Year ? 

‘The Balance on the immediate Conclufion of the Year I had an Account of, and it was 
fomething more than Seven Lack of Rupees ; but when the Accounts came to be finally fet- 
tled, which was in the Courfe of the Second Year, they had applied Part of the Revenue 
of the Second to reduce the Balance of the Firfl Year; and I think that ic then amounted 
to about Four Lack of Rupees. 


If fo, was that a real Reduction of the Balance of Seven Lacks? 
Certainly a real Reduction of the Balance of the Firft Year, though an Addition to the 
Deficiency of the Second, tf there was any. 


Were the Council at large, or any Number of it, confulted about the Character, Compe- 
tency, or Capacity of thefe Perfons for fuch a Truft? 

The Council was never confulted.—None of us were called upon to give our Opinions 
upon it; butI informed Mr. Haftings in Calcutta, when I underftood that it was intended 
to give the Country to thefe Men, that it never would be realized—and in the Month of 
January or February | recorded this Opinion upon the Proceedings of our Council. 


Was it ufual, before that Period, for the Governor General and Council to confult the 
Buhar Council previous te granting Leafes of Farms, &c. 
They confulted us upon all Points relating to the Revenue of our Divifion. 


Was not the Gouncil of Bahar heki refponfible for their Settlement ? 


The Governor General and Council often wrote ta us, that they fhould confider us as 
re{panfible for the Revenue. 


What were the particular Qualifications of thefe new Managers for fuch a Truft? 
They were the moft unfit Men that fuch a Truft could have been given to. 
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— they collect from the Country the Amount of their Engagement to Government, of 
more 

They made a Settlement with the Country of Thirty-fix Lacks and upwatds—They 
could not colleé& the Whole of it; but I am certain, from the Information I obtained at 
Patna, that they muft have realized more than the Amount of their Engagements to 


Government. 


How much more? 

I cannot fpeak pofitively to the Sum—they made various other Collections and Exac- 
tions, exclufive of the Settlement they had made in the Country, from the Proprietors of 
independent Clans which paid no Rent to Government. 


By what Means did they exact what they collected ? 
By Reftraint and Confinement, and I believe, in fome Inftances, by Corporal Punifh- 
ment. 


Did they, or did they not, violate the Rights of the Poffeffors of alienated Lands, or of 
Zemindars, or of Ryots? 
By the Complaints preferred to me by thofe Perfons, it would appear they did. 


Did they affume the Adminiftration of Juftice in the Mofuffil or Country ? 
] have already ftated that they did. 2 


Could this State of the Country, and of the Adminiftration, be unknown to Mr. 
Hattings ? 

It might originally, but Mr. Haftings had an Opportunity, in January 1782, when he was 
at Patna, of feeing, and being infofmed of it, which I believe he was. 


What Meafures did Government take to oblige them to pay their Balance ? 

Raja Kelleram was confined for the Balance that appeared againft him, and Rajah Cul- 
lian Sing’s Jagheér was attached by Government to make good his Proportion of the 
Balance. 

Was it paid ? 

When I came away from Patna, the latter End of 1785, Part of it was paid, and Raja 
Kelleram was out of Confinement. 


Do you fuppofe that thefe Perfons could have expected any Indulgence from Governe 
ment, in not exaéling the Balance due, when it was notorious, or might have been eafily 
afcertained, that they had really colle&ted more than the Amount of their Settlement from 
the Country, and on what Ground? 

After having obtained the Farm of the Country, they might have expected any thing— 
the fame Patronage that had given them the Country, they might think would have libe- 
rated them from their Balance and Confinement. 


What then was the Caufe or Foundation of that fuppofed Patronage ? 
The Support and Friendthip of the Governor General, and Gungergovind Sing, through 
whom the Farm had been obtained. 


By what Means obtained ? 
We had various Reports on the Subject. 


What were thofe Reports ? 
And the Queftion being objected to; 
The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in; 
He was afked, . 

What was the general prevailing Opinion at Patna, among the Natives, on this 
Subject ? 

The Opinion of the Natives, whether well or ill-founded, was, that they purchafed the 
Office. 

Was that your Opinion, and that of the Europeans in general at Patna? 

I beg to decline anf{wering that Queftion. 

Do you anfwer pofitively for the real Exiftence of fuch a general Opinion among the 


Natives ? 
The Opinion was certainly very generah 
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Did any Faéts, giving Rife to fuch Report and Opinion, come out to the Public? 


The Report originated, I believe, with the Parties themfelves, the Farmers ; but as to 


Fadts, that is, the actual Receipt or Payment of the Money, I am not perfonally ac- 
quainted with any. 


Is it your Opinion, that although Rajah Kelleram was confined, and kept fo long a 
Time for his Balance to Government, there might neverthelefs have been, in the frit In- 
ftance, a fraudulent Underftanding between him and People in Power at Calcutta? 

I think it very poffible. 


On what pee ae : 
On this Principle—That having been powerfully patronized at Calcutta, it is poffible 
that Rajah Kelleram might have been given to underftand, that it was a neceflary Meafure 


to fave Appearances, and that he might foon be releafed, upon eafier Terms than paying 
his Balance. 


Do you believe that to have been the Cafe ? 
I think it very probable. 


Do you know, or did you ever hear, from what you deem credible Authority, that any 
Sum, or Engagement for a Sum of Money, was given by thefe Perfons to Mr. Haftings ? 
I beg the Indulgence of the Committee, to be excufed anfwering that Queftion. 
Why do you afk for that Indulgence? 
1 wifh that the Committee would be pleafed to indulge me in that Refpect, without 
giving my Reafons. 
And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw, 


And being again called in ; 


He was afked, 
Do you know that any Sum, or Engagement for a Sum of Money, was given by thofe 
Perfons to Mr. Haftings? 
I cannot take upon myfelf to fay abfolutely that I know it. 


Have you heard it, and from what Authority ? 
I certainly heard fo. 


From what Authority ? 
I deemed the Authority good. 


What Authority? . 
Am I obliged to anfwer that Queftion ? 


You are obliged to anfwer it. _ 

I think that I heard it from the Parties themfelves ; antd I know that Mujadis Roy, the 
Vakect or Agent of Rajah Cullian Sing, told me fo fome Time in the Months of June 
or July 1781, in Calcutta. 

Did you receive the fame Information from any Body elfe? 


I did not receive the Information from any Body elfe that I recollect now, that Money 
was paid—I heard only that Money was to be paid. 


Was it in Money, or by the Engagement, called a Teep, and in whofe Name? . 

1 heard it was by a written Engagement, or Teep, and in the Name of Rajah Cullian 
Sing. 

What was the Sim? 

I] heard Four Lacks of Rupees. 


Did you ever hear what Difpofition was made of that Teep, or if it was ever paid, and 
to whom? 

The Money I underftood was paid to Gungergovind Sing, on Mr. Haftings’s Ac- 
count. 


To whofe Hands was the Teep given, by the Perfon that gave it? | 
It is impoffible for me to fay to whofe Hands, unlefs I had feen it delivered. 


What did you hear from the Vakeel was done with it? 
- I do not recolleé that particularly—I heard alfo from Mr. Wheler the Sum of Four 
Lacks was to be paid—Mr. Wheler mentioned it to me one Morning in the Courfe of 
Converfation, when I was remonftrating with him on the Hardthip and Injuftice of fa- 
crificing a public Body, fuch as our Council was, to Two fuch Men. ” 
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To whom did Mr. Wheler fay it was to be paid? 
He did not exprefs to me to whom. 


Did you underftand for what Purpofe it was to be paid? 
I underftood it was for giving thofe Mcn the Farm of the Country. 


Do you mean that the Four Lacks was to be given to the Eaft India Company, or to 
any of their Servants ? 

I certainly did not underfland it at the Time as a Donation to the Eaft India Com- 
pany, I underftood it certainly to their Servants—it is merely Matter of Opinion, 


To which of their Servants? 

] underftood to Mr, Flaltings ; that was the Opinion-I formed at the Time in my own 
Mind. 

Did you not, at that Time, confider that the Four Lacks to be paid in by this Teep 
might be the remaining Part of the Balance due from them on Account of their Settle- 
ment ? 

Certainly not—The Circumftance I have mentioned happened fome Time in December 
1780, or January 1781, previous to their having taken Charge of the Country, or exe- 
cuted their public Engagements. 


When you ftate the Sum given to Mr. Haftings as piven with the Privity of Mr. 
Wheler, do you mean to fay that the Money was accepted with the Confent and Concur- 
rence of Mr. Wheler? 

¥ do not underftand that I have yet faid that any Moncey was actually given. 


Do you mean to fay you underftood from Mr. Wheler, that the Tcep was to be accepted 
with Mr. Wheler’s Confent and Concurrence ? 
Mr. Wheler never mentioned a Teep to me. 


When you faid, that you heard from Mr. Wheler that the Sum of Four Lacks were to 
be paid, did you underftand from Mr. Wheler that thofe Four Lacks were to be paid with 
his Content ? . 

I certainly did not underftand fo at the Time; I looked upon it to be private Informa- 
tion of the Tranfaction, which Mr. Whceler might have obtained as I had done. 


Do vou underftand, now, that Mr. Wheler received any Part of that Moncey ? 
TI never had an Jdea that he did. I know Mr. Wheler’s private Sentiments to be againft 
abolifhing the Provincial Councils, and giving the Farm af Patna to thefe Men. 


In which of the Names was the Scttlement made ? 
Rajah Cullian Sing. 


Which of them was unprifoned for the Balance ? 
Rajah Kelleram. . 


What was the Reafon for confining this Man; and why were not both confined ? 

Rajah Cullian Sing had vifible Property—he had a Jaghire of 80,000 Rupces a Year, 
but he was neverthclefs much in Debt; Rajah Kelleram had no vifible Property, I be- 
heve, but a Lloufe, which was feized and fold. I was at the Auction of that and other 
Effects. 

As Kelleram was imprifoned, what do you believe or know to be the Reafon that he did 
not defend himfelf, by accufing, or threatening to accufe Mr. Ifaflings ? 

I beg to decline anfwerin ethat Queftion. 


Why? 

I have my Reafons for it, which I wifh not to give. 

As Kelleram was imprifoned, what do you know to be the Reafon that he did not de- 
fend hinfelf, by accufing, or threatening to accufe Mr. Haftings ? 

] beg the Indulgence of the Committee, to decline anfwering that Queftion—lI have 
very great Objections to anfwering It. . 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


. ~ 


And being again called in, 


He was directed to {tate thofe Objections ; ‘and’ to inform the Committee, whether he 
conceived his Anfwer tg ghat Queftion would tend in any Mahner to criminate himfelf ? 


The Queflion canngggeimginate me in any Manner. 


bin mat 5 Then 
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Then you muft anfwer it. 


While Kelletam was in Confinement, his Agents frequently came to me, and thought 
that J might be inftrumental to his Enlargement; and, in the Courfe of the Converfation 
that ‘paffed, they gave as a Reafon to me why they durft not do fuch a, Thing as crimi- 
nate thofe that gave him the Farm, that it was dangerous to Rajah Kelleram, it might 
be fatal to him ;—they faid, Has not Rajah Nuncomar been hanged? this may be the 
Fate of Rajah Kelleram ; or Words to that Effect, to the beft of my Recolletion. The 
Perfons that came to me, I recolleét one of them was Mooteran, the Vakeel of Rajah 
Kelleram ; another Man ufed to come to me, whofe Namé I do not recolleé&t: Ra- 


jab Kelleram’s Son, Ball Govin, ufed to come to meit was with one of thefe Men that 
this Converfation happened. 


~ Then was it a Thing admitted, or taken for granted, in the Converfations you 4l- 


Jude to, that Kelleram had fuch a Weapon of Defence againft Mr. Haftings, but was 
afraid to make ufe of it? 


_ I certainly underftood it fo. 


Was the Change in the Revenue Syftent made in 1781 attended with any and what 
Diminution in the general Charges of Collections, and all Eftablifiments, or any of the 
“Revenue ? 

As the Allowances to the Members of the Council were continued, till they were 


otherwife provided for, I do not think there could have been any immediate Diminution 
of Expence. 


Was the Change diftrefsful to. the Members of the Provincial Councils, their Afift- 
ants, and Servants, in any, and what Degree? | 

It was certainly highly diftrefsful to our Feelings as Men, to be turned out of Office, 
and ordered down to the Prefidency—we had confidered our Situations as fixed. The 
Meafure of Provincial Councils had been adopted by the former Government; it had 
been received by the Supreme Council, approved by the Court of Directors, and, by 
having been made known to the Legiflature, had virtually received legal Sandtion ;—- 
the Difmiffion was what we little expected from the Hand of One Man, who was, vir- 


tually, the Government of Bengal, after our Appointments had received the Sanction of 
fuch high Authority. 


The Queftion is, What was the Diftrefs ie occafioned to the Members of the Coun- 
cil, their AMfiftants, and Servants ? 

I will ftate that :—Some of us had Houfes and Land, our Affiftants had fome of them 
alfo Houfes.—Having confidered ourfelves in a fixed Situation, we had our Occupations, 
our Purfuits, and Amufements—-We had it in our Power to afford Affiftance to fome needy 
Friends, who depended upon us—Our own Misfortunes, were much aggravated by finding 
our Friends involved in the fame Calamity as ourfelves.—Allow me to fay, that we had 
endeavoured to govern the People who were placed under our Charge with Moderation 
and Humanity—we felt not a little for their Situation alfo, who were fo fenfible of the 
Confequences to themfelves, of being delivered up to the’ arbitrary Will of fuch Men, 
whofe Character they were perfectly acquainted with, that the Terror they conceived upon 
the Occafion is only to be compared to an apprehended Invafion of a ravaging Army of 
Marattas; and as to our own Feelings, they can only bé compared to an Expulfion from 
Houfe and Home— for it was in Reality to fome of us an actual Banifhment, and to my- 
felf equal to Difmiffion from the Company’s Service—for, being of a Rank in the Ser- 
‘vice fuperior to the Prefident of the New Committee, and my Mind employed in the 
Bufinefs of the Revenue, I could not hold any Office in the Revenue in future without 
fubmitting to the painful Degradation of obeying the Orders of my Juniors; a Thing 
held as difgraceful in the Service of the Eaft India Company, as it would be thought in 
His Majefty’s Service for the Colonel of a Regiment t be put under the Command of 
One of his Subalterns. 


Do you know Gyngergovind Sing ? te 
J do. 


What was his Office and Power-during Mr. Haftings’s Adminiftration ? 
During the: latter Part of his Admiaiftration Gungergovind Sing was confidered by 


the Natives as the Second Perfopage in the Government, tho’ his-Office was that of Duan 
to the Committee of Revenue. pees 


What was the general Opinion of ‘the Natives of the Ufe hetaade of his Power? 
I always heard him fpoken very ill of by the Natives; as a Man univerfally hated by 
them for his Peculations and ns to = he made his Powers else 
5 0] at 
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What was the Opinion of Europeans ? 
The fame. i, ; 


$ i » 
Do you know, or have you heard from Authority that you deem good, any Fats in 
Support of thefe Opinions ? 7 
{Ho not know any Thing myfelf particularly, but that a Man they called Ram Chun- 
der Sain, who was as likely to know his Tranfactions as any Man in Bengal, affured 
me, in I q 81, that even then Gungergovind Sing had accumulated above @ Crore’ of Ru- 
pees, and he declared to me he had an Account of the Particulars. 


Do you give Credit to what that Man told you? 
IY believed it. 


From your Knowledge of Gungergovind Sing’s Situation and Power, do you think it 
likely that he had or might have nearly accumulated fuch a Sum? 
I think it probable. 


Was the giving Bahar in Farm to Cullian Sing and Kelleram, in your Opinion pro- 
duétive only of a temporary or of a lafting Prejudice to the Revenue ? 

Of a lafting Prejudice, becaufe they defolated the Country, ruined Agriculture, déftref- 
fed the People, and caufed many of them to fly. 

What do you eftimate the Lofs at to the Company on the Revenues of Bahar, to the Time 
of your leaving Bengal ? 

I imagine it could not be lefs than Twenty-five Lack of Rupees. 


Could you, if called upon, make out that by Accounts ? 
I could render it probable; I think evident. 


What Office did Rajah Kelleram hold under the Patna Council ? 
He had been Naib Duan, and we appointed him to the Charge of the Collections of 
Sircar Rotas in 1779 and 1780. se 


Did he collect the Amount of his Settlement for Rotas ? au ; 
I believe he collected more than the Settlement he fent to Patna. hae 
ia j 


1H 
Did he pay it up to Government ? mys 
He did not. 


e 


: e 


4 
‘What was the Balance? oe: 
Of about 75,000 Rupees, to the beft of my Recollection. 


What Means were taken to make him pay that Balance? 
We put him under Mohufsles, or in the Cuftody of an Officer. 


When, and by whom, was he releafed from that Reftraint ? 

- By the Patna Council fome Time in September 1780; but I cannot be particular as to 
ates. 

For what Reafon was he releafed, if he had not paid his Balance? 

1 was at that Time Acting Chief at Patna, and releafed him by a Vote of my Council, in 
which I was left in a Minority. He had received a Perwanna from Mr. Haftings to come 
to Calcutta.I_ received alfo a Letter from Mr. Haftings directing me to permit him to 
come down. , 


Did you report the Facts to the Governor General and Council, or to Mr. Faftings par- 


ticularly. 
I wrote an Anfwer to Mr. Haftings, ftating his Situation, to which I wifhed to have 
waited his Reply, but my Council over ruled me. 


Was the Balance due by Kelleram ever paid ¢ 

Wever, that I heard of.: ; 

At what Time did he go from Patna to Calcutta? 

1 cannot be precife as to Dates, but he went away the Day after his Enlargement, which 
was fome Time in the Rainy Seafon in 1780. 

Did you ever hear, and from whom, what was the Amaunt of his Embezzloment during 
his Collectorfhip of Rotags? oe ee 

He boafted publickly it was 60,000 Rupees. 


Did you record your Qajmion of the Settlement. made with thefe Perfons? 
did. : Ro ge n 
tel’ m Y - ' Was 
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Was it to the fame Effect with the Evidence you have now piven? 
Precifely. 


Have you known during the Time of your Continuance in the Congpany’s Service any 
Farms, except this, let to any Farmer of Revenue for a Perpetuity, on Condition of the 
Paymient of their Rents, agreed on? 

L know fome Inftances. 


- Were they to Zemindars or Farmets ? 
Bath. 


Can you name them ? 
The Diftri& of Sonnout, and Part of Shawabad, in Bahar, had been given to one Noor 
ul Huffin Cawn, upon a Leafe, which after a certain Period was to be perpetual. 


At what Time, and for what Caufe, was this Settlement made ? 
The Settlement took place with him before I came to the Patna Council; and it failed 
whilft I was a Member. 


Was it renewed ? 
Te was not. 


Was the Farm continued to Kelleram and Cullian Sing, after the Failure of their En- 


gapements ? 
A very little Time afterwards it was found they could not go on another Year; fo they 


were difmiffed in the Middle of the Second Year. 

As you have ftated, that the Courfe of Juftice was difturbed and ufurped by thefe Two 
Farmers, whether Sir Elijah Impey did not vifit Patna during the Continuance of this 
Farm ? 

He did. 

How long did he ftay at Patna? 

He was there fome Time; then went down to Boglepoor, and came back again to 
Patna; and hearing that all was Peace and Quietnefs at Benares, he hurried up there with 
all poffible Expedition. 

Did he take any Steps towards the Furtherance of the Adminiftration of Juftice, and 
correcting Grievances, whilft he ftaid at Patna? 

Though the profeffed Objeét of his Journey was to hear Appeals, yet he took no Steps 
whatever, that I ever heard of, to perform that Duty. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


To report a Progrefs, &c. 


Martis, 20° die Martii 17%. 
MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, 


Taken before @ Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
od to the Houle sgainft Warren Haftings, 

Bigyat, late Governor Gentral of Bengal. 





Witnefs Examined, 
WILLIAM YOUNG, Efquire. 





N° 20. 


( 334 J 








MINUTES, &<. 





Feneris, 23° die Martit 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prefented 
to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Go- 


vernor General of Bengal. 


W ILLIAM HARWOOD, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


How long was you Chief of the Provincial Council of Dinagepore ? 
From the Beginning of the Year 1775 to the Beginning of the Year 1780. 
At what Time were any particular Diftricts feparated from your Divifion, in order to 


fori feparate Collectorfhips ? 
About the Month of Auguft 1777, the Province of Rungpoore; and early in the Be- 
winning of the next Year the Purgunnas of Silberris were feparated from our Di- 


vifion. 
For what public Ufe or Purpofe were thefe Separations made ? 
For none that I know of. 
After thefe Separations, how much of the original Divifion of Dinagepore was left un- 


der the Management of the Provincial Council ? 
If we except the Zemindary of Dinagepore, which was alfo in Effect feparated from 


our Divifion, we retained about a Quarter of our original Divifion. 

Was the eftablifhed Number of the Council ftill kept compleat, diminifhed, or in- 
creafed ? 

They were continued compleat. 

Was the Expence of the whole Eftablifhment reduced, in confequence of the Separa- 
tion of the Diftriéts ? 

No. 

Was you, as a Provincial Council, charged with Neglect of, or being unequal to, your 
Duties, as a Reafon for the Separations ? 

I do not remember that we were ever charged with Neglect or Inability. 

Did you collect the Amount of the Settlement of the Diftricts originally, or at any 


Time in your Charge compleat, or was there any Balance ? 
In fume Years we did colle&t the Whole compleat ; in others, very inconfiderable Ba- 


Jances were lei. 
| [5D] Do 
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Do you know whether the Settlement of the Diftricts feparated from your Council 
were fully collected, or if any Balances were left ? 
Very confiderable Balances were left. 


What was the greateft Amount of your own Balance at any Time? 
I do not remember the exact Sum, but it was very trifling. 


Are you of Opinion, that the Inability of the Provincial Councils, from the Decline 
of the Revenues, was a fufficient Reafon for diffolving them ? 

I do not apprehend there was any Inability on the Part of the Provincial Councils, 
therefore I cannot fuppofe it could be urged gs a Reafon for their Abolition. 


Were there any Factions in your Council ? 
I may fay none at all, for during the Five Years that I was Chief of that Council I re- 
colleét only One Diffent. : 


Where is the Zemindary of Baharbund ? 
It joins the Province of Rungpore, and is to the Eaftward of it. 


Do you know upon what Terms the Zemindary of that Purgunonah was granted to Mr. 
Haftings’s Banyan, in the Name of his Son? 
No, I do not. 


Do you recolle& the Opinion of a Gentleman, Member of the Select Committee, in 
the Year 1776, with refpet to the prefent Provincial Councils, in thefe Words: « 1 am 
‘© of Opinion that the Inftitution was fundamentally wrong.” 

I have not the leaft Recollection of it. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


EWAN LAW, Efquire, called in and examined. 


Was you in Council at Patna when a feparate Collectorfhip was formed for Mr, James 
Barton, partly out of your Diftrict ? 

I really do not recollect—I was a Member of the Patna Council at that Time, § 
will appear from the Company’s Records. 


Was you Chief at Patna when a feparate Colleétorfhip was formed out of your Digid 
for Mr. Charles Graeme—and when the Diftrict of Tirhut was made ovge ‘to, the Ze- 
mindar? 7 

I was. 


For what public Ufe or Purpofe were thefe Separations made ? 

I really cannot tell. 

Are you of Opinion, that they were intended for public Ufe, or otherwife? 

I am to fuppofe they were fo intended: Whether they anfwered that Purpofe or not, 
I did not ftay long enough to judge of by its Effects. 


' 
Did you at the Time confider thefe Meafures as Matters of Perfonal Favour, and Per- 


fonal Favour only ? 
I certainly confidered the Appointment of Mr. Graeme to the Collectorfhip of Sircar 
Saran as a Matter of private Favour. 


What did you at the Time think of Tirhut ? 
I confidered it as a particular Indulgence to the Zemindar. 


Did you ever record your Opinion, that it was owing to the Intrigues of that Zemin- 
dar that the Faure of the preceding Renter ought to be attributed ? se 

I muft refer, for an Anfwer to this Queftion, to the Patna Confultations at’ the 
Time. : 
i 






Pi 
a 


odo 


Then an Extraéof a Letter from the Witnefs to Mr. Francis, dated 15th Febrwary 
1779, being read to the Witnefs, as follows : 
+ 

© I cannot but obferve, that at the fame Time that we are fo feverely nepre- 

‘ hended for the Decreafe of Jumma, Tirhut with its Dependencies 1s’ th a 

© Manner taggn out of our Hands, and the Settlement made, with very tirge 
wiewer Allowances, to the Zemindar ; to whofe Intrigues I havt re- 
MPD pinion that the Failure of the late Renter may be in apood 


« corded" 
The 








‘ Meafums attributed.” 
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The Queftion was repeated ? 

I have-no Doubt, from what has been juft now read to me, that fich was my Opinion, 
and that it ftands fo recorded ; but having loft, in the General Barker Indiaman, all mv 
Books and Papers, I cannot, at the Diftance of Eight or Nine Years, particularly recollect 
every Tranfaction that happened during my Chieffhip, or the Opinion that I then gave. 


Was It not your Opinion at the Time, that Mr. Charles Grame, having been brought 
up in the Commercial Line, could have no local Knowledge of the Diftriéts he was ap- 
— to, or Experience in the Revenue Branch in general ? 

t was. | 


After thefe Defalcations of particular Diftriéts, did the Provincial Council of Patna 
continue in the Management of the Remainder ? 
To the beft of my Recolleétion, they did. 


What was the original eftablifhed Number of that Council, from 1773? 
: ig it originally confifled of Three Members ; afterwards it was increafed to Four, 
and to Five. 


Was that Number of Five increafed or diminifhed after the Separation of the Diftriats ? 
I rather think there was an additional Meinber, 


For what public Ufe or Purpofe was there an additional Member appointed ? 
I really cannot tell. 


Was the Expence of the whole Eftablifhment of the Provincial Council at Patna re- 
duced, in Confequence of the Separation of the Diftricts? 
¥ do not remember any. 


While your Duties and Labours were diminifhed by the above Separations, do you 
mean to fay that your Expence and Number, as a Council, were increafed, or diminifhed ? 

The Addition of a Member to the Council muft have been attended with an Increafe of 
the Expence, I remember no other Increafe. 


Was you, as a Provincial Council, charged with Neglect of, or being unequal to, your 
Duties, as a Reafon for the Separations? 
We were not. 


_- you, or any of you, difiniffed for Neglect or Inability ? 
0. 


Is it your Opinion, that the Inability of the Provincial Councils, from the Decline of 
the Revenues, was a fufficient Reafon for abolifhing thofe Councils ? 

I cannot fpeak to the Abolition of the Provincial Councils, becaufe it 1s a Meafure that 
took Place after my Departure from the Country. 


Your Opinion is defired on the general Ability of thofe Councils to perform their Du- 
ties ? 

I fuppofe, in general, they were able to perform their Duty. 

Are you of Opinion that the Management of the Revenues may be better conducted by 
Provincial ‘Councils, or by Collectors ? 

Suppofing the Collector to have a Knowledge of the Language, and all other neceflary 
Qualifications, I fuppofe the Bufinefy would be performed with more Eafe and Difpatch by 
a Collector, 


And then the Witnefs was dire€ted to withdraw. 


s { 1 4 a 


ALEXANDER HIGGINSON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


How long was you in Council at Burdwan ? 
Between Four and Five Years. 


Did the Supreme Board, while it confifted of Mr. Haflings, General Clavering, Colonel} 
Monfon, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis, form a Settlement dire€tly with the Rajah, as 


Zemindar, for, Two Years, commencing in April 1776! 
I was Chief of ae Council at that Tne, and the Settlement was then formed. 


Was that Settlement collected ? 
To the beft of my RecolleGtion, the Firft Year was completely realized. There might 


‘haye been fome Balance the Second Year; but as I am entirely unprovided with a 
i rials, 
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rials, having by Accident loft my Papers, I cannot a to the particular Sum; but 
whatever Sum it was, it either was,’ or might thavé“dbeen, eafily realized from the 
Zemindar. | 


Was it collected without Oppreffion to the Country ? ; 
My Opinion in general is, that ic was, as far as an arbitrary Country will admit. 


Was it a favourable Settlement for Government? : 
I believe it was formed upon a Medium of Three or Five Years Receipts, and the 
Country, as well as the Zemindar, was fully able to pay it. 


At what Time was the feparate Collectorfhip of Midnapore formed out of the Burdwan 
Zilla for Mr. Pearce ? ; 

I do not recolle& the particular Time; but it was about Six Months before I left the 
Chieffhip. 

For what public Ufe or Purpofe was that Separation made ? 

I do not know. 


Does it occur to you, that any public Purpofe of Utility was to be anfwered by it. 

The only Purpofe which occurs to me was, that as Mr. Pearce and Mr. Charters made a 
Settlement fome Months before, Mr. Pearce was ordered by the Governor General and 
Council to refide on the Spot, to manage the Collection. 


Was the Appointment indifpenfably neceffary to that Purpofe, or might the Bufinefs have 
been done by the Council? 

My Opinion is, that it might have been equally well done by the Council. | 

Was the Expence of the — Eftablifhment of the Council at Burdwan diminifhed or 
increafed in confequence of that Separation ? 


To the beft of my Knowledge it continued the fame becaufe the vacant Seat in Burdwan 
was not filled during the Time I ftaid there ; but it afterwards was. 


Are you of Opinion, that the Inability of the Provincial Councils, from the Decline of 
the Revenues, was a fufficient Reafon for diffolving them? 

No. 

Who is Gunga Govin Sing ? 

¥ knew him in feveral Capacities ; firft, as Naib Canongo at Moorfhedabad ; afterwards 
he was Duan of the Calcutta Committee; afterwards he was Naib of the Kalfah to the Roy 
Royan ; and then he was at the Head of the Aumeen Dufter, eftablifhed under Mefits, 
Anderfon and Bogle ; after that he was Duan of the Calcutta General Committee. 


What was his Office and Power during Mr. Haftings’s Adminiftration, from the End 
of 1780? 

I was not inthe Revenue Branch at that Time; I was preparing to leave India then. 

What was the general Opinion of the Natives of the Ufe he made of his Power? | 

A very bad one. 

In what Refpect ? ; 

His Influence at the Kalfah gave him Opportunities of being very partial, and very 
frequently oppreffive. 

What was the Opinion of Europeans ? 

My own Opinion, and the Opinion of thofe with whom I converfed, was as I have before 
related. 

What was the general Opinion, and your own, of his Wealth ? 

He was generally thought to be very rich; the particular Sum I cannot afcertain, 

Is not gre ied a Frontier Province, and Part of it woody and mountainous, inhabited 
by a wild diforderly Race of People ? 

Great Part of it is. 

What is the Diftanct from Burdwan to the Frontiers of the Midnapore Province ? 

I fuppofe above a Elundred Miles. 


And then the Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


t 
a 
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PETER MOORE, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


Was you in the Revenue Department in Bengal ? 
I was. 


In what Councils? . 
Firft in the Provincial Council of Calcutta, next in that of Moorfhedabab. 


Are you acquainted with the Situation of the Zemindary of Baharbund ? 


It lies to the Eaftward of Dinagepore and Rungpore. I was ftationed in that Neigh+ 
bourhood, 


To whom did it originally belong ? 
I believe to the Zemindary of Radfhi, belonging to Ranny Bowanny. 


For what Reafon was it taken from the Ranny of Radfhi, and given to Cantoo Baboo? 
Ido not exactly recollect: I believe on fome Plea of Incapacity or Infufficiency in her 
to manage it, or fome pretended Decline in the Revenue, owing to Mifmanagement. 


On what Terms was it granted to Cantoo Baboo, or to his Son? 


I believe it was a Grant in Perpetuity, at the Revenue of Rupees 82 or 83,000 per 
Annum. 


What Amount did he colleét from the Country ? 

I cannot cell. The Year I was in that Neighbourhood the Settlement with his Under 
Tenants was fomething above Rupees 3,53,000. The Inhabitants of the Country objected 
to it; they affembled in a Body of about Five thoufand, and were proceeding to Calcutta 
to make known their Grievances to the Committee of Revenue; they were ftopped at Cof- 


fimbuzar by Noor Sing Baboo, the Brother of Cantoo Baboo, and there the Matter was 
compromifed ; in what Manner IJ cannot fay. 


Who is Nandoo du Loll Roy? 
He was the Farmer of Radfhi, under the Divifion of Moorfhedabad, when I was a 
Member of that Council. He was a difmiffed Servant of the Ranny of Radfhi. 


Did he pay his Revenue ? 
He did not. 


‘What Balance did he leave? 


The Witnefs defires to refrefh his Memory from his own Memorandums 
made at Moorfhedabad, and at Calcutta. 


The firft was incurred in 1777-8, Bengal Year, ending April 1778, amounting to 
Rupees 7,573,928. Second Balance, Bengal Year ending April 1782, being the firft Year 
of the eftablithing the Committee of Revenue, he then had the Farm given to him 
again, and incurred a further Balance of Rupees 4,57,583, making Rupees 12,156,911. 


Was he when you came away ftill indebted to Government to that Amount ? 
I believe about 2,000 Rupees had been paid in Difcharge of the laft Balance of Ru- 
pees 45575583. I do not know that any Thing further has been paid. 


Do you know who Kelleram is ? . 
He is Renter of the Bahar Province, either in Part or the Whole. 


Do you know any Thing of a Teep given, or Engagement entered into, by Kelleram and 
Cullian Sing, oreither of them, for a Sum of Money to be paid by them to Mr, Hatftings, 
or for his Ufe. 

No, I dod not. 

Have you no Information whatfoever on that Subject ? _ 

I have fome Information on the Subjeét, but I hope the Committee will indulge me in 
not producing It. 

Why do you afk that Indulgence? _ 

It ne ie a Difcredit upon others, which I fhould be unwilling to do. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in, 
He was afked, 
Does it tend to criminate yourfelf? oo 
No-The Perfon from whom 1 had the Information is dead. 
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What is the Information you poffefs on the Subject ? 

When the Provincial Counqijls wege abolifked, I. was at Moorfhedabad; I returned to 
Calcutta rhe latter End of Odtober, or the Beginning of. November, 1781. Mr. Wheler 
was my particular Friend. Immediately on my Arrival.I went to him; the Subje& 
of our Converfation turned on the extraordinary Revenue Syftem that had taken Place. 
He faid he had done all he could to prevent it——That the Plan had been Three 
Times fhewp to him, and Three Times had it been altered, on Objections made by 
him — That he ultimately did not concur, but did nat oppofe, becaufe it was to no 
Purpofe — That a Sum of ‘Money had been offered to him fince its Inftitution. That the 
Summ received from Kelleram had been Pour Lacks of Rupees, One Half of which, or 
the Whole, I do not recollect exaétly which, had been offered to him (to ufe the Words 
of Mr. Wheler) «as the only Money which had been in his Difpofal fince he came to the 
«¢ Chair”—-No Name was mentioned. 


Who’ did you underftand to be meant by dis and he ? 

The Perfon who had come ta the Chair of Bengal, the Governor General.—-Mr. Wheler 
did not mention this to me in Confidence; fo far to the contrary, he mentioned it in 
Terms from which he meant to derive Merit from his Refiftlance to {uch a Temptation, 


Do yau mean that the Words dis and be mean to refer to a different Perfon, in the End 
of your Anfwer, to what they did in the Beginning ° 

I have delivered them as the Words uled by Mr. Wheler.—It was a Mode of Ex- 
preffiqgn adopted by him to avoid mentioning the Name of the Governor General, to which 
be and dis only can apply. 


The firft (biz) of Money offered to him, then means that it was offered to Mr, 
Wheler ? 
Yes, 


Whether Mr. Wheler, previous to the Words you have quoted as his (Mr. Wheler’s) 
had named or alluded to Mr. Haftings, fo as to make it clear that the Words be and bis 
muft allude to Mr. Haftings? 

We had hefore been talking of Mr. Haftings’s Meafures, and of the Meafures of the 
Governinent General. 


Did you or did you not underftand from Mr. Wheler that Mr. Haftings did receive 
Four Lacks of Rupees for abolifhing the Provincial Councils? 

No, certainly not—the Money was reccived from Kelleram, who had only One Farm 
under the new Infticution. 


What was the Sum received from Kelleram? 
The Sum, I have heard, was Four: Lacks. 


Was the Money fo given in Confideration of Mr, Haftings piving them (Kelleram and 
Cullian Sing) the Farm of the Province of Bahar in Perpetuity ? 
I cannot fpeak to it as a Fact—I believe it muft have been fo. 


What Reply did Mr. Wheler tell you he made to the Propofal ? 

He did not tell me—he gave me fufficiently to underftand that he had declined it, bus 
he went on with the Converfation between him and the Perfon making the Tendes, 
that very fufficiently indicated his Refufal. The Words were, ufing the Third Perfon’s 
Words as before, ‘* Fhen,” fays he, ** it fhall go to the Maratta Fund.” 


Do you know who is Nobkiffen ? 
Lord Clive’s Moonhhee. 


Do you know any Thing of his being appointed Sezawal of the Diftrict of Burdwan ? 
He was appointed Sezawal of Burdwan in 1780, the Year preceding the Appointment 
of the Committee of Revenue, and held it Two Years. 


At what Rate did he fettle with Government for the Revenue of Burdwan ? 

The Firft Year he held it at about Thirty-eight Lacks—the Second Year the Com- 
mittee levied an Increafe, I think, of Fiye Lacks. 

Did he pay it? 

‘Lhe Firft Year he paid wholly—the Second Year he left a Balance of Rupees 1,83, 500. 

What general Ufe did he make of his Power-in Burdwan ? | 

His Conduét was faid to be very irregular, and his Exactions very great, and it clearly 


appears fo, from his Payments being to fo much greater Amount the Second Year than - 
they were the Firft. 


4, Do 
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Do you knew, of have you any valid Reasons to believe, that Mir. Macpherfon did 


at any Time declare, that it-‘mi in hi 
ae Sing ¢9 fond, heap ates ad ir might be in his Power, he would compel Gunga. 


Quoliine: received Information on that Subjet, but I delire to be excufed anfwering that 


Why do you wifh to be excufed? 


The Perfon from whom I received the Information ; 
and I betiene spotty Satire eigah oe is a particular Friend of mine, 


Does it tend to criminate that Perfon ? 
QD. 


v 


And the Queftion being objected to ; 
The Witnefs was dire&ed to withdraw. 


And being again called in, 


He was afked ; 
After the Diffolution of the Councils in 1781, were there any feparste ColleGorfhips 
continued or created for Englith Gentlemen ? 
A great many. 


What were they, and to whom were they given? 

Mr. Touchet—the Tawenty-four Pergunnas. 

Mr. DallaseRadfhi. 

Mr. Vanfittart—-Nuddea. 

The reft are included in the Revenue Plan delivered in by Mr. Stuart. 


Were thefe Separations confiftent or inconfiftent with the general Plan eftablifhed by 
Mr. Haftings in 1781? 
Directly oppofite to his Profeffions. 


From what Motive are the Native Renters at a Diftance from Calcutta defirous to pay 
their Rents at Calcutta? 
That they may be left uncontrouled in their Exactions, Oppreffions, and Extortions. 


Were the great Zemindaries of Burdwan, Radfhi, Dinagepoor, and Nuddea, left under 
the Management of the refpective Zemindars, in Conformity to the Planof 1781. 

Burdwan was not—Radfhi was not—-Dinagepoor was given to Rajah Deval Sing, 
whofe Exactions were fuch as to caule an iatureection of the whole Country, and the 
Company’s Troops were turned out to quell it.—Nuddea was given nominally in Charge 
to the Rajah; but Mr. Macdowal, a Servant of the Company, was ftationed over him, to 
keep him punctual in his Payments. 


Who is Gunga Govin Sing ? 
He was, when I left Bengal, Duan to the Committee of Revenue. 


What was his Office and Power during Mr. Haftings’s Adminiftration, fince 1780. 

He was formerly Duan to the Provincial Council ftationed at Calcutta, of which I was 
a Member ; his Conduét then was licentious and unwarrantable, oppreffive and extor- 
tionary : He was ftationed under us to be an humble and fubmiffive Servant, and to be of 
ufe to us in the Difcharge of our Duty; his Conduct was every Thing the Reverfe—we 
endeavoured to correét the Mifchiefs he was guilty of as much as poffible. In One At- 
tempt to releafe Fifteen Perfons illegally confined by him, we were difmiffed our Offices ; 
a different Pretence for our Difmiffion was held out, but it was only a Pretence. Since 
his Appointment as Duan to the prefent Committee of Revenue, his Line of Conduct has 
only been a Continuance of what I have defcribed, but upon a larger Scale. 


Whar was the general Opinion of the Natives of the Ufe he made of his Power? _ 

He was looked up to by the Natives as the Second Perfon in the Government, if not 
the Firft; he was confidered as the only Channel for obtaining Favour or Employ- 
ment from the Governor. There is hardly a Native Family of Rank or Credit within 
the Three Provinces, whom he has not fome Time or other diftre§ed and afflicted ; 
fcarce a Zemindary that he has not difmembered and plundered. 


‘Was you in a Situation to know this to be true? 
I certainly was. 
{5 F] What 
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What was the general Opinion, and your own, concerning his Wealth ? | | 
It is almoft impofiible to form .4 ‘competent Judgimént, his Means of dequiring it 
have been fo extenfive. I had an Account fhewn tb me about July 178 Ss tating his 
Acquifitions at Three hundred and Twenty Lacks of Rupees, — ' 
iN et Ae. ly 


Do you believe it poffible he could have acquired that Sum, or any Thing like it ? 

F I 7 really belieye he has acquired the greateft Part of it ;—he certainly had the Means 
o to do, 

What was the profeffed Objects and Effect of the Appointment of the Committee of Ree 
venue in 1781, with refpect to the Collection of the Revenues, and Government of the 
Country ? 

T he profeffed Objects were, Retrenchments of Expence, and Improvement of Revenue ; 
the Effeéts were, Increafe of Expence, and Decreafe of Revenue, I with to exemplify 
this Anfwer—the Increafe of Revenue propofed to be made, and promifed to the Public 
the Four Firft Years, amounted to Rupees.8¢,10,152, the Balances uncollected on the 13th 
of July 1785, which allowed Fifteen Months to the laft Year, amounted to no lefs a Sum 
than Rupees 1,26,23,624, exceeding the propofed Increafe by Rupees 41,13,472; to which 
is to be added Rupees 24,83,675, Increafe of Expence during thofe Four Years, exceed- 
ing the Eftablifhment of the Provincial Councils, 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. ° 
To report a Progrefs, &c. 


Venert3, 23° die Martii 4784. 
MINU TES of theE VIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Warren Haltings, 
Efquire, late Governor General of Bengal, 





Witneffes Examined, ° - 


WILLIAM HARWOOD, Efquire, 
EWAN LAW, Efquire, 
ALEXANDER HIGGINSON, Efquire, 
PETER MOORE, Efquire. 





N° 21. 


( 342 J 








MINUTES, &. 





Feneris, 30° die Martit 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, prcfented 
to the Houfe againft Warren Haftings, Efquire, late Go 
vernor General of Bengal. 


W ILLIAM MARKHAM, Efquire, called in, and examined, 


‘Was you private Secretary to Mr, Haftings in 1780? 
I was, 


Do you recollect Mr. Haftings having mentioned to you, in June 1780, that he had re- 
ceived a Prefent of Two Lacks of Rupees from Cheyt Sing, through his Buxey Sud- 
danund ° 

IT recollect going with Mr. Haflings in his Carriage to Sir John Day’s; he meant to 
certify from Sir John Day the Terms of a Coalition which had been reciprocally entered 
into between him and Mr. Francis. On the Return he told me, that Sir John Day was a 
cautious Man, and did not chufe to decide between them. Some Minutes of Council at 
this Time had paffed, and Objections had becn made by Mr, Francis and Mr, Wheler to 
an Expedition propoied by the Governor General into the Country of Malva, on Account 
of the Expence that the Company would be put to by the Difference of the Troops being 
in Cantonments or upon actual Service out of the Provinces. That lately Suddanund, 
Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Buxey, had been with hin, and had offered him a Prefent of Two 
Lacks of Rupees. That he had originally rejected the Offer, buc that, thinking to du 
-away thefe Objections of Mr. Francis and Mr. Whcler, by offering a Sum equal to the 
contingent Expences, he had accepted it, and that it was raid, or to be paid, into the Hands 
of Mr, Croftes, the Sub-Treafurer. That he was now under a Difficulty, as, in the Evenr 
of the Expedition not being agreed to by the Board, he did not know what to do with this 
Sum of Money, as he could not think of taking it himdfelf. Some Days avo I faw Mr. 
Haftings, and wifhing to be correct in my Evidence before this Committsc, [ requefted 
to fee the Copy of a Letter in my own Hland-writing, in his Lettcr Book, from Mr. 
Haftings to Mr. Tawrence Sulivan, at the Time that I was his private Secretary ; ] made 
Lixtraéts of the Parts which related to the Bufinefs for which I imagined I was called be- 


fore this Commitree as a Witnefs. 


The Witnefs then referred to the Committee, whether he fhould produce that 
Paper, being the Copy of that Extract, and read it as Part of his Evidence. 
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And then the Witnefs was afked ; 


In what Office was Mr. Sulivan at that Time ? 
1 believe he was Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors. 


Does the Letter relate to public Bufinefs ? 
In fome Parts it does—fome private. 


Was it addreffed to him as Deputy Chairman of the Eaft India Company, or in his pri- 
vate Capacity? 

In his private Capacity. 

When did you fee Mr. Haftings, and take thefe Extracts ° 

Since I was ordered to attend this Committee as a Witnefs. 


Then you know that the Copy Book of thefe Letters is now in Mr. Haftings’s Poffeffion? 
It was Yefterday ; but it is his Copy Book of his private Letters. 


Parts of which you have ftated to be on public Bufinefs—of a public Nature ? 

The Part that I have offered to this Committee is relative to the Two Lacks received 
from Cheyt Sing. 

Do you know of any Objection to the Production of the Whole of this Letter, or of the 
Copy Book which contains it, to this Committee ? 

I neither know of Mr. Haftings’s Objection to the producing it, nor that he would ap- 
prove of it. 

Do you know whether there are other Letters in that Book making fimilar Communica- 
tions on public Matters ? 

When I was Secretary to Mr. Haftings, I copied various Letters into various Books. 
When [ afked to fee this Letter Yefterday, we were a long Time finding it, and in difcover- 
ing in what Book it was; and I do not know what particular Letters may be in that Book, 
or to what Bufinefs they relate, I believe no public Letters are in it, becaufe it is a private 
Letter Book, Perhaps many People in private Letters treat of public Matters, but I do not 
know any public Letter in the Book. 


Was that Letter fent to be laid before the Court of Directors ? 

It was not; but Mr. Sulivan, in the Extract which I meant to produce, is allowed to 
make a public Ufe of the Subject Matter of which I fpeak, if he pleafed.—A public Letter 
was fent to the Court of Directors, which I believe is now before this Houfe, fome Time in 
the Month of November.—I think this Letter, which I have extra€ted, went in a Danith 
Ship, and was dated joth Auguft, no Englifh Ship failing at the Time. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw, 


And being again called in, 
Tle was afked, 


Was you well acquainted with Mr. Wheler, and how long did you knew him? 

T went to India with him in the Year 1777, lived fome Time in his Houfe, and during 
my Refidence in India, though Secretary to Mr. Haftings at the Time when Difputes ran 
high in Council, was always, I believe, confidered by him as a private Friend, and one 
of his Family whenever I chofe to be at his Houle. 


Did you ever hear Mr. Whelcr exprefs a Difapprobation of the Abolition of the Pro- 
vincial Councils ? 

T recollcé he ufed often to talk with me upon the Subject when upon a Party with Mr. 
Haftings, at the Country Houfe of Mr. Croftes: I was at that Time, by Mr. Haftings’s 
Diretions, tranflating fome Part of a Plan of Gunga Govin Sing. He faid he confidered 
the Whole of the Plan as a good one for the Collection of the Revenue, on account of the 
Difficulty which he faid there was in fixing Refponfibility upon a Body of Men like a 
Council; but he faid he thought it too bold a Meafure, confidering Mr. Haftings as an 
Individual, as it might be taken hold of in this Country to his Prejudice. 


Did you ever hear Mr. Wheler fay that he had been offered by Mr. Haftings, or any 
other Perfon fuppofed to be connected with Mr, Haftings, a Sum of Money for giving 
his Confent to the Abolition of the Provincial Councils ? 

Certainly never. 

Was you Refident at Benares at the ‘Time of the Infurrection of Cheyt Sing? 

I was. 


Did 
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Did you receive Information that during that Infurre€tion the Two Begums had excited 
Difturbances in Oude, or either of them? 

On the Day of Captain Mayaffer’s Defeat at Ramnagur, Mr. Johnfon had unaccountably 
perfuaded Mr. Hattings that the beft Thing for his Safety and the Welfare of the Company 
was, that he (Mr. Haftings) thould retreat by Jehanpoor, either to Sultanpoor, or Fyzabad, 
I do not recolle&t which; and the fmall Body of Troops that were then with us were or- 
dered to be ready. As foon as this was made public, the Dauk Moonrfhy, who tranfaéted 
the Bufinefs of the Pofts under me, came to me with Informaton that large Bodies of 
Horfe were coming from the extreme Parts of the Rajah’s Dominions by that Road ; and 
that Nudjibs and other Troops were coming from the Ditlridt of Fyzabad by that Road ; 
and at the fame Time told me, that immediately as foon as Rajah Cheyt Sing had acquired 
his Liberty by the Affaffination of the Guard over him, he (Rajah Cheyt sing) had dif- 
patched Letters, by Meflengers on Horfeback, to Fyzabad. . 


Was you of Opinion, from any other T'aéts within your own Knowledge, that the Be- 
gums and the Eunuchs did afford Afliftance to Cheyt Sing during the Infurre@ion? 

I do not wifh to anfwer to Matrers of Opinion, but | ai that Time contidered, being 
within Two hundred Miles of their Place, their Difafic.’.on as much a ‘Thing of Notorie- 
ty as the American War, or any other Iévent that i had not myfelf feen. 


Do you recollect having converfed with Inglifh Gentlemen upon that Subje&t? and did 
that feem to be the prevailing Opinion amongtt them? 

It is a Matter I cannot give in Evidence, becaufe I cannot name the Perfon I talked to 
upon that Subject ? 


Do you believe you did converfe with Englith Gentlemen upon that Subject ? 
I believe I did—I recolle€&t Captain David Williams, but did not mention him, as his 
Evidence is before the Houfe. 


Was you inftructed by Mr. Haftings to demand Fifty Lacks of Rupees on the Com- 
pany’s Account from Cheyt Sing, previous to the Infurrection at Benares ? 


And then the Witnefs was dirccted to withdraw, 


And being again called in, 


The Queftion was repeated. 


Never. 


Have you Reafon to believe that Chcyt Sing was told by any other Perfon that Mr, 
Haftings had made that Demand ° 

J was inforrned at that Time by Mr. Tiaftings, that Mr. Wheler and Major Palmer, 
and, I believe, Mr. Anderton, were the only Perfons acquainted with the Meafure which 
he meant to carry into secution, that is, of taking the Fifty Lacks from the Rajah. 1 
was the contidencial Fricnd of Mr. Haftimes, and the Refident at Benares: | therefore do 
not fuppofe that it could have gone through any other Channel, or poMibly have come to 
the Ears of Rajah Cheyt Sing at that Time, and not ull after Mr. Haflings publifhed his 
Narrative, as I belicve it was not till then generally known. 

Was you prefent at the Converfation between Mr. Haftings and Cheyt Sing in the 
Budjero or Boat ? 

No. 

Was you prefent at all Converfations between Mr. Laftings and Cheyt Sing’s Vakeel ? 

To the beft of my Recollection, immediately upon Mr. 'aftings’s Arrival at Benares 
he refufed to fee Cheyt Sing, or any Vakeel from Cheyt Sing; but I certainly was not 
prefent at any Converfation between Mr. 1} Laftings and the Vakecl. 


Was you at Benares and Chunar when Sir Elijah Impey took the Depofitions at thofe 
Places, relating to Cheyt Sing’s Infurrection, and the Conduct of the Begums ° 

I was; but was prefent but once, to the be{t of my Recollection, when any Depofition 
was taken, and IJ forget who the People were that made them. 


Did you yourfelf make any Depofition on either of thofe Subjects ? 

I really do not immediately recolleé&t, but if I did it will appear in the Book. I conf- 
dered the Depofitions as an idle Bufinefs, and therefore it had no Weight on my Mind; 
but I believe I did not. 


i Do 
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Do you know any Reafon why you was not called upon to be examined in this Com- 
mittee, previous to the Vote of this Committee on thoie Subjects ? 
And the Queftion being objected to ; 


The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; 
The Queftion was repeated. 


{ can only fay what I heard without Doors—that the Profecutor did not fuppofe mv 
Evidence would go to eflablifh the Facts which he afferted; and that Mr. Haftings’s 
Friends did not call me, as they have called no Witneffes :—This is only Hearfay. 


Do you Rnow whether or not Bahar Ally Cawn was at Chunar, or Benares, while Mr. 
Haftings was at either of thofe Piaces ? 
I believe not ; at leaft J had no Jntercourfe with him, fo as to know that he was there. 


Did you hear from any one, that he was at either of thofe Places? 
To the beft of my Knowledge not. 


Was Mrs. Haftings atc Chunar? 
After the Country was fettled, fhe came firft to Benares, and ther to Chunar. 


What Time do you refer to by faying, “ after the Country was fettled ?” 
When the Difturbances, occafioned by Cheyt Sing’s Revolt, were at an End. 


Do you mean after the taking of Bidjegur ? 

Before the Capture of Bidjegur; but as that was fo far diftant, and confined to fuch a 
Nook (if I may ufe the Expreffion) of the Diftricts of Benares, I hardly reckon that 
amongft the Difturbances, the reft of the Country being perfectly quiet. 


Was it before Mr. Haftings returned from Chunar to Benares the Firft Time? 
After Mr. Haftings returned to Benares. 


Then Mr. Haftings did not fee Mrs. Haftings at Chunar till he had gone a Second 
Time to that Fort ? 

Mr. Haftings, to the beft of my Recollection, met Mrs. Haftings on the River fome- 
where below Benares, after hc had returned to Benares from Chunar. 


Do you recollect the Date, or within a few Days of the Time? 
It was an Event that I thought of fo little Confequence it made no Impreffion on my 
Memory. 


How long was it after the Nabob had departed from Chunar ? 
The Nabob departed from Chunar before Mr. Haftings had left Chunar to return te 
Benares, 


Then the Nabob did not fee Mrs, Haftings at Chunar ¢ 
No, he did not. 


Nor at Benares ? 


He did not. 


— ufual for Natives defirous of Accefs to Mr. Haftings to be introduced by Cantoo 
Baboo: 

I wifh the Queftion to be explained to me—does the Queftion mean, to be introduced at 
the Door as a Matter of Ceremony, or that Nobody could get Accefs to Mr. Haftings but 
through Cantoo Baboo? 


Was it ufualefor Natives, defirous of communicating with Mr. Haftings upon Bufineds, 
or oe Matters, to be introduced by, and to make their Applications through, Cantoo 
Baboo? 

Some IJ believe did—fome through Mr. Haftings’s Moonfhee—fome through his 
Arefbeg, or Servant of Ceremony—many by the Native Officers, or the European Officers 
of Government.—But 1 believe a Man of high Rank would have confidered it as difgrace- 
ful to have made Application for Introduétion to any Body but Mr. Haftings himfelf ; and 
he was always ready to receive fuch. 


What was Mr. Haftings’s Moonfhee’s Name ? 
I really do not recollect, though I often faw him. : 


Was he known to be much in Mr, Haftings’s Confidence ? - 
I do not believe that Mr. Haftings held him in very high Efteem as a Man of ass 
* an 
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and was therefore more employed in the Drudgery of Bufinefs than in confidential 
Bufinefs—but I fhould not with this to be taken upon my Evidence, for he might be often 
employed in confidential Bufinefs. 


Did you ever find that the Moonfhee and Cantoo Baboo had been employed in fecret 
Matters relating to the Receipt of Prefents by Mr. Haftings, which had not been commu- 
nicated to Mr. Middleton, and others of Mr. Haftings’s confidential Friends ? 

I did not know of the Receipt of any Prefent, unlefs by common Report in England and 
in India, excepting the One mentioned in the former Part of my Evidence. 


Then you was not acquainted by Mr. Haftings with the Receipt of the Prefent of 
£- 100,000 and upwards from the Nabob at Chunar ? oe 

I was not—for as it did not come into my Department as Refident at Benares, Commu- 
nication would have been unneceffary. 


Did you hear no Rumour of that or other Prefents, given by the Nabob to Mr. Hatftings 
at that Period ? 

I did not—and afterwards only underftood that Ten Lacks was paid into the Coms 
pany’s Treafury, and not received by Mr. Haftings. 


Do you recollect when you firft heard at all of the Tranfaction ? 
Not tili after it was a Vhing talked of in public—but the precife Time J cannot fay. 


Was you at Chunar wken the Nabob parted from Mr. Hafti igs? 
I was, 


Did Huffein Reza Cawn and Hfyder Beg Cawn go with the Nabob, or remain 
behind? 

It is a Thing I really do not recolle&t, as I was not concerned in any Bufinefs relating 
to Oude. 


[The firft Part of the Witne1s’s Anfwer to the ad Queftion, at the Begianing of his 
Evidence, was again read to h'm.] 


As the firft Part of your Anfwer to the fecond Queftion put to you has no Relation to the 
Queftion, for what Purpofe have you introduced thofe Circumftances? . 

J thought it was neceffary to mention the Reafona of Mr. Haftings’s going to Sir John 
Day, as his Relation of the Matter of the Prefent of the Two Lacks to me in the Carriage 
afterwards grew out of the Converfation which mutt have paffed between him and Sir 
John Day. I did not mean to enter into the Merits of the Caufe, or to have brought it 
before the Attention of the Committee. 


Do you mean to affirm, that the Expence was the. only or only material Objection 
made by Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis to the propofed Expedition into Malva, under 
re nothing of the Kind—I have only repeated a Converfation between 
Mr. Haftings and myfelf, that he faid that it was the material Part of the Objection—It 
is not I that fay it. 

Do you mean to affirm, that Mr. Wheler approved of the Abolition of the Provincial 
Councils, and of the Inftitution of the Committee of Revenue in 1781? 

I have neve. fpoken of the Inftitution of the Committee of Revenue.—I remember 
perfectly Mr. Wheler’s Opinion at that Time was, that the Collection of the Revenues 
by Councils was not a wife Manner of colleéting it—and-that at that Time his Idea was, 
it would have been better for th Country, if fimall Appointments for Collections had 
been made, each to abuut the Amount of Eight or Ten Lacks, and the Company’s Sere 
vants had been appointed to them. 


Did Mr. Wheler approve of the Change upon the Whole—the Abolition of the Coun- 
cils, and the Infticution of the Committee of Revenue in the Place of the Councils ? 

I do not recolle& whether any Converfation paffed Letween myfclf and Mr. Wheler 
re{petting the Committee of Revenue. 


Might it not poffibly happen, that Mr. Haftings might ‘ave made an Offer of a 
Sum of Money to Mr. Wheler without your knowing it * . 

I think it moft probable that if fuch a Thing was, I fhould not have known it—be- 
caufe both the one and the other would have avoided letting People into a Secret which, 


upon the Face of it, it was for their mutual Intereft to conceal. 
And the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
[sH] DAVID 
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DAVID ANDERSON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


}low long was you in the Company’s Civil Service in Bengal ? 
About 18 Years. 


Was you principally employed in the Revenue Line? 
Yes, 


When was you appointed Prefident of the Committee of Revenue in Bengal? 
‘ About the End of February 1781. ee 


Did you, while Prefident of that Committee, hear that Rajah Cullian Sing and Kelle- 
ram had given a Sum of Money, or a Teep for a Sum of Money, to Mr. Haftings ? 

When I received the Summons of this Houfe, I enquired to what Point I was likely to 
be examined.—In confequence thereof I made a Minute of fuch Circumftances as I could 
recollect regarding it. If the Committee will give me Leave, I beg to refer to that 
Minute. , 


From whom did you make that Enquiry ? 
From Major Scott. 


From whence did you take that Minute ? 
From no Place.—It is a Minute only of the Circumftances which I could recollect. 


Ts that Minute made by yourfelf ? 
Tt is. 


Did you, while Prefident of the Committee of Revenue, hear that Rajah Cullian Sing 
and Kelleram had given a Sum of Money, or a Teep for a Sum of Money, to 
Mr. Haftings ? : 

About the End of the Year 1780, or the Beginning of 1781, I frequently heard Reports 
of Money being paid, or promifed to be paid, to Mr. Haftings by People concerned in 
farming or collecting the Revenues; and, in particular, I heard that a Sum, which to the 
beft of my Recollection was faid to be 4 Lacks of Rupees; had been paid, or promifed to 
be paid, to him by Kelleram in Behalf of himfelf and Cullian Sing, for making the Settle- 
ment of Bahar.—-At firfl I paid no Regard to thefe Reports, as I had little Concern with 
them, and fcarcely believed them—but after 1 came to be Prefident of the Genera] Com- 
mittee of Revenue, fome Circumftances made me treat the Report regarding Kelleram 
and Cullian Sing more ferioufly—I think it was a private Correfpondence which I had with 
a Friend at Patna, who mentioned to me that One of the Parties, I believe Cullian Sing, 
had pofitively afferted that a Sum was either paid or promifed to Mr. Haftings—I] well 
remember that I went to Mr. Haftings, and mentioned to him what I had heard, and that 
he told me to give myfelf no Concern or Uneafinefs on the Subject, but to proceed in the 
Difcharge of my Duty, without Regard to any Thing I might hear—for that any Money 
that had been received from Kelleram, and all the Sums which had been received from any 
of the Perfons employed in the Revenue, were paid in on Account of the Company to the 
Sub-Treafurer, Mr. Crofts—and I remember, that either upon this or upon fome other Oc- 
cafion, he (Mr. Haftings) told me that he thought it was right at that Time of public 
Diftrefs to take that Method of procuring Money for the Company, which could not be 
procured as Part of the eftablifhed Revenue.—I do not remember that I ever fpoke on the 
Subject to Mr. Crofts, though it is very poffible I did, as he and I met daily at that Time 
in the Courfe of our Bufinefs, and we were on a very friendly Footing—thisI am fure of, 
that nothing that I ever afterwards heard, led me to form the fmalleft Doubt of the Truth 
of what Mr. Haftings had told me. 


Who was the Perfon from whom you received the Letter fent to you from Patna, and 
whether that Letter exifts ? 

The Letter was from Mr. Thomas Law—and I do not know whether it exifts or not, as 
moft of my Papers are in Scotland, and J have not had an Opportunity of referring to them 
lately. 


Do you know any other Circumftances, befides that Letter, which induces you to be- 
lieve that Money was given to Mr. Hafting 
I have already mentioned Reports; but I do not recollect any other Circumftance. 


Did Mr. Haftings at any Time interfere, to prevent the Committee of Revenue from 
realizing the full Amount of the Revenues from Patna, Dinagepoor, or Nuddea? 
I do not recolleét that ever.he did, while I continued to officiate as Piefident of the 
Committee of Revenue. 
Did 
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Did Mr. Haftings interfere, to prevent the Committee from realizing the full Amount 
of the Revenues from any other Divifions of the Provinces ? 
I do not recolle¢t that ever he did. 


Was you in Habits of Intimacy and confidential Communication with Mr. Shore, who 
was Prefident in your Abfence ? 
Yes. 


Did Mr. Shore ever complain, that Mr. Haftings interfered to prevent the Committee 
from realizing the full Amount of thofe Revenues ? 
I do not remember that Mr. Shore ever made fuch Complaint. 


Did Mr. Haftings, while you prefided in the Committee, fupport its Authority in its 
full Extent ? 
. Yes, 


ie the Britifh Empire in India in a very precarious State at the Clofe of the Year 
1781 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in ; 
The Queftion was repeated, 


As that is a Matter of Opinion, I fhould myfelf have wifhed to have declined faying 
what I thought on the Subje4t; but as the Committee are pleafed to afk the Queftion, I 
think myfelf bound to anfwer it.—I think the Britifh Empire in India was in a very pre- 
carious State during the Whole of the Year 1781, and for fome Time after. 


Did the feparate Treaty with Madajee Scindia remove the Danger and Difficulties with 
which the Englifh were furrounded in every Part of India in 1781, and in Part of the fol- 
lowing Year? 

By no Means in every Part of India; it diminifhed our Danger in that particular 


Quarter, 


Did it operate to the Relief of the Diftreffes in the Carnatic ? 
Not immediately ; it led to Meafures which certainly enabled the Government of Ben« 
gal, at a future Period, to give more effectual Relief to the Carnatic, 


Was you deputed by Mr. Haftings to negotiate a Peace with the Marattas ? 
Yes. 


Did you receive a Letter, while in the Camp of Madajee Scindia, from Lord Macartney 
and the Select Committee at Madras, dated fome Time in March 1782, reprefenting the 
diftreffed State of the Carnatic ? 

And the Queftion being objected to ; 
The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in ; 
The Queftion was repeated. 
Yes. 


Have you that Letter ° 
Yes. 


You will produce it ? 
The Letter is written in Cypher; and the Tranflation of it is made by myfelf—TIt is des 
cyphered by myfelf. 


Was you in Poffeffion of the Key for decyphering that Letter ? 
Yes. 


(The Witnefs delivers in the Letter. } 
And then he was dire¢ted to withdraw. 
And being again called in, the Letter was delivered back to him. 
Did 
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Did the Letter which you received from the Prefident and Sele& Committee of Fort St, 
George, dated 15th March 1782, defcribe their Situation generally, as in the higheft De- 
gree alarming and dangerous? 

It certainly did. 


You will go on to ftate the Contents of that Letter ? 


And the Queftion being objected to ; 
The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, 
He was afked ; 


Whether, during the Troubles of Benares, the Begums, or either of them, according ta 
any Information you received, excited Difturbances in Oude ? 

I underftood that there were Troubles in Oude, and that they were excited by the Be- 
gums. 


Was it a generally received Opinion amongft the Englifh Gentlemen then at Benares, 
that Troops had been levied at Fyzabad for the $ervice of Cheyt Sing ? 

I have heard the Circumftance ; but I do not remember whether it was a general received 
Opinion or not. 


Whether Mr. Haftings informed you, while you was at Benares, or fince, that he had 
demanded so Lacks of Rupees from Cheyt Sing ? 
He never did. 


Do you recollect having any Converfation at Benares or Chunar, with a Vackeel of the 
Nabob of Farruckabad ? 
I had frequent Converfations with him at Benares. 


Did the Vackeel inform you that his Matter was diffatisfied with the Conduct of Mr. 
Shee, and had applied to Mr. Haftings for his Removal ? . 

He complained that the Refident of the Englifh encroached upon the Authority of his 
Maker, ond he therefore certainly wifhed his Removal ;. but I do not recollect whether or 
not he faid he had applied to Mr. Haftings. 


a 
Why, as you faid you had left all your Papers and Letters in Scotland, you happen to 
have with you the Letter from Lord Macartney, which is in Cypher ? 

I believe the Honourable Member who has propofed the Queftion has mifinterpreted 
my Anfwer ; he will find I did nat fay all. 


Whether you do or do not know that receiving Prefents by any of the Servants of the 
Company, is not only contrary to the Orders of the DireCtors, but contrary to Law? 

I have underftood it is contrary to the Orders of the Directors; but as to the Point of 
Law, I cannot offer any Opinion to this Houfe. 


Whether in your Opinion Mr. Hafings receiving 4 Lacks of Rupees from “the Two 
Farmers of Bahar is not directly contrary to the Orders of the Direéctors ? 
If he received them on his own Account, I imagine they were. 


If he did receive them wichout any Order from the Diréétors for fo doing, is it not 
your Opinion that he was acting contrary to their Orders ? 

I do not recollect ever to have heard that there was any Order of the Court of Directors, 
that the Governor General fhould not receive Money, and bring it to the public Ac- 
count, 


a you ever read the Act appointing the Governor General, or dre you totally ignorant 
of it 
1 have read it. 


What is your Opinion of it? 
I do not prefume to offer any Opinion of it to this Houfe. 


Why did you felect from your Papers (the maft of which you fay you left in Scotland) 
this particular Paper which you have now produced ? 

Thinking that my Correfpondence whilft I was employed in the Negociation of the 
Maratta Peace might poffibly be wanted during my Refidence in London, I endeavoured 
tb collect all the Papers which had any Relation co that Subyett, and brought them along 


with me.—-That Letter is one of the Papers. 
2 Was 
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Was you, or was you not, defired to come immediately to London, and to bring this 
Letter and many other Papers with you? 

I had feveral Motives for coming to London.—Several of my Friends wifhed me to 
come up, but none of them defired me to bring that Letter in particular, nor any other. 


What are the Names of thofe feveral Friends ? 
If the Committee with to know their Names, I have no Objection.—Mr. Haftings was 
certainly one of them. 


How long have you been in London ? 
I came up in November laft. 


7 hes me eftablifhed Revenue of Bahar fall in Arrear in the Year 1781, and what was the 
alance ? 

I can only fpeak from Hearfay. I have heard it fell in Arrear, but how much I cannot 
fay.—I was at that Time in the Maratta Country. 


Do you think it a juft and fafe Principle in the Management of the Revenues, for a 
Governor General to take Money privately from the Farmers, in preference to making it 
Part of the public eftablifhed Revenue ? 

It is very difficult for me to form an Opinion immediately upon that Point.—There 
may be many Arguments for it, and many againft it. 


Can you ftate any Argument for it ? 

It may be faid that it was a Cuftom in the Mahometan Government to receive Mo- 
ney as a Pefhcufh, befides the eftablifhed Revenue; and it might alfo be faid, that the 
Zemindars or Farmers would agree to an Extra-payment of that Kind, when they would 
not agree to an Increafe of the eftablifhed Revenue: But how far thefe, or any other Ar- 
guments which might be fuggefted in Favour of it, will fufficiently juftify the Praétice, 
i cannot pretend to form any Opinion upon. 


Would you recommend fuch a Principle to the Eaft India Company, for the Manage- 
ment of their Revenue ? 
I am really incapable of faying whether I would or not. 


Do you think that Mode the fureft to realize the greateft Revenue from the Country, 


and the moft fecure againft Fraud and Collufion ? 
It is certainly not the fureft again Fiaud and Collufion, but it certainly might anfwer as 


an Expedient to raife Money for a temporary Occafion. 


Is it your Opinion that the Two Farmers General of Bahar paying £. 40,000 before they 
received One Farthing of the Revenue, would enable them better in all Time coming, to 
fulfil their Agreement with the Company ? east 

If the Faét is eftablifhed, that the Money was paid before they received any Part of the 
Revenue, they certainly would not be enabled from thence to pay it the better, 


Would they not be difenabled to pay it, fo far as the £. 40,000 went ? 
It certainly would be a Diminution of their Refources. 


How long was you Prefident of the Committee of Revenue inftituted in 1781 ? 
I retained the Office of Prefident to the Committee of Revenue from the End of Feb- 
ruary 1781 tothe End of January 1785. 


During what Part of that Period did you attend and act as Prefident, and during what 
Part of it was you engaged in other Employments ? 

From the Time I was appointed till about the Middle of July I officiated as Prefident— 
I was then ordered by the Board to accompany the Governor General to the Upper Pro- 
vinces—In my Way I was employed in adjufting fome Revenue Bufinefs in Bahar.—In 
November 1781, whilft I was with the Governor General at Benares, an Opening occurring 
for a general Peace with the Marattas, the Governor General fent me upon that, and I con- 
aac until the Month of November 1783—] was afterwards fent up to the Governor 
General at Lucknow till O&ober or November 1784; from that Time the remaining 
Three Months I officiated as Prefident af the Committee of Revenue. . 


Did you ever fee and examine an Account of Demand, Receipt, and Balances of the 
Four Firft Years of the Committee’s Settlement, viz. from April 1781 to July 178s, 
drawn up by Gunga Govin Sing? . 

I do not remember, 

Was it not in Gunga Govin Sing’s Office to have drawn out fuch an Account ? 


‘From his Office fuch an Account might certainly be drawn out—but for the Informa- 
[sI]  - tion 
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tioh of the Board, 1t would have come more officially and properly from Mr. Crofrs, who 
was Accountant Gencral to the Revenue Department. 


How long, and at what Periods, were Mr. Shore and Mr. Charters abfent from the 
Committee of Revenue, and on what Account? 

Jam not jure of the exact Period of their Abfence. Mr. Shore was firft abfent at 
Dacca, forming the Settlement there; he was afterwards abfent at Patna, farming the 
Settlement at that Diftricdt. Mr. Charters was abfent at Patna upon Revenue Bufinefs. 


In your Abfence, and in the Abfence of Mr. Shore, on whom did the Conduét of the 
whole Bufinefs of the Revenues of the ‘Three Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, 
really and in Effect devolve? 

Upon the remaining Members of the Committee, Mr. Crofts and Mr. Evelyn.—Mr, 
Shore and Mr. Charters I believe were not abfent at the fame Time. 


Ts it your deliberate Opinion that the late Mr. Crofts did poffefs fufficient Knowledge 
and Experience in the Revenue Branch, as well as Leifure from his other laborious Avo- 
Cations, to execute the Duties of Prefident of the Committee ? 

I think he poffeffed Abilities and Knowledge enough to execute the Duties of it as well 
as any (with avery few Exceptions) of the Company’s Sefvants. JI am not exactly fure 
what Leifure he might have. I am fure it took up all my Time. I know he had good 
Affiftance in his other Office. 


Did you ever read a Paper written by Mr. John Shore, entitled «* Remarks on the Mode 
« of adminiftering Juftice to the Natives in Bengal, and on the Collection of the Re- 
‘© venues,” and recorded by Mr, M‘Pherfon on the 18th Day of May 1785? 

I have read it in England. 


Do you admit or deny the Truth of the following Opinion of Mr. Shore, relative to a 
Dewan of the Committee of Revenue, viz. “ The Committee muft have a Dewan or 
«« Executive Officer, call him by what Name you pleafe, This Man, in Fact, has all the 
‘© Revenues paid at the Prefidency at his Difpofal; and can, if he has any Abilities, bring 
© all the Renters under Contribution. It is little Advantage to reftrain the Committee 
« themfelves from Bribery or Corruption, when their Executive Officer has the Power of 
«« practifing both undeteted.”—«¢ That to difplay the Arts employed by a Native on 
fuch Occafions, would fill a Volume. He difcovers the fecret Refources of the Zemin- 
dars and Renters, their Enemies and Competituis; aud Ly che Engine of Hope and 
Fear, raifed upon thefe Foundations, he can work them to his Purpofes. The Com- 
«¢ mittee, with the beft Intentions, beft Abilities, and ficadieft Application, muft, after 
«call, bea Tool in the Hands of their Dewan ?” 

I do not think that I fhould have written it quite fo ftrong ; but I do in a great Meafure 
apree to it, that is, I think there is a great deal of Truth in his Obfervation ; ¥ think, in 
particular, that it would require great Exertion in the Committee, and great Abilitics on 
the Part of the Prefident, to reftrain effectually the Conduct of the Dewan. 

Who was Dewan of the Committee, from the Time of its Infticution, in the Beginning of 
1781, to the Time you left Bengal ? 

Gunga Govin Sing. 

Could the preceding Opinions of Mr. Shore mean to apply to any Perfon but Gunga 
Govin Sing? 

I fhould imagine they apply generally to the Syftem of appointing a Dewan. 


From what fpecific Experience could Mr. Shore draw that Opinion, which you fuppofe 
to be general, but from the particular Conduct of Gunga Govin Sing ? 

From no other Experience but his own, in the Difcharge of his Duty. 

Did you not confider yourfelf as very much in the Favour and Confidence of Mr. 


Haftings ? . 
I confidered myfelf as being honoured with a very confiderable Share of his Favour and 


Confidence. 
Whether Mr. Haftings informed yow of the Money which he had taken privately from 


the Vakeel of Cheyt Sing ? . 
Never. Mr. Haftings’s Communications to me were generally confined, at that Period, 


to the Bufinefs in which I was myfelf engaged. 
Did he ever inform you of any Money which he had taken from Nundoo du Loll ¢ 
Never. . 
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Did he ever inform you of any Money which he had taken from Nobkiffen ? 
No,. never. 


Whether he informed you of the Money which he had taken from Kelleram and Cullran 
Sing, Farmers General of the Province of Bahar, before you applied to him on that 
Occafion ? 

Never. 


Were not all thofe Four latter Perfons concerned in the Management and Collection of 
the Revenue, and fubject to your Board ? 
_ They were; but from what I have fince heard I underftand that the Tranfaétion rcla- 
— oe excepting Nundoo du Loll and Nobkiffen, happened before the Board was 
conftituted. 


Whether, before the Board was conftituted, thefe Perfons were not under the Jurif- 
diction of fome of the Provincial Councils ? 

They were; but I believe immediately before the Conftitution of the Board, the Dif- 
tricts of Bahar and Dinagepoor paid their Revenues directly to the Prefidency, and were 
withdrawn from the Jurifdiction of the Provincial Council; but of this Point I am not 


very clear, 


With whom did they make their Settlement, and to whom did they pay their Rents, at 
the intermediate Time which you have ftated ¢ 
If I remember right, to the Governor General and Council. 


Was there no intermediate Officer between the Governor General and Council and 
them to fertle their Accounts, and receive their Rents? 

I believe none, unlefs the Roy Royan and the Superintendant of the Kalfah; but re- 
garding that Period my own Recollection is not very clear, becaufe my own Attention 
was confined at that Time to the Diftri€t under my own Superintendance, 


Do you not hnow enough of the Conftitution of the Company’s Syftem of Revenue, to 
know under whofe Juriidi€tion they: muft neceffarily be in the Firft Inftance ? 

No; bicaufe the S,ftem was hubic to Changes. 

You will diflinty anfwer whether or no all Farmers of Revenue have not fome in- 
termcdiate Perfon to make the Settlement, and colleé& the Rents between them and the 


Governoi General ? 
It was ufual, doubtlefs, to have fome intermediate Perfon ; but many Inftances may be 


found on the Company’s Records of the Settlement being immediately made by the 
Governor General and Council. 

Whether you have any Reafon to believe that the Governor General and Council did 
make the Settlement with thefe Farmers publicly at the Board, in their own Charaétcr of 


Governor General and Council? 
I know fo very little of the Matter, that I cannot fay whether I have Reafon to believe 


that they did, or that they did not. I have already obferved, that I was at that Time 
confined to my own particular Department, and at the Diftance of Fifty-fix Miles from 
Calcutta. 

When you came to the Head of the Revenue Department, was it not your Duty to know 
fomething concerning the Settlement made by thefe Men, and to whom they had paid their 
Rents previous to your Appointment to the Board ? 


And the Queflion being objected to, 
The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And being again called in, 


The Queftion was repeated. 


It certainly was my Duty to know the Amount of the Settlement, and the various Condi+ 
tions of it, amongft which muft be to whom, and at what particular Place, the Revenue 
ought to be paid; but I do not conéeive that it was my Dury to afcertain by whom, or in 


what Manner, the Settlement was made. 


You are a Man of Bufinefs—could you poffibly know what a recent Settlement was, and 
where the Revenue was to be paid, without knowing to which of the Company’s Officers 
that Revenue was payable, and who it was that had made that Settlement ? 


I think 1 muft have ‘known to which of the Company’s Officers it was payable, — 
3 the 
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the Kalfah was the Office under the Council, to which only any Revenues not made pay- 
able to the Provincial Councils, or the Collectors, could well be paid; and of that Office 
there was a regular Superintendant: But I might have heard generally chat the Settlement 
of a Diftriét was made by the Governor General and Council, without knowing what parti- 
cular Officer they chofe to employ in effecting it, or whether it was done immediately at 
the Board, in their own Prefence, or not. 


You are defired to anfwer not as to what you might hear, but as to what you officially 
knew? 
I do not remember that I knew any Thing officially, further than what I have faid. 


Did you not know that Gunga Govin Sing was concerned in the Settlement or Colleétion 
of Dinagepoor, one or both? 

I did not know officially that he was concerned in the Settlement-——I may have heard it, 
and I think I have: But with refpect to his being concerned in the Collections of Dinage- 
poor, before the Gencral Committee of Revenue was formed, fo far from knowing it then, if 
this Committee have it not before them on authentic Evidence, I fhould be inclined to doubt 
it at this Moment. 


You are defired to fay in what Capacity Gunga Govin Sing made the Settlement of 
Dinagepoor? 

I do not know pofitively that he did make the Settlement of Dinagepore; but if he did, 
he may have done it as Deputy Canongoe, which Office he held; or as a Perfon in whofe 
Knowledge and Abilities the Governor General and Council could confide. 


If he was not concerned in the public Colleétion, what muft be the Effect of collecting a 
Sum of Money in that Province privately for the Governor General in the Colleéion of 
another Perfon ? 

I fhould think it fcarcely probable that he did colle& in that Province—if he collected 
any Thing, it was more likely to be remitted to him in Calcutta. 

Throuzh whofe Hands did the Negotiation or Settlement of the Money privately paid 
to Mr. Haftings from the Patna Diftriét, pafs? 

I do not know. 

a you heard of the Tranfa&ien, without hearing of the Agent? 

es. 
f Did you never enquire ? 

Moft likely I never did. 

Did you or did you not enquire? | 

I can fpeak to the beft of my Recollection that I never did. 

Do you think that if your Dewan was a private Agent for the Governor General, in the 
Collection of a fecret Revenue for him, and that he was known to be fuch among the Far- 
mers, it would not much weaken the Power and Authority of your Board, and ftrengthen 
that of the Dewan ¢ 

I did not find it fo. 

Whether you did not attend Mr. Haftings up to Benares in 1781? 

I attended him up to Patna, and rejoined him at Benares. 


What Reafon did the Governor General give for taking you from your Duty, and caufing 
you to attend him to Benares? 

I believe his Reafons are upon Record—=I believe it was becaufe he thought I could 
be of Affiftance to him. 

In what ? 

In the Objects of his Journey. 


What were thofe Objects ? 
They are detailed in the Governor General’s Minute, 
And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. oe 


And being again called in ; 
He was afked, 


For what Purpofe was you taken up to Benares? | 
For the Purpofe of affifting the Governor General in fuch BuGnels as might come before 
him in his Journey to the Northern Provinces, Was 
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Was you entrufted by the Governor General with the Knowledge of the Prefents which 
» had taken from the Nabob and his Minifters ? 
No—lI was not. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


And it being propofed to examine William Popham, Efquire, a Member, in his 


Place ; 


The faid Member declined being examined. 


Then an Extract of a Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
dated Fort William, October 16, 1781, figned Edward Wheler, John Mac- 
pherfon, was read, as follows, 


€ 
€ 
¢ 
€ 
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© ac, Fortunately for the other Prefidencies, Cultivation was never in higher 
Perfection, or more productive, than it is at prefent, in this Country. There 
is likewife a Profpect of great Increafe, with more Eafe to the Natives, 
from the prefent Mode of collecting the Revenue. In every new Arrange- 
ment, the Satisfaction and Security of the Natives muft be firft confidered ; 
it is upon their Happinefs a wife Government will ever endeavour to efta- 
blifh its Profperity; and whatever Line the Iffue of War may leave, as the 
Boundary of our Territories over all India, upon the Eftablifhment of 
general Peace, Policy, if not Juftice, directs, that our chief Frontiers fhould 


© be occupied by Allies, who have an Intereft in ftanding between us and the 
© Incurfions of Enemies; and who fhould be taught to feel that their Arms 


¢ 
¢ 


were neceffary only againft thofe Enemies, and not againft our own 
Ambition,’ 


Then an Extract of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated a4th Auguft 1786, 
received by the Ranger, was read, as follows, 
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¢ 6th. In our laft Difpatch from the Public Department, under Date the 
3d of July laft, you were duly informed of the Abolition of the Committee, 
and confequent Inftitution of the new Board of Revenue; and we now beg 
Leave to refer you to the Confultation marked in the Margin for the few 
general Regulations which we have prepared and furnifhed them with, to 
ferve as a Conftitution to their Board; on which we fhall only here fur- 
ther obferve, that the Rules therein prefcribed for their Guidance are drawn 
principally from thofe eftablifhed at the Inftitution of the late Committee 
of Revenue in February 1781, with fuch Alterations only as your Orders of 
the arft of September 1785 appeared to render neceffary. 

¢ ath. We feel great Satisfaction in being able to tranfmit to you a Number 
in the Packet, the Copy of a Letter addreffed to us from the Office of the 
Accomptant General to the Revenue Department, conveying Two Statements 
(Copies of which are alfo tranfmitted) of the Reductions we have been 
able to make in the Charges of that Department ; from which you will 
obferve the Manner in which they have been ultimately reduced within 
the Sum of 72,00,000 of Rupees, to which your Order of the i1th of 
April 1785 had limited them. The Accounts above referred to being 
in themfelves fufficiently explanatory, we fhall only obferve, that you may 
rely on our utmoft Attention to keep this Eftablifhment in Time to come 
within the Bounds to which you have confined it. 

« 8th. The Board of Revenue having juft furnifhed us with a General State 
of the Settlement, Receipts, and Balances of the Revenues of Bengal and 
Bahar, for the Bengal Year 1192, ending in April laft, we have the Ho- 
nour of tranfmitting a Copy of it a Number in the Packet, together with 


‘ a Copy of the Board of Revenue’s Addrefs to us on this Occafion, and of 
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Conf. 12 June. 
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the feveral accompanying Explanations of the ultimate Balance; which we 
are happy to obferve to be comparatively fo very inconfiderable, amounting 
on the Whole to only Rupees 8,86,269. 11. 92, of which the Board deem 
nearly 6 Lacks to be ftill recoverable; fo that we have Reafon to believe 
that the Collections in general for the laft Bengal Year 1192, or 1785-6, 
have been very fuccefsfully realized, as will be fufficiently evident, from a 
Comparifon of the Accounts of this and former Years, fince the Date of 
your Servants himfelf affumed the immediate Agency of the Dewanny ; and 
we have the more Satisfaction in making this Remark, from the Opinion 
we entertain, that fo-near a Completion of the Colleétion of the Annual 
Rental has not been the Effect of any Strain on the Country at large, or on 
any Part thereof; which is, we are convinced, well enough able to bear 
its prefent Affeffment, provided due Care be taken to prevent all Oppref- 
fions from Individuals ; and, if our prefent Views fucceed, in refpect to 
the Advantages expected to be derived from the Inftitution of the Office of 
Sheriftadar, and the propofed general Enquiry into the Bazee Zeemeen, or 
alienated Lands, your Government in this Country may have the Happinefs 
of increafing perhaps confiderably further your Territorial Refources, with- 
out Injury to the Inhabitants from whom they are derived.” 


an Extract of a Minute of Warren Haftings, Efquire, in the Revenue De- 


partment, dated in December 1782 (@), was read as follows : 


nn 


« This Eftimate being formed on Sales actually made, it muft be correct ; 
and it appears, that the Profit has greatly exceeded the Expectations of 


‘ the Comptroller, when he delivered in his laft Eftimate, from which the 
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above-mentioned Sum of S* R‘ 29,93,132- 2. 14. 3 was ftated. 
‘ T fhall clofe this Minute by ftating the Increafe which has actually been 
made in the Revenue Branch, as it has been proved by the preceding 
Calculations: I include the Profit on the Salt, although formed on a Com- 
arifon of a more remote Period than that of the Land Revenuc, becaufe 
it is the Effect of a new and improving Source, which, until the Year 1187, 
yielded a very fcanty and precarious Revenue, and even that Annually de- 
clining; and which was improved in the fucceeding Year, 1188, and will 
moft pr obably be made to yield a ftill reater Increafe of Income. 
‘ ] fhall add the Profit arifing to the Company from the Reduction on the 
Price of the Articles of which the Inveftment is compofed, becaufe it muft 
be confidered as an Increafe of Income to the Company in Europe; and 
it is a particular Satisfaction to me, to find that the Whole amounts te 
upwards of One million Sterling per Annum, 


‘ The Increafe is as follows: 


On Land Revenue, 

‘ as before ftated S* R* 32,40,150 1§ 10 33 

or, C’R' 37,598,676 22 = 

On Salt D® — S*R* 40,91,769 12 18 2; : 
or, C'R' 47,46,452 15 7 = 

: C'R’ 85,05,028 19 = 

To this I add the Reduction in the Coft of Inveft- 

¢ ment, which I eftimate at oe — 12,00,000 —me = = 


Total Increafe of Annual Incame to the Company, C.R'97,05,028 1 9 ~ 





em ee ene pe min nen 
x @) Vide Paper, intituled, ** Copy of Minutes of Warren Haftings, Efquire, and John Macpherfon, 
: ‘quire, in the Revenue Department, relative to the Increafe of the Revenues, dated in December 1782 
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: Speen the Company’s Exchange of Two Shillings and a Penny for the 
¢ Current Rupee; the Sum of Pounds Sterling One million Tert thoufand Nine 
¢ hundred and Forty-eight, Eight Shillings Sta Pence and Three Farthings. 


‘ (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 


Then an Extract of Mr. Macpherfon’s Minute, dated in December 1782, (@) was 
read, as follows. 


© As a Supplement to the Governor General’ Minute, and in further 
* Teftimony of the Advantages which the Company derive from an united 
¢ Adminiftration in their controuling Prefidency, under the Direction of 
¢ animated public Zeal and great Talents, I bég hefe to fubsoin an extracted 
¢ Account figned by the Acting Accountant General, which fhews that the 
* Efforts of this Government to fupport the other Prefidencies in Supplies of 
€ Money, Provifions, and Military Stores,-have been fuch as muft draw the 
¢ Admiration of our Employers. 
¢ Previous to my Arrival in India, thefe Efforts of Supply were great and 
« well-timed, efpecially in the Carnatic; but the very Incréafe of the 
¢ Refources, which the Governor General has ftated ih his Minute, and the 
¢ Severity with which the late Refident, and the fubfequent Acting Refident 
‘ at Oude, were called upon to do their Duty to thé Company, have been 
¢ the Sources from which our Supplies in Favotr of the other Prefidencies 
¢ have been chiefly derived. 
; ‘ The total Amount of thefe Supplies, from the 30th September 1781 to 
¢ the 1ft of November 1782; appears to be Current Rupees 2,35,70,007 2 2 


Then feveral Extraéts of a Letter from Mr. Macpherfon to the Court of Directors, 
dated Calcutta 30th Marth 1783 (.4-), was read, as follows. 


© Of the general Diftrefs of your Affairs in all your Prefidencies in the latter 

¢ End of Auguft 1781, when I arrived at Madras, you have long fince had 
authentic Accounts; but of the Danger to which the very Exiftence of the 
Company was then expofed, you can havé no adequate Idea. Your Army to- 
wards Bombay had been obliged to retreat from a gallant but unfuccefsful 
Enterprize towards Poona; and it required great Bravery and Skill to fecure 
their Retreat from the Gauts to the Sea Side. Your Préfidency of Bombay 
was then near a Crore of Rupees in Debt, notwithftanding the immenfe 
Supplies from Bengal, and their newly-acquired Revenues. The utmoft of 
their Military Exertions, though fupported by an Army from Bengal, and 
though they had raifed many new Battalions, was directed to keep the Ma- 
rattas in Check. 

‘ In the Carnatic, your principal Settlement, and your main Army under Sir 
Eyre Coote, were furrounded by the Army of Hyder, who had indeed been 
defeated on the 1ft of July 1781, but who from that Check feemed only to 
have become more guarded and determined in his Purpofe. Neither your 
Army, nor even Fort St. George itfelf, had at that Time above a few Days 
Provifions in Store; nor could there be any Profpecét of Supply from the 
Country. Your Treafury at Fort St. George was empty ; your Credit could 
not be faid to exift in any active Force. 

¢ At Bengal, on which your other Prefidencies depended almoft entirely for 
¢ Supplies, your Treafury was drained, and every Effort of raifing Money by 
© Loan, by Annuity, and by partial Remittances, had been tried ; and, to com- 
« plete the Meafure of your Difficulties, a Rebellion had broken forth upon 
‘ your Frontiers at Benares, which threatened Deftruction to all your Poffer. 
© fions, from the Source of the Mouths of the Ganges, and in every Quarter of 
‘ India. 

© Such was the Crifis at which it was my Deftiny to become One of the. 
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(?) Vide fame Paper. 

" (44). Vide Copy of a Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, dated 16 O&eber 
1781, and from John Macpherfon, Efquire, to the Court of Directors of the Fak India Company, 
dated in March 1783. . | 

* 93 © Members 


* Joint Letter 
on the r1th 
Sept.1781, fign- 
ed by Lord Ma- 
cartney, Sir E. 
Hughes, Sir E. 
Coote, and John 
Macpherfon. 


+ On the roth 
Sept. 1781. 


# Revenue De- 
artment, 13th 
ecember 3782. 
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¢ Members of the Superior Adminiftration of. Indéay,’ Kew,>,who could have 
© feen the real Difficulties of the Part I had to aét, weuld haye enwied my Si- 
‘ tuation, and the moft obftinate Party Contention had but ceafed to rage ia 
« the Scene where I was to begin my Part. 

¢ J fhall leave it to your Governor and Commander in Chief upon the Coaft 
¢ of Coromandel to ftate, whether I was of any Aad to, their Councils ia fo def- 
© perate a Crifis, At all Events, I efteem myfel fortunfie ‘in having joined 
‘ my Efforts to theirs to promote a favourable Impreffion upon thé Maratta 
‘ State*. The Confidence which the Nabob of Arcot repofed in my 
© Opinion was not unferviceable to the Eaft India Company upon that try- 
¢ ing Occafion. I propofed that he fhould place the Seal of the Carnatic in 
¢ the Hands of the Commander in Chief of our Forces, that he might grant 
¢ Sunnuds to the petty Rajahs and he re to exempt them from future Tri- 
¢ butes, in Proportion as they might affift the Army with Provifion or Force 
‘ from their different Retreats. It was my Opinion that your Seal fhould 
‘ have been fent to guarantee thefe Deeds of Conceffion: Sir Eyre Coote felt 
‘ the public Advantages of this Propofition, and marched through the Pollams 
¢ of thefe Rajahs and Zemindars, that lay between Madras aad Vellore: They 
¢ fupplied him with Provifions; he defeated Hyder on the Plaias of Shuling- 
‘hurt; he afterwards relieved Vellore, took Chittoor, and returned to 
© Madras, after an Abfence of about Three Months, when the .Supplies of 
¢ Provifion from Bengal arrived feafonably for the Support of Fort St. George 
‘ and your Army. 
‘On the 2gth of September I arrived at Calcutta, where I found Mr. 
Wheler alone in Charge of the Government; he was labouring with the 
beft Intentions, good Humour, and Ability, to maintain your Affairs. J 
fhall not attempt to defcribe the Situation of the Settlement, and the Va- 
riety of Apprehenfien that agitated the public Opimon. The Governor 
General had with great Spirit recovered his Ground at Benares. The At- 
tachment and Spirit of your Officers flew to him from every Quarter; but 
all the Provinces feemed ftill to tremble, from the Shock of the Convulfion 
on the 24th of Auguft at Benares. The Collections did not flow in their re- 
gular Courfe; all depended upon Regularity and Vigour in that Depart- 
ment; for your Colleétions were chiefly in the Hands of native Renters and 
Zemindars, and it is their Rule to be no longer punctual in their Payments, 
om the State can attend to them refpectively, aad is in Force to compel 
them.’ 
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(@) « To my fuperior Colleagues muft be due the chief Merit of fuch Re- 
forms, for to them the Labour muft have been more irkfome. As far as 
my own Example would operate, in avoiding to trouble the public Finance 
with the Diftreffes of Dependants, or the Claims of Favour and Recom- 
mendation, your Records will do me ample Juftice : On the Encreafe of the 
Revenue, I beg Leave to refer to the Governor General’s Minute of the 
13th December laft, and my Reply, in the Revenue Department *. 
‘ That Minute fhews, from accurate Calculation and Figures, that your 
Refources have been virtually encreafed in the preceding Year about 
700,000 Pounds Sterling. Jt may not be quite owt of the Way here to 
obferve, that by enforcing,the exact Statements of your moft able Accountant 
General, an Error, which had gradually arifen to the Amount of Forty- 
three Lacs of Rupees, in Account between the Company and the Vizier at 
Oude, is now in Train of Realization, under the Management of your new 
Refident at Oude, Mr. John Briftow, whom your Governor General pro- 
moted te that Office agreeable to your Orders, whenever he found that the 
¢ former Refident neglected his Duty. 

€ sth. On the Subject of the Supplies which have been fent from hence, 
© from the Period of my Arrival, for the Support of the War in your other 
* Prefidencies, I have the Honour of tranfmitting to you the accompanying 
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®) Read from the fame Paper. 
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« Official Account, figned by your Accountant General ; from this Account 
¢ you will pleafe to obferve, that the Amount remitted and actually paid, from 

the 3oth September 1781 to the 1ft March 1783, is Two Crores and Fifty- 
eight Lacs One thoufand Three hundred and Fifty-fix Rupees f ; befides t 25811356 
the Treafure and Stores that were fent fome Days fince, with Sir Eyre Coote 
to the Coaft, and Bills accepted by this Government, and under Payment, 
making in all a Sum little fhort of Three Millions Sterling. 
° If you will take the Trouble to perufe attentively the Letters of this 
Government to Madras and Bombay, and General Goddard, on the 26th 
December 1781, you will in thofe Letters be not more fatisfied with the E.x- seth Dec. 1781, 
ertions which this Government have made in Supply, than with the Plan of seu! Dep! 
Co-operation which was fo early recommended to both thefe Pr-tidencies, 
and in which they were cautioned againft the Operations of our natural Ene- 
mies, which, in the enfuing February, burft on the Carnatic,’ 


in an NON 
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(%) « It was my Belief that Great Britain, after the Oppofition and Separa. 
tion of America, and attacked by fo many powerful Enemies at Home and 
Abroad, could neither exift in her Finances nor Liberties, if India was noc 
faved, and our Competitors here completely counteracted. 
‘ The Separation of America came on by Degrees; and Trade, which was 
our only Return from thence, opened her Courfe through other Channels 
with Succefs. America yielded to Britain no landed Revenue; and ach 
Colony there had, like the Mother Country, anticipated by Debt the Reve- 
nues of many Years, India was fcarcely one Year’s Revenue in Debt. The 
Lofs of fuch a Dominion, if it was to happen, would be fudden, would be 
total. It would be irrecoverable by any Efforts from Home. It would prove 
the inftant Lofs of Millions of individual, and many Millions of the public 
Property. It would at once annihilate thofe Funds which conftitute the 
Subfiftence of all the Creditors of the India Company, at Home and Abroad; 
it would fall upon the other Funds of the State with a Shock that would 
ftrike the remoteft Land Holder in Britain, and involve him ultimately in 
the fame Fate with thofe who lived upon the Intereft of the public Debts. 
But, to complete the Mifery of fuch an univerfal Cataftrophe, our natural 
Enemies, who were in Force and Alliance upon the Spot, would fucceed to 
the Remains of our Fortune; from that Succeffion they could maintain 
their future Tenure, and dictate to Britain the laft Terms of defpotic Su- 
periority. 
‘ No Perfon but one who had once feen the Carnatic in its Profperity, and 
who afterwards faw it in the Mifery in which I beheld it, could conceive the 
Reality of the general Scene of Diftrefs which I have defcribed as within the 
Poffibility of Human Events. There I faw Men who fuppofed themfelves, and 
who literally were, worth princely Fortunes a few Years before, abfolutely 
in Want of Bread. The whole Subftance of a great Colony, the Credit of 
a mighty Company, and of Ally Princes, were extinguifhed by the Sword of 
Defolation. * You may come on Shore,” writes Lord Macartney to me 
the Day I came to Anchor in the Roads, ‘ but if the Gentlemen who are 
‘* Paffengers with you come along with you, they muft fleep in the Streets.” 
‘ And where was at that Inftant the Exiftence of the India Company? Only in 
the Revenues of Bengal; and in Bengal a Situation of Affairs fimilar to that 
which exifted in the Carnatic was to be greatly apprehended; and had it ac- 
tually taken Place, I leave it to your own Ideas to reflect whether the gene- 
ral Cataftrophe which I have reprefented as poffible, was not to be dreaded 
as a ceftain Confequence. France looked to fuch a Reverfion in your For- 
tune; and when you fce her Armaments prepared upon a Scale of Force and 
Expence, which is the utmoft that her Faculties can fend againft India, you 
cannot be too fenfibly ‘awakened to the Dangers you have efcaped, nor con- 
‘ fider thofe Events as impoffible, which could alone reimburfe your natural 
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Enemies, or give them any Profpect of future Advantage from fuch extraor- 
dinary Efforts. 

« Such are the Dangers to you, and to the public Interefts, which proper 
Exertions in the Office I hold might be inftrumental to ward off.and prevent, 
or which Inability or Wickednels in the fame Office might precipitate upon 
the State. Inthe Period ia which I held tke Office, and the Crifis of that 
Period, no Britith Subjet would poffefs a greater Field for averting public 
Evil, or rendering public Service—I became a Member of your Superior 
Adminiftration of India at a Moment when it was a et whether India 
itfelf was not to be loft for ever, or greatly faved! For Four Months another 
Member of Government and I held the Adminiftration ; and for more than 
Twelve Months your Adminiftration confifted only of Three Members ; fo 
that ] was the Third and deciding Voice between Colleagues, who had but 
recently recovered from Habits of a moft decided Oppofition.’ 


feveral Extracts of a Copy of a Letter from Sir J. Macpherfon, Baronet, to 
Court of Directors, dated roth Auguft 1786, were read ; as follows; 


¢ ¢, The Condition in which Earl Cornwallis will receive the Government 
of India, is creditable to the Company, and cannot but be fatisfactory to 
the Nation. The Native Inhabitants of this Kingdom are, I believe, the 
happieft and beft proteéted Subjects in India; our Native Allies and Tri- 
butaries are fatisfied, and confide in our Protection; the Country Powers 
are emuloufly afpiring to the Friendfhip of the Englith ; and from the King 
of Tidore, towards New Guinea, to Timur Shaw, on the Banks of the 
Indus, there is not a State that has not lately given us Proofs of Confidence 
and Refpec&t. The Difficulties which arofe on the Subject of the late Treaty 
of Peace with France, have terminated in a Convention neceffary for the 
immediate Tranquillity, and fortunate for the future Repofe of India. The 
returning Indiamen of laft Seafon will have carried to you valuable Cargoes, 
with few extra Demands upon your Credit ; the Ships of this Seafon will do 
the fame, and your Credit in India ftands at prefent fo high, that there are 
few Subfcriptions to the Bills, into which you permitted your Debts (to the 
Amount of Six Crores) to be exchanged. The Difcount upon your Bond 
Debts is ftill heavy; but notwith{tanding the Aggregate Mafs of all your 
Debts, fuch is the Confidence of your Creditors in the Regulations adopted 
for the Bengal Treafury, that the Certificates of an old Date bear little Dif- 
count, and thofe newly iffued but g per Cent.—-Yet chefe Certificates are in 
no Shape fet off as before, againft Receipts of Revenue: Nothing is ad- 
mitted at your Treafury as Revenue, but Specie, in which your Armies 
are now regularly paid up to the Month. The Reductions effected in the 
eftablifhed Expences of Bengal are not fo important as the Checks eftablithed 
again{t fucure Expence: In both you poffefs the beft Proofs of the Integrity 
= your Adminutration.’ 





‘ g. If you will look back to the general Pofition of your Affairs in Auguift 
1781, in the Carnatic, the Weft of India, and in Bengal, you will fee an Ac- 
cumulation of Difafter, and the moft extraordinary Reverfe of Profperity. 
That untoward Pofition of Affairs in the Eaft was in alarming Coincidence 
with the State of Affairs in the Weft: America was finally loft; yet the 
enormous Wealth which poured in from our Mifmanagements in India refifted 
the Firft Effects of that Event. The Money acquired in the’Progrefs of our 
Conquefts in the Maratta Country, the Surplus Revenue of India from 1778, 
and the aggregate Amount of the Company’s prefent Debts at Home and 
Abroad, formed an immenfe Fund of private Property ; it poured upon the 
Nation in Gold, in Jewels, in Silver, in Bills, sid in the Cargoes of Britifh 
and gh Indiamen ; it formed a Recruit for the public Stock, which, 
amidft wife Regulations, after the Clofe of a moft expenfive War, and the 
Lofs of Thirteen Provinces, raifed the public Funds to their former Standard, 
and maintained Great Britain ia her former Power among Nations. 

‘ 10. Had India been loft, the Scene would have been reverfed ; the Capi- 
tal of the Company’s Debts, and of thofe due by her Allies and Dependants, 


would have vanifhed like a Dream; the returning Cargoes, and the Gold and 
9 + Jewels 
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Jewels in the Hands of Britifh Individuals, would have become the Property 
of our Enemies ; and a landed Revenue, nearly equal to the unappropriated 
Income of Great Britain, would have left us with only the Remembrance of 
paft Poffeffion. 

‘ 11. To examine by the Standard of common Mifconduét any Errors of 
thofe who prevented fucha Difatter, and faved fuch a Stake for the Empire, is 
not the moft liberal Conftruéction of Juftice, nor is it altogether worthy of a 
great Nation. There cannot be a Queftion but the Salvation of India may 
be clearly traced to the Effects of a general Syftem; in which the following 
Confiderations ftrike with particular Credit and Efficacy. 

‘ 12. The prompt and efficient public Zeal of Mr. Haftings, in fending Sir 
Eyre Coote, with the proper Force and Refource, at the Moment of Danger, 
to the Carnatic; the unexampled Perfeverance and Gallantry of that Gene- 
ral, who expired in a laft great Effort for his Country; the Confidence of the 
Nabob of Arcot, who furrendered his remaining Revenues to the Company ; 
the fyftematic Integrity with which thofe Revenues were realized and dif- 
burfed ; the eventful Battle, in which Sir Edward Hughes, with a very infe- 
rior Force, attacked, and difcomfited and difperfed, the great Expedition of 
Mr. Suffrein—a Service to the Nation, furpaffed only by the modeft Merit of 
its Author, ‘and the wild Enthufiafm with which France has celebrated the 
Conduct of his Opponent, whofe future Efforts could have no decifive Effect 
in the Conteft for India. 

‘ 13. Nor, in looking back to Efforts of individual Leaders, ought we to 
forget the Firft Succefs of the unfortunate General Mathews; the decifive 
Repulfe of Tippoo, by General Macleod, at the Head of his native Corps, 
at Panang ; the Succeffes of Colonel Fullarton; and, above all, the De- 
fence of Mangalore, by Lieutenant Colonel Campbell—a Defence which 
afton:Sied our native Enemies, and which obtained for its Author, from the 
Adminiftration of the veteran Officers of France, the Appellation of the 
Turenne of India. 

‘ 14. To fpecify more particularly the brilliant Actions and meritorious 
Service which, in the military and political Line, effected the Prefervation 
of India, and the Difcomfiture of our native and European Enemies, would 
be unneceffary : They are already known and applauded ; and, to the genera} 
Credit of our Nation, it may be truly faid, that thofe ferved beft who had 
the greateft Field for Service, in the late War in India. 

‘15. But, notwithftanding thefe diftinguifhed Features of the general Scene 
of the laft War, it muft be acknowledged that, next to the Efforts of the 
Company, and of His Majefty’s Minifters at Home, the Safety of India 
was chiefly owing to the unwearied Exertions of the Bengal Council for 
Three Years, and their Firmnefs in that fortunate Policy by which, while 
they provided the Refources of the War, they maintained the Company’s 
Commerce and Inveftment, difarming the Hoftility of the native States, and 
exerting every Influence and Force againft the Views of European Adver- 
faries. 

¢ 16. If the Company will be pleafed to re-perufe the Letter of the Su- 
preme Council of Bengal, written to them in the Secret Department on the 
16th Odctober 1781, they will find, that the general Diftrefs of their Affairs 
at that Time was fully comprehended, and fairly met; that fyftematic Re- 
gulations were refolved upon to retrieve their Interefts; and that Meafures 
were promifed, upon a clear and enlarged View of India, which were regu- 
larly fulfilled ; Nothing can be more interefting than fuch a Record, nor can 
the Company or the Nation perufe it with too much Attention. You will 
pardon me for making fome of the Paragraphs a Part of this Letter. Jn 
Times of future, and perhaps of fimilar Diftrefs, it will be fortunate if your 
ruling Servants are equally fuccefsfal in eftimating Events, and in fulfilling 
the Promifes which they may make to their Country; and permit me to 
obferve, that in all Times it will be no mean Security to the Public, if, 
without Defpondency or Defpair on one Hand, or overweening Confidence 
on the other, your Servants purfue the manly Line of afcertaining the Re- 
medy, without fhrinking from the Evil, and if finally they appeal to their 
firft Declarations, as the Criterion of all their fubfequent Conduct,’ 


Then 
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Then the following Extract of Bengal Secret Confultations of the 22d of October 
1781, being a Letter from Fort St. George, dated the 20th of September 1781 (%), 
was read, as follows : 


¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
¢ Amidft the Difficulties which involve this Settlement, it is fome Confola- 
tion to us, that a Member of your Board has had fo late an Opportunity of 
‘ judging, on the Spot, of the Evils which threaten or furround us, as well 
as our Efforts to avert them. 
‘© The Enemy, beaten though not expelled, continues by his Cavalry, to 
which we have no Cavalry to oppofe, to lay wafte the whole Country. 
© We arc thus deprived of Provifions, and of Revenue arifing from any 
Part of the Territories belonging to this Prefidency, except from the Cir- 
cars. The Expences of the Civil Eflablifhment are about 18,000 Pagodas 
per Month. The Military Expences, exclufive of the Detachment fent 
from Bengal under Colonel Pearfe, amount to about 2,00,000 Pagodas 
Monthly. The Civil and Military Arrears exceed already ro Lacks of Pa- 
godas.—-To anfwer fuch Demands, there is now in the Treafury the Sun of 
about 1,50,000 Pagodas, with little Expectation of getting any confiderable 
Remittances from our Subordinates for feveral Months. 
¢ That the Garrifon daily attacked or threatened, and the Army occupied in 
the Field, might have lefs Occafion to murmur on Account of Arrears, we 
have ttopped all Payment in the Civil Eftablifhment for a Year paft; which, 
though proper in the Confideration we have mentioned, has however thrown 
the Settlement into very poignant Diftrefs. 
‘ The Army having been entirely fupplied with Provifions from hence, and 
the Confumption of this Settlement fo increafed by the Fugttives from the 
Cruelties of Hyder, we now, notwithftanding the great Importations of Grain 
from Bengal and the Circars, have not 1,000 Bags in Store: T-here are about 
18,000 Bags in divers Veffels in the Road. From the Lift you fent us of Ships 
faid to be bound from Calcutta with Grain, for the Account of the Company 
and Individuals, there remains Seventy thoufand Bags of Rice to arrive yethere; 
but by a Calculation of the Confumption of that Article, reflrained as it has 
been by the high Price it bore, and by Regulations in the Vent of it, it is 
evident that nothing lefs than a Supply of 1§0,000 Bags will prevent, before 
the End of the Year, a Famine here, of the Approach of which there appears 
at prefent fome moft affecting Symptoms. Our Letters from the Circars, 
though they mention Abundance of Grain, declare alfo the Impofibility of 
fending it to us, through Want of Tonnage. We have indeed taken up the 
few Ships that could be had here, to bring us Provifions from thence, but 
the Whole is inconfiderable, comparatively to the Profpeé of our Wants; 
and it is from your Hands, whofe Liberality in furnifhing us Troops, Mo-, 
ney, and Provifions, we have fo long and fo much experienced, that we 
muft expect our chief Support. 
« We muft obferve, that we have had no Affiftance, of any Kind, from the 
Southern Parts of this Coaft. Many of the Forts are in Poffeffion of our 
European or Indian Enemies, which has greatly interrupted the Commu- 
nication; and the Seizure, by fome of His Majefty’s Squadron, of Veffels 
Jaden with Grain for this Market, as belonging to Black People refiding 
under the Protection of the Dutch, 1s thought to have deterred many others, 
in their Neighbourhood, from venturing out with Supplies for us. 
‘ To the Continuance of thefe Evils we are not yet able to forefee a Termina- 
tion; for, though the Bravery and Difcipline of our Troops, and the Ability 
and Experience of Sir Eyre Coote, have been attended with repeated Vic- 
tories, yet fuch are the Difficulties thar obftruct his Progrefs, fuch is the 
Facility the Enemy poffeffes of over-running and defolating the Country, 
that the General entertains but little Hope a enabling us to draw any Sup- 
ply of Food or Treafure from it. He has not been able hitherto to pene- 
trate far into the Country, either to the Relief of our remote Garrifons, or 
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(4) Read from Copy of Confultations and Correfpondence relative to Mr, Auriol’s Agency for fup- 
plying Rice, &c, ta the other Prefidencies, N° 4. 
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t to the Attack of the principal Forts held by Hyder. As the whole Con- 
¢ du& of the War has been entrufted to him, in confequence of a Refolu- 
« tion of the late Adminiftration here, we have applied to him for a Communica- 
« tion of his Intentions, abfolutely neceffary to be known to us now, though 
¢ hitherto we have contented ourfelves either in exerting our Authority in the 
‘ Manner he defired, or transferring it to him, for the Purpofe of forwarding his 
‘ Meafures. He is now engaged in an Attempt to relieve the Garrifon of 
* Vellore, and poffibly to attack Arcot, of which the Event will no Doubt de- 
termine his future Plans ; on which, and on the Neceffity of our Situation, 
the Refolutions of this Prefidency will be founded. If the Enemy fhould 
{till continue his Depredations in the Carnatic, thereby depriving us, in Fact, 
entirely of the Benefit of it, we muft, with regard to all effectual Refource, 
confider ourfelves as immured within the Walls of Fort St. George; and, 
were even the Enemy to withdraw from our Neighbourhood, fo effectuall 
have all Traces of Cultivation difappeared, fo deftroyed are the Villages, fo 
ruined and difperfed are the Individuals who were employed in Tillage, that 
the Inhabitants of the Towns can, during Part of next Year, as well as in the 
End of the prefent, be by no other Means preferved from Famine than by 
external Refource, moftly from your Government. 
‘ We owe to the Situation in which you are placed refpecting this Settle- 
ment—we owe to the Exertions which you have made to extricate it from its 
Difficulties—to lay before you its prefent State, from which you may judge 
of the fatal Confequences which may attend the Continuance of the War 
in the Carnatic, if the Enemy fhould not foon be driven from it by our 
Army, or be otherwife induced to retreat from it. That very Army, by the 
vaft Load of Expence, and additional Confumption of Provifions, it muft ne- 
ceffarily occafion, muft haften the Mifery of the Settlement. Unlefs therefore 
our Troops fhall, ‘in their prefent Attempt, fucceed, at leaft in procuring 
Food and Money for their own Subfiftence, we fhall be compelled to divide 
them into Cantonments ;—happy if we could direét the Whole, or Part of 


them, to fome national Object that might compenfate for paft Difappoint- 
ment. 
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© We have the Honour to be, 
¢ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
© Your moft obedient humble Servants, 
© Fort St. George, (Signed) ‘MACARTNEY, 
€ goth September 1781. ‘ ee ae 
: S. 


Then an Extract from the Supplement to the Second Report from the Select 
Committee, appointed to take into Confideration the State of the Adminiftration 


of Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa (@), was read, as 
follows. 


‘It appears to your Committee, that if the Conduct of Mr. Haftings 
« towards Cheyt Sing, has been fuch as to merit the Approbation of this Houfe, 
¢ the Two Members of the Supreme Council, Mr. Wheler and Mr. Mac- 
© pherfon, are entitled to their Share of that Approbation, by the unreferved 
: epee in which they have juftified his Aéts. If, on the other Hand, the 
« Houfe thall be of Opinion, that the Proceedings againft Cheyt Sing were 
¢ unjuft, oppreffive, and contrary to Public Faith, thofe Members of the 
¢ Council who approved thofe Proceedings are implicated in the Cri- 
€ minality,’ 





(@) Read from Page 22 of the faid Paper. 
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Then an Extract of the Minute of the Board, entered in thé Confultations of 14th 
January 1782 (@), was read, as follows: 


¢ On the Subject of the Treaty concluded on the 18th of September laft, 

« between the Governor General and the Nabob ‘Vizier; and which the 
¢ Difficulties of the Communication Spang the Governot General from 

explaining fo fully before; the Board have to obferve, that the Treaty is 
evidently a political Expedient, which forfeits no Advantage, which promifes 
the Acquifition of many, and which, properly managed by this Government 
(as Events favourable, or even unfavourable, arife) may lead to the final 
and complete Arrangement of an Alliance with the Vizier. Such an 
Alliance, being lefs oppreffive to him, may be more advantageous and 
honourable to the Company, and may remove that tod general but 
dangerous Impreffion, which the different States of this Country have 
received from the double Charaéter in which we have hitherto appeared in 
India—that of Allies and Conquerors, 

‘ If the Nabob Vizier fhould not be able, under the Support of the Troops 
of this Government ftationed at Cawnpore, to maintain the Tranquillity of 
his Dorhinions, and collect thofe Refources which are neceffary to defray 
even his reduced Expences, and difcharge his heavy Debt to the Company, 
a new Arrangement muft follow; and ee Arrangement neceffarily, at the 
exprefs Requeft of the Vizier, will fecure every Advantage that can be 
wifhed or expected from his Provinces by this Government. 

‘ The Reduction of that heavy Burthen of Expence, which was at once op- 
preffive to the Vizier, and of no Return to the Company (though a Source 
of Patronage to this Adminiftration) the Board approve of moft heartily, 
and, with a full Senfe of the Credit which a Meafure of fuch Difficulty and 
Unpleafantnefs reflects upon the Governor General, they take this Occa- 
fion of pledging to him and’to their Employers their utmoft Support, not 
only in this, but in every other Branch 7 publre ceconomical Reformation 
which he may propofe. 
‘ Upon the Return of the Governor General, the Board refolve to difcufs 
with him thofe Parts of the Treaty which carry the Appearance of a hafty 
Agreement. The Difaffeétion of many of the Vizier’s principal Jagheerdars, 
and the Steps which, from the Reprefentations of ectonel tTannay, and 
other Officers, appear to have been rapidly taken by the Begums, to fupport 
the Rebellion of Cheyt Sing, were probably very early known to the Go- 
vernor General, and through the Medium of all the Sufpicions that his Si- 
tuation, at the Time he met the Vizier, had naturally created. 

« At fuch a Moment, aad under fuch Sufpicions, and even winle the IMie 
of the Conteft of Cheyt Sing was depending, it is not furprizing that fome 
Parts of the Agreement between the Governor General and the Vizier were 
fpeedily adjufted, and, as the Governor acknowledges, in Converfation at 
their firft Interview. 

¢ A fhort Time will fatisfy the Board, whether the Vizier is willing or able 
to fulfil his Part of the Treaty: If he 1s that, and the Comparty can recover 
their Debt from him in the prefent Emergency and Diftrefs of their Affairs, 
the Board cannot then but agree, that the Governor General has acted in the 
Arrangement not only with Zeal, and the bett public Intentions, but with a 
mafterly Decifion, that maftienticle him to the grateful ‘and complete Appro- 
bation of his Employers. 7 

¢ It remains with the Board to concert with the GevernorGentral, upon his 
Return, thofe Meafures that may fecure this Govérmment from any future 
Inconveniences or Diftrefs, that can be fuppofed connected with the Confi- 
‘dence repofed ‘in the Vizier, for the Admintitration~ef the Adeine-of -his 
Revenue and Military Eftablifhments, 
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The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, in confequence of that 
of the Board, entered on the Proceedings of the 14th Ulumo. 
¢ The Governor General acknowledges his Obligations to the Board for this 


‘ repeated Inftance of the liberal Manner in which they have been pleafed to 
¢ record their Judgment on his Conduét.—Hiad it been expreffed in the fimple 
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(@) Read from Appendix, N* 13, to the Supplement to the Second Report from the faid Select Com- 
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Terms of official Approbation, he fhould have been pleafed, and fatisfied that 
it had received fa refpectable a Sanétion ; but by tracing the Sources of it in 
the Motives which he has avowed, by their Examination of thofe Motives, 
with their relative Faéts and Circumftances, and by the Doubts which they 
have anticipated and folved, on the Propriety of fuch Parts of his Conduét 
as might moft obvioufly fuggeft them, they have juftified their own Appro- 
val, and entitled him to expect the fame favourable Sentiments in their 
common Superiors. 

‘ Nor is he lefs pleafed with the Referve with which the Board have de- 
clared their Satisfaction in the Arrangement concluded by him with the Na- 
bob Vizier, becaufe he thinks it will be received as an Evidence of the Deli- 
beration and Sincerity of their former Approval.—He is willing to fubmit 
the Propriety of the Meafure to the Teft of its Succefs.—The Refident has 
already informed the Board, that he had received of the Treafures of the late 
Vizier, left in the Charge of his Widow, and lately reclaimed by his Son, 
the Amount of the Bond granted by the latter for the Balance of the Year 
1178, which ends in September 1780 of our Afra, and was in the actual Re- 
ceipt of as much as would difcharge the Balance of the laft Year, that is of 
the Year 1179.—The Firft of thefe Balances is 32,68,613. 11.3 the Iaft 
12,09,876. g. 8. The Sum of both 1s, R’ 44,78,490. 4. 8. Oude Sic- 
cas. The Relident feems to have underftood this to be the Whole of the 
Nabob’s Debt. There is a further Balance of 26 Lacks, which appears to 
have been by fome Means overlooked, or withheld from Mr. Middleton on 
the Transfer of his Office from Mr. Purling ; a rectified Account, drawn to 
the lateft Period, has been tranfmitted to Mr. Middleton by the Accountant 
General, which, itis hoped, will arrive in Time to prevent his ftopping at 
the Receipt of the fuppofed Balance; and at all Evencs, the Profits of the 
refumed Jagheers ought to yield a Fund, more than fufficient both for the 
complete Liquidation of what may remain of the Nabob’s prefent Debt, and 
to make up the Deficiency of the Affignments granted on his Revenue for 
the current Year within the Courfe of it. 

‘ The Governor General expects this Service from the Refident, and relies 
upon his Fidelity for the Performance of it. But in the Suppofition of the 
Poffibility of a Difappointment, he again offers his perfonal Services to 
proceed to Lucknow, on the firftt Symptom of fuch a Failure ; and, with 
the Confidence which he feels in his own Influence, aided by the powerful 
Support of the Board, he will venture to promife that he will not return 
with their Obje& unaccomplifhed. 

© He hopes and believes that there will be no Neceffity for this Extremity ; 
but adds it as a Ground for the Affurance which he ventures to propofe, and 
wifhes the Board to give to the Honourable Court of Dire€tors, in the 
Advices to them, now under Difpatch, that there is the faireft Profpedt, 
amounting as near to a Certainty as can be affirmed of an Event yet in 
Expectation, that the Debt due from the Nabob Vizier to the Company, 
and even that of the Rohilla Donation, will be compleatly paid off in the 
Courfe of the prefent Year, and a Supply added to our ordinary Refources, 
which will fully anfwer all our own Wants for that Period, and enable us to 
contribute ftill further, and we hope effectual, Aids, to thole of the 
Carnatic, 


Then feveral Extracts of a Letter -from the Governor General and Council, in their 
Secret alga to the Court of Directors, dated 11th February 1782, were 
} 


read, as fo 
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OWS : 


© od. We determined at the fame Time to difpatch the Nancy, Captain 
Hiffernan, with thefe Reports, as foon as they could be prepared; and we 
have now the Pleafure to tranfmit them to you, a feparate Number in 
this Packet. 


‘ gd. The above Papers contain fuch a full Account of all the Tranf- ae 14 Janr?, 


actions of the Governor General upon this Service, together with his Mo- 

tives and Reafonings upon them, that we think it would be fuperfluous 

to add any Thing of our own in this Place, but to recommend them 

to your attentive Perufal, with our Minutes which are annexed. — 

‘4th, By thefe it will appear, that the Treachery and —a : 
; © Chey 
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* Cheyt Sing, fupported by the Difaffection and reftlefs WDifpofition of the 
‘ Bhow Begum, Mother of the Nabob of Owde, at Fyzabad, produced In- 
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furre€tions in that Country, which till lately we were unapprized of, on 
Account of the Communication between that Place and Benares being wholly 
cut off. 

‘5, At the fame Time that the Firft Information of thefe Difturbances 
reached us, we were happy to hear that they had been quelled by 
the Accounts received there of the fuccefsful Efforts of our Troops in 
Benares, and the March of Two Regiments from Cawnpore to the Relief 
of Colonel Hannay; whofe Sepoys gave evident Proofs, by their Defertion, 
that they had been tampered with, and he, with moft of ‘his Officers, were 
in great Danger of their Lives; a Detachment under Lieutenant Gordon 
having been actually attacked and cut off, and the reft of the Corps 
being iurrounded by the Rabble, levied under Sanction of the Begum, avowedly 
for the Service of Raya Cheyt Sing. 

«6. The Circumftance of the Levies is further corroborated by various 
Reports from Fyzabad, and by the Lift of Cheyt Sing’s Forces, delivered to 
the Governor General at Chunar, in which the Troops faid to be come 
from Lucknow, which formed a Part of his Strength, mutt evidently be 
the fame (fince they agree in Number) with thofe which Colonel Hannay 
declares to have been raifed and fent to him from Fyzabad. 

‘7, The juft Grounds of Sufpicion which had been given to the Nabob 
by the Begum, aad other principal Jaghyrdars in his Country, by the Symp- 
toms of Difaffection, and even Treachery, difplayed in their Conduét, made 
it an Object of ferious Confideration with him to take the Firft Opportunity 
which fhould offer, confiftent with Juftice, to difpoffefs them of the Means 
of becoming injurious to his Authority; and, the Neceffities of his Govern- 
ment requiring extraordinary Aid, he refolved to take this Occafion of de- 
priving them of thofe extenfive Jaghires which enabled them to become trouble- 
fome, by the Revenues which they yielded, and the Number of Dependants 
neceffarily retained for their Collection and Defence, and to refume the Lands, 
allowing Penfions to the Jaghyrdars in lieu of the Revenues. 

¢ 8. As the Refident at Lucknow had been made Guarantee to an Agreement 
formerly executed between the Nabob and the Begum, in which he had en- 
gaged, for a fpecific Sum of Money, to defift from all further Claims upon 
her, it was neceffary for him to acquire the Sanétion of this Government to 
his Intentions, before he could carry them into Execution; which the Infi- 
delity of the Begum gave but too much Reafon to grant.—You will find 
this Meafure provided for in the new Treaty, concluded with the Nabob 
by the Governor General, at Chunar, on the 19th of September laft. 

* g. On the Firft Attempt made by the Nabob to carry this Plan into Ex- 
ecution againft the Begum, fhe determined to refift his Authority, and raifed 
a Revolt by the Means of her Eunuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn, and Bahar Ally 
Cawn, who had collected a Force of about sooo Men, in order to fet the 
Nabob at Defiance.—Notice of this Second Infurrection having been tranf- 
mitted by the Refident, without Lofs of Time, to the Governor General at 
Benares, he immediately ordered a large Detachment to march from Cawn- 
pore, and the Nabob refolved to go in Perfon to Fyzabad; on his Arrival 
there, by the Affiftance of our Troops, he took Poffeffion of the Kella; 
and the Eunuchs, feeing it would be in vain to make a Stand when fuperior 
Forces were expected, furrendered themfelves Prifoners to the Nabob, and 
their Followers difperfed. 

‘10, In order to punifh the Begum for this daring ill Conduct, and to 
put it out of her Power to apply the Treafures which fhe had amaffed to 
the Purpofe of raifing further Commotions in his Country, the Nabob re- 
folved to feize her Wealth, which by the Mahomedan Laws he was entitled 
to, as an Inheritance from his Father; who, in the latter Years of his Life, 
had committed his Treafury wholly to her Charge, and it had remained 
with her after his Death—This Wealth, whatever it might be, he deter- 
mined to apply to the Payment of his Debt to the Company; and we have 
received Information from the Refident who attended him to Fyzabad, that 
he had aétually paid him the Sum of 55 Lacks of Rupees in ready Money, 
and by Draft on Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn, which would foon be realized.’ 


9 ‘13. The 
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© 13. The Uncertainty of Madajee Sindia’s Conduct before Mr, Anderfon’s 


* Arrival with him, from the falfe Rumours which had been fpread of Cheyt 
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Sing’s Reception there, the Neceffity of eftablifhing the Authority of the 
new Rajah in the Zemindary of Benares, of proving the Capacity of the 
Perfon who had been appointed to take Charge of it in Quality of his 
Dewan, and difpofing the Military Fotces which would be neceffary for the 
Protection of the Country, together with the Objeéts comprized in the late 
Treaty with the Nabob of Oude, combined to engrofs the Attention of the 
Governor General, and to detain him longer at Chunar than he intended ; 
but thefe Points being at length happily placed in fuch a Train of Execu- 
tion as to difpenfe with any further Neceffity for the Governor General’s 
immediate Prefence there, we have the Pleafure to acquaint you, that he 
fet out for the Prefidency, and being returned, has this Day refumed his 
Seat at the Board.’ 


Then a Letter from the Nabob of Furruckabad, received rith May 1786, and a Let- 
ter to the faid Nabob, written 7th September 1786 (4), were read, as follows. 
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From the Nawab of Furruckabad :—Received 11th May 1786.—Co. Corr. 
N° 22. 


¢ As I have taken Shelter from every Kind of cruel Difficulty under the Shadow 
of the Company’s Protection, and have refted my Good and Bad, and my In- 
terefts and Advantage upon your Excellency, who is the Chief of the noble Gen- 
tlemen of the Company, and ts extolled through the World, and praifed in the 
Univerfe tor Protection and Support of ycur Word; I therefore write to your 
Prefence Part of my Situation: That when Mr. John Willes was defirous of 
going to Culcutta, he faid to me that he was going to Calcutta, in Obedience to 
a Summons from you; that he was well acquainted with the Particulars of my 
Diftreffes ; that on account of the fmall Collections from the Country, I had 
not the Refources to pay fo much Money and Nuzeranna, and to fupport myfelf 
alfo; that if I would give in Writing, for the Governor General, ny Situation, 
he, that is to fay, Mr. Willes, would fully make known the Particulars of this 
Place at the Prefence of the Governor General ; and certainly fome Kind ot 
Refource and Removal of my Diftreffes would come to Effeét from the Prefence 
of the Governor General.—My Protector, I who have no Afylum nor Proteétor, 
except the Almighty and the Englifh Company, and know every one of the Enclith 
Gentlemen to be my Supporter, from this Confideration having fent with Mr. 
Willes, to your Prefence, a Letter containing the Particulars of tiny Dittrefles, 
I was in Hopes that certainly my Relief and Eafe would be effeAed trom your 
Prefence, When that Gentleman arrived here on his Return trom Calcutta, and 
gave to me your kind Letter, full of the greateft Favours, to this Purport ; 
that the Particulars of my Diftreffes had fully come to your Knowledge ; that 
accordingly fome Plans which you had refolved upon, for the Removal of the 
Impoverifhment of the Country, and for the Support of my Hondur and Credit, 
you had given in Charge to Mr. Willes, and had fent him bark to the Office, 
which he holds here with me; that I fhould be pleafed and fatisfied with the 
Information and Execution of the Plans which you had refolved upon, and from 
which you expected great Advantages; that, confidering the Advice which that 
Gentleman fhould give to me to be your own Advice, I fhould act in Conformity 
thereto ; and that you would employ fuch Plans and Exertions, without Num- 
ber, for my Advantage and Eate, and the Removal of my Diftrefles, that in the 
whole World it would be known that you had performed alt thefe Services 
for me—the greateit Pleafure came into my Heart from the kind Con- 
tents of it; and when, conformably to the Contents of your Letter, [ 
enquired the Circumftances from that Gentleman, he, without mention- 
tioning one Word of them, entered into Authority over the Affairs of the 
Country and Money, and made the Ruler over the Affairs of my Houfe a Man 
named Roy Deebchund, who, on Account of his great Age and bodily Infirmities, 
has of himfelt no Senfe nor Underftanding, but from a long Time has been the 
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t intimate Friend of that Gentleman’s Minifters ; and he removed fome of nis 
* Companions, who had never been feparated. From a Regard to Obecience, 
‘ and to giving Satisfaction to you, I in no Way varied from that Gentleman’s 
© Directions; and he alfo, with peremptory Importunities, fent People and de- 
¢ manded, for himfelf, fome Pieces of Cannon which were with me: Although | 
© anfwered that the Things which were wanted he fhould fend for at the Time, and 
* that they fhould at that Time be fent with my own People who are appomtcd 
© to that Charge, yct he would not in the leaft attend fo it, but fixed them in the 
¢ Poffeffion of his own People; and a Perfon named Simhell Dofs, who was in- 
© debted a large Sum on Account of Balances to me, and had agreed to pay 
© Sixty thoufand Rupees of thefe Balances, this Man he would not art that ‘J ime 
© permit to be releafed, and foon after, without my Confent, he appointed him to 
© the Affairs of the Pergunnahs, and I did not receive one Daum of that Money. 
* What you wrote in your kind Letter, confiftently with Favour and Protectiva 
“ of Dependants, on the Subject of the Service of my Cavalry for the Nawab 
© Vizier, I enquired the Particulars thereof from that Gentlemen, burt he gave me 
‘no Information. When I faw that Mr, Willes, from the Advice and Repre- 
* fentations of wicked Perfons, who with to ruin my Floufe, was injuring and de- 
‘ {troying all my Concerns, in Oppofition to the Purport of your kind Letier 
¢ which had arrived on the Subject of Eafe and Relief to me, I from the fiilt 
¢ faid to that Gentleman, that if he were defirous to take the Nuzeranna, he 
¢ fhould commit to me the Direction and Management of the Country, and fhould 
« receive the Money of the Nuzeranna from me, and fhould give me Information 
© of what might be the Orders of the Governor General about my Support and 
© the Protection of my Honour, that conformably thereto I might aét , or if not, 
© that he fhould tell me fo, that I might write my Situation to the Prefence of the 
© Governor General; but to this Time that Gentleman has delayed this Bufinefs 
© for To-day and To-morrow; accordingly, my Servants and Attendants, and 
“ Relations, and Dependants, are in Dittreffes of every Kind; and keep me, 
‘ by their Demands and Importunities, in fuch a Whirlpool of Anxiety and Dif- 
© ficulty, that my Life is come into Streights; and although ] make known to 
© that Gentleman my Situation, yet the wicked Men who are employed in all his 
¢ Affairs do not bring his Mind to any other Object except the Injury of my 
« Affairs, and the Deftruction of my Government. Accordingly, when that 
* Gentleman went for the Settlement of the Mahals, 1 being without Remedy, 
‘ faid to him that he was hiring new Men for the Settlement of the Country, bue 
‘ that he fhould take with him my People, who were in Fact Servants of the 
‘ Englifh Company, and fhould tranfact every Bufinefs and Concern through 
© them, and fave their Lives, by giving them their neceffary Suitenance, that 1 
« might find Releate from their [mportunities, and thofe who have lone been my 
Companions might have Food.At that Time Mr. Willis agreed to this Bufi- 
nefs; but when I fent the People to him, he faid to them, that if they would 
quit my Service, and accept of his Service, they might remain; but if nor, 
they might arife and depart.—The faid People being without Remedy, arofe and 
‘ came away. And befides, he has begun fuch Violence in the Town, that IJun- 
« dreds of Houfes of the Inhabitants of the Town, and fome Houles of my 
* Dependants, where they refided from the Time of their Fathers and Grandta- 
thers, he has pulled down and deftroyed, and turned out the People ; and even 
to a Perfon named Zehoor Ulla, a Seyed, having given Thirty Rupees, and to a 
Perfon named Mahomed Nejabut, an Houfhold Slave of my own, having given 
a few Rupees, and having treated them with Anger, he made them write, and 
took from, a Declaration of Satistaction; and having-by Anger and Coaxing 
got to himfelf the Caazee of the Town, and having fixed for the Caazee One 
Rupee in each Village from the Pergunnahs, he affixes and takes the Seal 
of the Caazee to every Paper which he chufes ; and of the Ghauts for the Du- 
‘ ties of Furruckabad, which had been given up, he, without my Confent, 1e- 
¢ tained with himfelf Two hundred Peons from the Receipts of the Duties. Ac- 
© cordingly the faid Peons commit fuch Violences in the whole Town, thet the 
‘ People are killed without Faule; and thefe Particulars of the Oppreffion and 
‘ Tyranny of that Gentleman’s Minifters, which have been reprefentcd to the 
© Prefence, will certainly have been alfo learnt by your Excellency from the 
‘ News-papers. Accordingly, my Dependants and Followers, and the Inha- 
‘ bitants of the Town, to whom my Anceftors attended even more than to 
§ theirs own Children, diftrefs and afflict me at all Times, by making known the 
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© Particulars of frefh Violence; and I, who am in every Way dependant on 
‘ the Hem of the Garment of the Company, and of you, the Supporter ot 


Juftice, to whom elfe can I open the Reprefentation of my Situation, except 


€ to you? and it is known to God, who knows all Secrets, that, from theie 
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Misfortunes of Grief and Mourning, and Diftreffes of all Kinds, fuch as never 
were before, fuch Sicknefs has come upon me, that my L.ift’s Defliny is to begin 
apain. Although I confider it tmproper to write at all Times Accufations and Com- 
plaints again{t the Englifh Gentlemen, from whom I know to exift the Strength 
and Cultivation of my Government, yet, as 1 did not fee in mytelf anv Kind 
of Ability to bear, | have, whether I would or not, reprefented the Particulars 
of my Situation. —I hope that, confiflently with your Favour to Dependants, 
you will inform me on the Subjcé& of my Exiftence and Cultivation of my 
Government, which, in Truth, is Reputation to the Englifh Company, and to 
you, in the whole Country of Hindoftan, what you have refolved in your fa- 
vourable Heart ; becaufe it is not known how much Money will be received in the 
Englifh Company’s Sircar, and how much will remain for my Exiftence.—If not, 
Jet it be ordered, that I, with my I’amily and Children, being arrived at your Pre- 
fence, may perfonally reprefent my Situation. At that Time, whatever may come 
into your Mind on the Subject of my Exiftence, confidering it to bethe Law of my 
Life, and my Intereft and Advantage, I may obtain Releafe from thefe various 
States, full of Vexation. And inthis Period, from the Time of Mr, Willes’s 
Arrival here, Three Letters of Favour have been received, and that I have de- 
Jayed in writing the Anfwer to them, God knows how great Affliction and 
Defpair have come into my Eeart, that perhaps what Sufpicion might find En- 
trance into your Mind from my not writing Letters of Allegiance. Accordingly 
I now make known to your Mind of pure Virtues, that the faid Gentleman 
demands of me Anfwers to your Letters in the Manner of his own Defire, ina 
Style of Satisfalion.—I, from this Confideration, that the faid Gentleman had 
thrown to the Winds my Concerns, by the Advice of bad-difpofitioned People, 
and faid nothing on the Subject of my Subfiftence, and keeps it in Delay, if I 
fhould write to you a Word of Satisfaction from myfelf, and fhould afterwards 
reprefent my Situation, on Account of the heavy Diftrefles and the Ruin of all 
Affairs, which has happened, and is happening, it would not be proper and be- 
coming: Therefore, having made known to your favourable Judgment my 
Situation, I hope that I may be foon exalted and fet at Vale by an Anfwer to 
this Letter ; otherwife ] will go to your Piesence, from the heavy Weight of my 
Diftreffes. Wf you fhould order it, [ will write on a feparate Paper, and fend to 
your Prefence, what, to this Time, the faid Gentleman has given to me. 


© To the Nawab of Furruckabad, written 7th September 1786.—Co, Corr. N* 22. 


a na " A nn. ee.) 


"HM. a 


'_ A fe HAH A 


a a an 


© T received your Letter of Complaint againft Mr. Willis, tranfmitted to me 
through an irregular Channel, and written, as I have every Reafon to believe, 
at the Inftigation of thofe who wifh to get Pofleffion of your Country.—I have 
called upon Mr. Willis for an Anfwer to the Letter which you have written 
againft him. ‘This Anfwer he has fent, and it is fully fatisfactory. 

© My Friend, I find that all the Labours of my Predeceffor, Mr. Hattings, and 
of myfelf, to fettle your Affairs upon a regular Footing, are ineffectual. 

© ] have informed myfelf fully, through other Channels befides Mr, Willis, re- 
lative to your Affairs, your own Conduét, and the Situation of the Province of 
Furruckabad ; I am forry that you have not paid proper Attention to Mr. 
Willis, or his Advice, nor given the proper Support to your Dewan. 

<« A new Governor General is arrived at Madras; he is a Nobleman of the 
higheft Character and Rank.—I have called upon Mr. Willis to come to Cal- 
cutta, to give a full Account of Affais to the faid Governor: In the mean 
Time, if you value my Advice, you will attend to Mr. Willis’s Direction, and 
not alter any Regulation which he may have fertled, until his Return, . 

‘ J fee clearly where the Mifmanagement of your Affairs will end, and that it 
will be impoffible to prevent your Country and your Revenues from falling (in 
confequence of the ill Advice which you follow) as a Prey to the Servants of the 
Nawab Vizier. I have fhewn to you every Friendfhip in my Power, but you 
will not attend to your own Intereft or Dignity.’ 


* NATHANIEL 
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NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, called in, and examined. 


oa you leave Chunar with the Nabob Vizier, in September 1781 ? 


id. 


Did Huffein Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn accompany you? 

They did. 

Was Mrs. Haftings at Chunar while the Nabob was there? 

She was not. 

Did you fend any Sums, and what Sums of Money, from Lucknow to Chunar, or Be- 


hares, during the Troubles in thofe Parts? 
I did from Lucknow—whilft I was at Chunar a Sum of Money was fent. 


To what particular Object deftined ? 
By the Order of Mr. Hattings. 


Had you an Acquittance for it from Mr. Haftings ? 
I do not recollect that I had any Thing but his Order for it. 


Do you know whether it was to be employed for the Payment of the Troops, or in what 


other Way? 
I underftood it was for the Payment of the Troops. 


How much was the Sum? 
I recollect at one Time there was a Lack of Rupees fent. 


Are you fure you fent, or caufed to be fent, no other Sums ? 
I think I recol!e& that Bills were fent for fome Money of the late Colonel Goddard’ sme 
the Sum I do not recolleé. 


Do you recolleé any Bills upon Gopaul Dofs ? 
I really do not know who the Bills were upon. 


Did you remit any Money to Gopaul Dofs? 

I do not recollect that I did. 

Did Mr. Yakings inform you of any Money borrowed or received at that Time from 
Beneram Pundit? 

He did not. 

Did Mr. Haftings exprefs himfelf at any Time to you, after the Supplies you have men- 
tioncd, as under great Apprehenfions for Want of Moncey to pay the Detachment at 
Benares ! 

I do recolle& Mr. Haftings having frequently expreffed great Apprehenfions from the 
great Difficulties he laboured under for Want of Money to pay the Troops. 


Was it not at that Period Mr. Haftings received the Prefent of Ten Lacks from the 
Nabob ? 

It muft, I conceive, have been about that Time. 

But notwithftanding Mr. Haftings complained of Want of Money, and Apprehenfion 
of Diftrefs, fo communicated to you, did he never inform you of this Refource ? 


He did not. 


Could Mr. Haftings have entirely concealed the Receipt of this Sum, whether in Bills 
or Money, from you, who was then confidentially engaged with him in making the 
Treaty of Chunar with the Nabob, without confiderable Management and Care, that the 
Receipt of the faid Prefent fhould not come to your Knowledge ? 

I really cannot fay what Management was ufed—I certainly did not know of it. 


Tf the Prefent was made in Money, could it anyways have been lodged in Mr. Haftings’s 
Tiands, without your knowing of it, unlefs particular Precautions had been ufed? 
I think, had it been lodged in Money, I fhould have heard of it. 


Then you concetve the Payment muft have been made in Bills ? 
T think it moft likely ; but it 1s Matter of Opinion. 


Do you think that a Tranfaction relative to fo great a Sum of Money by Bills between 
Lucknow and Benares, could have taken Place without your receiving any Information 
relative to it, ether at the Time, or upon your Return to Lucknow ? 


I think it very poffible it might. 
I Do 
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Do you mean to fay, that from your Situation as Refident at Lucknow, it was eafy, or 
even poffible, for the Vizier, under the Circumftances of Diftrefs in which his Affairs then 
werc, to have transferred fo large a Sum to any Perfon, without your having Intelligence 
of it? 

Very poffible certainly, but not eafy. 


Then, if it was a Matter of Difficulty, there muft have been fome Care and Attention 
ufed to make the Concealment effectual ? : 
Certainly there muft have been fome Care. 


Did you know whether Behar Ally Cawn was at Chunar or Benares whilft Mr. Haftings 
was at either of thofe Places = 


J never heard that he was. 


Did the Nabob make the Offer of the Second Prefent to Mr. Haftings, of Ten Lacks of 
Rupees, in a Converfation with you, or by Letter? 

Not by Letter, certainlys—I ain not certain whether he made it verbally himfelf, or 
through his Minitter. 


Who do you mean by his Minifter ? 


Iluffein Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn; they ufed both to bring Communications 
from the Nabob to me indifcriminately. 


al you then confident that you had no written Authority from the Nabob to make this 
Offer : 


I do not think I had. 


Do you think you have any fuch Paper, or Copy of fuch Paper, now ? 
No—I think Ihave not. 


Do you doubt whether you have or not? 


Ido not remember receiving any Letter from the Nabob on this Subject; and therefore I 
Cannot fuppofe J have any fuch Paper. 


Have you any fuch written Authority from either of the Minifters before mentioned ? 
I believe I have not. 


Are you fure that you never had any Converfation dir eétly with the Nabob himfelf upon 
the Subject ? _ 

I cannot be pofitive that I did—I conceived his Minifters much in the fame Light as him- 
felf. 


Did you never know any Inftance wherein thofe Minifters acted without his Authority, or 
made ufe of his Name? 
J cannot fay that I know any Inftances. 


Do you not recollect that Mr. Haftings charged Hyder Beg with repeated Inftances of 
fuch a Conduét? 

J think J have heard fo; and I am pretty fure I have feen it upon Record in the Papers 
before this Houle. 


Who communicated to Mr. Haftings the Offer of the Second Prefent of One hundred 
thoufand Pounds? 
J did. 


Who received Mr. Haftings’s Anfwer upon the Subject, and to whom was that com- 
municated ? 

I never received any Anfwer to ite-nor did [ ever hear that he had made any Reply to 
it, or taken any Notice of it. 


Was not this about the Time when you informed the Committee, in your former Evi- 
dence, that you had firft the Misfortune to fall under Mr. Haftings’s Difpleafure ? 
It was from Fyzabad ; which, I believe, was about that Time. 


Do you believe, that if Mr. Haftings had accepted this Prefent, the Receipt of it 
could have remained a Secret, as in the Cafe of the former Prefent ? 
It is certainly poffible. 


You have faid, that the former Prefent could not have been concealed without great 
Care and Attention being paid to that Object, what Meafures had you taken for the 
clandeftine Tranfmittance of the Second Prefent to Calcutta ? 

I had taken none. 
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Flow then was it to remain a Secret ? . | 
The Witnefs afks, whether the Queftion means the Remittance of it ? 


The Faét of it’s being received ? . 

llad it been received and remitted through me, it certainly could not have been a 
Secret. 

What Meafures were taken to realize this Prefent, or any Part of it, at Lucknow? 

I believe nothing further than an Affignment given for it. 


What Sort of an Affignment do you mean, and upon what Fund ? 
Affignments upon the Revenue of the Country, 


Upon what Province, and upon what Collector? 
I do not recolleét it was upon any particular Diftrict—It was added to the general Af- 
fignments of the Company. 


Are you fure that this Affignment was not upon the Jaghire of the Begums? 
Pretty certain that no Part of it was upon thofe Jaghircs. 


Was nothing collected upon this Affignment ? 
It is dificult to make any Separation—It was added to the Company’s Affignments, 
and Credit given for the whole Sum collected. 


Then an additional Sum of Ten Lacks was collected in Confequence of this Afignment 
upon fome Diftrict or other ? . e 
The Affignments were not nearly realized; there was a great Balance upon them. 


Was it in Part collected ? 
Not feparately. It was added to the general Afignments. 


Was not a greater Sum collected in Confequence of this Prefent, than would otherwife 
have been colleéted in that Period of receiving the Company’s Balance? 

I do not apprehend that a larger Sum was collected, though Affignments to a larger 
Amount were made; but they fell confiderably in Value. 


Do yuu mean that the whole Sum fell equally in Arrear? 
The whole Affignments tell In Acrear, 


Why did you caufe any Meafures to be taken towards volle&ing Monev upon this Afign- 
ment, before you was appriged whether Mr. Haftings would or would not accept the Pre- 
fent? 

1 underftood that it was the Nabob’s Defire that the Affignment fhould be given; and it 
was never my Intention to take any Meafures to urge the Payment without Mr. Haftings’s 
Authority. 


Had you not reported to Mr. Haftings, juft previous to your going to Fyzabad, that the 
Nabob’s Body Guard had rifen upon him for Want of Pay ? 

I cannot fay that I recolleét the Circumftance, though it is very poffible, all the Nabob’s 
Troops being very il paid. 


Do you not recollect to have informed Mr. Haftings, at the fame Period, that the Nabob 
was in adiftracted State of Mind, and had expreffed his Apprehenfions that certain Bodies 
of Troops which were propofed to be fent into his Dominions by Order of Mr. Hattings, 
were intended, under whatever Pretence they might come, to be employed ultimately in fe- 
curing his (the Nabob’s) Perfon:? 

J have a Recollection of a Letter to that Purport. 


Then did you not conceive it to be an extraordinary Circumftance, that the Nabob, in 
fuch a State of his Affairs, and in fuch a State of Mind with refpeét to Mr. Haftings, fhould 
apply to you to requeft Mr. Flaftings’s Acceptance of a Prefent of above £. 100,000? 

I believe the Two Occurrences were at different Periods of Time. I think, it will be 
found, that the Letter here alluded to muft have becn written before the Nabob went to 
Fyzabad. 


Do you not conceive that the Acquifition of the Treafure taken from the Begums 
enabled the Nabob, whatever were his Motives to offer this Prefent ? 
I conceive it did. 


Do you recotleé& at what Time Major Palmer, and Major Davy came to Lucknow? 
I cannot recollect exactly—I think it muft have been about May 1782—probably 


earlier, 
Was 


[ 372 ] 


Was it after Mcafures had been taken to colleét Money upon the Affignment given by 
the Nabob for the ‘Ten Lacks before mentioned ? 


T think it mufl have been after the Afignment had been given, 


Were not thofe Gentlemen inftruéted to communicate with you upon the Mattcrs relative 
to which they were fent to Lucknow ? 


1 know no more than what I colle& from Mr. Haftings’s Letter on that Occafion. 


Did you ever converfe with them upon the Subject of this Second Prefunt? 
Tdid not—I left Lucknow a very few Days after Major Palmer arrived, 


Did you not return again to Lucknow, and then find Major Palmer and Major Davy 
there? 
I found Major Palmer, and not Major Davy. 


Did you then difeufs with hin this Subjeét of the Prefent, or learn from him in what 
Situation the Bufinefs then ftood ? 
YT did not. 


Were you not afterwards employed by the Nabob Vizier, or his Miniflers, to tranfimit 
Letters from the Nabob to Mr. [faftings? 
I was, 


}Tad you not fometimes a Knowledge of the Contents and Purport of thofe Tctters ? 
In gencral I had a Knowledge of the Purport. 


Do you recolleé& to have been fhewn, or to have been informed of the Contents of a 
Letter from the Nabob Vizier, ftated to have been received by Mr. Haftings, the 23d An- 
guft 1782, in which are the following Puffages, relative to this Second Prefcnt of Ten 
Lacks of Rupees; viz. “ Major Wilham Palmer and Major Davy have made known to me 
« your Order refpecting my Authority in the Country, with great Regard and Confidera- 
<< tion, and have made me grateful for your Favours. ‘They afk for a Paper of Requcetts, 
« which I accordingly wrote, and gave to them. They afterwards {poke about Ten 
«© Lacks of Rupees for the Expences of the Sircar of the Company; next, they fpoke 
«© about Four Regiments, that I fhould employ them. Refpecting thefe Two Articles, al- 
« though I have no Power, being remedilefs, in Obedience to your Will I wrote a Letter 
«© co Major Palmer in the Manner I agreed to it. How fhall T make known my Situation ? 
‘«¢ From the Vime that thefe Propofitions have been made, all Judgment has left my 
«© Mind ?” 

I do not recollect ever to have heard of fuch a Letter. 


Did Major Palmer ever communicate to you [Letters to a fimilar Purport, and equally 
expreffive of the Nabob’s Surprize at the Demand forthe ‘Ven Lacks ? 
Never, to my Knowledge. 


Are you confident, that the Firft Communication that was really made to the Nabob 
himfelf, on the Subject of this fuppofed Prefent of Ten Lachs, was not through Major 
Palmer? 

I fhould conccive not. 


The firft Suggeftion of it to the Nabob ? 
J muft be very much deceived if it was. 


Were not Communications and Tranfa¢tions carried on between Hyder Beg, Major 
Palmer, and Major Davy, concealed at the Time from you, and which you afterwards 
heard with Surprize ¢ 

The Committee will be pleafed to recolleé&, that I was abfent from Lucknow a great 
Part of the Time that Major Palmer was there; and Major Palmer, during that ‘Time, 
was, I may fay, the only Channel of Communication between the Nabob, his Minitters, 
and Mr. Haftings.—At that Time Communications were certainly made, to which I was 
a Stranger, as well as my Affiftant, Mr. Johnftone. 


Do you not recollect to have informed Mr. Hattings, while the Journey to Fyzabad was 
in Agitation, that the Nabob complained loudly of the Treachery of his Minilters, and 


that he had been deceived ? . 
I do recolleé&t that the Nabob made fuch Complaints; and I believe I communicated 


them to Mr. Haftings. ; 
5 Is 
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Is it not then poffible, that the Nabob might have been deceived by his Minifters, in the 
Affair of this Prefent ? 
It is poMible, but I think fcarcely probable. 


You, however, yourfelf, do not recollect to have had any direct Converfation with the 
Nabob upon the Subject, nor to have received any Authority from him? 

J cannot charge my Memory with having had any Communication with the Nabob upon 
that Subject, but I think it very probable that I had. 


Then one of the Books which had been produced by the Witnefs to this Commit- 
tee, on the 23d of February laft, intituled, ‘ Letters to the Board, from 1777 to 
«© 1789,” being fhewn to him, 


He was defired to explain to the Committee, how the Leaves, to the Number of Twelve, 
wanting in that Book, came to be out of it,—from the 12th of May to the 18th of June 
1781? 

Te appears to be in the other Part of the Book, mif-placed.—I mutt beg Leave to add, 
that I fhould not have been furprized if thofe Leaves had been miffing, as I never deli- 
vered thofe Books as a correct Copy of my Correfpondence—they were fuch as I happened 
to have by me. 


Had you not received fome Letters from Major Davy, to be delivered to the Minifters of 
the Vizier, Huffein Reza Cawn, and Hyder Beg Cawn, of 28th March 1782, without any 
Copies or Tranfations, for your Information ? 

I cannot fay I recolleét—but it is very poffible. 


The Witnefs is fhewn a Letter to Major Davy from himfelf, a Copy of which is as 
follows : 


‘To Mr. W. Davy, private Perfian Interpreter. 


© Sir, 

‘| have been favoured with yours of the 28th Ultimo, inclofing Let- 
ters from the Honourable the Governor General, to his Excellency the 
Vizier, Huffein Reza Cawn, and Hyder Beg Cawn, which were immediately 
delivered in Obedience to his Orders.——Permit me, Sir, to inform you, that 
the Governor General, when he has had Occafion to addrefs the Vizier on 
Subjeéts of Bufinefs, efpecially when I have been the Channel of conveying the 
Letters, has ufually done me the Honour to accompany them either with Co- 
pies or Tranflations for my Information, which having been of late omitted, 
] impute to its having efcaped his Memory to mention it to you at the Time 
of your Appointment to your prefent Office. 

¢ J fhall efteem mytelf obliged if you will do me the Favour to notice this 
Obfervation to the Governor General, and receive his Command upon 


. .  . eS . | 


~ 


+16. 
© I have the Honour to be, 
© Sin 
¢ Your moft obedient 
«© Lucknow, © Humble Servant, 

¢ the rath April 1782. ‘NATH. MIDDLETON.’ 
Do you recollect that Letter ? 

I do, perfectly. 


What Anfwer did you receive to that Letter? 
Major Davy anf{wered, I believe, that he would for the future fend me Copies. 


Did you enter that Anfwer of Major Davy in your Copy Book ? 
It is probable I did; but I cannot pofitively fay that I did. 


Whether you have Reafon to think any more Letters went to the Vizier, without 
having the Copies or Tranflations communicated to you? 
After that I believe not.—None through me. 


Whether Hoolas Roy, an Agent of yours, was not fent down to Chunar to be fworn 
before Sir Elijah Impey, relative to the Charge againft the Begums ? 
Fioolas Roy was the Agent on the Part of the Refident at Fyzabad, and he was or- 
dered to attend at Chunar. 
8 Have 
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Have you heard why his Affidavit did not appear among the reft ? 


I never did hear.—I do not think I ever heard that he was examined at Chunar.=At 
leaft I do not recollect. 


And theh the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


Mr. WILLIAM WRIGHT, Auditor of Indian Accounts, called in, and 
examined. 


And an Account intituled, « N° 2, Duplicate Copy of the Particulars of the Prefents 
< taken from the Nabob Vizier and his Minifters, and from Nundoo Delol, carried 
“to the Honourable Company’s Credit in the Account of the Receipts and Dis 

burfements of the Governor General, during his Abfence from the Prefidency, on 

a Vifit to the Northern Provinces, and included in Mr. Haftings’s Account of 22d 

May 1782, inferted in Copy of a Letter from W. Larkins, Efquire, Accountant 

General in Bengal, to the Chairman of the Eaft India Company, dated sth Auguft 

1736, N° 6,” being fhewn to the Witnefs, 


He was afked ; 


~ 


“ 


c 


¢ 


“~ 


c 


wn 


t¢ 


~ 


€ 


to 


Is that an Account of Payments made by Cath or Bills, or both ? 
_ From the ‘Title | apprehend both—I cannot fpeak fpgm the Account itfelf—I apprehend 
it muft be both of Cafh and Bills, from the Sunt” of 10, 30,275 Rupees, which I re- 


collect to be the Sum entered on the General Books of 1781-2, as received from Mr. 
Haftings. 


Do you underftand that that is a Memorandum of the Money received by Mr, Haftings 


at Chunar? 
I underftand it fo. 


And you underftand from the Accounts, that the Payment made was partly in Cafh and 
partly in Bills ? 


I do.—-The Journal is here, and will explain it. 


Then the Journal was delivered in by the Witnefs. 


Whether thefe Ten Lacks were paid into the Company’s Treafury, or brought to Ace 
count for various Expenditures ? 


It is brought to Account under the Head of Charges Durbar in the Journaleeto which 
Elead Mr. Haftines is made Debtor for that Sum. 


Whether the Journals and Ledgers of that Period have been regularly tranfmitted as 
they were in former Times ? 
I cannot charge my Memory with the Circumftance—there is an Account before the 


Houle, of the Times at which the Journals and Ledgers for fome Years have been received 
in England. 


Whether Mr. Haftings has at any Time tranfmitted or produced to the Court of Di- 
rectors any Vouchers to prove his Receipt of Two Lacks of Rupees upon Bond from Be- 
neram Pundit, or any Vouchers for the Difcharge of that Debt ? 

There is an Entry to that effect on the Journal of the Year 1781, but no further 
Vouchers, as I have feen. 


Does that Entry refer to any Voucher ? 
I do not recollect immediately—but the Journal Entry is before the Houfe. 


Whether the feveral Payments faid to be made to the Regimental Paymafters, on Ac- 
count of Mr. Haftings, are all of them dated, fo as to afcertain the Time of the Payment? 
No, they are not. 


Do you recolle&t whether the other Articles of Durbar Charges are dated ? 
I believe not all, as to the Expenditure under that Head, 


Whether the Durbar Charges of Mr. Haftings, when he went up to Lucknow in 1784, 
are dated ? 


I think from Recollection that they are, 
[sP] From 
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From what Funds did Mr. Haftings receive the Five Lacks of Rupees which he ex. 
pended in his Journey to Lucknow in 1784! 

He received fome from the Calcutta Treafury, fome from the Accountant at Lucknow, 
and fome from the Refident at Benares ; a particular Account of the Receipt and Expen- 
diture of that Money is before the Houfe. 


Whether the Article of the Durbar Charges of the Money paid to the Detachment at- 
tending Mr. Haftings, includes the regular Pay of that Detachment, or is a fuperadded 
Charge? 

i do not think there ts any fuch Entry under that particular [lead of Durbar Charges. 


And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


; f My To report a Progrefs, &c. 


Feneris, 30° die Marti 1787. 
MINUTES of theEVIDENCE, 


Taken before a Committee of the Whole Houfe, on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houle againft Warren Haftings, 
i fquire, late Governor General of Berigal, 





Witneffes Examined, 


WILLIAM MARKHAM, Efquire, 
DAVID ANDERSON, Efquire, 
NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, 
Mr. WILLIAM WRIGHT, 


SEVERAL PAPERS READ. 


